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T. THNTRODUCTICN

1. Turing the discussions held by the General Assembly at its thirty-third
sessicn 1t was emphasized that all the regions of the world were witnessing an
inerease in the absolute and relative size of their aging population. This
phenomencn, courled with the increased erprasis on development. has serious social,
health and economic implications for sccieties as a whole and for the aging in
particular. It is a topic of growing concern to many developed and developing
cocuntries. Ior this reason, the General Assembly decided to convene a World
Asgenmbly on the Blderly in 1582,

2. The draft programme contained in the present report has been prepared in
response to paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolutiom 33/52 of 1k December 1378,
concerning the World Assembly on the Elderly in which the Secretary-General was
requested

"to elsborate, in consultation with Member States, the specialized agencies
and organizations concerned, and to submit to the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth sessicn, through the Beconomic and Social Council, a draft
programme for the World Assembly on the Elderiy and to make recommendations
on the crganization and objectives of the World Assembly .

3. The Secretary-General has obtained the views of Member 3tates as well as those
of the relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. Close
consultations have taken place with organizations of the United Nations system

and several specialized agencies have provided ideas for the draft programme.

I, There has been a high degree of unanimity in the views expressed by
Governments, as well as by agencies and non-governmental corganizations, regarding
the importance of issues related to aging and sbout the general features of the
Worid Assembly, to be convened in 1982. The present draft programme makes
recommendations on the scope of and the preparatory arrangements for the Assembly,
which, 1t is believed, will fulfil the objectives of the rescluticn and be in

line with the views of Governments, agencies and other bedies concerned. It

should be emphasized, however, that in a field so wide-ranging and complex, a great
deal more consideration will need t¢ be given to the details of the World Assembly
before the arrangements for it can be finalized.

II. BACKGRCOUND
A, Definition

5. It is widely recognized that the process of aging begins at concepticon and
continues until the death of the biclogical organism, and that growth and
maturation cof the orgenism are related to the early and middie stages of human
development. The aging are those in that one third or one fourth of the life-span
during which loss and decline - phychclogical, economical and social -~ are greatest.
Such loss is act always owing to biologieal forces: it may also be a result of
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social, economic, environmental and cultural factors. The word "aging’ provides

a more adequate description than the terms "elderly" or “aged”. It suggests
continuing development and change during the later stages of the life-span, rather
than a fixed or static period of life. "The aging", therefore, is a term that

could best be used to define those sections of the population that have left the
niddle years of life behind them; the word encompasses several stages of the
life-span and a vast range of differences. For Tractical reasons, however, a
statistical definition of old age has been used in demographic studies and analysis
and social pelicies relating to aging. For the purposes of the World Assembly

“the aging' are defined as those who are A0 years of age and over.

B. General congiderations

6. From a demographic point of view, there will continue to be an incresse over
the next two decades in the absolute and relative size of the aging population in
all regions and most countries of the world. This trend will accelerate in the
majority of the less developed countries. If the trend towards lowered hirth rates
continues, the more developed countries will have even greater proportions of their
populaticns in the old-age category.

T. In 1950, there were approximately 200 million persons 60 years of age and over
throughout the werld. By 1670, this figure had increased to 307 miliion.
Projections to the year 2000 indicate that this number will increase to nearly

580 million, or by nearly 90 per cent, while the world's population as a whele will
increase from 3.7 to 6.2 billion, or by approximately 70 per cent. It is
significant tc note that, for the more developed regions, the increase in the
population as a whole will be 21 per cent from 1970 to 2000, while those zged

60 years and over will increase by 54 per cent. In the developing regiocns, the
preportionate inecrease of the older population is even more pronounced; while an

88 per cent increase is anticipated for the total population over the same period,
the increase of those 60 years and over will be approximately 123 per cent.
Purthermore, i1t should be noted that, in 1970, slightly over half of all persons

60 and over lived in the developing nations, while by 2000, about two thirds of
all older persons will live in those countries,

8. The increase in the numbers and proporticons of the aging is accompanied by

a change in the population's age structure. Declining fertility, for example. is
the main factor underlying the declining proporticon of children in a population
and, by the same taken, it inereases the proportion”of older persons. Thus,
according to the medium projecticns of the Tnited Wations, the population aged
less than 1% years in the developing countries is expected to decline from an
average of about 42 per cent of the total population in 1670 to an average of
about 34 per cent in 2000. At the same time the old-age group will have the
highest percentage increase of all the main functional groups within the world's
population between 1970 and 2000 and within both the more developed and the

less developed regions. The working-age group (15-50 years), represents an
increase of 83 per cent for the world as a whole and only 24 ner cent for the
mere developed regions. In the less developed regions, it is 110 per cent. The
old-age group 60 years and over represents an increase of B9 per cent for the world
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as a whole, 5k per cent for the developed regions and 123 per cent for the
developing regions. The school-age group (5-14 years) represents an increase of
L€ per cent for the world, a b4 per cent decrease for the developed regions and a
60 per cent increase for the developing world. Finally, for the pre-~school
group (0-4 years) the projected increase is 36 per cent for the world, i per cent
for the developed regions and L3 per cent for the developing regions.

G. Among the many implications of these figures for policy makers is the fact
that falling birth rates in particular and also rising life expectancy have
combined to push up the average age of the world's population. By 2000 there will
be about bwice as many people over 60 and over 80 years old as there were in 1970,
The rise in life expectancy is mainly the result of very large declines in
mortality, particularly in the developing countries. Thus, in the year 2000, the
average expectation of life at birth for the world will bve €h.l, with 73.6 for

the developed countries and 63.0 for the developing countries.

10. It iz alsc important to consider the population 45 years of age and over and
its implications for the development of social policies and practices as this

age group will represent an increasing proporticn of the world's population for the
remainder of the twentieth century.

11. There is evidence thai, throughout human existence, few individuals have
achieved longevity. The attainment of advanced age by the majority of individuals
in some countries is, however, an achievement of the twentieth century. The
increasing expectation of longevity implies living into stages of life where,
under changing world social, econcmic and value systems, there will be new and as
yet unstructured social roles and identities. For the female there is the
increased prospect of widowhood and, in many countries of the world, reduced
income and greater economic deprivaticn. ILongevity also has implications for the
structure of the family. With increased mobility cf populations throughout the
world, the family is increasingly separated in space as well as in time. In
addition, the extension of the family into four and five generations is a
twentieth century phenomencn sznd has implications not only for family roles and
responsibilities as relasted 4o the aging, but also for social policies in
sunporting the family to carry out some of its more traditional roles in relation
to older family menbers.

12. 1In develcping regions of the world, the social implications of aging go
beyond those of the numbers and proportions of older perscons in society.
Increasingly urbanization and industrialization are being accompanied by a mass
migraticn of the younger and better educated segments of the rural populations to
larger cities. large numbers of the aging are left ‘n rural areas, increasing
their numbers disproportionately and depriving them of traditional resources and
gocial suppert, particularly from younger family members. Furthermore, such rural
areas Tace difficulties in providing the needed capital and manpower to respond to
the social and health requirements of the older population which remains.

13. The above shatemente indicate that,when trends of populaticn growth,
distribution and structure are cut of belance with social, economic and
environmental factors, the imbalance can, at certain stages of development create
additional difficulties for the achievement of sustained development. Tt is
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necessary, therefere, for countries expecting future demographic trends and
changes in populaticn structure to take appropriste decis’ons cud measures
te minimize or eliminate the negative implications of this phercmencn for
develorment.

14, These examples of demographic inertia, emphasizing the growing aging
population, demonstrate that, whatever policies may be formulated, socio-economic
development must be accelerated in order to provide for a significant increase

in levels of living. Efforts made by developing countries to speed up economic
growth must be viewed by the entire international community as a global endeavour
te improve the quality of life for all people of the world, supported by a just
use of the world’s wealth, resources and technology in the spirit of the new
economie order.

15. Thus, the proposed 1982 World Assembly on the Llderly is expected to provide

a focus for world-wide activities that would reflect the reciprocal rights and
obligations of scciety and of the aging.

€. Identification of the main issues

16. Many Member States suggested in their responses to the Secretary-Genersl's
inguiry, that the World Assembly on the Hlderly should consider the question of
the aging within the broader context of the world's social and economic trends so
as to appreciate the complexity of the questicn and to understand the
interrelatedness of aging with the issues of society at large. Tt was emphasized
that the current development efforts of most of the developine countries had only
achieved partial sucecess. More emphasis should e ziven to the provision of
"increasing opportunities to zll people for & better life™, as was indicated in
the International Development Strategy for the Second United Natiorns Development
Decade.

17. It was noted that uneven distributicn of growth among countries and the
existing pattern of economic progress very often tended to bypass the majority

of the population. A more human--centred perspective should therefore bhe
considered and increasingly organized around the human Tactor as bobth its agent
and its beneficiary. Thus, development policies should aim at bringing
develorment to the people and making 1t more responsive to their needs and should
allcw for and rely on the fullest possible mebilization and utilization of all
available resources, ineluding those of the aging.

18. 1In additicn, many Member States emphasized the humanitarian approach to the
question of the aging, thus implying that policy makers, in designing their plaans
for social and economic development,should consider the preventive measures that
would eliminate or at least minimize the undesirable negative implicaticns and
congeguences of development. The aging affTect the developmental process

and are affected by it they are affeected socially by significant changes in the
family structure, the environment, habits, mores and traditions, among other
things. Economically they are affected by urbanization, industrialization,
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medernization and mobility. At the zame time, as mentioned earlier, their

increaze in numbers and proportion leads to a greater demand on service delivery
systems as well as changes in dependency ratio, savings, investment and consumption
patterns among others.

19. GSome Member States noted that true development and the participation of the
aging, like other population groups. in this process, cannot take place iIn the
absence of national independence and liberation. Colonialism, racism, racial
discrimination, apartheid, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of
foreign demination continue to be among the greatest obstacles to the full
emancipaticn and progress of the developing countries and all the people invelved.

20. Naticnal policies for the aging within the context of social progress and
economic development must, of course, be defined by each country within the
Tramework of its own priorities, objectives and plans in accordance with its

stage of development. Taking into account the various responses of Member States
with regard to the improvement of the well-beins of the aging within the context
of the entire population, it has seemed advisable to group related issues at the
Werld Assembly under two major topics: humanitarian and developmental. It should
be noted however, that these two groups are interdependent and interrelated;
humanitarian variables influence development variables and are also influenced

by them.

1. Humanitarian issues

2i. The humanitarian issues are those related to the specific needs of the aging.
Although there are many matters that older persons share in common with all
members of the population, certain issues affect thelr individual characteristics
and reguirements, and these are the ones it is proposed to group for substantive
examination and for the formulation of action programmes at the national, local
and city levels, as well as internaticnally.

22. The humanitarian issues proposed by the majority of Member States in their
response to the Secretary-General’s inquiry relate to a number of subtopics, such
as (a) health, (b) housing and environment, (c) sccial welfare, (d) income
security, (e) education and (f) the family. In order to ensure the optimum design
provision and utilization of policies and programmes in these areas, Member States
stressed that research and training needs with respect to the above-menticoned
topics should be systematically considered.

(a) Health. The aging require a variety of remedial and preventive health
and social measures. The enhancement of their functicnal capacities must be one
of the main goals of health care for the agzing, ard trevention must be considered
&5 an important component of health services throughout the life span.

(b) Housing and environment. In designing housing for the aging, Member
States recognized that it must be viewed as more than mere shelter. TIn additicn
to ibs physical component, it has psychological and socilal significance, which
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should he duly taken into account. Particular attention should be given to
maintaining, wherever possible, the cohesicn ¢f the family unit.

(e) Social welfare. Community-based services - preventive, remedial and
developmental - for the aging in both developed and developing countries were
emphasized by Member States. They further suggested that such services should
suppert the aging in their usual environments. Certain Member States noted that in
some rural areas there was a scarcity of rescurces and organized social welfare
services for all ages. At the same time there were concentrations of the aging in
many such areas. They therefore urged that existing formal and informal
organizations in those rural areas should consider the special needs of the aging
and include them in their present programmes.

{d) TInccme security., Income security implies an adequate minimum income for
the aging, a reasanzsble replacement of previous earnings and an adjustment of
beneflit levels that will assure the aging of a share in increasing national
productivity and in rising levels of living. Social security schemes have been
established in developed countries and in most of the developing countries, Recent
attempts have been made in both the developed and the developing countries to
strengthen existing systems in order to ensure an adequate minimum income for the
aging, Certain Member States emphasized in their replies the importance of
establishing national comprehensive social security schemes to cover all sectors of
the population, including, in particular, agricultural workers and the self-
employed. The financing of social security schemes, however, particularly in the
develcping countries, deserves careful consideration, since, depending on its design
and use, it could either hinder or assist development. An important factor that
mist be considered is the age structure of the population particularly the size and
composition of the inactive population.

{e) Education. The increazing rate of social and technological change and the
explosion of knowledge throughout the world have resulted in the need for continuing
education of people in their middle and later years and for the retraining of those
workers whose skills have become obsolete in their middle years. A number of Member
Btates, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations emphasized that
education for people in their later years increased their knowledge and skills and
enabled them to participate more fully in the life of their community and society.
In addition they emphasized the importance of educating the general population about
aging and recommended that such teaching should form part of the national and local
educational programmes,

(f) The family. Ways and means of strengthening the role of the sging within
the family were consistently emphasized by Member States. There is ample evidence
of the high esteem in which older people are held in developing countries. However,
inereasing trends of industrialization and urbanization and the mobility of the
labour force indicate that the traditional concenpt of the place and relationship of
the elderly in the family is undergoing major change. Ways to ensure the vital role
of the family and the dignity, status and security of the agins are issues that
deserve careful consideration.

23. Action to meet these humanitarian needs are primarily the responsibility of
national Governments, city and local authorities and the family. However, action at
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the internaticnal level is also warranted particularly the sharing cf information
and technology. The exchange of information and experience at the international
level is an effective means of stimulating progress and encouraging the adoption of
measures to improve the conditions of the aging. Countries with different
political, econcmic and social systems and cultures and at differing stages of
development have benefited from a common knowledge of problems, difficulties and
schievements and from solutions worked out jointly. Regional and international
research activities, data collection and analysis of all aspects of the conditions

of the aging are essential in formulating policies and evaluating progress in this
field.

o, Effective programming snd project formulaticn will require an adequate flow of
factual information and of relevant experience among and between nations both
developed and developing and their international assistance collaborators. A major
difficulty in assessing the conditions of the aging at the present time,
particularly in the developing countries, is the lack or deficiency of data and
indicators to measure their situation as it affects the process of development and
is in turn affected by it. The United Nations system, particularly in its technical
co-operation programmes, could be instrumental in surmounting this difficulty.
Moreover , meetings, seminars and training undertaken by the United Nations system
nave proved to be most valuable in providing a regicnal and internaticnal exchange
of information and experience. Future endeavours could relate to such areas as
social security, manpower-training, health-care delivery, etc.

2. Develocpmentazl issues

25. Keeping in mind the fact that all aging issues are interrelated and
interdependent , the developmental issues should not be considered in isgclation and
may therefore be defined as those erosa-sectional issues which consider the aging
within the context of society at large. They are concerned with the role of the
aging in the developmental process, particularly in such crucial areas as the
relaticnship between the aging of populations and social and eccnomic develorment.
Action on these issues is primarily the responsibility of national Governments and
ghould be integrated into over-zll national development policies, However, as
menticned previcusly, action at the international level is also warranted to suppert
existing programmes and expand their scope in areas such as research, data
collection and analysis, technical co-operaticn, training and advisory services,
ineluding co-ordination with national and regicnal activities of organizations
within the United Netions system, the dissemination and exchange of information and
liaison with non-governmental organizations and other groups committed to
internaticnal assistance in the field of aging. In this respect, ectivities
concerning tne aging, particularly at the cperational level, could be strengthened,
paying special attention to any technical co-operation activities extended within
the framework of the United Nations Development Frogramme (UNDP) under the country
programming system, and through the regional commissions,

26, The aging of the population, coupled with urbsnization and industrializaticn,
iz giving rise to critical issues with regard to human resources and social and
sconomic development, Although in scme developing countries issues relating to the

aeing have nobt as yet arisen to s significant degree within the sceic-economic
context, with increased industrialization, urbanization and other related social
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and economic change, as well as increases in the numbers of the aging and their
proportion in the total populaticn, these countries would increasingly face such
issues. These situations have numerous and wide-ranging economic and social
implications that must be understood and taken into account by planners and policy-
maxers.

27. The aging of a population may be defined as an increase in the ratio of older
adults to vounger adulis. The world and all its regions are witnessing an aging of
their population, and this has serious implications for, inter alia, producticn,
consumption and savings, vhich in turn affect general economic conditions and
policies, especially at times vwhen the aging dependency rate is increasing. In
addition, the increasing numbers of older people often have an adverse effect on the
development process because, in many countries, they have not been brought into the
mainstream of development.

28, The skills of the aging population represent eccnomic and scocial resources that
should not be dispensed with lightly. Many Member States emphasized that the aim of
aging policy should be to offer the aging options for retirement from active work or
for continuation of work on a full or restricted basis That would have the added
value of contributing to economic develcpment by allowing the continued use of
skills that weuld he expensive and often difficult te duplicate and of reducing the
ecopomic sccisl and psychological burdens that an idle aging population might place
on society, '

29, The aplng of the population also has seriocus implications with regard to social
development. The countries of the developing world are undergoing changes in the
social sphere more rapidly and in a shorter space of time than was the case with the
more developed world. Rural development, new polltlcal syatens, changes 1n
education, technical and employment needs, advances in communication, medical and
nutritional sciences and & wide variety of other changes are under way in the mnore
traditional societies of the developing world in an unprecedented manner. The more
developed countries have had many decades and, in zome cases, centuries to adapt to
such changes; many developing countries have had to cope with them in a relatively
few years. In both the developed and the developing world, however, these changes
have had striking effects on socliety as a whole as well as on aging persons
themselves.

30. In meny countries, including developing countries in particular, rapid social
change cceurring alongside econcmic development has pesuited in problems, at times
severe, in the situation of the major population groups, ineluding the aging., Ways
anéd means of minimizing or negating the negative impiications of social change on
society were stressed as an important topic of disuession for the World Asszembly.

1. Another area within this broad developmental context, which was emphasized by
Member States as dezerving of priority attention, was the effect of aging
nopulztions on integrated rural development. Uonsistently over the last decade, in
international forums and meetings, Member States have stressed the need for rural
development. Meny rural areas of heavy migration in both developed and developing
countries are being depleted of their younger populations and are being ieft with
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pepulations whose age distribution could be unfavourable to econcmic development.
Thus, in many countries the revitalization of the countryside is a priority goal.
Taking this into account, many Member States and non-govermnmental organizations
emphasized the need to invesitigate possible action programmes that could serve to
promote integrated rural development by retraining the older population and using
their skills and resources,

32. Fipally, Member States and international organizations that responded to the
Secretary-General ‘s inquiry suggested that special consideration should be given at
the World Assembly on the Flderly to international action and programmes in the
field of the aging. Ways should be explcored in which the international
organizations might render assistance to national pregrammes which incorperated the
aging in the development process. Attention should be given to the types of
agsistance available from the organizations in the United Nations system, inecluding
the training of national personnel, the provision of advisory services upon request,
the carrying out of research and technical assistance, the vprovision of technical
information and the direct support of national programmes in that field. The
programes of governmental and non-governmental international organizations should
also be examined, as well as bilateral aid programmes and those of foundations and
other private agencies, in an effort to develop an understanding of the size and
types of technical co-operation rescurces available.
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ITT. ORGANIZATION AND OBJECTIVES

L&, Purposes and objectives

33. The basic purposes to be served by the convening of a World Assembly on the
Wlderly are set out in general terms in General Assembly resolution 33/52 of
14 December 1978, particularly where the Assembly recognizes:

"The need to call world-wide attention to the sericus problems besetting a
crowing portion of the populations of the world"

and decides to organize a World Assembly in 1982

ias a forum to launch an international action programme aimed at guaranteeing
economic and social security to older persons, as well as opportunities to
contribute to naticnal development'.

34, The brief analysis of the major issues of the aging within the context of
development attempted in the preceding section suggests lines along which the
purnoses and objectives of the proposed World Assembly can be further defined.

35. Although there have always been aged segments cf the population, only in the
last few decades has the attention of individual nations and the world community
been drawn to the sccial, economic, political and secientific questions raised by
the phenomenon of aging. This growing awareness has led to a wealth of scientific
knowvledge and technological skill that has been analysed, discussed and reviewed
in many scientific and technical meetings and congresses sponsored by national
Qovermments and international agencies.

36, 'The universality of the aging phenomencn and the related serious issues that
have been raised in developed and developing countries alike call for governmental
and intergovermmental action everywhere. The General Assembly, however, clearly
did not wish tihe 1982 World Assembly to be conceived of as a gathering of
scientists for detziled discussions of specialized problems pertaining to the
improvement of the physio-biological and socio-cultural aspects of the aging, nor
did it suggest the initiaticn by the United Nations of new research projects on
these issues. The World Assembly should rather be conceived of as an important
means of stimulating and providing guidelines for action by national Governments
and international orgenizations in their attempts to achieve concrete solutions to
the various issues related to aging.

7. The main cbjective of the World Assembly, as indicated in General Assembly
resolution 33/52, would be to launch an international action programme aimed at
guaranteeing economic and social security to older persons, as well as
opportunities to contribute to naticnal development.

38, With this object in mind, the purpcoses of the World Assembly could be
described as follows:
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(a) To focus the attention of Governments on the various issues of aging in
designing policies and programmes for economic and social development in both
developed and developing countries:

(b) To provide an international forum for an exchange of views among
Governments on the ways and means of dealing with issues of the aging, ineluding
the machinery required for administrative and legislative actions:

(e) To identify aspects of various issues and consider methods to meet the
need for action at the national, regional and international level and to consider,
in particular, how countries can, through increased international co-operation,
derive benefit from the knowledge and experience already acquired regarding the
various issues of the aging;

(d) To focus attention on and encourage wider participation in and support
for present and future activities and programmes of United Nations organizaticns

and other international organizations related to aging and to give them guidelines
and directions,

39. A number of additicnal objectives might be included in the World Assembly's
programme, among which could be mentioned the adeption of certain basic premises
and ccnsiderations to guide the action of Covernments and intergovernmental
organizations, as well as non-govermmental organizations, institutions and
individuals, with regard to the question of aging. Such premises could include the
recognition that policies on aging are essential in order to #2ssure tle increesing
numbers and proportions of older persons of their basic human rights - full
participation in and contribution to, as well as protection in, the society of
which they are a part. In this connexion, the World Assembly may wish to consider
including in the international action programme measures to strengthen the
implementation of existing instruments and programmes and to broaden and place
them in a more timely context. This would help to stimulate national and
international action to meet the needs and resolve the issues relating to aging,
particularly the two major groups of issues - humanitarian and developmental -
dealt with in section I.C a@bove. Furthermore, policies on the aging are essential
to ensure that the international action programme is optimally responsive and
effective and is used to the maximum extent possible. TIn the light of the
consultations with Member States, it is suggested that the World Assembly on the
Hderly may wish to consider a declaration on the rights of the elderly, which
could be advantagecusly used as a common basis and a frame of reference Tor the
development of national policies.

Lo. Although the primary emphasis of the World Assembly will be on action,
importance must be given to the provision of information regarding the significance
of the issues of aging, since on this will depend the support needed for effective
action. The necesgsary steps should therefore be taken before, during and after

the World Assembly tc bring to public attention the issues, deliberations and
recommendations of the World Assembly .,
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B. Scone

41. With the above purposes and objectives in mind, the World Assembly should not
be involved in narrow technical discussions, but should address itself to broad
topics of general human concern, In other words, it should principally consider
the effects of the aging on economic, social and cultural development and how this
development in its turn affects the aging. The concentration of the World Assembly
on issues leading to action will aubtematiecally leave aside those aspects of the
problems which do not call for or are not amenable to such action. Topiecs of
interest, no matier how great their thecretical importance, should not be
considered unless they can conceivably lead to an action programme.,

C. Tarticipation

42, To gecure the objectives of the World Assembly, it is important that
delegations should be at the policy-making level and be representative of a wide
range of disciplines, such as statistics, health, welfare, education, economics,
population, planning, housing, public administration, urbanization and rural
development and that this should include experts in the biclogical and social
sciences, econcmics, education, information, health, populaticn, welfare, housing
and planning. The major emphasis, however, should be placed on the
interdisciplinary aspects of the issues, and areas of broad concern should be
underlined.

43, The specialized agencies, which will be closely associated with all stages of
the preparation of the World Assembly, will be represented.

4y, In addition, appropriate intergoverumental and non-governmental organizations
will be invited to aszist in the preparation and to participate in the Assembly.

T. Duration and timing

45, In accordance with General Assembly resolution 33/52, the World Assembly is
to be held in 1982, Unless decided otherwise by the General Assembly, a special
conference is normally held where the substantive department or office responsible
for servicing the conference is located. Therefore, and without prejudice to any
invitation which may be extended by a Member State to act as host to the World
Assembly, the Secretary-General proposes that it be held in the latter half of
1982, for a duraticn of two weeks, at Vienna, where the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs is located,

E. Dcecumentation

L6. A basic principle deriving from the above general approach is that the World
Assembly will have a limited number of working documents prepared for it in
advance, relating to the various issues and types of action included in its
programme, In additicn, the World Assembly will have before it material prepared
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by the specialized agencies and other international organizations. The
documentation envisaged for the World Agsembly will thus inciude:

(a) Working documents. In order to set the framework of the World Assembly
in the first plenary session, two introductory papers will be prepared. These
introductory papers will, in particular, take into account the main conclusions
deriving from national reports and reports of regional meetings (see para. L
below). A number of discussion papers will be prepared for each of the main
topics selected for the Programme ,

(b) Reports contributed by interested specialized agencies and international
organizaticns

YT, In addition, each country will be invited to prepare a national report which
will analyse, prefersbly in accordance with a uniform general outline, the main
issues, both humanitarian and developmental with which it has to deal, the ways in
which they are handled and the experience acquired in this respect. Copies of
national reports cculd be mede available to the Secretariat well in advance so
that their content could bhe analysed and used in the preparation of the working
documents. These national reports will not be translated or published, but could
be distributed by the delegations at the time of the Aszembly or made available

to other countries heforehand.

F. O0fficial languages

L. It is suggested that the official languages of the World Assembly should be
those of the General Assembly (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish).

G. Preparatory work

49, Preparations must begin as early as possible in crder to ensure full
particivation in and prenaration for the Assembly by Member States.

50. In the preparations for and the organization of the World Assembly, the
Secretary-General would welcome the assistance of an advisory intergovernmental
body. He would therefore like to suggest that an advigory committee be established
by the Generel Assembly to assist in the formulaticn of a draft international action
programe for the elderly. The committee would alsc advise on such matters as the
provisional agenda, programme and organization of the World Assembly, the .
rreparation of working documents, on the draft rules of procedure and on the
outccme of the work cf the panel of experts on development and aging (see para. L8
below). The committee should have a limited merbership (23 Member States) composed
of representatives and experts familiar with the subject and apnointed on the basis
of equitable geographical distributicn. A membership of 23 States would be in line
with the compositicn of the Advisory Committee on the International Year of
Disebled Persons and of the Advisory Committee on the International Youth Year.
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51. The Secretary-General wculd like to propose that a panel of sxperis be
convened in order to provide an opportunity to consider the guestion of the aging
in the context of development needs. A report on develcopment and aging would be
prepared by the Secretariat for submission to the panel of experts. That report,
after review hy the panel, is expected to offer a basis for discussion at a series
of regional meetings on aging and development which the Secretary-General proposes
to convene in collaboration with the regional commissions. The regional meetings
would also afford an opportunity to obtain regional inputs to other preparatory
work for the Assembly, with the result that thematic substantive discussions

might be held during the Assembly, as regional variaticns would already have heen
taken into account in the preparatory work.

52. The Secretary-General would designate the Assistant Secretary-General for
Soecial Development and Humanitarian Activities as the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General to be in charge of the organization of the World Assembly.
The Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Activities would have the
substantive responsibility for the World Assembly and would function as its
secretariat. In order for the Centre to discharge its responsibilities, the
resources of the Centre would need to be strengthened.

53. Many specialirzed agencies are directly involved in major sectors of the issues
to be discussed at the World Assembly, Their full participation will be essential
at all stages of preparation of the Assembly, including participation in the
meetings of the Advisory Committee. Consideration should be given fo establishing
an ad hoc interagency task force to ensure the co-cordination of inputs of the
agencies to the preparations for the World Assembly. It is hoped that some of the
agencies which are particularly concerned with a broad area of the subject-matter
of the World Assembly will be able to assign staff members to serve as foecal points
to ensure full co-operation and co-ordination with the United Nations Secretariat.

54, Preparaticns for the World Assembly in the countries themselves should also
begin immediately. For this purpose, it is suggested, as a first step, that
countries should be invited to establish ad hoc committees or similar foecal points
in the governmental machinery to ensure appropriate liaison within the country and
to facilitate contacts with the secretariat.

55. The detailed financial implications of the proposals outlined above will be
submitted as an addendum to the present report.

56, The Secretary-General will submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth
session a report on the work of the proposed advisory committee, together with the
draft provisional agenda, the draft rules of procedure and the proposed
organization of the Werld Ascembly on the Elderiy, as well as on other matters
relating to the preparaticns for the World Assembly.





