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Honourable K:U.~hio Nakamura 
Honourable John o. Ngiraked 
Honourable Itelb~ng Luii 
Ho;.1oura.ble Akiko Sugi~~ama 
Hon::rurable Yoich Singeo 
Honou:.~s.ble Yasi~Tt6 Isechal 
Ho::J.ourable Gcorge Ngirarsaol 
IfcnotU·able Emilio Nestor 
Honourable Tosiwo Nakamtira · 
Honourable Pablo Kyoshi 
Legislators 
Koror, Palau 96940 

Dear Hcnourable Legislators: 

96940 

17 July 1979 

A copy of your cable 1/ addressed to the High CoiT~ssioner of the Trust 
Territcry of the Pacific Islands regarding the quorum question of the Palau 
Legislature and your request that the Secretary of the Interior take exception to 
PL 6-5S-l and declare official the results of the "referendum" held on 9 July 1979, 
came across my desk today for my information as that cable purports to have been 
sent by the Palau Legislature. I am compelled by the members· of the Palau 

1/ See T/COM.l0/L.255. 

80-01422 I ... 



T/COM.10/L.259 
E.'tiglish 
Pa.g~ 2 

Lagislatura and by the responsibilities of my office to write you this letter to 
clt.!.rlry, the m··.m~ of the Palau L~gislature for the record and to officially disclaim 
h.no-:1l:::Jg~; consen·t or €ndc1·sement of the use ot' its name in that communication. 

Ymu· 'use of the ne.me of the Palau Legislature was not only unauthorized, it was 
a blatant ".r:ic:!.c.tion of the ethics of your office in the.t it misrepresented the 
posi ti0n of the Pulau Legislature. . The Legislature cc.nsists of two houses and can 
O!lly act ccJ.lecti vely whrm . it acts· ·in a'ccordance with. ft3 .rule3 o'f procedure and 
la~.;. It is clear tbe:t i·.he 10 of you ce.r:r.ot ., acting in concert' 'legally use the name 
of t!Je Leglsl~,/t,;l_U·e as it is more then clear that you CS.."ln.Ot even COI!!llit the name of 
the Legislatu:r.e even if yo1t apply the requir:ement of a simple majority rule, a 
position which you so ad~rp.antly, ab~or:. · · ·._ . · · · · 

1Vith respect to the ccntcmts of your cnble, the Palau Legislature's position is 
cleC~.r. Your request that th~ High Corr.!:lissicner refrain from approving any petition 
by the Lcgi8lutm:·e to amend its Charter ·to ·lower the quorum requirement to a simple 
Illcljori~liY is unnecessary a."1d moot ss the term.S of Secretarial Order 2918 made 
a~plicable to th~ Paleu Legislature by virtue of Secretarial Order 3027 have in 
effect accomplished that purpose. Your request that the Secretary of the Interior 
decl:~.:re the rasults of the "rcfc:::-endum" official and hence pre-empt the Palau 
I,ogisl!',ttlre frQm carrying out its duties as the sole judge of the referendum is at 
bcsl:i no mo:i:'e than an undisguised attempt on your part to subvert the provision of 
PL 6-5S-l uhich you h~we heretofore so faithfully upheld, but which has been 
effectively nullified by t:h.e application of PTJ 6-8-14 which was Bill No. 1140, and 
wo'cld in effect amount to your hypocrisy reg11rding the fUlfilment of said public 
ln. · 

I am sending a copy of this letter to all concerned_ to· clarify the record and 
in adeition I heTcby most respectfully direct you to refrain from further using the 
name of this Legislature to advance your pe:i:'sonal political i~terests which 
contradict the provisions of law and the well-expressed position .of this 
Legislatui.~e. · ~. 

··. ,: 

. cc:-

Your co-operation shall be most highly appreciated. ·, \ ,• ~ 

...... ·. 

-_ (Signeq) . Sadang N. ~!LMAI 
· Speaker 

High Commissioner; Trust Territory of the ·Pad.fic Island~ 
President, United Nations Trusteeship Council, New York 
Director'-. Office ·of Territorial Affairs, Depa.rt:ment . of the Interior· 
Ambassador Peter R. Rosenblatt 
Dis·trict Administrator, Palau 




