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T·!e, the undersigned members of the Palau Legislature vrho have, in connexion 
. 1-ri. th the recently conducted but as yet not certified referendum on the Palau 
Constitution, boycotted the current session of the Palau Legislature, wish to 
inform you that the whole constitutional process beginning rri.th the enactment of 
PL 6-58-1 is drawinr, to a close but not completed yet. 

He believe that the interest of the people of Palau requires co-operation of 
all members of the Legislature and respect for latv. Hm-rever, given the ground of 
Civil Action No. 71-79 that this current session is illegal in that it has exceeded 
30 clays and has been transacting business "\vithout the three-fourths quorum, it 
would prejudice said court case should we attend the current session prior to the 
conclusion of said case. In vie1·T of the rather heavy turn out, and such a wide 
margin of the people voting for the proposed constitution, we believe that our 
continued boycottinr, of the current session has the clear manclate of the 
overnhelming majority of the people of Palau. In this connexion, we urge you 
not to pre-empt this entire constitutional process by amending, in the event of 
such a request, the Charter of the Palau Legislature reducing the quorura 
requirement. llliile the actual number of the members of the Legislature opposing 
the constitution may be greater than those supporting it, we assure you that in 
this case the minority speak clearly on behalf of the majority of the people of 
Palau. FurtherMore, the present attitude of the majority of the members of the 
Palau Legislature, which can be summed up as "people be damned", clearly 

80-01340 I ... 



T/CQr.f.lO/L.255 
English 
Page 2 

demonstrates to us that if given the opportunity, they will declare the results 
of the referendum null and void. He do not wish to become a party to such 
arrogance and defiance of the wishes of the public. As you well knovr, 
PL 6-58-1 provides in part that the Lep.:islature shall be the sole judge of the 
results of the ref'E'=rendum. ~·le believe that such review should be limited to 
instances of irregularities. No such irregularity or complaints of irregularity 
uas found by the United Nations Visiting Mission regarding the conduct of the 
referendu.'rll. Given the attitude of the members of the Legislature~ vre are 
convinced that the Legislature cannot :be an· impartial judge of the results of 
the referendum. Therefore, in vievr of the ·high voter turn out and the widest 
margin in any previous elections in Palau, the clearly expressed support of the 
people of Palau for the·constitution•must not be thwarted by a handful of people 
in Legislature. He belieye that the Se.cretary .. of. the Interior has the 
responsibility to protect the clearly expressed wishes of the people of Palau 
and must intercede on their behalf by declaring the results of the referendum 
official. · It is our contention that the United States of America as the 
Administering Autho!'ity m-res a·t; least that much to the people of Palau. 'He 
the undersigned legislators and the peo~le of Palau respectfully request your 
continued assurance that no such amendment to the Charter of the Pala~ Legislature 
vrould be made upon the request of the Palau Legislature and further request that 
this message be transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his appropriate 
renponse. 
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