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The Honourable Sadang N. Silmai
Spzeker, House of Elected Mawbers
Palau Legisisbure '

Koror, Palau 96940

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Ve ere compelled, at the risk of creating further confusion on your part,.to
resperd to your letter of 17 July 1979, 1/ addressed to each of us, the undersigned
legislators.

At the outset, we wish to express our disappointment that you, as Speaker of
the Pzlau Leazislature, would stoop so low as to complain at sreat length about the
use of the nave of the Palau Legislature by a group of legislators as a return
address in a cable. 2/ Surely your letter was not an attempt to silence us from
speaking on our own behalf and on behalf of over 4,200 veters of Palau who do not
share your sentiments on the recently ratified Constitution. A legislato? @as the
right to use the name of Palau Legislature as a return address in his official
correspondence, including zables, and you as a Speaker ought to know be?ter. The
reference to Palau Legislature was strictly for our return address, & risht and a
privilege which we, as individual legmislators, have for as long as our termg of
office remain in effect. If you read carefully the contents of our cable, 1t
should have become clear to you, as it was to the WALU TV reporter, that the
positions stated in that cable were ours, not of the Legislature.

Our respective positions regarding each issue stated in your letter gné in
our cable are clear and need not be further elaboreted hereln; further, Civil

1/ See T/COM.10/L.259.
2/ See T/COM.10/L.255.
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Action Wo. T1-T9, scheduled for hearing tomorrow at 2 p.m. will eventually resolve
these matiers.

Although we had planned not to respond tojpur letter as cur cable was quite
clecr, wve ar2 nevertheless forced to do so in order 4o clarify whatever confusion
youvr letter mey have created in the minds of the public. We ere sending copi§s
of this letter to those who received copies of your letter not because we believe
that your letter confused them, but because it is a matter of courtesy and respect.

Sincerely yours,

(Sined by the following persons) .

Tosiwo NAKAMIRA John 0. NGIRAKED
Ttelbang LUTT ~ ANciko SUGTYAMA
Yoich SINGEO o Kﬁnif'wo NAKAMURA
Yasinto ISECHAL Pablo KYOSHI
Emilio NTSTOR George NGIRARSAOL -

cc: High Ccwmissioner, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
President, United Naticns Trusteeship Council, New Ycrk - .
Director, Office of Territcrial Affairs, Department of the Interior
Ambassador Peker R. Rosenblatt S
District Administrsthor, Palau
WALU-TV, Koror, Palau
11SZB Pedio Station





