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34 / 225. Identification of activities that have been 
completed or are obsolete, of marginal use• 
fulness or ineffective 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3534 (XXX) of 17 December 
1975, in which it requested the Secretary-General, inter 
alia, to include in the performance reports on the United 
Nations programme budget relevant information on the 
staff and resources released as a result of the comple
tion, reduction, reorganization, merging, elimination or 
otherwise of United Nations programmes, projects or 
activities, 

Recalling also its resolution 31 /93 of 14 December 
1976, in which it stressed the responsibility of the 
Secretary-General to draw to the attention of the com
petent intergovernmental bodies activities that are ob
solete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective, indicating 
the resources which may be released so that the bodies 
concerned may take the necessary action, 

Recalling further its resolution 32/201 of 21 Decem
ber 1977, in which it urged the Secretary-General to 
ensure the implementation of the provisions of General 
Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) and 31/93 in the 
preparation of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1980-1981 and the performance report on 
the programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, 

Recalling also its resolution 33/204 of 29 January 
1979, in which it requested the Secretary-General to im
plement fully the above-mentioned resolutions and to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth ses
sion on the measures taken, 

Reaffirming the importance of identifying activities 
that have been completed or are obsolete, of marginal 
usefulness or ineffective in order to redeploy resources 
to finance new United Nations activities, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary
General58 submitted in pursuance of General Assembly 
resolution 33/204 and the report of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions;50 

2. Notes with concern the finding of the Committee 
for Programme and Co-ordination°0 that the informa
tion contained in the report of the Secretary-General is 
insufficient; 

3. Calls upon the Secretary-General to exercise his 
judgement to identify without further delay marginally 
useful and ineffective activities and to report thereon 
to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
at its twentieth session, including the criteria which have 
been used in the identification; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report also to 
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination at its 
twentieth session on activities that have been completed, 
on the resources that have thereby been released and 
on the consequent effect on the programme budget; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to propose to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session criteria 
and arrangements to promote the development of an 
efficient procedure for the identification of activities that 
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have been completed or are obsolete, of marginal use
fulness or ineffective; 

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session, 
through the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions, a full and comprehensive report 
on the implementation of Assembly resolution 3534 
(XXX) and subsequent resolutions reaffirming it. 

111 th plenary meeting 
20 December 1979 

34 / 226. Arabic language services 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3190 (XXVIII) of 18 De
cember 1973, by which it decided to include Arabic 
among the official and working languages of the General 
Assembly and its Main Committees, 

Referring to resolution 115 (V) of 3 June 1979 of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment, 01 by which the Conference recommended that the 
General Assembly should take the necessary steps to 
ensure that Arabic is included among the official and 
working languages of the Conference, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary
General02 and the related notes63 concerning the pro
vision of Arabic lahguage services to the General As
sembly and its Main Committees, 

Noting with concern that the arrangements made to 
implement resolution 3190 (XXVIII) have not pro
vided adequate and efficient services to the General 
Assembly and its Main Committees, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the Ar
abic language services up to a level equal with the ser
vices of the other official and working languages of the 
General Assembly and its Main Committees by adopting 
effective measures including: 

(a) The immediate reinforcement of the Arabic 
Translation Service at United Nations Headquarters by 
a sufficient number of permanent posts to ensure the 
translation of all pre-session, in-session and post-session 
documentation of the General Assembly and its Main 
Committees within the specified time-limits and sim
ultaneously with their issuance in the other official 
languages; 

(b) The establishment at Headquarters of an Arabic 
interpretation unit with a sufficient number of perma
nent posts to provide interpretation services to the Gen
eral Assembly and its Main Committees; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to make the nec
essary arrangements for the full implementation of the 
present resolution and to submit a report thereon to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session. 

111 th plenary meeting 
20 December 1979 
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