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Article 10: Prcytectiop of the faaily, mothers and children

Re A: Protection of the family

Reference is made to the report of 23 December 1977 submitted by the 
Covemment of Denmark regarding article 9.
r.e >1(1)

The Chila and Family Allowances Act, No. 236, of 3 June 1967, most recently 
amended by Act of 13 September 1978

The Social Assistance Act, No. 333 of 19 July 1971*, which entered into force 
on 1 April 1976

The Public Relief Act, No. 169, of 31 May 1961, with subsequent amendments
The Child and Youth Welfare Act, Ho. 193, of ** June 196̂ *, with subsequent 

amendments
The Invalidity and National Pensioners Welfare Act, Ko. 229, of 6 June 1968, 

with subsequent amendments
The Home Help Act No. 230, of 6 June 1968, with subsequent amendments
The Social Assistance Act, in which previous separate social laws have been 

codified, is based on the principle of a one-string system
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In connexion vith devolution of special welfare services to district and 
country authorities, the Social Assistance Act has been amended, effective fron 
1 Januar>' 19^0. The aoendnents (sections +̂8 (2), 95a and 112) are reviewed in 
this report.

1̂ 0 A(3) and (><)

In addition to soni-annual adjustments of child allowances to the cost-of- 
living index, provision has been made by law for welfare adjustments consequent 
upon VAT increases from 15 per cent to l5 per cent in 1977 and to PO-l/l per cent 
in 1978.

Rates as at 1 April 1979:

General allowance kr. 1*71 per quarter
Increased allowance kr. 708 per quarter
Additional allowance kr. 5**1 per quarter

The full amount of these allowances is paid to families vith a taxable
annual income of kr. 132,000. For hi^er inccxnes the allowance is reduced or 
entitlement lapses.

Special childroi’s allowances are paid, as of 1 April 1979, at quarterly 
rates of kr. 1,890, kr. l,ll*0 and kr. 570, respectively.

Youth allowance to young persons of age l6 or 17 years, is paid at the 
Eiaximum rate of kr. £,200 per year. Full youth allowance is normally not 
obtainable where the household income exceeds kr. 70,000 and the young persons's 
own income is in excess of kr. 6,000.

Eligibility for assistance under the Social Assistance Act

The Social Assistance Act applies to any person resident in Denmark who, 
because of his own or his family's circumstances, is in need of advice, financial 
or practical assistance, support for development or restoration of working 
capacity, or care, special treatment or support for upbringing (sect. l).

The right to permanent maintenance assistance is contingent on Danish 
citizenship. A woman who is or was last married to a Danish citizen is treated 
equally vith Danish citizens (sect. 2).

Under agreements with other States or with international organizations,
persons who are not Danish citizens may be granted the right to permanent
maintenance assistance while resident in Denmark (sect. 3).

Where a person who is not a Danish citizen and is not entitled to
assistance in purs'oance of agreem«its vith other States or otherwise is in need
of permanent maintenance assistance, the Minister for Social Affairs or the 
authority empowered by him to act on his behalf will decide whether the person 
concerned shall be repatriated (sect. 3).
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T1i2 Minister for Social Affairs has laid down regulations tinder which persons 
in public service or holding public office shall notify the social welfare 
committee if, in the exercise of their public functions, they hccoDe aware of 
circumstances which suggest that a per;;oo is in need of social assistance 
(sect. 19). -

Forms of assistance
Ihe local social welfare committee may offer regular guidance and advice to 

single persons or families. It is the duty of the committee, through reaching-out 
casc-work, to make such an offer to any person who is assumed to be in need thereof 
(sect. 26).

It is the duty of the social welfare committee to arremge accommodation for 
homeless families against payment in an amount exceeding neither the rental value 
nor the normal cost of housing in the locality for a family of the size concerned 
(sect. 31 (I))-

It is the duty of the social welfare coimaittee to look into the conditions 
under which children are living and to support parents in the upbringing and care of 
their children (sect. 32).

Xhere a child is assiimed to be in need of support, the social welfare committee 
shall offer special guidance and support to the person in wbom parental authority
is vested or who is actually taking care of the child.

Ibe social welfare ccEmittee, if necessary, out of consideration for the 
welfare of the child (sect. 33), sh-OJ. make recccmendations and directions with 
regard to the care and treatment of the child, assign a personal adviser to the 
child, or possibly, arrange for temporary placement of the child away from the home. 
Ihe social welfare committee may defray the cost of such measures. Payment for 
welfare services is <&arged according to special principles. The rates are fixed 
sepeurately for each type of assistance, taking into account the financial 
circumstances of the person concerned (sects. 7, ^6 (2), 66 (2 ) and 100 of the 
Social Assistance Act and sundry administrative regulations).

\toere a person, due to illness, pregnancy and confinement, failing 
opportunities for employment, separation or divorce, service as a conscript, or for
any other reason is temporarily debarred from making enough money to support
himself/herself or the family, and the cost thereof is not covered through benefits 
or pensions, public support is granted in an amount to cou->teract an appreciable 
lowering of the previous standard of living of the person or persons concerned 
(sect. 37 (1)).

It is a precondition for grant of assistance that the applicant as well as the 
spouse have made adequate use of their possibilities to sign on for work,
(sect. 30 (2)).

In addition, assistance may be granted to meet non-recurrent expenses for which 
reasonable ground is seen, (sect. UO).

Assistance for education or training may he granted where deemed necessary to 
enable a person in future to make his own living and support his family and where 
grant of such assistance is possible under the relevant general provisions,
(sect. U2).
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A-sistance may be granted for medical treatment, medicines and dental treatment 
where the cost thereof is not refundable under other legislation (sect. L6 (l)) and, 
if the applicant is devoid of means to cover the cost himself, assistance for 
removal where this serves to improve the applicant's or the family's housing and 
working conditions (sect. (l)).

To ensure that a child can remain in the home in spite of a chronic physical 
or mental handicap, provision has been made for grant of assistance to meet the 
additional cost involved (sect. h8).

Persons with severe physical or mental handicaps who are staying in their own 
hones have the ri^t to assistance to cover the additional cost of support. 
Furthermore, hone-help may be provided for occasional relief of persons who in 
the hone are caring for a child or an adult suffering from physical or mental 
disorders (sect. 5 2).

TemporeuTT hone-help may be provided foi- the performance of ordinary household 
tasks vdien needed because of illness, child-birth or convalescence.

It is the duty of local government authorities to provide hone-help by persons 
trained especially for that task (sect. 50).

If the social welfare coiumittee is not in a position to make home-help 
a'/ailable to a family in need thereof, a grant may be made to cover the cost of 
a domestic help employed by the family itself (sect. 56 (l)).

It is the duty of local authorities to provide adequate accommodation for 
children sind young persons in day institutions (sect. 68).

In addition, the social welfare committee may make arrangement for day care 
in private homes (sect. 61*). Payment for private day care is charged, for children 
under school age at the rate of 35 per cent and for children over school age at the 
rate of 25 per cent of the cost of institutional care. For membership in leisure 
and youth clubs the rate is 20 per cent. In these calcijlations, the exp>enditure of 
institutions for charges on and maintenance of premises are left out of account.
Free or partially free places may be granted on social or educational grounds.

'rhere a child with severe physical or mental handicaps is accommodated in a 
day institution, the charge to parents is reduced by 50 per cent, it may be further 
reduced or waived for social or educational reasons. The county authoritv shall 
provide adequate accommodation in special day institutions for children and young 
persons vho, because of severe jdiysical or mental handicaps, are in need of support, 
treatment etc. which cannot be provided in ordinary day institutions (sect. 95 a). 
Accommodation in a special day institution is free if dictated mainly by need for 
treatment.

As of 1 January 1979 the coverage of needs for accommodation in ordinary day 
institutions was 29-6 per cent for children aged 0-2 years and 1*3 .3 per cent for 
children aged 3-6 years. Seven hundred twenty-five children were on the waiting 
list for admission to special day institutions.
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Rc B- Maternity protection

Re B(l)
Act Ro. 262, of 7 June 1972, vitb subsequent amendments, contains, in part 12, 

sections 33-37, provisions governing the ri^t to maternity benefit. The right 
covers women irtjo are wage or salary eauTiers, self-employed or participating in a 
family enterprise.

The Social Assistance Act (sects. 28 , 37 , 33, *»2, 1»6, 1*7, 50 emd 51); cf. reply 
re article lOA above.

The Prenatal and Obstetric Care Act, No. 1*31, of 3 September 1975. A copy 
in Danish is enclosed.

For details, see Report by the Government of Denmark under Article 1*0 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Additional Information,
October 1979, p. 36, last paragraph, and p. 37, first paragraph.
Re B(2)

Care in maternity homes is provided free of charge for pregnant women and 
mothers faced with special problems during the period around childbirth. The 
maternity homes serve also as convalescent homes for mothers with small children.
(Social Assistance Act, sects. lOl-lOU).

Re B(3) and (1*)
By Act No. l6l, of 12 April 1978, and Act Ho. l62, of 12 April 1978, Danish \

legislation has been brought into line with the EC Council Directive of >
9 February 1976 on implementation of the principle of equal treatment of men 
and women as regards access to employment, vocational training and promotion, 
and working conditions. Copies in Danish of the two Acts, which entered into force 
on 1 July 1978, are enclosed.

Under those Acts discrimination against and dismissal of women on account of 
pregnancy is unlawful. This does not mean, however, that women are debarred from 
protection in connexion with pregnancy and child-birth.

Under section 7 of the Leged Relationship (Einployers and Employees) Act, 
female employees who are absent from work because of pregnancy and child-birth
are entitled to half pay for up to five months from the date on which they
become incapacitated for work. The ri^t covers a period of not less than three
months before the expected time of child-birth and a maxinun of three months
after child-birth. A copy of the Act in Danish with subsequent amendments 
inserted - Lovbekendtg^relse *./. Ul3, of 30 August 1971 - is enclosed.

A female employee who is not guaranteed maternity leave with pay is entitled 
to maternity benefit, provided out of local government funds, for a period of
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li* veeks, reckoned at the earliest from eight weeks before the expected time of 
child-birth and at the latest ftrom the time of child-birth. As a principal nile, 
the rate of maternity benefit is calculated on the basis of the earned income 
registered by the tax authorities for the last preceding calendar year (including 
benefit from an uneaployaent fund). The maternity benefit may not, however, be 
less than 10 per cent of the maxipnnn amount obtainable (kr. 1.506 per week as of 
1 May 1979). A woman for whcsn no annual earned income is registered is entitled 
to maternity leave if fbr not less than six months within the last 12 months prior 
to her absence from work she earned an income, with entitlement to unemployment 
b«iefit, of not less than 10 per cent of the maxim'jm benefit payable.

In the calculation of the earned income giving entitlement to benefit, income 
is included which the woman would have earned during periods when a doctor found it 
necessary that she be spared from work or when she was debarred from receiving 
uneB?>loyment benefit solely because of unemployment fund regulations concerning 
waiting period and eligibility for membership.

An employer paying a wage or salary - typically to an enqjloyee - during 
maternity leave is entitled to reimbursement out of maternity benefit provided 
from local government sources.

A vcman who is self-employed or participates in a family enterprise is 
entitled to maternity benefit for a period of four weeks, reckoned from the time 
of child-birth. Adoptant mothers are entitled to maternity benefit for six weeks 
if they are wage or salary earners or if they are self-enq)loyed or assisting wives 
for four weeks, reckoned from the date the child is left in their care.

The right to maternity benefit is not contingent upon marital status except 
in the case of assisting wives. For is it contingent ui>on Danish citizenship.

Re C: Protection of children and young persons

Re C(l)
The Social Assistance Act, Bo. 333, of 19 July 197**; cf. reply re article IQA 

above.
The Working Environment Act, Bo. 68l, of 23 December 1975. A copy in English 

is enclosed.

Re C(2)

The Health Visitor Services Act, Act Bo. *<09, of 13 June 1973, as amended by 
Act Bo. 22*J, of 12 June 1975. A copy in Danish is enclosed.

Executive Order Bo. l62, of 27 March 197*<, relating to health visitor 
services. A copy in Danish is enclosed.

Guidelines for the organization of health visitor services, of July 197̂ *.
A copy in Danish is enclosed.

E/1980/6/Add.l5
English
Page 6

/...



Health visitor services are provided primarily for children vmder school age. 
Health visitors (registered nurses having undergone further tredning) work in 
collaboration with medical and social experts. Their tasks «u*e, inter alia, to 
assist in preventing the occurrence of pathological conditions and, vhere health 
and development problems are suspected or recognized, to see that treatment is 
provided at the earliest possible stage so as to avoid as far as possible the 
development of defects which at a later time could pose social and/or educational 
problems.

Health visitor services comprise health giiidance to parents, observation of 
children's state of health and, where necessary, arrangement for contact with 
medical and/or social experts, g\iidance and assistance, including reaching-out 
casework.

All health visitor services are free.
Medical examination of children aged 0-7 years old
The Medical Examination of Children Act, No. 236, of 30 April 19*»6, as 

amended by Act No. 236, of h June 1969. A copy in Danish is enclosed.
Executive Order No. 53*>, of 2k October 1978, relating to medical examination 

of children. A copy in Danish is enclosed.
Guidance on proj^ylactic medical examinations of children aged 0-7 years.

A copy in Danish is enclosed.
The objectives of prophylactic medical examinations, to which all children 

under compulsory school age are entitled, are to help give the child the best 
possible conditions for a healthy development, physically, mentally and socially; 
to prevent disease; to detect incipient pathological conditions at an early stage; 
to inform the parents about needs and possibilities for stimulation - somatically, 
mentally and socially - at the various stages of the child's development. The 
scheme covers nine free proj^ylactic health examinations, of which three are 
performed during the child's first year of life. The examinations focus on the 
various aspects of physical and mental development between the ages of 0 and 
7 years. Each examination con?>rises anamnesis, objective examination and an 
interview with the parents for the purpose of offering guidance to them.

Vaccination and iranunizstioH of children
The Vaccination and Immunization of Children Against Certain Diseases Act 

No. 63U, of 17 December 1976. A copy in Danish is enclosed.
Executive Order No. 77, of •* March 1977, relating to vaccination and 

immunization of children against certain infectious or contagious diseases.
A copy in Danish is enclosed.

Guidelines of 10 March 1977 for vaccination and imnunization of children 
against infectious or contagious diseases. A copy in Danish is enclosed.
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Vaccination or innunitation against whooping co»jgh, diphtheria, tetanus, 
polio and tuberculosis is offered free of charge to all persons under age 18 years.

Medical services for school children

The School Mt-dical Services Act, No. U30, of I6 August 197*». as amended by 
Act No. 178, of 7 May 1975, and Act Ho. 63**, of 17 December 1976. A copy in 
Danish is enclosed.

Executive Order of 5 July 1972 relating to school medical services. A copy 
in Danish is enclosed.

Guidelines for the organization of school medical services. A copy in Danish 
is enclosed.

School medical services are provided free of charge for «Q1 children of 
compulsory school age and for children attending nursery school.

The objectives of school medical services are to carry out prophylactic and 
health-promoting measures in respect of children and their school environment and 
to check the physical and mental state of health of the individual child.

The services provided are free prophylactic health examinations performed at 
regular intervals on children of certain class levels and on children in special 
need of such examinations. Children requiring medical treatment are referred to 
a general practitioner.

School dental services

The Dental Care of Children Act, promulgated by Jtotice No. 666, of 
22 Decei^r 1977. A copy in Danish is enclosed.

Executive Order No. **32, of 22 August 197**, relating to dental ceu:̂  of
children. A copy in Danish is enclosed.

Guidance on the scope and requirements of dental care of children, of 
January 1972. A copy in Danish is enclosed.

As of 1 August 1980, all children of compulsory school age will be entitled 
to free dental care. From 1 August I9OI the dental seinrices scheme will be
extended to cover one age class per year of children under compulsory school age
until complete coverage has been achieved for all children of or xjnder compulsory 
school age.

The objective of the dental services scheme is to ensure access for all 
children to regular prophylactic dental care and treatment, with a view to 
improving their state of dental health. The services provided are general 
prophylactic measures, including information, individual prophylactic mesisures, 
regular examination of the development of the dental system and the state of dental 
health, treatment for dental disease and stroi^tening of irregular teeth to the 
extent necessary for keeping the dental system in a good functional state.

/ * » •
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Any person who is aware that a child under age iG years, is being maltreated
or exposed to desrading treatment by the parents or others or is living under
conditions endangering the child's health and development must notify the local 
socied welfare consittee of the matter (Social Assistance Act, sect. 20).

Any person who induces or helps a child accommodated away from the home in 
pursuance of the Social Assistance Act to escape or hides an escaped child is 
gxiilty of an offence (sect. 23).

Any person who places out, takes in or removes a child from family care in 
contravention of the provisions of the Social Assistance Act (cf. sect. 2U) is 
guilty of an offence.

It is the duty of county authorities to provide free examination and treatzaent 
in counselling centres for maladjusted children and young persons (Social 
Assistance Act, sects. 87-90).

It is also the duty of county authorities to provide acconaodation in 
institutions, including boarding hotises, for children and young persons who have 
to be accommodated away from home or who, because of severe physical or mental
handicaps, are in special need of care, treatment etc.

The county authorities are responsible for providing eidequate facilities for 
accommodation and out-patient treatment in institutions of maladjusted children 
and young persons.

Assistance services for young persons can be provided until the age of 
20 years, if they themselves agree thereto (Social Assistance Act, sect. 36).

With regard to counselling, guidance, supervision etc. see reply 
re article lOA above.

The aforementioned protective measures apply to all children and young 
persons resident in Denmark.
Re C(U) and (5)

Reference is made to Report by the Govenment of Denmark under article ItO 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Additional
Information, October 1979, pp. 21-2U.
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Re A: General and specific Pleasures

Cash benefit (Social Assistance Act, sects. 37 ff.). See reply 
re article lOA above.

Permanent support (Social Assistence .\ct sects. 1*3, 1*1» and U5).

A person in need of permanent assistence for his own and his family's support 
may, where such assistance cannot be provided in the form of benefits under social 
pension lavs, be granted support in an amount equivalent to the national pension 
obtainable by a pensioner without any other income plus a supploaent for each 
child, corresponding to the special child allowance obtainable pursuant to 
section i (3) of the Child and Family Allowances Act (Social Assistance Act, 
sect. 1*3 (l)).

A person receiving permanent support may bo granted an additicaral ancunt 
towards payment of non-recurrent expenses for which there is deemed to be a 
reasonable ground and which cannot be covered within the limits of the 
aforementioned s\ipport allowance (Social Assistance Act, sect. ^3 (2)).

If, exceptionally, the social welfare committee considers that support in 
excess of the aforementioned limit should be granted, it will submit a 
recoimendation to that effect to the Rehabilitation and Pension Board for 
approval.

It is a precondition for grant of support pursuant to section 1*3 of the Social 
Assistance Act that the applicant as veil as the spouse produce evidence to show 
that work within their capacity cannot be assigned to them. If it is found that 
the spoiise, after undergoing training, wovjld be able to make a substantial 
contribution to the support of the family, financial assistance for training can 
be granted under the provisions of part 9 of the Social Assistance Act.

In assessing the Justification for grant of support pursuant to section 1*3 
of the Social .Assistance Act, the possession by the applicant of a minor capital 
will be left out of account only if he vents to preserve it for specific purposes 
which are deemed to be reasonable, taking his circumstances into account.

Re E: Richt to adequate food

The Food Act, No. 310, of 6 Jime 1973, as amended by Act Ho. 108, of 
29 March 1978. By this amendment drinking water was removed from the sphere of 
applicability of the Food Act.

Executive Order No. 86, of 8 March 1978, regulating the mercury content of 
tuna and bonito. A limit of 0.5 mg per kg fish meat is established for tuna and 
bonito sold as human food.

Article 11: Right to an adequate standard of living

/...



Executive Order No. 126, of l6 March 1978, prohibitine the use of certain 
flavouring substances in food-stuffs. The Order caae into force on 
1 September 1978.

Executive Order No. 3l»3, of k July 1978, on honey. In line with
EC Directive. The Order came into force on 1 Septeri>er 1978.

Executive Order No. 383, of 2 August 1978, on coffee extracts. In line with
EC Directive. The Order will coae into force on 1 July 1980.

Executive Order No. I»51, of 12 September 1978, on juice from fruits and 
vegetables etc. In line with EC Directive.

Executive Order No. U6o, of 15 September 197G, on preparations of nutrients 
sold as supplement to a normal diet.

Executive Order No. 519, of l6 October 1978, on labelling of prepacked peas 
and of prepacked food-stuffs containing a substantial amount of peas.

Executive Order No. 598, of 28 November 1978, on foods for special dietary 
purposes.

Executive Order No. 191, of k May 1979, on surface treatment of citrus fruits 
and bananas. In line vith EC Directive.

The basic enactment is the Pood Act (Act No, 310, of 6 June 1973, as amended 
by Act No. 108, of 29 March 1978).

Supplementary to the Pood Act, special laws have been enacted and 
administrative regulations (in the form of executive orders) laid down vith 
respect to a number of food-stuffs, e.g., meat, edible offal, meat and meat 
products, milk and milk products (butter; cheese; ice cream; canned, condensed 
and dry milk), margarine; eggs and egg products; fish and fish products; 
slaughtered poultry and slau^tered rabbits.

The Food Act contains, inter alia, provisions governing licensing, 
registration of inqporters, and designation and labelling of food.

■ Pursuant to the Act, retailing, packing, repacking and transport of food is 
subject to licence, granted by the local authority. The same applies to canteens 
and to boarding houses vith more than 12 permanent hoarders,

Purtbermore, autborizatiao must be obtained foUoving change of ownership of 
an enterprise, major changes in the product or range of products bandied or in tbe 
structure and layout of premises.

Pursuant to the Pood Act, • list of food additives has been ccag>iled. Bo 
substance may be entered in the list unless it does not present any health hazards 
and does not serve to mislead the consumer - for instance, if it has the effect of 
altering the nature or quality of the product. Furthermore, there must be a
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technological need for the use of the additive. The list is revised every year 
in the light of up-to-date knowledge.

The special law relating to fish and fish products was last revised in 1975.
It covers catching, storage, transport, freezing, preservation, processing, and 
other treatment of fish and fish products.

Executive Order Ho. 376, of 27 June 1?7*», issued by the Ministry of the 
Bivironment, contains provisions governing certain aspects of wholesale trade in 
food for which there are no special laws. The grant of a licence by the local
supervisory authority is required for setting up wholesale business. The
supervisory authority is ernxowered to inspect premises, installations etc.
Supervisory authority is vested in the Veterinary Service and the Rational Food
Institute, which, if they deem necessary, may order suspension of deliveries.

The executive orders issued in pursuance of the aforeinentioned special laws 
\is\ially contain detailed regulations with regard not only to protection of health 
and control of quality but production, storage, wholesale trade and sales 
promotion. The provisions concerned apply to both exports and imports.

Executive Order lo. 368, of 27 June 197*», issued by the Ministry of the 
Environnent, sets out regulations on control of the production of food-stuffs not 
covered by special laws and of food additives. For production of food-stuffs in 
enterprises falling within the Order, authorization by the Veterinary Service is 
required. For local supervisory authority, the Veterinary Service and the Rational 
Food Institute are empowered to carry out inspection and nay prohibit the sale of 
or confiscate and destroy food which is considered to be unfit for human 
consunption.

Executive Order Ho. 389, of 27 June 197**, deals with retailing of food, 
including serving of food in catering establishments. For retailing of food the 
grant of a licence by the local supervisory authority is required. Approvsil must 
be obtained of any alteration of the layout of an enterprise which has a material 
effect on sanitary conditions in sales premises, food preparation rooms and storage 
areas, and on personal hygiene.

The Order sets out provisions governing hygiene, prevention of infection of 
food by personnel handling food, serving of food in restaurants, sale of food from 
kiosks, food vending vehicles, automatic vending machines, and itinerant sale of 
food. Local authorities are responsible for enforcement of the Order but may 
delegate any or all of their duties to local control units. Ultimate 
responsibility for si;^rvising conqjliance with the Order rests with the Veterinary 
Service.

Executive Order Ho. ^82, of 27 September 197**, issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, applies to meat intended for sale on the home market. It sets o\it 
provisions governing slaughtering and inspection of animals, meat and meat 
products. Ultimate responsibility for supervising cocspliance with the Order rests 
with the Veterinary Service.
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Laws relating to ejqport of food come within the purview of the IttniBtzy of 
Pisberie*. All factories exporting agricultural and fish products are required 
to bold a licence authorising then to engage in such business.

Executive Order to, 190, of 22 Nay 1975, sets out provisions vith regard to 
•eat control, and Executive Order >o. 281 of July 1963, subsequently emended, vith 
regard to control of poultry. The Veterinary Service is responsible for control 
of aeat and poultry, and the State Quality Cbntrol for Dairy Products and Eg0i is 
the agency responsible for dairy products and eggs.

Local governments are responsible for the enforcesent of regulations relating 
to retailing of food-stuffs on the borne marfcet. Ihey may, however, delegate all 
or part of these duties to local control units.

PoUowlitg a reorganisation of the food control system, to be completed in 198k, 
all local goveroaent districts will be served by food control units.

Each of the food control units (35 in all) will be headed by a veterinarian 
vbo, assisted by specially trained technicians, will perform inspection services 
and take out samples for laboratory analysis and macrobiological exasdnation.

Local govemaents are responsible for the inspection of milk for human 
consuiqztion. In thia task they are assisted by their local control unit. Each 
herd from idiich ailfc for human consunqrtion is obtained is exasined by a 
veterinarian froa two to four tioes a year. The raw milk is examined for mnher 
of bacteria, including content of therao-resistant and psyehotrcpble bacteria, for 
nuxher of lencocytes and, under a mastitis-control scbeae, for content of 
pathogenic bacteria. Purtberaore, the content of milk fat is checked. Sasples 
are also taken in dairies and retail shops. The Veterinary Service supervises 
inspection.

The head of office and the laboratory of the Veterinary Service are located 
in Copenhagen. Pive regional offices are maintained in various parts of the 
country. Pbr inspection purposes the country is divided into four areas, each of 
which is served by one veterinary inspector and one or two veterinary assistants.

Slau^terhouses authorised for export (they account for about 99 per cent of 
output) are supervised by a veterinarian who is respcHisible to the MLnistry of 
Agriculture.

The dsy-to-day svpervision of slau^terbouses etc, is carried out by a rtaiff 
totalling 200 chief veterinarians, 200 assistant veterinarians and 200 technical 
assistants. In addition, 600 veterinarians are occigiied part-tiae in 
neat.

The State Quality Cbntrol for Dairy Products and l^gs is responsible fbr 
control of dairy products (butter, cheese, canned, condensed and dry milk, 
icc cream), aargarine, eggs and egg products. The agency, vith head office in 
Copenhagen and four regional offices, is staffed by about 900 peraons; of these 
50 are inspectors.
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The responsibility for control of fish and fisb products rests vith the 
Inspection Service for Pish and Piah Products, This ageiicy, with its head office 
in Oopenhagen and 30 Kinor offices 19 and down the country, has a total staff of 
about 100.

tte National Food Institute is part of the Ministry of the ftivironnent. It 
deals with questions such as the eoi^sition of food, food additives and pollution 
of food. Analytical work is carried out in the Institute's cwn laboratoiy. The 
Institute also functions as adviser to public authorities and the food industry.

The Institute of Ttoxology carries out tozicological studies and related 
experinental studies with regard to contaminants and food additives, in an attei^t 
to find out whether or not these often non-nutritional substances fomd in or 
added to food are harmful to nan. Furthermore, the Institute advises authorities, 
consxHjers, and tr^e and industry 00 questions of toxfcologr. The Institute 
consists of a biological, a biocbeaical and a pathological departnent. Ehdi of 
these performs a range of special toxicological studies.

In order to ascertain the influence of a given substance on biological 
processes and to establish the quantity which can be given without causing 
undesirable effects, animals (sice, rats, rabbits and pigs) used in ezperuBental 
studies are given daily doses of the substance - soraetiffies of varying strength - 
over a period of months. At the end of the experiioent, the organs of the animals 
are exjurfned post-SBortem for Bfecroscopically and microscopically detectable 
pathological changes. In the course of experiments, or in separate experiments, 
studies are conducted to see how the substance is metabolized in the organisms, 
whether or not it is accumulated, and bow it is excreted, in order to gain 
coesprebensive knowledge of the fate of the coEiXDnent when eaten. Tests of several 
kinds are performed for possible carcinogenic, teratogenic and mutagenic effects.

Laboratory control in the cbenico-analytical field is performed in the central 
laboratory of the National Food Institute and in five regional laboratories, eadi 
of whidi covers an area with an average population of erne million.

The regional laboratories, situated on the premises of five local food control 
units, perform analytical control of residues and other work which it is considered 
irrational to distribute aisjng local laboratories,' e.g. analysis of pesticides, 
vitKsdns and trace minerals. Other functions of the regional laboratories are to 
verify the results of analyses performed at the local level and to participate in 
monitoring activities organized by the central laboratory.

The most important task of the central laboratory is to co-ordinate the work 
of all local control laboratories and to ensure a h i ^  level of efficiency with 
respect to laboratory work done in food control units and regional laboratories. 
This i^lies issuing guidelines for laboratory work, prescribing Bsthods of 
analysis, organizing intercalibratioa between laboratories etc.
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Co-ordination of food control vith environaental protection and public
health services
The Ministry of the Bovirofiment is concerned with both environmental 

protection and safety and quality of food-stuffs. The fact that the responsibility 
for ir^lementation of legislation in both fields rests with local authorities 
means that the food control units deal alao with environmental questions. Close 
co-operation and co-ordiMtion of activities in the two spheres are thus ensured.

Public health, on the other hand, cones within the purview of the Ministry of 
the Interior. In this field, too, there is freqxient contact and useful 
co-operation at the local level between public health services and food control 
units.

Be B(2-10)
Reference is made to the enclosed Country Review Paper, Denmark, prepared by 

the Danish Rational PAD Conaittee for the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development, A copy in Ehglish is enclosed.

Re D: Ri«iht to housing
Re D(l)

The Social Assistance Act, lo. 333, of 19 July 197l«; cf. reply re article lOA, 
above.

The Housing Allowance to Pensioners Act, Ho. 251, of 6 June 1978. filtered 
into force on 1 January 1979.

The provisions governing housing are contained in the Tenants Act, the 
Provisional Housing Regulation Act, the Graded Rents Act and the Housing Act.
Re D(2)

A housing allowance is paid to pensioners to reduce their bousing expenses 
and, as a result, to raise their standard of living. Further purposes of the 
scheme are to encourage pensioners to remain in their cam homes and to level out 
differences in the bousing costs of pensioners. In principle, the scheme covers 
all pensioners regardless of whether or not they rent or own their dwellings.

The main principle of the Act is that a pensioner shall pay only 15 per cent 
of the household income towards the cost of bousing. The balance is covered, 
within certain limits, out of public funds in the form of a bousing allowance 
which is tax-free. Hence, the amount payable by the pensioner is not determined 
by his income but by his housing cost. In 1979, the mazimw cost of housing 
covered by the support scheme was kr. 2ii,100, and the mazimim bousing allowance 
kr. 12,720. A housing allowance is obtainable by any nerson, regardless of 
citizenship, who receives national pension, early pension, widow's pension or 
invalidity benefit.
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It is generally true to say tliat bousing in Denaaric has been heavily 
subsidized for lany years. In political circles the question asked in recent 
years is vbether it is a satisfactory situation that large direct and indirect 
general subsidies should be paid and bov these subsidies should be spread over a 
variety of bousing fbras and population groups.

Serious consideration is currently being given to a proposal to reorgsnise 
and gradually i*ase out govemnent bousing subsidies. However, it is generally 
agreed at the political level that such withdrawal of subsidies would necessarily 
have to be effected over a period of aaiiy years in order to ainimize transitional 
problens.

Ckie reason why najor bousing subsidies are considered undesirable is that 
the existence of a subsidy peraits to atme extent the passing on of costs and the 
creation of extra profits. ^

While, in the short tens, svibsidies have brou^t down the housing costs of 
the individual householder, they have been a Icng-tera factor in raising housing 
costs in real tei
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In principle, a distinction can be drawn between direct subsidy paid to 
tenants and indirect subsidy granted to owner-occipiers.

Direct subsidies for tenants

A graded rent system secures a subsidy for individual families. The amousrt 
is determined by inccae, level of rent, number of children etc.

Few building work by non-profit bousing associations is financed out of 
ordinary bond loans (74 per cent), tenants' deposits (3 per cent) and the granting 
of a non-repayable basic capital (23 per cent).

Fbr existing ncxi-profit housing schases, an interest-guarantee system covers 
interest costs in excess of 6 per cent p.a. The guarantee system is normally 
phaised out within 4-10 years aifter the loan is granted.

Si>ecial operating loans are granted in sooe cases to non-profit bousing 
associations with acute difficulties in finding tenants for new bousing.

So public subsidies are granted for the construction of private rental 
property.

Be D(3)
Technical and orgeunirational developcsent of the building industry over the 

past 15-20 years has meant increasing use of industrialized methods. The building 
process itself has been largely transferred fi-oa site to factory floor; site work 
nowadays is increasingly a question of assenfcling prefabricated, standard 
cospooents.
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The building industry has ad^ted its organization forsa to changing 
cooditions, too. Hev develofments include the turnkey eaotraetor who sarkets a 
range of specifie products (building systems or practical systeas).

The industry, however, is still very aucb a network of aany saall firaa 
turning out a nuDher of different products.

Active participation in tbe work of the ECE Casndttee oo Housing, ftiilding 
and Planning and its working parties as well as various other international 
organizations is of great benefit in tbe endeavours to develop and iaprove bousing 
construction.

Re D(k)
Housing, water stq>ply and sanitary conditions in rural areas present no 

special probless.

Be D(5)
Bent controls a p p ly only in local govemment areas with a population over 

20,000, and the principle of econcxaic rents is applied to tbe older housing stock.

Vith the introduction of econoodc rents the rent should cover necessary 
operational costs and suitable yield on the value of the property.

In large properties tenant denocracy has been introduced to keep tenanta 
informed of costs and enable them to participate in decisions on future expenditure.

Tenants' legislation ensures for tenants a ri^t to their dwellings.

Re 0(6)

In 1977 figures the dwelling stock was k32 per 1,000 inhabitants and the 
building rate T.O. Of tbe dwelling stock 85.k per cent consisted of one- or 
two-family bouses. Average rooms per dwelling were k.9 and useful floor space per 
Celling, 126 m^.

Article 12; Rirttt to physical and mental health
Be A

The Social Assistance Act, Bo. 333, of 19 July 197k. See sections k6, 50, 51 
and 52 relating to medical treatment, Kcdicines, etc., and the infoxBsction 
submitted in reply re article lOA, above.

The lational Health Insurance act. Ho. 311, of 9 June 1971.

Pursuant to tbe Hospital Services Act, lo. 32k, of 19 J w e  197k (a copy in 
Danish is enclosed), and other acta stqipleaentazy thereto, every person resident
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in DemDark (and, in certain cases, persons staying only tenoorarily in the 
coixjtry) is entitled to free hospital treatment. The right covers treatment in 
eeoeral, highly specialised treatment, and treatment in mental hospitals.

It is the duty of the county authority to provide free hospital treatment 
for its residents and in certain cases also for persons staying temporarily in the 
co\nty. The county authority can provide treatment in its ovn hosnitals or, 
agsdnst paying the cost thereof, in hospitals of other counties or in hospitals 
T\xi by the central Government, or privately.

Patients are, to a vide extent, entitled to free transport to and from 
hospital for treatment.

To ensure that they provide at any time the best possible treatment for their 
citizens, the county authorities are required to work out a plan for their hospital 
service and submit it to the Ministry of the Interior for approval.

Detailed regulations governing the right of citizens to hospital treatment 
and the duties of county authorities to provide such treatment are laid down in 
executive orders and circulars issued by the Minister for the Interior.

The present number of hospitals and other institutions providing medical 
treatment is about IkO. The total number of beds is about 1*2,000.

Re B; In formation
Re B(E): Environmental and industrial hygiene

The purpose of the Working Bivironment Act, as set out in section 1 of the 
Act, is "to create a safe and healthy working environment".

For details on this point, reference is made to the information submitted by 
Denmark for the 1977/78 Ifaited Nations Yearbook; cf. Note of 25 January 1980 from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark to the Secretary-General of the tfeited 
nations.

When fully developed, the Working Ihvironnent Institute, established as an 
integral part of the Directorate of Labour Inspection, will comprise

(a) A department of industrial hygiene and technology,

(b) A department of chemistry and toxicoloQr;

(c) A department of industrial medicine;

(d) A department of industrial physiology and ergonoBy;

(e) A department of industrial psychology and sociology;

(f) A technico-economic department;
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List of reference aaterial annexed to the report*

1. Prenatal and Obstetric Care Act, Ho. U3I, of 3 September 1975 (Danish)
2. Act no. 161, of 12 April 1978, gd iaq>lementation of the principle of equal

treatment of men and women as regards access to employment, Tocational
training and promotion, and working conditions (Danish)

3. Act Ho. 162, of 12 April 1978, on isqilenentation of the principle of equal
treatment of men and women as regards access to employment, vDcational
training and promotion, and working conditions (Danish)

1». Legal Relationship (Employers and Bnployees) Act Ho. kl3 of 30 August 1971 
(Danish)

5. Uorking Ehvironment Act Hb. 68I, of 23 December 1975 (English)
6. Health Visitor Services Act 3o. k09, of 13 June 1973, as amended by

Act No. 22k, of 12 June 1975 (Danish)

7. Executive Order Ho. 162, of 27 ’larch 197k, relating to health visitor services 
(Danish)

8. Guidelines for organization of health visitor services, July 197k (Danish)
9 . Medical Examination of Children Act Ho. 236, of 30 April 19k6, as amended

by Act Ho. 236, of k June 1969 (Danish)
10. Executive Order Ho. 53k, of 2k October 1978, relating to medical examination

of children (Danish)
11. Publication entitled '"Guidance on prophylactic medical examinations of 

ehildrai aged 0-7 years" (Danish)
12. Vaccination and Iimunization of Children Against Certain Diseases, Act 

No. 63k, of 17 December 1976 (Danish)

1 3. Executive Order Ho. 77, of k March 1977, relating to vaccination and
immunization of children against certain infectious or contagious diseases
(Danish)

ik. Guidelines of 10 'larch 1977 for vaccination and imnunization of children 
against infectious or contagious diseases (Danish)
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* These documents are available for consultation in the files of the 
Secretariat as received from the Government of Denmark.



15. Schcx3l Medical Services Act r©. 1*30, of l6 August 197**, as amended by 
Art Ho. 178, of 7 "py 1975, and Act ?Io. 63**, of 17 December 1976 (Danish)

16. Executive Order of 5 July 1972 relatine to school medical services (Danish)

17. Ouidelines for the orgarization of school medical services (Danish)

18. Dental Care of Children Act prorrjlgated by ITotice No. 666, of 
22 December 1977 (Darish)

1?. Executive Order No. **32, of 22 . ûpust 197**, relating to dental care of 
children (Danish)

20. Leaflet entitled "Guidance on scope and requirements of dental care of 
children', January 1972 (Danish)

21. Country Peviev Paper, Denmark, prepared by the Danish National FAO Conmittee 
for the '■forld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural DevelotH-.ent (English)

22. Hospital Services Act No. 32**, of 19 June 107** (Danish)
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(g) A number of service sectors for administration, workshop activities, 
planning of training, documentation, statistic^ assistance and EDP.

Anong the Institute's tasks are the follcwing: to conduct research and
solve practical problems in the field of industrial raedicine and to provide 
information and training.

Re B(5)
Home help on a penaanent basis may be provided for persons who, because of 

chronic disease or infirmity, are in need of practical assistance (Rational 
Assistance Act, sect* 53).

Disabled persons and persona with debilities arising from disease or old age 
can be given financial assistance towards the cost of aids - including the 
additional cost of articles of clothing - which are necessjuy for enabling them to 
go to work or which, to an essential degree, can alleviate the effects of their 
disability or facilitate their living in the home (sect. 58). Hecessary 
assistance can also he provided for adaptations to homes to make them tetter 
suited to the special needs of the individual (sect. 59).

Assistance can he given to cover the cost of attendance or of special 
equipment in service flats for invalidity or old-age pensioners (sect. 59 (2)).

The local authority provides or grants assistance fbr teaching of handicrafts 
and other occiq>ations for invalidity or old-age pensioners and for persons over 
the age of 55 receiving widow's benefit (sect* 60).

Day homes and day centres

Local authorities have a duty to provide acconmiodation in day homes for 
persons needing constant supervision and care which cannot be provided in their 
homes by day. Moreover, it is the duty of local authorities to make day centres 
available for such welfare work as can best be provided in an institution (Rational 
Assistance Act, sect. 7k).

Residential accommodation and specially desigied flats

It is the duty of local authorities to provide residential accommodation for 
persons to whom assistance under the provisions of parts IV and V of the Social 
Assistance Act (home help, aids, adaptations of the home and welfare work) is 
inadequate to enable them to live in their own homes.

For persons who cannot live in their own homes but are not in need of 
residential care, arrangement can be made for tbeir accommodation in a flat designed 
especially for chronically ill persons (sect. 79).
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iMtittrtloos for persons vith severe physical or mental handicaps;
si^isl residenti^ scc<»Bodation

It is the duty of the comty authorities to make adequate provisicm fbr 
institutiODal accMDOdation of severely physically or mentally handicapped adults 
needing special care, treatment etc. and for accommodation in special homes of 
fairly young people and people with disorders which require either that they live
in specially designed homes or make it necessary that they are admitted
periodically for convalescence or treatment (sect. 112).

Re B(6)
Reference is made to the Reports of the Government of Denmark cooceming the 

is5)lejoentBtion of Convention No. 102 on Minim\sn Standards of Social Security, 
resting vith the Report for the period up to 30 Jxme 1977.

By Act So. 539, of 1 November 1978, a revision of the provision of section 9
of the National Health Insurance Act relating to partial refund of the cost of 
chiropractic treatment has been defeired until the 1980/81 parliamentary session.
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