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~n tha absence of the President, Mr. Matturi (Sierra Leone), Vice-President,

took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 33 (continued)

POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

(a) REPORT OF TIlE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AGAINST APARTHEID (A/4l/22 and Add.l and
Add.l/COrr.l)

(b) REPORTS OF THE SECRET~~Y-GENERAL (A/41/S06 and Add.l-l, A/41/63a, A/4l/890)

(c) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMI'rTEE (A/41/779)

(d) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/4l/L.24, A/41/L.2S and Corr.l, A/41/~.26 and Corr.l,
A/41/L.27 to A/41/L.31)

(e) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/4l/8l0)

Mr. ESZTERGALYOS (Hungary)1 The world's attention has many times, from

this rostrum, been drawn to the deteriorating situation in southern Africa, which

is posing a threat to both regional and international security. Let the repetition

of this fact be a reminder for those who, in disregard of the interests of the

oppressed people of South Africa, continue the suppression and SUbjugation of the

black popUlation in that country. With the declaration on 12 June 1986 of a new

country-wide state of emergency, the South African regime gave evidence of its

determination to maintain the minority rule and economic privileges at whatev~r

cost in lives and well-being to the majority of the country's inhabitants.

Since 1984 more than 2,000 people have been killed and as many as 10,000

persons have been detained without charge or trial under the em~rgency powers. It

is increasingly clear that the regim~ cannot cope with the internal crisis - a

crisis which is, incidentally, of its own making.

Since January 1986 the South African Government has claimed that it is

pursuing a major reform programme. A key aspect of that programme is the repeal of

the so-called "pass laws", which have been used to control the lives and movement~
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of the majority of South Afric:ans. The c:ornerstone of the system 18 the

maldistribut:l.on of land under the so-called Land ActSll as little as 13 per c:cant

for the blac:k majority constituting 7S per cent of South Africans. This policy of

bantustanization f~rced the majority of the population into designated areas. In

April 1986 the regime announc:ed its plan to abolish influx centrol and the pass

laws, but that was not the first tae such an announcement had been made. On

previous occ:asions, however, the announcement was followed by the public:at:l.on of

draft legislation actually tightening influx control, so it 1s obvious that the

S83sures I have men~ioned - just like the Public: SAfety Amendment Bill and the

Internal Security Amendment as well as the so-c:alled constitutional reform or the

introduc:tion of the three-chambe~ system of p&rli~ment - have nothing to do with

political power held firmly by the so-called Afrikaners. The true nature of the

regime ls ampl! demonstrated by the fac:t that when the divide-and-rule formula no

longer works the apartheid regtme resorts to its police and military forc:es.

South Afric:a's military build-up continues to be a c:ause of deep concern to

the international community. The sophisticated weapons arsenal for the regular

armr of some 84,000 strong, as well as its nuclear c:apability, are still being

modernized through the channels of foreign arms and high-technology deliveries,

despite the prohibitions impo84d by security Council resolutions adopted in 1963,

1970 and 1977. There is no need to prove the e~~nomic importance of South African

minerals in view of the relationship maintained by those who are deeply invcl'led

through huge economic investments.

There has been no change for the better in the conduct of Pretoria in the

international field either. Besides making every effort to divide the oppressed at

home, the South African regime is using the same means of economic blac:kmail or

military attacks against neighbouring States in order to force them into accepting
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the rules dictated by South Africa. Prator ta, vit)tatinl] .11; it (h~~ thH hi l,Itor.I 1

agreements signed with its neighbours, continueR its int!irnct int'lfV(!nt inn:; thr"ul,h

its proxies like the discredited Savimbi, whose h.lntlits .ue fin.lnCt!d .1nll IlUPI>llrt.·.I

by the regime·. It is continuing the policy of ClIJlJrp.B~il)n i\nd clo:it.lhi li7..lt inn.
against all its neighbourN, as we havp. aLL witneBsp.d in I\n\jI11.1, :-1I17.lImhiqu.?,

Botswana, Zimbabwe and Lesotho. In such circumstancel'l, in the .1hl'l<HlCP. Ill" :;trlln'1

international presBure the regime will continlJt? it:; illp.I).It ClCt:up.ltil)M 'll" Namihi I

and its policy of armed aggression against the f:,)nt-LLM :-;tatIHi.

The South African regime is able to uphnld its p',Ucy of i\parth.~ill in th··

awareness of its military power and the econnmic in£lul!nc'! it fJ)C(!rtu in thl! re!" il)l\

with the support of some foreign intereRtn.

The Bad succession of Pretoria's attempts to salvage its reqime han

d6monstrated time and again that intention to act is hy itself inaufficient tll

bring about a radical change in the substance "f the reqilnu with Cl vim~ tt) the

final elimination of apartheid.

Certain countries or groups of countr iea havo dlso ti\k~n var luu:; mQc1:HlrtH~

against the racist regime. Though we support thone measur.,s and stll\cti(')n~, th'!y c10

not aeem to be enough. The gravity of the situation calls for mure - thiut i!1,

comprehensive mandatory sanctions. The Member Status of the Sncur ity C:ounci 1 h IV'!

a special responsibility to act in that respect, since nothin,) but inCrp.a9(~11

international presaure will deliver a clear measa9~ to Pretl)ria that thf! ~ham~f~L

system of apartheid in south Africa must be eradicated. What il'J Mo,Ip.I' is joint

action and, as oS first step, a decision on how to deal with this complicat~l'

question.

It is our firm belief that comprehensive mandatory sanction:;, thl? unity .1n.1

struCJgle of South Africa I B liberatinn movementl'i ~ncl the effort~l of th~
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antioaPartheid organizations will together be ahle to achieveJthe tot~l p.limin~tinn-
of the shameful apartheid system and the emergence of a just, non-racial dP.mocrati~

society in South Africa, the independence of Namibia, and peac~ and tr~nqllillity in

the southern part of Africa. The realization of those goals reprenent~ ~

long-standing challenge to the effectiveness of the world Or9anization.

My country, which is a member of the Special Committee ~9ainRt Apartheid,

considers the system of apartheid as a crime against humanity and ~ thre~t to

international peace and security, we therefore support the effort "f the ~pecial

Committee to mobilize world public opinion against the racist system. The

seminars, conferences and other meetinc;Js initiated, organized or co-sponsored by

the Special Committee have, in our view, contributed successfully towards th~

attainment of that goal.

In conclusio~ let me express our full support to and solid~rity with thp.

struggling people of South Africa, led by its liberation movemP.nts. The rnvernmP.nt

of the Hungarian people's RepUblic reaffirms its commitment to st~nd hy the

majority population of South Africa and by the front-Une States in the ir struq(Jle

for the attainment of their noble objectives, in accordance with the relevant

United Nations resolutions and decisions.
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Mr. WOOLCOTT (Australia). The twelve months which have passed since this

As~embly last considered the apartheid item have seen a dramatic inter.sification .,f

the struggle of the people of South Africa for the rights denied them for so long

by their unrepresentative and misguided Government.

The situation in South Africa has deteriorated seriously, and there has been

an increase in the level and extent of violence in that unfortunate country.

Because of the continued obduracy of South Africa's rulers, many of its people have

felt compelled to resort to violence to achieve their reasonable obiective~. In

principle we do not condone such activity, but my Government will not condemn them

for doing so. Theirs is a natural and understandable reaction to the oppressi~n

they face.

It is clear, however, that, because of South Africa's military strength and

legal repression, these efforts by South Afric~ns will be insufficient to force the

Pretoria Government to eradicate the scourge of apartheid. It is equally clear

that sustained international pressure is required to bring apartheid to an end.

The Australian Government has been active on this issue and has carefully

considered how it can best assist and participate in this growing pressure on

Preboria. Our starting point has been our detestation and condemnation of

apartheid, a system of injustice which is foreign to Australia's egalitarian

approach to life. Our very firm opposition is a matter of record.

In response to the worsening situation in South Africa, we have examined

carefully means by which our opposition to apartheid could be translated into

effective and concrete action. Australia has taken a series of steps, both at the

national and at the multilateral level. In so doing, we have worked closely with

like-minded countries~ particularly in the Commonwealth, in order to maximize the

effects of OUl actions on South Africa.
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Let me outline some of the measures we have taken. They include the promotion

of a code of conduct for Australian companies operating in South Africa to ensure

that they do not exploit the injustices of the apartheid system. The code, for

example, stipulates that there should be no racial segregation at the workplace and

that there should be racial equality in recruitment, employment, wages, traininq

and promotion. Other measures taken are: the denial of entry to Australia of

South African sporting teams and the active discouragement by the Australian

Government of travel to South Africa by Australian teams, the prohihition of

expor.ts to South Africa of petroluem and petroleum products, computer hardwarl~

equipment and any other. products known to be of use to the South African security

forces, the banning of the import to Australia of krugerrands and all other coins

minted in South Africa, the prohibition of direct investment in Australia hy the

South African Government and its agencies and the suspension of all new inve~tment

in South Africa by Australian Government and pUblic authorities, and participation

in the Group of Eminent Persons set up by the Nassau Commonwealth Heads of

Government Meeting in October 1985 in response to an Australian initiative.

The report of ~he Group of Eminent Persons was considered at a meetinq af

seven Commonwealth countries in London last August. The participants were

Australia, Bahamas, Canada, India, the United Kingdom, Zambia and Zimhabwe. Six of

the seven participants, including Australia, agreed to t~ke the following further

sanctions against South Africa: a ban on air links with South Africa) a ban on new

investment in South Africa, a ban on the import of agricultural goods from South

Africa, the termination of double taxation agreements with South Africa, the

termination of all government assistance to investment in, and trade with, South

Africa, a ban on all new bank loans to South Africa, a ban on all qover~~~nt

procurement in South Africa, on the promotion of tourism to South Africa and on
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government contracts with majority-owned South African companies) a ban on the

import of uranium, coal, iron and steel from South Africa, and the withdrawal of

all consular f~cilities in South Africa except those with nationals of the country

concerned.

My Government is now engaged in implementing those sanctions. Some of them

are already in force, and others are being implemented. For example, on II OCtnhp.r

the Australian Government gave notice to the South African Government of the

termination of the air services agreement between Australia and South Afric~. I

should add that QANTAS, the Australian airline, has not flown to South Africa for

some years, having chosen to fly to and from Harare.

On the la~ger question of action against South Africa through the United

Nations, we have been equally active, especially au~ing our current membership of

the Security Council. Australia supported Security Council resolutinn 569 (198S),

and we have implemented its terms. We have voted for draft resolutions in the

Security Council calling for the imposition of selective mandatory sanctions

against South Africa, which unfortunately, were vetoed. My Government is on record

as being willing to support mandatory sanctions against South Africa.

Australia will continue to play its part in international efforts in the hope

of encouraging a process of peacefUl change towards a multiracial, democratic South

Africa. We are convinced that effective and concerted action by the international

community is necessary to persuade the South African Government of the need for

fundamental change. We also believe that international action will be made more

effective if those of us having major trade relations with South Africa take strong

measures of our own and make clear our readiness to impose further measures if

South Af~ica does not make genuine reforms.



A!4l/PV.63
9-10

(Mr. Woolcott, Australia)

Australia is encouraged by the sanction actions taken by some of our

Commonwealth and Western pa:tners. This is, we hope, evidence of the emerqence of

a clearer international consensus on action concerning SOuth AfricaJ b~t thecp. is

scope for further co-operation. We wish to concert with others on the application

of the range of measures adopted by the Commonwealth and other countries, thus

reinforcing their impact. It is our hope that there wilt soon be a broad

international commitment to sanctions and that the sacrifice of some witl not bp.

exploited by the commercial self-interest of others.
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Mr. MAHBUBANI (Singapore): Apartheid is a modern-day symbol of ~vil.

The whole world agrees that it is outrageous for 27 million of our fellow human

beings to suffer cruGl abuse and denial of their basic human riqhts only hecause of

the pigment of their skin.

Yet, even those who know the meaning of the term "apartheid" find the reality

of it quite shocking when seeing it at £irst hand. This is what happened to the

members of the Commonwealth Group of Emi,nent Persons who visited South Africa

recently. They said in their report:

"None of us was prepared for the full reality of apartheid. As a

contrivance of social engineerin9, it is awesome in its cruelty. It is

achieved and sustained only through force, creating human misery and

deprivation and blighting the lives of millions. The deg~ee to which

apartheid has divided and compartmentalized South African society is nothing

short of astounding.·

In the face of this universal and growing condemnation of apartheid, the South

African regime has been forced to find new means of disguising the old forms of

oppression. It has tcied to refine the laws. But the end result is a complicated

legal system which is well described by Joseph Lelyveld in his new book

Move Your Shadow: I shall quote one paragraph from the book:

"South Africa's racial laws is not a body of law really but a tangle of

legalisms designed to maximize the power of officialdom and minimize the

defenses of the individual, a labyrinth of words the meanings of which arp-

determined by the white functionaries who administer it. Thus blacks are

either 'qualified' or 'disqualified' for residence in 'prescribed' urban

areas. Even if they are 'qualified', they must have 'authorized

recommendation' in which only their 'bona fide dependents' are eligible to

live. Officials qualify, disqualify, authorize and prescribe, and
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ultimately decide what all these terms mean.... Definitions and statistics

are elastic, impossible to pin down, but it is indisputable that most of the

land is 'prescribed' and most blacks are 'disqualified'.-

Fortunately, however, despite these elaborate at~empts to disguise the

continuation of apartheid, events in 1986 have served to confirm that South Africa

ls fighting a futile battle in its effort to preserve apartheid. The deci~ion, for

example, by South Africa's Orthodox Dutch Reformed Church to withdraw its

theological sanction of apartheid is significant. That same body which onCe

formulated the scriptural justification for apartheid has now admitted that it was

an error and that racial discrimination is a sin. The majority of pro-reform

supporters agree that viewed in the context of the Church's history, this coul~

represent the erosion of one of the main pillars of apartheid. The Christian

Science Monitor also noted on 28 October 1986 that this is -an unravelling of the

ideology of apartheid in its last and most important preserve-.

Another significant development in 1986 was the decision of the United States

Congress to approve further sanctions against South Africa. The ~an on both public

and private new United States loans and investments, imports of food, uranium,

coal, textiles, iron and steel and kruggerands could represent movement in the

direction of comprehensive sanctions.

At the same time, independently of the decision of the United States Congress

to impose sanctions on South Africa, American businessmen have indicated that they

are beginning to become weary of apartheid. Since mid-August 1986, at least

13 American companies have in some way pulled out of South Africa. Among them werp.

International Business Machines and General Motors, two of the world's largest

corporations. Their frustrations over their South African operations are reflected

in a letter written by the Chairman of General Motors, Mr. Roger Smith, pUblished
U""'.~



BHS/td A/41/PV.63
13

-----_.- ------------

(Mr. Mahbubani, Singapore)

in The New York Times of 30 OCtober 1986. In explaining his Company's withdrawal,

he said.

"GM's South African operations have been losing money for sever~l yp.ars. A

major portion of the troubles was generated by the existence of apartheid.

South Africa still lagged behind world opinion and unfolding events.

Since the South African economy is closely tied to political development~,

chances of a near term improvement in that deeply depressed economy seemed

equally dim."

Mr. Smith's linkage between the continuation of apartheid and the continued

weakness if not deterioration of the South African economy is a linkage that WP. in

the world need to reinforce. The South African regime must be left in no doubt

that as long as it persists with apartheid, it will continue to pay a heavy

political and economic price.

But that is not the Ql~Y reason why sanctions need to be imposed. The choice

for us who live in the rest o~ the world is not between sanctions and no sanction~.

the choice is between sanctions and an inevitable violent explosion. Those who

oppose the im~sition of sanctions in South Africa are only setving to make a

violent denouement more inevitable. This point was made forcefully by Ambassador

Joseph Garba, Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid, in his addreH~

to the World Conference on Sanctions against Racist South Africa in Paris in June

this year, when he said:

"The purpose of sanctions was neither to ruin the South African economy

nor to punish the people of the country. Such, on the contrary, would be the

consequences if the South African crisis were allowed to fester and come to a

head. The objective of the mandatory and comprehensive sanctions was to bring
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effect.ive pressure to bear upon the South African reqime in order fi,r it to

turn back from the road to disaster and the point of no return before it i~

too late."

Here I would like to add that ~ delegation hopes that when we consider the

sanctions to be impos~d on South Africa, some attention will be paid to two vital

sectors of the South African economy - its gold and diamond industr~.

Half of South Africa's $15 billion in foreign exchange comes from gold and

diamond exports. ~ concerted international eEfort to force down the ~rices of

these two commodities would hit the South African economy badly. Those who have

any aoubts about this should read E. J. Epstein's book, entitled The D~ath of the

Diamond. The coming collapse in diamond pri~es". Another big export earner for

South Africa is coal. Almost 60 per cent of South Africa's coal exports went to

Europe in 1985. Coal prices are already weakening because of competition from

falling oil ptices. South Africa will find it hard to i"crease its coal sales

outside Europe against the competition of other exporters. Hence, a complete ban

on the importation of South African coal would impose another major strain on the

South African economy.

The tragedy, however, in South Africa is that even as the sanctions and other

economic measures begin to bite, the Pretoria regime has opted to intensify

repression at home and aggression against its neighbours. The New York Times of

28 September 1986, citing estimates by civil rights monitoring groups, reported

that. more than 15,000 people have been detained since the Emergency proclaimed in

June 1986. About 3,000 of these were 16 years old or younger. Thousands more are

held under statutory security laws. Another report in the Star of 6 September

stated that, of the more than 2,700 trade unionists detained during the Emergency,

only four have been charged.
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During the Emergency, local police commanders 'exercised a lar.ge de~re~ of

autonomy resulting in random brutality. Many detainees were sUbject to the

~xcesses of Pretoria's poorly-trained and highly politicized police force. From

Sharpeville' to Soweto to Uitenh~age, the lesson has always been the saiRea the

chief threat to law and order in South Africa is from anarchic policemen. To hidp.

these atrocities the Pretoria regime has also imposed regulations to circumscrihp.

media coverage of POlice brutaLities in black residential areas of unrest.
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Besides suppressing internal dissent, the racist regime has conducted

vindictive attacks on the States neighbouring it. tn a letter dated 23 OCtober to

the Secretary-General, the Permanent Representative of Botswana reported recent

violations of up to 60 kilometres into Botswana's territory by South African armed

forces. In another letter, dated 21 October, the Permanent Representative of

Zambia transmitted the Maputo Declaration, which states that

"Terrorists recruited, trained, organized, directed, financed, supplied and

transported by South Africa attack front-line States

loot, pillage [and commit numerous other atrocities]".

(A/41/737, annex, para. 3)

They massacre •••

We do not know what South Africa hopes to accomplish with its continued

process of repression and aggression. Perhaps the white South Africans are trying

to prove that under pressure the Afrikaners will rally beyond the stockaded wagons

of the laager. Reaching back into its history, South Africa has tried to recreate

the legends of the great trek, the legends of the laager mentality and the l~gends

of the Boers circling their wagons to fight against great odds, to prove to

themselves and the outside world that they are a stubborn and invincible race.

Stubborn they may bel invincible they are not.

For this is no longer the nineteeth century. We stand here on the eve of the

twenty-first century, and the Afrikaners cannot pretend any longer that they can

shut themselves off from the outside world. This point was made by the

Conservative British magazine, The Economist, Which, in its issue of 1 February

1986, stated.

"The idea that Afrikaners are so different from anybody else that, if

kicked, they are bound to go backwards underestimates the intelligence and

overestimates the do-or-die heroism of modern Afrikaners, 90 per cent of whom
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are no longer bible-thumping boers. Like their English-speaking white

co~patriots, they have become part of the spoilt, affluent, suburban society,

whose economic-pain threshold may pr©ve to be rather lo~. That, at any rate,

seems to be the message of the white response to the black consumer boycotts·.

Instead of continuing with its futile policy of repression and aggression, the

Pretoria regime should heed the l lice given by the Commonwealth Heads of

Government and implement the five steps which the North-South summit requested it

to undertake. These were: first, dismantle the system of apartheid. secondly,

terminate the existing state of emergency, thirdly, release immediately and

unconditionally Nelson Mandela and other political leaders, fourthly, establi~h

political freedom and lift the existing ban on the African National Oongres~ (ANe)

and other political parties, and, fifthly, initiate a process of dialogue with a

view to establishing a non-racial and representative Government.

Those steps should, we believe, be implemented immediutely, and if there i~

any trace at all of political wisdom left in South Africa the Pretoria regime

should immediately and unconditionally release Nelson Mandela and star~ a serious

political dialogue with him.

Mr. LUPINACCI (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spani. ~). We are living in

a turbulent period of human history, characterized by hatred and divisions amon~

peoples, by the proliferation of the many forms of violence in many parts of the

world, and by repeated disregard for the fundamental rules of international

coexistence. In this world, which has grown greatly in knowledge but not very much

in conscience, there are still many oppressive systems that violate human rights.

Nevertheless, we have seen an increased recognition of a concept of the human

person under which each and every human being is seen as having his own dignity and

which makes all human beings essentially equal, enjoying inalienable rights,

without distinctions as to race, sex, language or religion - to use the werds of
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the Charter itself. Civilization continues to be tarnished by the violations of

those right~, but nowadays no legal regime, no political system would dare to deny

that concept or to institutionalize global and systematic discriminatory treatment

of human beings. Still less would they dare to institute a society based on any of

those forms of discrimination. But there is one exception. the South African

In South Africa a racist system has been established that has made the colour

of individuals' skin the criterion that basically determines who can and who cannot

enjoy the rights inherent in the human being. The South African regime thus

constitutes a challenge to the conscience of mankind - an open, objective, arrogant

act of defiance which does not need to be proved because it has been proclaimed by

the regime itself.

Therefore~ in this divided world in which we live, that repulsive, repugnant

situation has elicited rare unanimity among Governments and nations in condemning

it. And that condemnation increases with each pU'Jing day. This year, the various

forms of repression of the black population have increased even more, as we read in

the report of the Special C~mmittee against Apartheid (A/41/22 and Add.l). While

last year 800 persons were killed by the police and security forces and 4,000 wp.re

thrown into gaol, this year the figures are up to 2,500 killed and more than 20,000

arrested and detained, about a quarter of these are young people below the age of

18, and even children.

There have been reports of many cases of torture. There is rigid press

censorship. Within the framework of the state of emergency, which was instituted

last June and which empowers the security forces to arrest people without judicial

warrant and confers on those forces total freedom from prosecution, entire

religious congregations have been arrested, harsh repression has been inflicted
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upon black persons, soldiers have forced their way into schools and universities,

labour-union and civic centres, and a new massacre was carried out in Soweto on

26 and 27 August this year.

This affront to universal morality and the fundamental values of civilized

coexistence constitutes also a dangerous focal point for the disturbance of

international peace and security - not just because it is turning the internal

situation in the country into a volcano that radiates to neighbouring States, but

also because it takes the form of a constant threat to those States. This threat

has taken concrete form in repeated acts of subversion and aggression against thosp.

States, with a view to destabilizing them. The latest of these was the attack

carried out against Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe in May this year.

The failure of all efforts to persuade the Pretoria Government to abolish

apartheid by means of negotiations - such as the effort made by the group of

Commonwealth Eminent Persons or the appeals by various Governments - makes it clear

that the racist South African regime is clinging relentlessly to its policy.
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It is therefor~ our inescapable duty, in the universal forum of the United

Nations, to expose,· condemn and repudiat~ this criminal policy, to keep.

international public opinion aware of it and to offer the vi~tims of this hase

system the moral support and solidarity of the other peoples ~f the world.

However, it is clear that such condemnation alone is not enough. What is

needed is concerted international action, and the United Nations must urgently

adopt effective measures to avoid the destructive eruption of the volcano.

The Security Council must fulfil its primary responsihility of maintaining

international peace and security and take action under Chapter VII of the Charter

to impose mandatory sanctions on the Pretoria regime. It is high time we

remembered that Chapter VII exists and that the Security Council has heen given

powers which are the basis of the Charter security system. The Council must not

fail to use those powers.

Uruguay believes that firm, persistent action through the Organization could

bear fruit, including an effective embargo on arms and strategic materials, the

suspension of all military and nuclear co-operation, the denial of loans, a

prohibition on investments, and the suspension of cultural, 'sporting and other

relations in order to isolate the regime and weaken its resistance to the

fundamental changes needed in South African society.

At the same time, Uruguay associates ltself with other States concerned about

providing humanitarian assistance to those now suffering the effects of the harsh

repression meted out by the racist regime.

On the Day of Solidarity with South African Political Prisoners Uruguay's

Foreign Minister, Enrique Iglesias, sent to the Chairman of the Special Committee

against APartheid, Mr. Joseph N. Garba, a message in which he said among other

things:
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"Uruguay, which has Let~rned to its traditional position of staunch defender

of human rights, wishes, through you, to express its support and solidarity

to, all those who have endured persecution, imprisonment and torture in their

struggle against racism." (A/AC.llS/L.632, p. 2)

Uruguay has made the defence of human rights one of the fundamental pillars of

its political system and one of the f'lndamental goals of its international

conduct. In that context, it has since 1986, been a party to the International

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and it was the

first State to accept the competence of the relevant Committee to, receive

individual complaints. It has also ratified the International Convention Against

Apartheid in Sports, and it ~as repeatedly prevented South African athletes from

entering its national territory, in compliance with resolutions 38/14 and 32/l0S M.

The democratic Government of Uruguay joins in the universal condemnation of

the racist regime of South African, and once again puts on record its determination

to support all determined United Nations action to bring about the total

eradication of apartheid, with its attendant injustices and disturbance of

international peace.

Mrs. ASTORGA GADEA (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish) I We are

taking part today in the debate on this all-important question because, as a

non-aligned country, but above all as human beings sensitive to injustice, we feel
a

bound to take every opportunity to condemn not only the existence, but also the

continuation, of the crime against humanity being perpetrated in South Africa as a

consequence of the apartheid regime.

The escalation of internal repression, the constant aggression and

destabilization of the front-line States and the illegal occupation of Namibia - in

other words, the tension constantly prevailing in southern Africa - are a direct
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result of the South A.frican r~ime's policy' of apartheid, which g by its very

nature, depends on terror and oppression to survive.

The system of white supremacy in South Africa has survived thanks to the

practice of the most sophisticated and brutal methods of repression and also thanks

to the collaboration and suppo,'t of South Africa's allip.s.

As long ago as 1963 the former Prime Minister of South Africa,

Hendrik Verwoerd, told Parliament:

"The problem, reduced to its simplest terms, is simply this: we want to

maintain a white South Africa, and that means white domination, not whitp.

leadership, nor a South Africa guideti by whites, but white control, whi,te

supremacy."

In today's South Africa the whole country is completely segregated. The

overwhelming majority of the black population, totalling nearlY~23 million, are

compelled to live in the so-called bantustans, comprising only l3 per cent of South

African territory. In other words, the white racists, who total less thdn

5 million, have taken an 97 per cent share of that vast territory.

The Africans are regarded and treated as foreigners in their own homeland.

The pass system is one of the basic elements of apartheid. Sincp. its inception

over 13 million Africans have been accused of, or arrested for, alleged violations

of the pass law. The life of the South African black people is characterized by -

apart from racism and repression - high levels of illiteracy, malnutrition,

disease, hunger and infant mortality.

Faced with that situation, the heroic people of South Africa are rising today,

as they have in the past, against that heinous system. But the struggle for

freedom and justice in South Africa is not theirs alone, it is thp. struggle of the

international community, of all the peoples of the world.
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Throughout the sordid history of South Africa there have heen heroic chapters

of struggle and rebellion by the South African people, but never l~fore have the

people defied the o~pressive regime in the way they are defyin9 it today. Never

has the struggle been raised to its present level. In the tra9ic situation in

which they live, their only choice is to fight. If they cannot obtain justice by

peaceful means, they must fight for it and win i.t with all that remains to them,

their dignity.

If those who advocate pacifism and non-violence, those who call it RterrorismR

when violence comes from th~ oppressed and -legitimate defence- when it comes from

the powerful, those who call for moderation from those who ar! dying and those who

seek justice, if they truly want moderation, peace and non-violence, let them raisp.

their voices and take action in favour of justice - that is, in favour of the black

majority of South Africa and against !2!!!~.

How does the racist regime respond tOI the demands of the black population? It

does so with its only machinery for survival: terror. Brutal repression is

inflicted on the black people and there is an increase in the attacks and

aggression against the neighbouring countries which, carrying out their

international and human obligation, give refuge to those fleeing racist persecution

and seeking in other lands what they do not find in their own.
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The situation in South Africa is deteriorating daily. But we must realize

that general repression and threats of aggression no longer represent the strength

of the system, but rather its weakness. They reflect the fact that its inevitabtp

and total disappearance is close at hand. That is why the international community

must respond to the heroic efforts of the South African patriots to eradicat~

!fartheid. It is clear to the international community, and has been recognized by

the United Nations, that comprehensive and mandatory sanctions are undoubtedly the

~~st effective peaceful means available to the international community to end

apartheid.

However, we have witnessed with sorrow the fact that every time the Security

Council attempts, echoing in accordance with the views of the internationat

community, to implement its responsibilities under Chapter VII of the United

Nations Charter, it has been systematically blocked by the veto of two of its

permanent Members, precisely the two countries which benefit most from the crime

against humanity committed in South Africa and by the illegal occupation of Namibia.

With respect to sanctions, and in response to the sterile pretexts of those

opposing them, Comrade Oliver Tambo, President of the African National Congress,

speaking for millions of Africans said,

"Sanctions are a weapon that the international community should use

against the racist regime to weaken its capacity for aggression. You cannot

expect can and sanctions to tumble the system of apartheid. They are not an

alternative to the struggle of the South African people and Namibia. But it

is an important complement to that struggle."

On the other hand, and despite the desperate situation of so many millions of

human beings, the President of the United States insists that he opposes sanctions

because they would affect the black majority more than the Government of South
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Africa. Has anyone ever seen such hypocrisy? Since when has President RQagan

been worried about the fate of Africans? And since when, we ask ourselv€s has the

South African black majority enjoyed th~ comforts, the luxury and the wasteful

living of the racist minority?

The South African people itself has clearly and repeatedly' expressed its

support for sanctions. After all~ even if this did mean sufferinlg for them, can

they suffer any more than they are suffering already? As Bishop Desmond Tutu said

recently,

-This suffering seems to go on and on, if a new suff1ering can put an end to

it, then we accept it. M

But President Reagan resorts to every kind of slander when he vainly attempts

to defend sanctions against popular Governments. The hypocrisy of his actions and

the deceitfulness of his arguments in respect of sanctions becomes clearer each

day. When sanctions serve his interests, he applies them enthusiastically. When

they affect his interests adversely, sanctions automatically become illegal. Why

does he not apply against South Africa the economic sanctions ap~lied illegally

against Nicaragua? The answer is all too obvious. In the case of Nicaragua, the

United States is attempting to destabilize a country that is defendir.g justice and

self-determination. In the case of South Africa, the United States is defending a

regime which is denying those very rights to the South African people.

While in Washington and in other western capitals every kind of pretext is

adduced to explain their opposition to sanctions, South Africa itself is imposinq

sanctions against its neighbours. The already internationally repudiated policy of

constructive engagement was designed precisely to give Pretoria time to prepare

against sanctions. In addition to political, diplomatic and financial

collaboration, the United States, Israel and other Western Powers have helped South
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Africa to ensure its military supremacy in the area, in order to make it in~o the

gendarme and defender of ~perialist interests in southern Africa and the South

Atlantic.

\ihile in the Security Cou'l\cil sanctions are blocked, So\tth Africa is applying

sanctions against its neighbours. It is destroying their infrastructures,

boycotting their products, and sabotaging their means of communication and

transport. In response to such actions, what are the countries that oppose

applying sanctions·against Pretoria doing?

However, we want to express thanks to those Western countries that have

already taken measures against South Africa. We applaud the measures taken by' thp.

Nordic countries and hope other countries will follow that example. In conjunction

with the imposition of sanctions against South Africa, there must be substantially

increased support and co--operation for South Africa's neighbouring countries and

for the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference, to help them to

compensate for harm to their economies and reprisals by Pretoria.

Apart from persecutins the South African people Pretoria, in collusion with

Washington, finances and directs such puppets of colonialism as the mercenary bands

unloosed against Angola and Mozambique. We, the people of Nicaragua, the victims

of the same policy directed from Washington, cannot but extend our friendly hands

to those heroic peoples of southern Africa, especially the peoples of Namibia and

South Africa. Once again we welcome South West Africa People's Organization

(SWAPO) and the African National Congress, under whose leadership those countries,

sooner than later r will rekindle the torch of freedom, never again to be

extinguished.

Permit me to conclude with the wo~ds of Nelson Mandela during the trial in

Rivonia, and which today is the shining beacon and battle cry of all South African

patriots&
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"I have nourished the ideal of a free and democratic society where all

persons will live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an

ideal for which 1 hope to live, but if necessary, it is an ideal for w~ich I

am ready to die."

Mr. FARAH DIRIR (Djibouti): The indigenous South Af~ican majority has

made great sacrifices in the struggle to free itself from the woeful system of

apartheid. This vast majority has made it clear to the whole world that it will

never accept the humiliation of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid and

rejects the degrading confines of the native reserves the so-called Bantustans

which have become the most common pool for cheap labour that supports thp.

repressive policy of exploitation in the interests of the apartheid regime and its

foreign allies.

Moreover, the apartheid regime has created a hostile climate that has led to

political and economic destabilization in the southern region and made the

neighbouring sovereign front-line States vulnerable to South Africa's attacks and

acts of unprovoked aggression against thei. ~erritorial integrity to prevent them

from extending moral and material support to the liberation struggle of South

Africa and the Namibian people.

The South African racist regime in spite of the resolutions of the United

Nations, the Organization of African Unity (OAU), the NOn-Aligned Movement, and in

spite of world public opinion, has chosen to intensify its oppressive apartheid

practices through its terrorist acts of police brutality, violence and cold-blooded

massacre directed against the indigenous African majority to stifle the ongoing

struggle for their freedom and independence.



JSM/ct A/41/PV.63
'31

(Mr. Farah Oirir, Ojibouti)

Infuriated by the intensification of the lib~ration struggle and widening

global opposition, the South African racist regime has imposed a nationwide state

of emergency since July 1985 in an effort to crush and dissipate the unity of thp.

i~digenous African majority.

Despite all these repressive measures, we are highly encouraged to see that

the indigenous South African majority is now more united than ever before and that

South Africa's ter~or campaign of indiscriminate arrests and imprisonment of

religious and union leaders, politicians, community organizers, students, teach.!r~

and opponents of apartheid~ who have fallen victims of police brutality and

violence, cannot deter the freedom fighters from their determination tC) struqqle

for their nati~nr.: freedom and independence. This is an inescapable reality, that

in a matter of t~me will dawn in the aberrant minds of the aggressors an~

proponents of the apartheid regime.

We reiterate our condemnation of the imposition of a state of emergency, the

acts of terrorism and widespread genocide perpetrated by the South African army and

police force to promote fratricidal conflict and violence where Africans are pitted

against Africans in an effort to revive the outmoded colonial policy of "divide and

rule", aimed at the total subjugation and domination of the indigenous majority.

We express our great concern over the lack of progress in the ne90tiations

since last year towards the dismantling of the apartheid system and the resolution

of the overall question of political, economic and social emancipation of the

indigenous South African majority.

It is immoral and inhuman to allow the South African question to stagnate

while the atrocities perpetrated by South Africa continue to disintegrate and

destroy the very fabric of black South African society in flagrant violation of
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international legality, merely because the South African regime has shown its lack

of interest in negotiating with the interested and concerned parties.

It has become clear to the whole world that the racist regime of South Africa

will neither abandon its apartheid policy against the indigenous majority, nor will

it coexist with its neighbouring sovereign independent States, unless concerted

genuine international efforts are exerted to bring maximum pressure to bear on

South Africa by all developed and developing nations without exception.

We believe that any economic and financial collaboration with South Africa

will only augment its aggressive and belligerent capacity to intensify further its

brutal repression against the oppressed African majority in South Africa and

Namibia.

We, therefore, apPeal to all peace-loving nations to recognize the human

rights of the African majo~ity and reject all manoeuvres and strategies that

obstruct the ilitensification of the concerted efforts of the international

community to impose comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against SOuth Africa.

The delegation of Djibauti does not agree with the assertion that the

indigenous African majority would suffer under, rather than gain by, a programme of

sanctions against South Africa. We would rather insist that such an assertion be

made to align itself with the will of the great majority of the international

community that press for sanctions.

In spite of the various discouraging policies at variance with the ongoing

struggle against apartheid, we are gratifed to welcome the ever growing

anti-apartheid global consensus that is gathering force with accelerated momentum

to impose sanctions against South Africa. We hope that this consensus will work

tqwards an effective and total boycott that could force the evil regime of South

Africa to abondon its evil system of apartheid.
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We urge the peace-loving internutional community seriously to consider all,

aspects of &ocio-economic and military sanctions - including full and effective

implementation of the arms embargo - against SOuth Africa and specially those

designed to prevent it from acquiring a nuclear-weapon capability.

We demand the immediate release of Nelson Mande1~, together with all other

political prisoners and the lifting of the ban on liberation movements, political

activities and organizations. The South African regime must be made to bring about

fundamental political, economic and social reforms acceptable to the indigenous

African majority and to abandon its monoeuvres to divert the attention of the

international community from the real crisis by introducing the so-called

Constitutional reforms which are no more than a futile exercise to entrench

apartheid further.

There will be no peace or tranqui1ity in the region until the forces of

apartheid are defeated and the apartheid system itself completely dismantled and

destroyed. South Africa's acts of unprovoked aggression against the sovereignty

and territorial integrity of the neighbouring front-line States, aimed at

preventing them from extending needed support to the liberation struggle in South

Africa and Namibia, must be put to an end once and for all.

The South African indigenous majority deservedly needs all the moral and

material support the international community can generously extend to it for the

success of the rightful cause of its struggle for political, economic and social

independence.

Likewise, the front-line States should be helped to defend themselves against

the attacks and acts of aggression perpetrated by the armed forces of SOuth Africa.

All international efforts aimed at weakening the repressive machinery of the

apartheid regime must be welcomed by all peace-loving nations of the international

community.
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In thia r.spect, we support the commendable propo.al made at the second World

Conference on sanctions Against Raciat South Africa, recently held in 'aris, to

intensify tHe efforts to abolish apartheid br imposing comprehensive mandatory

sanetions against SOuth Africa.

In concluson, mr delegation would li~. to expres. its appreciation and

gratitude to the Special committee Against Ap!stheid which, under the competent

le.dership of Mr. Oarba of Nigeria, has ably presented its comprehensive report

(1/41/22) to the Aasembly. We congratUlate the Chairman and the members of the

committee on the trem.n4ous efforts they have exerted to pro~te campaigns againlt

apartheid and to gain world-wide support for the world-wide mobili.ation of action

against its evil practice in South Africa.

Mr. CHARLIS (Saiti) (Interpretation from Prench). History frequ~ntly

give•• short account of a per80n, an inva.ion or a Icourge in order to

characteri.e an entire period. Thol. who Look back at U8 tomorrow will certainly

.ingle out apartheid al the molt devastating evil of our age. Until proper therapy

il applied by the United Nations to eradicate it root and branch from our society,

we will have to continue dilcu.sing it, if only to take note of it. inoreasing

ravag.. and the reaction of the international community to it. pernioiou. effects.
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South Africa, having made apartheid the corner-stone of its system of

government, has thus, unfortunately for manldnd, taken unto it••lf valulia - or

rather p.eudo-yalues - Which one had thought to be completely obsolete. Racial

superiority, elevated to thllt level of State policy or philosophy, dictates the

conduct of the apartheid rulers, inspires their laws and institutions, and

impregnate. all their actions. 'rhe white minority has carved out for itself to the

exclusion of all others a unique and privileged place in SOuth African society and

has driven the black majority to the bottom of the social ladder, inflicting on

them conditions contrary to human dignity, .0 that there more than anywhere else

the rule Is grimly confirmed that the paradise of the privileged white. has as its

counterpart the hell of the black multitudes. Everything is done to consolidate

that situation. The laws are cynically manipUlated to keep the blacks in their

place, to perpetUAte the status quo, l.gali~ing the most inhuman practices designed

to stifle the most legitimate aspirations of the bullied, subjugated, exploited

ma8ses.

The international media now being hit br official prohibitions, the repressive

machinery in South Africa has a free hand to increased torture, arbitrary arrests

and murders in the name of law and order. More than 2,000 deaths have been

reported in the past 18 months. That figure reflects an escallation of violence

th~t increased further with the declaration of a state of emergency last June,

until Pretoria decided that only the Government Information Office was empowered to

issue daily lists of victims. , These victims are found not only within South

Africa, including the bantustans, but also beyond SOuth African borders and

territory inside neighbouring States, which the racist Government spares neither

its murderous raids nor its repeated attempts at destabilization. There, too,

Pretoria sows ruin, death and desolation. The warmongering spirit inherent in
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apartheid has proved to be a olear ~~reat to regional peaoe and security and,

indeed, to international peace and security.

In this regard, it should be borne in mind that. first, the Government of

South Afrioa has been instigating and supporting movements of rebellion against the

legitim&te Governments of neighbouring States, sp-oondly, the high priests of

apartheid not only support reactionary foroes but refrain from no aggressive act in

their attempt to impose their will in the region, thirdly, the illegal occupation

of Namibia continues to this day, in flagrant violation of the relevant United

Nations resolutions, and, fourthly, the possibility of interferenoe and aggression

against ne1ghbouring States is increasing with the strike capaoity of the racist

Government, whose nuclear power should on no aocount be underestimated.

It is largely thanks to the activities of the United Nations that the

international oommunity has been made aware of the extraordinary manifestations and

growing danger of this new form of fascism directed espeoially against the

non-white population. The Seoretary-General's report on the polioies of apartheid

of the Government of South Africa gives an account of the stages of the arduous

orusade being conducted within the United Nations against those that uphold that

doctrine. This is reflected in the various resolutions and legal instruments

adopted to date. However, that standard-setting contribution, though impressive,

had little chance of overooming the apathy or reservations demonstrated by some

unless preceded, accompanied and followed by a sustained mobilization effort to

which the majority of the agencies of the United Nations system made the best

possible contribution.

Thus, concerned Governments, non-governmental organizations, corporations and

societies, lay and religious institutions and youth movements joined in many cases
i

and to varying degrees in the great fight against apartheid. The outcome of those

efforts remains to be established. None the less, certain major achievements can
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be noted this year. We see them as milestones on the road that laust lead sooner or

later to the total elimination of apartheid.

Particular mention should be made of the work of the seven-member Commonwealth

Eminent Persons Group which, after the completion of its investigations,

unequivocally recommended the ~position of sanctions against South Africa and

suggested concerted action to prevent, in their words, the worst bloodbath since

the Second World War.

Other persons of equal eminence from the political, literary, artistic and

religious spheres have made similar statements, with which I ehall not now tax the

Assembly's patience. However, I cannot fail to refer to the historic decision of

the United States COngress to assume, for its country, a leadership role in the

struggle against apartheid. The same can be said of the initiatives of the

European Community and Japan, which clearly should be strengthened.

Lastly, we wish to pay a tribute to the canbatants, whose determination to

oppose by all the means available Pretoria's strategy of total war, grows stronger

every day. They deserve our most aotive support. It is the duty of the

international community to contribute in a more concrete way to the working out and

implementation of a functional strategy of appropriate response to this situation.
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This means that in addition to comprehensive mandatory sanction~, which is the

only peacefUl remedy left open to us, the international community should undertake

to provide increased material assistance to the liberation movements in South

Africa and to the South West Africa People's Organization, which are fi9hting in

the area what the united Nations resolutions have been unable to achieve thus far.

It is important also that the front-line countries should not be forgotten or

neglected, they should also, in any case, constitute the rear bases, of the

liberation armies. If, as is widely felt, Namibia's liberation from South Africa

has to involve a confrontation made inevitable by the racise regime, let us not

hesitate a moment to make sure that the freedom fighters are as well placed as

possible to cope with it.

Mr. DIATTA (Niger) (interpretation from French)z The events that have

taken place in South Africa since the last session of the General Assembly prove,

if any fuether proof were necessary, that the Pretoria regime is still

demonstrating its headstrong intransigence in pursuing the policy of apartheid,

that heinous system which the international community has described as a crime

against humanity and the world'S conscience, in the sense that it is based on

racism, exploitation and injustice, contrary to the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, which states that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and

rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in

the Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour or national

origin.

In the past year the oppressed population of South Africa has twice been

compelled to undergo a state of emergency, imposed by the apartheid regime, a state

of emergency in the course of which the legendary brutality of that regiIne was

given fUll rein. Hundreds of persons were killed, thousands of others were

imprisoned without trial, many of them having been tortured or ill-treated in
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prison. In fact, South Africa has become a veritable concentration camp where not

a day passes without blacks being killed through police violence.

The bantustanization policy and the forced displacement of populations have

also continued relentless~y, and their cruel effects have added to the already dire

situation of the· oppressed population of that country. The international community

as a whole has voiced its indignation and condemnation of this State terrorism of

the Government of SOuth Afrioa against the majority of the population, who want
.

only to enjoy their fundamental rights, freedom and justice in a society free of

apartheid, terror and oppression. The barbarism of the apartheid regtme is

irrefutable proof of the fact that the so-called reforms that it is supposed to

have undertaken are devoid of all substance. They are no more and no less than a

change in tactics directed to perpetuating apartheid.

The South African people have been very wary about these so-called reforms,

not only have they rejected them, but in the last two years they have intensified

their resistance throughout the territory. Proof of this is to be found in the

strikes and boycotts in the factories and schools, the massive protest

demonstrati~ns on the streets, and the growing armed struggle of the national

liberation movements. This fierce resistance has thrown the supporters of

apartheid into disarray and obligod them to impose a state of emergency on a number

of occasions, in a vain attempt to control situations that have become

uncontrollable. The determination of the South African people draws its strength

from their accumulated sufferings since the policy of apartheid was first

established, and from their unshakeable refusal to be deprived of their rights.

This struggle of the oppressed South African people against apartheid and

against the acts of atrocity of the racist regime in Pretoria have won the solid

support of world public opinion. Throughout the world, demonstrations are

organized to denounce this policy of the negation of human rights and fundamental
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freedoms, and as a result of thi~ mobilization the morale of the oppressed majority

in South Africa has been strengthened and they ha~e been encouraged to redouble

their efforts in their liberation struggle. Under the continued pressure of world

pUblic opinion many GOvernments, especially those which maintain every kind of link

with the racist regime in South Africa, have been induced to take certain economic,

military and trade measures. Those measures, even limited as they are in the case

of some countries, must make the South African GOvernment more aware of the fact

that it cannot remain unpunished for ever, and that sooner or later it will find

itself isolated in the international arenaf unless it takes the necessary radical

steps to dismantle apartheid and grant the just and legitimate claims of the

overwhelming majority of its people.

We must recognize that verbal co~demnation and moral indignation have in the

past led only to a hardening of the apartheid regime. Its obduracy is the result

of the incapacity of the international community to implement effective concerted

measures that could lead to a change in the atttude of the supporters of apartheid

and to the building of a non-racial democratic society in South Africa.

Consequently my delegation considers the time has come to go beyond mere

condemnation and ineffectual resolutions, which lead to no weakening of the

continuing challenge of South Africa's regime to the international community.

Indeed, the leaders in Pretoria have shown on more than one occasion that they take

no heed of the demands of morality and law. An exceptional situation calls for

exceptional action.

The excellent results of the World Conference on Sanctions against Racist

South Africa, held in Paris from 16 to 20 June this year, in our view provides an

excellent platform for the action which the international community should

undertake in order to achieve the eradication of apartheid. That conference

advocated the imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions that would include
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an extension of the arms embargo, an end ~o all military and nuclear collaboration

with South Africa, and would also be dir~cted against oil production investments in

South Africa .and bank loans to that country. By adopting such sanctions without

delay and applying them effectively, Member States acting together in this

Organization would not only give proof of solidarity with the people of South

Africa in their daily sufferings, which have continued for over 40 years now, but

would also show their unrelenting will to restore the moral authority and

credibility of our Organization, damaged because hundreds of the resolutions on

apartheid that have been adopted by its main organs have been treated with contempt

by the Pretoria regime.

The victory of the South Afric&n people will be inscribed in the pages of

history, and it is our imperative duty to hasten its advent.

The policy of apartheid of the racist Government of South Africa is also at

the root of conflicts in southern Africa, conflicts which jeopardize peace and

security in the sub-eontinent and are a serious threat to international peace and

security. Apart from the fact that they have imposed within their own frontiers a

regime of terror and pressure which is now reaching a climax, the leaders in

Pretoria are also acting outside their frontiers to destabilize their neighbours

and the front-line States. This policy is characterized by repeated acts of

aggression and a policy of military intervention that result in many victims among

innocent populations and serious material destruction.
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The recent raids against Angola, Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe show that the

racist regime in South Africa intends to continue its policy of military

intervention and weakening of its neighbours because of their continued support for

. the people of South Africa and Namibia .. ~ delegation once again condemns these

acts of aggression, which are being committed in violation of the recognized rules

of international law governing relations between States.. In our opinion, they

constitute a perfect illustration of the state terrorism carried out by South

Africa in the context of its deliberate policy of consolidation of the system of

apartheid and the intimidation of countries of the region, which have never

hesitated to support the struggle of the oppressed peoples of southern Africa

regardless of the heavy price they have to pay.. The international community must

give the front-line States, the victims of these acts of destabilization on the

part of South Africa, all the necessary support and material and financial

assistance in order to enable them to confront all these aggressions and to

safeguard their sovereignty and territorial integrity.

In conclusion, we wish to exPress to the Special Committee against Apartheid

and in llarticular to its Chairman, Mr. Garba of Nigeria, our sincere thanks for the

excellent report it has submitted this year, as well as for the efforts it is

making to ensure the advent in South Africa of a democratic, multiracial society in

which freedom, equality, dignity and the well-being of all will be guaranteed.

Mr. SIDDIKY (Bangladesh): My delegation submits that the racist regime

of South Africa is a blot on the conscience of man. We have allowed it to

contemptuously keep human dignity hostage for far too long. We have knuckled under

to its empty threats, cowardly cajolings and fraudulent promises. We have let it

behave like a spoilt child with outrageous and deplorable manners. In the false

hope that sympathy, understanding and constructive engagement would improve the

wayward child, we have spared it the rod.
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It has interpreted our inability to act as condoning its reprehensible and

irresponsible behaviour. Its odious conduct, if allowed to continue unchecked, can

only lead to disaster. The litany of wasted wordage in our earnest endeavours to

induce it to see reason is much too lengthy and utterly fruitless.

We are all agreed that apartheid is a hateful system and must go. It does not

conform to logic or reason. It flouts the values of peace and justice. It makes a

mockery of our civilization. It gives the lie to our cherished belief that in the

present century the equality of man is a universally accepted faith.

Shall we allow the mindless intransigence of a single Government, unwanted by

and hateful to a vast majority of its people, to b~reaten the peace and stability

of our planet? Shall we continue to sin by silence, when we should be protesting,

and thus allow ourselves to be arraigned ~fore the judgement of posterity? I feel

it would be a shame to do so. The occasion when the world pa;'d such a heavy price

by being conciliatory to a racist dictatorship in Europe was not so long ago as to

be erased from our memo~ies. All must recall that most horrendous episode in the

annals of man and exercise caution that it is not repeated.

Only a few miles from where we sit and deliberate stands the Statue of

Liberty. Her shining torch is a beacon of hope to man. It is meant to spread the

glow of freedom near and far. This Hall is much too close to the lady' s feet not

to allow those rays of deliverance to penetrate. It may be only a symbol, but the

nation that hosts us has achieved great heights and much glory by inscribing it

indeliby in its system of values. The symbol, therefore, deserves to be heeded, or

the celebrations of the recent centennial would be only meaningless fireworks. can

it be our intention that history should see the event as such? I do not think so.

In that case we must act. Time is of the essence. While we might not actually be

hurtling towards an earth-shaking calamity tomorrow, every delayed hour brings an
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additional pang of pain to some mother's breast in South Africa. Every delayed day

adds a year to what must seem &~ eternity of suffering to Nelson Mandela and

thousands of others.

For years on end we, the international community, have tried to argue with

Pretoria that its ways are erroneous. We have attempted to reason with it. We

have tried, one after the other, every conceivable peaceful means to change its

ways - all but one, to which I shall come soon. The regime now talks of reforms.

You cannot reform injustice. You must eliminate it. I echo the sentiments of the

respected Olof Palmes a system like apartheid cannot be reformed) it can only be

aboli.shed.

If Pretoria complains that it is being treated as an international pariah,

surely the fault is its own. Since it will not act to dismantle the evil of

apartheid on its own, the world must take it upon itself to do so. The only

remaining peaceful means for this appears to be comprehensive mandatory sanctions.

If Chapter VII of the Charter was written with a purpose in view, what other

situation could be more appropriate for its application than this?

We must immediately impose, and strictly maintain, embargoes in at least f~ur

crucial ereas. First, all countries must desist from providing South Africa with

military and nuclear equipment and technology. These should include dual-purpose

items such as computers, radars and other electronic equipment. Such technology,

in theory procured for civilian purposes, in practice enhances military

capability. The Security Council should urge all concerned to abide by its

resolution 558 (1984). Its implementation must be closely monitored, if necessary

by an intergovernmental agency.
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Secondly, the supply and transport of oil, gas and other essential commodities

that will help prop up the regime must cease forthwith. No trading concern should

be allowed to benefit from the compliance of others. The Special Committee against

Apartheid should exercise the utmost vigilance in this regard and expose the guilty.

Thirdly, there should be total stoppage of all ~xternal financial flows into

that country, investments, credits and loans, private, governmental and

international. There must be no further lendings to SOuth Africa.

Fourthly, all human contacts with the South African Government, or elements

that represent it, should be reduced to a min~um. Such isolation will build up

psychological pressure upon the Government. Its power is greater than it is often

seemingly perceived to be.

I am aware of the argument that these steps would increase the sufferings of

the majority in South Africa and the peoples of the States bordering it, but they

have themselves time and again stressed that it is a price for freedom they are

willing to pay. COming as I do from a nation that has paid a heavy price for

liberty, let me assure you that lasting freedom is never cheaply obtained. If some

black States in Africa are not complaining, let me remind you that one has not

converted a man just because one has silenced him.

We unflinchingly support the demand that the Pretoria regime release

immediately N~lson Mandela and all other prisoners, detainees and restricted

p~rsons. It must lift the state of emergency forthwith and abrogate its

discriminatory laws. All workers must be granted full trade union rights. Its

Bantustan structures must be eradicated, its marauding troops withdrawn from

southern Angola and political dialogue initiated with genuine leaders of the

majority population with a view to the immediate eradication of apartheid and the

establishment of representative government.
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To the whites of South Africa let us pledge our support and co-operation in

assisting the evolution of a relationship of harmony and peaceful coexistence with

the black majority. The international community must and will make every effort in

that direction. We urge upon the whites, then, to delink themselves from their

abhorrent Government. They would by so acting, do justice to the values that they

surely hold close to their hearts. They must join that groundswell of protest

whose echoes are soon boun i to reverberate through the continents.

Sanctions might not end apartheid tomorrow, or the day after. But they would

certainly coliltribute to the process. By imposing them, therefore, we would

vindicate ourselves to history and, most important, to our conscience for at least

having tried.

Mr. KOUASSI (Togo) (interpretation from French) I History and sometimes

nature have inflicted on Africa ,{~ny sufferings and, indeed, full scale tragedies.

Among those, the arrogant and despicable policy of apartheid of the Government of

South Africa stands out as an insolent act of defiance.

Apartheid, which is a real tragedy for Africa, is also an unbearable

misfortune for any man who cherishes freedom, justice and tolerance. Apartheid, a

disgrace to the whole of mankind in the sense that it is identified with the

implementation of an ideology leading to total racism, is a denial of human

dignity. In our mind, dignity is the prime asset of a people and an individual,

the most valuable asset ranking higher than any other, whether spiritual or

material, to which man can legitimately aspire.*

Apartheid is degrading psychologically, repulsive morally and unjustifiable

politically. It is a crime against the peace and security of mankind.

*Mr. Hanar (Suriname), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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That is why at the eighth summit meeting of non-aligned countries in Karare we

heard that great voice which has just been silenced forever, the voice of one of

the most eminent figures of Africa, an example of courage and self-denial, one of

the most persistent opponents of apartheid, statel

"There is no democratic apartheid, no human apartheid, no peaoeful

apartheid. Apartheid is a denial of justice, equality and social standards.

It is an institutional violation of human rights. Like colonialism, apartheid

cannot be reformed."

This edifying and trenchant pronouncement, which clearly deals with one of the

most revolting outrages of our age, was uttered by the much lamented

P~esident Samora Moises Machel shortly before his tragic death last 19 OCtober. We

again bow before his illustrious memory and pay him a deep tribute.

The Pretoria regUne, cballenged in its own country and condemned and hemmed in

from abroad, is now more isolated than ever. There is no doubt that change is

inevitable in South Africa and recent political developments in that country bear

that point out.

In South Africa one of the predictions of SObukwe, a faithful companion of

Nelson Mandela is coming true. Be said'

liThe beginning of the end of a system takes place when a people refuses

to run institutions likely to perpetuate its oppression."

That is what the world is now witnessing in South Africa. The PeOple of SOuth

Africa now more than ever before is determined to fight to the death, if necessary

barehanded against rifles and submachine guns. The blacks of SOuth Africa no

longer fear death and are no longer satisfied with concessions or reforms announced

by the GOvernment.
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In the face of the popular offensive, the Pretoria Government has been

resorting to subterfuge and ploys but, having failed to outwit the vigilance of the

internat1.('J.Pal community as to the real motives and many implications of its policy

of white-washing apartheid and breaking the stubborn resistance of the South

African people, the Pretoria Government is increasingly engaging in oppression and

repression. As a result of the state of '~iergency decreed in July 1985, the

security forces have been acting in a completely arbitrary manner.

Hardly a day passes without police violence. If it is not a case of peaceful

demonstrations repressed in a bloodbath, we see school children being shot down by

the South African police or the leaders of black representative movements who are

arrested without trial. The only thing those blacks can ask for is recognition of

the most elementary rights provided by the Charter and by the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights.

But the new vicious cycle of terror to which Pretoria has committed itself

shows that it is a desperate attempt to preserve the distinctly shaky foundations

of racial discrimination in that country. Otherwise, how can one account for the

reimposition and maintenance of the state of emergency with its increasingly

massive arrests and arbitrary detentions, violence, killing, suppression of freedom

of assembly and the press?

The report of the Secretary-General eloquently testifies to the gravity and

urgency of the present situation. As the report states.

"During the first period of emergency, over 500 persons were killed in

police violence and nearly 7,800 were detained without charge or trial,

including more than 2,000 children under 16 years of age. In addition,

3,600 persons were held under the security legislation. Two months after the

second state of emergency was imposed, by South Africa's own admission,

8,551 people had been detained without charge or trial. According to human
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rights monitoring organizations in South Africa, the actual number may be

closer to 13,000, with another 2,200 already detained since January 1986 under

the Internal Security Act. Many other detainees are women and children,

church and trade union leaders, journalists, youth, student and community

leaders. Detained people are often reported to be ill-treated and tortured.

Many have died in detention. In the ongoing confrontation, 754 persons were

killed during the period from January to May 1986 alone". (A/4l/638, para. 6)

For 40 years now this Organization has been dealing with the policy of

apartheid of the Government of South Africa, 40 years in which impressive efforts

have been made by the international community to put an end to that odious system

of racial discrimination. But also during those 40 years, the South African

Government, disregarding the relevant resolutions of the united Nations and

strengthened by the indUlgent complicity of certain Powers, has devised a thousand

ploys in order to ensure the survival of apartheid. It is no longer a secret that

the abstentions in this very Hall on such an important problem are really

full-scale vetoes.
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'!'he apartheid regime is, still, even today, defying the conscience of mankind -

but its days are numbered. In the past two years~ the abrogation of certain racial

laws in South Africa, the challenge to the very doctrine of apartheid by

distinguished leaders of the ruling party, and the failure of the institutional

reforma have all constituted proof of the cracks that have been caused in the

system of apartheid by many inside and outside pressures.

The proclamation of 1986 as the International Year of Peace will undoubtedly

go down in history as one of the high points of the struggle against apartheid. In

that respect, a significant element is the ever-wider consensus in the world in

support of the application of economic sanctions against South Africa. The

imperative need for these sanctions was reaffirmed unambiguously by the World

Conference on Sanctions against Racist South Africa, held in Paris from 16 to

20 June 1986) by the International COnference for the Immediate Independence of

Nuibia, held in Vienna from 4 to 11 July 1986, by the Twenty-second Summit

COnference of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity,

by the Eighth Summit COnference of Heads of State and Government of the Movement of

Non-Aligned COUntries, and by the fourteenth special session of the United Nations

General Assembly, devoted to Namibia. We should also note and commend the

Commonwealth for the series of sanctions adopted on 4 August last and various

European countries for the restrictive trade measures they have taken.

FUrthermore, the decision taken on 2 OCtober last by the united States COngress to

impose economic sanctions against South Africa is a far-reaching political act that

does credit to the American people. This is an encouraging example in regard to

the total and final eradication of the inhuman apartheid system.

Today more than ever before the intensification of a variety of measures

against Pretoria is an urgent task which the international community must tackle
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energetically in order to meet without delay the constant challenge thrown down by

South Africa to the promotion and defence of human dignity.

The apartheid system has been clearly condemned by the world community as a

whole. The longer it takes for that system to disappear, the greater will be the

suffering and chaos. That is why mandatory economic sanctions against SOuth Africa

under Chapter VII of the Charter are the strict minimum. They are justified by

several considerations. In the first place, they are justified because South

Africa has contemptuously thrown down a challenge to the United Nations by ensuring

the failure of all the resolutions and decisions on southern Africa, and the

humiliation of that failure discredits us all. Secondly, the sanctions are

justified because this defiant attitude is constant and because direct and indirect

attacks a9ainst the independent States neighbouring South Africa continue.

Finally, South Africa deserves these sanctions because the insults, the slavery,

the violence and the dangers to peace and security inherent in the policy of

organized racism are a crime against humanity.

Moreover, we should also welcome the two recent initiatives taken,

respectively, by the Twenty-Second 3ummit Conference of Heads of State and

Government of the Organization of African Unity and the Eighth Summit Conference of

Heads of State and Government of the MOvement of NOn-Aligned Countries. Here we

are referring to the establishment of an ad hoc standing committee of Heads of

State or Government to follow developments in the question of South Africa, and the

establishment of a committee of foreign ministers to maintain contacts with the

Western countries in order to accelerate Namibia's independence and the abolition

of apartheid.

The United Nations must institute a programme of economic and technical

assistance to the front-line countries to help them cope with the adverse effects



BCT/haf A/41/PV.63
58

(Mr. Kouassi, 'logo)

of the state of war sustained by South Africa in the region and with the possible

unfavourable economic consequences of the application of sanctions against the

apartheid re~ime.

In the ::ramework of the struggle against apartheid, special attention should

be given also to humanitarian and legal assistance to persons persecuted under

repressive and discriminatory legislation in South Africa and Namibia. The efforts

made to that end by the SecretarY-General and the Committee of Trustees of the

United Nations Special Pund for South Africa to increase the amount of the Pund

should be given encouragement by all Member States in the form of substantial

voluntary contributions.

The leading role played by the Special Committee against Apartheid since its

establishment in mobilizing international public opinion in favour of, and making

it more aware of, the struggle against racial discrimination should also be

commanded.

The Togolese Government has always scrupulously complied with resolution

1761 (XVII) which was adopted by the General Assembly in 1962 and called for

diplomatic and economic sanctions against South Africa. Indeed, on 29 August 1967

the ~olese Government, by Decree No. 67/179, adopted the following measures I No

diplomatic and consular relations shall be established between the 'logolese

Government and that of South Africa. Direct or indirect trade with that country is

prohibited. Ships and aircraft registered in that country cannot call at 'logolese

ports, and ships and aircraft that are Togolese or registe~ed in ~o may not call

at ~'lth African ports. Ships and aircraft registered abroad and coming from or

going to South Africa cannot transit through Togolese ports or airfields, and the

sale, shipment and transit of weapons, munitions of all types, military vehicles

and oil products are prohibited. The issuance of visas for transit through or

entry into 'legolese territory by citizens of the RepUblic of South Africa is
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prohibited - unless there are special circumstances, to be determined by Tbgolese

authorities.

The Togolese Government reaffirms, through my voice, its firm condemnation of

the abhorrent system of apartheid. It believes that only the imposition of

comprehensive mandatory economic sanctions can bring about the complete and final

elimination of racial discrimination in South Afric' by peaceful means.

Apartheid, which constitutes a negation of human values, is an anachronism

which must be destroyed once and for all.

Despite the rigours and excesses of the oppression and repression to which the

South African people have been SUbjected for many years now by the racist Pretoria

regime, that people remains more devoted than ever before to its profound

aspiration to freedom, justice and dignity. These men, women and children who have

already, by the hundreds, by the thousands and even by the tens of thousands,

opposed apartheid and given their lives to bring about a democratic multiracial

society must not be allowed to fall into oblivion. Their example of bravery and

tenacity should be an inspiration to us in our efforts to combat the abhorrent

policy of racial discrimination. The mere condemnation of that policy can no

longer suffice. Action by the international community is now required.

Notwithstanding its grief and its tragedies, Africa is still a continent of

immense hope for all men of goodwill who cherish peace, justice, freedom and

tolerance. The urgent, indeed essential, task awaiting them now is to help dispel

the dark cloud of hatred and violence which each day hangs more heavily over

southern Africa, threatening to poison the whole continent and send it up in

flames.
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We wholeheartedly desire for South Africa - and are working hard for this

every day - the ccming of a just, egalitarian, free and harmonious society, a

multiracial society enriched by all its members and all its differences, where

everyone can fraternize in peace and security, in keeping with that noble, sublime,

divine message addressed to the whole world by Saint Bxuperyl "Brother, if you are

different from me, far from bullying me, far from oppressing me, far from

dominating me, you enrich me·.
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Mr. BARNETT (Jamaica)a FOr certain of our detractors it is perhaps

tempting to conclude that the meetings of the General Assembly devoted annually to

the policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa have, through constant

repetition, now been reduced to mere ritualistic exercises. Such mistaken

conclusions would be formed on the basis of the fact that for over 40 years South

Africa's racial policies have been under examination by the international community

and, more specifically, for over 20 years the issue of the policies of apartheid

itself and their grave implications for international peace and security have been

under intense scrutiny by the United Nations. Thus it may be felt that with the

passage of tirnn our :epeated denunciations of Pretoria's unrestrained actions and

its flagrant vi~lation of the most sacred principles of the Charter have become

palliatives to assuage our collective guilt for the stubborn persistence of

apartheid.

Yet, despite the fact that the grim features of the abhorrent and evil

apartheid system still remain in place, its basic philosophy is now being openly

challenged and defied and its foundations have been severely shaken, largely as a

result of the rising tide of anti-apartheid resistance in South Africa itself. In

addition, the international community has become far more sensitive to the plight

and sufferings of the internal opponents of apartheid. For this the mounting'

global anti-apartheid campaign has been largely responsible. In recent times we

have also witnessed far more concerted and deliberate actions taken in response to

the brutality of the racist regime.

Despite the painfully slow progress which has been achieved, my delegation

shares the vie~ that the anti-apartheid struggle has reached such a crucial stage

that we must redouble our efforts to sustain and intensify the international

campaign to secure the total eradication of the evil of the system.
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As the Secretary-General, in his annual report to the forty-first session, has

so appropriately and correctly emphasized, the issue of apartheid is in reality far

more than a p~oblem of human rights abuse.

"It is a problem with tenacious racial, political and economic roots -

one that jeopardizes the stability and security of an entire region. Only the

total elimination of apartheid will restore peace to South Africa and to

southern Africa as a whole." (A!41/1, p. 12)

With each passing day the risks of an open racial conflagration in the region

are increased. It therefore remains a major responsibility and obligation of the

international community to act expeditiously and coherently.

We also have to look to the future. We must be prepared to assist the people

of a free Azania as they confront the challenges of r~moulding and refashioning

their country on the basis of a unitary multiracial society based on majority rule,

in accordance with the principles of equality, justice and freedom. This will be

no easy task, especially taking into account the debilitating legacy of the

policies of apartheid and racism. Also of major concern are the traumatic and

depressing effects which these policies have wrought on the psyche and self-esteem

of the oppressed mAjority.

One of the most distinctive and insidious characteristics of the apartheid era

has been the deliberate and pai~staking efforts of the racist leaders to use all

the available means of State power to deprive and dispossess the black people of

any measure of self-esteem, self-worth or dignity and to turn them into objects of

cheap labour and economic appendages of the apartheid system. Within the context

of an overall political ideology pursued with great ze~lousness and

single-mindedness, the racist leaders have been able to establish systematic,

comprehensive and strictly enforced control by the State over blacks in all spheres
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of their lives, and in particular in their movement to urban areas and in their

empl~ment and residential opportunities. The principal policy instrument for the

perpetuation of separateness and racial segregation has been and continues to be

the maintenance of the so-called homelands or bantustans for the confinement of

surplus black populations, based on the former so-called tribal reservese

Despite the much pUblicised announcement of the introduction of reforms within

the apartheid system, including the abolition of the notorious pass laws, no

meaningful steps heve been taken to undermine the main structure of white dominance

or to dismantle the so-called independent homelands. While seeking to make ~ach of

the cosmetic reforms, the apartheid regime has effectively sought to strengthen its

racial enforcement measures through other legislative means, such as the Group

Areas Act, anti-squatter laws, pUblic health regulations, slum clearance laws, the

non-availability of housing and the envisaged orderly "rbanization measures.

As my delegation has had occasion to observe in the past, repression at home

and aggression abroad continue to be the two main features of Pretoria's grand

regional design. These have as their objective the maintenance of Pr~toria's

military and econemic power in the r~gion, which would in turn facilitate the

perpetuation of the abhorrent apartheid syst~~.

Externally, we are all aware of Pretoria's relentless campaign of military

aggression, subversion and destabilization against the front-line States, the most

frequent victims of which have been Angola, MoZambique and Lesotho, and more

recently Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana. We remain deeply disturbed not only by the

alarming frequency of these attacks, but also by the unremitting objective of

undermining the political structures of these countries so as to make them

subservient and totally acquiescent in Pretoria's policies.

Also of concern to Jamaica are the most recent attempts by the racist regime

to apply increasing economic pressures on the front-line States because of their

--- -------- ----
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unflinching opposition tQ the discredited apartheid policies and their support for

firm and resolute action against Pretoria. These pressures have undoubtedly caused

severe hardships to the vulnerable economies of the front-line States, which,

because of geography and history, are extensively tied into the South African

economy. By virtue of its economic leverage and widespread sabotage, the Pretoria

regime has been able to cause serious dislocation and damage to the fragile

economic infrastructures of the neighbouring States. The weaknesses of these

economies have been made worse by the need to divert scarce resources boWards the

development of counter-measures and also to try to strengthen their defence

capabilities.

It was precisely in view of the mounting difficulties facing the front-line

States, and in the light of the threats of further military and economic action by

South Africa, that the Heads of S~ate or Government of non-aligned countries, at

their recent summit COnference in Harare, adopted a Special Declaration on southern

Africa, inoluding the establishment of a Solidarity Fund for Southern Africa. The

main objectives of the Fund are to mobilize assistance for the front-line States

and other neighbouring countries and to provide emergency and long-term aid for

infrastructural development, in order to lessen their dependence on South Africa

and to enhance their capacity to withstand the effects of sanctions. We fervently

hope that the deserving and noble objectives of the Solidarity Fund will meet with

gene~~us and sympathetic support within the international community.
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The ongoing turmoil and conflict in southern Africa have their roots in the

problem of apartheid and in the reckless and dangerous policies and actions bei~1

pursued by the Pretoria regimee The imm~nse challenges confronting the entire

region in the restoration of peace, racial harmony and enduring stability are the

legacy of aparthe~. The special obligation of the international community in

successfully overcoming these challenges must be assessed.

The time for urgent action has Long passed. We must act decisively and

resolutely to rid the world of the menace posed by the racist leaders in Pretoria.

As was emphasized by Mre Hugh Shearer, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Foreign Affairs of Jamaica, in his address at the Harare summit Conference, Jamaica

believes that the call for comprehensive economic sanctions is the result of a

considered judgement that these constitute the ~,ly peaceful means remaining to put

pressure on the South African Gove~nment to engage urgently in a process of real

dialogue and negotiation for the termination of the apartheid system.

Also in his statement the Deputy Prime Minister specifically proposed that

financial sanctions be comprehensively applied - that is, sanctions on investment

flows, ~ividends, remittances, trade credits, insurance and so on. These are

likely to have the quickest and most clinical effect in putting the necessary

pressure on the Pretoria regime. We should like once again to recommend these

proposals for the urgent consideration and action, by Pretoria's influential

tra~ing partners in particular. We wish to express our satisfaction and support

for the vari~~~ volllnta~y measures which have been adopted by certain Western

countries to date with a view to applying further pressure on South Africa. While

we welcome any additional m~~~ures that may be adopted by Member States, it is

necessary for us to ensure that the Pretoria regime is not allowed to circumvent or
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undermine the measures which have been applied with great effectiveness so far,

including the mandatory arms embargo and the steps taken to impose a total oil

embargo.

Jamaica believes that it is opportune to tighten the screws on South Africa

through more concerted and resolute collective action in order to force the regime

to commence meaningful negotiations for the ~ediate dismantling of the apartheid

system. ibere are no other peaceful means available. Further Cl.elay and inaction

can result only in unneces@arily prolonging the misery and suffering of the

oppressed people.

In conclusion, Jamaica wishes to reiterate its firm resolve and determination

to lend all support and assistance to the efforts of the international community

in the further intensification of the anti-apartheid campaign and for the total

elimination of the system of apartheid and racial discrimination in South Africa.

We also pledge OUt continued support for the struggles of the peoples of SOuth

Africa for the final realization of their legitimate aspirations to freedom,

self-determination and equality and for the preservatioa of their human dignity and

self esteem.

Mr. SINCLAIR (Guyana). '!'he struggle against aparth\!id lost a valiant

fighter in the late President of Mozambique, Samera Machel. In southern Africa,

that zone where apartheid continually mocks national independence and State

sovereignty, Samera Machel was more than a Mozambican. He will be remembered as a

southern African freedom fighteru an inveterate foe of apartheid. Just as his life

was inseparable from the struggle against apartheid, so even in his death do we

look for the sinister hand of apartheid.
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As Marcelino dos Santos wrote in his poem -Rere w~ were born·,

•••• today's bitter cloud is a moment's pain which the rain must dry.·

Yes, the drying of that pain means, allOng other things, overcoming the absurdity of

Samora Machel's death, it involves giving a meaning to his death, even as he

himself gave meaning to his life.

And in this regard the Angolan poet Relder Nato offers in his poem

·We shall not mourn the dead·, some helpful thoughts. He wrote,

·We shall take the e~nmple of your heroism, of your courage,

TO go forward as far ~s possible as fast as posBible,

And so we shall turn your heroism to good use for our people

On the earth that covers you, comrade.·

We must certainly see a challenge to put samora Machel's heroism and courage

to good use for the benefit of the people of Mozambique, indeed of all the peoples

of southern Africa, and there are ways of so doing.

Apartheid is not merely the South African or the Namibian problem. It is the

problem of all of South Africa's neighbours, sane of which emerged into

independence after a ptotracted and costly liberation struggle, but all of which,

in the wake of independence are obliged even to defer the tasks of development and

nation-building in order to concentrate on simple ~urvival and defence against

South Africa's acts of aggression and destabilization. OVer the years the Pretoria

regime has waged an unremitting campaign of destabili3ation and economic

dislocation against front-line States. In addition to straight military

aggression, with its consequent loss of life, the South Africans have

systematically sought to hurt these States through disrupting alternative transport

networks in order to force regional trade through its own, more expensive routes,

it has systematically destroyed infrastructure, such as power lines and oil

installations, schools, factories and so on.
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Mozambique and the late Samora Machel are but symbols of this phenomenon in

southern Africa, whose effects are all the more debilitating because of the

historical dependence of some of those States on South Africa.

President Machel's death, in particular its special circumstances, dramatizes

the situation of South Africa's neighbours and must be seen as a stimulus to the

international community to intensify support for the front-line States in their

efforts to defend their sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity against

South Africa, to reduce their dependence on Pretoria and to intensify economic and

other co-operation annng themselves. The Southern Africa Development Co-ordination

Conference (SADCC), sYmbolizes the determination of South Africa's neighbours in

this regard. The States members of that Conference are also taking action on an

individual basis with the same objectives in mind. Support for these efforts would

be a contribution to reducing the effects and therefore the force of apartheid in

southern Africa.

But the death of Samora Machel should serve no less as a stimulus to

intensified action for eradicating apartheid within South Africa and Namibia.

Speaking at this late stage of the debate there is hardly a need for me to detail

the horrors of life under apartheid.

To be sure since the Assembly last considered this question there has been

significant progress recorded in our struggle. More than ever before, and even

despite the curtain of secrecy which the Pretoria regime has drawn around South

Af~ica, the masses of people in Europe and in North America and the Pacific have a

better. understanding of the realities of life under apart~eid, and that deeper

understanding has led to increased and more forceful action. Disinvestment and

sanctions have passed from being issues of debate to become options which some

reluctant Governments, corporations and universities c" no longer resist.
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Internally - and this is particularly noteworthy - contradictions are more manifest

and widespread as voices of rejection and of decency and justice surge forth out of

the very fortresses of apartheid. The Dutch Reformed (hurch, a stronghold of

apartheid, has reversed itself after several years and has taken the position that

that odious system is un-Christian. Whites are demonstrating in greater numbers

their opposition to the racist philosophy of their Government.

At the same time, international support for the anti-apartheid struggle has

intensified significantly during the past year, and in this regard, the S~!al

Committee against Apartheid, under the dedicated and enlightened chairmanship of

Ambassador Joseph Garba of Nigeria, has rendered service of special value. That

intensification is evident first of all in the important conclusions and

recommendati~ns of the World Conference on Sanctions against Racist South Africa,

held in Paris last June, which themselves have had an impact on the polici~s of

some European Governments.

Likewise, the Heads of States or Government of non-aligned countries, meeting

in Karare last September, took some important initiatives in relation to South

Africa, which have already been detailed by preceding speakers.

In the context of stepped-up international support for the struggle, I must

mention the action of the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group, which sought to bring

about change in South Africa through peaceful negotiation. The report of that

Group constitutes a frank and authentic statement of the realities of life under

apartheid and an authoritative response to all those who argue in favour of

supporting Botha's efforts at reform or of constructiv~ engagement. Botha himself

discredited the policy of constructive engagement. The Commonwealth Eminent

Persons Group's report confirms the bankruptcy of that policy.

But what of even more critical and decisive importance during the past year

has been the indomitable spirit and heroism of the oppressed PeOple of South Africa
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whom the apartheid system itself has turned into militants and who, casting aside

fear, defiantly confront the racist army in the streets, the schools and the

churches of the black townships. That heroism, that ~ourage, those slender bodies

broken in Soweto and Port Elizabeth, they are our promise that apartheid will

eventually be defeated. It is that spirit that the intern~tional community and

particularly the Western European members are summoned to support and encourage.

Earlier speakers in this debate referred to a moral obligation for the

international community to recognize to assist the victims of apartheid. This

obligation, I submit, rests with Western Europe in particular.

If apartheid is a crisis in the lives of the non-white PeOples of SOuth

Africa, it is also a crisis in the conscience of Western Eur~pe and for the present

purpose I include the United states in this classification. What apartheid denies,

what it undermines, what it impugns, is the strength of certain values which the

West professes and has otherwise done so much to defend and to m&ke universal -

values as basic as freedom and justice. Yet, paradoxically, it is two Western

vetoes in the Security Council that have been preventing a move to enforcement

action against South Africa. It is precisely Western softness towards the pretoria

reg~e that encourages apartheid. It is Western investments that subsidize and

underpin apartheid. Who introduced "constructive engagement" into the vocabulary

of southern African politics? When 45 members of the Commonwealth supported the

imposition of economic sanctions against South Africa, who was it that stood out

against such action? Which country is the largest single supplier of capital to

South Africa?

So, when we call for a more supportive attitude towards the anti-apartheid

struggle, we are in a true sense merely recalling the West to its own traditions

and values, which themselves encourage us in our efforts in support of that

struggle.
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This Organization, committed as it is to the dignity and worth of the human

person and to promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental

freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, has a sacred duty to the

suffering PeOple of South Africa and of; Namibia to expose fully the collaboration

which still takes place with the Pretoria regime and which helps to perpetuate

apartheid and stimulate max~um international pressure for the ending of that

collaboration.

It was less than seven months ago that the world witnessed a show of force

against Libya by the same two States, incidentally, which have been blocking action

by the Security COuncil against South Africa. This show of force was carried out

for the stated purpose of punishing Libya for what was described as its promotion

of terrorism. Delegations will recall how severely that show of force was censured

by a majority of speakers in the Security COuncil, as well aa by the poreign

Ministers of non-aligned countries, who were meeting in New Delhi et the time.

It is difficult to understand how the passion for fighting terrorism cools so

noticeably when the perpetrators are the Pretoria regUne and when the prevailing

sentiment on the African continent and in large parts of the world is in favour of

decisive action against that regUne.

The daily experience of the front-line States is that in Africa terrorism has

its headquarters inside Pretoria. Pretoria's terrorism cost the nine States

members of the Southern African Development CO-operation Conference (SADCC) more

than $10 billion between 1980 and 1984, to say nothing of the loss of irreplaceable

human lives. Africa cannot understand why the judges of terrorism continue to turn

a blind and permissive eye to the savage acts of terrorism that are daily being

visited upon the inhabitants of the front-line States and of Namibia. Those that

see themselves as champions of and standard-bearers for human rights and
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anti-terrorism throughou~ the world tarnish their own credentials by the

permissiveness and tolerance which they show towards the terrorism which is part of

the practice of apartheid.

What is even worse, in the current phase of the struggle, such tolerance

amounts to accommodation with apartheid and is dangerous. To hold out to the

embattled Pretoria regime any promise or indication that it can still rely on some

Western support, or at least on Western passivity, is to perpetuate apartheid and

to mak> inevitable the violence by Which that system is maintained and which it

naturally stimulates in its victims.

The confrontation is now more clear than it ever was. The oppressed people

will not desist from their struggle to free themselves of the tyranny of apartheid,

even in the face of cQrtain death. On the side of the Pretoria regime all the

smoke-screens have been blown away, leaving no more illusions behind which the

defenders of that regime can hide. The regime itself is now retreating even from

its own timid half-hearted promises.

The United Nations, the Security COuncil in particular, must now take the lead

to head off the violence that looms. Guyana calls on the two delegations that have

been preventing the Security Counoil from playing this role to cease doing so and

to allow the COuncil to exert an influence for peaceful change in SOuth Africa,

through the imposition of mandatory sanctions against the Pretoria regime.
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We are convinced that such sanctions, strictly observed by all States, will

produce the result which the civilized world desires in southern Africa. In the

sad event that loyalty to racist SOuth Africa or a commitment to profit should

tritlllph once again in the Security COuncil, that body must not fail to call upon

States to strengthen and extend existing sanctions against SOuth Africa. Even that

action would be decisive in its effects.

In the final analysis, however, we need more than sanctions imposed by the

Security COuncil. We need more than saalctions :legislation by individual States.

Where the will to make sanctions work is lacking, the most sweeping and

comprehensive sanctions legislation will be ineffectual. What we need is

legislation rooted in an unshakeable and uncompromising commitment to make

sanctions effective.

This is not only a moral imperative, it is also a political imperative. It is

an imperative of the peace and security of the southern African region - no less

than an imperative of the very self-interest that the apologists of the Pretoria

regime so zealously seek to defend. Unless those insights become ingrained in and

inspire national policies the damage to the influence of certain States and to

their interests, will, in the Long run, be incalculable.

This brings me back to where I began - with the late President S8mora Machel,

who departed this life not without some hope for the future in SOuth Africa.

Speaking on the occasion of the observance of the fortieth anniversary of the

signing of the United Nations Charter, he saida

•••• the principal initiative for social change is already in the hands of the

South African people ~ •• in the daily struggle against the apartheid system

the South African people are already building the new South African nationu

South Africans of all colours and races, of all ethnic origins and religious

beliefs are engaged in this struggle.· (A/40/PV.9, pp. 11 and 12)
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Guyana solemnly calls on all States, but in particular those two permanent

members of the Security Council to which I referred earlier, to join in a sincere

effort with ~he rest ot the international community to encourage those processes of

change to Which the late Samora Machel referred. Let us all ded~cate our energies

together to guarding that flame of hope which he saw be~ore he died, lest it too

dies a casualty of t~e violence of apartheid.

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m.




