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INTRODOCTION 

'lbe ~orld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD), 

sponsored wy the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 

was held in Rome, Italy, 12-20 July, 1979. 

'lhe Conference focussed on rural developnent goals aimed at reduoi~ 

poverty, attaining growthwithequity and promoting national self-reliance 

and the building of a new international economic order. Achievement of these 

goals would transform rural life so that all rural people - men, women and 

chidren - would enjoy a higher quality of life. 

The ;JCARRD Report adopted by the Conference includes a Declaration of 

Principles, a Pro~ramme of Action and a r.esolution on the Follow-up Action 

for FAO and other Organizations. 1/ 

In the context of women in rural development the Declaration of Principles 

highli~hts the fact that "women should participate and contribute on an equal 

basis with men in the social, eoonomio and political process of rural 

development and share f'ully in improved condittons of life in rural areas". 

(Declaration of Principles, pp. 1-3). J./ 

The WCARRD Pro~ramme of Act ion i ncludes national programmes of action 

£or developing countries as we l l as international policies for ~rarian refom 

and rural development. It calls upon 6overnments to adopt measures included 

under seven major issues, one of which is the "Integration of Women in Rural 

Development". ]/ The discussi on of this issue in the Programme of Action 

begins with the followill6 paragraph: 

"Pecognition of the vital role of women in socio~conomic life 

in both agricultural and non-agricultural aotivities, in 

accordance with the t:oals of tho United Nations I Decade for 

Women, is a prerequisite for successful rural development 

planning ana programme implementation. Rural development 

based on growth with equity will require full integration of 

1/ Report , World ~onferenoe on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, 

Rome 12-20 July 1979 , FAO, Rome, Italy. 

y The Declaration of Principles is reprinted in Appendi x I of this paper. 

]/ Excerpts from the WCARRD Report, Rome, 12-20 July 1979 - Item IV: 

Integration of Women in Rural Development is reprinted in Appendix II 
(pp. 10-1 1). 
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women,including equitable access to land, water , other natural 
resources , inputs and services and equal opportunity to 
develop and employ their skills. There is aleo an urgent 
need to expand knowl edoe and statistical data on all 
aspects of women 's roles in rural activities and to disseminate 
this infonnation in order to promote greater awareness of 
women's role in society". 

The item on the "inte~ration of women in ruro.l developnent" further 
outlines a series of spec5al measures to ensure rural women·•s equality 
of legal status with respect to ownership and control of land and other 
property, access to rural services, participation through collective c1ntion 
and organization, and educational and employment opportuni~ies. 

~t the same time the Conference recognized that women should be 
considered also under the other six items discussed in the WCARRD Programme 
of ~ction, namely: (i) objectives and strategies; (ii) access to land, wator 
Nl~ othor nctur~l r caourcoo; (iii) people 's p~rtioipo.tion; (iv) ccccss . to inputs, 
markets and services; (v) development of non-farm rural activities; (vi) 
education, trainin& and extension . 

The major purpose of this paper is to suggest ways to implement the 
WCARRD programme of action in regard to the i ntegration of women in rural 
development at the nation~l level . Attent ion is given to the implications 
which each of the above six issues have f or the full integration of women in 
rural development. 

This docwnent also delineates the implications for FAO and other Organi za­
tions of the United Nat ions Syst em in supporting member government s to implement 
the WC,\RRD ?rational Programme of Action which they helped to rat ify a t the 
Conference in July 1979. 

In the Resolution of the Fol l ow-up of the Conference, subsequentl y 
endorsed by the United Nations Jeneral Assembly, FAO is co.lled on as the 
Lead Agency on Rural Development t o work with ot her Organizations of t he 
United Nations System to take appropri ate measures to assist Member Governments 
in the implementation of the WCARRD Programme of Action . 
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l . II11PLICATIONS OF WCARRD FOR 'IRE INTEGRA'l'I ON OF WOUEH IN HATIONAL 
fROGRAf,~ FOR RURAL DEVELOPt;mNT ------ - -

A. OBJ~•I'IVES AND STRNl'EGil!S ·- II<1PLICATIOlS FOR RURAL WOHI:N' - -- - - -----------~.;;...;.. ------ - -
The goal of rural development, according to \'1CARRD , is the reduction 

( ' 
of poverty and hunger through growth with equity; 'i1he key elements fo r 

reaching this goal would be commitment, at the national l evel, of people 's 

participation and the implementation of structural reforms which broaden the 

access of the rural poor to land and other resources. 

The i mplications of WCARRD for rural women are that , given their 

initial disadvantage , access to land, production resources , income ancl other 

goods and services would need to grow at a faster rate for r ural women than 

for the rest of the population, merely to enable them to catch up. 'l'herefore, 

rural development activities should not simply improve the position anrl 

situation of women. Rural development activities should help to close the 

gap between women and men I poor and rich, rural and urban. 

1.I'he WCARRD policy on people's participation implies t hat rural women 

should be encouraged to organize , so as to increase their visib ility and 

their voice in controlling the forces that shape t heir lives and those 

of their families. Rural women should become the protagonists of rural 

development rather than its passive recipients anci s houl d reap an increasing 

share of its benefits. 

'fue WCARRD Programme of Action reconmended that each national 

government give high priority to the selection of objectives and strategies 

for the alleviation of rural poverty within the context of a national deve­

lopment plan. 'l'his would be based on a.n analysis of political and socio­

economic goals, resources and constraints. Within the frar.1ework of i ts 

national plan, a government would then identify specific targets to mobilize 

resources, and establish a system for rnoni toring the i rapa.ct of rural 

development activities. 

Rura.l development planners ma;y unwittingly mar gi no.li se women by fa.il!_ng 

to recognize their contribution to agricultural production. By viewing women 

onl y in t heir household and family roles , statistics do. not refl et their 

real labour input 
I 

and worr.en are overlooked as a resource in development 

strategies. On the other hand, failure to take proper account of their 
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multiple roles can result in women becoming victims rather than benc­

ficinries of rural development. The links between their farm, household 

and rc!)roductive roles must be taken into P..ccount, in setting targets and 

formulnting programmes and projects. 

Stctisticn are needed which measure wc:men's contribution on an equal 

basis with men's, including unpo.id family lE'.bour. Fu.rthermore, monitoring 

the impnct of developnent can indicnte negative or unforeseen consequences, 

such as increased work load, loss of incomo-carnin~ opportunities or loss 

of status, so th..-,t a~propriate action can be tnken. Units within government. 

ngencieR rcRponsible for incorporating wancn's n~eds in ru.ral dev~lopment 

plannin& could r,ive more em,hasis to pro-pro.jcct. analyses o.nd monitoring. 

national action might include the followin~ 

Policy nn:l Plannin~ 

1. Thcourngc policymakers a,d pln.nners t'.) rP.view national and rural 

df)velopmcnt obj(>ctiw,r, and strategies with a view to incorpore.ting 

women ~s a opecific t?..rgct group among the rural poor, taking into 

concidern.tion their labour contribution t.o agricult.ure, non-farm. 

production and household production. 

2. Formulate strategies and design progr?mmcs to satisfy the particular 

need~ of wcinP.n as a disMv~.ntaged group ::llllongsubgroupe of rural poor,such 

~s small farmers, fish cnnrn, tenants, sharecroppers, landless households, 

small forest holders, n.rtisnns, nomads nnd rcfug0.es. 

Decision-making 

3. Include women on the stnff of the nation~l planning offices 

responsible for policy-ma.king nnd progrcll'Tlllle formulation for the 

• t t • of •1""'en in rural development i- cl.eve lop training programmes 1n egra ion , ~ • 

to upgrade the skills of female planriers . 

r11volve womel"' in national progrM!llling exercises, particularly when 

ov~r.:\.ll national development plans arc .fJeing prepared and priority 

development goals arc being set. 
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Mobili9 Resources 

5. J\llocate financial, material and human resources for the overall 

integration of women in agriculture ond rural developnent that are 

canmensurate with wanen 's labour input in agriculture and household 

activities. 

6. lincourege public institutions to organize self-help activities 

for rural women and mobilize local human and material resources for 

this purpose. 

Monitoring and evaluation 

7. Improve t he accuracy of national agricultural etatietioe by defining 

rural wancm as "eo·onomical~y active" in agriculture o.nd by evaluating 

time spent by both wanen Md men in agricultural tasks including 

food production, processing, stor~e and marketing. 

8. Develop a system for measuring the extent of integration of wanen 

as part of an ov~rnll nntional monitoring and evaluation system for 

agriculture and rural developnent; this ,wuld include developing 

appropriate socio-econanio indicators of women's integration in 

rural developncnt. 

'). Establish a mechanism for pr~proj0ot analysis and screening which 

tt\.lr.es into account the interconnP.ction between women's farm, household 

a.nd roprod.uotiv~ roles. 
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ACCESS TO LAND, WATER AND arHER NATUR/tL RESOURCES - IMPLICATIONS 

FOR RURAL WCMEN 

Eradication of rural poverty through growth with equity requirco 

increased access to ~nd control over production resources, i . e. land , 

capital, technology and the knO'fllcdgc and skills of modern agricultur~. 

A woman's cccess to lnnd, water and other natural resources may be achieved 

directly through ownership or rental in her o~m namer or indirectly, 

through her hueband or fnther, or even more indirectly, through ernplo~ent 
on comeonc elee 1 o land. 

While redistribution of lnnd through ~arian r eform may increase 

wcrnen'o indirect access, or usufruct rights, 1/ it rnny not provide 

tlecieion-mnking control. !·lhere male rela.tives retnin such control, it 

mny be desirable to ccmpl('lllent this pattern of land holding with j oint 

owncrchip or special allocation of land for the use of women. 

The constraints which litnit women I o access to land are lega.J, 

socinl, econanic and cultural. While traditional land tenure systems 

gur..rD.l"'tce<l the usufruct rights of men Md women for subsistence production, 

modern ccrrmercial faming tends t o impinge on and undernine these rights. 

In situations of increaoing populntion pressura on la?ld, or of competition 

between cuhsistence n.rrl cnsh crop production, women responsible for feeding 

their frunilics a.re often forced to work harder on leas ln.nd. 

Lm-1s l·thich discriminate ogai.nst wom~n's rights to inherit, own 

or control property may need to be repealed. However, where land is scarce, 

i\bolition of lcgnl constraints alone mn.y be insufficient to guarnnte0 

waner. c:1cc:ess. 

Women's access to l and is also bound up with marriage cuRtoms. 

\:hen she leaves her family of origin upon marriage, to ta1<e up residence 

with her husband's relatives, her access to land is weakened aft is her 

- control over any land she may have inherited. Therefore, any legislative 

measures which seek to increase women's access .to 'land must be ~een in the 

total conterl of rural customs and institutions and socio-economic conditions. 

11 ·"nsufruct rights" the right of using and enjoying the benefits and 
profits of land. 
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Ready access to water c.n:l to fuel for domestic use is also of 

fundament al importance to rural women, since they often spend several hours 

n day walking to fetch water and gather :f\lel. Attention must also be given 

to promoting wage employment opportunities in agriculturcg for wcmen, 

especially since wcrnen of lnndless rural families are·•highly dependent on 

this source of income. Efforts should be ma.de to upgrade wanen's work in 

agriculture through the creation of opportunities for skilled, ranunerative 

year-round employment. 1\long w~th expansion of employment opportunities for 

women in agriculture, provision must be made for~ reductionrof wanens labour 

burden in other areas, including household Nld f@ily responsibilities. 

National action might incJ.ude the followip.g: 

Legal Measures 

1. Analyse the impact of legislation in agrarian reform· progr8lll!Des that 

may affect women in regard to: 

legal status~ right to inheritance, o~mership, usufruct and 

control of property: 

n.ccess to land, water and other natural resOllrces; 

legal right to participate in economic transactions,such aa 

credit and cooperatives. 

2. Repeal those laws which discriminate against women in respect of 

rightr; of inheritance, ormership and control of property, and prcmote 

* llllderstanding of the neec1. for such measures. 

3. Promote o,-mership rights for women, including joint ownership of land in 

entirety, to give wcmen producers with absentee hus:ands effec-tive 

legal rights to take decisions on land they mannge. 

* quoted verbati on from the 11WCARRD Programme of Action11
, Item IV "Integration 

of Wcmen in Rural Devclopnent" , (pp.10 .. 11). 
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4. Rcpenl lnws and regulations l-lhich inbibit effective participation 

by women in cconanic tro.nsactions and in the planning, implementation 

and.evaluation of rural dovclor,ment programmes.* 

5. ::hsure f'ull mmiberehip nncl equal voting ri~hts for l'10111cn in people's 

orcanizations ouch as tenants' associations, labour unions, cooperatives, 

credit unions and orgn.nizationR of the beneficiaries of land reform 
c..nd other rural developnent proerMIDles. * 

Access to Resources 

6. /uiopt meMures to encure women equitable access to land, livestock 
* and other prcxluctive aseeto. 

7. Provide women access to land in the application of agrarian re:fom 

and in the resettlement of refugees, nomads and victims of natural 
disn.oters. 

8. Prcmotc fonns of individual or collectivo access to land for food 

production exclusively for the use of we.men. 

9. Provide insitutional credit for the rent~l or purchase of land by 

locnl wcmen' s organizations as a base for collective incane-gcn<:)rating 

activities in agriculture. 

10. Incorporate conoidcre.tion for access to water :for danceti.c use in 

plo.ns for improving water supplies for ngrioultural purposes. 

11. Incorporate coruideration for access to fuel for dooicstic use in plans 

for ref'oreotation and woodland conscrvotion. 

12. Create nworeness o:f the lir,k~es between population/demographic factors 

n.nd lnnn mn.nagement., an.a production potentinl, as well as conservation 

of scorco resources n.nd environmental protection. 

* quoted vcrbation from the 11l-lCJUffiD Prograimne of Action", Item IV "Integration of 

Han en in Rura.l Devel opn ent", (pp. 10-11 ) • 
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W5e EnJ?_loyment Opportunities 

13. Investigate wanen's current o.nd potential employment opportunities 

in f or estry, ~s planners and managers of forest development and in 

silvicul-ture, including pr ocessing Md mar)reting of forest products. 

14. Investigat e women 's current and potential employment opportunities 

in fisheries, including sma.11-scnle coastal fishing, fi sh faming--cum­

crop and livestock prcduction, fish handling, processing and marketing. 

15. Promote farming systems with a high capacity for absorption of female 

wage labour, especinlJ.y where a l arge landless population exists; 

create opportunities for the expa.nsion of slcilled, rE!ll'lunerative and, 

where feasible, yea?'-round rather than seasonal employment for 

wcmen. 

16. Adopt mensures to nvoi d transferring trnditional female jobs t o men 

through the introduction of labour-saving technology or the ro-organiza.­

tion of production structures. 

Increased Participation in Agricultural Production 

17. Pranote measures f or increasing women' s lnbour contribution t o 

agricultural production by reducing the workload in traditional household 

and farming eystEflls so as to allocate time to more productive tasks. 

18 . Promote self-emplo;yment in individual and group fonns of agricultural 

production, including horticulture and poultry, to eupplenent family 

diets ond to provide a source of income exclusively under women's 

control. 

Monitori;ng and Evalu..~tion 

19. Analyze employment effects of agrarian r eform and rural developnent 

pr ogra.umes Ulder vnrious types of lend tenur P- and f3111ling systms; 

identify their possible effects on women under different situations 

of population growth. 
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?.O. Survey present and projected human r esources by sex in rural areas; 

outline systems of employment promction through agricultural and 

non-fo.nn rural acti.vities with p<'.'.:rticnlar· attention to the needs 

of women. 

21. Mcn.~urc women'e labour contribution to production in cooperatives, 

collective fcrms a.nd state f e.:rms accorcling to the number of hours 

ann nuys worked, the type of tasks performed and level of skills 
r equired. 

c. PIDPLE~ PARTICIPJ\TICN 

People'o participation is both o.n objective in ttself o.nd a means 

of attaining objectives. As on objective it impliea a redistribution of 

power to the rurnl mo.oses by creating self-sufficient, democratic people's 

organi zntions. Woo,en were singled out by WCARRD <:\S an important sub group 

of the rural poor whose organization should be encouraged. 

In the light of WC.ARnD policy, rural women ' s organizations will have 

to ta~c an increasing r ole in project identification, formulation, 

implementation and monitoring. The Conf~rence emphasized the need to 

integrate women in dccision-mnking at all levels of planning and formulation 

of rural develoµnent nctivities, as well as their inclusion in government 

delegations to internation0l conferenc0s. The Conference pointed out that 

in order for women to ~Gsume this responsibility, leo.dership training is 

need~d at villaee, district and national levels. Women's organizntions, 

inclucling non-governnrnntal orgn.nizations (NGO' s) should also receive 

increasing attention as n. meons for chrumelling resources a.nd services 

to support rural development activities. 
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Nntiona.l action might include the following: 

Women's Orgonizations 

1. Pranote collective action and organization by rural wanen to facilitnte 

their participation in the full range of public services and to enhance 

their opportunities to participate in economic, political and social 

* activities on an equal footing with men. 

2. Strengthen women's organizations, including trrulitional groupings, to 

promote problem solving on a self help basis. 

3. Ehcourage female agricultural workers to organize into unions and other 

rural people's organizations, so as to increase their control over wages, 

working conditions ~nd other aspects of the productive vrocesF-. 

4. Pr~ote women's collective action in the establishment and control of 

infrastructures and services which lighten their domestic work load, in­

cluding i.mproved domestic water and fuel supply, equipnent to~ mi!lii,g food 

grains and child care facilities. 

Leadership and Decision-Making 

5. Prepnre women 'for an increasing practical role in project identifict",tion, 

formulation, implancnt~tion and monitoring. 

6. Prepare rural women leaders for decision-rooking roles in nol'l-govern­

mental organizationo, peasmit ~ssociations and cooperatives. 

7. Guarantee fu1 l n.E.!llbership rorl equnl votine rights for w001en in rura.J 

people's organizations such ~s tenants associations, labour unions, 

coo~eratives, credit unions and organizctions of the beneficie.ries of 

land reform and other rural development programmes. 

* Quoted verba:tion from the "WC.AIIDD Progtammo of Adi.on", Item IV "Integration 

of We111en in Rural DeveloIJllcnt" 1 (pp.10-11) 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 

R. u:.tnblioh system;, with the involvement of wooien 1 s organizations, to 

identify and evaluo.te 01.,st:-1.cles to womon'o po.rticipn.tion and to monitor 

progresn nnd. coordin<'..te action, especially with regard to c1gric.ulturn.l 

ncrvices, educ~tion0l cervices and school enrolment., health and other 

* oocial ncrviccs ~d cmployrnrnt and •,ragcr:. 

9. Promot e resc::-..rch nntl exchn.nr,e of information ;,.nrl estc>Jilish nnrl. strength<>n 

programmes to facili tn.tc :url e:isc the 1mrc1en of women I s household work, 

such ns day en.re cl'!ntrcn, in order to pennit their greater particip,.'1.tion 

in cconooic, educ~tion nnd politicnl ~ctivitics. Also promote unter-

* f.:tr.mline of 1;1onb rcsponsibili ti cs to sh.:irc hnuschold duties. 

D. ACCESS TO nwurs, lIARKEI'S J\l-TD SERVICES - IMPLICATIONS F01 RURAL l,fa4IlT 

Worn en's :icccss to inputs - inclucling needs, fertilizers, tools and 

credit, markets .mcl supporting serviccc - must. go hencl in hancl with worneri's 

acccsr. to land. nurnl dP.vcl0pmcnt ng0~ci~s nc0.d to channel these inputs 

and cervices to wcinen n.s l·rcll c1.s men '1-:ho h:,.ve rcspons:i.bilitios for carrying 

out w.rious procluction t;,.i:;b:i. There is n.lr:r. a need to restore women's 

control over the phn.scs of production in which thdr work contribution is 

(;Tea.test , such r.s food procesdng ~nd the prevention of post-harvest foot1• 

losncs. :!omcn'c groups c:-.11 s~rvr-.: ::isl\ receiving· mechanism for inputs and 

sl'!rviccs required for their involv~mcnt in collective incomo-generating 0nd 

other simil~r nctivitics. 

~-fomcn I s important role in marketing rcmuircs incrnased ~ccess to. 

credit, trc..nsport ann. stor;:,.ge fn.cilitics . Qt.her rural infrastructures 

including water n.r,d fuel supply, electrific;,..tion, sanitation n.n<l child 

care f:\cilities, have importi\.'1t implications for women's household, f~:i.lia1 

* Quoted vcr1.,o.tion from the 11HC/JlRD Progrnmme of Action", Item IV "Integration 

of Wdncn in Rural Development", (pp. 10-11). 
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am reprod.uoti ve tasks. Special attention needs to be given to th ,.. , ...,troc1-

uction of technologies am s ervices wliich can help reduce the burden of .,,.,men's 

household and family responsibilities. 

National action might include the following: 

1. Provide agricultural inputs and social and economic services to wanen 

through non-discriminatory access to existing delivery syetEl!ls.* 

2. Channel inputs and supporting services f or women's collective inoane­

generating activities directly through wanen's organizations, where 

feasible. 

3. Promote types of technological innovation which reduoe wanen's drudgery 

without reduci?lg their Employment opportuniti es or control over production. 

4. Promote the introduction of simple technologies which increase the prod­

uctivity of wanen's domestic work while lightening their work load; 

develop village t echnology centres and train wcmen in the installation 

ani maintenance of simple technologi es such as water pumps, t aps, cookins 

and lighting equi}'.lllcnt, small machines. 

5. Facilitate women's access t o suitable t echnologies for t he prevention 

of post-harvest f ood losses. 

Credit 

6. Promote women's participation in agricultural credit and banking by 

pr oviding practical programmes which would make inst itutional orodit 

and savings faciliti es available to wanen's groups; influence polici es 

of existing credit institutions to extend oredit on favourable terms 

to rural women t o meet the production and consumption needs of their 

families. 

* Quoted verbat i on from the "WCARRD Programme of Action", Item rv "lnt~ation 

of women in Rural Developnent" , (pp. 10-11) 
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7. Design institutional creait schemes to facilitate access to credit 

without requiring title to land as collateral, so t hat wives of male 

migro.nta and fetnale heads of hous~.hol~s may pnrticipa~e. 

8. lfoke loans a.vailable to rural 1-1cmen I s groups for the introduction of 

simple technologies for increasing the productivity of w001en's labour 

in th~ir dcmeatic and fo.mily roles. 

Mnrkcting 

9. Strengthen women's role in marketing through increased access to credit 

nnd improved p.~ck~ing, storage and trnnsport facilities, especiall y 

,~here w001en a.re traditionally engaged in marketing of agricultural 

produc~ and hnndicrafto. 

10. Promote collective mnrketing of wcmen 1o ;:igricultural and handicraft 

producto, dc:mesticnlly l'J1d for export, through local.wonen'a cooperatives. 

11. Prcmote the eotnblishment of cooperntivc stores in rural areas, managed 

by local women's crgnnizations, to improve \·'OIJlcn 'n nccess to consumer 

r,ocxls and the sale of local produce. 

Services 

12. Provide a range of services to rural fc1.milies through the establishment 

of rural family resource ccn+resi ,. including legal and financial advice, 

f ronily planning educution and oorvices and demonstration of appropriate 

technologies. 

13. Involve women in the orgN'lization of ccmnunity services such as child 

care which benefit thrn1 by freeing their time for other uses. 

~itoripe and Evaluation 

14. 1•1onitor rural development progranmcs to ensure women's non-discriminatory 

access to inputs and socinl and economic services as well o.s their 

participation on an equal basis with men in credit unions and cooperatives. 
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15. Annlyze the impact of t echnologies on women's work load and employment 

opportunities according to thoir socio.1 and economic position 

E. 

within rural socioty. 

DlWELOFMENT OF NON-FARM RtnAL ACTIVITIES - IMPLICATICNS FOR 

RURAL womr 

The dcvelo!lllent of non-fa.nn emplo;yment activities f or rural 

wanen has two important consequences : ( i) supplmenting the limited 

employment-gener ating capacity of agrioulturA and {ii) creating an 

independent sourco of cash incane to help compe,1s:ite for t heir lack of 

control over the dispos:-iJ. of family income whi ch is concentrated i n u.ie 

hnnds. The r ange of activities arailable for rural wanen includes cottr-,ge 

and/or agro-base(! industry a.ml services. 

The advantage of promoting non-fnrm income g~nerating ncti vi ties 

for women is that little copitnl investment is required. The diffiet\lty of 

creating m1ge employment opportuniti cs for women i s t hat even est.iblishing 

small-scale industries requires a considerabie out lay of scarce c.~pitnl. 

Collective or ganization of women's income--r;enerating c1.cticities pennits 

eaoier dintribution of the initial capi tal outlay required to begin 

production. It also reduces the risk of exploitation by middlanent. 

National actio11 might i nclude tho fol101df!§: 

Wae;e Elnplo:yment Opportunities 

1. Promote incoo~generf\.ting opportunities for women on an equal basis with 

* 
men and guarMtee equnl wnges for work of cqu~l value. 

* Quoted verba.tion frooi the 11 WCARRD Prograzmno of t.cti on", Item IT, "Integration 

of ~fomon in Rural DeveloJlllent", (pp. 10-1 1). 
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2. Create yecr-round crnployment opportunites £or women in small-sea.le 

ugro-based industries, including food processing and preservation 
of locally-available products. 

3. Promote ooployment of women in fisheri es , inclutling fish handling, 

processing, preservation, m~rketing, net mDking nnd ncquaculture. 

4, Prcmotc employment of women in forestry and. forest -based crafts ancl 

industries, including aceclling nurecrics, woodworking and basketry. 

5. Promote women'n employment in labour-intensive rurn.1 works progrrumnes 

nnd in r,>nrticula.r in developing infrastructures Nhich benefit them and 

their fnr:iili<m, i ncluding dcmestic water n.ncl fuel supplies, 6e.nitary and 

child cxre facilitico. 

£.ollccti~ Incomc-GenerntiriG, Activities 

6. Promote collcctive,incomo-gcnerntil1€ activities for rural women i n 

har,c.icr:->.f ts baaed on J.or.o.lly-avail n.l,le rnn.terin.ls nnd agricultural 'hy-

7. Confu~t fe~sibi l ity nnf marketing Atudieo in conneotion ~rith the 

fomulation of income genera.ting projncts :for rural women to assure 

profi ta.bi 1i ty .-

8. Strengthen export markat scrvicc!G for products rnado by rural women: 

cstabl5.:,h a ,-,omen's export corporation for lor.nl products supplied by 

rur:11 coo!)cr~t i vcs, women I n groups and indi vi.duals. 

9. Inc.luc1e tr~ining in small-business rnanneement, accounting nnd other 

entrepreneurial sl<ills in oupport of incomo-g<mflrating activities for 

rurnl women . 

Konitorin_g :m1 ~luation 

10. t..nn.ly:7,c the social nnc1 e;;conomic i mplic?.ti onr; of' mechanization policios 

on rural uooien' s work ancl employment opportunities. 

11. Through participatory studi es , encournge ,-1omen emplo;recl in non-farm rural 

nct.ivitics to cx0 hang~ ideas on the cf£ccts of anployrnc-mt on family life, 



F. 

15 

use of resources in the household, reproduction and child care; also 

how non-farm rural activities affect the family and household and may 

require modification of existing practices. 

EDUCATION I TRAINING 1\ND EXTENSIOO - IMPLICATIONS F(R RURAL WCMEN 

Fqun.l access to formal ond non fonna.l educe,t ion for rural children 

and adults is of fundamental importance for improving rural living conditions. 

Eiucational content should bo made relevant to rural life and prepare males 

and females for their various roles. This moans, for example, the inclusion 

of women in agricultural training in -the light of their contribution to 

agricultural production, processing and storage. This means nlso tha.t more 

emphasis needs to be given to training men as well as women in household 

resource mnnagement, consumer education, nutrition, health, sanitation and 

family life/population education • 

.Among the obstacles to equal educational opportunities for rural 

children are the lack of schools and qualified teachers, and'their high 

cost in remote rural areas. No less important is t he failure of rural 

children, and especially girls, to attend school becun.se of their family's 

need for their labour and the addit;ional income it brings. This impli es a 

need to find ways to reduce the burden of girls' responsibilities, that 

interferes with their schooling. 

The WCARRD policy of gro,rth with equity implies that increased 

access to educational opportunities is in itself insufficient and that 

measures ,nust be taken to ensure that even the poorest of rural families is 

able to take advantage of the educa.tiona.l opportunities provided for them. 
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Government action might include the following: 

Access to Blucation and Training 

1. Ehsurc educational opportunities of similar quality end content f or 
both s exes and provide special incentives such as reduced fees for 
increased enrolment of girls and wooen in schools and training programmes.* 

2. Prooiotc wanen's access to formal and non-formal educat ion and training 
in literacy, ~encral education, Agriculture, fi sheries, forestry and. 
the non-traditional nctivities relat ed to rural dP.veloprnent . 

3, F.etablish and strengthen non-formal cducationnl opportunities for rural 
wanen, including leadership training, instructi on in agricultural as 
well a.a non-farm activiti es1health care, upbringin~ of children, family 

* planning and nutrition. 

4. Eetnblieh special recruitment and training schemes to increase the number 
of wooien in the training and extension programmes of development ~encies 
at all levels, including professional fields frcm which women have been 

* traditionally excluded . 

5. Prc:notc increased participation of girls in formal and non-fomal 
education and training by providing infrastructur es , such as i w.proved 
fuel arid water supply, on~. child ca.re services , which reduce the 
int erference of their household r P-spons:iriliti~s with their educat ion. 

Training for Rural Devolof!!!ent 

6. Broaden the range of agricultural training and extension programmes to 
support women's role in aotiv1tieb of agricultural production, 

* processing, preservation and marketing. 

7. Prepare men and women for their many roles in life through training 
in household resource management , home improvement, health and sanitatior. 

* Quoted vorhation frcin the 11WCJ\IIBD Pr~rB1J1.me of Action", Sub-item IV, 
"Integration of Wcmen in Rural Devel oJJllent 11 

• ( PP• 10-11) 
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nutrition, consumer education and family l ifo/populaticn eduec~tion. 

8 . Provide training for the whol e f amily i n rural home t ochnologiee, 

i ncluding:effective utilization of danestic f'uel for cooking, light 

and heat ; the processing of food grains; tho prevention ot poet-harvest 

food losses and impr ovement of dcxneetic water supply. 

9. Provide training for women in woodland communities both as contributors 

t o forestry improvements and as consumers of f orest products, including 

planting_ fi"J'ewcO<le 

10 . Train rural wanen along wi -th a ll manbcrs of the household in a °"'2bina­

tion or ·srnall-scale coastal fishing and fish-farmi~cum-orop and live­

stock production; giving special ~tt ention t o training women in the 

processing and market ing of fish products. 

11. Int egrate training in health with al l aspects of family welfare, such 

as nutrition, safe drinking water, sanitation, household safety, family 

planning and improved. child care. 

12. Integrate popul ation concepts within the context of rural life as a 

whol e, so as to increase rural families' uncer s tanding of the need to 

balance the size of their famili es in accor d with tho~r rosourcea. and the 

overall well-being of all family member s; sensitize rural famili es to 

the implic~ti ons of ohild-sp~cing and family si ze for mother and child 

health. 

Training f or Inccm&-Generating Activiti es 

13. Promote training in skills f or wanen I s income-genera.ting nctivities 11t 

the vil lage level. 

14. Motivate women's partioipation in trnining pr ogrMl!les for income­

generating activities by providing remunerative outlets f or employment 

of the skills acquired. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 

15. Monitor and evaluate, within the context of a national system, girls' 

nnd wanen•s enrolment in formal and ncn-formnl education and training; 

eivc specinl attention to enrolment of f8llales from th~ rur~l poor; 

ensure nn &!equate number of plnces are reserved for female students. 

16. Desien, test nnd estnblish training progrrumncs to meet the special 

needs of women in disocv;:,,ntaged groups, incluGing women whose livelihood 

dcp<'n~G on wage employment or whose husband is ~bsent or deceased. 

17. Annlyzc the rcl~tionship between rural women's level of education and 

other vnriablcs including fertility and employment patterns. 

D-tPLICATIONS OF WCARRD FOR FAO AND CYrHER ORGANIZATIONS OF THE 

UlHTED }J.f\TIONS SYSTEM WITH REDAfm TO RURAL WCMEN 

The Resolution on the Follow-up of the ''1CARRD Conference calls upou 

FAO ~n~ other organiz::iticns of the UI'T Syston to extend nssistnnce in their 

respective nreas of ccrnpctenco to member governments for the implementation 

of the WCARRD Progrnmmc of Action. 

The WCARRD Progr~e of Action has fn.r-ren.ching implications for 

FAO ~soistcrl rural nevcloi:rncnt nctiviti cs in gcnornl and for rurnl women in 

p.:i.rticult>.r. The most c:imctinc tns)c for FAO will be to assist countries, on 

request I to fonnul:'\.tc et:r:-.t C'gieo for the int egrn.tion of women within the 

context of overnll rurol develo)'XTlent plannine,. Such strategies will then hnve 

to be tr~nslnted into viable progrrunmes ann projects. 

Four main arens needing specific me~sures were were recommenced in the 

WCARRD Proe,Tamme of Action for t he ~ttention of FAO unn other orgonizotiona 

of the Uni tC(~ Nations System: 

A. M oni tori ng n.nr.. Evnl uat ion i 

n. Annlysis and Dissemination of Knowledge; 

c. Technicnl Assietnn~e; 

D. Mobilizing Resources. 
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A. MCNITORINO AND E.VALUATICN 

Rurnl women tend to be e~onomica.lly invisible bec..'\use national 

statistics tend to ignore their contribution to the national economy which 

takes the :fo:nn of unpaid :fomily labour and self-enplo~ent. There is nn 

urgent need to expand knowledge and statistical data. on all aspects of 

women's roles in rural activities. Once statistics are available, suitable 

social ann economic indicators for measuring the integration of women in 

rural developnent need to be identified. These indioa.t•rs are essential 

for the establishment of a systen· for monitoring and evaluating progress 

in the nchievement of developnent goals. 

FAO will collaborate with member governments, at their request, 

in the folloWing activities: 

1. Improving statistics for the quo.ntifiMtion of rural wanen•s 

economic contribution to nationnl development in. their 

multiple roles, including unpaic. family lnbour; 

2. Developing suitable social am econanic indicators for measuring 

the integration of women in rural development; 

3. Developing ancl applying a. systm -to monitor and evaluate the 

impact of agricultural and rural developnent activities on 

wcmen, to be used in reoritnting proffl'ammes and projects; 

4. Un:lertaking periodic country review of n."l.tional policies, 

progrommes and resources for the integration of women in rural 

dcvelopnent. 
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13, ilALYSIS A?lD DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEOOE 

Drn\<Ting upon the results of count17 monitoring and evaluation, FAO 

will assist with the an~lysis and disseminntion of infonnation regarding 

the situ..~tion of rurnl women. It will collaborate with member governments in 

resc~rch, through nntiona.l centres, on selected. aspects of the integration of 

wanen in rural dcveloµncnt. Some of these centres are affiliated with regional 

centres for rural development, such as the Centre on Integrated Rural 

Develoi:xnent for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP) nnd the Centre on Integrated 

Rurnl Dcveloixnent for Af'rica (CIRDAtrica). 

FAO will collaborate mth member governments, at their request, in 
the foll01'fing'.o.cti vi ties: 

1. Conducting studies and research on various aspects of the 

intcgrntion of women in rurnl development ns n background for 

progromming; analyzing the impact on ru.r~l \<romen of changes in 

land distribution, technology, crops nnd production structures, 

drnwing upon the £innings of the country monitoring and evaluation 

system; 

2. fucilit~ting the exchange nnd dissooiination of infomation, 

rcsel\I'ch findings ru1d experience regnrding w.rious aspects of 

wcrncn's integration in agriculture on~ rural development; 

3. Ehcou.ragill{; collective solf-rcli~nne concerning the integration 

of women in rural devclollJlent through Technical Cooperation nmong 

Developing Countries (TCDC) and Economic Cooperation among Develop­

ing F.conomies (roDE) . 
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C. TIDHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

The te~hni rol nssisto.nce CCllllponent of FAO' s follow-up acti on to 

WCARRD for the integration of wanen in rur!'..l devel opnent will r eflect all main 

issues of the Progromme of Action. Follow-up action may be in direct support 

of country, regional ant global activities . Ex:runples of each category of 

acti on follow: 

1. Direct support to country acti on at government requast 

pl onning ~ oomponent f or wcmen in agrnrian r eform e.nd rural 

devel opnent str a.tegies within appropriate government departments, 

and i n p::u-ticulc,~, tho go~ernment unit responsible for the 

int egrat i on of wooien in development~ 

- developing insti tutional structures c.nd programmes designed 

to involve women from di saclvn.nto.ged groups , including sm~ll 

f ~rmers , fi shermen end forest holders, tenants, sharecropper s , 

l nndl ess workers, rur al artis~ns, nomads roid refugees; 

- assisting in estnblishing a syst~.r., of dat a collection,monitoring 

a.ncl evnlun.tion for o.ssossing the integration of women i n rurnl 

devel opnent as part of n no.tion::1.l system ; 

- incorporating a component on the i ntegrntion of wooien in the 

o.ctiviti es of n~tionnl centres for r eseo.rch and training in 

a.grarinn r eform ~nd ,rural development , in or der to improve 

pl anning, coorCTinntion, administration and delivery of servicesf 

- improving ngri cultura.1 e:;..-tensi on s ervices for women nlong with 

men in th~ f ood production nnd consumption pr ocess , incluuing 

tr~ining in clgTicultural production techniques and the pr evention 

of post-ho.rvest food losse1:1 r provi<ling training for both men 

a.nd women in househol~- r~aource mn.nogomont , consumer educati on, 

health and snnitat i on, nutrition and family life population 

educati on. 
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- developing institutional credit nnd marketing 

facilities for rural women's needs ns producers nnd 
coneumcra. 

2. Regional support to coUJ1try o.ctivities 

FAO CM provide inclircct support to nctivit:Es for the integration of 

vanon in rural develoµnent at notional level l)y strengthening regiono.1 rural 

devoloJJDcnt institutions. Arens of FAO collaboration might include the 
toll owing: 

- integrating a component for rural women in regionnl rur~l 

dcvolopncnt centres such as CIRDAP, CIBDAfrica and their 

coUJ1torpo.rto in Latin .Americn n.nd the Nea.r To.st; 

- developing a cClllponent for rural wornen in regionnl 

centres r.i.ncl re{r,lonal networks for mnrketing1 credit 

rux1 the provcntion of poet-harvest food losses; 

- supporting study tours and group country activities for 

rurn.1 WOClcn within the frrwework of TCDC and U:DE. 

3. Olob:il support to country activities 

FAO provides ~lobal support to mtional rur~l dovelo1J11ent activities, 

including inter-agency collaboration through the ACC Task Force on Rurcl 

DeveloJITlcnt and the 1'lorl<1 i\gricul tural Census. FAO al so supports Non-govern­

mentnl Orgnnizationa {NGOs), m~ny of whose activities benefit rural women. 

Olobo.l support to country ~ctivi.tics might include the following: 

- assisting countries in the collection of dnta on women's 

contribution to ~icul tura.l production as pnrt of the World 

Agricultural Census; 

- strengthening the component for wcmen in the W ACC Task 

Force on Rural Dcvclopnent; 
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- assisting NOO's in the f ormulAtion of notivitiee f or 
rural women, po..rticula.rly in the areas of family life/ 
population oo.uoa.tion, cooperative ma:riagemont nnd st rength~ 
ing people's participation. 

D. MOBILISING RESOURC:EB 

FAO will cont inue to function as a catalytic agent f or securing 
private nnc'l public investment for rural women's programmes. It can be 
expeotec. t o expand notiv:l.ties , in cooperation with multi-le,t era.l a?d bilateral 
ogencies , in t he i dentification, formulation, implmentation and monitoring 
of agrariN1 r ef onn and rural devel opnent polici es, programmes and projects 
thot focus on or at loo.st benefit rural women. 





I. DJOC:LARATION OF PRDTCIPLES j/ 

THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON AGRARIAlf REFORM Alm RURAL DEVEI.OR4El11' 

1, Having met from 12 to 20 July 1979 in Rome, Italy. 

APPENDIX I 

2. Recalling that ~he Conf?renc~ was a continuation of a long a.,d de~p· 
concern of the international community with agrarian and rural questions, 

3. Recalling also previous United lfations conferences, particularly the World 
Food Confe~ence of 1974, the VI and ~II Special Sessions•of the UN General 
Assembly and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

4. Recognizing that most developnent efforts have not yet succeeded in satisfy­
ing the aspirations of peoples and their basic requirements consistent with 
princ~ples ?f human dignity and internat~onal social justi ce and solidarity, 
especially in the rural areas of developing countries• 

5, Conscious that past developnent efforts and programmes have largely failed 
to reach and adequately to benefit the rural areas and have in many cases 
contributed to urban-rural imbalance in develoixnent, neglected the eynami.6111 
and diversity of authentic cultural values of the rural populo.tion and led 
to imbalances within the rural sector, 

6, ~ of t he need to adopt appropriate population policies .within the context 
of socio-economic developnent , achieve ecological harmon_y and conserve 
finite re~ources, 

7. Believing that poverty, hunger and malnutrition retard netional d.evelopnent 
efforts and negatively a.:ffect world social and economic stability and that 
their eradication is the primary o-bjective of world.developnent, 

8. Convinced that agrarian reform is a critical component of rura1 developnent 
and that the sustained improvement of rural areas, in the context of prano­
tion of national self-reliance and the builcling of the New International 
Economic Order, requires fuller and more equitable access to land, water 
and other natural resources; widespread sharing of economic and political 
power; increasing and more productive employment; fuller use of human 
skills and energies; participation and integration of rural people into 
the production and distribution systems; increased production, productivity 
and food security for all groups , and mobilization of internal resources• 

9. Reaffinning the Uif General Assembly resolutions on world peace and 
disarmament and resolutions 3201 and 3202 of the VI Special Session relating 
to efforts "to put an end to all forms of foreign occupation, racial 
discrimination, apartheid, colonial , neo-colonial and alien domination Wld 
exploitation through the exercise of permanent sovereignty over all natural 
resources" and recognizing t heir bearing on agrarian ref'onn mid rural develop­
ment, 

10. ~ that, while the primary responsibility for agrarian refo:rm and rural 
developnent rests with individual governments , a. sustained and global pro­
grarmne will demand strong political commitment, active ooopcration within 
the international community and commitment and effective use of financial 
technical and human resourcas , in a sound, systematic and coordinated manner, 

"'"jJ Elccerpts from WCARRD Report, 12-20 July, 1980, FAO, Rome, Italy {pp. 1-3). 
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12. 

13. 
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Affirming that such cooperation must be based on resolute adherence to 
principles of independence, national sovereignty, self-det,errnination of 
peoples and non-intervention in the internal affairs of States, 

Recalling the relevant resolution of the UN General Assembly at its 33rd 
Socsion that the new international developnent strategy should provide a set 
of interrelated and concerted measures in all sectors of dcvelopnent in 
order to promote the economic and social devcloJJ!lent of the developing 
countries and to ensure their equitable, full and effective participation 
in tho f'ormuln.tion and application of all decisions in the f'ield· of deve­
lopnent and international economic cooperation, 

rhphasizing that measures to strengthen international cooperation in agra­
rian reform and rural developnent are most effective when national stra­
tegics fully recognize the interdependence of industry and agriculture, 

Recognizing that the UN system has a responsibility to f ormulate a new 
international developnent strategy and that the Food and Agriculture Orga­
nization, under the tenns of its constitution, has an mcplicit obligation 
to elaborate those parts of this new stratcror in r egard to .food, agricul­
ture, nutrition and other areas of ita oompetcnce, and should play a leading 
role in assisting developing coWltries to promote agrarian refom and 
rural devclopnent, 

Hereby declares that a Frograrnrne of Action should °QP founded on the follow­
inc (JU.idclinos and principles: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

that the fundamental purpose of developnent is individual and 
social betterment, developnent of endogenous capabilities and 
improvement ot tho living etond.clrds of all people, in pa.rtioular 
the rural poor, 

that the right of every State to exercise full and permanent 
sovereignty over its natural resources and economic activities 
and to adopt the necessary measures :for the planning and manage-
ocnt of' its r esources is o:f vital importance to rural uevclopnent , 

that t7c ~so of f oreign investments for agriculturnl devcl opnent 
of developing countrico, in particular that of transnational 
corporations, must be in accordance with national needs and priorities, 

that national proeress based on growth witt. equity and participa,-
tion requires a redistribution of economic and political powor, 
fuller i ntegration of rural arcns into national dcvclopnent efforts, 
with expanded opportunities of employment and income for rural 
people and developnent of farmers ' associations, cooperatives and 
other forms of voluntary autonomouo damocratic orc,ro.nizations of 
primary producers and rural workero, 

that appropriate population policies and p,rqgrammes can contribute 
to long---tcrm social and economic progress, 

th~t maximum efforts should bo made to mobilize and use productively 
domestic resources for rural developnent, 

that governments should introduce positive bias in favour of rural 
developnent and provide incentives for increased inv0stment and 
production in rural areas, 
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(viii) that oquitablo distribution and efficient use of land water and 
other p7oduotive rosouroes, with due regard t or coolo~cal balance 
and environmental protection, aro indisponsable for rural develo1r 
mont, for the mobilization of human resources and for incroasod 
production for tho alleviation of poverty, 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(:xvii) 

that diversification of rural economic activities , including inte­
grated crop-livestock developnont , fisheries and nquaculture ·and 
integrated forestry developnent, is essential f or broacl- based 
rural d.evelo]Jllent , 

that location of industri es in the rural areas , in both the public 
and private sectors and particularly agro-industries , provides 
necessary and mutually reinforcing links between agriculture and 
industrial develo}]Tlent, 

that policies and programmes affecting agrarian ancl rural systems 
should be formulated and implemented with the full underst anding 
and participation of all rural people , including youth, and of their 
own orgMizations at ell levels, and that developnent efforts should 
be r esponsive to the varying need of different groups of rural poor, 

that understanding and awareness of the problems nn~ opportunities of 
rural develo]Jllont among people at ru.l levels and thn.t improving the 
interaction between devolopnent personnel and. the masses through 
an efficient communication system a.re prerequisites for the success 
of rurnl developnent strategy, 

that constnnt vigilance should be kept to ensure thct benefits 
of ~"Tarian rofonn and rurru. developnent are not offset by the 
reassertion of past po.tterns of concentration of rosou.rccs i n 
private hands or by the emergence of now forms of inequity, 

that women should partioipo.te o.nd contribute on .m equ,~l b~sis 
with men in tho social , economi c ~.nd political processes of rural 
devolorzncnt o.nd share fully in im~rovcd conditions of life in 
rural n.roos, 

that international cooperation should be str engthened ~nd a new 
aenso of urgency introduced to nuBJllent t he f low of fin.1..~cial 
and toohnionl r esources for rurnl develo(lllcnt , 

that cl 1 governments should undertake new and more intcnsi vc 
efforts to ensure world food security and overcome inequit i es 
am instability in the trade of r.gricultural commodities of ,arti­
culn:.r importance to developing cotuttrics , o.nd 

that developing countries, with the support of intcrnnti onal 
develo{Jilent organizations, shoul.Q strengthen their t cchnicnl 
cooperation in rur~l dcvolopnont and fostor policies of collective 

self-reliance. 

16. In the light of those guidelines ~nd principlos, a.nd with due rog~rd to 
the circumstances of each nation, .the Conference ooopts and rocommonds that 
Governments, FAO and all other .concerned organizations o.nd bodice of tho UU 

system implement the Programme of Action, 





EXCI!RPI'S FROM THE WCARRD PROGRAMME OF ACTION* 

INl':EXJRATION' OF WODl IN RURAL DEVELOFMENT 

APPENDIX II 

"Recognition of the vital role of women in socio-economic life in both 
agricultural and non-agricultural activities, in acc~rda.nce with tho goals 
of the United Nations' Decade for Women, is a prerequisite for successful 
rural developnent planning and programne implementation. :Rural dcvelopnent 
based on growth with equ.i ty will require full integration of women, including 
equitable access to land, water, other natural resources, inputs and services 
end equal opportunity to develop and employ their skills. Thero is also an 
urgent need to expand knowledge and statistical data on all aspects of women's 
roles in rural nctivities and to disseminate this information in order to 
promote greater awareness of women's role in society. 

Governments should consider action to: 

]!!flality of wgal Status 

(i) Repeal those laws which discriminate agai nst women in respect 
of rights of inheritance, ownership and control of property, 
and to promoto understanding of the need for such me~sures. 

(ii) Promote ownership rights for women, including joint ownership 
and co-ownership of land in entirety, to give women producers­
with abeontee husbands effective leg~l rights to talcc decisions 
on the land they monagc. 

(iii) Adopt measuros to onsuro women equitable access to lru,,d, livostock 
and othor productive assots. 

(iv) Repeal laws and :regulations which inhibit effective participation 
by women in economic transactions and in the ph·.nni.ng, implemen­
tation and evaluation of rural devclopnent progrrunmes. 

(v) Ensure f'u.11 membership and cqu..~l voting rights for women in 
people's organizations such as tenants' associations, labour unions, 
cooperatives, credit unions and organizations of the beneficiaries 
of l.'.ll'ld reform and other rural devclopnent programmes. 

~. Women's Access to Rural Services 

(i) Provide ~icultural inputs nnd social and economic services to 
women through non-discriminatory access to existing dciivery 
systems. 

(ii) Establish special recruitment and trainine schemes to increase 
the number of women in the trnining and extension pro~2Jlllllos of 
developnent agencies at all levols, including professional fields 
from which women have been trooitionally excluded. 

(iii) Broaden the range of agricultur:11 training and extension programmes 
to support women's roles in activities of agriculturoJ. production 
processing, preservation and marketing. 

* WCARRD1s Report, Rome 12-20 July, 1979, pp. 10-11. 
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Women's Orgmuzation and Pc.rticipation 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Promote collective action ond orgnnization by rurnl women to 
fucilitate their participation in the full rnnge of public 
services o.nd to enhance their opportunities to p~icip,~te 
in economic, politico.l ::ind socinl nctivities on an equal 
footing lii th men. 

Eato.blish systems, with the involvement of women's organiza­
tions to identify ond evalmdc obst:-i.clcs to women I s partici­
patio~ ~nd to monitor progress nnd coordi.n~te action, cspeciol.ly 
with rog~rd to agri cultural services, educational services and 
school enrolment, health and other socin.l services ancl employ- -. 
ment and wages. 

Revise procedures for the collection and presentation of statistical 
d..:l.ta for the identific~tion, reco~nition and uppreciation of the 
particip~tion of women in productive activities. 

Promote research roi.d exchange of information o.nd establish and 
strengthen programmes to facilitate and case the burden of 
women's household work, such as dny care centres, in'order to 
permit their greater participation in economic, educational ond 
poliiical activities. Also promote understanding of men's 
responsibilities to sh~re household duties. 

Educational and Employment Owortunities 

(i) Ensure educational opportunities of nimilar quality and content 
for both sexes and provide speci~l incentives such as reduced fees 
for increased enrolment of girls end women in schools md training 
programmes. 

(ii) Promote income-generating opportunities for women m1d guarontee 
equul wuge rates for men and women for work of cqu<'..l value. 

(iii) Establish and strengthen. non-formal educationnl opportu..-uties 
for rural women, including leadership tr~ining, inotruction w 
agriculturol a.s well as non-farm activiti es, henlth care, up­
bringing of children, fcmily planning Md nutrition. 

(iv) Evaluate and take steps to minimize the possible ncgntive effects 
on women's employment and income :-,,rising from ch~es in tradi­
tional economic pa.tterns a~d the introduction of new technology". 




