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INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 43/178 of 20 December 1988, the General Assembly
roquested the Secretary-General to charge the United Nations Centre for Hwnun
Settlements (Habitat) with th<\ supervision of the development of the proqranu,lo
of economic and social assistance to the Palestinian people and to report to
the Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, on the progress made in
implementing the resolution. Pursuant to tnis resolution, the
Secretary-General submitted a report on assistance to the Palestinian people
(A/45/503) to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session.

2. Fo11~wi~g its consideration of the Secretary-General's roport, the
General Assembly adopted resolution 45/183 of 21 December 199J, on assistance
to the Palestinian people, in which it, inter ali~, took note of the report ot
the Secretary-General on assistance to the Palestinian people; requestod tho
World Food Programme to provide food assistance to the Palastlnian people in
the occupied Palestinian territory; requested the international community, the
organizations of the United Nations system and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to sustain and increase their assistanco to tho
Palestinian people, in close cooperation with the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO); called for treatment on a transit basis of Palestinian
exports and imports passing through neighbouring ports and points of exit and
entry; also called for the granting of trade concessions and concrete
preferential measures for Palestinian exports on the basis of Palestinian
certificates of origin; reiterated its call for the implementation of
development projects in the occupied Palestinian territory, inclUding the
projects mentioned in General Assembly resolution 39/223 of 18 December 1984,
and requested the Secretary-General to report in full to the General Assembly
at its forty-siw.th se~aion, through the Economic and Social Council, on the
progress made in the implementation of the resolution.

3. On behalf of the Secretary-General, the Executive Director of UNCHS
(Habitat) wr~te to the various concerned sources requesting information on the
implementation of the above-mentioned resolution. Given ~elow are the
swnmaries of the replies received.

4. Any additional inf~rmation received will be issued as an addendum to the
presont report.

/ ...
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11. REPLIES FROM THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

A. United Nations

1. Unltoa Natlons Children's Funa

5. UNICEF has been supporting programmes for Palestinian children and women
in Jordan. Syria. Lebanon and the West Bank and Gaza since 1080. Assistance
in the fields of health. pre-school and primary education. women's programmes.
water supply and sanitation is provided in close cooperation with UNRWA and
other relevant United Nations agencies. Emphasis has been placed on the
reduction of infant mortality rates through improvements in primary health
care and the promotion of health education for mothers and primary school
children. Sp~cial attention has been given to the protection of children
against the six vaccine-preventable diseases. control of diarrh~eal diseases.
control of acute respiratory infections and promotion of s~fe delivery
practices for m~thers. Since the beginning of the Gulf crisis in August 1990.
strenuous efforts have been made to sustain the above-mentioned programme.
New programmes have also been planned to address the impact of the crisis.

Palestinians in Jordan

6. During the 1980s. UNICEF working in close cooperation with the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA). helped to achieve a considerable reduction in infant mortality
rates. The infant mortal!ty rate among Palestinians has fallen from 59 to
35 per 1.000 live births during the period 1980 to 1990. The main
contributory factor to this reduction is UNICEF's promotion of child
immunization. control of diarrhoeal diseases and control of acute respiratory
infections. Immunization coverage levels for DPT3 and OPV3 were increased
from 30 per cent in 1980 to 99 per (:ent in 1990. Coverage for measles was
also increased to 90 per cent. Deaths a~ising from diarrhoeal diseases have
been reduced from more than 3.000 per annum in the early 19aOs to just
100 per year at present. UNICEF provided vaccines. syringes. cold chain
equipment and oral rehydration salts. Other programmes supported by UNICEF
include an income-generating programme for women and the provision of basic
health education for mothers.

7. A new programme of cooperation for the period 1990-1994. approved by the
1990 UNICEF Executive Board. aims to sustain the gains made in ~ne field of
immunization. control of diarrhoeal disease and control of acute respiratory
infections. It places increased emphasis on promoting safe motherhood so as
to prevent and reduce disabilities among children. Two new programmes were
also initiated. The first is an early childhood development programme which
involves kindergarten teachers and parents in effective early educatIonal
stimulation of young children. The second programme is An action-oriented
school health project in which teachers are trained to pass on vital health
information to school children.

I . .•



A/461204
E/109l/80
English
Page 5

8. Under the regular programme, UNICEP continues to providft through UNkWA
supplies and equipment for the i~nuni~ation programme and ORS for control of
diarrhoeal diseases. UNICEF supported the training of 100 UNRWA medical and
paramedical staff with special emphasis on primary health care sarvices, sate
mothorhood and early detection of disability. The comprehensive health
education programme has roachod ovor 85 per cont of women. Nutrition
education classes to equip Inothors with knowledge for b~tter feeding of their
children and families have been or9ani~ed. A survey was conducted to find out
the major causes of child morbidity und a medium-term campaign on prevention
of disability was launched in November 1990.

9. Following the Gulf crisis, somo 400,000 Palestinians have returned to
Jordan. UNICEF supported a study on the impact of the crisis on women and
children in Jordan. The study shows that: the percentage of families living
below the poverty line has increasod to 30 per cent of all families (i.e.
1 million J~rdan/Palestinians), 5 por cent of the population (i.e.
150,000 people) are absolute poor, unemployment has surged beyond 30 per cent,
anaemia and malnutrition among women and children are on the ris~, over
40,000 students have returned from the Gulf and as a result the educational
facilities and the health services are overstretched. Thus, the gains that
Jordan had made in social services are now threatened. UNICEF has prepared a
plan of action to minimize the adverse lmpact of the crisis on both Jorddnian
and Palestinian children. The plan includes support for nutrition, health,
basic education, income generation and information retrieval programmes in the
wnount of $US 6.2 million.

10. As in the case of Jordan, UNICEF, in close collaboration ~ith UNRWA, has
contributed to progress in child survival. During the period 1984 to 1989,
the infant mortality rate docli~Dd from 41 to 32 per 1,000 live births.
Universal child immunization was attainod several years ahead of the 1990
target date and has been successfully sustained. The majority of mothers havo
been made aware through an effective community education campaign on how to
prevent dehydration during diarrhoeal diseases.

11. UNICEF supported a water supply and sanitation programme to provide clean
water and a sewage network for 7,000 people. Pumps were also provided to
increase water supply for un additionul 6,000 poople in 8 camps. UNICEF, in
collaboration with GOPAR, the Syrian government agency responsible for
Palestinians, has provided educational materials, basic equipment, furniture,
and kindergarten teacher tl:'ain.hlg in I:'efugee camps.

12. In 1991, the Executive Board will have before it a new programme of
assistance in the amount of $1.6 billion for the period 1991-1994, which
includes assistance tOI (a) health (immunization, control of diarrhoeal
diseasos and control of acute respiratory infections), (b) a women's
devolopment programme (which uims to roduce female illiteracy from 25 to
15 per cont, increase women's sharo in the labour force from 11 to 25 per cent
and reduce neo-natal and muternal mortality and morbidity by 25 per cent by

I • ••
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1994), (c) early childhood development (which aims to upgrade the quallty an:)
increase access to early childhood stimulation.

13. In addition, UNICEF plans to address the problolns arising from the Gulf
crisis following the rosult of impact studies which are under way in the
rogion.

West Dank and G810

14. UNICEF-supported activities during the 198019 were primarily in the field
of child survival. In cooperation with UNRWA, UNICEF has helped to achieve
and sustain universal child immunization and to promote the use of ORS. In
recent years, UNICEF assistance has focused on the joint UNICEF/UNRWA
physiotherapy programme which was set up to provide eme~gency assistance to
children Buffering from limb fractures sustained during the current situation.

15. A programme designed to minimize the impact of the Gulf crisis has
recently boen prepared. It providos for health assistance, including support
for growth monitoring and well-baby ~linics, child and maternal anaemia,
control of diarrhoeal disease, control of acute respiratory infections and
supplies of essential drugs. Funds for short-term credit for agricultural and
industrial activities are also provided. The programme is now under r.eview.

fQlestinians in Lebanon

16. The UNICEF-sponsored Education for Peace Programme has played an
important role in a country whera, after 15 years of civil war, violence and
destruction have become a way of life. In the summer of 1989 and again in
1990, camps were organized to bring together over 2,000 Palestinian children
with Lebanese children from other backgrounds so that they may experience
together the beauty of peacoful living and appreciate and learn from each
other's experience.

17. Another focus of UNICEF support has been th~ rebuilding of the
war-damaged water and sanitDtiox~ infrastructure in Palestinian refugee camps
in the Beirut area. In the Saida and Tyre camps the water supply system was
repaired. In the Borj Al-Barajneh and Chatilla camps nine water tanks were
installed and a potable water distribution system was set up. UNICEF, in
close cooperation with UNRWA, also continues to provide vaccines required for
Palestinian children. Literacy and income-generating activities have also
received UNICEF support.

18. A plan of action to support women's development, early childhood
stimulation and ~ater supply and sanitation programme~ ha~ recently beon
prepar~d by the field office and is under consideration.

I • ••
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2. United Nat!ons Contorence Q~A~ and P8velopment

19. Pursuant to Conference resolutions 146 (VI) and 169 {VII) and the work
programme of the UNCTAD secretariat for the biennium 1990-1001, the Special
Economic Unit within the UNCTAD secretariat conaentrated its work, during the
period under review (July lOgO-June 1091), on four main areas, namel¥l
(a) monitoring and analysing policies and practices of Israeli occup~tion

authorities that hamper economic development in the occupied Palestinian
torritory; (b) investigating the impact of such policies and practices on koy
economic sectors; (c) developing the database of the Unit, including the
dissemination of relevant qualitative and quantitative information on the
economy of the occupied Palestinian territory; and (d) coordinating with and
contributing to the relevant activities of the organizations of the United
Nations system, pursuant to relevant Genoral Assembly resolutions regarding
assistance to the Palestinian people and economic and social conditions in the
occupied Palestinian territory. In carrying out these activities, close
consultations were maintained with Palestinia~ ~nd other concerned authorities.

20. The forthcoming report of the UNCTAD secretariat to tbe Trade and
Development Board at its thir~y-eighth &ession monitors main developments in
the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory during the period under
review. It ~rovides updated information on the impact of the Palestinian
uprising and related Israeli measures on the aggregate and sectoral
performance of the Palestinian econ~my. Special attention is given to the
impact of the recent crisis on t~e Palestinian economy, with particular
reference to the plight of Palestinian migrant workers, as well as the effects
of the d~clining levels of remittances and transfers to t~e occupied
Palestinian territory and continuing deficiencies in tho domestic production
base. The report also identifies feasible measures aimed at redressing the
deterioriating economic situation.

21. The UNCTAD secretariat intensified work on the preparation of the
intersectoral study entitled "The West Bank and Gaza Stripl prospects for
sustained economic and social development". Within the over~ll framo of this
study, 27 main sectors, subsectors and issues were identified for in-depth
investigation. Detailed outlines were dove loped and 25 specific studios have
been commi.ssioned covering various economic and social se~tors/issues. These
include agriculture, industry, energy, housing, water r~sources, population
and labour, transport, services, finance, education, health, public
administration, social welfare services and others.

22. The outlines of these studies are structured in such a manner as to
correspond to the three parts of the general outline establisheo for the
overall intersectoral study itself, namely, an analysis and assessment of
economic and social developments over the past 24 years of occupation, an
investigation of prospects for the future, and the formulation of a frame of
reference for feasible strategies. policy o~tion8 and measures for action. To
the extent possible, these outlines of specific studies have bden brought to
the attention of the relevant organizations of the United Nations system with
a view to coordinating efforts and soliciting their observations and possible

I •••
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contributions. In view of the positive and encouraging responses roceived
ft'om the orqanillations contacted, the UNCTAD secretariat wUI endeavour to
benet'it from their expertise and pl'omote fUl't.hor cooperation towards the
completion of the intersectoral study, thus providing an integratod framowork
for planning the magnitude and direction of international assiatanca to the
Palestinian people.

23. While embarking on tho preparation of the in-depth specific studies, the
UNCTAD secretariat has also initiated work ~n a conceptual/analytical
framework which will provide technical guidolinos for investigating, undor
difforent scenarios, future prospects in eacil economic l!lnd social field where
a specific stUdy is being prepared. The findings of the specific studies will
be subsequently integrated into a substantive fr~~e of reference outliuing
development prospects, strategies and policy options for action at various
levels. Owing to the difficulties encountored as a result of the orisis in
the region, the intersectoral study is now expectod to te completed by tho
first semester of 1992. For further information on th~s activity, referenco
is made to the Secretary-General's report to the second regular session of the
Economic and Social Council on the impl~mentation of General Assembly
r.esolution 44/174 entitled "Living conditions of the Palestinian people in the
occupied Palestinian territory".

24. Work has been completed on the in-dopth study of "Tourism and related
activities in the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory". The study
is now being finalized for publication. The study examines the performance of
this sector prior to and since the Israeli occupation, including an analysis
of the importance of tourism for the Palestinian oconomy. Emphasia has been
focused on the factors that have const~ained the performance of this sector up
to 1987 and SUbsequently during the Palestinian uprising. Special attention
is given to an assessment of its immediate outlook and needs fOl revival,
including measures for immediate action. The prospects for the sustained
growth and long-term development of the sector will be invostigated separatoly
within the frame of the over 11 intersectorul study. To the extent possible
and where relevant, attompts have been made to coordinate these efforts with
those of the World Tourism Organization (WTO), inclUding consultations on
substantive issues with the relevant staff of WTO.

25. During the period under review, the work of the secretariat on its
database on the economy of the occupied Palestinian territ~li culminated in
the publication of the "Database extract9 on economic issues and relatod
Israeli practices in the occupied Palestinian territory (West Bank and GazB
Strip), January-December 1989" (UNCTAD/RDP/SEU/4). This is the fourth in the
series of monitoring reports on economic and social issues and relate~ Israoli
policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian territory. AlonJ with the
previous issues, the document is intended tOI (a) constitute a cumulativ~

chronology of major developments and relatod issues which dominate economic
activities in the occupied Palestinian torritory; (b) serve as a useful
cWllulative source of reference for further investigation of the issues
concorned; and (c) supplement both quantitative and qualitative information
and analysis contained in the reports and studies undortaken by the UNCTAD
secr~tariat on the economy of the occupiod Palestinian territory.

/ ...
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26. Work was intensified on the struct.uring of' the stiltiatieal selle8 in tho
UNCTAD ~ecretariat's database on the economy of the occupied Palestinil1n
ten',i tory in line wi th the Economic Time Series in use at the UNCTAD
seoretariat. ~his entailed t.he identification of data sources, followod by
the olassification, entry, verification and tabulatiorl ot available aedes tOl'

the period 1968-1987. covering national inoome account~, balance of payments,
external merchandise trade, population and labour force. Apart from serving
as a consolidated source of quantitativo information on the Palestinian
economy for over 20 years of the occupation period, the new statistical seriou
also provides the basis for the UNCTAD socretariat's present task of I1ssessing
futuro growth trends and establishing targets under different scenarios, in
connection wit~ the preparation of the overall intersectoral study, montic)nod
abovo.

27. In line with work programme requirements and coupled with the proviaions
of resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council and the General
Assombly during the period under review, the UNCTAD secretariat has
intensified eff~~ts to strengthen coordination and cooperation with an
increasing number of the United Nations organizations, international
uon-govorrunental organizationm and others involved in work on and/or concornou
with the economic and social situation of the P~lestinian people in the
occupied Palestinian territory. This included the dispatch of missions to
An~an, Cairo and Tunis. Regarding access to the occupied Palestinian
territory by the staff of the UNCTAD secrotariat, the Israeli occupation
a.uthorities have not yet rosponded to tho latest roquest of UNCTAD on the
matter.

3. United Nlltioml Poyolo~.lI.Ont.~r(O_9.UlDmQ.

28. In response to General Assembly resolution 45/183, as WAll as other
rolovant resolutions and decisions of the Genoral Assembly, the Economic und
Social Council and the UNDP Governing Council, tho UNDP Programme of
Assistance to the Palestinian People has boon expanded considerably. In 1990,
estimated delivory figures for dovolopmont assistanco In the occupied
Palestinian ton'itorie8 incroased to approximnl,ely $US 11. million, as compux'u<'l
to a rate of deli~ery of $3.8 million in 19ij9.

29. In preparing for future assistance to Lho Palestinian people during Lho
poriod 1992-1996. the UNDP Governing Council, at its special sossion in
February 1991, increased by 25 per cent tho lovel of rosources availablo to
the Programme of Assistance (from $12~$lS million). As a result, the lovel ot
contral resources for the Palostinian poople Is greater than funds oarmarkod
by UNDP for over 90 other countrios und territorios.

30. With supplemental funding providod by othor donor GovornmentB and
organizations. now inclUding tho Arab Gulf l"und for Unitod Nations Devolopment
Organizations. Canada. Grooco, Italy. Japan, Jordun, Tunisia, and the United
States of Amoricll. UNDP Programmo of Assistanco to tho Palostinian Pooplo hlHl

boen active for ovor a docado. Sinco ftu incoption in 1980, the UNDP

I • ••
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{]ovtn:n.1nq Council hl:t.1'J 611u(llittU.'.t $40.5 11l11l!on to thh l:t.utivity, includlu(J thu
HHJ2-1UU6 l:t.llocation, [\net OVlU' $22 million hlu~ baan lll'ovidod in 8uPJ.'lullllmt"1
t'undinq.

31. Current and futuro activities of PAfV will focus on opportunities tor
llalufJtinilln tmtl'ttla'tUlUul'~hip and umploymunt, envi .... olunental uonourna and hunllul
development. In 1990 thu AdnainiBtl'l.~tol' of UNDll annOUnc.ltH'l the designation ut "
Spucial Rep ....e8untative to have ovorall responsibility for UNUV autivitie~ in
the oocupied Palestinian torritories. 110 wl11 take up thoSQ rospollNibilll1ua
in utuly 1991.

32. UNl':f, in coopul'ation with t.ho World Jlealth Ol'ganhlation (WIIO) ltoqionll.1
Offico for the ~asturn Mttditerrunuan, located in Aloxandria, Kqypt, h"fJ U
pl'ojeot entit.led "Training ooursu on water supply, f1anitlltiorl l:t.nd hoalth tOI'

onvh'onmuntal health officors working with the Palefltinian people". The
long-term objective of the project ifJ to Imgrove the quality of tho d~inking

w~tor supply, sl:t.nitation and food hygiene 50 D5 to contribute to the control
of diarrhoeal Dnd other water-boa."ne dhtUUl8S in Palofitinian refuqeo cw"p~.

Tho short-term objoctive is to faoilitate training In pollution oontrol and
flound ma¥lllqoment of environmont~I'olateddisoasos in thp VlSlu8tinian rofugoo
ClUllpS and f:lettlement9. The 1,rojoct wafJ initiated in (t'ebl'ulu'y 1009 and tu
oxpoctod to run through Juno 1991. U~~V'n contribution i9 approximatoly
$US 30,POO in cash whilo WHO contributo9 $1b,QaO, in kind.

:n. Two tl'aining coursos havu flO fur btHJn hold in Anunlln, JOl'dlln, from !) tu
16 Novombor 1909 and 10 to ~1 fobruary lUOO. As ~ rosult, 36 onvironmontal
01' t!iCOfS have boon tl'a!nod out uf ubout 122 in tho fOUl' f ield~ of UNl~WA. A
mnnu~l, In Afllbic and ~ngliBh, on water uupply nnd ~anltutiun has alae buon
prora~od und fiold tOBtod, 300 coploD in oach of the two lanquu90~ will bo
pUblie»hod fJhox'Uy. ~valuution of tho impact of the l)rojoot on cwnp condltlOlItl
aud \..ho pOl'fof.'munco of tx'ainud onvh'omnentul houlth ufflcUf9 is buluCj tlUl'I'lu(t
out and u l'UpOl't will bo uVI.\llublo by Juno 191H. It'utUl'O uctivitiea unu
fu.llow-,u1J will dupund un tho nVlllullLiuu mitHI!cm't1 l'twommnndl\tlolltl.

!j. UnJ.lu(l Nuliuuu l(olJ.uf ana .Wul'ka A\JOlUJY tu ..'.
llulutltl11U Rotu\lUOU J.n tho_Nuor; l!:j,\ot

lU.tl'O(luction

]40. In 1991, UNUWA it! cont..lnuing to Vl'ovit'lu uducation, hualth, l'u1101 l.lull
IlUl:llll UU1'V.lCOG aull othol' hUllIlluitol-inn ofluie;tnnco to ol1g.1blo l'altwUnu
rul~uguou in LtB flv.. floluu of 0p0l'l.1UOn, numoly, JOl'CllUl, Lobllnon, tho Hy.: 1.llu
Al'l.\b Hopublic llnd t.hu occupIod tUl'l'ltOl'y of tho Woal Dunk Dud Ou~a StdI.'. Iu
qddiliun, OlllO~gonny mousurou uro boiug currlod on in Lc~anon and llrn Woul "auk
llud Gl.l~U Stl'lp. A full uccuunt of UNnWA' G l.lcllvl titHJ CUll bu found iu thu
COlrllnltlldurHu'-·GorlOx'ul'tl t'UpOl·t. to thu Gorwnl1 AmwlIlbly. 11 'I'ho t:ol.lowln~J ill l.\

I • ..
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hl:.!ut' tlUI1II1UU'Y ut the AlJfUlOY' eJ lU'(Hlout iiot.lvt.t:.ipl:l .in the oouull.ied ten'ltor:y.
An .1mUtll1.tion uf the level of UNRWA' l:i iil:i~,htl:Ul{le to the Ilaleatin.lan
lllht1hlttmttl ot' the Weat Ullnk Ilnd Util/lll h lll'uv.lded by the budget figUI'Ul:i. ha
I.UUU, the ti n.t full ylllH' ot' the lnUtill1l1la, tJNUWA' fj uumbined l'e9Ultu: und
ua001'(JIUWV hmlgot for the Ol'QU1,led tOI'l.'!tUI'y W"ti $US 112 million. ThQ
U~luivtdont. n~Jul'e tOl' the llr.'eaeuL YOlll' it; $135 million. In llddltion to tho
HHJu1.ln' imd ell\Ol'ytUwy bUllqptfl, tibout $30 mU Uon hlls boon 1.lode;,-ful 01' rece.ivod
t:l.lrwn )IJUU on the oJl:llalldod lU'OYl'WllIl\O ut' I.\tH.lstl.UlcU l'ot'on.'ed to in pl.\l'aqrllllh 42
bolllW, lu'lulJ:lng UNUWA' 8 l'eNOUr.'CUU fm' tho ocuulded tf,u:d tOl'Y ov\U' tho 1101' 101't
190U-1991 to urnllu $510 million.

~o.ulJi.\tluu

~i!'i. ~l'ho ub:)ootivo of the AC;loucy'l:i eduotlt.lon lu'oqr.'WlIIIlO 18 to Vl'ovide, within
t,ho h'amowol'k ot' the hOflt countdo~' pl'uticribod sohonl curr:ioula, genol'al
uduuutlon at tlw elumentllry ~od vrova~atory levels, as woll as teacher Dnd
hlqhol' ul1ucutioll and voclltiOlllll lind tocho.lcal eduuatioll 1'01' PalosthlQ l'of:uqoOf.l
10 UlHl01'tlllnou with thah' eduoationul ueudti, .ldontlty and CUltUflll horituqo.
~l'hu 11l'oql:'t:\Irunu OI,ltH'tltofl with teohn.lc:.ltll aSB.lattinCo t'l'om tho Unitod Nations
KduuutiollUl, Sclontl1'io and Cultural Ol'~~nll/1ution (UNESCO). In the lD90··IU91
twhoul YOUI', tho AlJonoy lUH.! mOl'U thun 13b, 000 l)Ulil,ils unl'olluc.1 in 24., 8ohool~

hi tho OC(lUlli()d tOl'I'ltol'y tind is In'ovicting tl'dninq tor more than
1,100 vocationul and tUllchur tralnoes in itu four trllininq oontrel. Tho thruo
tl'l\,t,uhll.J lluntl'tUJ .in the Wust Ihmk, whioh went under axtondud olosure by
llllU tUl'Y ul'dol' t'r:'om DucombfJl' lYU~', W01'U uuthol'1li1ud to l'uopun in slu'lng 1\»00.
At t.hu ouluul ot' thu Oul f WIll', hOWOVU1', the Wout lItlnk '1'1'(llnln". Contl'05 "nd tho
<lu~1l 'j'I'u.Ln.Lnc.l Cuntl'u WP1'U vlotioct by milltal'y ol'dln und wal'a allowed to l'aopan
only tn tho uocond halt' ot' MIU'vh lUIH. Schoolfi in the oocupied tel'I'i.tOl'y iU"
\IOW IIpfm but thl'Ouqhout thu pol'1od of: thu lutUuullh lu.\Vu beon 5UV01'oly
d 1111' Ul'tUl't hy ut: I' 1ku s, UU I' f'tjWtl, t1.h.l t ul'1UUHlflN l\Iul (lIUNU 1'0 () 1'110 r L"O lmpo~w(l by tho
1tll',1Il1:l uut}wl'l t.iutJ.

lIu",1th

:111. 'l'ho UNUWA htH\lth Vl'oql'wlIInu ClOJnPl'lftlutJ llUI'&ilivo Ilrul 1'I'&lVuntivu mu'..
tlUIV.1lltH.I, IlUVh'Oll1llOlltu1 houlth tlul'vlcu!lI ill cwnplll uwl dillltl'!butioll of foolt
f1UI'1'111111UIII.tI to vulllol'uhlo qroups. 'l'ho IJl'OlJl'UHUlIO OpOI'otOtl with tochnit~"l

llrltd tlt.IUHJU 1:'1'om WHO. '1'ho OOllt.lllUllUUU ul' tho lnt.UoLlull UII(1 tho
I~OUI&I,IlI'IlIUl.HI\lI'Otl ompluyud by tho I ~I'uol1 ~(t(1Ud ty for:cos huve al'footud UNItWA
hOlllth rIUl'vi(lCH~ iu tho U(lCUll1ud turr1tol'y. 'l'h"" Aqorwy hut! had lo qlvu
I'd CId t.y t,o t1IlUll'qfllHly uud ouuuolty IHU'U pl'ov.ldtll1 1n thu cumps (d05oribud in
)llln,. 40 huJow), while ut t:ho fHllllU t,llllU ltIl11ut.i\.luiug ltf.i rUc,JultU' hOl$lth
1\11I,1vlt.llltl 111 uU ill'OUtJ, lu UlJ.ltu ut' int&u'l'uJ.ltiou cuutHHl by CUI't'UWtll, stl'lkltN,
dltJI,ul:1Juut:lw um) tho ltu1l1lU'llt1ulI of 001'l:ll111 lu'ontJ 1H.l clUl'.Iotl IlIlU,t.f\l'y Illtluntl.

:''1. lIcwlc'lllll cOllt.luuillq thUfW tHll'vit:IlU, UNUWA'u hUl'llth pruI;Jl'l\lllmo iu t'ocutJ1uq
lJ u thll 11IIJ.1 1UllIoul.l, t luu ut 11 lIulIIbu I' ot' uuw to t.... utuq loo 1u 1 V!J 1, 1Iw 1ull1u'l
I'ulphy lllx 111 iUlet t.l'lmt:lllorlt ut uutl'l tlol1111 "1I1101111u (which 1u h.lyhly lll'OVI\lnnt,
1II1I0lUI WOIllIlU uf' dllld .. btHu' hili ugo !lUll dllldl'OU), IIlIUlUqlllllftUt: of
If lowl.h 1'lII,unh\t..I,oll ha l11a Il.'hulI, 00111.1:01 11 f ,Ui\hut.ml 11I011 HUt:!, illlJlI'uvud
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maternal health, development of human resources for health, provision of
equipment to and improvement of blood-transfusion facilities in the
non-governmental organization hospitals in the occupied territory and the
initiation of a project for building, equipping and commissioning a 200-bed
hospital in Gaza at a cost of $US 35 million, $20 million of which represents
capital cost and $15 million operating costs for the first three years.

Relie( and social seryi'~i

38. The relief and social servic~s programme provides support to the neediest
among the Palestine refugees - "special hardship cases" - and facilitates
self-reliance. The programme consists of assistance to special hardship
cases. social case work, income-generation and related skill training, women's
programmes, rehabilitation of the disabled and assistance to refugees in
emergency situations.

39. These activities are continuing in 1991. In view of the deterioration of
the socio-economic situation in UNRWA's area of opera~~ons, the ~umber of
special hardship cases will be increased Agency-wide by 7 ~er cent. Emphasis
is being placed on setting up small group enterprises to provide employment,
especially for women from special hardship families and the disabled. The
community-based rehabilitation programme for the disabled is continuing and a
review of its development to date will be the basis of a joint UNRWA-NGO
discussion of future strategy in 1991. In the occupied territory, projects
will be developed, aiming at the vocational rehabilitation of disabled. in
particular former breadwinners injured during the intifadah.

Extraordinary measures

40. In response to the additional needs created by the inti(adab and the
Israeli responses, UNRWA introduced a programme of extraordinary measures
which, beginning in early 1988, have been extended through 1989, 1990 and
1991. The large number of casualties resulting from the intifadah has led to
a considerable expansion of the emergency medical programme. Five clinics in
Gaza now remain open 24 hours a day and the remainder open in two shifts,
while 16 clinics run double shifts in the West Bank. Additional medical
supplies and equipment, including health buses for the evacuation of
casuFlties, have been purchased and the payment of hospital costs and
subsidies has been increased. In addition, medical specialists (including
orthopaedic surgeons) have been provided and a physiotherapy programme is
being run iu conjunction with UNICEF and Medicins sans Frontieres in six
clinics in Gaza and five in the West Bank.

41. Welfare services have been expanded to assist the famJlies of those
killed, disabled or detained and to ~ope with the far-reaching soci~-economic

effects of the intifadah. Additional food is being provided to needy people
in both the West Bank and the Gaza Jtrip and needy families have received cash
grants. Distribution of food was partiCUlarly important during the prolonged
curfews imposed by the Israeli authorities durinq the Gulf war. Foodstuffs
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have been distributed to 295,000 families. Other emergency measures taken
include the provision of food supplements to 38,000 additional beneficiarles.
Finally, the Agency's extraordinary measures in the occupied territory include
a programme of general assistance and protection. The major component of this
proqramme is the placing of 12 international staff members in the West Bank
and 9 in the Gaza Strip as refugee affairs officers. These staff members huve
facilitated Agency operations in the difficult prevailing circumstances and
have assisted the refugee popUlation in their day-to-day life. The refugee
affairs officers have helped, by their presence, lo lower tensions, espdcially
during confrontations with the security forces, and to prevent maltreatment of
the refugees, especially vulnerable groups such as women and children.

Expanded programme of assistance

42. In 1988, UNRWA launched an expanded programme of assistance comprised of
projects to improve living conditions in the occupied territory. A target
working figure of SUS 65 million was set for a period of three years, of which
approximately $30 million has been received or pledged by March 1991. A high
priority in the expanded programme of assistance is to ensure that refugees
living in the 27 c~mps of the West Bank and Gaza Strip have decent shelter and
a sanitary environment. Accordingly, substantial efforts are being made to
repair and rebuild refugee shelters and to upgrade the quality of
rehabilitation. The Agency will also continue to improve camp infrastructure,
primary health care facilities including the building and equipping of
additional health centres, interhal sewage systems and integration of camp
water and sewage schemes within municipal and regional systems.

6. Economic an~ Social Commission for Western Asi~

laraeli land and water policies and practices

43. ESCWA is currently updating its information on the issues covered in the
study prepared on Israeli land and water policies and pract~ces in the
occupied Paleotinian and other Arab territories as requested by the Economic
and Social Council in its reSOlution 1990/53.

Agriculture and drvelopment in ~~~~_~~

44. ESCWA's recurrent publication entitled Agriculture and D~Qpro~D~l~

Western Asia, No. 14 for 1991, will include papers on the impact of Israeli
water policies on agriculture and the impact of Jewish immigration on
agriculture Bnd the rural popUlation in the occupied Palestinian territori~s.

Q.t.Mr studies

45. A study on pros~ects for rural development in the occupied territories
was finalized in Decemb~r and will shortly be distributed. In addition, a
feasibility study will be conducted in 1991 on establishing a centre fOI

/ ...



A/46/204
E/1991/80
English
Page 14

production and training related to livestock. Lastly, ESCWA expects to
complete within two months a study on the impact of the Gulf crisis on the
occupied Palestinian territories.

7. Qnited Nations Centre for Human Settloments__(Habitat)

46. Pursuant to resolution 12/11 of the Commission on Human Settlemonts,
entitled "Housing conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied
territories", UNCHS (Habitat) has prepared a report on a national housing
development strategy for the Palestinian people. Paragraph 10 of that
resolution requested the Executive Director "to devise a national housing
development strategy to the year 2000 for the Palestinian people based on the
Global Strategy for Shelter to tho Year 2000, in cooperation with the
Palestine Liberation Organization, including the housing requirements of a
future independent Palestinian State and to submit this report to the
Commission at its thirteenth session". The report, which is e_'ltitled "Housing
requirements of the Palestinian peoplol report of the Executive Director"
(HS/C/13/2/Add.1) will be submitted to the Commission on Human Settlements at
its thirteenth session (Harare, 29 April to 8 May 1991).

8. World Food Programme

47. The Executive Director has approved the implementation of project
PAL 4468/0 entitled "Assistance to the Palestinian people in the occu.pied
territories" which targets the most needy Palestinians in the occupied
territories, who have particularly no means of earning a living because of tho
prevailing conditions and there foro are unable to satisfy their basic food
needs. The hospitals and similar institutions serving the disabled, aged
people and orphans h~ve been among the first to Buffer from budgetary
~tringencies and unless food can be obtained from external sources, patients
cannot be fed. This quick-action project will contribute to overcome this
grave situation as a first step to ~ possibly larger programme of assistance.

B. Specialized'agencies

1. Intg~ational Labour Qr9ani5at~

48. ILQ is pursuing its efforts with a view to implementing and devoloping
its technical assistance programme in the occupied A.:'ab territories. Its
current projects concern v~cational training, trade union training and
rehabilitation of handicapped persons.

49. Furthermore, the Director-General of ILO is making the n~cessary

arrangements for the preparation 0f his annual report on the situation of the
Arab workers of the occupied Arab territories to be submitted to the
forthcoming International Labour Conference in June 1991. The
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Dil'ector-General is sending two missions to thft region, one to the Arab
countries and the other to Israel and the occupied Arab territories in order
to collect the latest available information on the subject.

2. Food and Agriculture Organi18tion of the United Nations

50. At its twenty-fifth session in November 1909, the FAO Conference adopted
resolution 1/89 entitled "Provision of technical 3ssistance to the Palestiniun
people", r9questing the Director-General, inter alia, to send a study mission
to the occupied Palestinian territory, and to organize a symposium on the
Palestinian agricultural sector.

51. In response to this resolution, the Director-General submitted a report
to the FAO Council at its ninety-eighth session in November 1990. The Council
expressed the following viewsl

"The Council noted with satisfaction that progress had been achieved
in the implementation of Conference resolution 1/89 entitled 'Provision
of Technical Assistance to the Palestinian People' and expressed its
appreciation to the Director-General for the steps which he had taken, in
particular with respect to sending a mission to study and evaluate tho
situation of tha agricultural sector in the occupied territory. It
confirmed that the mission should proceed on the basis of the action
taken by the Director-General. The Council requested that the symposium
envisaged in Conference resolution 1/89 be organized soon. It was hoped
that the results of the mission would be included in the agenda of the
symposium but the convening of the symposium should not be linked to the
sending uf the mission. The symposium could take place in Rome."

52. The Director-General will report to the FAO Conference at its
twenty-sixth sossion in November 1991 on the implementation of the two
activities envisaged by the resolution.

3. International Fund for Agricultural pevelopment

53. The Fund's rules and procedures do not provide for extending the
assistance called for in General Assembly resolution 45/183. Article 2 of the
Agreement establishing IFAn states that "the objectives of the Fund shall be
to mobilize additional resources to be made available on concessional terms
for development in developing member States".

4. unltud Nations Industrial Deyelopment Organization

54. Since the third session of its General Conference (November 1989), UNIDO
has focused on the following activities for technical assistance to the
Palestinian peoplel
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Assistance tor the establishment of a VQgQtable grading aDd sacking house

55. In response to the request of UNDP's Programme of Assistance to the
Palestinian People, UNIDO sent a mission to the occupied territories to
examine the possibility of establishing a vegetable grading and packing house
to be used mainly for exports from the Gaza Strip to countries of the European
Economic Community (EEC). As a result, a technical report was prepared and
submitted to UNDP in December 1989. It contains advice on the feasibility of
a vegetable grading and packing facility for direct exports from the Gaza
Strip.

Assistance to the 91asti~ industry

56. A project document, which was prepared by UNIDO, is still under
consideration by UNDP. The objective of the assistance is to establish a
plastics testing laboratory in the occupied territories.

Training course in pharmaceutical and chemical industries

57. Negotiations
training course.
have to be worked
activity.

are under way with the Turin Centre of ILO to underta~e this
It has been agreed recently that details of implementation
out in the near future. UNDP is expected to finance this

58. The final rep~rt on the UNIDO seminar on obstacles to and prospects for
the Palestinian industrial sector, held in Vienna in October 1989, which
contained the seminar's recommendations for further assistance, was
distributed in March 1990. At the same time, discussions were hel~ with
reprosontatives of Palestine, the Arab Industrial Development and Mining
Organization (AIDMO), ESCWA and the UNDP office in Jerusalem on ways and means
of implementing those recommendations. It was agreed in principle that these
organizations may meet this year to discuss the matter.

59. Close cooperation and coordination with other United Nations agencies and
organizations have been pursued, particularly with regard to the issuance of
the bullet.in "West Bank and Gaza Update", which is covering the needs of these
organizations in support of the Palestinian people. Meanwhile, UNIDO took
part in the la~t inter-agency meeting, held at Geneva in May 1990, whi~h dealt
with ways and means of responding to the social and economic needs of the
Palestinian people.

60. UNIDO's Industrial Development Board (IDB) held its seventh session from
5 to 9 November 1990. A report on UNIDO's technical asp,istan~e to the
Palestinian people was submitted by the secretariat and was discussed at the
session. As a result, a decision was adopted requesting UNIDO to sustain and
increase its assistance to the Palestinian people and to undertake a number of
activities, including cooperation with relevant United Nations bodies, in the
efforts aimed at the establishment of a marketing centre for Palestinian
industr.ial products.
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61. With regard to the ma~ter8 raised in General Assembly resolution 45/183,
GATT wishes to draw attention to the following provisions of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

(a) Article V of GATT, c~ncerning freedom of transit, is aimed at
ensuring that goods in transit through the territories of contracting parties
are not subject to delays and restrictions and are exempt from customs duties
and othor charges, except charges commonsurate with administrative expenses or
with the cost of services rendered. It should be noted, however, that these
obligations apply only in respect of traffic in transit to or from contracting
parties. Any contracting party is, however, free to extend such benefits to
countries other than contracting parties.

(b) In respect of preferential treatment of exports, GATT wishes to
point out. that the decision of 28 November 1979 of the Contracting Parties on
Differential and More Favourable Treatment, Reciprocity and Fuller
Participation of Developing Countries (the so-callod Enabling Clause) provides
that developed contract.ing parties to GATT may accord preferential tariff
treatment - and in certain cir~umstances preferential treatment with respect
to non-tariff measures - to products originating in developing countrios in
accordance with the Generalized System of Preferences. The selection of
developing countries that would benefit from such preferences is a matter to
be decided by each preference-granting Government.

Notes

~I Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Session,
~ement No. 13 (A/45/l3).


