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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN: It gives me great pleasure and honour to preside over the
del iberations of the First Committee at the forty-first session of the General
Assem.ly. Allow me at the outset t» extend a warm welcome to all delegations to
the First Committee at the current sessiocn. I take this opportunity to express my
profound appreciation to all Members of the United Nations for the honour they have
conferred upon me and wy country by electing me Chairman of this body.

I would also like to express my neartfelt gratitude to my predecessor,
Ambassador Ali Alatas, the representative of Indonesia, for being gracious enough
to place my name in nomination tor the chairmanship of the First Committee. The
Pirst Committee benefited greatly from the unfailing wisdor and consumma te
diplomatic skill with which he presided over its work last year, thereby mak ing an
important contribution to the results achieved at the fortieth session of the
Gener al Assembly.

As I undertake my duties, it is gratitying for me to know that I can ocount on
the co-operation and support of all members of the Committee, including the other
officers of the Committee who are to be elected, as well as on the valuabie
knowledge, experience and competence of the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament
Affairs, Mc. Jan Martenson, of the Under-Secretary-General for Political and
Security Council Affairs, Mr. Viacheslav Ustinov, and of Mr. Sohrab Kheradi,
Secretary of the First Committee, and his oolleagues in the Secretariat, who will

contribute to the success of our work.
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1 am fully aware that the tasks assigned to the First Committee are not oasy,
but with ycur help, guidaince and indulgence, I intend to discharge the high
responsibilities of my post with determination, devotion and impartiality in order
to ensure that our businets is conduited in an orderly fashion and that our
endezvours wil]l result in a successful conclusion.

The agenda for today's meeting concerns the election of the Committee's
Vioce~Chairwen and Rapporteur and the orgénization of work of the Committee for the
current session. If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the agends is
adopted by the Committee.

The agenda was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN: Before prooeeding to the first item on our agenda, I
should like to draw the Committee's attention to the decision taken by the General
Assembly 1t its 1935tk meeting on 22 September 1971 concerning the procedure for
the election of Officars of the Main Committees. Acco-ding ' the terms of that
decision, the nowinations of zandidates should be limited to one statement for each
candidate, after vwhich the Committee should immediately proceed to the election.
The Committee will therefore follow that procedure today.

BLECTION OF THE VICE~CHAIRMEN

Mr. NUNEZ MOSQUERA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like,

8ir, to congratulate you on your unanimous election to the chairsanship of the
First Comittee at the forty-first session of the General Assembly. We are aware
of your devotion to the cause of disarmament and the endeavours of your countty -
‘the fraternal German Democratic Republic - in the cause of peacs. You can be

assured of the support and co-operation of the Cuban delegation in discharging your

duties, and T wish you every sucosss in the task ahead.
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I have asked to speak at this meeting in order to propose - and it is an
honour for me to do so - His Excellency Ambassador Douglas James Roche of Canada
for the post of Vice-Cheirman of the First Committee. Ambassador Roche is an
experienced diplomat, well known for his work and efforts in the field ¢
disarmament, He was a member of his country‘'s Parliament, concultant on the
Canadian delegation to the second special session devoted to disarmament and, for
two years, he has been Canada's ambassador for disarmament affairs.

Ambassador Roche has represented Canada at many international meetings in the
field of disarmament and has received acknowledgement of his acacemic and
intellectual work.

I am certain that the experience, dedication and arduous work of Ambassador
Roche will be extremcly uaeful for the work cf th. FPirst Committee, and his
contribution will indeed be valuable, considering the difficult work that lies
ahead nf us this year. We pledge our full co-operation to him as well.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of Cuba for his statement
nominating Ambassador Douglas James Roche of Canada for the post of Vice-Chairman.
I greatly appreciste the friendly remarks he addressed to me and I should like to
request tha: he convey, on behalf of the Committee and on my own behalf, our
sincere grat ' “ude to Ambassador Carlos Lechuga ii~via for the distinctinn with which
he served as Vice~Chairman last year and for the valuable contribution that he made
to the work of the Committee during the session.

Since there are no other nominaiions, I take it that in accordance with
rule 103 of the rules of procedure and with established practice, the Committee
wishes to dispense with the secret ballot and to declare
Ambassador Douglas James Roche elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by
acclamation,

Mr. Douglas James Roche (Canada) wi 8 elected Vice~Chairman of the First

Committee oy acclamation.
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The CHAIRMAN: I shall now call on the representative of Iaire,
Asbassador Bapeni Adeito Nsengeya.

Mr. BAGBENI ADEITO NMIENGEYA (Zaire) (interpretation from French): Sinoe

this is *he first time I have spoken in the First Committes at this forty-first
session, I should like on behalf of my 4delegation to ocongratulate you most waraly,
8ir, on the occasion of your unanimous election as Chairman of the First Committee.

Your active participation in the work of the Pirst Committea as well as your
personal interest in ail the activities of the United Mations in the fiell of
disarmament have rightly earned you the esteem of all the m sbers of the Pirst
Committee, who are delighted to see you conducting our work.

My delegation assures you of its full co-operation and axpresses the hope that
our work vill lead to much progress during the forty-first session of the General
Assembly. My delegation cannot but recall the decisive role played by the retiring
Chairman of our Committee, our colleague and friend Ambassador Alatas of Indonesia,
in the successful guidance of our Committee‘s work dur ing the fortieth session. I
was personally very pleased to serve at his side s Vice-Chairman dur ing the
previous session,

In order better to asfist you in your task, Sir, my delegation is pleased to
submit the candidacy of Mr. Morihisa Aoki, Minister fér Political and legal Affairs
of the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations, for the position of
Vice~Chairman of the First Committee.

The inteli.cctual and moral qualities of Mr. Aoki in our view guar antee
fruitful co-operation among the Officers of the Committee that will ensure the
Success of our work,

Born in Tokyo on 23 November 1938, Mr. Aoki received his degree in law at the
University of Tokyo and passed the diplomatic examination in 1962, Having assum-d

diplomatic functions at the Japanese embassies in several countr 1es, including
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Prance, Viet Nam, the United States of America and Hong Kong, and having headed %o
departments of research, analysis and cultural affairs at the Japanese Ministry for
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Acki has also been participating in the work of the General
Assembly of the United Mations since its twenty-fifth session - that is, since
1970. Since then, Mr. Acki has attended several United Nations conferences and
var fous sessions of the General Assembly.

For those reasons, he was designated as the member for Japan within tha group
of governmental experts entrusted with promoting international co-operation so as
to avoid massive flows of refugees. He also took a very active part in the
preparatory commissions for the International Conference on the Relationship
between Disarmament and Development.

The candidacy my delegation is proposing should, given all the positive
elements I have just noted, receive the unanimous agreement of all members of the
Committee for the election of Mr. Aokl to the post of Vice-Chairman of our

Committee.
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The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of Zaire for his statement
nominating Mr. Morihfisa Aocki of Japan for the post of Vice—Chairman. I thank him
also for the kind remarks he addressed to me and wish to convey to him the
Committee's deep appreciatiai for the distinction with shich he carried out his
duties as Vice-Chairman last year and the valuable contribution he made to the
Committee's w.uk during that session.

There bxirg no nther nomination, I take it that, in accordance with ruvle 103
of the rules of procedure and with established practioce, the Committee once again
wishas to dispense with the secret ballot and declare Mr. Mor ihiaa Aoki elected
Vios~Chairman of the FPirst Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Morihisa Aokl (Japan) was elected Vice-Chairman of ths Sirat Committee by

acclamation.

_CHAIRMAN: May I express to the two Vice-Chairmen my warmest
congratulations on the well-deserved honour that has been conferred upon them and
assure them that I am fully confident that we shall co-operate in a constructive
and harmonious manner so that we can jointly discharge the responsibilities

incumbent upon us.

ELECTION OF THE RAPPORTEUR

Mr. SOULIOTIS (Greece) (interpretation from French): 1 should like first
of all to extend to you, Sir, my wholehearted congratulations on your unanimous
election as Chairman of the First Committee. 1 share co.pletely tha views of
preceding speakers who hLi.ve said th.t your skills, qualifications and experience as
a diplomat will ensure the success of our k.

I also wish to convey my sincerest congratulations to the Vice-Chairmen who
have just been elected, Ambassadsr Roche of Canada and Minister Mhrihisa Aoki of

Japan.
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I wish to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Secretar fat
personnel, in particular Mr. Kheradi, for the invaluable support given to the
officers of the FPirat Committee.

It is an honour and pleasure for me to submit the candidacy of Ambsssador
Doulaye Corentin Ki for the post of Rapporteur of the First Commi ttee.

Mr. Ki, at present Miniaste. Plenipotentiary and Head of the United Nationsa
pivision in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation of Burkina Faso, is a
dintinguished jur ist. After having completed his secondary studies Mr. Ki went to
France, where he successively obtained a degree at the Institute of Poi. tical
Sciences at the Alx-Marseilles University, a degree in general juridical studies at
the Law and Economic Science Faculty of the Aix-Marseilles niversity, and a Jdegree
at the International Institute of Pubiic Administration, Diplomatic Section, Paris.

In 1972 Mr. Ki joined the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation as a
counsellor traine:. He has since occupied important posts in the Ministry and
elsewhere, such as Head of Cultural and Scientific Co-operation, Head of
Miltilateral Coopreration, Director for Political Affairs of the Ministry for
Poreign Affairs and Co-operation, Secretary-General for the Presidency of the
Republic with minister rank, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotantiary of
Burk ina Faso to Canada, and Asbassador Extraordinary and Plenipotertiary of Burkina
Faso to the United States of America.

Ambassadcr Ki has very wide international exper ience, having also participated
in many meetings and conferences in the econowic and political fields, in
particular as a member of the Burkina Faso delegation at nine sessions of the
United Nations General Assembly, at the Pifth Summic Conference of .he Non-Ali gned
Movement at Colombo, at the Franco-African Summit in Bangui, at many meetirys of
Heads of State or Government of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and at

the United Nations Secur ity Council.
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Ambassador Ki was the founder and Chairman of the Burkinabe Committee against
égurthcid and Racisa, Professor at the National School for Public AMministration,
and of the Magistrature of Ouagadougou.

He has also done research on specific prcoblems of Africa and published
articles in Burkinabe publications, among them "The problems of co-oparation®, “The
United Nations or the ambiguities of an orcinization®, “"Towards a new international
ecoromic order", and “OAU or the problems of African unity®.

Bear i1 4 in minc all those qualifications, it seems to me that Ambassador Ki is
enminentiy qualified to fill the post of Rapporteur of the First Committee. I
therefore nominate him for election to that post.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank -he representative of Greece for nominating
Ambassador Doulaye Corentin Ki of Burkina Faso for election to the post of
Rappor teur of the First Committee. I should also like to thank him for the k ind
words he adliessed to me. I am certain that I am expressing the sentimer.ts of the
entire membership of the Committes when I offer our thanks to him for the task that
he so ably per formed during the fortieth session.

Muznbers of the Committee have just hcard the representative of Greece nominate
Mr. Doulaye Corentin Ki for the post of Rapporteur. As there "re no other
nominations, I take it that the Committee wishes to follow the samec proocsdure as
before to dispense with the secret bazllot and declare Mr. Doulaye Corentin i
elected Rappor teur of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Doulaye Corentin Ki (Burkina Faso) was elected Rapporteur of the First

Committee by acclamation.

The CHAIRMAN: I wish to 2xpress my :iincerest congratulations to the
representative of Burk ina Faso upon is election as Rapporteur of the Pirst

Committee, and I invite him now to take the place reserved for him at the podium.
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(The Chairman)
May I at this time draw the attention of members of the Committee to rule 110
of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly which reads as follows:
“Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be
expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session - or, in his absence,
by a member of his delegation - after all the officers of the Committee have

been electad.”

I hope that this rule will be appl ied and respected today and in the future,
and I shall be personally grateful to delegations if they would dispense with that
customary passage at the beginning of their statements.

I now call on the representative of Indones ia, Amsbassador Ali Alatas, Chairman

of the First Committee at the fortieth session of the General Assembly.
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Mr. ALATAS (Indonesfa): When at the first meeting of the Commitiee I was

glven the privilege of nominating you for the chairmanship, Sir, I had the
opportunity to express my high regard for you and my confidence in your wisdom and
skill and in your ability to perform successfully the task entrusted to you. In
subseauently electing you by acclamation to that important post, the members of the
Committee unanimously endorsed that assessment of vour pereonal and professional
qualities. I take great pleasure now in congratulating you most warmly on having
achieved that high distinction, and I want to assure you of the unstinting support
of my delegation in the discharge of your responsibilicies.

I should like also to convey my since: congratulations to
Anbassador Douglas Roche of Canada and Mr. Morihisa Acki of Japan on their election
as Vice-Chairmen. Ambassador Roche, as we all know, has for auite some time been
closely associated here in New York ard elsewhere with our wnrk on d.sarmament and
international security, and in that c(onnection 1 have come to appre .jate greatly
his astuteness and diplomatic finesse. Mr., Aoki too 18 known for his wide~ranging
knowledge and experience on issues dealt with by this Committee. I have no doubt
that their presence as Committee officers will be a distinct asset and will
contribute to the success of the task of the Chairman and that of the Committee as
a whele.

I vish also to congratulate 4r. Corentin Doulaye Ki of Burkina Faso, who has
been elected Rapporteur. His is a function reauiring diligence and sensitivity to
nuance and detail, but given Mr. Ki's dedication and professional and educational
background, we have full confidence that he will carry out his duties in a most
able and efficient manner.

I am greateful to you, Mr. Chairman, for your kind words in referring toc my
chairmanship of the First Committee during the fortieth seusion. It is by no means
an exaggeration to say, however, that had it not been for the splendid co~operation

and understanding extended to me by all members ot the Tomm!~tee I would not have
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been able to perform my task in as effective and personally gratifying wmanner as
(toved possible. To each and every member of the Committes I should like once
again to express my sincere gratitude. * am ezpecially indebted to my colleagues
among last year's officers: Ambassador Baghani Adelito Nzengeya of z2aire and
Ambassador lechuga of Cuba, who served as Vice-Chaitmen, and Mr. Yannis Souliotis
of Greece, who was our Rapporteur. Their readéy support and valuable counsel
throughout the session considerably lightened my burden and contr ibut2d
significantly to our proceedings in the First Committee. I also owe a special debt
of gratitude to Mr. Martenson, Under-Secretuiy-General for Disarmament Atfairs, to
Mr. Ustinov, Under-Secretary-General for Politic' 1 and Security Council Affairs,
and to Mr. Kheradi, Secretary of the Committee, as well as to their able associates
in the Secretariat staff for their crucial contribution to ensuring the efficient
functioning of the Comnmittee.

The First Committee is once again set to smbark on the swstantive
consideration of the items on its agenda, devoted to disarmament and international
security issues. As was the case last year, we are beginning our work against the
backdrop of an impending meeting between President Reagan and General-Secretcary
Gorbachev. 1In a few days' time, the ieaders of the two most power ful nations in
the world will meet at Reykjavik to prepare for a for thcoming summit meeting. I am
sure I reflect the sentiments of the international community as a whole when I say
that we are encouraged. We ali hope that the preliminary meeting will indeed
result in break ing the log-jam in the bilaterai acms negotiatione and will lsad to
a productive summit.

Pollowing their meeting of November last year, we were heartened by the solemn
commitpnents made by the two leaders, in which, L’l&?!.._?_!_l‘.‘_' they pledged to

accelerate work at the negotiations on nuclear and epace arma aimed at preventing
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an armu race in space and at terminating the arws race cn earth. To date, however,
we must observe in all candour that very little in the way of tangible progress has
been achieved in those negotiations. It is true that various developments and
recent proposals now seem to indicate better prospects for agreement on
intermediate-r ange nuclear weapons and, separately and in due course, On chemical
weapons as well. The Stockholm Conference and the review conference on the
biological weapons Treaty both resulted in accords which can be regarded

positive signs of progress.

But even two or three swallows 4o not make a summer. Substantial agree ents
arc needed actually to reduce arsenals of strategic nuclear weapons if we s1e to go
beyond a mere regulation of the arms build up. Farly agreement on a comprehensive
ban on all nuclear-weapon testing cemains the issue of overriding importance, as
this would stem the arms race in its most crucial aspects of both horizontal and
vertical proliferation and qualitative refinement. Also of overriding importance
is the need to prevent the arms race from being extended into cuter space. Ror all
its valiant efforts, the Conferenze on Disarmament has precious little to shc. for
its eight years of work. Moreower, conventional arms and violence continue to rack
various regions of the world.

It is no wonder, therefore, that we look expectantly to the Reyk javik meeting
and the summit that will, we hope, follow as occasioms for the leaders of the two
major Powers to translate their oft-repeated commitments in the fields of
disarmament and international security into concrete agreements that are binding,

durable and, it is to be hoped, not open to subsequent differences in

interpretation.
Allow me now to refer briefly to a matter which relates more directly to the

organization of work in our Committee. Last year, well over a quarter of the
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resolutions adopted by the General Assembly came from this Committee. There were
66 resolutions and one decision on disarmament issues alone. While those numbers
clearly refiect the great importance Memver States attacdt. to disarmarent - and in
part thelr frumtration over the non-implementation of many of the recurrent
resolutions - the amount of work expended on them, often under much time pressutre,
does not always permit thorough consideration. Frankly, the issues before this
Committee are too important and deserve better treatment.

I therefore join other previnus Chairmen, in particular Ambassador Vraalsen of
Norway and Asbassador Souza e Silva of Brazil, in calling for continuing effort to
facilitate a more rational and focused discussion of and action on the issues,
inter alia throigh a rearrangement of the Committee's agenda. Such effort should
aim at groster orgenizational clarity and coherence without prejudging the
substance of the issues or infringing on the right of delegations to bring any
releva.t item before the Committee. At a time when the General Committee has set
an exumple with the agenda of the General Assembly and at a time when the
Organization has begqun a proocess of the overall streamiining and rationalizing of
its operations, I believe that the First Committee could and should improve the
conduct of it business without such changes being at the expense of the interests
or concerns of Mewber States.

In this connection, it might be useful to consider the establishment of a
swall ad hoc working group which could include some of the previous Chairmen and
other officers of the Committee, to try to identify further rationalization
measures for approval and adoption by the Committee.

With you at the helm, Sir, ably assisted by the other officer: and by the
Secretariat, I know that the affairs of the First Committee will he in sure,
skilful and capable hands. I wish you and the Cormittee every success in the task

ahead.
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The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the officers of the Commit:ees, as well as on
my own behalf, I thank the representative of Indonesia, Ambassador Ali Alatas, for
his kind words addressed to the Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteur and to me, and for
his optimistic approach to the Committee‘'s work and his advice on the organixation
of our work., It im a great source of satisfaction to me that he has pledged his
co-operation with, and support for, the officers of the Committee in the
pierformance of our duties,

I now call upon the representative of Canada, Ambassador Douglas James Koche.

Mr. ROCHE (Canada): I wish to express my appreciation to the members of
the Committee for electing me a Vice—Chafirman. I am grateful for the Committee's
confidence, and look forward to working with you, Sir, in dealing with our
ambitious roster of draft resolutions at this forty-first session of the
General Assembly. Your reputation as an experienced ami very effective diplomat
has preceded you to your present position. Not only does Canada offer you our full
co-operation, but, as a Vice-Chairman, I will extend every assistance to you.

In taking on my duties, I am pleased to know that I can look forward to the
surport and co-operation of the other Committee members, my colleagues in the
Bureau, and the inestimable experience of the Department for pDisarmament Affairs,
hraded by Under-Secretary-General Martenson.

Our task this year, as it has always been ir the past, is Herculean and can be
alleviated only by mutual understanding and co-operation. 1In tackling the complex
issues of disarmament and international security, we have not always measured up to
our high expectations, for it is an unfortunate reality that we live in a world of
conflict, competition and inmecurity. 1Irciically, howsver, we also live in a world

in which there is great potentinl for global peace, co-operation and trust, and in
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many ways we have made not ible progress to that end. This year, for example, we
also take note of a happy combination of events - the successful conclusion of the
Stockholm Conference on confidence-building measures, the recently-concluded Revi w
Couference on biological weapons, and the fact that we now stand poised for a
positive outcome from Iceland this weckend. The eyes of the world are now indeed
on Reykjavik, which siould prepare the way for a definitiv» summit later this year.

For our own part here, we must pick up on the momentum of those yreat events
and contirue our process of dialogue patiently and firmly. I hope that we can
reflect here °* ur actions the current optimism in the world and that at this
seasion we c..n do our part in reaching out towardes achieving that multifaceted goal
of peace that the peopls of the world look to us for.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank t e Representative of Canada, Vice-Chairman of the
First Committee, for his kind words addressed to me, and I wish fully to

siprocate those sentiments. I am sure I can count on his very active assistance
and co~operation.
I now call on the representative of Japan, Mr. Morihisa Aoki, Vice-Chairman of
the Committee.

Mr, AOKI (Japan): Let me at the outset, S8ir, express my heartfelt
gratitude for my unan‘mous election as a Vice-~Chairman. I pledge that I will do my
very best in discharqging my important duties, .

It that connection, I also wish to express my sincere thanks to the
Ambassador of 2aire, Mr. Bagbeni Adei’o Nzengeya, for his very kind words about
me. Let me also express my personal pleasure at serving you, Mr. Chairman, on the

Bureau of this import- it Committee. 1 shall do my verw best to assist you in the

diecharge of your very import.at duties.
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Ambassador Roche has just expressed all the sentiments that I wanted to
express, so I simply ask 1 associate myself with what he said,

The CHAIRMAW: [ thank the representative of Japan for his statement, and
1 fully reciprocate his rind words addressed to me. 1 look forward to his very
active co-operation, and { am sure that T can count on his assistance.

1 now call on the representative of Burkina Faso, Ambassador
Doulaye Corentin Ki, the Committee's Rapprrteur.

Mr. KI (Burkina Faso) (interpretation from Franch): No doubt the
occasion will arise whan we shall be able to share our reflections on the important
subjects on the Committee's agenda. Meanw* ‘le, Mr. Chairman, I wish to thank
Mr. vannis Souliotis for his kindness in presenting me in such a flattering light
as candidcte for Rapporteur. Having filled the post with skill last year, he knows
more than anyone else that the task i3 not easy. Therefore, I count especisally on
his assistance and his wealth of experience. At the same time, I thask the
Committee for the confidence it has expressed in Burkina Faso, through me, znd I
promise to do my besc to be worthy of it,

1 also congratulate most warmly Ambassador Douglas James oche and
Ambassacor Morihisa Aoki on their election as Vice-Chairmen of our Committee. It
is all the more a pleasure for me, in that my country maintains the most cordial
relations with theirs, both bilaterally and multilaterally.

I congratulate you, Sir, on your well-deserved election. It is certainly a
recognition of your own merits and also a tribute to your country, with which
Burkina Faso maintains excellent relations. You and the other of icers of the

Committee may rest assured of my willingness to help you in sharing your task.
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The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Rapporteur for his generous remarks and for
his expression of willingness to co-operatu closely with me and the other officere
of the Committee. I am certain that I express not only my own t~elings but also
those of the two Vice—Chairmen when I say that it is our intention to work in clcse
co-operation with him during the current session.

Having elected its officers, the Committez has thus concluded cons.deration of
the first item on its agenda for today.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK (A/C.1/41/1 and A/C.1/41/3)

The CHAIRMAN: I draw the attention of delegations to document
A/C.1/41/1, containing the letter dated 20 September 1986 acdressed to me by the
President of the General Assembly and informing me that the Genecal Committee at
its 3rd meeting had decided to allocate 25 itema to the Pirst Committee for its
consideration, namely agenda {tems 46 to 69 and 14.l.

Before I proceed to give a fuller account of the programme of work and
timetable that 1a being prcposed, I would like to provide some preliminary
explanations. First of all, as members are all aware, according to established
practice the FPirst Committee commences its substantive work only after the
conclusion of the general debate in the Assembly. Purthermore, the General
“~mmittee, at its second meeting on 19 September 1986, decided to defer until a
future meeting a decision concerning a closing date for the forty-first session,
and the General Assembly, at its 3rd . seting on 20 September 1986, approved ths
‘recommendation of the General Committee that tl : attention of the Chairmen of the
;Hain Committees should be drawn to the desirability, when approving their
.respective programmes of work, for sufficient flexibility to allow for an orderly
:lhor\:cnhg of the session if the Assermbly should so dacide.

The situation concerning the time frame for completion of our work evolved

/further when I, along with the Chairmen ot other Main Committees, rc_asived a letter
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dated 29 September 1986 from the Preuident of the General Assembly in which he
stated, inter alia, tnat in view of the financial situation confronting the
Organization it would be advisable to organize the work of the Committees in a
manner that should make it possible to conclude their work, at the latest, by the
end of November 1986.

Hence, the time frame within which the Committee will need to complete its
very substantial work, namely, the period extending from 13 October to 26 November,
has emerged, logically and rather inevitably, from the developments and
coneiderations to which I have just referred. The Committee will thus have at its
disposal a maximum of 66 meetings to consider the agenda items before it. Here, I
would like to point out that last year the Committee utilized a total of
62 meetings, and, therefore, I think that if we make a concerted and rnincere
attempt to marshal our resources in an effective manner we can indeed accomplish
our tuak without any undue difficulties. In adiition, although 27 November is an
official United Nations holiday, we would still have at least one day, 28 November,
in reserve should any sventuality warrant the holding of additional meetings.

Pinally, in this connection, and taking into & -count the current financial
situation of the Organization, I would express the hope that everything possible
would be dona to avoid the necessity for any week end or night meetings, since that
would defeat the very rationale for encapsulating the Committee's proceedings into
a shorter period. One way of doing this would be .0 focus our attention, in the
course of our statements, on the main points under consideration.

After cornducting a series of extensive informal consultations with a number of
individual delegations and representatives of regional groups, I have arrive® at
the proposed programme of work and timetable set forth in document A/C.1/41/3,

which I hope the Committee will be in a position to approve today. In preparation
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of the proposed programme of work and timetabie, I hase been guided by the practice
and precedents which have evolved over recent years and which have served the
Committee well by enabling it to conduct its work in a smooth and afficient manner.

Accordingly, it will be observed that conaiderat 1 of items could proceed in
three main clusters, namely, those dealing with disarmament items, agenda items 46
to 653 the auestirn of Antarctica; agenda item 663 and international security
items, agenda items 67, 68, 69 and 141. As far as the disarmament items are
concerned, there I8 a further demascaticn in specific stayes because of the large
number of items and the complexities of the issues involved. In addition, as in
the past, precise deadlines have been introduced with respect to the submiss on of
draft resolutions under the three group 's. Here, it may be pertinent to mention
that, wherever possible, I have set deadlines at as early a stage as has been
considered feasible in order to allow sufficient time for delegations to undertake
the necessary consultations before proceeding to take action upon the dra®t
resolutions concerned.

As indicated in the programme of work, the Committee would first take up the
sgerda items lating to disarmament, nam:ly, agenda items 46 to 65. With respect
to those items, my proposal is to devote the period from 13 October to
17 November 1986, or a maximum of 52 meetings, to a general debate, consideration
of and action upon agenda items 46 to 65. That period would bhe divided as
follows: from 13 tc 23 October, the Committee would carry on a general dehate on
all disafmament agenda items. From 24 October to ¢ November, delegations wou:d
hvae an opportunity to make statements on any specific disarmament agenda item or
groups of agenda items - and I would like to state that this would, of _wrse, not
preclude the right of any delegation to make a statement of a general nature during

the period devoted tou specific statements.
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The deadline for the submission of draft resolutions on disarmament would be
Thur sday, 30 October 1986 at 6 p.m., and it is my intention to request your
oco-operation in adhering atrictly to that deadline. Delegations are strongly
encouraged to submit and introduce their draft resclutions as early as possible -
even during the per iod of the general debate - so that statements on specific
agenda items may also address the texts already introduced. Furthermore, it is
imperative that delegations submit those draft resolutions that would entail
prog: amme budget implications as early as possible in order to meet the mandatory
deadline for submission to the Fifth Committes of all Araft resolutions with
financial iwmplications.

The per iod from 5 to 17 November would then be devuted to consideration of and
action upon draft resolutions on all disarmament agenda items sibmitted to the
Committee. 1 believe that the period set aside for that phase of our work provides
sufficient time for delegations to consicer the draft resolutions and to under take
the necessary consultations so as to ensure that the texts finally adopted reflect
the greatest possible degree of consensus.

It is my intention to retain the voting procedure involving the grouping of
draft resolutic as by clusters during this session, and in due time I shall be
presenting specific proposals concerning this matter.

After concluding consideration of all disarmament agenda items, the Commit tee
would then proceed to take up agenda item 66 - question of Antarctica. We would
devote the period of 18 and 19 November - a total of four meetings - to a general
debate on, consideration of and action upon any draft resolutions under that item.

The deadlise for submission of any draft resolutions under that item would be

Tuesday, 18 November at !2 noon.
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Finally, during the period of 20 to 26 November, we should proceed to
consideration of the remaining agenda items - namely, items 67 to 63 and 141,
relating to international security. A total of ‘0 meetings would thus be available
for a general debate on, consideration of and action upon draft resvlutions under
those agends items. Once again, I believe that, on the basis of previous
exper .ence, the time allocated for oconsideration of those items should provide
adequate opportunities for consultations among delegations before action is taken
vy the Committee on those items.

The deadline for submission of draft resolutions on international secur ity
items would thus be FPriday, 21 November 19686 at 6 p.m. In this connection, I
should onc again like to alert mewmbers that it is absolutely necessary to meet the
deadline set for the submission to the Fifth Committee of all draft resolutions
with programme budget implications.

Based on the programme of work and tine timetable now before the Committee, we
would be in a position to dispose of all che agenda items allocated to us within
the available time.

I should like to conclude my remarks concerning our programsme of work by
reminding delegations of the need to maintain the requisite degree of flexibility
in the process of implementing that programme - but, of course, only to the extent
that this would enhance the effectivenesrt of our organization of work. 1In this
connection, it would not be out of place to mention that if, for example, the need
arose to take expeditious action on some pressing proposals, the Committee should
be in a position to accommodate such a situation in an appropri e manner.

If T hear no cbjection, I shall take it that the Committee adopts the

psogramme of work and timetable contained in document A/C.1/41/3.
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Mr. MOKI (Japan): My deiegation fully supports the general thrust of
your statement Mr. Chairman. Indeed, this is an unusual year, and Je mRust do our
utmost to finish our work in time for the work of the Assembly to terminate earlier
than had been originally planned.

I wish to make two comments on your proposals contained in document
A/C.1/41/3. These comments aim at further streamlining our work and facilitating
our task. PFirst of all, we feel that we should terminate our work a few days
before the proposed date. It is our understanding that tha Fifth Committee is
echeduled to terminate its work by 28 November, and 1 wish to remind the
Committee - as you did, by the way, Mr. Chairman - that 27 Novesber happens to be
the Thanksgiving Day hol iday.

If we were to adopt any draft resolutions with financial impl ications under
the agenda items of international security, it would rather overburden our Fifth
Committee colleagues if we were to give them only one day to study and act con such
draft resolutions.

In that connection, I should like to remind you, ... Chairmmsn, that unlike
representatives from Geneva or from Headjuar ters, people like us, who are based in
New York, must live with our Fifth Committee colleagues the year round. I do 10t
want to live beneath the wrathful gaze of our Fifth Committee colleagues for the
rest of the year. Moreover, you very wisely indicated that last year our work was
campleted in 62 meetingsi so when we are requested to make greater effox s, we can
terminate cur work successfully within that number of meetings.

That leads me to make my second comment. We also find that there is a . .sible
imbalanc: in the cuts proposed for the number of meetings. For example, why have
disarmament-related meetings bean cut 13 per cent from last year's number, while
the number of meetings related to Antarctica have been cut by some 60 per cent?

Put no cuts have been proposed in regard to international security related meetings.
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We are fully aware of the very important proposal made by the socialist
countries under agenda item 141, but we have plenty of time between now and
20 November in which the co-sponsors could undertake informal consultations with

the rest of us to ensure the expeditiocus consiceration and successful conclusion of

their pryposal.
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Mr. EDIS (United Kingdom): 1 cannot forbear to observe that you,
Mr. Chairman, are well known to my delegation and we are pleased to see you
pPresiding with the backing of such an impressive Bureau.

With regard to the item before us, in all the circumstances to which you have
dr awn attention, the broad timetable which you have suggested seems sensible to
us. No delegation, I think, is more conscious than my own of Fifth Committee
oons iderations, which we very much bear in mind. The Fifth Commiitee must be given
time to consider any draft resclutions frcm this Comuittee with financial
implications. I believe it is true that the Special Political Committee also is
due to terminate its work on 24 November.

1 have a comment also in additim to that made by a Vice-Chairman of the
Committee about the allocation of meetings between items which is proposed in this
document. It is, I think, true to say that the vast majority of draft resolutions
in this Committee relate to disarmiment items, and I also find a certaln imbalance
in the proposal for allocation of meetings between items., I wish to make a
suggestion here, in view cf the comments made by the representative of Japan, a
Vice-Chairman of the Committee, and also my own comments which representatives are
just hearing.

Since in fact the Bureau of our Comm‘ttee ha. only just beean elected - and
presumably you, Mc. Chairman, have not yet had a chance to consult it - I wonder,
whether in the light of the comsen:s you have heard and any additional remarks that
might be made, you might like to defer a decision on this matter to consult the
newly elected officers. We could perhaps then be able to reach a decision quickly,

at the Committee's next mezting
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Mr. BARNETT (Jamaica): We wish to extend our congratulations to you,
Mr., Chairman, and the other officers of the Committee on your election.

On the matter before us, the organiation of work, it seems to me that the
comments we just heard from the representatives of Japan and the United Kingdom
have a measure of validity to the extent that they refer to an order of work that
has not yet been tested. We understand that the programme of work sugges ted by the
Chairman - which, I think, more or less meets with a measure of approval - is
sonewhat flaxible and can be modified in the light of the circusstances and the
Committe2's functioning; that is to say, there is no a priori rigidity implied in
the document before us.

Therefore, we assume that in the light of our proceedings during for thcoming
days appropriate adjustments will be made to take account of the preva iling
circumstanoces and the work of other Committees, including the Fifth Committee, and
the plenary Assembly. Thus, it is my delegation's understanding that the programme
of work presented by the Chairman is not a rigid one, but is a proposal subject to
change as the circumstances warrant.

Mr. NUNBZ MOSQUERA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): The

representative of Jamaica has said much of what my delegation wanted to say.

Actually, we would have preferred a broader programme that would have allowed
more time “or the consideration of the important items which have been assigned to
the Committee. None the less, my delegation is not opposed to adopting the
programme suwnitted by the Chairman and which provides that we finish ou. work on
26 November ; however, it should remain a flexible programme. It i8 clear from the
footnote in document A/C.1/41/3 that the Committee will be able to introduce
adjustments in the programme on the basis of the decision of the Genaral Assembly
concerning the closing date of this session.

I think it is premature for the Bureau - vhich was just elected - to declide

now n a set date for the completion of our work, in the light of the draft
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resolutions which will have to go to the Fifth Committee. Bur 1 think i{f we 4o not
adopt tl e programne now, on the thirteenth we will be in the same situation as
today. I therefore urge representatives to adopt the programme proposed by the
Chairman, on the understanding that the footnote 18 clear that it will be possible
to adjust the programme i{f our work sc requiree. But, [ repeat: i think this is a
verv limited programme, given all the items assigned to us.

However, taking Into consideration that a special situsation obtains during
thias session, my deleaation is ready to adopt the programme now.

Mr. BARTHELPMY (United States of America): 1 shall noi pce—empt my

delegatio toper and formal congratulations that will be adireesed to you,
Mr. Chairman. and the other officers of the Committee at a later timn.

I should like to make one additiona’ comment to those that we have zlready
heard sbout the limited time available to us. 1 think most of us regret that, but
we must adjust to the financial constraints that the General Assembly as a whole is
faced with and, therefore, do the best job with the time that we have.

I draw delegations' attention to the fact that, while th.ere is superficially a
balance between the three parts of our timetable - a relation between nusbers of
agenda items and meetings is in fact only super ficlal - and whilao there are
20 agenda items on disarmament, if past practice is followed one can anticipate
four times that many draft resolutions under those items. Por that reason my
delegation shares the view of others that there i3 sowe imbalance in the proposed
nunber of meetings., We believe it would be desirable for the Bureau to give
somewhat further consideration to a possible change in the distribution of
meetings. While we would not wish any extensive delay in the adoption of he
programme Of work and timetable, we see no dAifficulty or significant disacvantage
for us in postponing that until the Committee's officers have had a chanoce to

review it and report on {t to the Commjttee.
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Mr. GURINCVICH (Byelorussian Soviet So.lalist wepublic) (‘nterpretation

from Russian): Please acoept my 8 incere congratulations, Sir, on your e«lection to
the chajrmanship of the Pirst Committee. 1 wich you every success in carrying out
your responsible task. The congratulations of my delegation go also to the other
officers of the Committee.

I wish 0 say .-at, unlike some others who have spoken, we agrec with the
programme of work you have proposed. Everyome knows that we are ar much in favour
of saving money here in the United Nations as anyon- else. But international
security and disarmament are not zreas where the most effective savings can be made.

A3 to talk of a balance in our meetings among three basic groups of agenda
items, I should say there is no balance. Disarmament and security questions are
interrelatad and come under the very name of this Committee: the Committee on
disarmament and related international security questions. The Committee played an
important role in the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament

There wust be clarity 1. our progra.me of work., As the Chairman has oconsulted
with the other Committee oi icers, I suggest that the Committee agree to ths
programne Oof work he has proposed, with the under standing that we could alwaye
review matters should we decide later to cut one or two meetings fro ' our programme.

T : CHAIR4AN: 1 should like to sum up the comments made on the proposed
programme of work. Let me say first that 1 appreciate the general support amor
thome who participated in the debste on the document before us for the proposed
programme of work.

In prepaxing the proposed prrgramme of work and timeichle, we prooeeded on the
basis of the nececsity to be as flexible as possible in the allocation to meetings

of the agenda items before us. Taking into account the Geneval Assembly's

ontatasding recommendation on the closing date of the faocy-first session »f the
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General Asscowt .& srranged the propomed programme of work and timetable wich a
target date whi:%i, irn my opinion, is a realistic one. It is realistic tro when
ccmparod with lart year's programise ~f work and timetable.

Our flexible approach, of course, includes the permanent factor of the time
aveilable to the CommiLtee for consideration of the items m. its agenda. We nust
aluo take into acount the item included in the agenda of the General Asvembly at
its for qy-first session, item 141. As far as the allomation of mee tings to the
general ibate and consideration of and action upon draft resolutions on
international security agenda itams is concerned, members will see from the
pr osed prograwmme that no additional mestings were Wed for consideration of that
g-roup of items.

1t is wmy intention that *he Committee should lLake a decizion today on the
proposed programme ¢~ work an timaztable, because I consider th' ‘o be the
beginning of making our work as efficient and rational as possibie In the course
of the consideration of th: i*ems, and taking into account the deadline for the
rlosure of the liast of spsakers on the firast cluster, general debate on ail
disarmament items, jtems 46 to 65 - which will be 6 p.a. on Tuesday, 14 Octcber -
we will see in somewhat greater detail how we can prooceed. The date of 26 November
is only a target. No one is preventing ms, after consul tations with the Committee
cfficers, from recommending to he Committee that the closing date for ~ur wora e
pushed forward.

1 shall be mak ing furthar comments and proposals after the adoption of the
programme of work. to which I urge representatives to listen carefully. We n
save time and can Aincuss thc ougily all the important disarmamsnt and

fnternational security ftems before us.
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It is my wish to take a dacision now. Recognition will be given to statements
by delegations during today’s short esxchange of visws. We look forward teo
in

oco-operation with the “ommittee officers; we shall be meeting very soon, and,

the course of our deliberations, we shall take the necessary decisions, as

sugges ted by representatives today.
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Mr. BARTHELEMY (United Statee of Awerica): [ appreclate the

clarification you havs given us, ir. Am I right in understanding that the
Committe~ can expect that, once the officers have had an opportunity to hold a
meeting and if it is their view that it would be possible or appropriate to wak &
some adjustment in our schedule - that is the length of time of the Committee's
wo 'k or the division of meetings among the three groupings of agenda items - we
vill have a report on titat matter and will have a chance to consider it again?

The CHAYRMAN: I confirm that that is my ‘mderstanding. If we take a
decision in principle on the proposed programme of work and timetsble today, we
shall do our utmost, after consultations with the other Committee offioers, to make
fur ther recomme: :Jations for greater efficiency and rationslity as we start our work.

There being no further comments, I shall take {t that the First Committee
decider to adopt the programme of work and timetable set out in document A/C.1/41/3.

1. was so decided,

The CHAIRMAN: I should like now to draw the attention of the Committee
to the rulas and recommendatinns of the General Assembly affecting the work of the
Main Commi:tees, in particlar those contained in document A/INF/136/Rev.l and in
General Assembly decision ,4/401. 1In order to make full use of the time and
facilities avajlable to us, i intend to open the meetings of the Committee
promptly - I repeat: promptly - at 10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m.. and shall endeavour to
close the meetings at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. respectively, subject to ary further
decision of the Ceneral Assembly.

At the same time I wish to point cut that it will be my intention to convene
meatings of the Committe 1en a sufficient number of speakers is on the liat. I

believe that, as a general rule, we should have no less than four speakers for a
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given meeting, so that we cap utilize the time and resources available to us in the
most effective manner possible and in order to ocbviate the need to close our
meetings early fou lack of speakers.

1 should like also to draw the attention of wembers o the Committee to the
fact that the General Aasembly decided at the current session to waive the
requirement of the presence of oune quarter of th~ members for declar ing open a
meating of a Maiu Committee and for permitting the debate to proceed. That
L ecommendation war made on the understanding that such a walver does not imp 'y any
permanen* change in the provisions of rules 67 and 108 of the rules of procedure
and that in accordance with those rules the presence of a major| y of the xembern

#hall still be regquired for any decision to be tzken.

The 1list of speakers for the genoral debate on all disar sament agenda items {s
opan as of today, and will be closed on Tuesday, 14 October, at 6 p.m. Some
delegations have already indicated thelr intention to participate in the general
debate, and the Secretariat has taken note of those requests. I urge delegations
kindly to place their names on the 1.8t of speakers at their earlieat convenience,
if poss’ le by the beginning of the general debate nert Monday.

™ facilitate the task of the offiowrs of the Cowmittee and that of the
Secretariat, mesbers of the Committee should submit drsft resclutions as much in
advance as is feasible s0 as to allow sufficient time for consultations. The
Secretariat has asked me to regues: members of the Committee to note that draft
resolutions, amendments, revisions and indications ot aponsax ship should be gliven
in writing to the Secretariat in order to avoid any possible wisunmderstanding.
Requests ftor the use of conference rooms for gvoup meetings should also be given In
writing to the Secretariat, and as far in advance as possible. [t would be
appreciaicd also if delegations ocould provide tne conference officers with 10

woples of o slatemeant when a prepared text is to be delivered.
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I wish now to make a few final remarks. It will be my major concern tc ensure
that the work of the First Comsittee is carried out as efficiently and on as
rational a basis as posaible soc that the <ndeavours towards arms limitation and
disarmament and towards the sirengthening of intecnational security through
dialogue and ov-operation may be effectively enhanced. Ia doing so I intend to
draw on the experience of my wor thy predecessors, who h-ve wmade such valuable
contr ibutions during their terms as Chairmen of the Committee.

I recall the innovatior introduoed at the thirty-eighth seesion by the
Ambassador of Norway, Mr. Tom Bric Vraalsen, namely the "clustering® of draft
resolutions, which has proved to be a very useful devioe in simplifying the voting
procedure. That pcocadure has since become an unwritter rule which, as I stated
earlier, I too shall follow. Another instance is the proposal made at the
thirty-ninth session by the hmbassador of Brazil, Mr. de Souza e Siiva, which
provides for a rearrangement of the agenda of the First Committee with a view to
grouping specific disarmament {tems within a particular framework.

This enumeration would remain incomplete without mention of the .onsultations
under taken by the Ambassador of Indonesia, Mc. Ali Alatas, th» Committee's Chairman
at the fortieth session, with respect to the proposals advanced earlier, on the
resul t8 of which he reported to the Committee. I shall heed his recommendation
that further extensive consultaticns should be held on the matter, and I therefore
request delegations to be available for such consultations.

Inmy view, the signiticance and complexity of the iasues on the agenda
require that all possibilities for consultation and co-ordination be used. T e

Committee officers should be still more actively involved in that process,
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Tugether with the other officers of the Committee and with Interested
delegations, I shall do my best to see to it not cnly that the session runs on
schadule but alsc that it plays an active part in the solution of problems, in the

drafting and adoption of draft resolutions and aecisions, and so forth., Also, I am
well aware of the need for and value of personal contacts with representatives; I

hope to intensify theee in the near future.

The meeting rose at 4.50 p.m.




