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POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

Letter dated 13 May 1991 from the Acting Chairman ot the
Special Committue against Apartheid addressed to the

Secretary-General

I would like to transmit herewith for your actention the attached
Los Angeles Statement, which was adopted at the Symposium on Cultural and
Academic Links with South Africa, held on 12 May 1991 at Los Angeles,
California.

I would appreciate it if the present letter and the attached Statement
could be circulated as an official document of the General Assembly under
item 37 of the preliminary list.

(Signed) Jai Pratap RANA
Acting Chairman

Special Committee against Apartheid
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ANNEX

The Los Angeles ~taternent

Three years after the First Symposium on Culture against Apartheid held
in Athens, artists and intellectuals from South Africa and around the world
met in Los Angeles, in May 1991, under the sponsorship of the United Nations
Special Committee against Apartheid to review the policy of cultural and
academic links with South Atrica within the context of recent developments in
that country.

We, the participants, recognize that since the Symposium in Athens,
certain steps have been taken towards the eradication of apartheid. However,
we note that the South African authorities have not fully met the demands put
forward by the United Nations consensus Declaration on Apartheid and its
Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa to cr.eate a climate conducive to
negotiations. Nor are they addressing the legacy of institutionalized racism
and apa~theid in spite of their declared intent to repeal apartheid
legislation.

We express grave concern at the unprecedented escalation of violence.
While efforts are being made by liberation movements, churches and other
groups to address the issue of violence, the authorities, until now, have been
unwilling to put an end to the violence decisively and impartially despite all
the resources at their disposal. In this regard, the participants reject the
concept that, in this charged atmosphere, weapons of any kind can he
considered as "traditional" or "cultural" necessities.

We feel that continued efforts are required to disseminate information in
order to counter the misconception that apartheid is already eliminated. In
this regard, we believe that in this crucial period of the struggle, pressure
should be fully maintained until a non-racial and democratic constitution is
established and that assistance should be provided to anti-apartheid
structures in conformity with the United Nations Declaratior and subsequent
resolutions.

We reaffirm the policy of the cultural boycott which was established in
Athens and subsequently endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly which
called on Governments, organizations and individuals not to entertain any
cultural or academic links with South Africa unless any particular activity in
these fields have the intent and effect of opposing apartheid and giving
approFriate assistance to the anti-apartheid structures and to the
disadvantaged sectors of the South African society.

We welcome the initiatives taken towards the formation of an umbrella
non-partisan cultural body and urge its early establishment in order to
facilitate consultations between the international community of artists and
intellectuals and that body in fulfilment of the above-mentloned policy.
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The academic links with South Africa should have as a primary goal the
need to redress the disastrous imbalances in education created by apartheid.
In the context of the overall policy, the free flow to South Africa of
publications, music, films and other art forms and material should be
encouraged only to the extent that they contribute to the building of a
non-racial culture of democratic and h~anistic values.

Writers and artists from abroad should be encouraged to assist in
fund-raising in favour of non-racial organizations in South Africa or help in
the training of South Atll~an artists and in supporting relevant community
programmes.

Those artists, intellectuals and entertainers who have made over the
years an immense contribution to the struggle against apartheid should he
fittinqly acknowledged.

We call upon Governments, intergovernmental organizations,
non-governmental organizations, foundations, educational institutions and
individuals to desist from establishing cultural and academic links and
exchanges with the apartheid institutions in South Africa.

We call upon the United Nati~ns Special Committee against Apartheid to
adopt the policy recommended by the Symposium and to monitor its
implementation, in consultation with the non-partisan cultural body in South
Africa.

We reaffirm our commitment and continued support for the struggle waged
by the South African people to establish a united, non-racial and democratic
South Africa.


