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ANMEX
Material provided by the Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United

Nations concerning the oppressive policies of the Government of
Bulgaria against the Turkish minority in that country

The letter of the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria (&/41/159 of
12 Peb. .ary 1986) is another futile attempt to deny the massive and brutal
oppression of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria. The Permanent Mission of Bulgaria
does not seem to have grasped the simple fact that the international community has
made abundantly clear its condemnation and abhorrence of the forcible measures
designed to "Bulgarize" the Turkish minority.

The Bulgarian letter again inrdulges in convoluted and distorted historical
arguments, none of which can be taken seriously. In its previous letter of
26 November 1985 {A/40/904), the Permanent Mission of Turkey had set the record
straight with regard to Bulgarian assertions. The Government of Bulgaria should
finally realize that history cannot be re-written to enable it to concoct a
plausible version for itself. In any case, a historical debate is beside the
point., Historical information is useful only as a background for a better
understanding of the present problem, but it cannot change or in any manner justify
what is taking place in Bulgaria since over a year.

The purpose of the Permanent Mission of Bulgaria, in replying with a delay of
two and a half months to the letter of the Permanent Mission of Turkey, seems to be
to create a smoke screen around the inhuman and racist policies of the Bulgarian
Government &t a time when the Commission on Human Rights is in session in Geneva
and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is about to meet in
New York. Such tactics are condemned to be counter-productive, since they will
only shed more light on the falsification of facts by the Bulgarian authorities.
Within the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, for example, even
a cursory comparison between relevant United Nations documents, prepared and
submitted by the Government of Bulgaria, such as CERD/C/20/Add.19 of 17 May 1978
and CERD/C/118/Add.17/Rev,)l of 18 October 1984, which contain numerous references
to the Turkish minority in Bulgaria, and CERD/118/Add.17/Rev.l dated
10 January 1986, which deletes all such references, would suffice to conclude that
the "revised" Bulgarian position is indefensible in view of the previocus
information provided by the Government of Bulgaria itself on the Turkish minority
in Bulgaria. The Government of Bulgaria by repudiating its own documents should
not expect the world to be suddenly plagued by amnesia, Bulgaria's efforts tc have
this crime deleted from the United Nations archives will not succeed unless it
reverses its monstrous racial policies.

Various aspects of this grave humanitarian problem were dealt with in detail
in the letter dated 26 November 1985 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey
(A/40/904) , which stressed that all the rights of the Turkish Muslim minority in
Bulgaria are violated in an abhorrent manner:

(a) All the members of the Turkish minority have been physically forced to
adopt Bulgarian names;
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(b) All use of the Turkish language has been banned;

(c) A continuous defamatory campaign has been waged against all Islamic
practices, traditions and beliefs)

(d) Al) those who have resisted those policies have been subjected to
physical violence and deported to other .ocations in Bulgaria, including the
concentration camp on the Belene island in the Danube. There are also continuous
reports of torture resulting in deaths;

(@) The Turkish minority has been prohibited from emigrating, although Turkey
has declared that it is ready to recszive as many of its members who would wierh to
emigrate to Turkey)

(t) All areas of Bulgaria populated by the Turkish minority have been sealed
off from the world.

Bulyarian authcrities have more recently gone into new extremes against the
Turkish minority in their country. For instance:

{a) Observance of all Islamic practices and traditions, including fasting
during the month of Ramadan and pilgrimage to Mecca, have been banned)

(b) Members of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria are prohibited from
communicating with relatives in Turkey) visa applications of the latter are
indiscriminately turned down by the Bulgarian authorities and even telephone calls
between the members of such divided families are no longer permitted)

(c) In an unprecedented display of mania, all Turkish names on tombstones in
Muslim cemeteries have either been covered with paint or otherwise destroyed.

The Bulgarian Government's unprovoked wrath againat the Turkish minority has
been and is condemned by the international community, in general, and Islamic
nations, in particular. 1In this connection, the "Resolution of the Sixteenth
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers on the plight of the Turkish-Muslim
minority in Bulgaria®™, which was circulated as an annex to document A/41/93 of
20 January 1986, should be underlined as a manifestation of international concern
over the Bulgarian policies.

Despite the severe restrictions placed on them, isumerous members of the
Turkish minority in Bulgaria are escaping through various routes and means from the
persecution in Bulgaria in order to start a new life in Turkey. As a noteworthy
case, the Supreme Court of Greece in Athens rejected lart December a demand by the
Government of Bulgaria for the extradition of three Bulgarian citizens of Turkish
origin. The Greek Supreme Court accepted that in December 1984 the Bulgarian
authorities had tried to ch’nge the names of those three members of the Turkish
minority and that they (and their famjlies) had left Bulgaria in order to avoid
persecution.

’,
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In view of the fact that countless independent reports on the tragic situation
of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria were carried by the world media in the course
of 1985 (see A/40/904, appendix I), Bulgarian assertions such as "we are an open
tourist country” and "foreign diplomats enjoy full freedom of movement in
Bulgaria. Not one of them has been able to ascertain a single incidence of
violence" are hardly convincing.

Furthermore, the Bulgarian letter pathetically contradicts itself hy
boastfully stating, on the one hand, that in 1985 more than 2,300 foreign
journalists went to Bulgaria, and, on the other, by asserting that "all writings in
the ... mass media about violencz, murders, rapes, etc., have no foundation in
reality”. Perhaps the explanation of the irraticnal and weird Bulgarian frame of
mind can be found in the following quotation from The Economis® of
25-31 January 1986:

"Bulgaria has mobilised its scientists in an effort to support its
government's claim that the country's 800,000 or so ethnic Turks are in fact
full-blooded Bulgarians. An acticle in a national daily, Otechestven Front,
has analysed the results of ‘anthropolcgical tests' suppouedly conducted over
the past 30 years by anthropologists from the Sofia Institute of Morphology in
three districts which contain many members of Bulgaria's Turkish, Macedonian
and Greek minorities. The scientists' finding: the Bulgarian nation is pure
and uncontaminated, and has remained unchanged since the Middle Ages.

"According vo the anthropologists, the Bulgarian people took shape in the
ninth and tenth centuries as a blending of Slavs, Thracians and Asiatic
tribes, This mixture evolved into a homogeneous entity, the people now called
Bulgarians. The foreign invasions of the past 1,000 years left no racial
mark, it eems. The implication is that members of the Turkish minority are
merely Bu.garians who happen to speak Turkish.

"Experts at the Bulgarian Institute of Brain Research - Yugoslavia's
Tanjug news ajency reports - have meanwhile been studying the Bulgarian
brain., Their preliminary findings, just released, show that it has been
toughened by centuries of hardship and has developed its own peculiar way of
thinking. But the Lesearchers also found evidence to suggest that Bulgarians
are not using their grey matter enough. The Institute's director is said to
have called on ‘'owners of Bulgaria's 9m brains to keep thinking as much as
possible'. They might start by reflecting on the validity of the sort of
research into racial purity which went out of fashion with Nazi Germany."

The text of an extensive report on Bulgaria by a foreign journalist that was
published in The New York Times of 8 December 1985 is attached as appendix I as
another example illustrating the hollowness of the Bulgarian arguments.

The questions faced by the Turkish minority in Bulgaria are too grave to be
covered up or explained away. The plight of these people is reflected in the
excerpts from their letters contained in appendix 1I. The Bulgarian authorities
should rest assured that these letters are authentic, as are the additional
Bulgarian documents cc.tained in appendix I1IIX.
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Bulgaria obviously has grave misconceptions on the ac’ “dsion to international
instruments that is a prerogative of sovereign States. A State does not violate
international law or disrupt international order by not being a party to certain
international instruments. However, when sovereign States duly adhere to
international instruments, they undertake commitments that should be nonoured in
good faith. As noted in the previous Turkish letter, Bulgaria is making a mockery
of this fundamental principle by violatiny in bad faith its contractual obligations
concerning the Turkish minority in that country.

The Bulc arian contention of Turkish intervention in its internal affairs
obviously cannot be upheld in any context. The persecution of the Turkish minority
in Bulgaria violates that country's treaty obligations and international
humanitarian norms. Therefore, it is a humanitarian question of international
~oncern and a matter of particular interest to Turkey.

The Bulgarian allegation that Turkey is engaged in an anti-Bulgarian campaign
is unwarranted. In view of the persecution of the Turkish minority, the efforts of
Turkey to bring this gross violation of human rights to the atteation of the
relevant international forums and the world public opinion should not have
surprised Bulgaria. However, Bulgaria should not only be concerned with the
cpprobrium of the world opinion, but also with the internal consequences of its
actions and policies. No matter what measures are taken by the Government of
Bulgaria, it is evident that a minority of 1.5 million people will not disappear
and will not lose its true identity. But by taking such inhuman measures against
its own citizens, Bulgaria may have lost forever the chance to devclop a genuine
harmony and conciliation in the country.

The Government of Turkey has no need to discredit the Government of Bulgaria,
whose own actions have severely damaged its international image. T1ts contractual
rights and obligatinns make Turkey an interested party to the huminitarian tragedy
unfolding in Bulgaria. Not only the Government of Turkey, but all who profess to
care about human rights cannot and should not be expected to remain indifferent in
the face of Bulgaria's continued violation of the Charter of the Unitad Nations,
the international instruments on human .ghts and the releva ¢ bilateral treaties
between Turkey and Bulgaria.
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APPENDIX I*

T ——— ———

¢ Avajilable in English only.
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Eheew Pork Eimes Magazine

December8, 1985

GOING BACK:

Bulgaria,




The authar, twice
barred from the
country, finds
improved living
conditions. But the
nation is wrenched
by foreign intrigue
and comestic
oppression.

to tilusrrata the attitudes of Ruma.
nia toward neighboring states. The
joka took a cut at Todor Zhivkow,
then Suigaris’s Prims Minister. It
appedred first in 1983 {n the dally
paper, prompring the injtial ukass.
When it appeared a second timw, In
this megazine, the Buigariang re-
iterated the [ifetime ban, I had noc
testad the ban until now, and al
though | hsd no trouuls getting &
visa, | was a bit hesitant.

Not surprizingly, [ found many

leaky plastic of yore; the restawe
rant food did not induce bolls: the
Gamza hargundy was exceilent.
Pleasanuly cinmuad i & broad
valley, Sofia iz described by Bu-
garians as “the gresoast city in
Europe’ and streets are iined with
black {Continued on Page 158)

David Binder, who ssrved as The
New York Times’s East Europs
slrusesndent from (255 10 1987, i3
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BULGARIA

Continued from Page 155

jocusts, maples, Dbirchss,
elms and horse chestnuts.
Looming to the south {s Mt,
Vitosha, the quesn of tha Rila
range; to the north are the
long spines of the Balkan
Mountains,

The ity was established as
Serdica in: the sanond century
by 'he Roman Emperor
Trajan on the sita of an an-
cient Thracian settiament;
siements of Roman fortifica-
tions he'se been carefully pre-
served to this day. The archi~
tecture of the capital is a con-
genial mixture of Viennesa,
Byzantine and Turiish styles,
aithough a Parisian critic re-
cantl; described the mus
tard-inted former royal pal.
ace as ‘‘s French town uall."”

With its screeching yailow
streetcars, its onbk! -~ ned
avenuss and -=e-fo0fed
shacks housuig thousands of
Gypsies, Sofia seems an ap-
propriate setting for old-{ash.
{oned intermational intrigue,
but scarcely the ideal spot for
masterminding a far-flung
plot to musder o Pope.

Nonetheless, that s what
an [talian magistrate has
charged. (n 1982, Mehmst All
Agca — the lone Turlush gun-
man seized after attempting
to kill Pope John Paul II the
previous year -. swore that
Sergei 1. Antonov, chief of the
Buigarian airiine office (n
Rome, a1sd two other Buigar-
iana had direciad the plot.
Worsa still was the sugges-

ton by ths Italian mui‘s-'
trate, Ilario Martella, that

the assassins were acting as'

agents of the Bulgarian Gov-
ernment.

The Bulgarians promptly
rejected the charges as
P But even {f the
*Bulgarian connection’ s
proved faise (the outcome of
Agca‘s interminable trial s
as unpr.dictable as Agea’s
testimony, which has in-
cluded ~~ among othar asser-
tions ~- his claim that he is
Jesus Christ), the incident
further tarnished the image
of a country that has already
been implicatsd in a number
of cloak-and-dagger activi-
ties.

There was, for instancs, the
case {n 1978 of the notorious
umbreila Lkiller who flred
from his bumbershoot a
minuscule platinurn peilet
comaining a powerful poison
into the leg of Georgi Markov,
a dissident Bulgarian writer
living In London. Mr. Mar-
kov, who had assailed P .4:-
dent Todor Zhivkav (n sroad-
casts transmitted by -Radio
Free Europe to his homeland,
died four days later at age 49.
His agsassin waia never found.

Then there are the chary .3
that Bulgaria’s large xport
company, Kintex, |s an inter-
national arms trafficker.
Deputy Foreign Minister
Lyuben Gotsev acknowl.
edged to me in an interview
that '"there have been cases

in which Kintex arms have
been (ound in the hands of
people who are, as you say,
hostile to the United States”
— peopile, according to Amer-
ican intalligence agents, such
as Arub terrorists in Lebanon
and Libya.

In addition, the United
States Drug Enforcemaent Ad-
ministration says that Bu'-
881 .an authoritius harbor in-
ternational dealers Jesponsi-
bls for shipments of haroin
and other narcotics from the
Miiddle East to northern Eu-
rope.

Dor sredcally, (e Govern.
ment is waging a remorseless
campaign to force homogene-
ity on what has been a typl-
cally muiti-ethnic Ba.kan
salad of Turks, Moslem
Pomaks, Gypsies, Arme-
niang, a handful of Albanians,
Greeks and Rumanians, not
to mention several hundred
thousand Macedonians.

In the recent drive to ‘‘Bul.
gariza’’ the Turkish minority,
at least 200 civilians and sol~
diers were killed. (Amnasty
intsrnasional has reported
the figure at 500.) The wim, as
described by the Communist
Politburo member Staniko
Todarov, is to make dulgaria
4 ‘'single-nationality state’*
— somathing southeastsm
Europe har not known in its
3.000 vears of recorded I isto-
ry.

ULGARIAN AU-
Bthormu cali criticism

on any of thess pounts
part of an ‘'anti-Bulganan
campaign.”” With a studied
air of resignaton, Deputy
Foreign Minister Gotsev said
that a clipping service had
collected 4,033 articles from
United States periodicals on
Sergei Antonov — the Bulgar-
ian now being heid and tried
in ltaly — adding, *‘Antonov
has not even been sentenced
and yet we are called assas-
sing, terrorists.’*

/oo




The Bulgarian offictal who |

has become the internationai
spoxssman on the Antonov
case is Bovan Traikov, direc.
i~ of the Bulgarian Tele-
graph Agency. A tll, long-
faved man, suave in 3 pink
shire, Mr. Traikov recsives
mae in his vast offlce on Sofla’s
Lasiin Boulevard and recitss

t0 fabricats the ‘‘Buigarian
conmection’’ scenario.
The campaign, he says.

continues: ‘It ‘'t the think-
ing tn the Weut about Bul-
garia as the most faithtul, the
moR ¢rthudox — they call us
asatallite.

“We are not 30 importaat
as to be the object of such
great attention around the
worid. The campaigh s
aimed at the Soviet Union and
the Socialist system. Like bil.
llards, you hit one ball to hit
another.”” Hls allusion to the
*Bulgarian connection’® thus
embodies the supposition of
Its bellevers: that the Soviet
K.G.B. uitimately pulled the
wires in the plot to kill the
Pope, while the Bulgarians
served as mere marionattes.

At least on the surface it
would seem this country, the
size of Pexmsylvania and with
a population of nine million,
is indeed Russia’s most faith-
ful ally. The capital boasts
not only a statue of Czar Alex-
ander (I and the Alexander
Nevsky Cathedral, erected in
gretirgle for the 1878 libera-
Wwa o ulgaria, but also a
hugs  -~ri-aent to the Soviet
Army, a .arge statue of Lenin
and  mumerous avenues
namwd for Russ7a figures.
No Soviet troups u- rockets
are based hare, but the Rus-
sian Embassy has more than
300 permonmel, according to
Wests: s diplomats, who be-
ller- xtill more Ruasians
function as military and po-.

lice advisers.

" Sovietization of Buigaria |

began Iimmediately after
Marshal Fyodor I, Tolbuk-
hin's troops took over the
country in 1944. Thrust into

In 1954, a year . “Var Stalin’s
death, Bulgaria acquired
what is known ss a ‘‘home
Communist,”’ & party mem-
ber whose political experi-
enca was Bulgarian, 10t Rus-
sian. Tuals was Todor Zhiw
kov, a printer who, in the last
_yeara of_Worid War (I, had |
become political corimissar
of the partisan Chavdar Bri.
gads that fought Rulgarian
fascist governmen . “ces

Mr. Zhuvkov Sta.. Limse, -
for governing Communist in
Europe, having .uled as
party secretary for 31 vesrs,
and having survived the
years of Stalin, Khrushchev,

nenko and nine months of
Gordachev — as well a3 a
military coup attempt in 1968.

To be sure, Mr. Zhivkov has
paid public duws with such re-
marks as, “The Soviet Union
and Bulgaria breathe with
the same lungs and the same
blood flows in our veins,’” and
such actions as sending a
token force 0 ad in the
Soviet-bioc invasion of
Czachosiovakia in 1968
(neighboring Rumania did
not).

But (0 suggest that Mr.
Zhtvkov's Bulgaria is an un-
wavering Soviet sateilite may
be to exaggerute. A yeur ago,
Mr. Zhtvkov's long-planned
trip to Bonn was called off at
the last minute by Mikaail S.
Gorbachev. This annoyed the

. Rumania, Japan, Finland

Bulgarian leader, who re-

from the heads of state of

and France, thus asserting a
degree of independancs from
Moscow

In Octoier, Mr. Gorbachev

Soviet systen and improved
upon it, so that agriculture
and some industries are more
pruductive than in the moth-
eriand.

Maosnwhile, the Russians
have remonstrated in private
with the Bulgarians about the
antiminority campaign,
pointing wt that the tensions
it has raised could have seri-
ous repercussions among

Russia‘'s own ‘ast-growing
Turkish population. The
Saviet press has maintained a
disapproving silence about
the Bulgarian drive.

A/41/178
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ERTAINLY THE

push to '"Sulgariza’’

the munorities '!s the
most dramatic event within
the country since Mr. Thv-
h3v's rige 1o power. The cam-
paign, which, according to
some Buigarians, was con-
cotved in & sacret party direc.
tive in 1971, has been mas-
sve: Although 290,000 Bul-
garian Macedonians were re-
corded in the |48 census, by
1973 none were listed — nor

Vot content simply 10 drop
minority listings, over the
lass four years, the Govern-
ment has forced soma 3,000
ethnic Albanians, along with
thousands of Gypsies and
Armaitieny, (o take Buigarian
names. The Peopie’s Socialist
Republic of Albania has
lodged a formal protest.

In August 1984, the push
gathered [orcs, in anticipa-
ton of a natignal censua
scheduled for this month —
when the Governument (s ex. |
pected to deciare che country
sthaucally pure, with no hints
of aay cultural diversity.

Last December, tha Gov-
emment focuged its efforts on
Bulgsria’s one million ethnic
‘Turks, starting in the south-
em  distnict of Kurdzhali.
There was dbloody resistance
\n Momchilgrad and the state
mulitia, the military and the
Zapasi, or special reserves,
waere called in. Dozens of peo- )
ple were killed. Inearly Janu- '

ary, (ha drive was expanded
to the north. Whole districts
were seaied off to foreigne, .

Armed forces typically
would surround a village and
then force the inhabitants, at
gunpoint, (o lins up and sign
name-change petitions.
Stopped hy a roadblock on the
outaiurts of Yablanovo, on the
northemn rim of the Balkan
range, 4 {oreignar questioned
& soidier. Yes, said the young
rifleman, Turks had been
killed in the rural town, and
80 had some soldlers. In all,
about 10 died, he said, bran-
dishing his AK-47 and sputter-
ing, ** Rrra-tat-cat-tat."”

The Governmant has closed
all Turkish schools (thate had |
been 1,199 Turkish schools in
1981) and the ona Turkish |
newspaper, Yoni lsik; Turk- |
ish-language radio broad. ||
casts have been taken off the
air and (ines imposed for
tpeuking Turkish in public.
Incressing numbers of Turks
have fed to Rumania and
Greece.

A good deai of historical revision-
ism has accomnpanied the campalgn.
{n 1944, Todor Zhivkov proclaimed
that "‘all possible opportuniiles had
besn created for the Turkish popuia-
tion to develop their culture and lan.
guage.’’ As lats as last year, Bulgaria
told a Unitad Nations coanmittee that
it bad national minorities. but In
early March, Stanka Todotov of the
Politburo declared in the Turkish vil-
lage of Novachevo: “At the snd of
1984 andd the beginning of 1943, a pro-
cess was carried out with a new force
spontaneously and comprehensively
restoring the Bulgarian namaes of our
compatriots who had Turkish- \rabic
namaes. This process was concludad ln
the whale country In two to three
monwns. The workers considered their
past, recognized their Bulgarian roots
and their Bulgarian national belong-
ing.” Ethaic Turks, he bossted, were
really descendants of Bulgarians who
had been '‘forcibly Turkicized'* under
Ottoman rule.

Clearly, some are not willing to ac-
capt this new version of their past, An
explosion rocked the railway station
in Plovdiv in August 1984, but it was
not until May 16 of this ysar that Kos-
tadin Lyutov, the state prosscutor,
acknowiedged that a woman had been
killed in the blast; he added that
seven othery were killed by an explo-
sion on a train on March 9. Some ob-
servers suggest that the death toll

might be ag high aa J0 from bombe in |

a supermarket, a tramway, & disco
ind a hotel.

Off the recird, Bulgarian officials
charge that ethnic Turks are respon-
sible; publicly, the bombs have
touched off an explosion of hatred.
"*Our Turks don't believe in God, they
beligve in whisky, a middle-raniing
guvernment official remarked with a
sneer. Later, in an outdoor cafe {ac-
ing Sofia’'s Eagle Bridge, a 29-year-
old graduate studant told me vehe-
maently that ali Turks '‘deserve to be
punigshed.'’ Others trotted out ration-
alizatons typical of such athnocen-
tricity : the minority populations were
reproducing at s fast clip, whils the
Slavic population was stagnating.
Thae fact that the original Bulgariane
— the Bulgars — were a Turkic peo-
ple did not stop their xenophobic re-
1ponses.

Sull, the Zhivkov Government is
paipably nervous about the sthnic
Turk lssue.

What was it Boyan Tratkov had said
to me? ""They think we are a totalitar-
1an police state, that no bird can pass
aver without being seen, that tele-
phone conversations are belig
tapped, foreigners followed. But
there 18 no such system of control.'”

Nonetheless, as a passenger in the
cars of Westarn dipiomats, (i was
clear 10 me that manry werr followed
bry unmisa ked automobiles of the Dax.
javna Sigurnost, the state security
forcem,

{'slephone Lips? One day | calied
the Turkish Embassy from the hotel
and was told to come to the chancery
on Boulsvard Tolbukhin. Guarding
the embassy, in addition (o s police.
man, Was A muscular youth in a
camoufluge uniform with a broad
leathar holster, from which the grip of
a tsn-shot Skorpion machine pistol
protruded. He was a member of the
Zapasl, tha special reserve unit « =
ployed tn suppressing the Turks. Net-
ther the policoman nor the Zapasi
trooper bathered me, but next mom-
ing at 7:08, my phone rang and, whes
| answered, a male voics, plalaly
Slavic, snaried: ‘*Tolb.ukbinl**

“*Toldbukhin?'* | inquired.

“Yes," came the reply, and then
the line went dead.

My uneasiness retuned. This was a
warning. Yet, several days later
when | sat out (nto the mouatains w
find some sthnic Turks no one seemed
to be following.

The Turks ware not hasd to find, bat
they were frightened. A group of con-
truction workars told me everyoras in
their village had been compelled to
accept Bulgurian namaes last Decem-
ber. There had besn resistance ead
one man had besn killed, others had
been taken away t0 & camp for politi-
cal prisoners on Belene, an inwand in
the Danube.

Whenever anyone passed on e
road, the men feil silgat. With s look
of disgust, ona proffered his new in-
tarnal Idantity pass, with his new Bul-
garian name, The workers’ Bulgarian
foraman had warmed tham not to talk
to stangers, ono axplained, adding
that if they wers caught thay could be
put off the job.

Nonatheiess, thay tcked off their
complaints and {esrs: mosques had
been closed; perhapy ethaic Turks
would be denied higher schoolirg;
they were not getting the full wages
due them. Why the campaign of re.
pression? ‘‘Because they fear we
Turks will demand a federated
state,” said one. Would he emigrate if
he could? *'! was born hare and I'll die
here.'’

ODOR ZHIVKOV BOASTS OF

making Biugaria ‘‘the Japan

of the Balkans.'’ It is an over-
reaching claim, but a returning trav-
elar cannot fail to be impregsed by the
transformation of what had besn, 20
years ago, essentially a peasant soci-
aty.

Today, Bulgaria generates 23 per-
cent of Its electrical power in miclear
plants and (s pli \ning on 50 percent in
the year 1000, There are traffic jams
In city streets and shop windows are
filled with cansumer goods. Evident-
ly, decades of diligence — Bulgar. s
are known as disciplined workers -
are paying uff in (erms of Improved
iiving standards for many citlzens.
The average wage is about 230 leva a
month (5240 ac the official exchange

Bes'
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rate), but there ace usually !
(WO OF mMore wWage earners in
afamily.

Thus (he extrumei) harsh
winter of 1554-83, with (ts
powar ouiag: s end food short-
ages, carme ‘e g bit of a
shock, '’ n ttie words of 8 mid-
dle-agwi ¢iice workar. Bul
garian Socialisry, with its
mania for fullliling plans, had
not taken account of such ve-
garies as bad westher or
other natural calamities.
Prospecta for thig winter are
grim, as well: already, every
day thers are power ou’ages
for two hours.

One young West German
technician  who travels
around the country servicing
advanced machire tools told
me: '‘They are 13 to 20 years
behind us and they will stay
there because they have no
way of developing their own
products. '’ He was scomiul of
the lack of incentive — Bul.
garian electronics engineers
eam little more than ordi-
nary factory workers — but
spoka admiringly of some en-
terprises ‘hat were ‘'as clean
as those in Stuttgart and
working beautifully.*

Buigarian farming (s rela.
tively prosperous, with large
and growing agro-industrial
complexes specializing 1n the
culivation of grapes, fruits
and vegetables and raising
cattle. Gradually, Bulgarian
agricultural  products are
penetrating Western  mar-
kets, aithough it appears that
the better wines are not ex-
ported.

Nearly 28 percent of the
sgricultural  output coraes
from the 13 percew: of the
{and the Government lends to
farmers as private plots. One
Sunday, | saw Bulgarians till-
ing these smaall plots in the
fertile Struma River Vallyy,
their backs bent in classic
peasarit pasture as they hoed.
But they had driven t0 the
fieids in their owm carw,
maostly Soviet Flat-licensed
Ladas, a nsw kind of mobility
‘or farmers in the Balkans.
Encouragement of private
farming 's also paruy the
work of Mr. Zhivhov.

Todor Zhivkov bhecame
party chiet in 1934 by ua-
the ‘‘personality

cult’’ of his predecessor,
Vuiko Chernenkgv. But now
there would seem (0 be a
Zhivkov personality cult.
Through his largesse, his
hometown of Pravets, for-
merly a small {arming vil-
lage, is today a model town,
with a new high schoul, hotsl,
computer {actory and a stats-
of-the-art dairy farm. A bust
of the most famous native son
dominates the square in front
of the town's Culture Palace,
which also contains 4 mw-

seum tracing Mr. Zhivikov's
Iife In photographs. His col-
lected worka, with titles like
‘“Some New Vigews and
Aproaches Concerming the
Framing and [mplementa-
tion of the Techno-Sclentfic
Policy,”” have reached Vol
ume 29, and cover only the
years of his ruleto 1979.

T road to Pravets is Bul-
garia’s newest four-lane high-
way, and on a mountaintop
overiooking the town s Bul-
garia’'s naw state guast house
where, according (0 one Visit-
ing diplomat, Mr. Zhivkov en-
tertained Finland's President
Mauno Kolvisto with a danng

girlie show

The leader, {t would seern, |
bears little similanty (o the }
man | saw briefly 20 years |
ago at & state funeral in |
Bucharest. Russia’s Anastas |
Mikoyan and China's Zhou
Enlat and ali the other Com-
munist leaders chatted
among themsalves, laughing
and making smail talk — ail,
that i, but Todor Zhivkos,
who sat alone on a chair
sgainst the wall. No one
spoke 1o lum and, having just
been baned from his country,
| decided not 1o mysel!.

For a brief period, some ob-
servers wondered whether &
Zhiviov dynasty was in the
offing. After hs dsughter,
Lyudmila, graduated from
university in 1908, he drew
her tnto the party, and by 197
she had become chairman ¢
the state committee for cul-
ture; four years later, at age
30, she was slected to the

Politburo. She died in 1981 in
an automoebile accident. Typi.
cal of the Balkan rumor mill
thst works overtime in the
absence of a free press, tallk
spread that Lyudmia had
been ‘‘poisoned by Soviet doc-
tors’’ for advocating national-
Ism.

Sha s commemorated by
the Lyudmila Zhivkovs Na-
tional Pslace of Culture,
Sofia‘s |argest and pechaps
ugliest building. It servesasa
backdrop 10 a memorial dedi-
cated four yesrs 80 (0 1] cen-
turies of navonhood.

Such nationalism {s also ap-
parent 1n the schools. One
Western diplomat (eils the
story of his son, who was en-
rolled in a Bulyarian high
school. One day, in a military
course, an officer-teacher
pointad to a map of Europe.
““You are not here bacause of
the NATO military threat,'”
he said. “‘You're here for
thisi'' He rolled down a map
showing medieval Dulgaria
encumpessing large areas of
present-day Greecs, Yugosla-
via and Albanmia. It 18 just
such extreme nr.tionalism,
and the dream of restoring
the medievai empire of

“Greatar Bulgara,' that
brought woe arnd shnnkage
upon the nation in the first
place.

Yet, 1t would seem tha’
most of the young Buigarians
| met do not share such na-
tlonalistic dreams. L ke their
cuntemporaries all over the
world, they are interested |
jeans and rock music; one
spoks of his dream (o become
a4 country-western singer, in
Bulgarian. The young people
say "‘ciao’’ and "‘merci” in-
stead of "dovizhdane’’ and
"‘blagodsarya.'’ Soma, like the
sweet-faced young woman |
Saw at noon on a weekday in
Sofia’s Sveta Nedelyn church,
light votive candlas in the
chapels.

TILL, THERE IS THR
puzzle: Why does the
Zhivkov  Government
induige (o such an atavistic
nationalist paroxysm, going
20 far a8 (0 {orce its citiasns to
changt their names? Why
does a CSuntry that aspires ta
enter the high-tach age risk
laternational Jpprobrium by
| engaging s trafficking in
drugs, arms and cloak-and-
| daggur intrigues?
" At least part of the answer
{ iles in Bulgarian history, [a
the Middle Ages, the Bulgars
| created an emptre stretching
| from the Black Ses o the Ae-
gean and, {or a time in the ith
and |3th centuries, to the
Adriatic. Modern Yugosia-
via's capital of Beigrade was,
for a tima, a Bulgarian cita
del. So was Gresce’s Saloni
ka. But for five of the last six
centuries, there was mo Bul.
garia, only the Ottoman Em.
pire, and what the nation’s

growing whan Bulgaria was
liberated in 1878 by the troops

of the Russian Czar. “The
Buigarians never liberated
‘thamseives,”” remarked a
Macedonian fiom Yugosia.
vig, Who i3 & keen ogerver of
, this country, “‘and aftar the
_Russians iiberawed them,
-they only won ane wa’, a
shortonein 1683."

“Buigarian hiswry (s dis-
, continuity,” he said, adding
. that, “they chose tha wrong
' dide tn three wars,” suffering
defeat in the Second Balkan
War, and again in World
' Wars [ and 11, when Bulgaria
" sided with Germany.

Having made wrong
. cholces at three critical june.
!(umlnunimulmm
| three decades, '‘there is wo
fixed reference point,” ob-
served the Macedonian. ‘' For
Bulgarians, who is t0 say the
choices they make now are
not wrong?'’' @
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Letter No, 1

(Translation)

"... The evening prayers had been forbidden during the month of Ramadan.
At the subsequent religious holiday, children who had received the traditional
candy baskets from their elders had been hit on the head with these very
baskets. At the following religious holiday, they have forbidden out of hand
the traditional sacrifice of sheep ... "They have made all institutions to
issue declarations forbidding every practice and tradition pertaining to Islam
and Turkhood. They have fired all those who attempted to resist ...

"In the press and on the television, unabashed anti~Turkish fabrications
and programmes with the participation of poor people who are threatened to

‘disappear' unless they perform satisfactorily, and a lot more in the same
vein ...

"In Kircaali, on 29 June 1985, Saturday, a young man by the name of
Sabri Ragit Mimiin, who was born in 1942 and was father of two, was barbarously

gunned down for having spoken Turkish and was ordered to be buried in the
following two hours ...

"Fathers are punished for their children who speak Turkish at schools.
Those of us who display a minimum of courage are brutally punished and sent
away to concentration camps. Forced exiles still continue.

"We are required to sign declarations that our sons to be born will not
be circumcised.

"And particularly our problems with the funerals and burials:

*. .. In Asenovgrad, after a resistance of four months, our dead today are
buried in Bulgarian cemeteries. The pecple have, at the beginning, resisted a
lot. They have carried their deads' coffins to cemeteries which are
kilometers away. Some have even carried their dead all the way to Sofia, just
to prevent them from being buried in Bulgarian cemeteries. But this
resistance has eventually been brought under control by Police force.

". .. We are slaves who have no rights other than to work hard and

relentlessly. We are not even allowed to shed tears, or to be shed tears
for ...

"... When the situation of Sali, who engaged in a hunger strike at the
concentration camp in Belene, worsened at the 70th day, they brought him back
to his house in Haskova. When he regained consciousness, Sali asked his
relatives to see to it that he be sent back to Belene. According to the
latest information, he is in some hospital in Pleven. His fate in unknown!

[oer
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... We also strongly urge that the freas world be informed that at the
kindergarden of the Dolviden village, near Plovdiv, they attempt to discourage
children trom speaking Turkish by gluing their mouth with Tikso {(a plastic
adhesive material) ...

"We have lots of worries and problems.

"Since we are in the path of God, we hope one day we will embrace
salvation. So may God wish."
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Letter No. 2

(Translation)

*Dear President Kenan Evren,

Pear Prime Minister Turgut Ozal,
Dear Comrade Necmettin Karaduman,
Dear Comrade Vahit Halefodlu,
Dear Comrade Yildirim Akbulut,

Dear Motherland Turkey,

"We address this letter that consists of a few lines to you ... We are
faced with great difficulties, particularly since early 1985. They have
Bulgarized us by force. They have made us change our names under the threat
of arms, yet deep down we will always remain as Turks. There are nearly
2 million of us here. There is no life for us in Bulgaria any m@re. Many of
our youths have fallen victim and this situation continues ... Do not leave us
at the mercy of these infidels. We beg Turkey from the bottom of our hearts:
take us from here.

"Our people is very hardworking. Rest assured that, i{f we emigrate to
Turkey, we will love it as our own country and work arcund the clock to
embellish it like a rose garden ... Never believe the Bulgarian Government.
Every single word that they utter is a lie. They assert that we have changed
our names voluntarily. Never believe them. We are Turks and we will die as
Turks.

We are aware that Turkey will never abandon or forget us ...
"With our love and greetings,
Senders: Turks of Bulgaria

" (Names of 12 villages and signatures of representatives)

"Save us from Bulgaria ... They have even changed the namee of our
forebearers at graveyards. They now bury Turks in the same cemeteries as
Bulgarians.

"We cry out, we beg you, motherland Turkey, with all our hearts: save us
from here ... Save us from the infidels ... We love you and you alone,
beautiful motherland Turkey.

"Sister Hava,

"If this letter reaches you, please send it to Ker.. Fvren. That is my
wish."
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Letter No. 3

(Translation)

"_ .. I was a worker in the (...! and they sent me back to have By name
changed. At the border, the Bulgarian police tock me to the police station
and told me to sign a declaration. When I did not agree, they started beating
me. I do not remember what they did with me. I regained consciousness the
following day. But the beating went on for 24 days. I 4id not sign
anything. They took my passport and gave me another one with a Bulgarian

name. I have two elder brothers. Since ten months we do not know where they
ares maybe they were killed ,..

“... The entire Turkish people of Bulgaria awaits your help. I have seen
with my own eyes that all villages and tcwns are under siege. Recently, they
have started to have people sign under duress declarations that they do not
want to emigrate to Turkey. There are lots of people under arrest. They
release some. They send the corpses of others to their homes. They have
prohibited the use of our mother tongue. Circumcision ceremonies are also
forbidden., They do not allow people to go to mosques anymore, either ..."

/ooo
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Letter No. 4

(Translation)

"... We heard that, on 22 January (1985), they were going to sieqe
gumnu. Actually, we had heard that many other towns had been sieqged earlier,
but honestly we had not fully believed such news, since it had not yet
happened to ua. But that night, at around midnight, they indeed rang the
bell. We started shivering, held each other in fear and thought that they had
come to change our names; because we had heard that this is how they carry out
their campaign. For a long time, we didn't answer the door, but they
persisted. Finally, Halim opened. They told him that he had to qo with them
for military service for 10 days and that therefore he prepare his luggage
immediately. We were outraged and paralyzed, but Halim didn't react, to
prevent anything worse ...

"... They took them for 10 days but didn't release them at the end of
this period ... We went to see him. ‘They allowed him to speak and he with us
for a few hours. They were wearing uniforms. Yet none of them had been given
any weaporis. Their na es were changed while they were there. We understand
that, in all Bulqgaria, they have taken away 35,000 people for ‘'military
service'. They have been tiken away deliberately, 80 that :hey do not put any
opposition ...

"Dearest Simter, I cannot possibly des ribe to you our plight and sorrow
here. We have uned tears that would together make lakes or seas. They are
telling the world that we have changed our names voluntarily. This cannot
ever be true., In fact, we had already been deprived of our schod>ls and
mosqu<s, Our names were our only vossessions. Now they have confiscated them
as well ..."

[ean
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A petition form for the use
of changing names in the records of the
civil register(application to change their
Turkish/Moslem names).
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Bulgarian Document No.2
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Bulgarian documerit No. 2

{Translation)

DECLARATION

The following persons who have their signatures below
tecesesesenasscsessssssassnsssscssssssss (Name, Surname)

Identity card ........ NO......... pPlace of iBsue .......ccccccvveeen cemnesnenae

Directorate of Security ......ccc00

The Directorate of S8eCUrity .....cccceceecscavecseesscs. I declare that I
8hall NOt hAVE MY BON ..cnvsserocvoncasssnesscnssosseoscsnssovascs circumcisioned.

Because it is dangerous for the health and life of my son.

1 am aware that if I have this action carried out, I shall be punished
according to the criwminal code, Paragraph II Article 324 and the paragraph III of
Article 20.

I am signing this declaration in the presence of the ufficial in charge.

AR EEEE RN I BN A N A B B BC R BB R B B B B B N SetLrs s 0 # e v o e v o ace ¢ s v e es e s e e LI

{(Name and Surname of the official in charge)

ssessssessNe s e DeCla['Gd by s e v e enase e ® e e s s s LRI

City of Haskova 2 ... Cessaasmenae .
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JOOBDJIHEHUE

KoM napesGa Ne | na OGUWMHCKY HApOdeH CbBeT

Acenosrpan

4. 5a— O0myBaneto meway Oruarapckure
FpaM 2Ny B CEIMUIHATA CHCTEMA Ja CTaBa Ha
Obarapcui e3ux.

Un. 56 — 3abpandBa ce rpawaannTe fa Ho-
CAT HETpafHIMOHHO Obarapcko obJiexne xato
majgsapH, (pepermeTa u JAPYrH.

HapymenysiTa Ha HACTOSMUTE AONbAHEHHS
e KOHCTATUPAT M CAHKIMOHHDAT ChHIIACHO 3a-
KAOYKTENNHTEe pasnopendu ea Hapepba No |
Ha OGHC — Acenosrpan.

MK na O6wuncku Hapogea bBem
AceHoBzpag ESEREEEEY

Bulgarian Document No.3
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Article 5a:

Article 5b:

Bulgarian Document N->. 3

(Translation)

ADDENDUM TO THE DECREE NOsl OF THE CITY OF ASENOVGRAD

Bulgarian citizens within the city limits shall communicate irn
Bulgarian.

Citizens are prohibited to wear outfits such as salvar, ferace
which are not of Bulgarian traditions,

Any violation of the addendums made to this dercree shall be
punished in accordance with the decree No:l of the City of
Asenovgrad.

Executive Committee of the
City of Asenovgrad
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Panslty {mposed by the Municipal
National Council{lacal ciminiscration) in

Kardzhali for “hLe use of the Turkish language

(Deleticns made to protact the identity
of the victim.)



