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1. INTRODUCTION

1. Purguant to resolution 40/164 B of 16 nDecember 198%, the Director-General of
UNESCO presented to the one hundred and twenty-fourth session of the Executive
Board, held in Parias in May 1986, under item G.l of the Board's agenda ("Recent
decisions and activities of the oraanizations of the United Nationa ayatem of
relevance to the work of UNESCO") a report on questiona relating to information.

In accordance with decision 6.1.2 of the Executive Board (124 EX/28 and 124 EX/SY),
inviting the Director-General to submit to the General Asuembly, at its forty-firet
session, a report on the arpliction of the International Proaramme for the
Development of Communication of UNESCO, and the activities relatina to the
establishment of a new wor'd information and communication order seen as an
evolving and continuous procese, ags well as on the social, economic and cultural
effects of the accelerated development of communication technologies, the

Director-General of UNESCO has the honour to submit the preeent repnrt to the
General Aassembly.

II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR
THE DEVELOMENT OF COMMUNICATION

A. Activities of the International Proaramme for the
Development of Communication

2. Since submitting the report to the General Asasembly at i{ts fortieth session
(AR/40/667), the Interaovernmental Zouncil of IPDC held ite seventh ordinary session
in Paria in Janvary 1986.

3. This seasion approved contributions from the IPDC Special Account to 61
projects. Five of these projects are interreaional, 19 treatonal and 37 national.

4. Among the projoects approved are 13 interreqional and regional projects already
being implemented, but which reauired additional financina. These are:

(a) Training of electronic newsaatherina teama for the Union of Navional Kalio and
relevision Orqanizations of Africa (URTNA)j3 (b) Inatitut» for Commun.-ation
Resenrch of the African Council of Communication Education) (c) vevelopment of
broadcastina in Africa (ITU)) (d) Communication training and career developnent of
women in Africaj; (e) Arab Project for Communication Plannina and Exchanaej (f) Arab
Statea Broadcastina Union Training Centre, Damascusy (a) Aaia-Pacitic co-operation
for tilm and video exchanae; (h) Promoting media involvement in public health in
the Pacific (Asian Maans Communication Remearch Information Centre (AMIC) /Wor 14
Health Oraanization (WHO))3 (1) Pacific Broadcamting Training) (]) Assistance to
the Aria-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development); (k) Development of a
computerized network for the Latin American Special Information Services

Agency (ALASEI)s (1) Caribbean broadcastina traininay (m) T aining centre of
gqraphic desian for multi-media in Brazil.

5. Six ongoina national projects were also provided with additional financina.
These projects are in Anqgola, Bangladesh, Cameroon, Ethiopia, .Jamaica and Panama,

/.
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6. The new interreqional and reaional projecte approved and financed by the
seventh session of the Intergovernmental Council of IPDC include: Ibero-American
information service on tranalation) Subtitling of film and television proqrammes
from deveioping countries) Creation of an interregional network of women
journalists (Inter-Press Service)) Periodic report on the atate of communication in
the world) Promotion of textbooks for training of journalists in Africa)
Co~production of reading materials in Havsa and Fulfulde; Promoting public health
and nutrition in the French-speaking countries of Weast and Central Africa, with the
need to involve the maus mediajy Editorial and management trainina in Asia (Preass
Foundation of Aaia); Latin American and Caribbean Broadcasting Union (ULCRA)) Radio
and television policieas in Andean countries.

7. The new national projects approved during the session are in Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Brazil, Cape Verde, Colombia, the Comoros, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador,
Eqypt, El S8alvador, Eauatorial Guinea, Guyana, Jordan, Kenya, The Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Madacascar, Malayeia, Mali, Mauvritania, Nicaraqua, Nigeria,
Peru, Sao Tome and Principe, Seneaal, the Seychelles, Thailand, Tonaa and Zimbabwe.

8. The Intevaovernmental Council recommended 25 other projects for which no fundes
were avajilable from the Special Account, and requested the secretarist to seek
other sources for financina these projects. Twelve projects were returned to the
institutions or Governments concerned, with a request that a more detailed study be
made before re-submiesion to IPDC, and four projects were rejected.

9. During the seventh aemsion, the Intergovernmental council elected the Bureav
for 1986-~1987, following the renewal of the mandate of half the members durina the
twenty~third session of the General Conference of UNESCO. Mr. Gunnar Garbo
(Norway) was re-elect 4 President of the Council, and the representatives of
Bauador, India and Yeien were elected Vice-Preeidenta. The other members of the
Bureau are Nigeria (Rapportaur), Benin, France and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, The Memhers of the Council newly elected, or re-elected, at the
twenty-third segsaion of the General Conference are the following: China, Ecuador,
Ghana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Morocco, Nepal, Oman,
Peru, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and Venezuela.

1C¢. Durina the oevonth session, the Council decided to support the publication of
a periodic report on the state of communication in the world, which would be
essentially a factual document, brinaina together statistical data, reference
matorials and analyses of current trends in the communication and information
field, to p.ovide a saurce of reference for planners and decision-makers. A vote
was taken in favour of allocating resources to ite preparation. A pilot version,
prepared by the aecretariat in consultation with the Bureav and the Council of
I1PDC, wi)l be ready at the end of 1987, and publication is foreseen, subject to the
approval of the twenty-fourth seasion of the General Conference of UNESCO, in 1988.

/oo
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B, Resources of the Programnme

11. As mentioned in the report to the fortieth gession of the General Assembly
(A/40/667), the most crucial problem facing IPDC ia the fact that the number of
projects submitted for financina ia incrensing rapidly, whereas the contributions
to the Special Account are at a standstill. Durina 1986, the President of the IPDC
Council has drawn the attention of many internati.al qather‘nas to this situation,
which gives cauvse for alarm. The Director-General of UNESCO has also drawn the
attention of member States to this problem, which may deriovely hinder new
proaramme activities.

12. vVoluntary contributions pledged to the Special Account amount at present to
$10,435,000. Five countries continue to pay reqular contributions into the Special
Account, which allowa IPDC to plan its activities realiatically. At present, the
following countries have made contributions to the Special Account: Algeria,
Bangladesh, Cameroon, Canada, China, Cyprue, Eaypt, Finlanc, France, Gabon, Guyana,
India, Indonesia, Iraa, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, Luxembourqg, Mexico, Nigeria,
Nowray, Oman, Pakistan, San Marino, Tunisia, Turkey, Trinidad and Tobag», Union of
Soviet Socialist Republica, Venezuvala, Yugoslavia and Zambia.

13. The upward trend of the past years for Governments and foundationa to aqree to
funds-in-ctrust arrangements for projects approved by IPDC continves. Eight
countries are financing such . (ojecte: Canada, France, Germany, Federal Republic
of , Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Sweden, Switzerland and United Statee of
America. The following countries have offered to provide exporta or astudy grants
to the Programme: Algeria, Araentina, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic
Republic, India, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigqeria, Po)- 2, Sweden, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republice and Yugoslavia. The International Organization of Journaliats
should aledo be mentioned in this context.

C. General observations

14. Since its foundation, out of a total of 3170 projecta auvbmitted to it, IPDC has
contributed to 20¢ projects out of the Special Account. Of these, 109 were
national projects and 100 were regional or interrecional. The percentage fiaure ia
56 per cent of the projects submitted (68 per cent of the regional projects and

50 per cent of the national projects). Out of a total of $61,326,500 requeated for
the financing of projects, IPDC hae been able to allocate $12,641,000

(4.85 per cent of total reaquests), of which 22 per cent wao for training,

21 per cent for the development of research and trainina centres (a total of

43 per cant for trainina activities), 20 per cent tor the creazion or development
of press agencies, 15 per cent for radio and television, 9 per cent for planning
activities, 4 per cent for auvdio-visval projectn, 4 per vent for the development of
books and readinq, 3 per cent for telecommunication projects and 3 per cent for the
development of the written press. In view of the work accomplished by UNESCO
through IPDC during the Programme's five years of existence, it is expected that
the international community will answer the repeated appeals made and provide
qgreater support and increased financina in order to enable this *-ouramme to
reapond more and more positively to the requenta it receives.

VA
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D. Other activities for the development of communication

15. Operational activitieas continve to play a major role in UNESCO's communication
proaramme. While both Reqular Programme and United Nations Development

Proqramme (UNDP) rerources have declined in the period under review, extrabudgetary
projects continued at the 1985 level and, for the development of news agencies in
particular, 1986 showed a slight increase. Inciuding those financed by the IPDC

Special Account, the number of communication projects under execution during the
year totalled more than 140.

16. The Federal Republic of Germany again led the contribution to funde-in-trust,
while Denmark, France, Norway and Switzeiland either increased or maintained their
previovs level of participation !n this form of project financing. Canada also
joined the :anks of funda-in-trust esponsors.

17. More than half of the projects and reiouvrces for communication development
were directed towards Africa, while new projects were also launched in Latin
America and the Caribbean, in Asia and the Pacific, and in the Arab States. Major
projects were bequn to agsist the development of national news agencies in East and
souvthern Africay for the development of rural radio and journalism trainiang in
Nepaljy and, in co-operation with the Fredrik-Ebert Foundation, for the development
of radio broadcasting in the Pacific.

18. Emphasis throughout these projects has been on training, mostly through
national and subreaional courses conducted by institutions and specialists of thr
region concerned. With problems of foreiqn exchange placinag an increasing
constraint on the maintcnance and expansion of communication infrastructures,
however, developing countries have turned to UNESCO more and more for new or

replacement equipment without which the best-trained journalists, producers anc
technicians cannot work.

19. Major communication projects under execution during 1986, with their sources
of financing, include the follow!na:

(a) Africa

Weat and Central Africa news agency development (Federal Republic of Germany)
East and southern Africa news agency development (Federal Republic of Germany)
Communication for the Economic Community of the Great Lakes (France)
Development of the rural press in the United Nepublic of Tanzania (Norway)
Davelopment of the rural preass in West Africa (Switzerland)

Development of the rural preas in Kenya (Federal Republic of Ge:many)

Development of broadcasting training in Zimbabwe (Netherlands)
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(b) Aasia and the Pacific

Rural radio development in Sri tanka (Denmark)

Development of radio in the Pacific (IPDC and the Fredrik-Ebert Foundation)
Community radio development in Nepal (Federal Republic of Germany)
Journalism traininy in Nepal (Denmark)

(¢) Latin America and the Caribbean

Modernization of the Caribbean News Agency (Federal Republic of Germany)
Cevelopment of the Latin American Special Information Services Auency (ALASEI)
(News Aaency) (Federal Republic of Gaermany)

IIT. ACTIVITIEL RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW

WORLD INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION ORDER

A. Concepts relating to a new world information and communication
order 8aen as an evolving and continuous process

20. Followina the Jecision adopted by the Executive Board of UNESCO at its one
hundred and twentieth session (120 EX/Decision 4.1, para. 25), which was
eubsequently confirmed by a decision of its one hundred and twenty-first session
(121 EX/Decision 4.1, paras. 53 and 57), resolution 3.1 (item S (a)) of the
twenty-third aession of the General Conference (October -November 1985) invited the
Director-General to undertake, within Proqramme III.1l. (Studies on Communication)
"overall analyses of work already ca‘ried out or currently in progress on the
concepts of a new world information and communication order, aeen as an evolving
and continuous process, the right to communicate, pluralism, and access to and
participetion in the field of communication, takina steps where necessary to
broaden the study base and maintaining links of close co-operatiocn with the
competent pcofesaional orgqanizations and non-qovernmental organizationa®. Thus,
the organization's proqramme continuea to consolidate existing knowledc ' reaarding
a new world information and communication order, seen as an evolving and continuvoue
procer 1, taking into account the views and exper iences of profeasjional, research
and nou-qovernmental organizations active in the communication field.

21. Aa authorized by the one hundred and nineteenth session of the Executive Board
(119 EX/Decision 5.2.6, para. 10) UNESCO and the United Nations Department of
Public Information jointly convened the second round table on a new wor 1d
information and communication order. At the invitation of the Government of
Denmark and with the co-operation of the Danish National Commission for UNESCO, the
round table was held at Copenhagen from 2 to 7 April 1986. The Director-General
reported orally on ite resvlts to the Executive Board of UNESCO at its one hundred
and twenty-fourth session, while a written report was submitted to the Committee on
Information at its Juna session (A/AC.198/97).

/oo
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22. The round table was character!zed by a remarkable spirit of respect for mutual
Aifferences, and a shared belief that the improvements embodied in the idea of a
new world information and communication order can become a reality only through
further intellectuval and practical co-cperation among all concerned. There wa.:
almost unanimous aqreement on a number of suggestione dealing with the practical
aspects of a new world information and communication order, svch as international
co-operation in trainina and further trainina of communication professionals in the
developing countriesy encouragement of these countries' endogenous cummunication
development, particularly the production of software; further sensitization of
media profesaionals and the general public to communication needs and poasibilities
through research, discuasions and such publications as ‘he UNESCO/IPDC World
Communication Report, which ia now in preparation. The round table amply confirmed
that the qualification of a new world information and communication order as an
evolvina and continuouvs process corresponds to the realities of a heterogeneous,
pluralistic world in which all voices have the "ight to be heard.

23. Other work on this theme initiated by the orqanization in the past year
focuses primarily on the preparation of a comprehensive historical survey of
documenta dealing with a new world information and communication order since the
idea originated at the beginning of the 1970s. This publication will include
documents adaopted by international professional and non~qovernmental organizations
as well as by interqovernmental bodies, and it should prove to be a valuable
reference tool.

24. As part of the organization's efforts to improve existing communication
structures and to redress current information and communication imbalances both
world-wide and within particular regions and nations, attention continues to be
aiven to such key concepts as plurality of {nformation, promotion of access to and
participation in communication hoth in the public and private sectors, and the
*right to communicate”. These are being examined moatly through national
case-studies undertaken in varioue reaions and different socio-cultural settings,
but sharing, as far as possible, a commonly defined methodoloqy to assure
comparability, Particular emphasis is being placed on encovraging qreater acceas
and participation by women and youna people, notahly through the development of
media education.

25, 8Studies on the contribution of the media to mutual respect, international
understanding, reapect of human rights and peace, and to the elucidation of major
world problems have concentrated mainly on the role played by the media in
informing and sensitizina the pubilic to questions of disarmament and peace, and to
other major world problems such as famine, sickness, poverty and ecological
hazards. In this context, a comprehensive study on the media'’s contribution to
world-wide security and peace, carried ovt by the International Social Sciences
Council (ISSC), ims being published by the lUniversity for Peace as a joint
UNESCO/1ISSC/University for Peace contribution to the International Year of Peace.
Work in thie area also includes a study of the treatment of apartheid on televisior
in Africa, which 18 being prepared in co-operation with professional institutions
and relevant intergqovernmental and non-qovernmental organizations.
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26. An international project on ti.e information situation of migrant workers,
comprising 25 sub-atudies in 15 countriea, nity received continuina support and is
expected to be concluded in 1988. Reqional studies of ways in which the media can
accommodate the information needa of refugees have alao bhequn after consultations
with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refurees and the
International Committee of the Red Crosas.

27. UNESCO's recent efforts to promote the Declaration on Fundamental Principlee
concerning the Contribution of the Masa Media to Strengthenina Peace and
International Underastanding, to the Promotion of Human Riahts and to Counterinag
Racialiem, Apartheid and Incitement to War (adopted in 1978 by the General
Conference of UNESCO) have concentrated on the preparation of a brochure for
Prench-speaking schoolchildren to acquaint them with the substance snd purpose of
the Declaration. The prototype was tested in 1985 on a sample of 1,500
schoolchildren ard has aroused great interest amonq adulta and children. It {8 now
beina produced in Enqlish and Spanish, and will be disseminated in co-operation
with the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs and other intersted non-qovernmental
orqanigzations. In aldition, an international eymposium to conaider the effects of
the Declaration will be orgaui=ed in the course of the biennium 1986-1987 for
oraanizations and persons professionally involved i{n communication.

B. Free flow and wider and better-balanced Adiscemination of
information; increased uxchange of newa and proqrammes

28. Studies on international information flow and the identification of major
obstacles to the free flow of information have continued to form an important peort
of UNESCO's proqremme on communication. They are conaidered to be central to a
concept of a new world information and communication order, seen as an evolvina and
continuous procees, and contribute to widening and balancing the flow of
information. The aim is to develop practical mechanisms for news and proqramme
exchange, and the encouragement of inter-professional co-operation.

29. Among the recently published etudies are the “International Flow of Televieion
Proarammes® and a detailod analysis, "Foreiun News in the Media: Internstional
Reporting in 29 Countries”. The effect of video on information flow has been
analysed in a world-wide comparative study that will be published in 1987, and a
survey of servicea offered by communication satellites has been completed. The new
and more complex patterns of flow created by the new communication technoloaius
calls for a revision of the data collection methods applied in earlier studiea, and
UNESCO is at present exploring the conditions under which a regular monitoring
system might be established (possibly in association with the UNESCO/IPDC World
Communication Report).

30. A survey of the international flow of television fiction s now under way, in
preparation for a consultation of experts proposed for 1987. A preliminary inauiry
into the national and international legal appects of information flow is nearing
completion a1.d its findinas will be published in 1987.
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31. Several-case-studies on censorship and on the contribution of the media
towards preventing abuses of power have been completed and further studies have
been initiated to ensure a representative analysis of different econemic and social
systems. Publication of the collective case-studies is envisaged for 1987.

32. Special aasistance has been qiven to the Pan African News Agency (PANA) and an
aJreement establishing offective working relations has been concluded with *he
Non-Aligned News Agencies Pool, in order to improve the collection and
diesemination of news at regional level.

33. UNESCO is also developing » software programme called CSCAR (Open System for
Communication, Administration and Retrieval) for the auvtomatization by computers at
the headquarters of PANA. OSCAR comprises a message-switching system, word
procesaing and data buse and management designed for the future requirements of
this regioral news agency. The computerixa*ion i3 based upon the widespread
development of microcomputers, and uses universally available operatinag systems
(M8~-DOS and UNIX). Thc software will eventually be available to other news
agencies in developing countries. Concurrently, UNESCO will collaborate with PAN2.
on an experimental project under INTELSAT's project "share", where low-cost
technology developed by UNESQO consultants and portable ground stations developed
by an associated communication agency will be tested.

34. In the fie.d of computer -nimation, in a joint venture of electronics and
informatice and a spin-off of simulation technique developmeni, UNESCO has prorided
media personnel (especially i _.e in “elevision from the dsveloping world) wita the
xneaibility of learning thes¢ new techniques in picture production, which are
changing the production field tremendoucly.

35. Possible means of improving dissemination in the industrialized countries of
television programmes emanating from developing countries have been analysed, and a
meeting to discuss future initiatives in this area will be held in Europe in late
1986.

36. Trinally, an evaluation of recently established regional mechaniems for
exchange and ‘ollaboration has been initiated in the Latin American region, and
evpansion of thie project to Asia and the Pacific and Africa ie expected.

IV. SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL EFFECTS OF THE ACCELERATED
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMINICATION TECHNOLOGIES

37. 1In resolution 40/164 B, the General Asseambly "encourages the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to continue and intensify ite
atudies, programmee and activities with a view to identifying new technclogical
trends in information, communication, telematics and informatics and assess their
socic-aconomic and cultural impact on the development of peoplea, and .n this
context requests it to provide, whenever necessary, periodic studies relevant to
these topics”.
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38. During the past year, UNESCO's onqoing programme of collaborative research
into the impact of the new communication technologies has entered its second
phase. The project originated in the Symposium on the Cultural, Social and
Economic Impact of the New Communication Technologies, held at Rome in

December 1983, in the courase of which plans were made and a research agenda
prepared for a series of studies to be conducted in different world regions over
the period of UNESCO's second medium-term plan (1984-1989).

39. Detailed planning was entrused to a series of geographically based
consvltations, the firet of which (coverina Latin America, the Caribbean and North
America) took place in Florida, Unjted States of America, in December 19R4. A
recond consultation was held in December 1985, at Ahmedabad, India, bringing
together researchers and institutions from Asia and the Pacific, Africa and the
Arab States. The series closed with a consultation for the Europe reqion, which
was held at Gothenburqg, Sweden, in Janvary 1986.

40. The purpose of the programme, as elaborated by these three consuvltations, is
twofold: firstly, to promote a series of collaborative research studies, initially
at the regional level, and, secondly, to prepare and distribute periodic diqests
and inventories of research in progress throughout the world. The approved
programme and budget of UNESOD for .986-1987 (23 C/5 Approved) authorized an
"intellectuval and financial contribution to carrying out 30 comparative studies on
*he socio-cultural impact of new communication technologies™ and the "collection,
collation aud half-yearly distribution of be .ic documentation and also of the
conclusions of the research carried out in ull reqgions of the world".

41. Both of these initiatives are now well unde. v * their precise orientation
set by the recommendationa and networks estab.ished cvring the regional
congultations. As a follow-up to the Florida consuvltation, two editiona of a
research newsletter, covering both Latin America and the Caribbean and North
America, have been prepared, co-ordinated by the Inastituto para América Latina,
Peru, and a Scuth-North network of r :ssearchera and research institutions is being
formed, stemming from a planning meeting held at Caracas in April 1986,
Collaborative projects are also being planned, the first linking Canada and Mexico,
the second, various countries of the Caribbean. They will be concerned with the
cultural dimension and spill-over effects of the new communication technoloaies.

42. Thirty-eight scholars from 16 countries in Asia and the Pacific, Africa and
the Arab States asc...:.od for the consultation at Ahmedabad, India, in

Decamber 1985. Their . ..uposition reflected a deliberate mix of interests,
includir., researchers, nedia profesaionala, engineers, scientists, policy-makers
and creative workeru.

43. The prarallel consultation for Europe, which was held one mc .th later, at
Gothenburg, Sweden, wes also broadly representative; it was attended by 77
participants from 19 countries, made up primarily of communication researchers.
They too came from a wide variety of disciplines, the majority being already
engaaed in research into the new communication technoloqy field.

/oo




A/41/582
Engliah
Page 12

44. In each meeting the emphasis was leas upon formal papers than on discusaion
within specialized working groups. These reflected three main perspectives:
technology policy and planning; sucio-cultural applicationc and effects; and
information processing and exchange. Each group was asked to exchange information
on onaoing projecte and plans, 80 as to create an inventory of research and an
informal network of researchera, but their main task was to evolve specific
proposals for common research efforts.

45. 1In this process, the role of UNESCO was defined with considerable care. The
function of the organization was seen not as conducting research in its own right,
but rather acting as catalyst and facilitator, brinainy together individuals and
inatitutions and encouraging them to pool their efforts and oxtend the
comparability of their research.

46. As anticipated, the two consultatione produced somewhat different proposals,
given their separate coustituencies and the primary interest of researchers in Asia
and the Pacific, Africa and the Arab Statea in development applications of the new
technologiea. Themes emphasized at Ahmedabad included uses of the new technolog)es
for teleconferencing, disast>r warning, increased access for rural populations, the
management of communication systems for development purposes, and the impact of
direct broadcasting satellite transmiseions in the regions concerned. At
Gothenburg, on the othar hand, much of the interest was in areas such as policy and
dacieion-making processes for new technologies auch as integrated service Aigital
networks and communication satellites; the development of a system of European
media indicators; issves of derequlation, media ownership and financings privacy
and queations of public access to and participation in the new communication
technologies, and the need for well-planned comparative case-studies of their
gocial effects.

4/. Since these consultationa were completed, collaborative projects have been
initiated in Asia (linkina research ingtitutions in Australia, India, and Japan):;
in the Maghreb subregion and in Europe (linkina Denmark, France, the Federal
Republic of Germany and the Netherlands). Projects are also under active
discussion in Africa and in other European countries.

48. Both consultationa hiahlighted the second phase of the proqramme:

syntheeizing and diastributing research results. It was generally agreed that this
should be approached in two complementary ways - reqionally and globally. 1In each
of the reqions, research institutions have been requested (under the quidance of
UNESCO's regional culture and communication adviseras) to prepare and distri“ute
digests of work in proqress. However, they have also been acked to adhere to a
common format ®#0 that their work can later be synthesized by the UNESCO secretariat
tor international distribution. The first of thmse syntheses will be produced in
late 1986.

49. It is anticipated that the project will continue into a third phase, until the
end of the second medium-term plan in 1989, and that it will focus in its 1l tter
ftaaea upon iInterreaftonal studies, linking a number of the common themes that have
emerged from research at the reqional level.

[eoo
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S0. Another aspect of UNESCO'as programme in the field of communication technology
ia Airectly concerned with the acquisition of appropriate equipment and ita
endogenove productior, The aim of the activities foreseen is to develop a range of
broadcasting equinment, both for tranamitting and receiving, the design of which is
based on field waperience and takes into account both the needs of users and the
circumstancee in which it will be uaed.

S1. As part of tnia programme, a second phase of development of a solar radio
receiver is envisaged, and plans are being prepared up to the pre-manufacturing
level. Several stations in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and the Caribbean, are
already uvaing low-cost, l0-watt VHF transmitters designed by UNESCO, as well an
relay stationns powered by solar units.

52. In the interests of diversification, the equipment has been modified to meet
the requirements of news agencies, with the tranamitter used for news dissemination
to clients, in association with an appropriate receiver.

%3, All of these activities are conducted together with experta from both
developed and developing countries, through workshops and orientation courses.

54. Negotiations sre being pursuved with various countries to install small

manu facturing unito for the production of such equipment and to develop the
potential of local resources through special training courses. It is hoped that
this project will be impiemented in collaboration with the United Nationsa
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).
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