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QUESTimr CF THE HUMMr RIGHTS . OF ALL PERSONS SUBJE_CTED 
TO ANY F ORI'1 OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT, Ilir PARTICULAR: 

(a) TORTURE ANTI OTHER CRUEL, IllliUMf\.N OR DEGRADING 
'l'REA TMENT OR PtJNISHMEl!TT; 

(b) QUESTIOU CF MISSING ANTI DISAPPEARED PERSONS 

Declaration·submitted b the Women's International Democratic Federation, 
a . non- ovcrnmontal or anization in consultative status Cato or · I 

The Secretary-General has re.coivod the following communication, which is 
circulated ih accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1296 (XLIV) 

[13 February 1980] 

Since· its inception and pursuant to its programme, the Women's International 
Democratic Federation has attached groat importance to the furtherance of the 
principles sot forth in tho Charter of the United Nations and the Universal 
Doclam tion of Human Rights. 

WIIIB', which is untiring in ~.ts efforts to promote the rights of v-1om0n and 
children and to achieve social progress and peace, · is highly appreciative of the 
activities undertaken by tho Corru~ission on Human Rights to put into effect the 
noble aims set forth · in international instrumen, ts concerned . ,~i th the defence of 
human rights and' is doing everything in its power to bring them to the o.ttention 
of tho broadest possible sectors of the female _population, 

WIDF endorses the principle, set forth in Unitod Nations General Assembly 
resolution 32/130, that all oconoinic, political, social l!lld cultural rights are 
intcrd0pondcnt, and corisidors that the question of the human rights of all persons 
subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment ·should be viewed ,d thin a · 
broD,d context of the enjoyment of human rights. The Federation has in its possession 
files supported by considerable documontary qyidenco which prove beyond a:ny doubt 
that al)arthoid, racial discrimino.tion, fascism, colonialisl:l, foreign aggros·sioq and 
occupation, war and. all. tho other forms of violation of the sovereignty and 
torri torinl integrity of countries against tho wish of their peoples · to achie_ve 
national indopondcnce by-· their own endeavours .. are and give rise td oass and flagrant 
violations of all human rights, · 
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On tho other hand, in count:dos whoso Governments protect the ecorioriic, 
social, political Md cui turc1l rights of their citizens, human rights, incluc1ing 
those of persons subjected to inprisonrwnt, aro safeguarded in conformity with 
the instruments of intornc1tional legislation, 

li.t the same time we express our concon1 at tho fact that a number of States 
members of tho Uni tcd ilfa tions have not hi thorto cormittod thc1:isol vos to co1,1plying 
with the specific obligations of protecting hur:ian rights by ratifying or adopting 
the relevant international instruments. 

The distressing toshriony brought to tho attention of WIDF by national 
organizations and parents of victius, and regularly transmitted by tho Fodoration 
to the Di vision of Hw:w .. u Rights arc evidence that wherever there arc inhtu,1an 
fascist and military dictatorships, inhur1a110 rcprossivG regitws 2..nd apartheid, 
which ride roughshod over tho nost olcmontai0 y rights of men, wor,1011 and children, 
tho application of the principle that 11no 0110 shall be subjected to tortur0 or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading trea traent or punishr.10n t 11 , sot .t orth in arti clo 5 of 
tho Universal Declaration of Human Rights, faces fundamental obstacles. 

WIDF has on many occasions denounced prolonged or indofinito arrest, detention 
without trial or ,~ithout prison so~1tence imposed by law, syster1atic torture, tho 
disappearance of dotaineos, nurder, suramary execution and other acts contrary to 
all legal and moral stan durds porpotra tec1 in southern Africa, tho occupiea_ Arab 
territories, Chile and other countries, especially those of Latin li.morica, where 
regimes devoid of any popular support c1eny men, women and children their 
fundruJental rights, 

Tho apartheid regi1:10 is indulging in over greatGr repression against the 
people, Thousands of persons, including women and children, are thrown into prison 
and live in inhwnan conditions, 

The sophisticated methods of torture and the atrocities cor.~nittod by the 
South African secret police arc beyond hunan compr~hension, Eye-witnesses have 
reported that the latest rJethod has boon -to drop the victims, still alive, from 
helicopters into pi ts teeming with vononous sna.lces, 

In the occupied Arab territories, Palestinian women and children, as well as 
other detainees, arc subjected to terrible torture, and large rnm.bors of 
schoolchildren between the ages of 11 and 17 are in prison there for having taken 
part in p0aceful demonstrn:l;ions against the Israeli occupation, 

The Chilean authorities 2.fford their citizens no :protGction against clandestine 
arrests or against torture or abduction, Petitions sent in by farailies to obtain 
infornation about their "missing" relatives and to ci,sk for their 1ives to bo 
protected elicit no response. 

WIDF, which is steadfast in its efforts to safeguard the rights of women and 
children, drmrn tho attention of the Cormission on Human Rights to the case of 
numerous women who arc in prison in these countries 1 arc subjected to all kinds of 
persecution, and are sornetinos tortured to d0ath or disappear. Among them have 
been pregnant women whose f2.te, and that of their bc1bios who tmst have been born 
after thoy went to prison, is unlmown, 
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At this thirty-sixth session o.f tho Co1:u:iission on Human Rights, the first 
to be holcl since 1979, tho year proclai1;1ed by the United Nations as tho 
Int0rnational Year of the Child, whoso noble n.ims have boon supported by all 
those concerned with solving the problrn:is of children, we drm-1 attention 
particularly to tho fate of tho children in th_oso countries who have been arrested 
or fr1prisoned or confined in concentration camps, who are subjected to tho saE10 
cruel trea tnent as adults, n.ncl who are very often conpellod to be present when 
torture is inflicted upon their parents, 

On the basis of the foregoing, WITIB' takes the liberty of proposing to the 
Cor.1r:1ission on Hwnru1 Rights that the question of situations revealing flagrant 
and systematic violations o.f hmian rights, with ripocial rnnphasis on cases involving 
wo:r:aen and children, should be submitted to the thirty-seventh session o.f tho 
Commission for discussion, This would bo in accordance with tho ideas sot forth 
in paragraph 1 of resolution 32/130 adoptoa_ by the General Assembly of tho 
United Nations and calling for .concerted action by the United Nations agencies in 
activities dealing essentially with huraan rights questions. 




