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f have the honour to transmit to you herer"rith, for your information, thearticle entitled "Refugees und.er the control of the icrmers rougest' written byI{erv6 Chabal-ier in the newspaper Le matin of :-5-16 March fgBO. rt reftects thecurrent situation on the borders of Karnpuchea and, in particular, the untenablelife of the Kampuchean refugees under the t'controlrrof*po1 potqs Deople and therole played in the affair by Peking in violation of the sovereignty and territorialintegrity of th.er Peoplees Republic of Kampuchea"
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A1{NEX

RXFUGIES UNDER T1{]I COI.ITROL OF TI]E ](HI,.{EF.S ROUGtrS

In Sakeo Camp, in Thail-and,, r.rhere
28,500 Cambod.ian refugees are croi,rd_ed_
together, the Angkar imposes its l_aw and
woe to those who d.o not share the icleology
of the men in black

Rosalyn Carter, moved to tears, held, one of the camp babies in her arms; the
crystal tones of Joan Baez pierced the flimsy stralr val-ls of the huts; Liv Ul_l_man
hel-d. out her left arrr'. and- gave blood" The cameramen fil-med,, the photographers
cl-icked. alray, t.he journalist,s churned out cop;'. The r.rhol_e worl_d. knor,rs al1 -
almost - about Saheo refugee camp in Thailand, where 28,\35 Cambod.ians sit waitine
thc nominr nf helf ar dcrreuaJ, o

Pub1ic opinion vas shocked.; money poured. in and the humanitarian organizations
s'rrooped. d.own the camp (there are nor,r 13 organizations working there). After
being ignored- by everyone and- after having nothing, these survi.vors nov have one of
the highest proportion of d.octors per_ capita in the r,rorld. (one doctor for
900 patients). So much the better for them.

Sakeo has been used. so much as a "shor,rcase carnp" it iuoul-d seem that people
have almost forgotten tha,t some of the men and r.romen vho have taken refuge there,
cl-ad in bl-ack pajanas vith a checllered" lirama around their neck and taking
ad-vantage of international generosity 

"""-r.one 
other than t,he murd.erers responsible

for one of the most hideous genocides of the 2Oth century: that of the l{hmer
people. tr'lhi1e most cf the refugees in the camp are no longer inclined to expect
nnrrFl.r-ino fnnm *lr5 rarrinn.q nf Pn] POt thgfe afe Still et l.tasf ? OOO nni nnrrnfinorsvfrrf)J vr I vr rvr, Ltrgrg 4Ic D_*.!* w rlrev, rrvv evurrurrro

their families, who have not renounced" anything and r'rho hope to return to Canbod"ia
to continue cleaning up the country and. to e:lecute any t'bourgeois d.eviantst',
intell-ectuals and peasants lrho d.o not enthusj.asticaIly agree to become the servants
of the Angkar, the organization mad.e up of the I'rhmer rouge cad.res.

fn Sakec, the caclres continue to terrorize the population, to keep an e-ye onir qnd *a n"^r''h it, also" At the end of October LgTg I r^ras in Sakeo when the first
fet^r thousand. refugees arrived in r,rhat was not yet a caml but a huge mud-pif 'nrhereexhausted. skel-eton:lilie figures fell headlong into the mire and excrement and. r,rhere
the only ones vho still r^ral-ked proudly, their cheeks nice and. round and r.ratches on
their wrists lrere th.e Ilhmer rouge cad"res. But the doctors, nurses, volunteers of
all- kinds and. journalists were far too busy deal.ing l,rith the ruins of the l(hmer
people vho r,rere arriving in waves and to pay much attention to these silent blacir
sil-houettes r,rho r,,/ere everywhere and. r,rho val-k-ed. r^rith their hand"s behind their bacrr-s "stopping to l-isten lrhenever a dyinq patient tried to speak to a foreigner"
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The Angkar has in fact, been regulating everything since Sakeo vas established..
Last week, when I revisited. the campe refugees came to me secretly to testify.
I cannot give their names, the risk to them r,rould be too great. Just 1O d,ays after
the camp opened, the cad-res informed the international organiza.tions on the spot
that they r,rere not pleasecl with ttre coloured-, gay clothing sent from al1 over the
lrorld that was bein;5 clisJ:ributed: "on1y blach pajamas must be d,istributed.."
Bl-acl'-, the colour of d.eatir, of the austerity imposeC on e.verl/one by fanatics.

As soon as the huts r.rere built in the camp2 the cad.res started veaving their
spiderts treb around them: on.e leader for every'bhree huts" appointed. at the
grassroots l-evel- one cad-re, the Prathine Lot, chosen by t,he Angkar, for every
50 fanil-ies, thenr one chief, the Prathine l/oreak, for every thousand persons, and-
fina]fv a nei.qhhOUrlrOOd- chief reic^nincr over 2-)+O^ -^n-'r^ ^+ +he ton of thiss rrv+t)r:vv urrrEr r Erf .lrruti v v ur L ,TUw jlgwplg. .L!L UJr\ Lv_p vr \.ttrD

pl'ramid is the ltingpin. Tn Sakeo the kingnin is Lin, a d,isgusting pprson"

Obsequious ruith strangers, he tclls lies, faking innocence. UnC.er Pol- Pot
he r,ras one of the senior Khner rouge officials in Batambang Drovince" That is
in western Canrbodia, a sector in r,rhich a record number of rnassacres occurrecl . Lim,
zoad ?) enoalrc a little French and has told. me, his face rad,iant vith good. faith,
that he has never bcen anything other than a poor peasant. Illeat about the Khmers
rouges ?

"ITo, the expression is not appropriatet' he
the Iftmer people". Genocid.*.? "l.neat genocide?
massacres in preparation for the arrival- of the

says. "One should speak simply of
Ah yes. The IiGB organized
Vietnamesett.

I press him" I speak of the thousand"s of eyer,ritness accounfs, each more
horrible than the las'L' finally, he concedes that t'some executions vere carried out
und.er Pol Pot but the only victims vere peopte vho refused. to submit to the 1aw of
the r6gime. That is und"erstand.able" is it not??!

Lim also categorically denies that, together with the 100 thugs vho act as his
private poli.ce, he has subjected. some of t,he Sakeo refugees to brutal treatment.

And yet there is no lacle of proof. The f'act that the Angkar has confiscated-
people!s rad.ios so as to prevent the refugees from fistening t,o voices from abroad.
is not so bad,; br-rt ad.ulterous women have been dragged- through the alleys of the
camps r.''ith a sign around- their necks proclaiming; them ad"ulteresses: men caught
speaking of the Sihanouk days have been forced to stand bare-chested and motionless
in the sun for si:c hours straight; other insubordinate inmates have been fcrced-
to crar,rl over gravel on their knees and. elbovs I one peasant from the south was
inprisoned, in an empty bank for one hour but vas freed before he suffocated.
Iot to mention the men armed- rrith clubs and iron blackjacks who .oatrol the camp
at night and enter the houses or the constant intimid.ations

Tha ranva.^ntative of the Hi p'h Comrni ssi oner for Rcfrirrees i n Sakeo - a.n AnerilrrL ! syr Eo\ ttLALl V{J UI LIIC l1*o.. . -Can e

Jensen, lras unable to keep his mouth shut after a rrhife in spite of the fact that
employees of this type of international organization are bound to remain silent -
remember the Red Cross vhich intervened- in the lJazi concentration camps but d"id, not

/...
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breathe a word- outsid.e about what i,ras going on in them? Jensen publicly d-enounced.
the brutality of Limts band". As a resul-t, he can no longer go insid.e the camp for
the Thai nilitary authorities who control the entrance will not all-ol.r hirn in an<1,
in ad.dition, he has received- threatening letters" He r^ri11 probably have to be
replac ed.,

A Thai military officiaf rrarned r,Le "f ad.vise you not to investigate this
question of brutatity inside the carrp" You r,rill make l-ife more difficult for the
foreigners r"rho are r,rorhing there.'i

fn short, the Thais cover up Limrs extortionary activit.ies and,e on occasion,
give him a hand. Political interests compel them to do so: Thaila.nd is playing
the Khmers rouges agains'c the Vietnamese threat and alloving China to supply them
with veapons through Thailand. Commander ii"tongk-on Henmark, the Thai camp command.er
at Sakeo, has just sent a letter to a1l- persons rrorking on behalf of humanitarian
orsa.niza.tions in Sakeo. fn substance he warns them: 'oPol_itical d.iscussions with
the refugees are forbidclen'". The warning is clear: woe to he who stantls in the r,ray
of the l(hmer rouB:e.

Xvery d.ay l(hmer rouge soldiers r,rounded, in Ca.mbodia in clashes with the
Vietnamese occupying army arrive at the camp hospital-. The doctors treat them and.
when they recover thel' go back to fight.

The Sakeo refugees vho do not share the id,eology and the mad.ness of the
I(hmers rouges but vho are put in the same category because they have had the
misfortune to live five or even 10 years in zones control-fed ty the l(hmers rouges
are afraid" that they r'rilI be compelled to follolr the men in black when the A.ngkar
gives the order to return to Cambod.ia. The cad.res regularly circulate handr'rritten
leaflets r^rhich state; "Do not believe the prornises of foreignerse no country r,ri1l
agree to take you. Do not forget that you are the true lChmers and that you must
?Ama1 fr q^

Song, Ean - 1et r:s call them thus * and others we have met in the eamp out
of sight of prying eyes and. informers have 1:o1d- me: "llven if they kil-l- us ve r,iill
not leave".

It is a pity that the too brass and the stars r,rho came in a spirit of
donornot'*rr *n "isit Salieo r,lere not able also to see al-l the extortion that is taki.ng
place there and all the monstrosities that are being pfanned.

Herve unaDal1er
(T,e natin " '1 5--16 I'tarch 1980)\-.!:--::::=:) L/ !\J




