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NOTE BY 'rHE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

The attached letter dated 25 Fehruary 1986 from the Permanent On~erver nf thP. 

Repur-11c nf Knrf"a to the UnitNi Nations was andressed to the PrF>Rident of thr­
Security Cl)Uncil. In accordance with the request therein contained, the lr>ttPr iR 
he1nq circt11ated as a document of the Security Council. 
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Letter dated 25 February 1986 from the Permanent Observer of 
the Repuhlic of Korea to the United Nations addressed to the 

President of the Security Council 

With regard to the statement hy the representative of the Soviet Union at the 
2655th meeting of the Security Council, on 6 February 1986, concerning Korean 
ll.ir1 ines flight No. 007 which was shot down by mi!:'tsiles fired from Soviet fighter:-s 
on 31 August 1983, I have the honour to state the following: 

1. We ar~ imhgnant at the statement hy the Soviet representative in which the 
Sovi,et. Ul"ion once again attempted to deceive the world community and thus to etrade 
tneir respon3ihilities for the destruction of Korean Airlines flight No. 007 with 
269 innocent people on hoard by claiming falsely that the airliner deliberatEcly and 
~ith premedi~ation deviated from its course to carry out a spy missior.. 

2. De~pite their helated and reluctant admission of the downing, which was made 
".:>t1ly after the release of the tape recordings containing communications hy the 
Soviet pilots, the Soviet Union has continued to allege the air.er.aft was on an 
e~pionage missior., ~hil~ at the same time they harassed and ohstr.ucted the 
i~terna~ionaJ search and rescue efforts and refused to co-operate with the 
f~ct-finding ~ff~rts of ICAO. 

3. Ifl 5~~temPer 1983, the ICAO Council reaffirmed that the use of armed force 
against ,:i d.l avi3tion was incompatible with the norms governing interna~ional 
heha~iour. and t~e el~mentary considerations of humanity. Furthermore, the Council 
~Jj;-:, reaffirmed :.!-at such use of force was incompatible with the rules, standards 
and recommend~c ?·~ctices enshrined in the Chicago Convention and its ann~<es. 

4. nDeeply deploringq the Soviet action, the Council also agreed that an urgent 
and impartial investigation of the Soviet downing of KAL flight No. 007 was 
~~cessa~y to determin° the facts of the tragedy. Despi~e the great ohstacl~s posed 
Py th€ refusal of the Soviet Union to co-operate, the ICAO Secretary-General's 
firsal report tC-WP/7764 of 2 December 1983) has provided an impartial, meticulously 
re5~ar~hed P.xplanation of what happened to KAL flight No. 007. 

'5~ ThP ICAO Secretary-General's report, confirmed by a separate report of the Air 
~av19ation Commission (ANC), has established that: 

T~ere was no evidence to indicate that the flight crew of KAL flight 
~o. 007 wan, at aoy time, aware of the flight's deviation from its planned route or 
that th€ pilot was e~er aware of any Soviet effort to warn hi5 aircraft; 

Th~ Soviet Union did not make significant efforts to identify the 

T!'ie aircraft was shot down by air-t:-i-air :nissiles fired from the Soviet 
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6~ Further~ ANC suhstantiated the Secretary-General's conclusions that there was 
no e-qidence that KAL flight No. 007 was on an intelligence mission. 

7.. In the face of the loss of relevant evidence, hecause of the aircraft's 
destruction, compounded by Soviet non-co-operation i~ the investigation and 
harassment of search and rescue efforts, we may never know for certain why KAL 
flight No. 007 accidentally deviated from its planned flight route. However, it is 
clear from the ICAO reports that the deviation of the airliner was unintentional, 
and that the fall responsibility for the tragedy of 31 August 1983 which shocked 
the entire world rests with the Soviet Union. 

8. The world community is still entitled to expect the perpetrator of the KAL 
tragedy to meet its responsibility. The Soviet Union should remember that, 
although it was ahle to block the adoption of a re~olution condemning the Soviet 
action in the Security Council through the exercise of its veto power, it cannot 
avoid the truth nor escape the judgement of nistory. 

I should be grateful if you would have this letter circulated as a document of 
the Security Council. 

(Signed) Kwang-Soo CHOI 
Ambassador 


