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AGENDA ITEM 125 (gcontinuad)

SCALE OF ASSESSMEWTS FOR THE APFORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNITED
NATIONS (ARTICLE 19 OF THE CEARTER) (A/745/1004/284.1) "

Ihe PRESIDENT: Befors turning to ths £irst item om our agenda for
this morning, I should like to draw the Assexbly's attention to documant
A/45/1004/A34.1, vhich contains a letter addressed to the President of the
General Assembly by the Secretary-General informing him that, since the
issuance of his communicatioen dated 29 April 1991, Benin has made the
necessary payment to reduce its arrsars below the amount specified in
Article 19 of the Charter.

May 1 take it that the Gsneral Assembly duly takes note of this
information?
It was so decided.
AGENDA ITEM 8 (continusd)
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH SESSION OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND ALLOCATION O ITEMS: REQUEST FOR THR IMCLUSION OF AN
ADDITIONAL ITEM SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY-GEWERAL (A745/241 ana Add.l)

Ihe PRESIDENT: 1In connection viih this item, a note by and a report
of the Secretary-General havs been circulated in documents A/451241_and
A/45/241/A44.1. In his note ths Secretary-Gsneral, pursuant to rulas 15 of the
rules of procsdure, raqdo‘is that an additionsl item of an important and
urgent character be placed on the agenda, entitled “Pinancing of the United
Nations Mission fbr the Referendum in Western Sahara”. Owing to the naturs of
that item, he also requests that the item be allocated to the Fifth Committeo

for consideration.

%
»
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{Ihe President)

In the circumstances of the present céu. lﬁy I take it that the Goneral
Assembly sgroes that the provision of ruie 40 of thc rulas of proecedurs, which
would require a meeting of the Genera.l Committee on the guestion of the
‘inclusion of an additionsl item on the ageanda. cam be waived?

Iﬁ-nt.we

mm;mt Mey I also tsks it that the Assombly wishos to
include an additiomal item to read as follows: “Finaneing of the Unitad
. Wations Migsion for the Referendum in MWoatarn smm". and te allocats that
item to !:ho Fifth Committee for consideration? -

1t wes a0 decided.

Zha PRESIDEWT: The Chairmar of the Fifth Committee will be informed

of the decision just takexn.
AGENDA ITBX 36 (coatinuad)

SPECIAL ECONOMIC AMD DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE: DRAFT RESOLUTION
(A/45/L.48/Rev.1)

ibhe PRESIDENT: Wse al;all nezt consider the question of emergency

assistance to Bangladesh. In this connection, a arafe resolution eatitled
‘,"horgoncy assistacce to Bangladesh in the wake of the dsvastating cyclone"
has baen issued as document A/45/L.48/Rav. 1.

The Assembly will algo consider at its next Beetiag, under agends item
85, the quostion of spacial emergency assistance to Eaiti. In that
comct:lon. @ draft resolution entitled “Special emsrgancy assistance to
Haiti" will be submitted and ciuulatod shortly.

wi.l:l. now take a decision on the dratt tnolution contained in documsnt

Alcsi‘t. 48/Rev.l. May I tske it that the Assenbly decides to adopt draft

tuolution A/45/L. 48/Rov.1?
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Mr. MMED (Bangladesh): I spoak overwhelmed by a sense of
gratitude. The Bangladesh delegaticn is dasply touched by tho Agssubly's
expressicn of solidarity with our suffering millions at this hour of our graat
sorrow. Through you, 8ir, I thuk all Gelegations for their ungnimous
adoptlcﬁ-og this resolution, to which we attach the utwost importance.

The human tragedy in the sftermath of the worst eyclone ever im our
living memory bas besn colossal. It has left over 1¢0,000 dead. This figure
may rise a3 woze information becowes available from remotsr parts. Many more
have been renderes homeless. More thas 10 millicn people have Desn affected.,
In meny aress, infrastructurss have besn totally destroysd. Standing cropa,
avaiting what might have besn g bumper harvest, have baen washsd avay,
Extensive demage has besn susteined by telecommunications installations.



BF/4 A/4S/V .75
6

‘ . _ {Mx. Abwad, Bangiadesh)

The Govermment of Prixe Winister Mrs. Kheleda Zia hes modilized all the
resources, parsonal and nﬂom. at bher command to address the masive task
that now confronts us. You are well bvare of Bangladech's many and varied
coutuinﬁ; Wo cannot Reet our present needs by curssives. We md
prayers. We neod support. We nesd undsratanding. That is why our Prime
Minigter has ‘lnmhﬁdx her tppeal to the interansztionsl community for assiztance.

Alrendly & cmrqhouivp 1ist of so'gukmu!:c for immediate relief,

: ihort-um uh:b&ligatien ud loager-tern reconstruction has beon prepared.
The pu‘:ualnary @ssessmsnt shovs ths requirement for ulicf and follow-up
tahnbilitatioa to be 81.4 billion.

m hcretazy-cemnl. ur. Juvier Ferez ds Cusllar, hes alrsady
undertaken lmral mossures tor vhich we are all ia hia asbt. Apart from
iszuing a vorlawma call for sssistanco, he was iastrumental in organising &
visit to the affacted region by Nr. M'Hamed Essaafi, the United Nations
Disastor Relief Co-crdinator. He and his colleaguss at UMDRO 8rs performing
their taske in a most commendable fBRner. A pumder of Unitod Nations agencies
.- have also- bocm actively m constructively iavolved.

. The udoptalon of this important resclution by this Msubly will without &
‘doubt add impetus to our ewoavour. it will, we hope. serve positively by
. scting as a catalyst for global offorts to Support and assist Bangladesh.

‘f Many have r‘upondod. &nd many more are reaspoading most qenoroﬁsly now,
They include States and Goveraments, non-governmental organisations, men and
women of God, schoolchildren, even ordinry people in the strest. They come
fzom ﬁu home and from faraway places. Diplomatic colleaguas in New York
‘have writtog me personal letters oxpressing decp distress. Nany have conﬁygd'

their co_ndal;'ncas to ms in porson. We camnot thank them all individually, for
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(Mr, Ahmed. Bangladesh)
which we apologisze, but their expressions of solidarity will give us the
strength and fortituds to overcome cur crisis. With your support,
understandiag and praysr, Sir, and those of our other brothers and sisters in
the international community, we shall indesd overcome.

Cur requirements, as ycu know, are great. It is our hope that adequate
help will be forthcoming. This is an age of global unity, and one way to zhow
that unity is when the pain of some is shared by all so th&t-;. when it is
alleviated, all can shars the resultant satisfactioca. We again thank you,
Sir, and the delegationz present hers, for having adopted the resolution.

Ihe PRESIDENZ: The Assembly has conqluded this stage of its
consideration of agenda item 86. |

ITEM 117 (continued)

REVIEW OF THE EFFICIENCY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL FUNCTIONING OF
THE UNITED NATIONS

(2) REPOXT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/45/714)

(b) LETTER FROM GHANA (A/45/991)

{(c) LETTER FROM LUXEMBOURG (A/45/999)

(d) LEITER FROM DEHMARK, FINLAND, ICBI.AND; HORWAY AND SW!DBH (A745/1001)
(e) DRAFT RESOLUTION {A/45/L.49)

The PRERIDENY: The Assembly will now resume its consideration of
agenda item 117, euntitled “Reviaw of the officiency of the adminigtrative and
£inencial functioning of the United Nations®.

Mambers will recall that a‘: our 73rd plenary meeting, held on Monday,
29 april, I informad the Assembly that mesbers would meet in informal
consultations on the guastion of the restructuring and revitalisation of the

United Nations in the econmomic and sociel fislds, with a view to preaparing a
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(Ihe Presidept)
broad-based resolution. Members will also recall that, at our 74th Plenary
meeting, held on Friday, 3 May, I further informed the Assembly that
consultations wore still pProceeding.

I am pleased to inform you now that members have concluded their informal
consultations, and a dr;ft resolution has been circulated this morning as
document A/45/L.49. 1In this connection, I should like to point cut that this
item has been included in our agenda for this morning at the request of a
nunber of delegations which have asked that ths draft resolution should be
considered and decided upon at this mesting.

In fairness to all moembers, I wish to consult ycu before proceeding to
discuss and take a decision on the draft resolution before us. I should like
to quote frcm rule 78 of the rules of procedure, in regard to proposals before
the Assembly;

“«oo AS a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the
vote at any meeting of the General Assembly unless copies ét it have bsen
circulated to all delegations not later than the dey preceding the
nresting, ...”

In view of the desire of members to dispose of thiz item expeditiously, I
seek your concurrence with the request that we should proceed to digcuss and
taks a decision on the draft resoiution contained in document A/45/L.49, svan
though it was distributed only this moraing.

In the absence of any objections, I shall take it that the Assembly
&grees with this proposal.

It _wag so decided.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I now call on the repreasntative of Fiji to

introduce draft rasolution A/745/L.49.
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Mp. THOMPSON (Fiji): 1In my capacity as a Vice-Presideat of the
Gonoral Assembly and as chzirman of the informal consultations. I havs the
h‘honour of introducing to the General Assembly the draf: resolution entitled
‘ "Rastrueturing and ravitalization of the United Nations in the economic,
-social and related fields", which appesrs in document A/45/L.49.

The draft resoluticn is the result of a nunber of weeks of arduous work
on the part of the many Member States which contributed to its formulation.
Discussion of the subject commenced on Tussday, 16 April, when the Presidant
of the General Assembly initiatsd informal consultations on agenda item 117 in
preparétion for the resumed mestings of the forty-fifth session of the General
Assenmbly which had been scheduled to begin on 29 April. Thereafter the
President charged me with conducting the informal comaultations on his behalf,

The first set of consultations under my chairmanship was coavened on
Thursday, 18 April. Since that date, informal consultations have been held on
| a daily basis as delegations lnitially sought to reach agreemsnt on & text
that could bs adcpted at the resumed mectings convened specifically for that
purpoze. Uafortunately, the complexity of the issues under review dia rot
allow for a speedy conclusion to our labouia.‘ I believe nevertheless that the
extra time granted td us haa‘bann well spent, and that the draft before the
Assembly is a worthy product, albeit one derived from a lengthy experionce.

At the stert of the consultations, the delegations involved agreed to my
suggestion that we should use the proposals subnitted by the Group of 77 as a
basis for our work. These proposals are to be found in document A/745/7991.
Subsequently. the European Comrunity and the Nordic countriss also submitted

writton proposals, which asppear in documents A/45/999 and A/745/71001.
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(Mr. Thompson, Fiji)
During the course of our comsultations, other delegations made informal papers
available, ané I wish to mention the cont:ributions of Australia and Japazn in
this regard. In addition, a number of other delegations participated actively
and helped to fashion the agread language of ﬁhe resolution which is before
members. While the firal text draws heavily on the original proposals of the
Group of 77; it i= also reflective of the combined efforts of a wide apecﬁrum
of Member States.

I believe that ths draft resolution which is before the Assembly
represents an important step in the process of revitalization and
restructuring of the aconomic, social and related sectors of the’

Organization. The draft resolution contains significant recommendatiogi abﬁut
the organization and methods of work of the Economic and Social Couneil which,
if fully and effectively implemented. should contribute to the Council's
reclaiming the role assigned to it in the Charter. The draft resclution
identifies issues to bo 2ddressed in the future and lays down a timetable to
that end. It contains carefully crafted arrangemsnts for regular reviews, so
as to ensure that the course which has been charted is followed. Above all,
it recognizes that revitalization and restructuring is a necessary process but
also a long one, which wilil roguire the continuing and active involvement of
delegations and Secretarist alike. |

I would like to thank 31l the delegations which wore irvolved in these
consultations for their unfailing courtesies extanded to me at all times, and
the Secretariat staff who provided invalusble support and guidance. On behalf
of the Membsr States which took part in the informal consultations, I am

honoured to commend draft resolution A/45/L.49 to the Assembiy for adoption.
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135_235512531: I congratulate the reprasentative of Fiji on the;
sﬁecessful completion of the consultations he has so ebly directed.

The Assembly wili now take a decision on draft résolution A/45/L.49. May ,
I take it that the Assemply wishes to adopt‘the draft resolution?

Draft resolution A/45/L.49 was adopted (resclution 45/264).

:hg_zxxsznzuxé May I remind delegations.that. in accordance with
decision 34/401, ezpianations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be
made Sy delegations fiom their seats.

I shall now call on those representatives uhc wish to explain their
votes. I call first on the representative of Ghana, who will speak on behalf
of the,Group of 77. _

Mr. KUFUOR (Ghara): The: Group of 77 Qélcomes the adoption by
consensus of draft resolution A/45/L.49 on restructuring and revitglization of
the United Nations in the economié. social and related fields. The Group
'of 77 took the initiative to present proposals in this regard out of a keen
sense of the need to restructure znd revitalize the United Nations in the
economic, social and related fieldg’in order to make it more régponsive to the
development challeanges and objectives of the 1990s and beyond. as defzned in
tha International De?elopmant Strategy for the Fourth Unitod Nations
Developﬁént Decade, the Declaration on Internaticnal Econcmic Cooperation, in
particular the Revxtaiization of Economic Growth and nevelopmant of the
Developing Countries, contained in Genoral Assambly resclution S-18/3, and
other relevant resclutions of the éoneral,Aasembly, &s well as in the Charter.

| Tﬁe conéenéus.wa hayo #chievéd today has been made possibi; by the
general agreemant ﬁhat this undertakiag must be seen as aAptoceas\entailing a

step-by-step approach. Thus, at this resumed sesgion, the General Assembly
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- (Mr. _Kufuor. Ghana)
focused on measures for the rostrueturing and revitalization of the Econemirn
and Social cOuncil. Important dociaions have been made with regard to the
organi:ation and reporting procedures of the Council, which should 91vo it a
inew seﬁsé of purpose and direction, enabling it to fulfil its charter and
other renponsibilities oftectively and afficientiy.

At the forty-sizxth session, the General Aasambly will focus of the review
.of the subsidiary machinery in the economic, social and related fields. The
Gronp of 77 hopes that the same constructive spirit that charactorized our
deliberaticns at this resumed session will be brought to the Assembly's
considerstion of this question. Purther steps in this process will iﬁciude a
resumed forty-seventh seasion to consider the composition of the Council, ana
a review of the complemantarity betwsen the work of the Council and tha: of
the General Asgsembly at the forty-seventh session. A general review will be
undertaken at the forty-eighth session. 1In all this, we should be guided by
the basic prirciples upon which we have agroed, 82 that the measures that we
adopt in the whole process will be focused, cch rent and consistent.

In this regard, it is important to emphasize that the Group of 77 sees
the restructuring process ag primirily an intergoveramental responsibility
which must be pursuad in that contexzt. We algo wish to emphasize that the
principle of equitable geographical representation, on the basis of which
membership of the various bodias ana organs is determined, will be raspected
in 21 cases. |

Permit me, Sir, to pay tribute to Mr. Winston Thompson, whose wise and
ski .ful guidance of our deliberatibns enabled us to achisve the results that
all Members present happily celebtétg. Throughout the Aifficult and

Protracted negotiations, he ﬁhowad heroic patience add understanding, and we
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(M. _Xufuor, Ghana)
are inleed vory arateful to him. We also wish to thank our partners for their
coeperstion and understanding, and we hops that our next effirt will be
equally rewarding end interesting.
.Ehl_hllﬁxnﬁlmt I now call on the Tepresentative of Sweden, who will
8psak on bshalf of the Mordic countries,
| He. BLIASSON {Sweden): During the last fow weaks, we have together
gona through 2 leng and thorough negotiating procass. a1l countries and
groups have made valuable contributions to this pracess., Construciiv:
proposals and a villingnesz on aili pazts tu work together in a spirit of
cosmon objectives and in an atmosphere of compromire havy mede it possible for
this resumed session of tho General Aasongxy té agree on a substantizl reform
Progrésma. The Wordic countries wish %o pay a cordial smd sizncere tribute to
the Chairman, Mr. Winston Thompson, for his patient and tiveless efforts
during tho informal congultutions.,

The documant that is befors the Azgembiy contains a nurbar of important
slements which coula have great consaquences for the Unitad Nations., A
preliminery assensment of ths document warranis the conclusion that
substantial chenges wiil be introduced in the work of the United Rations in
the economic and social fieldsz, perhups for the first time. Therefors the
Fordie eountriep Sive their full £Ipport to the reform programm® that members
todey kave adopted.

The lbidﬁa countrice particularly appreciste the measures for ths
restructuring wnd vevitalizacion of the E.onomic and Social Couricil. These
moasures covld tucm the Corncil inmte & vital and forceful cemtre for the
sctivities of the United Nations in the economic sad social fislds. oOf

particular faportance are the Keasures doaling with the high-level and
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coordination ssgments of the substantive session of thg Economic and Social
Council. We helieve that thess measures could contribute to more meaningful
and more relevant debates in the Council, with a reail impact on developments.
They could also lead to a much-needad improvement in the coherence of the
United Nations system,

What ws now have to do is to continus our efforts to ensure that the
reform measures for the Council that we have agreed upon are effectivaly
implemented. We must take measures as early as this year to make certain that
the new Council we are creating will function properly from the start in 1992,

The Nordic countries have consistently mainteined that wa have to embark
" on a long-term Unitel Mations reform process, a process which, besides a
number of immediate reform measures, must excompass a wider porupoctive 2ud a
more precise agenda for the future. This could, perhaps, have been spelt out

even more clearly in the document which is before ths Assembly.
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) (Mc. Eliassor. Sweden)
It is, hounvnr. clear éhac rofornl of the Economic and Social Council are
not enough. !br can they be scon in isolation. The work of the subsidiary
bodies of the Council and the General Asseably ghould be enhanced through

v*‘appropriate reform measures. The work of the Genaral Assembly should also be

. atrengthenea in order to have a real political impact. The Nordic countries,

therefore, attach groat ‘importance to the reviews foreseen regarding the
aubsidiaty bodicn and thn couplonontarity between the Council and the Gensral
Assenbly. Without coucxoto reform measures as a result of these reviews the
reform process will give only limited results.

The Nordic countriosiéro confident that the continued reform process will
achieve further substantial results if we can carry on our work in the
positive and constructive spirit which has characterized these ncotingl.
Substantial results are called for also in thg future if we a&o to forge an
instrument which is effective and strong encugh to deal with the expecitations
of the world and which can help us achieve cur common tasks, namsly, to combat
poverty and other fundamental development problems and to manage the incressea
global interdepsndence.

Tb conclude, I should like to reiterate that the Nordic couatries stand
ready to continue to participate actively and constructively in the reform
pProcess that will ncw be set in motion. We look forward to being able to
endorse in this Asgsenbly turéhor concrete reform measures, aimed at
strengthening the role of the United Nations in the sconomic and gocial
fields.

Mz. LAVROV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republica) (interpretation

from Russian)s: The resclution just adopted by the Gsneral Acsombly cacnot be

4
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(Mz. Lavrov, USSR)
described as routine. What we are approaching, in essence, is the practical
realization of the consensus decisions regarding ways of implementing action
taken on céononic d.vulopnont at the eighteenth special sessicn of the General
Alsonbly.A The negotiations have revealed the various approaches to solving a
number of problems considered during the last month, iacluding politically
sensitive problems. It is important that at critical moments all delegations
demonstrated the political will ana desire for constructive cooperation, which
ultimately determined the success of the negotiations. We appreciate the
contribution made by ail delegations, particularly by the members of the Group
of 77, which not only became the initiators of this measure, but which aiso
submitted interesting documents, which were at the centre of attontion in the
negotiations. I shculd 1ike particularly to highlight the outstanding
Esrsonal contribution at the unofficia)l consultations of the Permanent
Reprasentative of Fiji to the United Nations, ambaszador Thompagon.

The docunent adopted today contains a solia package of measures the
practical implementation of which will make it possible seriously to enhance
the authority of the social and economic activities of the United Nations ana
determine its new role in multilateral economic dislogue. We note with
satisfaction that the work of the rexewed session of the Economic and Social
Council will be aimed at overcoming sectoral particularities of the problems
of the United Nations in the economic, social and humanitarian arsas. The
Economic and Social Council has to ensure a synthesis of the results of the
work of the individual sectors and organs in the political recommendations for
tke General Assembly.

It is also importaat that this strategy of taking further steps for

continuing the reforms is being carrisd out. In our view, the stage by stage
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implementation of these measures should becoms part of a broader procesns of
reform of the United Nations as a whole and of the system of the specialized
agencies.

We :Sall constructively céoperatc with all countries to sae to it that
this process is based on the spirit and lotter of the United Nations Charter
and that it will promots the impleuontition of its potential, which is far
from being exhausted at present. x;'a result of the agreements achieved, we
have & good earnest of pfogreas iz the future, und the Soviet delegation is
ready to pionnta further gfforta to improve the sccial and ecomomic activities
of the United Nations in order to enhance its effectiveness and adaptation to
the new political and economic rea;itiea.

Mc. FEYDER (Luxembourg) (interpretation from French): It is my
honour to apoak.oh behalf of tﬂo Europsan Community and its 12 member States.

The European Community and its member States wulcond the important
results vhich have besn achieveq folldving the work done over the past few
weeks on the question of the restructuring and revitalisation of the United
Nations in the economic and social fields. This result may be found in the
document annexed to the resolution just adopted by the General Asgonbly by
consensus. It is the first time in the hiitory of the United NWations that it
has thus beccme possible to bring about a series of reforms which will make it
possible more profitably, more rationally and more effectively to organize our
work in the economic and social fields.

The United Nations should now be in a bettsr poai:ion to discharge its
important present and future responsibilities in these fields. The reforms

agreed upon imply an in-depth reorganisaticn of the work of the Ecomomic and
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(Mr. Foyder. Luxembourg)
Social Council. They also imply & more consistent and rational structure and
a more promising preparation of that work.

But the agreement concluded goss bsyond a decision on a series of
essentially organizational measures. First, it is also based on a seriss of
principles, guidelines and objectives. These indicate clsarly the spirit and
foundation on which reforms are to be undertaken and they are important
milestones in carrying out that restructuring.

The Evropean Community ané its 12 member States consider, in this
context, that it is impertant for all to egree that thess reforms must be
carried out as part of a rastructuring and revitalization process which is
continuing. This orgarised process must have the effect of strengthening the
transparency, flexibility and adaptability of the organization and, therefore,
of its coordinating strength. The course of action thus chosen must also lead
us gradually to effective participation in our work by 8ll the protagonists in
the economic and social 1ife, governmental and non-governmental, including
organizations of regional economic integration.

In the view of the 12 mamber States, it was essential that a tims-table
and specific criteria for future work be established. This should lead us to
consider, at the next session of the General Assembly, the subsidlary bodies
of the Economic and Social Council. The European Community and its 12 member
States are detormined to undertake the necsssary preparatory work in the

coming weeks.
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(Mx. Feyder, Luxsmbourg)

This timetabls 2lso covers the work on complementarity bstween the
General Assembly anA the Economic and Social Council which will bs done in the
Gensral Assembly next year. ZThe composition of the Bconomic and Social
Council will alsc be reconsidered by the Assembly &t its next geszion. It was
alsc agreed thet we would proceed to & structural reform of the Secretariat.
Lastly, a comprehensive review of msasures adopted will be undertaken at the
forty-eighth sossion of the Genaral Asnenbly.

For the Buropsan Community and its 12 member States. this success has a
broader political significance as well. Pirst of all, it confirms the
excellent climate of cooperation that exists &nong Member States in the
economic and social fields, Secondly, it confirms that real progreas can be
achieved on the basis of consensus rather than by a pointhla strengthening of
majorities. It shows the existence of a common and unanimous political will
to make the United Matiorns an instrumeat for more effective discussion an¢
action. It also shows that Member States, far from being intimidated by
certain past failures, have learned from them. This is also how we interpret
the approach taken, namely, that of lottinq aor§ realistic goals ih the
immediate future uhile Placing the action undcrta;on within the framework of
an ongoing process. |

Convinced as we are of the importance of the mission the United Wations
must carry out ia the economic and social fields, the Twelve began preparatory
work for ﬁhis exercises in January of this year ind have helﬁ'a considerable
number of informal meetings. Thaey have contriiut«d significantly to the
results that have been obtained, first, by making available t¢ delegations a

document reflecting their pusivion and, secondly, by participating actively in
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the negotiations that have taken place. We ars dslighted that many of our
proposals have been incorporated iz the documsnt jusct adopted. _

The Twelve wisk to thank all the delegations that have made this success
possible. We should particularly like to emphasize the .crcdlt thet should go
to the members of the Group of 77, which took the initiative bohind this
i'ptorm acticn lant’néeonb;r ax_nd played a key role in the negotiations. We
should a.'l.io like tc.az'o;prou 6&' 'g:atltndc to Ambassador Awoonor @d Mr. Kufuor
of Ghanz and to Ambassador User of Pakistan, who expressed the Group's
positions in au.e:h an ablé manner and in such a constructive spirit. Our
 special thanks go to Ambesgador Thompson of Fiji, who, in the course of tho
past fcur weaks, coaducted dsgotiations with a talent, patience and calm that
impresced us 2ll. Tribute muzt also be paid to al}. who have demonstrated
spocial futsreat in this complex task and whoi ﬁith their imagimative
contributions, helped to overcome i;he difficulties encountered. -

The agresment reachsd today can strengthen the broader spirit of reform
that exists is the United Nations. While strengthering ﬁﬁt apirit, it a2lso
demonstrates the incressed confidence Momber Statgs have in the adaptability,
vitality end dynamism of the Uanited Nations - that is to say, in‘,its ability
to cope with pregent and futurs challenges. '

Mr. SEZAK] (Japan): My.dalegation would ljk_e\:o join earliez
speakers in expreseing its gratitude with regard to _t:he rasolution we have
jut adopted. That resclutioa is the rasizl:t of 1on§ and hard negotiaéions
among us, which reflected the importance we have all 'étéaqhad to it. Indeed,
by adopting the resolutiou, we have once again embarkad :upon the fornidable
tasks of revitalizing the United Nations in the ecomomic, social and related

&reas.,
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The task ahead of us is full of challenges. The tosui;got this pledging
session is only the first forward step in a long process. The establishment
of a consolidated session of the Econcmic and Social Council is a significant
achisvemsnt, but we cannot take full advantege of it if other arrangegants in
the area remain unchanged ia the future. First, we have to pursue vigorously
the rationali:atién of the work of the Economic and Social Council. Uniess we
significantly streamline the Council's agenda, the new arrangement will only
mean a further burden on its work and will not contribute to ths efficisncy we
would like to ses in it.

Secondly, the subsidiary bodies in the econemic, social anéd related
fields and their reporting atrangoments represeat anothsr area ip'yhieh
Substantial réstructuring is needed. 1In this respact, the work of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development {UNCTAD) must Le czanmined,
sspecially az regards its relationm to the work of the General Asgenbly and the
Economic and Social Council. The work of the General Asgambly, and especlally
the work of the Second and Third Committees, must be reviawed with a view to
avoiding duplicatioa and to streamlining their procedurs.

While the reform process is intergovernmental in nature, that does not
negaté the tospoﬁsibility of the Secretariat in makicg its work as efficiont
ac possible. The Secretariat should not adopt a wait-azad-zeo attiéﬁaé but
should vigorously pursue its tasks in accordaance with the Charter of the
United Nations and such relevant resolutions as General Aésembly
resolgtion 41/213,

During the negotiationms, my delegation, among others, erphasized the

importance of kolding the sessions of the Economic and Social Council in New
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York, as well as the question of redistributing the current seats on the
Council. Wo hops that those matters will be reviswed seriously in the future.

Lastly, I cannot conclude my statement without paying a high tribute to
Ambsssador Thompsoﬁ of Fiji, without whose efforts and parsevarance we would
never have reachsd an agreement. Amb;saador Thempson deserves our special
appreciation. |

M, MARRS (United States of America): It is a great privilege and
honour for me today to speak on this subject on behalf of the United States
delegation, of the United States Government and of tke over 200 miilion
Americans who have the privilege and honour of baing ciﬁizens of the host
country to the United Nations. It is an honour for me and for our colleagues
‘tadayvto talk about the resolution we have just adopted. which represents
several weeks of intense but serious work, and to complimant all members on
the quality of the resolution, the quality of the progress we have made and
the work we have accomplished. That work has been marked by a spirit of
compromise and cooperatiéQ ﬁnd by a spirit of consensus, which has been
commented upon by all the preceding speakers.

My delegation would also like to take this opportunity to note
particularly and with deeply feit appreciation the leadership given to our
work end to our group by His Excsllency the Ambassador of Piji, the
Honourable Winston Thompson. We could not havs got whers we have in the time

we did without his effort and his wisdom.
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From the beginning my delegation believed, along with uany othera. that
we had an opportunity this year to achieve modest but ' very real success. We
have done exactly that. We have moved; we have achievoq qpmething with many
1mpli§ati;n¢ for the future. As has been noted, we cénaider this to be a |
first step in a significant process. Ws hope that tﬁi resolution, aside f?om
its own virtues, will give a great impetus to that pébcaal.

As I have noted, my delegation believes that the resolution achieves in a
sense only modest objectives, but they aie important, not omnly for their own
value, but because thoy are modest. We decidsd deliberately to concentrate on
the heart of the question of reform of the economic and social activities of
the United Nations - the Economic and Social Council itself. By concentrating
on tﬁat body, we have been able to reach agreement on reforms vhich-have great
- implications for the kuture activities of the United Nations in the economic
“and social areas.
We have specifically agroo; on important changes in the Council's
* sessional and organizational arrangements. These are important changes which
éarty great hope for the future. They also create new responsibiliﬁies. The
~ resolution c§éates new responsibilities gorhdelcgations, with regard to how
they\behave in this reorganized Council to achieve the objectives we hops to
aehieve. It also places new respousibilities on the secretariat, both in
terms of changes the secretariat must make within itself, but also in terms of
changes we are not even sure of yet; as the Council changes, the secretariat
will have to change in the future. .

The resoiution also ﬁas important implications for the Council's -

subsidiary bodies. We have made a commitment to deal with that matter in the

near f£uture,
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As well as having implications for the Secretariat - changes in its
‘working level, organization and:schedule - the resolution has implications for
the General Assembly in the_n;ar future.

Nevertheless, we hopq and believe that the changes contained in the
resolution will lead to 6ur one single, hoped-for result - a bstter organized;
more effective and more officient United Nations in the economic and social
areas.

In my delegatiﬁn'a view, the resclution is particularlyvnotable for the
specific, conérete changes that have been made in the sessional ana
organiaatioha; arrangements of the Economic and Social Council. These are
real,

Many delegations have 8lso beanr concerned about the question of the
principles that will direct the changes we have made now and future change.
Much discuasion has gone into the organization ana drafting of this set of
Principles, and we are all confident in them. We are particularly hopeful
that these principles wili in the future guide our work of reform in a manner
that will be free of political ideology ana old-fashioned partisanship, and
will direct us towards work that will again lead to a better organized, more
efficient and more effective United Nations in the economic ana social fields.

(Austria); My delegation attaches great

importance to the work of the United Nations in the economic, social and
related fields. It ig therefore very important for us to see the
effectiveness and'efficiency of the work of the United Nstions in these fields

enhanced,
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In my delegation's view, the resolution we have just adopted is a very
concrete and positive step in the ongoing process of the restructuring and
revitalizatioa of_the United Nations in these fields.

I should like to add that participating in the arduous process of
informal consultations was a very rewarding experience for my dslegation,
because of the constructiveness of the contributions made by all partners,
because of the spirit of compromise that prsvailed and that enabled us.to £ind
censensus solutions and, laat but not least, because of the zbie and patient
leadership of the Permanent Ropressntative of FPiji, Ambaassador Thompson, in
his capacity as Chairman of the informal consultations.

My delegation looks forward to continuing working on the teséructuring
and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and relatad
fields constructively and creatively.

Mr. ZEANG Yesui (China) (interpretation from Chinese):s The Chineaé
delegation welcomes the adoption by consensus of drafi resolution A/45/L.49.
We believe that this is an important step in the process of the restructuring
and revitalization of the United Nations in the ecomomic, social and related
fields. We hope that the introduction of the new Economic and Social Council
and other reform measﬁres will be implemsnted effectively and will achieve the
desired results.

The Chinese delegation has always actively supported reform by the United
Nations in the economic, social and related fields. We believe that the
objective of reform is to improve the efficiency of the United Nations, so
that the Organization will respond more effectively to the need for
international cooperation in the economie fielq, particularly with regard to

the development needs of the developing countries.
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We believe that reforming the United Nationz in the economic and social
fields is a very complex question, involving many matters that are
complementary and related to each other. It also involves almost avery aspect
of tha activities of the United Nations in the economic, socizl and related
fields. Tharafore, ;n this respect there should be a step-hy-step appro&ch to
reform and we should not rush into anything hasty. If we do so, we shall
never achisve any of the desired results. We note with satisfaction that the
resolution we have just adopted by corsensus basically reflacts that approach.

We believe that the resolution represents a very good begianing to
reforming the United Nations in the economic, social and related fislds.
Therefore, we believe that the vieuQ of various parties must be sought on any
important measurss in that regard, and such measures should be adopted by
consensgus,

8efore I conclude, I wish on behalf of my dslegation tec express our
special thanks to the Pexmanent Representative of Fiji for his excellent work
in the process of informal consultaticns. His experience and diplomatic
skills, as well as the patioﬁco that he demonstrated ir the proceai.
contributed greatly to tho'progroaa we achieved in the consultations. My

thanks also go to all the countries hnd groups of countries that participated

in the informal consultations for thoir countributions.
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Our particular thanks go to the Group of 77 - which actually rapresents
128 countries - for its special efforts and contributions.

It is our hope that the apirit of constructive cooperation demonstrated
during this process will continue to be manifested in the coming process of
reform,

Ihe PPLSIDENT: The General Asseibly has thus concluded its
corsideration of agenda item 117.
PROGRAMME OF WORK

Ihe PRESIDENT: At its next plenary meeting, to be heid on Thursday
16 May, the General Assembly will comsider the report of the Fifth Committee
on agenda item 157, entitled “Financing of the United Nations Mission for the
- Referendum in Western Sahara“. It will also consider uander item 86, "Special
economic and disaster relief assistance”, a draft resolntion on emergency

&ssistance to Haiti.





