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Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations

The Commission on Human Rights, - ..

Mindful that one of the purposes of 'the United Nations' as embodied in the

Charter is to achieve international co-operation in solving international problems

of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and
.. j'

encouraging resIle'et for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for an· withOllt

distincti0n~as to ra.ce r sey, language or reHgion,

Recalling resolution 1982/34 of 7 Ma.y 1982 of the Economic and' SoCial Council,

authorizing the establishment annually of a w;rking group on indigenous ~opulations

with the mandate to review developments pertaining to the freedoms'of indigenous

populations, giving special attention to the evolution of standa.rds conce-rning the

rights of indigenous populations,

Bearing in mind that such standards must be developed on the basis of the

diverse realities of indigenOus -populations in'al1 parts of the world,

Recalling further its resolution 1984/32 'of 12 March 1984 regarding

discrimination against indigenous ~opulations,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rule s of pro cedure of the
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.
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Reca.llipg a.lso resolution 1984/35'B of 30 August 1984 of the SUb-Comnli'ssion'

on Preven~ion of Disc~imination and Protectiqn of Minorities, whereby the

Sub-Commissidn endorsed the Plan of Action d.rawn up by the Working Group for its

future work,

Having examined the reportl! of the Working Group on its third session held

from 30 JUly to 6 August 1984,

Conscious that, in various situations, indigenous popula.tions are una.ble to

enjoy their inalienable human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Determined to do everything possible. to promote the enjoyment of the rights

of ind.igenous populations,

Noting that the Programme of Action for the Second I!ecad.e t.o...Comba~ Racism a.nd

Racial Dis criminat'ion' 'enumerates:' ·ce·rta.f!?::.~lQ.§;~.i:9:.:rj,gh.~~"·~'f:-i'~digen~us popula.tions a.nd

a.clrnowledges the role:1" '~'f the wo·~king Gr(';.~p, .

1. Express8s'its"appreciEition''':{o-'the Working' Group for its valuable work,

and recognizes the nEled. fpr a. continue<i·'·broad approach: and f'leXible'm~'thods of work;

2. Further expresses its appre ciation for the a ctive..,and_.cons.tr-Ilot~""'--_:':':'-::-

pa.rticipation in the work of the Working. Group of observers of Governments, ....

specialized agencies,. :qon-governmenta.l organiza.tions, and, in particular,

organizations Of, indigenous peoples; ..

3. Ure;es the Working Group. to intensify its efforts ,in carrying out its Plan

of Adion, to, develop international stand·ards based on a continued and compreheris'ive

review of developments pertaining to the promotion and prote ction of the hUIllah~~:-':"

rights. of indi~enous populations ~md of the situations and aspirations of indigenous

populations throughout the wQrld;

4. Recognizes the importance ·of ensuring adequa.te dissemination of',. ..
information about the activities of the Working Group, in particular to indigenous

populations, in order to encourage the i"idest-possible participation in: .. i'ts.,:woxlq:...
~ .

5- Reguest~ the Secreta.ry-General to give all necessary assistance to the

Working Group in discharging its tasks. ..,--, .-'


