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Under inscructions trom my Govermment, I have the honour to transmit herewith
the following statemant:

1, The Govermisut ot Japan noces with proround coancern the reports that the
oil spill in che Persian Guif, uuprecedented in scale, is already having truly
dire cousequeuces, cdausiug the destruction of the euviromment of the region
and posing au eacremely grave threat to the lives of the people who live there.

2. It is teared that its ampacc on the eacire ecosystem will be enormous and
it will be a very Jloug timme betoure recovery is possible.

3. The Govermneant of Japan must express grave regret over this ecological
disaster, whicn has occurred at a time when the international comnunity is
inteasatyiny excensive co-opurative etforts to solve the wide range of
problems taciuy tne global euviromment, efforts to which the Goverument of
Japan has committed itselr co making a positive coutribution.

4. The Goverument oi Japan intends to extend all possible assistance to the
countries coacurned to ofrsec the dammage done by this disaster, making use ot
its own.experience witn oil spills. NRespouding to a request from the country
concerned, tne Goverument of Japan nas almost completed preparations to
provide 30 kxilowetres of oil poums, wnich it will very shortly tramsport to
the Persian Gulf,

5. The Gouvermwent of Jepda is also prupared to co-operate positi#ely with

the United Nations and other international organizations in any measures they
may adopt to respond to this cavastrophe.
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6, The Government of Japan believes that, since the United Nations has a -
very important role to play, particularly in co-ordinating the international
efforts of Member States and international organizations in field of the
environment, it is of great importance that the organs, organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system respond positively to this disaster.

I should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as an
official document of the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly under the item
entitled "Development and international economic co-operation”,

(Sianed) Yoshio HATANO
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleanipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Japan to the
United Nations



