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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 34/218 of 19 November 1979,
entitled "United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Developme~t", decided to establish an Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technologrr for Development. The Assembly also decided that the Committee
should be open to the participation of all States as full members and that the
representation of Member States in the Committee should be at a high level.

2. The General Assembly also decided that the Committee should submit its
reports and recommendations to the Assembly through the Economic and Social
Council, which may transmit to the Assembly such comments on the reports as it
deems necessary, particularly with regard to coordination.
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II. RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT AT ITS
ELEVEN71; SESSION

3. At its eleventh session, the Interqovernmental Committee adopted the
followinq resolution (resolution 1 (XI»:

Resolution

1 (XI)

The Interqovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development
recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the followinq resolution:

Science and techno)ogy fOl development in the 1990s

A

Enyironmentally sound technology

The Intergov~rnmental Committee on Science and Technolo~
Development,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 44/14 A to E of 26 October 1989,
44/228 of 22 December 1989 and S-18/3 of 1 May 1990,

1. Takes note with APpreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on ways and means of ensurinq the participation of developing countries in
international cooperation for research on and development of environmentally
sound technoloqies, 11 and the rapid and effective transfer of such
technoloqies to the developinq countries, as well as the report of the
Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development; AI

2. Requests the Secretary-General to make those reports available to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development before the third session of the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference for consideration, toqether with the views expressed by delegations
on the subject during the eleventh session of the Interqovernmental Committee;

3. Requests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development to
prepare, in cooperation with the Department of International Economic and
Social Affairs, the Department of Technical Cooperation for Development and
other relevant United NatioLs bodies, a comprehensive study on the utilization
and marketinq of energy technoloqies, drawinq upon the studies conducted by
other orqanizations and bodies of the United Nations system, and based on
leqislative, institutional and other specific experienc~s of selected

11 A/CN.ll/1991/2.

AI A/CN.11/1991/6.
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countries and focusing on policy issues and options for an effective transfer
and application of environmentally sound technologies, and to report to the
Intergovernmental Committee thereon at its twelfth session;

4. Considers it important that ways of improving the dissemination of
information on environmentally sound technologies, including the establishment
of a network o. ~ational and international resealch centres on environmentally
sound technolt:gies, based primarily on existing regional research, development
and demonstration centres, and data banks, linking the regional centres to
national institutions and enterprises, should be examined by the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development as
a modality for access to environmentally sound technoloqy;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to make
available to the Secretary-General of the Conference the technical resources
of the Advisory Committee ~n Science and Technoloqy for Development in order
to contribute to the preparatory work of the Conference on the tl'ansfer of
environmentally sound technoloqy to all countries, in particUlar to developing
countries;

6. Re~uests the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technoloqy for Development to transmit part A of the present resolution to
the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference as the
substantive contribution of the Intergovernmental Committee to the work of the
Preparatory Committee.

B

Activities of the United Nations system on
science and technology for development

The In'~rgoyernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development,

Recalliug General Assembly resolutions 34/218 of 19 December 1979 and
44/14 A to E of 26 October 1989,

Recalling also its resolution 45/196 of 21 December 1990 on industrial
development cooperation and the diversification and modernization of
productive activities in developing countries,

1. Requests the Secretary-General, drawing upon the work of the
relevant organs, ~rganizations and bodies of the United Nations system to
present a report to the Intergovernmental Committee at its twelfth session on
the following theme, which will be the substantive theme at that session:
"The contribution of technologies, including new and emerging ones, for the
industrialization of developing countries and for the strengthening of
regional and global integration processes, including proposals on ways and
means of transferring such technologies and for their incorporation in the
productive sector of those countries";

2. Reqyests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to submit a
report to the Intergovernmental Committee at its twelfth session in 1993 on
ways and means of improving the quality of global coordination and cooperation
in the area of science and technoloqy for development, as well as system-wide
coordination within the United Nations system;
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3. Reguests the Executive Director of the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development, in cooperation with the relevant organs,
organizat50ns and bodies of the United Nations system, to advise all
countries, in particular the developing countries, at their request, in their
efforts to promote the development of small and madium-sized enterprises in
environmental impact assessment, research on and development of
environmentally soUnd technologies, in both the public and private sector;

4. ~ the international community and the United Nations system,
particularly the Centre for Science and Technology for Development, to take
steps towards the full implementation of the Paris Declaration, adopted by the
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, II and the
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s II in the
field of science and technology;

5. ~ the efforts of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development to hold consultations on a code of conduct
for the transfer of technology, and encourages Member States to participate in
these consultations with a v~aw to facilitating an agreement thereon.

C

Endogenous cAPacity-building

The Intergoyernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development

1. ~ the Centre for Science and Technology for Development to
continue and enhance activities to support the efforts of developing countries
to build and strengthen their endogenous capacities in science and technology.
and in so doing also to pursue actively the involvement of the private sector
in endogenous capacity-building projects;

2. Reguests the Centre to support and participate in programmes of
research and development of technology in the least developed countries with
the aim of developing endogenous capacities and strengtllening national
scientific and technological infrastructures. and to assist in tIle formulation
of appropriate policies to facilitate the transfer of technology;

3. Reguests the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development tc, continue i~s work to develop operational criteria to facilitate
the design and assessment of programmes and activities to strengthen the
endogenous scientific and technological capabilities of developing countries;

4. Reguests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the organs.
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system. to submit to the
Intergovernmental Committee. at its twelfth session. an analytical report on
how the United Nations system can more actively enhance the impact of its
activities related to the process of creating and strengthening endogenous
capacity-building in science and technology in developing countries;

II AlCONF.147/Misc.9.
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5. Reguests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development, in
cooperation with the appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system and appropr:ate organizations in developing countries,
through its advanced technology assessment network and making full use of its
endogenous capacity-building pilot studies, to organize workshops and other
relevant activities in developing countries to explore both the methodologies
for and the organization of technology monitoring, assessment and forecasting
most appropriate to the needs an~ resources of the countries concerned;

D

Financing science and technology for geyelopment

The Intergoyernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Dsyelopment

1. Recommends that:

(a) Countries should increase efforts to support the process of
endogenous capacity-building in science and technology, taking into account
the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Development i/
a,"~ its basic goals;

(b) At the global level, a more diversified, innovative and flexible
approach be sought to finance endogenous capacity-building in science and
technology in order to enhance a broad coalition of resources drawn from
domestic, bilateral and multilateral sources;

2. Takes pote of the important work undertaken by the United Nations
Fund for Science and Technology for Development and its status as an
identifiable entity within the United Nations Development Programme under the
policy guidance of the Intergovernmental Committee and in accordance with the
priorities agreed upon by it;

3. ~ the concept and mode of operation outlined in the report of
the Secretary-General as regards organizing a more effective coalition of
resources, ~/ and requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
Intergovernmental Committee, at its twelfth session, proposals for action in
this respect, prepared in close cooperation with the United Nations Fund for
Science and Technology for Development in consultation with the donor
community, including the regional development banks and organizations of the
United Nations system, especially the World Bank and the United Nations
Development Programme.

i/ ~epQrt of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Deyelopment. Vienna. 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. £.79.1.21 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. VII.

~/ See A/CN.11/1991/3.
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111. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Opening and duration of the session

4. The e~~~~nth session of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technolo~ fo~ Development was held at United Nations Headquarters from
22 April to 3 May 1991.

5. The Co~,ittee held 11 meetings (104th to l14th), as well as a number of
informal meetings.

B. Membership and attendance

6. In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 34/218,
the Committee is open to the participation of all States as full members.
Representatives of the £ollowing States attended the eleventh session of the
Committee:

Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, BUlgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Byelorl1ssian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, China, Colembia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador,
Egypt, Fiji, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indo~~sia, Israel, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Mali, Mezico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of
Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

I

I

I
J
I
I

7. The following United Nations organizations and bodies were represented:

Department of International Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development

United Nations Conference on Trade nnd Development

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Population Fund

United Nations University

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic and So~ial Commission for Asia and tbe Pacific

United Nations Fund for Science and Technology for Devtilopment

World Food Council
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8. The following specialized agencies were represented:

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

World Health Organization

World Bank

United Nations Industrial Development Oryanization

9. The following intergovernmental organization was represented:

Asian-African Legal Consultativ6 Committee

10. The following non-governmental organizations were ~epresQnted:

Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies

European Council for Social Research on Latin America

International Association of Impact Assessment

International Chamb~r of Commerce

Interttational Institute for Applied Systems Analysis

International Society of Technology Assessment in Health Care

Third World Academy of Scienc&~

Union of International Technical Associations

C. Election of officers

11. At its 104th meeting, on 22 April, tbe Committee elected by acclamatio~

the following officers for its eleventh session:

Chairman: Ladislav KOVAC (Czecbolovakia)

~~e-Chairmen: Dulce Ar4ao de UZr.AT~GUI (Venezuela)
Abmed DJOGBLAF (Algeria)

Rapporteur: Mahbub KA3IR (Bangladesh)

12. At its 111th meetinq, on 29 April, the Committq~ elected by acclamation
Mr. George Kint (Belgium) as Vice-Cbairman.

D. ~cumen~~

13. The Committee had before it, the following documents:

(a) Provisional aggnaa (A=~.11/1991/1 and Corr.l);
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(b) Report of the Secretary-General on waYB and means of ensuring the
participation of developing countries in international cooperation for
research on and development of enviroamentally sound technologies, ~nd the
rapid and effective transfer of such technologies to the developing countries
(AlCN.ll/199l/2) ,

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on financing science end technology
for development (AlCN.11/1991/3),

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on the assessment of the impact of
the activities of the United Nations system in promoting endogenous
capacity-building in developing countries in the field of science and
technology (A/CN.11/199l/4),

(e) Report of the Director-General for Development and International
Economic Cooperation on new developments and trends in the programmes and
activities of the United Nations system in science and technology for
development (AlCN.11/1991/5),

(f) Report of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development on its eleventh session (A/CN.11/199l/6),

(g) Note by the Secretary-General on the registry of national focal
points for science and technology for development (AlCN.11/199l/7 and Corr.l),

(h) Hote by the Secretariat on the procedure for the appointment of
members of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Develop~ent

(A/CN.11/199l/8),

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the Centre for
Science and Technology for Development (AlCN.11/199l/9),

(j) Hote by the Secretary-General on the interim appoin~ent of a member
of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development
(AlCN.11/199l/10),

ek) Hote by the Secretary-General on the summary of correapondence
received from organs, organilations and bodies of the United Nations system
(AlCN.11/199l/CRP.l),

(1) Note by the Secretary-General on planning and managing science and
technology policy (AlCN.11/1991/CRP.Z),

(m) Hote by the Secretariat on the proposed programme of work of the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development for the biennium 1992-1993
(A/CN.lI/199l/CRP.3),

(n) Hote by the Secretariat on ehe state of preparation of documentation
for the aes.ion (A/CN.11/l99l/L.l),

(0) Hote by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the
session (AlCN.11/l99l/L.2).
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E. Adoption of the agenda

14. At its l04th meeting, on 22 April, the Committee adopted the following
agenda for the session:

1. Election of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3. Substantive theme: ways and means of ensuring the participation of
developing countries in international cooperation for research on
and development of environmentally sound technologies, and the rapid
and effective transfer of such technologies to the developing
countries.

4. Financing science and technology for development.

5. Assessment of the impact of the activities of the United Nations
system in promoting endogenous capacity-building in developing
countries in the field of science and technology.

6. Activities of the United Nations system in science and technology
for development, including those of the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development, and the Advisory Committee on Science
and Technology for Development.

7. Programme questions.

8. Election of the Chairman and nomination of other officers for the
twelfth session of the Committee, and appointment of members of the
Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development.

9. Provisional agenda and organization of work for the twelfth session
of the Committee.

10. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

F. Adoption of the report

15. At its l14th meeting, on 3 May, the Committee adopted its draft report
(A/CN.ll/l991/L.3 and Adds.1-5) and uuthorized the Rapporteur to finalize it
in consultation with other members of the Bureau.

-9-



IV. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE AT ITS ELEVENTH SESSION

A. Introductory and general statements

16. The Chairman of the eleventh session of the Intergovermnental Committee
on Science and Technology for Development stated that the Committee was
meet.ing at the beginning of the Fourth United Nations Development Decade. He
recalled that the adoption of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development by the General Assembly also coincided with the
Third Development Decade and formed the basis of most of the proposals put
forward for that decade. Since the expectations of the Vienna Programme of
Action had not been met, it would be necessary to analyse the reasons for the
failure of the practical measures that had been taken to accomplish the tasks
of the Programme and to formulate new notions and hypotheses from a scientific
point of view.

17. Knowledge as a result of expanding scientific complexity should be
continuously integrated into thinking on global issues, and the operational
value of such concepts as "enviromnentally·sound technology" and "endogenous
capacity-building" should be subjected to thorough scrutiny. Science should
be involved in reconsidering organizational and institutional arrangements
that would transcend the autonomy and sovereignty of nations. He suggested
that the industrialized countries should see the situation in the developing
world from a perception of enlightened self-interest rather than one of
sl~athy and compassion.

18. The Chairman stated that the problem of popUlation growth could be the
main focal point of science in the 1990s, thereby enabling improvements to/be
made in the quality and dignity of human life in third world countries.

19. Be concluded that more emphasis should be placed on the so-called "soft"
sciences, namely, human and social sciences in development, in order to assist
in a reformulation of notions and goals for developing countries, and proposed
that such aspects could constitute the substantive theme of the next session
of the Committee.

20. The Director-General for Development and International Economic
Coopera~ion stated that in 1989 the General Assembly adopted on the
recommendation of the Committee its resolution 44/14, which reaffirmed the
validity of the 1ienna Programme of Action as well as its fundamental
objectives and also took important decisions concerning multilateral
cooperation for the strengthening of endogenous capacities. The Assembly,
reflecting the concerns of the Committee, also declared its preoccupation
concerning the implementation of the Vienna Programme, whose results had
disappointed developing and industrialized countries alike.

21. The interest of Member States in the field of science and technology was
reiterated by the General Assembly at its special session on international
economic cooperation, as well as in the adoption of the strategy for the
1990s. As regards the least developing countries, the Paris Conference had
recommended action to reinforce their scientific and technological
capacities. Unfortunately, in spite of the efforts of the international
community Dnd some relative successes, the pessimistic conclusions of the end
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of 1989 were still an actuality. The qualitative and quantitative gap in
science and technology continued to grow between developed and the developing
world. At the same time. the economic gap between the North and the South had
become still wider.

22. While science alone could not be the solution to development. it would be
in science. especially political and economic sciences. that one could find
sollltions to the problems of development. including viable conditions for the
implantation of science and technology as agents in the transformation of the
South.

23. He stated further that the substantial theme chosen by the Committee at
its current session. the equitable access by developing countries to
environmentally sound technologies. showed after analysis that the solution of
global development problems would depend on science and technology and in that
case on the transfer to the South on favourable conditions of new
environmentally sound technologies.

24. Science and technology mutually reinforced each other owing to the fact
that scientific research made use of technological advances such as
informatics and robotics. Conversely. the breakthroughs issuing from
scientific research. which constituted the basis of technology innovation.
were very rapidly put into use by technological research and by indu.strialized
production. The net result of such interaction was an unprecedented
acceleration of progress in science and technology on the whole. That might
explain how dramatically developing countries were lagging behind in science
and technology.

25. The concept of science and technology capacities implied the development
of human resources. especially through education. That question. which was
addressed in the Committee's end of decade review in 1989. should be dealt
with in more depth by it. In pursuing the request addressed to him by the
General Assembly, he had submitted to the Committee a report on new
developments and trends in the United Nations system. The report noted
efforts between a creation of a generic and technology capacity that would
serve to reinforce capacities in specific sectors. including health and food.
The report also noted a consensus on the importance of strategic planning and
technological prospective studies both in the Secretariat of the United
Nations and in programmes of cooperation with Member States.

26. The Director-General also made reference to the report of the
Secretary-General on the activities of the organizations in 1990 and referred
to what he called the social control of the utilization of science and
technology for military ends. He underlined the point made in the report of
the Secretary-General that the necessary unrestricted access of developing
countries to new technologies should not result further in a destabilizing
qualitative arms race and that the international community should establish
equitable safeguards in that respect that could be acceptable by everyone.
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B. Substantive theme; ways and means of ensuring the
participation of developing countries in
international cooperation for research on and
deyelgpment of environmentally sound technologies,
and the rAPid and effective transfer of such
technologies to the developing countries

(Agenda item 3)

27. The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development introduced the report o~ the Secretary-General on the ways and
means of ensuring. the participation of developing countries in international
cooperation for research on and development of environmentally sound
technologies, and the rapid and effective transfer of such technologies to the
developing countries (A/CN.ll/1991/2) and stated that science and technology,
which had become more important than ever, were indispensable components of
the response to the wide range of environmental challenges. The United
Nations had a continuing role to play in mobilizing the potential of science
and technology for development. It was not an easy task, and perhaps for that
reason the Organization had often been criticized for the manner in which it
had addressed the problem.

28. He emphasized that the transfer of environmentally sound technologies to
developiAg countries on preferential terms and the building of capacities for
the effective application of such technologies was vital for achieving
sustainable development in those countries. It was necessary to identify
creative mechanisms and operational methods to accelerate such transfer and
enhance the capacities to manage environmentally sound technologies in
developing countries, including financing.

Z9. He also introduced a background document entitled "Environmentally sound
technology assesSllIent (ESTA)".

30. The representative of Ghana, speaking on behalf of the Group of 77,
stated that the world was in the last decade of a century that had seen the
most technological development in history. One would have thought that the
achievements in technological innovations and development that had taken place
in the developed North would have been brought within easy reach of the
developing countries. It was tragically ironic that the developing countries
had not been able to benefit from that development. The result had been a
widening gap between the developed and most of the developing countries. The
Group of 77 attached enormous importance to the subject of science and
technology for development and that was reflected in its national social and
economic development planning.

31. In an era in which the issues of accessibility to and affordability of
environmentally sound technologies had become very important globally, it was
important to make a concerted effort to ease the burdens of developing
countries in those areas in order to ensure human survival. He lamented the
fact that seriou8 efforts made by the Group of 77 within the United Nations
and other international forums had not been rewarded by significant progress
in creating conditions for a more rapid development of science and technology
in developing countries. The classic concept of technology transfer,
predicated on the use of multilateral agencies and bilateral donors, had not
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been able to fulfil the task. The Group of 77, however, wished to emphasize
that international support was still essential to the efforts of the
developing countries to st~engthen the processes of their scientific and
technological development.

32. The Group of 77 reaffirmed the validity of the Vienna Programme of Action
on Science and Technology for Development Q/ and the relevance of the three
basic goals for the development of developing countries, namely, to strengthen
the endogenous capacity of developing countries, restructure international
science and technology relations and strengthen the role of the United Nations
system. In addition, the Group of 77 would like to see international
scientific and technological cooperation that inspired trust and confidence,
full access to scientific and technological knowledge, unimpeded transfer of
technology on terms that were non-exploitative, a harmonized United Nations
policy on s~ience and technology and the setting up of financial mechanisms to
provide the necessary resources to ensure meaningful implementation of the
Vienna Programme of Action. He reiterated the call made at the Special
Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 in June 1989 for the need to continue
to strengthen and expand the human resource base of developing countries. The
Group of 77 appreciated the work of the Intergovernmental Committee, which it
saw as an important forum for the growth and development of science and
technology. He also called for special attention to be paid to the needs of
the least developed countries.

33. A number of representatives commended the Intergovernmental Committee for
its foresight in the selection of the substantive theme since it would serve
as a significant contribution to the preparatory process af the 1992 United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Two of the most important
and delicate topics to be discussed during the Conference would be the
transfer of environmentally sound technologies and financial resources to
developing countries. The reports of the Secretary-General on those subjects
were considered comprehensive and highly analytical by many representatives;
they not only elaborated the various difficulties ~d problems confronting the
developing countries in their efforts to participate in international
cooperation on research and development of environmentally sound technologies
and in the rapid and effective transfer of such technologies to developing
countries but also envisaged some preliminary solutions. The reports, in
conjunction with the background document on environmentally sound technology
assessment, would serve as a significant contribution to the preparation of
the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. The
representatives of two developing countries encouraged the Centre for Science
and Technology for Development to continue its work in the area of the
assessment of environmentally sound technologies as an important contribution
to the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.

34. Many representatives endorsed the observations made in the report of the
Secretary-General on the substantive theme that the global dimension of
environmental and development challenge called for concerted actton on a wide

~/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on Science ang
Technology for Deyelopment, Vienna. 2Q~31 August 1979 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.79.I.21 and corrigenda), chap. VII.
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front. It required an increased solidarity among all nations and the
political will of all countries in order to face the complex task that lay
ahead for the community of States. There was no doubt that the key issue of
the technological development of developing countries was central to the world
community's endeavou~ to meet successfully the challenge of environmentally
sound and sustainable development at national, regional and global levels.
The representative of a developing country stressed the need for a clean
environment as a guiding principle that should not be used to infringe on the
sovereign rights of States or impose new conditions in aid and trade.

35. Many representatives from developing countries emphasized the 4eed to
look specifically at developing countries' environmantal problems. Those
concerns were inextricably linked to the larger question of global
environmental impoverishment but had not received the kind of serious efforts
that were needed to ensure the cooperation of developing countries in
international attempts to achieve global sustainable development. The
representative of a developing country recommended that global environmental
questions should not overshadow the gravity of local environmental problems,
such as desertification and drought. Both global and local environmental
issues should be kept in mind when addressing the question of access and
transfer of environmentally sound technologies. The representative of a
developing country argued that the effects of environmental degradation had ~o

boundaries and that it was the common responsibility of humanity to use all
the knowledge and technologies available to halt the current process of
environmental destruction. He stressed that in a matter of such urgency it
would be immoral to withhold technologies capable of reversing current trends
for either political, ideological or proprietary reasons.

36. Several representatives from developed and developing countries expressed
the urgent need for international cooperation in support of the na~ional

priorities and plans of developing countries to strengthen their capacities to
develop and effectively apply environmentally sound technologies. In that
regard, the representatives emphasized that the building of endogenous
capacity in developed countries was just as significant as making
environmentally sound technologies available on the market.

37. The representative of an island developing country drew the attention of
the Intergovernmental Committee to the specific situation of small island
developing countries with regard to the need to build up a critical mass in
science and technology to respond effectively to their national needs and
international obligations. Attempting to build on a resource-poor base and
lacking the established scientific and technological i~frastructures, such as
universities and research ana development institutions that had been
identified as essential prerequisites for endoqenous capacity-building in
science and technology, placed the small island developing countries at risk
of exclusion from the so-called "age of information technology". 1 programme
of action tailored specifically to the unique requirements of small island
developing countries was needed that would combine an innovative approach
focused on participatory, people-oriented, sustainable develo;:ment targeted to
making science and technology a dynamic and integral part of their development
processes.

38. The representative of a developed country state~ that effective
technology transfer involved mote than simply moving products and industrial
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processes. As the documentation on the substantive theme poiLted out, it
required the transfer of knowledge needed to create and manage processes and
products. In order to build up the necessary knowledge, appropriate
conditions must exist in the receiving country. The transfer of technology
had to be seen from a longer-term an~ wider perspective, where investments in
capacity-building and human resource development were central elements,
particularly with regard to the need to develop, adapt and apply technologies
tailored to the specific conditions and requirements of developing countries.
There must be sufficient means available to finance effective demand; there
must be environmental policies in place and research and education systems
capable of receiving, adapting and developing applications of new knowledge.
He stated that while market mechanisms could provide significant technology
transfers, they were inadequate in fully satisfying demand and equity
objectives and might not be effective in s6me ~ountries. Thus, the role of
the public sector was essential.

39. The representative of a developing country saw an effective way to
circumvent the difficulties faced by developing countries in gaining access to
proprietary technologies through public financing of the costs of such
transfer or through the establishment of financial mechanisms under public
control. Owing to the lack of resources by developing countries, such
mechanisms would necessarily be of international scope, either bilateral or
multilateral. Those efforts should be complemented by market mechanisms.

40. Many representatives pointed out that one of the major obstacles to the
transfer of environmentally sound technologies had been their high cost
coupled with the financial weakness of developing countries. While there was
no absolute scarcity of resources, some argued, developed countries had not
shown the political will to redirect available resources to promote
development and to preserve the ..nvironment in developing countries. In that
context, the representative of a developing country stated that developed
countries should transfer environmentally sound technologies to developing
countries on concessional and favourable terms to compensate tor the economic
losses on the part of developing countries as a result of environmental
protection measures that would need to be put in place. They encouraged the
establishment of special funds with new and additional resources to finance
the transfer of environmentally sound technologies. It was also suggested
that funding arrangement~ established under the Montreal Protocol could serve
as a guide for the establishment of a funding mechanism for that purpose.

41. Many representatives from developing and developed countries agreed that
to facilitate technology transfer to developing countries, it was necessary to
define mechanisms aimed at increasing investments of both the private and
pUblic sectors by improving access to markets, developing research and
development activities, facilitating access to patents and building up
endogenous capacity in the area of science and technology. Those mechanisms
should combine different elements, such as internal pOlicies, innovative forms
of partnerships between enterprises of developing and developed countries,
enhancement of the scientific and technological cooperation between
Governments and a more effective role by international agencies and
non-governmental orqanizations.

42. Proposals were also made with regard to environmental protection
measures. The representative of a developed country proposed the creation of
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disincentives in the case of the transfar of outdated and pollution-generating
technologies. In that connection, he stated that consideratinn sh~uld bs
given to the disclosure practices of private enterprises with regard to,
environmental impact and risk assessment related to particUlar technologies.

43. The represe4tative of a developed country supported the view expressed in
the report of the Secretary-General that national patent systems significantly
affected the transfer and application of environmentally sound technologies.
Be stressed the need, however, for providing appropriate protection for
intellectual property rightw and emphasized that real technoloqy transfer
occurred as the result of close entrepreneurial cooperation. Bis Government,
he stated, had committed approximately SUS 2.2 billion in bilateral and
multilateral assistance in the field for the period 1989-1991. Be also
informed the Committee about the formation of the Keidanren GloDa1 Environment
Charter, a federation of economic organizations in Japan. The Charter
provided guidelines in the area of environmental protection to be opplied by
Japanese companies and their subsidiaries. The representative of a developing
country expressed the need for a regime concerning the protectlon of
intellectual property that would legitimize international diffusion of
environmentally sound technologies. A number of representatives gave specific
attention to the role of the private and publi~ sector-s, especially with
regard to their responsibility and potential to take action to improve the
transfer of technoloqies to developing countries. The representative of s
developing country underlined the need to take steps to develop technologies
in the public domain through subsidies by developed countries, differential
pricing policies by commercial enterprises and by limiting the life of
environmental patents while providing a time waiver to developing countries so
that their obligations under relevant international agreements would come into
effect only after the life of the patents.

44. Many representatives referred to the importance of having access to
information on environmentally sound technologies and the capacity to make
effective use of such information. In that context, they pointed out that the
lack of updated information on available environmentally sound technologies
clearly hampered the dissemination of those technologies which were readily
available. Several representativea supported the need for establishing an
international database th&t would provide information not only on
environmentally sound technologies but also on the world's distribution of
technologius that were environmentally damaging. The database should take
into account the implications of intellectual property rights.

45. Several representatives stated that developing countries had been unable
to participate in research and develcpment projects on environmentally sound
technologies because they had first to deal with priorities covering the basic
needs of their citizons. Many representatives stressed the impor~ance of
promoting partnerships in re3earch on and development of environmentally sound
technologies between developed and developing countries that were geared to
development rather than solelr to market strategies. They fully endorsed the
observations made in the report regarding that issue, partiCUlarly with the
view that multilateral cooperation had the advantage of bringing weaker and
poorer partners in contact with the international scientific and technological
community.
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46. Many representatives pointed to the important suggestions contained in
the report regarding the establishment of a collaborative network of
int&rnational research centres on environmentally sound technologies. Such a
network should be based primarily on existing regional research, development
and dem04stration centres, which must be strengthened. Those regional centres
should be linked to national i4stitutions.

47. In the context of regional cooperation in research and development, the
repr~sentative of a Latin American country informed the Interqovernmental
Committee about an initiative known as the Bolivar programme, aimed at a
regional strategy of technological innovation to foster th9 integration and
industrial competitiveness of Latin American and Caribbean countries in an
environmental context. Such a programme would promote scientific,
technological and industrial cooperation among business enterprises and
research centres of the region with the objective of increasing the
productivity and competitiveness of industries and national economies.

48. The representative of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the European
Community and its member States, thanked the Centre for Science and Technology
for Development for its comprehensive report on the substantive theme. He
emphasized the importance of the "think globally and act locally" approach,
which had, so far, perhaps been more relevant for the developed part of the
world, including Eastern Europe. Technology applications could have not only
a minimum global adverse environmental effect but also even a bAneficial
effect on the global environment. Atte:.ltion should also be qiven to promoting
the use of technologies aimed at. protecting the local environment.

49. Commenting further on the report of the Secretary-General, he noted that
it disregarded any possibility of tapping internal financial resources.
However, not all of the developing countries were facing such a situation,
since a reordering of budget priorities in some of those countries could
achieve improvements in their financial situations. The E'uropean Community
and its member States fully subscribed to the need to mobilize additional
financing support from the international community for that purpose.

50. Re also stated that requlations on the export of environmentally damaging
technologies must avoid a system of double standards, with different criteria
used for the domestic ~pplication on the one side and the exportation of such
technologies on the other. The responsibility of the international business
community and recipient countries concerning such requlations had been
emphasized by the World Industrial Conference on Enviro~_~~ntal Management and
by the Business Council for Sustainable Development. He raised doubts with
regard to the usefulness of rstablishinq yet another data bank, as had been
proposed by representatives of other countries, given the existing databases
operated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). He also raised
the questiQn of the extent to which international property rights could be
considered a barrier to technology transfer, as stated in the report.

51. With regard to the substantive theme for the twelfth session of the
Intergovernmental Committee in 1993, three proposals were made durinq the
debate, namely, "Ways and means for implementing the 4ecisions of the United
Nations Conference on Enviromnen'l: and Development in the field of science and
technology", "Science and technology for the integration and industrial
competitiveness of the developin~J regions" and "Technology assessment in
conversion of military technolo9Jr for developmental purposes".
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52. The representative of the Unitod Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Orqanization (UNESCO) emphasized the importance of access to new
knowledqe and added that owners of new technologies often dictated the rules
of the game. For science to be universal, the international community should
pr~pose solutions that would satisfy all countries. Additionally, he
underlined the need to strengthen networkinq s~hemes in the regions and
promote centres of excellence in South-South and North-South cooperation, to
promote basic research in various ecologically related fields and to develop
national higher education and training systems in science and technology.

53. The representative of th~ International Labour Organisation (ILO) noted
that the understandinq of the relationships between development and
environment remained in a state of infancy; policy experiences were limited
and the empirical evidence was being confined larqely ~o the countries of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). He proposed
that if the use of natural reso~rces was to be sus~ained in the lonq run,
preference should be qiven to those policy measures which relied on market
incentives. He raised the question of the kind of policies needed to prevent
adverse employment effects due to envi~onmental degradation, such as
involuntary miqration throuqh soil deqradation and erosion, deforestation and
desertification.

54. In his statement, the representative of the Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA) referred to the serious social and economic problems facing the
African region, which affecteQ the incor~oration of the issue of environmental
protection into development policies. The major concern of the African
countries at the moment was to find ways and means to survive using whatever
technology they could lay their hands on and which they could afford. He
stressed the need to strengthen the local infrastructure, including the
research and development sector, in ordar to improve the possibilities for
technology application and to avoid a "brain drain". He emphasized that
research and development cooperation in the African region had to make use of
existing mechanisms and institutions for such cooperation. He outlined basic
feat\'~es for the participation of African countries in international
cooperation f.or researcb on and development of environmentally sound
technologies and the e~fective transfer of such technologies to African
countries.

55. The r6presenta~ive of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) said that he supported the thrust of the views 14 the report
of the Secretary-General. They served as a practical base for future
development. In the ESCAP region, the bioph:A:,~ical environment continued to
deteriorate while the political situation had in~roved. The population was
increasing and the majority of the people contin~ed to depend directly on the
environment for their livelihood. Accordingly, the rapid depletion of the
environment was a source of serious concern.

56. The economic qrowth of the region had exceeded that of any of the other
devGloping regions of the world. A significant portion of that qrowth was due
to rapid industrialization. That growth had produced a number of
environmental problems, including a higher rate of air pollution and a reduced
capacity to deal with ie. If future generations were to enjoy a better
quality of life, it was necessary to institute effective methods to conserve
the environment and reverse the degradation that had already occurred while
pursuinq economic growth and development.
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57. For many developing countries, particularly the least developed and
island economies, appropriate domestic policy and institutional
infrastructure, as well as skilled manpower relevant technologies and large
financial resources were required to deal with both local and global
environmental problems. All these facilities were woefully lacking in many
developing countries. Access to environmental technologies was, therefore,
limited or non-existent. Such countries needed to be provided, through some
form of cooperation at regional, subregional and global levels, with adequate
financial resources and information about what was available, at what cost and
where, so as to build up national and regional capacities for promoting
environmentally sound and sustainable development.

58. ESCAP has taken initial steps in the above direction by organ1z~ng at
Bangkok in October 1990, in cooperation with the United Nations Development
Programn.e (UNDP), UNEP, the Asian Development Bank and the Government of
Thailand, a Ministerial-level Conference on Environment and Development
incorporating simultaneously an exhibition on environmentally sound
technologies, "CLEANTECH, 1990", and a media non-governmental symposium on
communication for environment. The Conference adopted a 32-paragraph
declaration on environmentally sound and sustainable development affirming the
commitment of Asia-Pacific countries to adopt an integrated approach to
environment and development. A regional strategy for environmentally sound
and sustainable development was supported and ESCAP had prepared a
comprehensive regional input to assist the preparation for the 1992 United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Brazil.

59. The representative of the Union of International Technical Associations
said his organization was a non-governmental body consisting of 26
international technical associations. During the past year, the Union had
fc~ed a joint ezecutive committee with the World Federation of Engineering
Organizations to consider eco-technological programmes for protecting the
environment and mitigating the effects of natural hazards. They gave
particular attention to enhancing the engineering contributions to the
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (1990s) (General Assembly
resolution 44/236).

60. Partnerships in carrying out programmes highlighted in the report were
valuable. The proposed network of international research centres could lead
to a world-wide network of such centres, which might be known as the
consultative group on international research on environmentally sound
technologies. That idea should be given serious encouragement, as the
enqineering and technical communities could be valuable partners.

61. The representative of the International Association for Impact
Assessment, a non-governmental or9anization, stressed the importance of
applying the methodology of impact assessment, inclUding technological
forecasting and monitoring, backed by impact evaluation, in order .to project
not only the most probable but also the most desirable future. That was a
"value-added" process, requiring the active participation of decision makers
and the public alike. The Association had been founded in 1981 to bring
together researchers, practitioners and users of technology, environmental
impact, social impact and risk assessment and other specializations.
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62. The representative of the Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies said
that in his country the concepts of economy and ecology were complementary.
Many of the ecoloqical, resource and environmental disasters now besetting the
world were tAe consequence of the so-called development stimulated by science
and technology. A point had been reached where the sustainability of the
planet itself was increasingly in doubt.

63. Sustainable development was so far the most used, even abused, term of
the 1990s. Theories about sustainable development that had evolved under the
auspices of the United Nations were very admirable, but as long as the most
desperate problems of the developing countries were not addressed all promises
wete hollow. He himself came from a "sub-subsistence" country with a
"stressed" ecology. He had recently been assigned to define an achievable a,nd
acceptable scenario for a world of radically changed climate for the year 2050
and he had concluded that without mass participation in programmes to avert
environmental and economic disaster and a radical change in lifestyles,
partiCUlarly in the developed countries, such a society could not be achieved.

64. For science and development to bring about transformation in developing
countries there had to be a reordering of priorities and a readjustment of
focus. In past centuries, there had been a net increase in the flow of wealth
from South to North, whereas the flow of technology from North to South had '
been restricted. That restricted flow had been due in part to the South's
incapacity to use relevant information. However, efforts must now be made to
reverse that flow. There must be an unhindered flow of information and
technology from North to South. Acceptance of its moral responsibility by the
North was a prerequisite for such a flow.

65. In the world's poorest countries the environment and the economy were
inseparable from survival. Scarce resources that had been harmoniously
exploited for centuries were now under such pressures, from deforestation and
overfishing, for example, as to be threatened with total depletion.
Development to meet the needs of the few were denying the basic tools of
survival to the many. The poorest countries had often depended on the most
vulnerable systems. He was pleased that the Intergovernmental Committee had
made their survival a priority question.

C. Financing science and technology for deyelQpment

(Agenda item 4)

66. The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development introduced the agenda item and document A/CN.11/199l/3. He
recalled the agreement reached at the Vienna Conference in 1979 on the
establishment of a long-term, self-sustaining financing system and the failure
of intergovernmental negotiations for nearly a decade to establish such a
system. The decision of the Committee four years ago to transfer the fund for
science and technology to UNDP was in the expectation that it might attract
stronger donor support. As implicitly stated in General Assembly resolution
44/14, it no longer appeared possible that a separate and self-sustaining
single multilateral fund would be established on a viable basis. It was in
this context that in resolution 44/14 the Assembly had requested an
examination of the possibility of organizing a coalition of resources. The
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current situation was that in spite of the emergence of the concept of
endogenous capacity-building as a major developmental objective, the sources
of funding for science and technology in general and, in particular, for
capacity-building were diffuse and fragmented, with the result that the
international community was unable to impart momentum to this crucial process.

67. Clearly, there was a need for new ideas on how to finance the scientific
and technological needs of developing countries, especially for endogenous
capacity-building. The bulk of resources should continue to (;lOme from
domestic sources, which required appropriate policy adjustments by developing
countries, partiCUlarly by inducing the participation of the private sector
through tax and other incentives. Bilateral resources constituted the bulk of
national support for science and technology and those resources should be
targeted more directly towards endogenous capacity-building. Multilateral
resources, although relatively modest, were critical and catalytic and
provided an important channel for obtaining access to modern technologies.
Multilateral support for science and new technologies was also diffused and,
given the nature of science and technology and plurality within and outside
the united Nations system, it was neither possible nor desirable to continue
efforts to consolidate all of these resources. An equal imperative was to
provide a more organized, larger pool of funds to support endogenous
capacity-building in developing countries.

68. Following the directions of the General Assembly in its resolution 44/14,
with the assistance of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development, the Centre had form~lated some preliminary ideas on ways and
means of organizing the coalition of resources. These were contained in the
report of the Secretary-General. The Centre was continuing its work in this
respect in cooperation with other funding bodies such as the Swedish Agency
for Research Cooperation with Developing Countries. Based on the decision to
be taken by the Committee, the Centre would continue this work, consult with
other bilateral and multilateral funding bodies and prepare a more elaborate
and detailed blueprint. There were, however, encouraging signs that the donor
community itself was more receptive to some of these ideas, as indicated in
the recent report of OECD on an expert meeting on science and technology. The
Intergovernmental Committee could provide the needed political impulse and
substantive guidance in the furtherance of this process.

69. The representative of the United Nations Fund for Science and Technology
for Development referred in his statement to the changes in the situation of
the Fund since 1989, the priority areas of its work, the recent situation and
future prospects. A major problem since the Vienna Conference had been the
gap between harsh realities and lofty expectations. The Fund had been able to
establish a close working relationship with the Centre and, by consolidating
its activities with the revolving fund for natural resource exploration, it
had been possible to save about 40 per cent of the administrative costs,
bringing down the overhead charges to 11 per cent. The five priority areas
chosen by the Fund had been science and technology policies, including
management of technology; technological innovation and entrepreneurship;
technological information; quality control; and new and renewable sources of
energy. The Fund a1s~ acted.as a focal point for energy in UNDP, which was
funded by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). All the
core resources were contributed by developing countries, although three
fourths of its resources came from non-core contributions, totalling
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$8-$10 million per year. As for the future, there was clearly a need for
explicit funding of science and technology activities, and the idea put
forward in the report of the Secretary-General on a coalition of resources
deserved to be supported and implemented.

70. Several representatives stated that the report of the Secretary-General
on this topic was of a high quality, analytical and forward-looking. It
explored possibilities and alternatives and provided a concrete and
substantive basis for deliberation by the Committee. Adequate financing was
the ultimate test to the commitment to science and technology. There existed
now a certain opportunity to assemble a critical mass of resources for
financing science and technology. The concept of endogenous capacity-building
should also be included in the sectoral adjustment policies of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other bodies, since the current
adjustment policies were proving to be harmful to the process of endogenous
capacity-building in some developing countries. It was clear that the high
expectations of the Vienna Conference on the possibility of creating a large,
self-sustaining fund had not materialized and were not likely to materialize
in the near future.

71. The conclusion of the report of the Secretary-General that no single
source, bilateral or multilateral, could fill the existing void and that,
given the reality of diminishing resources, only through a pooling of funds of
like-minded donors could a critical mass of resources be mobilized was shared
by several representatives. An organized coalition of resources was critical
to the challenge of stimulating the development of endogenous science and
technology capacities of developing countries. A representative of a
developing country observed that the possibility of such a coalition
performing the function of a revolving fund, which would purchase
technologies, particula~ly in the public domain from developed countries, sell
them to the developing countries, recoup the expenses and use them for future
activities should be considered. There was a need for both a North-South
cooperation as well as South-South cooperation and, in particular, regional
cooperation. Venture capital funds were another means of financing science
and technology. According to a recent OECD report, the aid given to
developing countries in 1990 was in effect cut in half, constituting about
5 per cent of the military expenditures of those countries. Domestic efforts
to finance science and technology, particularly endogenous capacity-building,
were by themselves inadequate in the absence of strong external financial
support.

72. The following further COmments were made hy several representatives of
developing countries. Mobilizing adequate financial resources for science and
technology was one of the international community's major challenges at the
present time. Since the United Nations Fund had been unable to attract the
critical mass of core resources, it was crucial that other promising avenues
should be explored. The current financial constraints faced by many
developing countries were greatly exacerbating the science and technology gap
with the developed countries. It was imperative therefore to seek a more
effective coalition of resources from the United Nations system and from the
other multilateral, regional and bilateral sources. As observed in the report
of the Secretary-General, in the pursuit of a new financing concept, it was
important not tc lose sight of the lessons of the past concerning the United
Nations Fund for Science and Technology for Development. The principle of
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universal support, especially encompassing all major donor countries was
important, as also the need to promote the confidence of the donor community
by more clearly defining the focus of the various programmes. The other
pitfalls outlined in parag·~ph 50 of the report also needed to be borne ih
mind. The new modality of financing science and technology should focus on
endogenous capacity-building based on commonly accepted and clearly defined
criteria. Effective coordination between donor countries, as well as between
the recipient institutions, should be ensured.

73. In view of che continuing debt crisis and the net transfer of resources
from developing countries to developed countries, it was simply unrealistic to
regard developing countries, particularly the least developed countries, as
being responsible for the inability to mobilize domestic resources for the
implementation of the important concept of endogenous capacity-building. For
most of those countries, sustaining a subsistence-level standard of living was
a daily struggle. The little that such countries could do towards endogenous
capacity-building was itself a great sacrifice that could be boldly pursued
only with a clear indication that such domestic resources would be
supplemented by sufficient external assistance. While it was true that the
involvement of the widest possible stakeholders could facilitate the
implementation of science and technology policies, it was necessary to stress
that unless those efforts were substantially supplemented by external
resources, more frustrations were likely to be experienced by the developing
countries. In Africa, an African Charter for PopUlar participation in
Development and Transformation had been established and endorsed by the
General Assembly in resolution 45/178 C of 19 December 1990, and it had been
hoped that, on issues concerning science and technology for development, the
international community would provide the necessary assistance. In dealing
with the activities of the United Nations Fund, it would have been more
helpful if a measure of quantification had also been introduced. It would
also be useful to be informed of the amount of resources expected to be spen~

on the projects listed i:l the annex to the report of the Secretary-General.

74. Representatives supported the new financing concept of coalition of
resources. Although the United Nations system as a whole had not been
successful in attracting the necessary resources of science and technology,
the spirit of the Vienna Conference expressed in the concept of concrete
programmes was mutually beneficial and would optimize scarce resources.
Strict separation had ofte~ led to underutilization, waste and a flow of
external resources in support of activities that were demonstrably not of the
highest domestic priority. Provision of domestic resources was also
indicative of the firm commitment on the part of recipient countries, which in
turn could give a sense of encouragement to external donors that the
development assistance was meaningfUl and target-oriented. In the proposed
new arrangement for financing science and technology, the least developed
countries should be treated differently and a nominal internal contribution
from these countries, if any, should be sufficient. External donors should be
less assertive on their own assistance criteria and more responsive to the
prioritized projects of recipient countries. As proposed in the report of the
Secretary-General, the World Bank should te urged to consider its support for
the efforts of developing countries to enhance their endogenous capacity in
science and technology as a core element of its policies. This should apply
also to regional development banks. The representatives of developing
countries on the governing boards of those banks should propose such a policy
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shift, take the lead in demonstrating the high priority given to science and
technology and affi~m that they were prepared to make appropri~te adjustments
in the allocation of resources. Efforts of the United Nations Fund, in the
face of financial constraints, to enhance science and technology capacity in
dev~loping countries were commendable. It was gratifying that the Centre and
the Fund were working closely together to support endogenous capacity-building
insclence and technology, which was of crucial importance for sustainable
long-term development of developing countries.

75. Tho representative of a developed country stated that although bilateral
aid constituted a major part of external assistance and would continue to do
so in the future, multilateral aid was unlikely to rise above the current
levels. It was necessary to adopt a more realistic approach towards
coordinating aid as a whole. In addition to regular consultations between
donors and recipients, the proposal to establish an informal association of
donors to mobilize the coalition of resources for endogenous capacity-building
was worth pu~suing. There was also a growing recognition in the donor
community of the need for coordination of aid and a strategic shift towards
capacity-building, as indicated in the report of a recent OECD meeting on
science and technology.

D. Assessment of the impact of the activities of the United
Nations system in promoting endogenous capacity-building
in developing countries in the field of science and
technology

(Agenda item 5)

76. The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development introduced the documents (A/CN.11/l991/4 and A/CN.ll/l99l/CRP.l)
under this agenda item. He stated that the major task since the Vi~nna

Conference in 1979 had been to codify the concept of endogenous
capacity-building in science and technology, the centrepiece of the Viqnna
Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Development, and to
operationalize it in the context of the specificity of individual countries so
as to distinguish generic science and technology activities that were mostly
subsumed under sectors such as agriculture and industry from those which could
oe deemed directly contributory to that complex process. The Advisory
Committee on Science and Technology for Development, having dealt with this
subject and having made important contributions to the definition and design
of the concept, was continuing its work with a view to producing more specific
operational criteria.

77. The Adn,inistrative Committee on Coordination Task Force on Science and
Technology for Development had initiated, in selected developing countries,
pilot programmes that were being implemented by the Centre. In addition to
Jordan, Nepal, Thailand and the United Republic of Tanzania, in which the
programmes were already under implementation, six more countries had been
chosen for similar pilot programmes supported by a trust fund provided by the
Government of Germany through the United Nations Fund for Science and
Technology for Development. A comprehensive evaluation of those activities,
to be undertaken in early 1993, would be followed by a workshop in which
country representatives, the UnIted Nations system and various experts would
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participate. The Centre would then bring out a detailed "how-to" manual for
the benefit of other developing countries. The Centre had adopted a
two-pronged approach in preparing its contribution to the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development comprising the undertaking
of impact assessments in the context of specific countries through
inter-agency missions and the commencing of a more organi~ed and broader
process through the Advisory Committee. The summary of replies that g in line
with considerations developed by the Advisory Committee, had been received
from the different organizations of the United Nations system had been made
available to the Intergovernmental Committee in the form of a conference room
paper.

78. One representative eaid that his country was one of the few fortunate
nations to be benefiting from the endogenous capacity projects. The
programmes deserved strong support by the entire international community. The
objectives of the International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade would not be achir,p.,ed in the field of science and
technology for development in relation to modernizing and transforming the
industrial and agricUltural sectors if such current programmes did not
culminate in implementable programmes.

79. He stressed that although the Centre's report had acknowledged some of
the programmes' stated weaknesses, not all developing countries had been
entrapped by those weaknesses. The x~port of the Secretary-General had
addressed the issue of endogenous capacity-building, while the South
Co~nission's report, The Challenge to the South, had addressed indigenous
capacities. The report of the Secretary-General had stressed that endogenous
capacity was neither the same as indigenous research capacity nor was it
synonymous with infrastructure-building. Though conceptually complex,
endogenous capacity-building was essential for a scientific and technological
breakthrough in developinq countries. Since the report had attributed the
failure to implement the goals of the Vienna Programme to an absence of
clarity in the endogenous capacity concept and in its implementation, the
Intergovernmentcl Committee should analyse that assertion carefully.

80. In recent years transfer of technolo~y fro~ developed to developing
countries had met with determined unwillingness from the developed countries.
Since, as the report had noted, many developing countries were struggling to
survive as pre-industrial communities, the need for external assistance to
achieve genuine endoqenous capacity could not be overemphasized. In that
regard, he expressed appreciation to the mission of experts that had recently
visited his country with the purpose of defining a programme ~f technical
assisLance in the field of building material production based on a strategy of
technology transfer.

81. The representative of a developeo country said that the situation with
regard to the stock of knowledge might be improved through establishment of
local subsidiaries of international corporations, imports, licensing, joint
ventures, collaboration agreements and the hiring of experts. "Absorptive
capability" referred to the application of such knowledge, which required
creativity and innovation and might be promoted through the formulation of
appropriate governmental policies. He supported the argument that developinq
countries must develop their absorptive capability, namely, the ability to
choose, to apply and to adapt. That argument had been the central theme of
the Vienna Programme.
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82. Be emphasi.ed that developing countries must apply the general concept of
endogenous capacity-building in the light of their specific needs within the
field of science and technology, reflecting their domestic soeio-economic,
geopolitical and cultural status, as w6ll as their stage of development.
Bndogenous capacity-building was thus e country-specific operation, that
re~uired strong initiative by the appropriate authorities in all countries
wishing to launch such a process.

83. The representative stressed that the Centre must wark to sensitize the
bilateral and multilateral donor community to the importance of endogenous
capacity-building by developing countries and he recommended that the Centre
encourage the appropriate authorities in developing countries to identify and
assess their technology needs and plan projects for endogenous
capacity-building.

84. The representative of another developed country said that his delegation
continued to attach major importance to endogenous capacity-building in
developing countries. Those countries were still not in a position to
backstop their evaluation and selection of moderu technologies with an
ade~uate number of ezperts. They were ~xperiencing the same lack in the
increasingly important area of assessm3nt of the impact of new technologies on
society, the economy and the environment. In view of the global threat to
climate and to ecological resources, he said, growing importance should be
given to the ~uestion of the environme4tal compatibility of new technologies.
Only countries with aD ade~uate capacity of their own in that area would be
able, in the long te~, to reconcile rodern technological imperatives with the
preservation of their natural resources as a basis for sustained economic
growth and for meeting their citi.ens' basic re~uirements. He agreed with the
Secret~ry-General that endogenous capacity-building in science and technology
was the critical component of sustainable development. That subject should be
given broader consideration in the course of further work by the Centre and in
view of the forthcoming United Nations Conference on Bnvironment and
Development in 1992.

85. The representative of a developed country agre~d with the report of the
Secretary-Ueneral, especially on the need for close coordination of activities
within the United Nations system. Be commended the efforts of the Advisory
Committee, which attached great importance to endogenous capacity-building,
and supported the conclusion that the impact of the United Nations system in
promoting endogenous capacity-building should be global iD ~haracter.

86. As interrelated global problems led to new re~uirements the harmoniaation
of targets and objectives was crucial. Changes in the political climate would
undoubtedly have an impact on scientific and technological development. In
the light of the importance of multilateral cooperation for _ndogenous
capacity-building in the developing countries, the need to look for ~ew

approaches in preparing methodologies and criteria for assessment was urgent.
He commended the work dono by UNESCO in that field and hoped the Centre would
further contribute to tho work being done. Re also hoped that cooperation
among the members of the Administrative Committee on Coordination Task Force
would further improve.

87. The representative of ILO drew co~clusions on endogenous
capacity-building based on the ~ork of his organi.ation. With respect to
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human resource deve10pmenl, he said, endogenous capacity-building involved
three distinct stages, namely, the nurturing of individual skills, the
assembling of the persons embodying such skills into effective organizations
and the infusion of zeal and purpose into those skills. He pointed out that
the process of end.)genous capacity-building varied according to the size of
the country as well al from sector to sector. Small countries faced
intractable difficu1tiel in expanding technological capacity and in devising
and implementing effective technology policies. As for differences among
economic sectorl, endogenous capacity-building in the secondary lector could
be task-specific while endogenoul capacity-building in the tertiary sector
could not be measured by the mastery of a techno10qy. Indeed, aD ILO
.econdary-Iector case-stUdy bad concluded that in addition to macroeconomic
policy inltrumentl, both governmental and non-governmectal institutionl played
a crucial role in the accumulation of technological capacity over time.

88. He stated that endogonous capacity-building might pose a policy dilemma
lince existing technical capability constituted a scarce resource tbat could
be deployed either to generate current output and employment or to create
greater technological capability. Sucb a policy dilemma might be translated
into a choice between immediate smaller increases in output and employment and
mucb larger future gains in botb areas.

e9. Th~ representative of a developing country said tbat since the adoption
of the Vienna Programme of Action the role and value of sciencs and technology
bad acquired particular importance, and were now admitted as a critical
determinant of any soun~ development plan. The United Nations Centre for
Science and Technology f~r Development was in a unique pOlition to play a
leading role in the rapid dove10pment of resources to promote global
progresl. He reviewed activities in the field of science and technology and
said hil country, like other developing countrie., wal in dire need of accell
to technc»logies developed in industrialized countriel. AlIO, there wal urgent
need for an agreement to accelerate the tranlfer of technologiel to developing
countries.

90. He said the ob1ective of his country was to cr~ate strategic planning
capabi1itiel to promote and direct long-term industrial and technological
development. For thole effortl to lucceed, however, the sustained and
continued lupport of the Centre and the United Nationl Fund for Science and
Technology for Development was needed. Peferrin9 to the institutional
arrangements pruvided by the Vienna Programme of Action, be said be Itrong1y
believed that the Centre Il:ou1d be allowed to acquire the mucb-needed critical
mall that would enable it to relpond better to the mandate 9iven to it by the
General Allemb1y. Fu~tber, the Centre and other United Nationl agencies
Ihou1d enhance tbeir efforts to lecure more active involvement of the private
lector in effortl to strengthen the scientific and technological bale of
developing countries.
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B. Agtiyitiea oC tbe Upit,d Nations system in agienge and
toghnOlOgy Cor development, ingludinG tbol. OCj;bo
Contre for BgieAge and TogbnolgGY Cor DeVllOpmlnt AAd
tbl Advisorl Committee on Bgiengg and Togbnglogy for
DevolO;mlDt

(Agenda item 6)

01. In hi. introduction, th~ Officer-iD-Charge of the Centre for Science and
Technolo9Y for Developmont .tated that the item dealt with the Committee'.
original mandate given by the Oeneral Assembly to aasilt it in the t~lk oC
monitoring the activities &nd programmes of tho United Nationl syatem in
.cience and technology for development. The ultimate goal Qf that task was to
improve the Quality of the re.pon.e oC the system a. a whole to the needs of
Member State. in .cience and technology for development. A. the Connitto. was
aware tbrougb more tban a decade oC its work on that issue, the task of
intor-agoncy coordination was complicated by the pervasiveness of .cience and
technology activities throughout the system and the complex .et of
interrelations that o.i.ted amonq the intergovernmental orgaDs iDvolved, both
withi» the UDited Nations and the .pociali.ed agencies. However, he believed
tbat the report of the Director-Oeneral OD Dew developments ~~ trends in the
programmes and activitie. of the United Nations system in .cience and
technology (AlCN.ll/1001/S) reflected a recent evolution in the system as a
whole towards an improved recognition of the substantive goals of the Vienna
Programme of Action.

02. The Officer-in-Charge also introduoed the report of the Secretary-Oeneral
on the activities of the Centre (A/CN.ll/1091/0).

03. The Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Coordination Task rorce
on Science and Technology for Development e.prossed his view that the
aQh.tantive bodies of the Administrative Committee might DOt alwaya have lived
up to their e.pectatioDs. The agenciel had often attended coordinating
meetings witbout the .ish to be coordinated. Rnwever, the Task rorce had
tried to identify common intereats and had voluntarily developed innovative
coordination through inter-agency missions. There was a nee4 for additional
efforts to develop a stable basis for coordination so as to make tbe Task
rorce more effective and better integrated in its United Nations system
activities.

04. ~t it. recent ••••ion, the Task Force had considered the topic of
biotechnology and had prepared a bibliography o~ the subject. In the view of
the Chairman, biotechnolugy was not an exclusive activity of anyone
specialiseo agency, Nevertheless, the combined activitios in tbat area of
most of the aqeDcies could a.sume proper significance.

05. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development introduced and summarized the report of his Committee
(A/CN,ll/109l/6). Re informed the Intergovernn,ental Committee that the
Adviaory Committ.e had chosen la the theme of it. next leslion the role of
Icience and t.chnology in small developing countries, and that it welcomed
IU9gestions from m.mberl of the Intergov.rnmental Committ•• for specific
policy issues that might be addreloed by that theme.
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06. Many of the delegations e.prossed their appreciation for the report of
the Director-General. The representative of one devoloping country noted that
hie country wae impressed with t.he information but would have liked to see
specific recommendations on the two key iSBues of coordination and
harmoniaation. Pe waa interested to note a thematic commonality in the Unlted
Natione syatem ln fields such aa biotechnology, micro-electronics and new
material., and in endogenous capacity-bul1dln9. He expressed his desire for
more comprehensive and detailed listin9 of those developments.

97. Several repr••entatives teiterated their desire to see tbe Centre aasume
a etronger role in ~oordination, as forestien in General Assembly resolution
34'218. The representative of one ~eveloping country pointed out that the
Centre was the institutional instrument deslgned to affirm the central role of
the United N,'tlons la the promotion of sclenoe and technology for development.

08. Apprech.tion waa also .xpreBled for the A4min1atratlve Committee on
Coordination Task Force on Scienoe and Technology for Development. One
reprllsentati',e from a developed country 8tated tbat he would like to aee the
role of the 'ra8. Forclt further atrengthened.

00. Many representatives e.pres8ed their strong support for the endogenous
capacity-building pilot projects and aome expresaed their deaire to have
similar projects implemented in thsir countries in addition to those already
under way.

100. The representative of a developed country 8teted that his delegation waa
plea.ed ~o ••e that Dctivitie8 of the Centre were focused on the central tbeme
of the Viennh Programme of Action, namely, endogenous oapacity-building of
developing countries. He proposed that, in order to improve the pilot
pro,ecte, tbe respective countries should engage external consultants
SUffioiently familiar with their socio-ecoDomic situations and with the area
of ecience and technology and make better use of mobililing technical
••pertiee available in the United Nations system.

101. A representative of a developed country emphasized the importance of
endogenous capacity-building and pointed out that the theme on transfer and
managemont of environmentally sound technologies wal closely related to it.
He therefore welcomed the orglSniaation by the Centre of a s.ries CIf

conferencfts on policy iSBues and options related to an assessment of
clean-coal technology. He allo noted that endogenous capacity-building was an
important prerequisito for accesl to information and data on environmentally
sound technologies and suggested that tho possibilities of regional
cooperation in that field be Itrongly considered.

102. A reprelentative of a develop'ng country said that the endogenous
capacity-building project boing carried out in his country, in cooperation
with the Centre, was of great significance to the country.

103. Another representative of a developing country expresled his appreciation
for the activities of the Centre and their increasingly practi~al ability to
respond effectively to the increased needs of developing countries in science
and technology. He singled out particularly the seminar on desertificati,n,
held iu China in 1990, at which emphasis was placed on endogenous
capacity-building to combat dosertification and develop arid and semi-arid
areas.
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104. The representative of a developing country pointed out that the report of
the Director-General contained suggestions regarding the promotion of
entrepreneurship in developinq countries in small and medium-sized industries,
enterprises to de~~~~~ environmentally sound technologies and assistance to
facilitate establishment of consultancy businesses for technological
management. Re e.,ressed his desire to receive additional information on vhat
was envisaged and what practical measures were feasible to reali.e those
ob'ectivea. The represeatative of a developed country also stressed the need
to esamine closely the problem of creating market mechanisms for technological
innovations. In particular he suggeeted that attention be given to the
leqislative measures that could affect innovation.

105. Several representatives e.,ressed their continued support for the
Advanced Technology Assessment System and emphasi.ed the need to approach it
from hoth a methodological and a capacity-building point of view. The
representative of a developed country suggested that increasing attention b~

given to developing the endogenous capacity of technology assessment in
developing countries and not 'Ult to aatisfying curiosity. Several
representatives from both developed and developing countries aupported the
idea of a 1992 meeting on the role of technological monitoring, assessment and
forecasting. One representative of a developing country proposed that the
suggestion be esamined in depth.

106. A representative of a devaloped country stressed the importance of being
able to choose, poss.ss, apply and adapt environmentally sound technologies,
including adaptation to the social, economic, technological and enviro~ental

conditions of developing countries. A necessary prerequisite vas investments
in the development of human resources through education and enhanced research
capabilities.

107. Many of the delegations • .,ressed 'eneir appreciation for the report of
the Advisory Committee and suggested that the recommendations in the report
could provide a useful input for the United N£tions Conference on BnviroDmRnt
and Development.

108. The representative of a developed c~unt~y noted .~at the report provided
useful guidance and proposals on the fu~ure orientation of science and
technology for development. Another representative of a developed country
supported the Advisory Committee's proposal for setting up intern~tional

technical par£s, which could be the concrete embodiment of cooperation.

109. Several r~presentatives e.,ressed ~eir appreciation for the report on
the methodologies and asked the Committee to consider vays in vbich its
recommendations might be implemented.

110. The representative of a developing c~untry proposed that tbe neat theme
of th. Intergovernmental Committee should l~ke advantage of nevly developed
mathematical modelling, especially nOD-linear modelling, in order to eaamin~

and compare the results of similar and different approaches to applying
science and technology t~ development. The c~mparison would be applicable to
sectors and sub-sectors both within a single country and between different
countries.

111. The r~present.ative of the United Nations ~niversity provided information
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on its researcb programmes, wbich included nnt only basic scientific research
but also the application of science and technology in supporl wf the
development process. In the context of the University's Second Medium-Term
Perspective (1990-1095), the research agenda would focus on advODces in
science and technology for development. Ma10r aspects of the related work
were central to the work of the Institute for New Technologies at Maastricht,
the Netherlands, the International Institute for Software Technology at Macau,
the Programma of 8iotechnoloqy 1n Latin America and the Caribbean at Caracas,
and the programmes coordinated by the Univer~ity Centre in Tokyo. Re noted
that the University bad developed close collaborative ties with the Centre in
several areas. One of those was a 'oint pro'ect to set up a machine-readable
register of research in the United Nations system, inItially in the area of
science and technology and subsequently in other areas.

112. Tb6 representative of ILO hiqhlighted some of its experiences in
monitoring and forecasting the social impact of newly emerging technologies,
especially on employment, productivity an4 the working environment. The areas
covered by the organization's technology assessment ~&ercise include4
biotechnologyl micro-electron~cs-relatedtechnologies and robotization.

113. Tbe representative of BSCAP summarized the organization'S activities in
relation to endogenous capacity··building in sci.)nce and technology for
development, wbich had somehow not beln reflected in the report of the
Director-General.

114. The representative of the Department of International Bconomic and Social
Affairs ~tated that tbe World Economic Survey, prepared by the Department,
provid~4 &D overall account of economic trends, including those which affected
sustainable development. The Department attached great importance to the role
of entrepreneurship and bad thus assisted in the promotion of the private
sector in qeneral and more specifica'ly in the development of entrepreneurship
in, for instance, small and medium-sized enterprises.

115. ~e representative of the Third World Academy of Sciences called
attention to the Academy'S acbievements in providin9 due recognition to
scientific excellence in the third world as well as research grants and
fellowub!ps to promising younq scientists from the South. Re also referred to
the proposal beinq made by the Academy'S Cbai~&D to develop a network of
researcb and training centres of excellence in science and technology &Dd in
environmental setences, wbich was being welcomed by many countries. In bis
view, the neod for coordination beinq referred to in the Director-General's
report between the United Nations system anel the Tbird World ~'~"dem1' of
Science. and its nltwork of scientific institutions should be .xteDded to new
non-qoveramental ofganlaations create4 at the regional level.

116. The representative of the European Council of Social Research OG LatIn
America underlined the importance of social sciences in the field of science
and technology for development. His organization'S preoccupation was the
potential repercussion of a restr~cturinq of the relationship beween Europe
and Latin America. Tbe Council also proposed a ,pecial think tank within the
Council with possible support of the United Nations system, to f~cus on the
socioloqy of sci.ace and technolo~J' ~nd in particular to analyse tbe social
conditions for the ~mpl&Dtation of actence and technology in developing
countries.
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r. Programme gU.ltiopl

(Ag.nda i till 7)

117. Th. Offic.r-in-Charge of the Centre for Sci••oe ..d Technology for
D.v.lopment 6r•• the attention of the Committee to dooume.t AlCR.11/1991/CIP.3
cov.riJl9 this age.da it.m. B••aid that the Ce.tre'. programme activiti•• for
the bi...ium 1992-1993 f.ll uad.r four .ubprogramme., ....ly, e.dog••ou.
oapacity-building aad r••ourc. mobililatio., the A4vaaced Technology Alert
Sy.te., coordi.ation aad harmo.i.atio. of activitie. of the United Nations
sy.tem on .oie.oe aad technology, and info~atio. service••

118. B. in4ioat.d that tho•• activities would conti.u. to focu. on two major
areas. The first ar.a would r••po.d to issu•• of lDt.rne.ional oo.c.rn
through variou. t.ohnology a.s••sm.nt ••erci.e. with sp.cial empba.i. on
pr.paration of the .ub.taativ. th.me for the deliberation. of the
Intergov.rnmental Committee aad the G.n.r,al Aasemb1y. The .eoo.d ar.a of
activitie. wa. to provide ori.ntatio. aad a••i.tanoe to .e1ect.d d.veloping
oouatrie. i •••tabli.bing .cienc. and t.chDology policie. aDd promoti.g policy
dialogues o••clenoe aad technology in the develo,ment proc.... The
activitie. related to coordination aad harmoni.ation a. well aa information
aad commuaication ••r. of a .upportlv. nature for the imp1.mentatio. of the
above two Major area. of actlvitl•••

119. Tbe repres••tativ. of ICA .tated that the programme aotlvitle••hou1d
1.c1ude specifio roles for the r.gional commissio.s.
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V. ACTION TAIW1 BY TIll CC'MMITTBB

A. DrIft r,sQlution A/CI.11/lpRl/L••

120. At the 113th meeting, on 1 MIY, ~e repre.entative of Ghana (on behalf of
the State. Member. of the United Nation. that are members of the Group of '7)
introduced a draft re.olut.lon, entitled "Sclence and technology for
development In the 1090." (AlCH.ll/1901/1.. t).

121. At the 114th meetiag, the Secretary orall~' revised the draft re.olution.
Following further amendment. proposed by the re~re.entative. of Malawl, Ghana
(on behalf of the State. Member. of the Unlted Natlons that are member. of ehe
Group of 77) and 8ralil, the Committee adopted the draft re.olution a. orally
revi.ed and amended (.ee para. 3).

8. B10ptlQn Qf the ChlirmaD ODd nomiDltiQD Qf other Qfficer.
'Qr the twolfth soosipn Qf tbe Cpmmittee, ADd IRPpiDtmeDt
Of b member QC tho A4yilprX Committee 9D SpieDpe IDd
.,.ghDol9U fOr poyol0amont

122. ror it. con.lderation of the item, the Committee had before it two note.
by the S.cr.tariat on the proc.dur. for the appointment of member. of the
Advlsory Committee on Sai.nc. and Technology for Developm.nt (AlCH.ll/1001/8)
B~~ the interim appointment of a memb.r of the Advl.ory Committee on Sclenc.
and T.chnology for Developm.nt (A/CN.11/1001/10).

123. At It. 11.th meeting, on 3 May, the Committee declded that .lnce the
ayele of nOmlD&tioD of member. of the Advi30ry Committee on Scienc. and
T.chnology for Development did not eoin~id. with the bieDDia1 cycle of
•••sions of the Committ.e, it would con"en. an ••traordinary ••••ion in 1992
to appoint 1. memberl fo~ a three-y.ar t.~ (1093-1995) to fill vacancies that
would occur OD 31 Decemb.r 1092. It further 4ec14e4 that, In or4er to en.ure
that, lD the futur., the.e appolntm.nt. coinci4ed with the regular ••••ion. of
the Intergovernm.ntal Committee on Sci.Dce and Technolo9Y for D.v.lopmGnt, the
terms of office of member. of the Advi.ory Committee should be changed from
three to four year., .tarting with those whose term••tarted on
1 January lOOt. They wuuld from then on .erv. only on. four-year term.

12•• At the lame m.eting, the Committee 4ecide~ to appoint
Mr. Vla4imlr A. Labunov (Union of Soviet Sociali.t Republic.) a. a member of
the Advisory Committee for the remainder of the term of
Mr. Alezandre P. Vladl.lavlev, who had resigned from the AdvisQry Committee.

125. At the lame meeting, the Committee agreed to continue to work on an
informal ba.i. ~ith the bureau of the .1eventh le.sion to follow the
lub.tantive preparation. for the twelfth ses.ion, ~. propo.ed by several
repre.entative., thi. would al.o give the Committee time to look into the
nominatibns of the member. of the bureau for the twelfth le••ion. Thi.
arrlnqemont would not prejudge the compo.itioD of the Dew bu~.au.
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c. Draft proyilioDal agoDda for tbe twelfth seslion
Of the Committeo

126. At the lltth meeting, on 3 May, the Secretary orally revised the draft
provilional agenda for the twelfth session of the Committee, as contained in
docam.nt AlCN.11/1901/L.3/~4.6.

la1. At the lame meeting. the representatives of Egypt and the Netherlands
propole4 further amendments tu the provisional agonda. The Committee then
adopted the draft provisional agenda for the tweli'th session contained in
document AlCH.l1/1001/L.3/Add.6 as orally revised and amended. The draft
provilional a,enda readl ~s folloWl1

1. Ilection of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and organizational matters.

3. Substantive themel

The contribution of technologiel, inclUding new and emerging ones,
for the industrialization of developing countries and for the
strengthening of regional and global integration processes,
including proposals on ways and means of transferring such
technologies and for their incorporation in the productive sector of
thole countries.

DOcumentatiOD

Report of the Secretary-General on the contribution of technologies,
inclUding new and emerging onces. for the industrialization of
developing countries and for the strengthening of regional and
global integration procesl~~.

4. Activities of the United Nations Iysteml

(a) Coordination and cooperation in science and technology within
the United Nations systeml

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on ways and meIDs of improving
the quality of coordination and cooperation in Icience and
technology for development.

(b) Assessment of the impact of activities of the United Nations
system related to the process of creating and strengthening
endogenous capacity-building in science and technology in
Ceveloping countriesl

DocumentatioD

Report of the Secretary-General on the enhancement of the
impact of the activities of the United Nations system on the
creation and strengthening of endogenous capacities in science
and technology.
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(c) Activities of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development.

DocumentAtion

Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the Centre for
Science and Technology for Development.

5. Activities of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
D~velopment.

Documentation

Report of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development.

6. Transfer and application of environmentally sound energy
technologies.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the utili.ation aDd marketing of
energy technol09~es. focusing the policy issues and options for the
transfer aDd application of environmentally sound techaol09iee.

7. FinlDcing science and technology far development. including the
activities of the United Nations Fund for Science and Techaology for
Development.

DQcumentation

Report of the Secretary-General on proposals for the organi.ation of
a coalition of resources to finance science and technology for
development.

8. Programme questions.

9. Ilection of the Chairman and nomination of other officers for the
thirt6~~th session of the Committee. and appointment of members of
the Advisory Committee on Science aDd Technology for Development.

10. Provisional agenda and organiaation of work for the thirteenth
session of the Committee.
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VI • CONCLUDING IBMARlS

128. The Officer-in-Ch&rge of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development Maid that the resolution adopted by the Committeo reflected views
and sugg••tivn. of tde r.p~e.eatativ•• of different countries, a. well a.
intergoveramental and non-govorameatal organiaation••

120. The Centre was pr.pa~ed, with the aupport of the Director-Gen~ral for
Development and International Rconomic Cooperation, and in clo.e cooperation
with the Taak rorce on Sclence and Technology for Development of the
Adminiltrative Committee on Coordination, to eDhance its effort. in responding
to the re~ueata of the reaolution. The future report would not be an academic
eaercise, rather it would be based on available reporta, empirical data and
case-studiea. Special attention should be devoted to the situation in the
least developed countries, aa scientific communities in those countries
deserved solidarity. Ways and meaDa should be worked out to involve
representative. of those countriel in the future ~e1iberation8 of the
Committee. Be aaid it was important that the Committee function as a forum
iD~~lvlng individuals, representing scientific communities, al vell al
ldgielative bodie.. The i~ternational dimension should be conlidered in order
to accommodate that purpose.

130. Tbe Chai~an of the Committee, in his concluding remarks, aald the
Committee had analysed the world lituation in the field of scie~ce and
technology, al vel! as how to mate itl role more efficient. The resolution
adopted by th~ Cor4mittee would provide the quideline. for it. work during the
neat se••ion in 1003.

131. leferring to the elev6~th aelsion, he aaid a spirit of cooperation had
guided the Commit~ee'8 activities, but there was still deep concern and even
apprehenlion over the difficult tasks that lay ab~ad. The world was in
serious di.e~uilibrium and atil1 knew too little of the remedie. to be applied
to eDlure .tability. Be wished to reiterate hi. previou.ly expres.ed per.onal
belief that in the 1000& science would provide the kuowledge and the Dew
vi.tas that would help to modify the world.

132. a••xpr••••d the hope that iD future all people would be equal and that
iD the third milleaium the world would DO 10DCler be divided In term. of
developed aDd developing countriel.
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