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CARTA DE FECHA 3 DF JULIO DE 1991 JIRIGIDA AL SECRETARIC
GENERAL POR EL REPRESENTANTE PERMANENTE DEL IRAQ ANTE
LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Siguiendo instrucciones de mi Gobierno, tengo el honor de adjuntarle un
informe de la organizacidn Medicina por la Paz, 4de 27 de junio de 1991,
relativo a las graves consecuencias que tienen las sanciones econdémicas para
el Iraq y su sistema sanitario.

Le agradeceria que tuviera a bien hacer distribuir la presente carta y

sus anexos como documento del Consejo de Seguridad.

(Pirmado) Abdul Amir A. AL-ANBARI
Embajador
Representante Permanente

91-21883 12654 Zeoo
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JUNE 27, 1991

__AS._

MED!CINE FOR PEACE

MEDICINA PCR LA PAZ MICKHAEL V. VICLA. M 2.

REV. GERALD §. TWCivgy
CO-DIECTONS

MEDICAL CARE SYSTEM IN IRAQ IN IMMINENT DANGER QF COLLAPSE

MFP TEAM URGES LIFTING OF MEDICAL EMBARGD

A medical delegation of academic physicians, sponsored by
Medicine for Feace (MFP), has recently visited Irag and has com-
plected a comprehensive evaluatiocn of a numbaer of hospitals in the
center and outskirts of Bagdhad. The team spent one week assess-
ing the present condition of the health care system through dis-
cusgiong with the Deputy Minister of Health, Ministry officials,
represeantatives of non-governmental humanitarian organizacions
baged in rural areas of Iraq, and with a large number of Iragi
physicians. Most importantly, the tcam examined hundreds of
hospitalized children, reviewed methcds used for diagnosis andé
treatment, and evaluated the abilicy of the Iraqi medical systen
to care for ecritically ill children.

The MFP report, which will be released on June 27, 1991, in-
cludes the following conclusions and recommendations:

1. 8evere malnutrition and chronic diarrhee in childrea un-
der five has reached gpidemic proporticons and represents the
¢ingle most c¢ritical health care problem in post-war Iraqg.

2. The previously documented cutbreak of infectious dig-
eages (typhoid fever, viral hepatitis, meningitis, tetanus, cholers,
and poliomyelitis) resulting fzom destruction of the sanitation
systen, has worsened during the months of May and June.

3. There are criticael shercages of vital medicines including
antibiotics, vacelines, and infant formulas. The functioning of
hospitals is severely impaired because of shortages of epare parts
end lubrication oil for diagnostic and therapsutic imstruments,
refrigeration units and air condition systems. These shortages
have paralyzed the hospital health care system &and the best

hospitals in Ireq arc barely functioning. /
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4. The net effect of the sanctions imposed by United Na-
tions resolution 662 has been a functional embargo of medicireg
and supplies necessary to sustain the lives of hundreds of
thousands of children over the next year.

h . tha Gulf War has resulted in apidemic levels of
pectentially curable childhood diseases. The inability to obtain
the necessary nedicines to treat thase disecases and the absence
of resources to sustain hospitals, outpatient facilities and phra:-
macies is likely to rsasuit -in the ¢ollapse in the Ira ! hRealth
care system within the next few morths. : -

The MFP team strong.y urges modifying the aenbargo impcsed -y
UN resolution €62 to allow the Iragi Mini{stry of Kealth to obtain
the nedicine and supplies it desperately needs.

r_Pe is a Long Island/New York based
huranitarian organization concerned with health care prodblems of
pecple in need. Menmters of the team includes Dr. Michael Viola,
Professor of Medicine and Microbiolegy, State University of MNew
York at Stony Brook and co-director of MFP) _Dr, lewis Marshall,
an infectious disease specialist fron Moward University and
Providence Hospital irn washington, D.C., and hesd of the
washington, D.C. eoffice of MFP: Dp, William LiPera, an incerniss
at University Hospital and the State University of New York at
stony Brook: Daniel Loughran, & broadcast communicatiors educator
gzom B3.0.C.E.8 III on Long Island, and Akrap Absatr, &n Arabic
interpreter frow Amman, Jordan.

The MFP tean in Iraq produced a fiim, "After the Story,"
docurenting the plight if Iragqi children. For furiher informa-
tien, please contact D, Michagl Viela, 516-444-1727 {n New York,

or D, Lawis Marshall, 202-479-2873 in Washingten, 0.C.
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U.N. sanctions: |

‘Silent disaster’
for the children

By Lee Michael Katz
YSA TODAY

% The Security Council should consider
easing tough United Nations sanctions to
prevent 8 "silent disaster” brewinf among
stricken lraqi civillans, the U.N. high com-
missioner for refugees ;ald Wednesday,

-« A new repon adds Impact to a Harvard
study that says 170.000 iragl children
could die within a year as a resulit of sanc
tons and war-related causes In what UN,
Righ Commissioner Sadako Ogoua called
“2 quiet, deteriorating emergency.”

~ Ogata said In an interview that a UN.
Tnspecton team will review [raq’s heaith,
water and sanitadon problems,

= The sanctions — supportad by the Unit-
& Slates and altics 0 squeezs Saddam
Hussein out of power ~ haven't crippled
the {raqi leader, Ogata saig
.+ “What seems t0 have happened right
now is the leader (Saddam) does not seem
10 have been punished, bul the people
have taken a very heavy toll,” she said.

* Adding fuel to Ogata's commenss: &n
fraq ingpection report, 1 be releasad to-
day by a New York humanitarian group,
Medicine for Peacs,

2 oblern's herridie,” the group's
Michaet Viols sald, "Hespitais ave
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OVAL OFFICE TALKS: UN, Migh Commissioner Sadako Ogats, of Japan, met with
President Bush Monday to discuss the status of lraqi civilang,

and hospitals without working laboratories
or medicine. “We saw Kids ... mnu:’?
st dying in (ront of our eyes,” Vioia X
“We saw 8 lot of kids who were terminal
from diseases that were easily cured if
sanctions were not in place.”

Although food and medi¢ine sra exempt
from the U.N. embdargo, Viola sa14, frozen
Iraql assets and blocked shipmeats have
made infant formuias and medicine ug.
available. “All the malautrition is because
¢f the cm%arp.;mm sald. 1t loolks itke

“ [,

parent chicanery in hiding his nuciear fa-
cilities is likely to further opposition.

Saying she did not want to “pass judg
ment” on the sanctions, Ogata dipiomag.
cally seconded the call for allowing some
Iragi oil expornts W pay for focd and med!l.
cine. "It depends on how it's ifted,” Oata
said, suggesting sanctions “may de eised
in proporuon.”

“Then make sure that the past that has
been lifted would be sent directly to the
wulnerable people — children and dadies

and hospitals,” Ogats said.
P kaq warned, 1A




