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The lleetlng was called to order at 9.25 p.lI.

AGENDA ITEM 150 (continued)

Ct1RRBN'!' F~.NCV..L CRISIS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

(a) REPORT OF THE SEamTARY-GENERAL (A/40/l102 and Corr.l to 3, Add.l and
Add.l/Cor~.l, and Add.2 and Add.2/Corr.l

(b) REPORT OF THE ADVISORY Q)MMITTEE ON ADMnUSTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY
gJ~IONS (A/40/1l06)

(c) REPORT OF THE FIFTH Q)MMITTBE (A/40/Ull)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I must apologize for the

considerable delay in opening this meeting. I trust that in the circumstances of

the long and a~duous negotiations Members realize the delay was inevitable.

It will be recalled that the Assembly concluded the debate on this item at its

l30th plenary meeting he-1Ci on Thursday afternoon, 1 May.

At this stage of our proceedings, I wish to give an account of rtlJ impression

as to where our consideration of item 150 has led us.

Intensive consulbtions have been taking place since our last meeting. A

rather wide variety of views have been expressed in those consultations which

generally reflected the positions advanced here during the general debate on this

item.

Despite efforts to reconcile diffe~ences, a certain divergence of views about

the desirabiilty of one or the other economy measures presented in the

Secretary-General's report has continued. This is not surprising, considering that

many delegations and groups of delegations have their own sense of what activities

deserve the highest priority and hence should not be subject to modification.

Nevertheless, I am encouraged to find widespread recognition of the seriousness of

the financial crisis facing the Organization.
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(The President)

Notwithstanding tile concerns and reservations wieh have been expreued, the

proposals that: the 8ecretal'.'y-General presented to the Asseably have, by and large,

been ac:kowle4ged as being unavoidable, though regrettable, in order to keep the

" Organization in a state of solvency.
t
tt.. I Ciii sure that the entire iieiihership will asree that: it is most important: that

tit,

the Organization, as a whole, should be strengthened by the decisions that are to

be taken.
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(The Pres ident)

I believe it is especially important that these decisions represent a

consensus. They should give a signal that the membership can act together now on a

matter than threatens the Organization's '11iability, as it must, in the future, act

in resolving the underlying causes of the budgetary crisis.

Following extensive consultations with all groups and with the

Secretary~neral, I believe that a consensus can be reached on the following basis.

First, the secretary-General's suggestion that the forty-first session of the

General Assembly be curtailed by three weeks is obviously dependent on the way in

which the General Assembly at that session organizes its work and the progress that

it makes. The Assembly is the master of its own procedure. In the autumn, at its

forty-first session, it will certainly give consideration to the action to be taken

on the Secretary~neral'sproposals, in the light of the financial situation then

prevailing. I have noted that the Economic and Social Council has already acted to

reduce the length of its current session. I appreciate that decision, and I am

sure that both it ,and the Trusteeship Council will take the decisions that are most

appropriate in organizing their work this year.

secondly, with regard to the special session on Namibia, I believe there

should be no problem in holding it in a manner that could achieve substantial

savings. After consultations, I suggest that if the forty-first session, after

opening on 16 September, were to be adjourned until the following Monday, and the

special session were held in that period, including the saturday, the regular

session could resume immedia tely thereafter. In our following that procedure,

additional travel costs of that special session would be avoided.

Thirdly, the Secretary~neral has indicated that he will review the other

items in his report in the light of the evolvi~9 financial situation and report to

the General Assembly at its forty-first session. It is understood that no project

or programme will be eliminated for which adequate financial resources are

."
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(The President)

available. After holding consultations with the secretary-General on the matter, I

wish to add that he is fully determi~eC; to ~e.~uest that the forthieth session be

resumed if and when the situation requires,lmd that he will keep all meJrbers..l regularly informed on all relevant events.

'.. I wish to stress that the proposals made by the secretary-General are

temporary measures relating expressly to 1986 and not extending beyond this year.

At this point, I wish to re-emEbasize that all Members have a contractual

obligation under the Charter to pay their duly assessed contributions. I therefore

urge all Mel\i)ers to remain up to date in the payment of their assessments. I also

appeal Dor generous voluntary contributions to the special account in order to help

the Organization overcome the present financial difficulties.

In the circumstances, and since no resolution has been introduced to dispose

of the item after the debate, I suggest that the secretary-General proceed

according to the proposals he has suggested in his report (A/40/1l02 and Corr.l to

3, Add.l ana Add.l/Corr.l, Add.2 and Add.2/Corr.l and Add. 3) , in line with the

comments 1 have just made and taking into account the report of the Fifth Committee

(A/40/111l). I sense there is widespread recognition of the fact th,t, as Chief

Administrative Officer, the 8ecretary-General has the responsibility prudently to

administer the ongoing work of the Organization, with due regard both for the

wishes of the General Assembly and for the resources available to implement them.

If I hear no objection, I shall take it the General Assel\i)ly agrees that the

Secretary-General should proceed on the basis I have just described.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to thank all

representatives for their understanding and co-operation.

The meeting rose at 9.40 p.m.


