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Letter dated 11 April 1980 from the Permanent Representative of
Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, for your information, the
document entitled "'Toxic chemicals spreadings, poison gas shell firings and other
forms of chemical arm used by the Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea (July 1979 to
March 1980)"7 {(annex I} and photographs of victims of the poison gas used by the
Vietnamese forces of aggressiocn in Kampuchea (annex TI).

T should be grateful if you would have this text and the photographs

circulated as an official document of the General Assembly, under items 22, 3k
and 76 of the preliminary list, and of the Security Council.

{8igned) THICUNE Prasith
Ambassader
Permanent Repregentative of Democratic Kampuchea
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ANNEX T

TOXIC CHEMICALS SPREADINGS,
POISON GAS SHELL FIRINGS

AND OTHER FORMS 0OF CHEMICAL ARM USED

BY THE VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN KAMPUCHEA

July 1979 . March 1980
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A. TOXIC CHEMICALS SPREADINGS : (JULY-NOVEMBER 1979)

~ July 25 and 26, Mugust 28 and 29, 1979

- Spreadings of toxic chemical products at tount Reachtorng,
north of Kirirom, province of Kampong Speu.

- B persons killed (3 old-nged persons, 2 children of 11
Years 0ld and 3 children of 3 years old) and several others poisoned
mostly old people, pregnant women and children.

The victims show the following sywmptoms: burning of skin
{to be compared with thnt caused by fire), vomitings, dizziness,
fever and death,

-  Sevtember 5 and 6, 1979:

- Sprendings of toxic chemicsal products at Andrung Toek and
Thmar Baing, province of Koh Konge.

- 6 persons killed (on old womnn, 3% children nnd 2 pregnant
women) ~nd 10 persons secverely poisoned.

The effects of the product nre as follows : icy feeling on
skin followed 2 short while after by intense hent and brain~fever
lending to denth.

- NDctober 1, 2 amd 3, 1979:

- Snreadings of toxic chemicnals on the Yestern region of
Battambang vrovince between Pailin and Polpet.

- 1% persons killed (3 old men, 2 old women, 2 odolescents,
3 women and 5 children) while mnny others nre in sericus condition.

The used product such zs that uscd opninst mosquitoces
remains stuck on leaves of trees, Any perscon who breathes it feels
iumedintely dizzy, collapses, bleeds fram the mouth, drivels ‘
blentifully, fo1lls in agony and subsequently dies. Cultures such
as rice, corn, beans, maniocs fade awny ~nd then nre dend.

- October 20, 1079:

- Svrendings carried out by Vip plrnes on the districts

¢f Chhoul: ~nd Kol 512 (province of Frmool), I'linom Sruoch nnd
Yong Pisei {rrovince of Kompong Speu) ~nd Tramhak (provinge of
Takeo)a

- % persons killed, 12 others poisoncd.

The uced producl cnuses fever, swellings of foce, lins
and nll the body, bleeding {rom the mouth »nd then desth,
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-  October 26, 1379:

-~ Spreadings of toxic chemicols nlong highway Mo 10, between
Prning Roloem and Pailin, province of Battrmbang.

- 2 children killed, 18 persons poisoned, ~1l1 cultures
destroyed.

The product is the same ns thert used in the Prilin-Poipet
region.

=  Qctober 28, 1979:

- Spreadings of toxic chemicals on the region stretching from
Reaing Khvav (Pursat province) up to !lount Aurnl.

-~ 8% versons have been killed.(mostly children, pregnant
women a2hd old persons,)

The chemicals look like anti-mosquitoes producte In contact
with skin, it causes burning along with high temperature and haemor=-
rhage of blood {rom the mouth and then death,.

- Hovember 5, 1979:

- Yew spreadings on the districts of Toek Phos, Baribaur
(Kampong Chhnang vrovince)ond on the district of T.each (Fursat
province).

~ 35 persons killed, 72 others poisoned.

~ 2 gspreadings on the same region within one weelk.

The toxic chemical products, yellow in colour, burn skin,
emit an odour which cnuses dizziness, blerding from the mouth nnd
ears 2nd subsequently lend to desth,.

- llovember 10, 11 ~nd 12, 1970:

- Spresdings of toxic chemicnls on the 'estern vort of the
district of l.erch (Pursat province).

- % nersons killed (2 old people ~nd one child) ~nd 15
others poisoned,.

The toxic chemicnl product has a yellow cotour. It causcs
burnings, bleeding from the mouth, fever, diarrhen and denth,

B. DISTRIBUTION OF PCISQONCUS FOOD AND MEDICINES

(NOVEMBER=-DECEMBER 1979

- liid-llovember, 1979:

The Vietnnmese cccupier hos distributed poisonous red corn
to the pepulation in the districts of Sisonhon and longhkolborel,
€augsing the denth »nd voisoning of severnl hundreds of persons.
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- id=lovember ~nd beginning of December, 1979:

Distributions of poisonous red corn have also taken
Place in several districts of the Fastern region. Hundreds of persons
have also been poisoned,.

Meanwhile, in Phnom Penh and in Oudong, voisons have
been distributed or sold as medicines by Victnamese "physicians",
illing several dozens of persons.

C. POISON GAS SHELL FIRINGS AND TOXIC CHEMICALS SPREADINGS :

{JANUARY~MARCH 1980)

= January 14, 1980:

- Poison gos shell firings st Sen lionorom (one locality
of HMondulkiri province in the lorth-Fast).
- 16 persons killed nnd 21 severely poisoned.

- Janusry 15, 17 and 20, 1080:

- Sprendings of toxic chemicsls on the Vestern part of
the district of Leach, Pursat vrovinces.

- 17 personz killed (8 old persons ., b children, 4
pregnant wonen) nnd 60 poisoned, 2% of them scverely.

The chemical produect, yellow in colour is more toxic
than any of the previous ones. The afflicted nersons expericnce dry
thronts, coughing fits, stiffening of the jnws nnd body and subsacauently
dic,

- January 17, 1980:

- Vore than 100 poison gne shells were fired on the
district of Thmar Baing, foh ¥Kong nreovince.
— ) persons %illed ~nd 30 vnoiscned.

- Jrnunry 20, 1980:

The nonulstion of Sdro { dirtrict of Srmlaut, Bottembang
nrovince ) hns been victim of a digtribution of noisonoun corne
50 frpilies. hrve been scverely ~ffocted »nd mony perszons have been
Eilled,

on January 23, 1960, the nopul-tion of the some villnge
hrs been the target of » poicon g~s shelling which Xkilled 10 pecovle
snd poisoncd mony others,.

- Jenugry 25, 1230:

ilcw poison gns shellings »t Thmrr Bning (& persons
%illed) nnd svnrendings of chemical vproducts nt Feh long provinge.

foos
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- Jonusry 26, 1980;

~ Poison gas shellings between Taing Sou, Aur Iak, Vat
Tatouy and Pailin, Baottambang province.
- 4 people killed, 20 others severely poisoned,.

The poison gas causes disturbonces of vision, dizziness,
choking, fainting and then bleeding from the mouth, nose and anus.
It causes death in 24 to 48 hours if the victim is within a radius
of 100 to 200 metres and can cause malaise beoyond th-ot distance.

- Fron January 26 to February 5, 1930:

- TPoison gas shellings ~nd toxic chemicsals spreadings
hove teoken plrce in the sector of Pailin-X-mrieng and the Western
part of the district of Lerch (Pursnt province).

- ftbout 100 neople were killed nnd wounded.

- frebrurry 1, 2 oand 3, 1980:

Poison gas shells vwere fired by 105mm ceonnons ot
Toing Sou, Aur Ta Fm and in the forests and mounts locmted in the
South of Poilin.

- February 3, 19801

- Spreadings of toxic chemicals ~t Hnmricnge.
- 10 peonle killed and 25 poisoncde.

-  TFebrunry 6 and 7, 1980:

Sprendings of toxic chemicnls and moison ges chellings
at ¥ailin and ¥ewmrienp, bringing Lo more than 100 the figures of
victimg within n dozen dnyc. 0On the sname dny, toxic chemicals onren-
dings and poison gos shellings at Tench: 35 people killed ang poisoneda

- February 7 and 8, 1980:

- Poison grs shellings at Trilin snd Nemricng.
- 8 people killed and 38 poisonnd, 15 of thcm severely.

- Februnry 20 and 21, 1980:

- Sprendings of toxic chemicrls on the Vestern rort of Tench,
- 3 people killed ~nd 13 noisocnod,.

- Februnry 27, 1980:

. - Poison gas shellings in the region of Prilin (Toing Sou,
mountains and forests around Pailin).
- § people killed and 17 poisoned.

- liarch 7 and 9, 1980:

~ Poison gns shellings at the villages locnted in the
upper part of Voh Kong province.
-~ 1 person killed nnd 13 poisoned.



A/35/173
8/13891
English
Annex I
Page 6

- YMarch &, 1980:

Poison gas shellings and toxic chemicals spremdings at

Sala Krao in the north of Pailin.
- 15 people killed and poisoned,

- March 15 and 16, 1980:

Toxic chemicals spreadings and intensive poison gas

shellings at the villages and guerrilla bnses located between Mount
Malay and Sisophon in the south of highwsy 1o 5.

7?7 people killed and 27 poisoned.

D, POISONING OF WATER SPRINGS : (SECOND FORTNIGHT OF FEBRUARY 1980)

. During the second fortnight of February, many reports
l1ndicate that the Vietnamese hnve systematicrlly poisoned water springs

2 families.

-

in the commune of Sre Chih, Kratie province.
20 people killed and poisoned. :
in Samlaut: the voison is put in the jars belonging to

the 11 mcmbers of those 2 fomilies have been killed.
in the district of Sandan, Kampong Thom province.

in the district of fAngkor Borei, Takeo province,

7 people killed { without ‘taking into account the

cattle which has surfered heavy losses ).

{(‘'/orked out nccording to reperts issued by
the Ministry of Informstion of Democrntic Kampuchan)

foos
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APPENDIX

EFFECTS CAUSED BY POISON GAS USED BY THE VIETHNAMESE IN KAMPUCHEA

On the victims situated 500 metres fsr from the chemicnl
substances, the effects of the poison gas are ns follows:

a) If the victims hrve good physicnl conditiens, their survival do
not exceed 48 hours.

Symotoms:

1- Dry throat with sensation of burning throughout cesophagus,
thick salivaticon.

2= Difficult respiration, thorscic pain with sensation of
heat, high temperature of the body with cooling of hands and feet.
worsening of the general condition, the respiration becomes dyspeptic,
haemorrhage of blood from the mouth, nose and anus and subsequently
death.

b) On the victims who have been brought nlive to the hospital, the
effects are as follows:

After o while of poisoning, the victim dies with the
following symptonms:

1- Thick salivetion, abdominml poin, sensnation of theracic
heat, difficult respiration.

2- All these symptoms worsen. The victim becomes agitrnted.
Cooling ol honds and feet, hnemorrhage of blood from the mouth, nose
and then derth.

The =mutopsy of the victims reverled the following results:

~ Traces of hematoma in the lungs.

Tiver presents nlse traces of hemntoma.
'resence of bile in the ~bdonen.

- I'resence of n serous liguid in the pericarp.

{...
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ANNEY T1

VICTIMS OF POISON GAS SHELLS FIRED BY THE VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS
IN THE REGION OF PAILIN (BATTAMBANG PROUVINCE) OGN 26 JANUARY 198D

Jb6 years old




