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THE POSITION OP THE PEOPLE'S EEPUBLIC OP BULGARIA 
ON detente  and DISAMiAI'IENT AT THE PRESENT STAGE

(E xcerp ts  from a speech made by TODOR ZHTPEOV,
F ir s t  S e c re ta ry  o f  the C e n tra l Conmiittee o f  the 
B a lg c jia n  Communist P a r ty  and P re s id e n t o f  the 
S ta te  C oim cil o f  the P e o p le 's  R epn blic o f  
B u lg a r ia , a t  the m eeting o f  the N a tio n a l Council 
o f  the F ath erlan d  F ro n t, h e ld  a t  S o f ia  on
11 F ebruary 198~01

The w orld  has en tered  the p en u ltim ate  decade o f  the tw e n tie th  ce n tu ry . In  terms 

o f  in t e n s i t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  dynamism and s o c ia l  changes, th e  tim es we l i v e  in  have no

p a r a l le l  in  the h is t o r y  o f  manlcind.

In  th is  r e s p e c t ,  the main achievem ent has undoubtedly been the p re s e rv a tio n  o f 

p ea ce, the end o f  the "c o ld  v/ar", the e sta b lish m en t o f  a c lim a te  and p o l ic y  o f  

d eten te  in  in te r n a t io n a l r e la t io n s ,  and the c o n so lid a tio n  o f  p e a c e fu l c o e x iste n c e  

and co -o p e ra tio n  between p e o p le s . For 55 y e a rs  nov, s in c e  the end o f  th e  Second 

World War, we have been l i v i n g  in  p ea ce, and alm ost a decade has passed  s in c e  the 

im plem entation o f  th e  programme o f  peace o f  the Communist P a r ty  o f  the S o v ie t  Union 

paved the г/ау fo r  d e te n te . T his i s  an in v a lu a b le  achievem ent, a p r ic e le s s  

achievem ent, e q u a lly  im portant and b e n e f ic ia l  fo r  a l l  n a tio n s and a l l  p e a c e - lo v in g  

p eo p les in  the vrorld.

Some V/estern le a d e rs  have been q u ick  to  p ro cla im  lo u d ly  th a t  one can no lo n g e r  

t a lk  o f  d e te n te . They are  o b v io u s ly  t r y in g  to  persuade the vrorld as v/ell a s , 

them selves th a t  t h e ir  o ld  dream has been r e a l iz e d .  In  t h is  vray th e y  a re  maJcing e ve ry  

e f f o r t  to  b o ls t e r  the courage o f  t h e ir  fo llo v/ers and to  le a d  t h e ir  enemies a s t r a y  and 

g e t them to  drop t h e ir  guard. I t  appears th a t among th e se  le a d e r s  th e re  are 

p o l i t i c i a n s  and statesm en who hope th a t ,  by th re a te n in g  to  "a p p ly  th e  bralces" to  

d e te n te , th e y  v / ill manage to  d ic t a t e  to  tis t h e ir  ovm id e a s  and co n d itio n s  fo r  

p e a c e fu l c o -e x is te n c e .

We a re , o f  co u rse , f u l l y  avfare th a t  the cause o f  d eten te  has s u f fe r e d  a v e ry  

se ve re  se tb a c k . The v/orld i s  e n te r in g  a new, more com plicated  and c r u c ia l  s ta g e  in  

the development o f  in te r n a t io n a l r e la t io n s ,  d u rin g  vjhich i t  i s  to  be expected  th a t 

the s tr u g g le  betv/een v a r io u s  ten d en cies on the q u e stio n s o f  peace and v/ar w i l l  become 

even more b i t t e r .

^  R eissued  f o r  te c h n ic a l  re a so n s.
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. Ve a re  anxious f o r  d é te n te , \re uaлt d e te n te , and \ie a,re endeavouring' to  

supplement p o l i t i c a l  d e te n te  by m i l i t a r y  d e ten te  and to  tu rn  d e te n te  in to  an 

i r r e v e r s i b le  p ro c e ss ; t h i s  i s  th e  uay i t  i s ,  and i t  i s  a l l  t r u e .

But i t  i s  ju s t  as tru e  th a t d é te n te  has come about not as a " fa v o u r"  gran ted  by

th e  im p e r ia l is t  c o u n tr ie s  but as an o b je c t iv e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  them as xrell -  o r in

any event a n e c e s s i t y  no le s s  com pelling' f o r  them than f o r  u s .

Our p o l ic y  o f  p r in c ip le  rem ains one o f  c o n so lid a tin g ' and deepening- d é te n te , 

and i s  a p o l ic y  o f  p e a c e fu l c o e x is te n c e  and co -o p e ra tio n  betxreen c o u n tr ie s  x â th  

d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  system s. To ir r e s p o n s ib le  a c t io n s  lea.ding' to  ne\i te n s io n  and 

in creasin g - th e  danger o f  a n u c le a r  h o lo ca u st \ie oppose the p o l ic y  o f  re a lism  and 

common sen se. T liis  p o l i t i c a l  p la tfo rm  i s  embodied in  th e  r e p lie s -g d v e n  by 

Comrade L . I ,  Brezhnev to  the Pravda correspondent on 13  January I98O.

The s o c i a l i s t  c o u n tr ie s , l i k e  th e  P e o p le 's  E ep u b lic  o f  B u lg a r ia , b e lie v e  th a t ,  

in  the p resen t s e r io u s  s i t u a t io n ,  t a lk s  on the l im it a t io n  o f  armaments are  not o n ly  

p o s s ib le  bvit o f  v i t a l  im portance. Houever, i f  th e y  ai-e to  y i e ld  r e s u l t s ,  the 

d ia lo g u e  must talce p la c e  h a v in g  regard  to  th e  appi-oximafce m i l i t a r y  p a r i t y  th a t  has 

been ach ieved  o b je c t iv e ly  over th e  span o f s e v e r a l d ecad es. Disarmament, l i k e  

d é te n te , i s  a two-\ray p ro c e s s . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  o n ly  g iv en  honest in te n t io n s  and an 

a c t iv e  and p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e  on the p a rt o f  a l l  p a r tn e rs . I f  MTO in te n d s to  

n e g o t ia te  u i t h  u s from a p o s it io n  o f  s tre n g th  and p resen t u s vâ th  a f a i t  a cco m p li, 

i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  i t  u i l l  not f in d  an in t e r lo c u t o r  f o r  such t a lk s .

S e c u r ity  in  Europe cannot be guaranteed, by in c r e a s in g  the number o f  n u c le a r  

weapons and by s t o c k p i l in g  P ersh in g  and C ru ise  m is s i le s  in  th e  European c o u n tr ie s  

o f  MTO, a s m i l i t a r y  s t r a t e g i s t s  on the o th e r  s id e  o f  the A t la n t ic  a re  t r y in g  to

su g g e st. Are th e y  d o in g  a l l  t h is  because th e y  are  g e n u in e ly  concerned about the 

s e c u r it y  o f  t h e i r  European a l l i e s ?  C e r ta in ly  n o t! T h e ir  r e a l  in te n t io n  i s  th a t any 

war in  the fu tu r e  should brealc out on th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  our o ld  co n tin en t which has 

s u ffe re d  so much and been la i d  w aste so many tim e s . P eop les should r e a l i z e  th a t  

r e a c t io n a r y  c i r c l e s  and s t r a t e g i s t s  on th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  the A t la n t ic  a re  prepared to  

s a c r i f i c e  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  w ith out g iv in g  th e  m a tter a second th o u gh t, th e  p o p u la tio n  

and the m a te r ia l and s p ir i t u a l  c u ltu re  o f  Europe, and count on rem aining o u ts id e  the 

sphere o f  m i l i t a r y  o p e ra tio n s . T h is i s  th e  t e r r i b l e  t iu t h  xrhich should have a 

g a lv a n iz in g  and so b e rin g  e f f e c t  on p o l i t i c i a n s  and statesm en and which should e n l i s t  

m illio n s  o f  people in  th e  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  n u c le a r  weapons, f o r  th e  l im it a t io n  o f 

armaments and f o r  d.isarmament. ’

In p resen t c o n d itio n s , q u e stio n s o f  peace and disarmament, f a r  from lo s in g  

t h e i r  im portance, are  on the c o n tra ry  becoming even more t o p ic a l  and u rg e n t. Today 

more than even b e fo re  i t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  to  s tim u la te  th e  in te r a c t io n  o f  a l l  fo r c e s
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\/hich are in  fa v o u r  o f  p e a c e fu l co -o p e ra tio n  and d e te n te , both  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and 

m il i t a r y  cpheros. T liis  i s  г/hat f r ie n d ly  c o u n tr ie s  tak e  to  be t h e i r  immediate ta s k , 

and t h i s  i s  г/hat th e  P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f -B u lg a r ia  co n sid ers  to  bo i t s  d u ty . B eing 

f u l l y  аг-/аге o f  t h is  f a c t ,  г/е are  p repai’in g  f o r  th e  Madrid m eeting г/here q u estio n s o f 

d eten te  and co -o p era tio n  and o f the re d u c tio n  o f th e  m i l i t a r y  danger in  Europe г/ i l l  

in e v it a b ly  be the fo c a l  p o in t o f  d isc x iss io n s.

The people and Government o f  B ulgaria , b e lie v e  in  the fu tu re  o f d e te n te . We 

b e lie v e  th a t  tho г/isdom o f  statesm en and th e  enduring in t e r e s t s  and mutual advantage 

o f  a l l  c o im tr ie s , p ta te s  and p eo p les v / ill  e v e n tu a lly  p r e v a i l .  C lear-h ead ed n ess, 

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and common sense are n e c e s sa ry . Peace can and must be p re se rv e d , and 

d eten te  can and must be p ro te c te d  and promoted. The P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f  B ulgaria, 

b e lie v e s  in  t h i s  g o al and г/ i l l  г/огк and f i g h t  to  a t t a in  i t .

In t h i s  c r u c ia l  hour in  the course o f  h is t o r y ,  г/е appeal to  a l l  c o u n tr ie s , to  

p o l i t i c i a n s  and statesm en, to  a l l  righ t-m in ded people г-/1ао c h e rish  the cause o f 

peace and th e  s p i r i t  o f  H elsin lz i, and to  a l l  th o se г/ho r e a l i z e  the lu n a cy  o f  the 

p resen t a lt e r n a t iv e  to  peace and are  аг/аге o f t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  to  t h e i r  peoples 

and to  raanlcind. D etente i s  in  danger, but not y e t b u rie d . Let us spare no e f f o r t  

to  defend i t ,  to  p re se rv e  i t  and to  oirtend i t .  \fe are  convinced th a t ,  i f  г/е d is p la y  

§по1г-/111 and re a lism  and tak e  in to  accoiuit the in t e r e s t s  o f p e o p le s , a l l  

in te r n a t io n a l problems can be so lv ed  by, 'p eacefu l methods. We d e c la re  th a t  anyone 

prepared to  proceed a lo n g  t h i s  road г'/ i l l  f in d  a tru e  and lo y a l  p a rtn e r  in  the 

P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f  B u lg a n ia .

The p o l ic y  o f  the P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f  B u lg a r ia  in  tho Balkans i s ,  as г-/е have 

poin ted  out on more than one o c ca s io n , a. c o n s is te n t p o l ic y ,  гтсг/ e rv in g ly  lo ya ,l to  

p r in c ip le s  and u n a ffe c te d  b y  any co n sid era .tion s o f  exp ed ien ce, -More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

t l i i s  means tlm t a t  tho p resen t tim e as г/ e l l  —  d e s p ite  the a g g ra v a tio n  o f the 

in te r n a t io n a l s i t u a t io n  by im p e r ia l is t  and r e a c t io n a r y  fo r c e s  —  г/е rem ain and г/ i l l  

continue to  remain tru e  to  th e  oboocti\ros г/е proclaim ed in  our r e la t io n s  г/ ith  

n eigh b o u rin g  c o u n tr ie s , nam ely, the p r e s e r v a tio n  and. c o n so lid a tio n  o f  peace and 

s e c u r it y ,  and tho prom otion o f good n e ig h b o u rly  r e la t io n s ,  fr ie n d s h ip , co -o p era tio n  

and im d erstan din g.

We r e a l i z e ,  o f  co u rse , th a t the changes ta lcin g  p la c e  in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l 

s i tu a t io n  as a г/hole a ls o  in flu e n c e  the s i tu a t io n  in  tho B alkan s. Оггг p e n in su la r  i s  

not an i s o la t e d  re g io n  out a p a rt o f Europe and o f tho г/orld as a v/hole.

F or exam ple, г/е are not in d .iffe ro n t to  the f a c t  th a t raedium-range m is s ile s  

can reach  our coun try from the o th e r  end o f E/irope. Wc are  not in d if fe r e n t  to  the 

f a c t  th a t  b a ses г/ith  m is s i le s  o f s o - c a lle d  " lim ite d "  range are  lo c a te d  around the 

P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f  B u lg a r ia , f o r  th e y  too can reach  our t e r r i t o r y ,  ilnd г/е are  f a r  

from in d if fe r e n t  about the fu tu re  a t t i t u d e  o f  our neigh bours tov/ards u s; г/hether г-/е
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s h a ll  continue a c t i v e l y  to  d evelop  fr ie n d s h ip , good n e ig h b o u rly  r e la t io n s  and 

c o -o p e ra tio n , ,1/e cannot view  w ithout concom  NATO's attem pts to  tu r n 'th e  

t e r r i t o r i e s  o f c e r ta in  B alkan c o u n tr ie s  in to  la u n ch in g  s i t e s  f o r  n u c le a r  weapons.

We hope th a t  reason  and re a lis m  w i l l  p r e v a i l  among th e  p o l i t i c a l  and m il i t a r y  

le a d e rs  in  th e se  c o u n tr ie s , and th a t  th e y  w i l l  not allo\r the B alkans to  become & 

p la y th in g  in  th e  hands o f  c e r ta in  r e a c t io n a r y  c i r c l e s .

How can our r e la t io n s  т/ith  our neigh bours be summarized a t the p resen t sta g e ?

R e la tio n s  between th e  P e o p le 's  R ep iib lic  o f  B u lg a r ia  and the S o c ia l i s t  R epublic 

o f  Romania contin ue to  d evelop  and can be p lo tte d  as an a,scending cu rve . T h is  i s  

q u ite  n a tu r a l,  Romania i s  our neighbour and a l l y ,  ve are both  p a r t ie s  to  the 

Warsaw T re a ty  and members o f  the C ouncil f o r  Mutual Economic A s s is ta n c e , and our 

b i l a t e r a l  r e la t io n s  a re  based on th e  T re a ty  o f  F rie n d sh ip , C o -o p eratio n  and Mutual 

A s s is ta n c e . Last y e a r  we had two m eetings w ith  Comrade N ico la e  Ceaucescu, and we 

examined and drei.r up a s e r ie s  o f m easures con cern in g our fu tu re  c o -o p e ra tio n . As you 

Icnow, fu r th e r  such m eetings and t a lk s  w i l l  taJcc p la c e  in  the n ext few d a ys. The good 

t r a d it io n  i s  th e r e fo r e  b e in g  m aintained.

Our r e la t io n s  ^/ith Turkey and Greece are  v e ry  good. Last y e a r , f r u i t f u l  

m eetings to o k  p la c e  bet\;een the Prime M in is te rs  o f  th e  t\ro c o u n tr ie s , and we 

co n sid er  th a t  the t r a d i t io n  o f th e se  annual m eetings w i l l  be kept up. M eetings \rere 

a ls o  h e ld  betvreen th e  M in is te rs  f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  o th e r  m in is te r s  and se n io r  

government o f f i c i a l s .  We v ; i l l  contin ue to  d evelo p  our r e la t io n s  \ â th  G reece and 

Turkey on the b a s is  o f the p r in c ip le s  o f  p e a c e fu l c o e x is te n c e , mutual ad van tage, 

mutual t r u s t ,  and good n e ig h b o u rlin e s s .

As re g a rd s  A lb a n ia , we continue to  fa v o u r  n o rm a liza tio n  and the development o f 

in t e r - S t a t e  r e la t io n s .

Our r e la t io n s  \Mth th e  S o c ia l i s t  F e d e ra l R ep u b lic  o f Y u g o sla v ia  continue to  

d eve lo p , but we would have l ik e d  them to  bo more a c t iv e  and v a r ie d . R e c e n tly , u s in g  

P re sid e n t T i t o 's  h e a lth  as a p r e te x t ,  a la r g e  number o f  mass media in  th e  West took  

th e  l i b e r t y  o f malcing th e  most v ic io u s  in s in u a tio n s  and en gagin g in  sp e c iila tio n  iMth 

regard  to  Bulg’a r ia  and th e  S o v ie t  Union, Hovrever, t r u th  w i l l  o u t, as th e  sa y in g  

g o es.

I  should l i k e  to  d e c la r e  once a g a in  th a t  th e  P e o p le 's  R e p u b lic  o f  B u lg a r ia  

i s  in te r e s te d  in  h a v in g  a p e a c e fu l, s ta b le  and prosperous Y u g o sla v ia  as a n eigh bour. 

The P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f B u lg a r ia  re c o g ïiiz e s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  and the S ta te  

f r o n t i e r s  th a t  to o k  shape a f t e r  th e  Second World War; i t  has n ever had and does not 

have any t e r r i t o r i a l  c la im s, e it h e r  w ith  re s p e c t  to  the S o c ia l i s t  F e d e ra l R epublic 

o f  Y u g o sla v ia  or any o f  i t s  n eigh b o u rs.
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The P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f B u lg a r ia  m ain tain s a l l  the p ro p o sals  i t  has made so f a r  

f o r  the fu r th e r  s tre n g th e n in g  and development o f  f r ie n d ly  and good n e ig h b o u rly  

r e la t io n s  w ith  the S o c ia l i s t  F ed era l R epublic o f  Y u g o sla v ia .

In g e n e ra l, the P e o p le 's  R ep u blic  o f  B u lg a r ia  has supported, i s  su p p o rtin g  and 

X'/ill continue to  support the development o f  c-onfidence and fr ie n d s h ip  among the 

B alkan c o u n tr ie s .

The p ro ce ss  o f  d e ten te  ha.s y ie ld e d  abundant f r u i t  in  the space o f  o n ly  a fe\7 

y e a r s .  Our country has done evorything- in  i t s  poxrer to  c o n so lid a te  p ea ce, se c x ir ity  

and co -o p e ra tio n  in  th e  B alkan s, in  Еизеоре, and in  th e  x/ox-ld as a x/holc.

The B u lg a ria n  people are  d e ep ly  a tta ch e d  to  the p o l ic y  o f d e te n te ; th e y  see no 

o th e r  reaso n ab le  a lt e r n a t iv e  and d e c la re  th a t ,  d e s p ite  th e  o b s ta c le s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  

r a is e d  by c e r ta in  c i r c l e s ,  th e y  -w ill continue to  malce e f f o r t s  to  eDrtend the p o s it iv e  

r e s u lt s  a lre a d y  ach ieved  in  r e la t io n s  betx-;oen the B alkan c o u n tr ie s  and the o th er 

Exiropean co xm tries.
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