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The CHLIRMLN: The Cormittec starts today the consideration of item 6

on its agende, cntitled "Comprchensive progromre of discrmonent".

Mr. GLRCT4 ROBIES (Merico) (trenslated from Spanish): The iten wvhich

in ¢ccordonce with our progibmﬁe of work we ore t~ deal with todoy, and which is
entitled "Comprehengive progrorme of disarmenent' is, in the opinion of ny
delegation, one of the most importent, by virtuc of its possible long-tern effects,
and 2t the semc tiuc onc of those on the agenda of the Committec on Disormoment
which offers the most favourcble prospects for the ncgotiating body fo bring to o
successful conclusion the task enirusted to it by the General Assenmbly in the
metter.

Ls regords the potontisl importonce of the item, suffice it to rceall that,
according to what was stoted by the first spccicl session of the Gongrc Agsenbly
devoted to disarmeonent, the programric nust enconpess .

" ... 211 neesurcs thouglt to be adviseble in order to ensure that
the goal of general and complete disormanent unaor effective
internationcl control becemes a reclity in o world in wvhich
internntional peace and security prevail end in which the new
internaticnal cconomic order is strengthened and consolidated".

If, #s rccomnended by the Cormittee on Disarrnament, and the General hAssenbly,
it proves possible to complete the programme in ftine for it to be transmitted to
the sccond special session of the General Asscenbly devoted to disarmoment, it is
highly likely thet, precisely in view of its comprehensive choracter, it may
constitute the central docunment that is used as o begis for the Lssenmbly's
deliberations.

Lis for what T described as fevourable prospects, it scems to ne that these
will be obvious to anyonc who is zcquainted, however superficielly, with fthe
anteccdents of the subject. This is 2 question which, during the past 10 years,
since the General iLssembly in its resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of 16 Decenber 1969
declared the 1970s as a Disermonent Deccade, has been the subject of conscientious
exploration and study, not only in the Conferecnce of the Committec on Disarmenent
but also in the First Committce of the General Assenbly, and in respect of which
abundant documentation cxists, the grester part having been compiled and arronged
by the Sccretariat in 1978 in connexion with the esteblishrient by the CCD of an
Ad Hoc Working Group which could not succeed in discharging the functions for
which it had been set up.

In addition, the new 4d Hoc Group which has just been cstablished by the

Cormittee on Disarmament will have at its disposel -- and this will undoubtedly be
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Mr. Gorecio Robles (Mexico)

the nmain positive factor in its task -- two basic dodﬂments, beth of which were
adopted by ccnsensus at a very recent date: the Final Docunent of the

General Assenbly's 1978 special session and the clements of a comprchensive
prograrme on disarmonent prepared by the Disarmanent Commissicn, which the
General Assenbly endorsed and trensnmitted tc the Cormittce in the form of
recormendations.

Thesc are indeed documents extrenely rich in the raw material which the
Working Group will of necessity have to usc in preporing the comprehensive programne,
not only as regards principles, objectives aond pricrities, concrete disarmament
neasures and related necasures of all kinds, for short-term es well as long-tern
inplenentation, but elso procedures and nechinery for the application and
verification of the measures agrecd on and, finally, the definition of the various
stages which the programme nust comprise.

It is not nmy intention here to cmbark on an enalysis of the two documents to
which I have alluded —- the Pinacl Document of the General Asscmbly end the elements
prepared by the Disarmament Cormission —- since if I were to do so I would be
trespassing on vwhat is the legitimete area of activity of the Ad Hoc Working Group.
I should however, likc to crmphasize a fow aspects which, in addition to their all-
embracing character that I have alrcady mentioned, it scems essential to include in
the progrémme in the 1ight of the provisions of the Final Docunent.

The ultimate goal of all the efforts which are being rnade in the sphere of
disarmonent rust continue to be general and complete disermement under effective
international control.

Hegotiations on general and complcte disarmament must take place concurrently
with negotiations on partisl disarmarent neasurcs.

‘Nuclear weapons present the greatest danger to the survivel of mankind,
Priority must thercforec be given to curbing end reversing the arms race in nuclear
weapons of all kinds until their total clinination hos been achicved.

It is of prime importancc that the adoption of disarmanent neasures should take
place "in an cquitable and balanced namner", in a woy which will guarontece the
gecurity of all Stetes at progressively lower levels -- both qualitative and
quantitative ~- of armaments and which ensures that no State or group of Stetes
is allowed to gain an advantage over others at any stage in the disarmanent process.

L1l the peoples of the world have a vital intcrest in the outcone of the
negotiations on disarmoment. It is therefore essential for the General Asscembly
to be kept fully informed of all neasures, whether unilaterel, bilateral, regional
or multilateral, taken in this arca without prejudice to the progress of

negotiations., The programme will therefore have to include appropriate procedures
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Mr. Garcio. Robles (Mexico)

for the ettoinment of this objective and for promoting the dissomination of
information with o view to mobilizing world public opinion in favour of disarmanent.

Lastly, in accordance with the ideca which the delegetion of Mexico has been
propounding since 1977, when it submitted to the CCD as o working paper o
"Preclininary dreft comprchensive programrc of disermament! (CCD/545), I consider it
appropricte to strecss the nced for the two nuclear-weapon Supervowers to submit to
the Ad Hoc Group, s soon os it begins its work, working docunents defining their
position on thc meesures which cach onc proposes cnd the stages in vwhich it is
prepared to apply them in order to advance graduclly towords the goal of general and
conplete disarmanent under effective international control. Such docunents should
avoid abstract declorations and be drefted on the basis of the method of concrete and
detailed statements which was used in the two propesals subnitted in 1962 by the
United States and the Soviet Union respectively to the Eighteen-Notion Commitice on
Disermonent,

It would also be highly desirable for the other three nuclear-weapon States to
submit to the Working Group propesals of the same nature, that is to say, proposals
which omit rhetoric ond concentrcte on concrete facts. Prance and the
United Kingdom, for cxample, might consider updating the programmc which they
subnitted on 11 June 1954 to the Sub-Committce of the Disarmanment Commission, known
as the "Five-Power Sub-Committee". This programme, it will be recalled, was
largely responsible for meking the 1955 negotiations of the Sub-Cormititee among the
most promising in the history of disarmament, although the promise, unfortunately,
very quickly gave way to disappointment. '

lYesterday,immediately after the decision to establish four 4d Hoc Working Groups
was adopted, I took the liberty of observing that these new subsidiary bodies implied
not only a potential increase in the efficiency of the Committee on Disarmament, but
also an inevitable increase in our responsibilities. It is to bc hoped that, in
discharging its résponsibilitics, the Working Group on the comprehensive programme
of disarmament —- which for reasons I presented at the beginning of ny present
statement is one of those which is in the mést favourable position to obtain
positive results -- may serve as an encouraging examplc to those already

established and to those which will be established in the future.
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Mr, FLOWERREE (United States of fmerica): My statement today deals

with the question of chemicel weapons. Lt the outset, I wish to reaffirm my

Goverrment's commitment to the objective of achieving a multilateral treaty
prohibiting chemical weapons. Our commitment is monifested in both the ongoing
bilateral negotiations between the United States and the USSR, and in a change
in United States policy to permit my delegation to agree to the establishment

of a Working Group on chemical weapons in the Committee on Disarmament with the
mandate that wes formelly adopted yesterday.  Althcugh thet mandate docs not
envisage the drafting of treaty language, it does enable the Committec to ‘
undertake a uscful and necessary task which will lay ecssential groundwork for

a multilateral treaty. My Govermment trusts that other members of the Committee
will encourage and support the efforts of the Working Group under its agrecd
mandate and, in so doing, underscore the serious nature of the Committee itsclf
and hasten the achievement of our ultimate objective -- a treaty banning chemical
weapons.

The quest for an effective prohibition of ehemical weapons is one in which
the international community has been cngaged for many years, one reaching back
to the last century. There.héve been a number of advances, most notably the
Geneva Protocol of 1925, but also a number of reverses. Despite these setbacks,
the effort to rid the world of the threat of chemical warfare has continued and
intengified. The driving force has becn the conviction of people throughout
the world that chemical warfare would be repugnant to the conscience of mankind,
and that no effort should be sparcd to minimize the risk that chemical weapons
will be usecd.

Recent developments emphasize that the task of effective prohibition of
chemical weapons may not, unfortunately, be an abstract or hypothetical one. As
members of the Committec are awore, there have been reports of the use of chemical
weapons in Afghanistan, Laos and Kampuchea. The United States delegation to the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights recently expresscd the decp concern of
my Government over these reports, and described some of the information that has
becn accumulated on this subject. Iny use of lethal chemical weapons cannot
but threaten the viability of the Geneva Protocol and the search for a sound basis

for the complete prohibition of such weapons.
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(Mr. Flowerree, United States)

The United States would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm its
commitment to thce Genecva Protocol of 1925, and calls upon 211 States to observe
it fully, not only in words but also in deeds. It would contribute to world
peace and progress toward the elinination of the threat of chemical warfare if
all countries in a position to do so were to use their influence to ensure that
there be no actions such as those that gave rise to the reports I referred to

carlier,

Mr. GARCI.. ROBIES (Moxico)(translated from Spanish): Since I have the honour

to be the co-ordinator of the Group of 21, I would mercly like to announce, with
your permission, that therc will be a meeting of the Group tonorrow, Wednesday,

at 11 a.m.

The CHLIRMAN: If there arc no other speakers I will adjourn this meeting.
The next plenary mecting of the Committec will be held on Thursday,

20 March, at 10,30 a.m.

The meceting rose at 12.30 p.m.




