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The meeting vas c a l l e d to order at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUIMN RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED. AllAB TERRITORIES,. 
INCLUDING PALESTINE (agenda item 4) (continued) (E/CN.4/1991/6, 7, 8, 60, 61, 
62, 65; A/45/3, 13 and A d d . l , 35 and C o r r . l , 84, 306, 503i 576, 595, 608-614 
and 726) 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES 
UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item 9) 
(continued) (E/CN.4/1991/13 and 14; E/CN.4/1991/NGO/2, A/45/488) 

1. Mr. KOUTCHINSKI ( U k r a i n i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) s a i d that the 
t r a g i c developments i n the Gulf and the consequent hardening of tension i n the 
Middle East as shown i n the report of the Committee on the E x e r c i s e of the 
I n a l i e n a b l e Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n People (A/45/35), were a l l the more 
r e g r e t t a b l e i n view of the many favourable changes that had taken place i n the 
world i n 1990- A l l the r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d from v a r i o u s sources, 
i n c l u d i n g governmental and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and v a r i o u s 
United Nations bodies, showed that the s i t u a t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s had worsened s t i l l f u r t h e r . In i t s l a t e s t report 
(A/45/576), the S p e c i a l Committee to I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g 
the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s gave a f u l l 
p i c t u r e of the many human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s committed by I s r a e l i n those 
t e r r i t o r i e s . The p e r s i s t e n t r e f u s a l of the I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s to 
recognize and guarantee the human r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , closed the way to any j u s t and l a s t i n g 
s o l u t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n question and thus of the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t as 
a whole. His country was f u r t h e r concerned at the strengthening of r e p r e s s i o n 
against P a l e s t i n i a n s suspected of t a k i n g part i n the i n t i f a d a , and at the 
i m p o s i t i o n i n the t e r r i t o r i e s , s ince the beginning of the Gulf War, of a very 
s t r i c t curfew which created a d d i t i o n a l d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n . The continued massive immigration to I s r a e l of Jews from Eastern 
Europe, i n c l u d i n g the Ukraine, and t h e i r establishment i n Jewish c o l o n i e s set 
up i n the t e r r i t o r i e s , gave r i s e to f u r t h e r concern. In that connection, 
measures could not be taken at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l to respect the i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s of a people i f those measures were contrary to the e q u a l l y i n a l i e n a b l e 
r i g h t s of other persons. Such a c t i o n could c e r t a i n l y not help to solve the 
P a l e s t i n i a n problem. 

2. His country had c o n s i s t e n t l y and on s e v e r a l occasions expressed i n 
v a r i o u s United Nations bodies, p a r t i c u l a r l y the General Assembly, the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the Commission on Human R i g h t s , i t s support f o r a 
settlement of the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t that would f u l l y s a t i s f y both 
p a r t i e s . The i n t r a n s i g e n c e of the I s r a e l i Government and i t s r e f u s a l to enter 
i n t o dialogue w i t h the PLO could only i n c r e a s e the d i f f i c u l t i e s and impede the 
e f f o r t s made i n p a r t i c u l a r by the United Nations to solve the Middle East 
problems by d i p l o m a t i c means and guarantee the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people, i n c l u d i n g i t s r i g h t to create a sovereign and independent 
State. The maintenance of the s t a t u s quo, i . e . , of I s r a e l ' s presence i n the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , could have extremely s e r i o u s consequences f o r a l l States 
i n the r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l , and f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 
Since the s i t u a t i o n had become even more complicated as a r e s u l t of Iraq's 
aggression a g a i n s t Kuwait, i t was e s s e n t i a l to reach a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n to 
a l l the problems i n the Middle East, and that would r e q u i r e a dialogue between 
the p a r t i e s concerned, the implementation of United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s on the 
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question and the convening, under United Nations a u s p i c e s , of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
peace conference i n which a l l p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t , i n c l u d i n g the PLO and 
the f i v e permanent members of the S e c u r i t y C o i a i c i l , would p a r t i c i p a t e . 

3. Mrs. OUISUMBING ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) s a i d that the l a c k of s u b s t a n t i a l progress 
i n the e f f o r t s made over the past 23 years to help the Arabs and P a l e s t i n i a n s 
i n the t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by I s r a e l s i n c e 1967 to f i n d l a s t i n g peace and to 
secure the f u l l enjo)Tiient of t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s must not lead to a l o s s 
of hope that that o b j e c t i v e would one day be a t t a i n e d . The c o l l a p s e of the 
B e r l i n w a l l , the f i r s t steps towards the r e s t o r a t i o n of peace i n Cambodia and 
the e l i m i n a t i o n of ten s i o n i n other parts of the world proved that peace could 
p r e v a i l even i n apparently the l e a s t conducive c o n d i t i o n s . 

4. The a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the Fourth Geneva Convention to a l l the Arab and 
P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r i e s i n c l u d i n g Jerusalem, occupied by I s r a e l , had been 
re a f f i r m e d on many occasions by the Commission, which a c t e d , as i t were, as 
the spokesman f o r the conscience of mankind on human r i g h t s i s s u e s . The time 
had come f o r I s r a e l to heed the repeated appeals the Commission had made to i t 
over the years and at l a s t end the s u f f e r i n g s of the people of the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s . The s i t u a t i o n of the P a l e s t i n i a n s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , had sh a r p l y 
d e t e r i o r a t e d o«ver the past year because of the harsh measures used by the 
occupying f o r c e s to put down the i n t i f a d a - measures that had been u n i v e r s a l l y 
condemned. A l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n must be sought, as a matter of urgency, to the 
P a l e s t i n i a n ргоЫещ and to the c o n f l i c t provoked by I s r a e l ' s occupation of the 
S y r i a n , Leban^ste aiîd Jordanian t e r r i t o r i e s . Her country t h e r e f o r e supported 
the cortv-ening of atî i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace conference tmder United Nations 
auspices and on the terms and co n d i t i o n s p r e s c r i b e d i n General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 44/42, w i t h a view to reaching a p o l i t i c a l settlement of the 
c o n f l i c t and ensuring respect f o r the sover e i g n t y , t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and 
p o l i t i c a l independence of a l l States i n the r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e and 
I s r a e l , and t h e i r rigfefe to l i v e i n peace w i t h i n secure and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
recognised booiidarias. Her de l e g a t i o n appealed to a l l who were opposed to 
such a conference t o reconsider t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n the i n t e r e s t of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s arad I s r a e l i s so that they could a l l at l a s t c o - e x i s t i n peace. 

5. The United Nations had c o n s i s t e n t l y promoted the r i g h t of peoples to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and i t s s u c c e s s f u l work, i n the case of Namibia, should be 
welcomed. I t ^ s r e g r e t t a b l e that i t s e f f o r t s had not a l s o borne f r u i t more 
r e c e n t l y , f o l l o w i n g I r a q ' s occupation of Kuwait, but the United Nations must 
continue i t s a e t i o n to put an end to the current war. The Org a n i z a t i o n had 
al s o f o r t u n a t e l y made some progress i n i t s quest f o r means of ensuring respect 
f o r the human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of the Cambodian people, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and her d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the 
establishment of the framework f o r a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l settlement of the 
Cambodian c o n f l i c t , endorsed by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n r e s o l u t i o n 668 (1990). 
In accordance w i t h that r e s o l u t i o n , her de l e g a t i o n urged a l l the p a r t i e s to 
the c o n f l i c t to shô w the maximum s e l f - r e s t r a i n t so as to create the clim a t e of 
peace needed to pav^e the way f o r the fo r m u l a t i o n and implementation of a 
comprehensive p o l i t i c a l settlement- She hoped that the P a r i s Conference would 
s h o r t l y be reconvened to enable i t to work out and adopt such a settlement and 
to draw up a detailevd implementation p l a n , i n accordance w i t h the framework 
envisaged. 
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6. Mr. CAETANO JOAO (Observer f o r Angola) s a i d that h i s country had 
f r e q u e n t l y had occasion to condemn I s r a e l ' s p r a c t i c e s i n the t e r r i t o r i e s i t 
had occupied s i n c e 1967, which were an a f f r o n t to human d i g n i t y arid a 
v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s standards; and i t s r e f u s a l to 
implement the r e l e v a n t United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s . I t t h e r e f o r e a s s o c i a t e d 
i t s e l f w i t h a l l the e f f o r t s made by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, through the 
United Nations, to put an end to those crimes. 

7. Under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, respect f o r hximan r i g h t s must be based on 
u n i v e r s a l e q u a l i t y - a p r i n c i p l e which I s r a e l completely f a i l e d to respect. 
His d e l e g a t i o n appealed to the I s r a e l i Government to comply w i t h the 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s on the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n people 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and i t was i n favour of the convening of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference on the Middle East, under United Nations auspices and 
w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of I s r a e l and the PLO, w i t h a view to the establishment 
of a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . I t was a matter of urgency to f i n d a d e f i n i t i v e 
s o l u t i o n to the Middle East problem, and that was a l l the more e s s e n t i a l since 
the s t a r t i n g of the Gulf war had merely compounded the already d i f f i c u l t 
s i t u a t i o n i n the r e g i o n . Angola had condemned Iraq's i n v a s i o n and annexation 
of Kuwait, s i n c e i t had c o n s i s t e n t l y deplored the use of f o r c e as a means of 
r e s o l v i n g c o n f l i c t s . 

8. Angola, which had always considered that the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n should be completely f r e e , could only r e g r e t that the 
people of East Timor was unable to e x e r c i s e that r i g h t , and i t therefore once 
again urged the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, the United Nations, and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
P o r t u g a l , to seek the ways and means needed to solve the s i t u a t i o n that had 
been imposed on that people. 

9. Angola, which had x i n c o n d i t i o n a l l y supported Namibia's independence, 
would a l s o continue to support the e f f o r t s to f i n d a peaceful s o l u t i o n to the 
i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t i n South A f r i c a . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was duty bound 
to encourage the reforms undertaken by Mr. De K l e r k ' s Government to b r i n g 
about the a b o l i t i o n of the a n a c h r o n i s t i c a p a r t h e i d system. Angola was 
confident that a l l the d e c i s i o n s to be adopted by the Commission at i t s 
f o r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n would take account of the wishes of the peoples of 
P a l e s t i n e , East Timor and South A f r i c a and of a l l who awaited r e s o l u t e a c t i o n 
by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community-

10- His d e l e g a t i o n congratulated the Chairman of the Commission on h i s 
f i r s t - r a t e and o b j e c t i v e report on the question of the use of mercenaries 
(E/CN.4/1991/14), and supported the recommendations made i n that r e p o r t . 

11. Mr. PAGAC (Czechoslovakia) r e c a l l e d that the r i g h t of peoples to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a fundamental c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t , set f o r t h , moreover, 
i n a r t i c l e 1 of the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Hximan R i g h t s . However, 
a n c i e n t , modem and even contemporary h i s t o r y abounded i n examples which 
a t t e s t e d to the d i r e consequences stemming from the d e n i a l of that r i g h t . The 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n d i d not j u s t mean the r i g h t of peoples to free 
themselves from oppression and to gain p o l i t i c a l independence, nor was i t an 
a b s t r a c t concept. I t was much broader i n scope and could be e x e r c i s e d only i n 
a context of democracy and respect f o r a l l human r i g h t s and a l l fundamental 
freedoms. I t had been shown that under a u t h o r i t a r i a n and t o t a l i t a r i a n régimes 
which f l o u t e d Ьгшап r i g h t s and the d i g n i t y of the human being , i t became a 
f i c t i o n . 
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12. His d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the profound changes that had taken place i n 1990 
i n the coixntries of C e n t r a l and Eastern Europe, and the trend towards democracy 
i n other parts of the wo r l d , and i t p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the r e u n i f i c a t i o n of 
Germany a f t e r hO years of enforced s e p a r a t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , events c u r r e n t l y 
t a k i n g place i n the world showed that nothing had yet been gained, that the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's o b j e c t i v e was f a r from being achieved and that i n 
many c o u n t r i e s the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had not as yet been r e a l i z e d . 
Iraq's m i l i t a r y occupation of Kuwait was incompatible w i t h the fundamental 
p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, and h i s d e l e g a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned 
at a l l e g a t i o n s that innocent c i v i l i a n s had been t o r t u r e d and executed under 
that occupation. His d e l e g a t i o n had already commented on the f a t e of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people imder agenda item 4. I t renewed i t s appeal to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to take s t e p s , as soon as the Gulf War had ended, to 
guarantee the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n s to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

13- Czechoslovakia a l s o hoped that there would be favourable developments i n 
such c o u n t r i e s as South A f r i c a , A fghanistan, Cambodia, S r i Lanka and Myanmar. 
The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the establishment of 
f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s among n a t i o n s . I t was a l s o one of the p r i n c i p l e s set f o r t h 
i n the Charter of the United Nations and i n a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l hximan r i g h t s 
instruments adopted t h e r e a f t e r . Czechoslovakia t h e r e f o r e supported any e f f o r t s 
made to s e t t l e disputes by peaceful means, even though i t was aware of the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s of such an tmdertaking. 

14. His d e l e g a t i o n shared the view expressed by the Chairman i n h i s 
i n t r o d u c t o r y statement t h a t , contrary to what Hobbes had s a i d , war was not a 
st a t e n a t u r a l to man. I t p r e f e r r e d the teaching of Comenius that the wisdom 
of n a t i o n s was not expressed by the power of weapons. One should work to 
b r i n g about a world i n which the concepts of peace and independence were based 
on a freedom which, as defined by Ni e t s c h e , revealed i t s e l f as the w i l l to be 
res p o n s i b l e to on e s e l f . From that viewpoint, the oppressed n a t i o n s were not 
j u s t those that were prevented by f o r c e from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r hiiman r i g h t s but 
al s o those which were deprived by fo r c e of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i r own 
de s t i n y . The peoples of Czechoslovakia had had the b i t t e r experience of being 
i n that s i t u a t i o n , and they t h e r e f o r e welcomed the o b j e c t i v e tendency of the 
world to r i d i t s e l f of the Hobbesian d o c t r i n e . They a l s o understood the 
e f f o r t s of a l l those - whether i n the West, i n the B a l t i c c o u n t r i e s or 
elsewhere - who were s t r i v i n g to decide the d e s t i n y of t h e i r n a t i o n . 

15. Mr. 5EZAKI (Japan) r e c a l l e d that one of the most important missions of 
the United Nations was to promote respect f o r the r i g h t of everyone to 
e q u a l i t y and freedom without d i s t i n c t i o n as to race, sex, langixage or 
r e l i g i o n . More than 20 compulsory human r i g h t s t r e a t i e s were c u r r e n t l y i n 
f o r c e , and the e f f o r t s made by the United Nations to e l i m i n a t e r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and promote human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms were 
praiseworthy. However, some peoples, f o r instance i n South A f r i c a , 
A f ghanistan, Cambodia and occupied Kuwait, were s t i l l subjected to i n t o l e r a n t 
and d i s c r i m i n a t o r y treatment. 

16. The p o l i c y of ap a r t h e i d i n South A f r i c a denied the m a j o r i t y of the 
in h a b i t a n t s t h e i r b a s i c human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. The 
co n t i n u a t i o n of that p o l i c y was wholly unacceptable. His d e l e g a t i o n welcomed 
the favourable developments t a k i n g place i n that country, which o f f e r e d a 
prospect f o r a peaceful and negotiated s o l u t i o n . 
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17- I t was very opportune that the question was under d i s c u s s i o n , s i n c e , i n 
h i s opening address before the South A f r i c a n Parliament on 1 February, 
President De K l e r k had expressed h i s f i r m i n t e n t i o n of completing the reform 
process begun a year e a r l i e r . The meeting between Mr. Mandela, the 
Deputy-President of the A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congress (ANC), and Chief B u t h e l e z i , 
the head of the Inkhata Movement, who had c a l l e d f o r an immediate end to 
v i o l e n c e among t h e i r supporters and f o r a quest f o r peace w i t h i n the b l a c k 
community, was a l s o to be welcomed. 

18. With respect to A f g h a n i s t a n , one should not f o r g e t that i n t e r n a l f i g h t i n g 
continued to t e a r the country apart. Japan had always emphasized that true 
s t a b i l i t y could not be achieved without the establishment of a Government that 
genuinely r e f l e c t e d the popular w i l l . Japan was c l o s e l y concerned i n the 
question of refugee r e p a t r i a t i o n , as was shown, f o r example, by i t s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the O f f i c e of the Co-ordinator f o r United Nations 
Humanitarian and Economic A s s i s t a n c e to Afghanistan. His Government s i n c e r e l y 
hoped that peace and s t a b i l i t y would s h o r t l y be r e s t o r e d i n that country and 
that the refugees would soon be able to r e t u r n to t h e i r homes. 

19- With respect to the c o n f l i c t i n Cambodia, which had c o n s t i t u t e d the 
primary d e s t a b i l i z i n g f a c t o r i n the r e g i o n , the e f f o r t s made to reach a 
comprehensive p o l i t i c a l settlement at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l s among the p r i n c i p a l p a r t i e s concerned must be borne i n mind. Japan had 
taken an a c t i v e part i n the peace process, f o r example, by h o s t i n g , i n 
June 1990, the Tokyo Meeting on Cambodia, i n an e f f o r t to promote a dialogue 
among the Cambodian p a r t i e s themselves. The momentum f o r peace was now 
b u i l d i n g up w i t h the f o r m u l a t i o n of the d r a f t agreements on a comprehensive 
p o l i t i c a l settlement, which had been prepared by the two Co-Chairmen of the 
P a r i s Conference and by the permanent members of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , w i t h 
the co-operation of a number of other c o u n t r i e s concerned and of the 
United Nations S e c r e t a r i a t . His d e l e g a t i o n s i n c e r e l y hoped that the P a r i s 
Conference would be convened as soon as p o s s i b l e , so that peace, freedom and 
democracy could s h o r t l y be r e s t o r e d i n Cambodia. 

20. His Government could not but condemn Iraq's i n v a s i o n and annexation of 
Kuwait, which was a most outrageous v i o l a t i o n of the p r i n c i p l e of 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , as set f o r t h i n the Charter of the United Nations. 
Moreover, the I r a q i a u t h o r i t i e s had taken no n o t i c e of a s e r i e s of S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s - an a t t i t u d e which had brought about d i s a s t r o u s and 
well-known consequences. His Government deeply r e g r e t t e d that the e f f o r t s of 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to f i n d a peaceful s o l u t i o n had been un s u c c e s s f u l . 

21. Japan had a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s by p r o v i d i n g 
m a t e r i a l and equipment and medical and f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e to the 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l f o r c e s i n the G u l f , as w e l l as economic a s s i s t a n c e to the States 
i n the region that had been most s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d by the c r i s i s . I t was 
a l s o p r o v i d i n g medicine and food and other a s s i s t a n c e to the many people who 
had u n f o r t u n a t e l y been made refugees by the c o n f l i c t . 

22. His Government would continue to support the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n 
i t s e f f o r t s to promote hxjman r i g h t s , and the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . 

23. Mr. Bernales B a l l e s t e r o s (Peru) took the C h a i r . 
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24. Mr. ZAFAR (Pakis t a n ) r e c a l l e d that h i s Government had welcomed the 
s i g n i n g of the Geneva Accords i n A p r i l 1988 and the withdrawal of f o r e i g n 
f o r c e s from Afghanistan. However, peace had i m f o r t u n a t e l y not yet been 
re s t o r e d i n that country. The Geneva Accords had addressed only the e x t e r n a l 
aspects of the problem. The framework f o r an i n t e r n a l settlement had been 
provided by General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s which had been p a t i e n t l y n e g otiated 
and then adopted by consensus over the past few years and which c a l l e d f o r the 
establishment of a Government acceptable to the people of Af g h a n i s t a n , the 
vo l u n t a r y r e t u r n of over 5 m i l l i o n Afghan refugees i n s a f e t y and honour, and 
the f r e e e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of the people of Afghanistan to choose t h e i r 
own form of Government. P a k i s t a n remained f u l l y committed to a p o l i t i c a l 
settlement of the Afghan question along those l i n e s . 

25. The p r o t r a c t e d and v a l i a n t s t r u g g l e of the P a l e s t i n i a n people against 
Z i o n i s t occupation and f o r the r e s t i t u t i o n of t h e i r n a t i o n a l r i g h t s had won 
the admiration of the world community. The P a k i s t a n i a u t h o r i t i e s condemned 
the a t r o c i t i e s committed by the I s r a e l i f orces i n an attempt to suppress the 
i n t i f a d a . 

26. I t a l s o condemned the i l l e g a l I s r a e l i p o l i c y of e s t a b l i s h i n g settlements 
by e x p r o p r i a t i n g the lands of the P a l e s t i n i a n s and changing the demographic 
nature of the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n defiance of the r e l e v a n t 
r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the United Nations. 

27. P a k i s t a n had always supported and would continue to support, the j u s t 
s t r u g g l e of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. The Government of P a k i s t a n was convinced 
that the s o l u t i o n of the Middle East problem would remain e l u s i v e without 
t o t a l I s r a e l i withdrawal from a l l occupied P a l e s t i n i a n and Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , 
the r e s t i t u t i o n of the r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
and the establishment of an independent State of P a l e s t i n e w i t h Al-Quds as i t s 
c a p i t a l and under the l e a d e r s h i p of the PLO, the s o l e l e g i t i m a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. 

28. The ap a r t h e i d régime a l s o repudiated the p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s . That régime 
permitted l e g a l i z e d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against the m a j o r i t y of the South A f r i c a n 
population and was ther e f o r e t o t a l l y unacceptable. Apartheid was a matter of 
shame to the world's conscience and the f a c t that i t continued to e x i s t gave 
grounds f o r b e l i e v i n g that the world bodies seemed to have adopted the wrong 
p r i o r i t i e s . 

29- Nevertheless, h i s Government welcomed the p o s i t i v e changes that had taken 
place r e c e n t l y i n South A f r i c a : the re l e a s e of leaders of the A f r i c a n 
N a t i o n a l Congress (ANC), l e g a l i z a t i o n of some p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , repeal 
of some ap a r t h e i d laws and r e g u l a t i o n s , and the beginning of a dialogue 
between the South A f r i c a n Government and the A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congress. 
However, those changes should not d e f l e c t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commiinity from i t s 
g o a l , which was the complete e r a d i c a t i o n of an abhorrent system of Government. 
His d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e considered that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must 
maintain the sanctions u n t i l the P r e t o r i a régime had e n t i r e l y dismantled the 
s t r u c t u r e of a p a r t h e i d . 
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30- Furthermore, P a k i s t a n welcomed the adoption by consensus of the 
r e s o l u t i o n on Cambodia a t the most recent s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. He 
hoped that the r e s o l u t i o n and the e f f o r t s of the ASEAN c o u n t r i e s would make 
fo r an amicable and durable settlement of the problem, thus f u l l y s a t i s f y i n g 
the Cambodian people's r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

31. L i k e many other members of the United Nations system, P a k i s t a n was 
a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n e f f o r t s aimed at promoting i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and 
s e c u r i t y . His Government hoped that the process of n e g o t i a t i o n , c o n s u l t a t i o n 
and d i a l o g u e , which had produced r e s u l t s i n some parts of the world, would 
a l s o help to b r i n g peace and p r o s p e r i t y to other regions. 

32. Mr• DUHS (Sweden) noted that some of the e f f o r t s made sin c e the previous 
s e s s i o n of the Commission to t r y to f i n d a peaceful s o l u t i o n to the Cambodian 
c o n f l i c t had borne f r u i t . His Government welcomed i n p a r t i c u l a r the d e c i s i o n 
taken i n September 1990 at J a k a r t a to accept the agreement concluded at P a r i s 
by the f i v e permanent members of the S e c u r i t y Coioncil f o r a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n . 

33- Although the s i t u a t i o n seemed at the present time to be l e s s c l e a r , h i s 
del e g a t i o n s t i l l hoped that the new i n i t i a t i v e s r e c e n t l y taken would give new 
impetus to the dialogue; h i s coiontry f u l l y supported the e f f o r t s made along 
those l i n e s . 

34. The independence, sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of Cambodia must 
be r e s t o r e d and preserved; the Cambodian people must be able to decide t h e i r 
own f u t u r e ; l a s t l y , there must be no r e t u r n to the u n i v e r s a l l y condemned 
p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of the past. 

35- While d e p l o r i n g the f i g h t i n g that was co n t i n u i n g i n Cambodia, h i s 
dele g a t i o n welcomed the new i n i t i a t i v e s aimed at enhancing the r o l e of the 
United Nations i n the peace process. 

36. Mr. ROMA DE ALBUQUERQUE (Portugal) made a statement on agenda item 9. He 
noted f i r s t of a l l that no one challenged the r i g h t of peoples to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and that some w r i t e r s even regarded i t as coming under 
1US cogens. As had been pointed out, that r i g h t was not extinguished when i t 
was used f o r the f i r s t time, i n other words, i t belonged permanently to a l l 
people. I t was exe r c i s e d by means of choices which concerned a l l f i e l d s -
p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l - and which should be made, as state d 
i n a r t i c l e 25 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , 
through genuine p e r i o d i c e l e c t i o n s held i n such a way as to guarantee the free 
expression of the w i l l of every c i t i z e n . Furthermore, the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was considered a p r e - c o n d i t i o n to the e f f e c t i v e enjojrment 
of other human r i g h t s . 

37. From the h i s t o r i c a l standpoint, i t was true that the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had been a p p l i e d p r i m a r i l y to c o l o n i a l t e r r i t o r i e s . 
However, the a p p l i c a t i o n of that same r i g h t to s i t u a t i o n s of i n v a s i o n or 
f o r e i g n occupation of a t e r r i t o r y was i n d i s p u t a b l e , as was c l e a r from the 
wording of agenda item 9. There had been and s t i l l were s i t u a t i o n s where the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was f l o u t e d . However, the s t r e n g t h of the 
p r i n c i p l e had been demonstrated even i n such s i t u a t i o n s , f o r those who 
v i o l a t e d i t had f r e q u e n t l y invoked i t i n order to be i n a p o s i t i o n to suppress 
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i t . Cases i n p o i n t had been the occasion of the i n v a s i o n of Afghanistan and 
that of Cambodia, where, f o r t u n a t e l y , p o s i t i v e developments were now t a k i n g 
p l a c e , due l a r g e l y to the f i r m r e a c t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and the 
a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the United Nations system i n the settlement of those 
problems. 

38- U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a s i t u a t i o n which concerned P o r t u g a l more e s p e c i a l l y and 
which had not undergone such a change was that of East Timor, where the people 
were s t i l l denied, by f o r c e , the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
Nevertheless, there was no doubt concerning the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of that r i g h t to 
the Timorese people. However, there, too, that r i g h t was invoked the b e t t e r 
to suppress i t . His d e l e g a t i o n had already had an opportunity at previous 
sessions to show that by invading the t e r r i t o r y i n December 1975 and annexing 
i t subsequently, Indonesia had b r u t a l l y prevented the people of East Timor 
from e x e r c i s i n g the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t would confine i t s e l f to 
r e c a l l i n g s e v e r a l f a c t s which would make i t e a s i e r to xmderstand the problem. 

39- A f t e r the r e v o l u t i o n of 25 A p r i l 1974, P o r t u g a l had accepted the 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples, 
adopted i n 1960 by the General Assembly i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV)-
Consequently, a l l Portuguese c o l o n i e s , i n c l u d i n g Timor, which had become 
non-self-governing t e r r i t o r i e s w i t h i n the meaning of A r t i c l e 73 of the 
Charter, had been a b l e , upon the completion of the d e c o l o n i z a t i o n process 
undertaken by P o r t u g a l , to accede to independence: that had been the case f o r 
Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, Sao Tomé and P r i n c i p e , Angola and Mozambique. With 
regard to East Timor, the same process had been implemented w i t h the s o l e 
i n t e n t i o n of c r e a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s which would guarantee the f r e e choice by the 
Timorese people, of i t s p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s . Indonesia had recognized at that 
time, at l e a s t i n words, that the Timorese people had the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and had declared that i t had no t e r r i t o r i a l claims on Timor. 

40. On 7 December 1975, Indonesia had invaded the t e r r i t o r y , c l a i m i n g that 
those i n v o l v e d were only " v o l u n t e e r s " who were going to a s s i s t the supporters 
of i n t e g r a t i o n placed i n a d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n by those i n favour of 
independence. In an attempt to l e g i t i m i z e that a c t i o n , a " p r o v i s i o n a l 
Government" had been i n s t a l l e d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
was only too w e l l acquainted w i t h invasions d i s g u i s e d as "volxmtary 
a s s i s t a n c e " or recourse to a " p r o v i s i o n a l Government", which could be 
described as "made to measure". A f t e r c l a i m i n g , i n Febriiary 1976, that the 
" v o l u n t e e r s " were beginning to withdraw from the t e r r i t o r y , Indonesia had 
organized on 31 May 1976 a non-elected "popular assembly", composed of 
37 members, who, according to i t , had approved a p e t i t i o n c a l l i n g f o r the 
i n t e g r a t i o n of Timor i n t o Malaysia- Indonesia considered t h a t , by that a c t , 
the people of Timor had e x e r c i s e d i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n - For 
Portugal and f o r the United Nations, that act i n no way represented the w i l l 
of the Timorese people. Furthermore, the f a c t that the people of East Timor 
continued to r e s i s t and to demonstrate openly i n favour of i t s usurped r i g h t s -
and, t h a t , even a f t e r 15 years of v i r t u a l l y s i l e n t s u f f e r i n g because of the 
i s o l a t i o n imposed on the t e r r i t o r y - was s u f f i c i e n t reason to s t a t e that the 
s o - c a l l e d act of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had no v a l i d i t y whatever. 

41. His d e l e g a t i o n wished to s t r e s s that i t was not the r e s u l t of the 
i n t e g r a t i o n d e c i s i o n which was at i s s u e , f o r P o r t u g a l had always declared that 
i t had accepted the c h o i c e , even i f i t was i n t e g r a t i o n , i f i t was f r e e l y 
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expressed by the people of Timor. What was at i s s u e was the a p p l i c a t i o n of 
the p r i n c i p l e that peoples had to determine f r e e l y t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s , 
without any f o r e i g n pressure or i n t e r f e r e n c e . The United Nations had 
acknowledged, i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1541 (XV), that a 
non-self-governing t e r r i t o r y could decide i n favour of i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h an 
independent State through the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , but 
i t had done so by l a y i n g down a number of c o n d i t i o n s to ensure that the choice 
could be regarded as v a l i d . He quoted s e c t i o n IX of the r e s o l u t i o n : "The 
i n t e g r a t i n g t e r r i t o r y should have a t t a i n e d an advanced stage of 
self-government, w i t h f r e e p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , so that i t s peoples would 
have the c a p a c i t y to make a r e s p o n s i b l e choice through informed and democratic 
processes. The i n t e g r a t i o n should be the r e s u l t of the f r e e l y expressed 
wishes of the t e r r i t o r y ' s peoples a c t i n g w i t h f u l l knowledge of the change i n 
t h e i r s t a t u s , t h e i r wishes having been expressed through informed and 
democratic processes, i m p a r t i a l l y conducted and based on u n i v e r s a l a d u l t 
s u f f r a g e . The United Nations c o u l d , when i t deems i t necessary, supervise 
these processes". 

42. The question which arose was whether those p r i n c i p l e s had been respected 
i n Timor. Even i f c o n s i d e r a t i o n was given to the f a c t s i n the v e r s i o n of the 
Indonesian Government the response was s t i l l n egative. Indeed, the 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s a i d that the t e r r i t o r y which chose i n t e g r a t i o n 
should p r e v i o u s l y have a t t a i n e d an advanced stage of self-government w i t h f r e e 
p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . According to the Indonesian Government, that had not 
been the case of Timor, si n c e i t had s t a t e d that " a f t e r more than 400 years of 
Portuguese c o l o n i a l i z a t i o n i n East Timor, there had been no gradual 
d e c o l o n i z a t i o n process or the s l i g h t e s t attempt to give the t e r r i t o r y a s o l i d 
governmental and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e " . How could the people of 
Timor have been able to choose i t s p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s f r e e l y and d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 
i f i t d i d not have, according to Indonesia, genuine governmental or 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e s , i f i t had been i n the midst of a widespread c i v i l 
war, a l s o according to Indonesia, and i f i t had been subjected to f o r e i g n 
m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n ? 

43. With regard to the p r i n c i p l e of u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e , which must be 
respected i n accordance w i t h the United Nations r e s o l u t i o n , i t had not been 
respected, s i n c e the Indonesian Government i t s e l f s a i d that the i n t e g r a t i o n 
had taken place "according to the t r a d i t i o n a l methods of the Timorese". Was 
i t p o s s i b l e to accept an act of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n e x e r c i s e d i n such 
c o n d i t i o n s and, moreover, organized and c o n t r o l l e d e x c l u s i v e l y by Indonesia? 
Portugal d i d not regard i t s e l f as the s o l e judge i n the matter; i t was r a t h e r 
f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to make a judgement, which i t had already 
done. By r e s o l u t i o n 384 (1975) adopted unanimously, the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had 
condemned the i n t e r v e n t i o n of the Indonesian armed forces i n East Timor and 
c a l l e d f o r the immediate withdrawal of a l l Indonesia's f o r c e s . By 
r e s o l u t i o n 389 (1976), i t had renewed that demand. The General Assembly had, 
on 1 December 1976, expressed i t s views i n r e s o l u t i o n 31 (53), and had 
r e j e c t e d the a l l e g a t i o n that East Timor had been i n t e g r a t e d w i t h Indonesia i n 
so f a r as the population of the t e r r i t o r y had been unable f r e e l y to e x e r c i s e 
i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and to independence. 

44. The Indonesian Government, over the y e a r s , had staked everything on the 
s t r a t e g y of f o r c e and f a i t accompli. I t expected that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community would f o r g e t what had a c t u a l l y happened and that the c a r r o t and 
s t i c k p o l i c y which i t t r i e d to f o l l o w made the i d e a of i n t e g r a t i o n acceptable 
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to the Timorese. However, that p o l i c y had f a i l e d i n two r e s p e c t s . On the one 
hand, the Indonesian Governor of East Timor had himself recognized that more 
than 100,000 persons had died between 1975 and 1985 as a r e s u l t of the 
v i o l e n c e , famine and diseases which had ravaged the t e r r i t o r y . Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l spoke of 200,000 deaths, i n other words one t h i r d of the 
p o p u l a t i o n , a f i g u r e that spoke f o r i t s e l f . Furthermore, the economic 
development measures, the money spent and the m a t e r i a l progress introduced by 
the occupier had not succeeded i n convincing the Timorese or i n preventing 
them from demonstrating even more against the i l l e g a l s t a t u s quo. 

45- I t was p r i m a r i l y the young - who had v i r t u a l l y not l i v e d rnider the 
Portuguese c o l o n i a l régime - who c a l l e d f o r the withdrawal of the occupation 
forces and f o r independence. His d e l e g a t i o n r e c a l l e d i n that connection the 
events which had taken place f o l l o w i n g the v i s i t by the Pope i n autumn 1989 
and, more r e c e n t l y , i n September and October 1990. Some claimed that i t was 
only temporary economic problems such as unemployment which drove the young 
people to demonstrate against the occupier. However, i f the problem was only 
economic, was i t not strange that there was a c a l l f o r independence i n order 
to r e s o l v e i t ? 

46- His d e l e g a t i o n thought that the s i t u a t i o n revealed the f a c t t h a t , without 
respect f o r the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i t was impossible to respect the 
other human r i g h t s f u l l y and to promote economic and s o c i a l development. 
Moreover, the Governor of East Timor had a l l e g e d l y recognized, according to a 
France Presse d i s p a t c h of 30 October 1990, that Indonesia's p o l i c y towards the 
former Portuguese province was a f a i l u r e and that what the Timorese wished was 
to recover t h e i r d i g n i t y . According to the same d i s p a t c h , 75 per cent of the 
jobs i n East Timor were held by non-Timorese. Even i f that f i g u r e was 
exaggerated, i t revealed a s i t u a t i o n confirmed by other r e p o r t s . 

47- More r e c e n t l y , the world had been shocked by Iraq's i n v a s i o n of Kuwait. 
Portugal had always been opposed to the i l l e g a l i n v a s i o n and occupation of 
East Timor and had denounced the f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law which 
they c o n s t i t u t e d . I t had pointed out that the f o r c i b l e annexation of a 
neighbouring t e r r i t o r y , which was small and defenceless, represented a serious 
threat and a precedent w i t h unforeseeable consequences f o r the e n t i r e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The world had r e c e n t l y seen to what extent that 
warning had been warranted. The f i r m and immediate r e a c t i o n of the 
United Nations, i n p a r t i c u l a r the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , to the annexation of 
Kuwait th e r e f o r e merited the f u l l support of P o r t u g a l , which welcomed that 
response of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. However, i t must be borne i n mind 
that there should be no s e l e c t i v e a p p l i c a t i o n of p r i n c i p l e s by adopting a 
double standard, since that would harm the c r e d i b i l i t y of the United Nations 
system and the confidence which i t should i n s t i l i n the peoples of the e n t i r e 
world, which were the b a s i s of respect f o r the standards of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e . 

¿^8- The Portuguese Government was ready to consider any approaches that could 
lead to a comprehensive s o l u t i o n of the problem, i . e . a j u s t and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y acceptable settlement, which took due account of the 
l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s and i n t e r e s t s of the Timorese people and was i n accordance 
w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the United Nations. P o r t u g a l spared no 
e f f o r t s i n the quest f o r such a s o l u t i o n and i t was doing so p r i m a r i l y through 
i t s co-operation w i t h the Secretary-General of the United N a t i o n s , to whom i t 
paid a t r i b u t e f o r the t a l e n t , patience and determination w i t h which he was 
d i s c h a r g i n g the mandate entrusted to him by the General Assembly. 
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49. Ms. ANDREYGHUK (Canada), speaking on agenda item 4, s a i d that a l a s t i n g 
improvement i n the hxmian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s could 
c o n t r i b u t e s u b s t a n t i a l l y to a p o s i t i v e environment f o r a n e g o t i a t e d p o l i t i c a l 
settlement of the c o n f l i c t between I s r a e l and i t s Arab neighbours, i n c l u d i n g 
the P a l e s t i n i a n s of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , on the b a s i s of S e c u r i t y Council 
r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 338 (1974). The Canadian Government had repeatedly 
s t a t e d that i t s t r o n g l y supported I s r a e l ' s r i g h t to s e c u r i t y and r e c o g n i t i o n 
as a S t a t e ; those r i g h t s were not i n question i n the current debate. However, 
because of the long-standing bond of f r i e n d s h i p between I s r a e l and Canada, 
based on t h e i r shared v a l u e s , the Canadian Government f e l t compelled to 
express i t s deep concern about the continued v i o l a t i o n of the human r i g h t s of 
P a l e s t i n i a n s i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . 

50- The Canadian Government s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e d i n the inherent d i g n i t y of 
every hximan bein g , and wished to see the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law to 
which i t subscribed upheld by a l l p a r t i e s . Canada, which was a High 
Co n t r a c t i n g P a r t y to the Fourth Geneva Convention R e l a t i v e to the P r o t e c t i o n 
of C i v i l i a n Persons i n Time of War, had repeatedly s t r e s s e d to I s r a e l , which 
was a l s o a party to the Convention, the need to apply a l l i t s p r o v i s i o n s i n 
the t e r r i t o r i e s which i t had occupied since 1967. Canada repeated that appeal 
now. 

51- In monitoring the Ьгдтап r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s 
during the past year, Canada had taken note of the reports of the 
United Nations Secretary-General, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross 
and the United Nations R e l i e f and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the 
Near East, each of which bore the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a p a r t i c u l a r aspect of 
the s i t u a t i o n i n the West Bank and the Gaza S t r i p . Those r e p o r t s , s o b e r l y and 
p a i n f u l l y doctjmented, confirmed Canada's own judgement that the I s r a e l i 
a u t h o r i t i e s were co n t i n u i n g to commit s p e c i f i c and s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s ' human r i g h t s . 

52. I t was a f a c t t h a t , i n the s p r i n g of 1990, the occupying a u t h o r i t i e s had 
adopted a new p o l i c y of a v o i d i n g unnecessary d i r e c t c o n f r o n t a t i o n s i n the 
refugee camps and other densely populated areas i n the West Bank and the 
Gaza S t r i p . The r e s u l t had been a s u b s t a n t i a l drop i n the number of v i c t i m s , 
e s p e c i a l l y the number of deaths, i n the p e r i o d since then. At that time, 
Canada had welcomed the a u t h o r i t i e s ' e f f o r t s to reduce t e n s i o n , i n keeping 
w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitarian conventions. 

53. However, i n May and October 1990, at l e a s t two p a r t i c u l a r l y s e r i o u s 
i n c i d e n t s had taken p l a c e , when the r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l agencies had 
counted hundreds of P a l e s t i n i a n s wounded by l i v e f i r e . On 8 October 1990, the 
Secretary of State f o r E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s of Canada had condemned the v i o l e n c e 
of the i n c i d e n t s i n East Jerusalem and had expressed Canada's se r i o u s 
r e s e r v a t i o n s about the degree of f o r c e used by the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s during 
the Temple Mount/Haram a l - S h a r i f i n c i d e n t s . Canada was very concerned by the 
o v e r a l l d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n the general atmosphere i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s 
during the past year. Extremists on both sides had committed a c t s of 
provocation which had caused the c o n f l i c t to degenerate i n t o bloody 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s , and those who had encouraged v i o l e n c e and i n t o l e r a n c e were 
p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r some of the t e n s i o n . In one such i n c i d e n t , a young 
Canadian woman had been k i l l e d on a T e l - A v i v beach by an act of t e r r o r i s m . 
Canada condemned a l l such a c t s , whatever t h e i r source. 
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54. Such events emphasized once again the f u t i l i t y of the s h o r t - s i g h t e d 
p o l i c y of m i l i t a r y occupation» which was powerless to quench the n a t u r a l human 
de s i r e f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . In that context, Canada was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
concerned about the growth of I s r a e l i settlements beyond I s r a e l ' s 1967 
borders, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n East Jerusalem. The extension and p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 
I s r a e l i settlements i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s were not only c o n t r a r y to 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, but a l s o a dangerous source of tension and s t r i f e . 

55- The outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s i n the Gulf on 2 August had had a p a r t i c u l a r 
e f f e c t i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and created a very v o l a t i l e s i t u a t i o n . 
Since 13 January, an e n t i r e population of 1,700,000 P a l e s t i n i a n s had been 
under a s t r i c t curfew, unable to move f r e e l y and deprived of the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of earning t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . That s i t u a t i o n could not go on. I s r a e l must 
ex e r c i s e i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i t h the minimum of force necessary f o r the 
maintenance of p u b l i c order, a task which, as Canada was aware, was an 
extremely complex one-

56- The current i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n presented p a r t i c u l a r dangers to both 
P a l e s t i n i a n s and the I s r a e l i p o p u l a t i o n . As the Occupying Power w i t h i n the 
meaning of the Fourth Geneva Convention, I s r a e l had a duty to p r o t e c t the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s against any att a c k s which might have d i s a s t r o u s consequences. 
Canada had provided 10,000 gas masks, which were being d i s t r i b u t e d by UNRWA, 
and had o f f e r e d p r a c t i c a l a s s i s t a n c e to I s r a e l to help i t to pr o t e c t 
P a l e s t i n i a n s from the threat of chemical warfare a t t a c k s by I r a q . I t 
encouraged other members of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to do the same. 

57- F i n a l l y , Canada was s e r i o u s l y concerned about the p r a c t i c e of 
" a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n " , under which people could be a r r e s t e d and 
imprisoned without t r i a l or the opportunity to defend themselves against the 
charges l a i d against them. A respected human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n had t o l d the 
Commission that about 14,000 P a l e s t i n i a n s had been placed i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
detention since December 1987. I f the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had evidence to 
support t h e i r a c c u s a t i o n s , Canada urged them to present i t to the I s r a e l i 
courts - whose independence was w e l l known - i n p u b l i c s e s s i o n . Canada was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned by the recent a r r e s t , imder the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
detention procedure, of two P a l e s t i n i a n spokespersons, who were w e l l known and 
respected f i g u r e s . Such p r a c t i c e s could only f u r t h e r impede a negotiated 
p o l i t i c a l settlement of the P a l e s t i n i a n i s s u e . 

58- Canada expressed i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n of the people and or g a n i z a t i o n s who 
were working towards that s o l u t i o n and promoting the cause of human r i g h t s i n 
the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . She was r e f e r r i n g to the United Nations 
Secretary-General and h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , UNRWA and i t s s t a f f , the ICRC, 
Canadian non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s working i n the region and the many 
P a l e s t i n i a n s and I s r a e l i s who defended the cause of human r i g h t s and j u s t i c e . 
She hoped that the combined e f f e c t of t h e i r s t r e n g t h of purpose and t h e i r 
respect f o r hijunan d i g n i t y would help to b u i l d the f u t u r e which a l l would wish 
f o r i n that troubled r e g i o n . 

59. Mr- ROA KOURI (Cuba), speaking on agenda item 9, r e c a l l e d that the r i g h t 
of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was enshrined i n A r t i c l e 1 of the Charter of 
the United Nations, which s t a t e d that one of the purposes of the 
United Nations was "to develop f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s among n a t i o n s based on 
respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e of equal r i g h t s and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of peoples. 
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and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen u n i v e r s a l peace". 
A r t i c l e 2 of the Charter e s t a b l i s h e d an i n d i s s o l u b l e l i n k between the 
p r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , which was the fotmdation of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s , and the other p r i n c i p l e s which were to guide the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Organization and i t s members. In the Preamble to the Charter, the peoples of 
the United Nations declared t h e i r f a i t h i n fundamental human r i g h t s , i n the 
d i g n i t y and worth of the human person and i n the equal r i g h t s of men and women. 

60. In the 1960s and the years immediately afterwards many peoples h i t h e r t o 
under the c o l o n i a l yoke had been i n t e g r a t e d i n t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e ; that had 
opened up new prospects f o r the development of the p r i n c i p l e of 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t had been p o s s i b l e to define c l e a r l y the undeniable 
l i n k , recognized i n the Preamble and A r t i c l e s 1 and 55 of the Charter, between 
the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of the p r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , on the one hand, 
and the p o s s i b i l i t y of ensuring the r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms, on the other hand. The D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of 
Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples, adopted by the 
General Assembly i n 1960 i n r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV), had been a milestone because 
i t s t a t e d unequivocally that the s u b j e c t i o n of peoples to a l i e n domination and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n not only c o n s t i t u t e d a d e n i a l of fundamental r i g h t s i n i t s e l f , 
but was a l s o contrary to the Charter of the United Nations and was an 
impediment to the promotion of world peace and co-operation. Moreover, the 
D e c l a r a t i o n defined the essence of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n the 
f o l l o w i n g terms: "By v i r t u e of that r i g h t they f r e e l y determine t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l s t a t us and f r e e l y pursue t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
development". 

61. Despite the c l a r i t y of the D e c l a r a t i o n , the debates conducted by the 
Commission on Human Rights on the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n 
recent years had shown up a number of tendencies which c a l l e d f o r some 
conceptual c l a r i f i c a t i o n . Some de l e g a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those of Western 
c o u n t r i e s , placed s p e c i a l emphasis on what they c a l l e d " i n t e r n a l 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " , an aspect which seemed to them to be the most important 
feature of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n the context i n which i t was 
considered by the Commission. The statement made by the United States 
d e l e g a t i o n at the previous meeting had been a p e r f e c t example of that point of 
view. I t was c l e a r that such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n not only disregarded or 
a l t e r e d the a c t u a l t i t l e of the agenda item, but d i s t r a c t e d a t t e n t i o n from 
what should form the essence of the debate, namely the urgent need to 
e l i m i n a t e once and f o r a l l any s u b j e c t i o n to f o r e i g n domination and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n from i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . Any such s u b j e c t i o n impeded the 
e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i n e v i t a b l y l e d to massive 
v i o l a t i o n s of a l l human r i g h t s . 

62. The current world s i t u a t i o n by no means j u s t i f i e d the attempts being made 
to modify the o r i g i n a l meaning of the agenda item under d i s c u s s i o n , since 
c o l o n i a l i s m i n i t s o r i g i n a l form had s t i l l not been e l i m i n a t e d and instances 
of n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m and hegemony were becoming more f l a g r a n t . That d i d not 
mean that one should ignore the i n t e r n a l aspect of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , which Cuba considered to be p a r t i c u l a r l y important. But 
no one State should d i c t a t e to another the i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e of the 
p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n of s o c i e t y or the way to promote i t s economic and 
s o c i a l development, which should be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the s o c i e t y ' s h i s t o r i c a l 
experience and c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y . 
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63- The same delegations had shown a second tendency during the Conmiission's 
debate; they had espoused the baseless hypothesis that there was only one way 
f o r peoples to enjoy the i n t e r n a l aspects of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , namely to opt 
f o r s o - c a l l e d " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e democracy", together w i t h " f r e e and p e r i o d i c 
e l e c t i o n s " , based on the u n e d i f y i n g p r i n c i p l e s of l i b e r a l democracy. Cuba 
could not accept such a premise, which was incompatible w i t h the very essence 
of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and would reduce i t to a c a r i c a t u r e and a 
dead l e t t e r . 

64. C o l o n i a l i s m i n i t s t r a d i t i o n a l form was not yet a t h i n g of the past, as 
shown by the case of Cuba's s i s t e r i s l a n d , Puerto R i c o , whose people were 
s t i l l unable to e x e r c i s e t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 
whom Cuba would continue to support. The same was true of the brave Saharan 
people, who had passed without any period of t r a n s i t i o n from one form of 
c o l o n i a l i s m to another i n the mid-1970s. Cuba hoped that the Organization f o r 
A f r i c a n U n i t y and the United Nations would continue t h e i r j o i n t e f f o r t s and 
that a neg o t i a t e d settlement would be achieved as soon as p o s s i b l e . There was 
al s o an urgent need to re s o l v e the current dramatic s i t u a t i o n i n the 
Middle East, on the b a s i s of the r e s t o r a t i o n of the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people and the withdrawal of I s r a e l from a l l the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Jerusalem, which was a p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r any genuine and 
l a s t i n g peace i n the region. Such a peace should be negotiated by means of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference under United Nations auspices, i n v o l v i n g a l l the 
p a r t i e s to the A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t . Another matter of urgency was the 
complete e l i m i n a t i o n of apa r t h e i d i n South A f r i c a - not a p a r t i a l d i s m a n t l i n g 
as was being proposed at present - and the establishment of a m a j o r i t y 
Government i n the country. F i n a l l y , Cuba welcomed the independence of 
Namibia, to which i t had made i t s own modest c o n t r i b u t i o n along w i t h f e l l o w 
combatants from Angola and SWAPO, f o r c i n g South A f r i c a to choose the path of 
n e g o t i a t i o n . 

65- The i l l e g a l i n v a s i o n , occupation and annexation of Kuwait by I r a q , 
condemned by the e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l commvinity, were unacceptable under 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the t h i r d world c o i m t r i e s , f o r whom they 
might w e l l have se r i o u s consequences. The use of fo r c e to s e t t l e disputes 
between States was contrary to both the l e t t e r and the s p i r i t of the Charter 
of the United Nations, and ought to be r e j e c t e d i n a l l circumstances; i n the 
present case, moreover, i t had o f f e r e d t h i r d c o u n t r i e s an excuse to f i s h i n 
troubled waters. Since the beginning of the c r i s i s , the United States of 
America had manoeuvred f r a n t i c a l l y , both i n s i d e and outside the 
United Nations, to e s t a b l i s h i t s war machine i n the Gul f . 

66- As soon as r e s o l u t i o n 660 (1990) had been unanimously adopted by i t s 
members, the S e c u r i t y Council - the supreme body r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
maintenance of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y - had found i t s e l f i n a 
s i t u a t i o n i n which i t had been o b l i g e d to adopt a s e r i e s of r e s o l u t i o n s by 
which i t had ine x o r a b l y moved away from a peaceful s o l u t i o n and the 
unacceptable l o g i c of war had been imposed upon i t . S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 678 (1990), against which Cuba had voted, gave the United States of 
America and i t s a l l i e s f u l l powers to use fo r c e against I r a q , d e v i a t i n g from 
the machinery provided i n the Charter f o r such cases. In f a c t , the war was 
ta k i n g place outside the United Nations sphere of i n f l u e n c e , because i t was 
not being conducted by the M i l i t a r y S t a f f Committee envisaged i n the Charter, 
but by the Government of a s i n g l e member S t a t e , which was conducting m i l i t a r y 
operations without paying any a t t e n t i o n to the body which was supposed to be 
i n c o n t r o l . 
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67- The war, which was unnecessary and which had been imposed on the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community by undemocratic p r a c t i c e s and manoeuvring w i t h i n the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , went f a r beyond the o b j e c t i v e s e x p r e s s l y a u t h o r i z e d by the 
C o u n c i l , which were merely to r e s t o r e the l e g i t i m a t e Goveimment of Kuwait and 
the sovereign r i g h t s of i t s people, and had never envisaged the d e s t r u c t i o n of 
Iraq. Cuba was opposed to the i n v a s i o n of Kuwait and the v i o l a t i o n of i t s 
people's r i g h t s , but i t could not t o l e r a t e the death of innocent c h i l d r e n , 
women and o l d people, i n Iraq or anywhere e l s e . The foimders of the 
United Nations had wished to save the world from the scourge of war, but not 
to impose upon i t the peace of the cemetery. The Commission must speak out 
unequ i v o c a l l y i n favour of the independence and sovereignty of the Kuw a i t i 
people, but i t must a l s o speak out against the extermination of the I r a q i 
people and c a l l f o r a peaceful settlement to the c o n f l i c t , a settlement which 
the S e c u r i t y Council should begin to ne g o t i a t e immediately i n accordance w i t h 
the Charter. 

68- Mr. CHABALA (Zambia) s a i d that the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
was proclaimed i n A r t i c l e 1, paragraph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations 
and i n a r t i c l e 1 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and 
C u l t u r a l Rights and of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s . According to paragraph 1 of a r t i c l e 1 of the Covenants, " A l l peoples 
have the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . By v i r t u e of that r i g h t they f r e e l y 
determine t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s t a t us and f r e e l y pursue t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l development". In e x e r c i s e of that r i g h t , many States had achieved 
independence, and Fr e d e r i c k H. Boland, President of the General Assembly at 
i t s 1960 s e s s i o n , could already say that the General Assembly was becoming 
nearer i n p r a c t i c e to what i t was i d e a l l y : an Assembly f u l l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the whole human race. 

69- The people of Namibia had r e c e n t l y e x e r c i s e d t h e i r r i g h t of 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Namibia's independence had been a most s i g n i f i c a n t event, 
both f o r the people of Namibia, f o r southern A f r i c a , f o r the continent of 
A f r i c a and f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a whole. For the welfare of 
Namibia was a "sacred t r u s t " of the United Nations. In that sense, i t s 
independence marked the f u l f i l m e n t of that sacred t r u s t on the b a s i s of 
S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978). For the co u n t r i e s of southern A f r i c a , 
the independence of Namibia had marked the end of South A f r i c a ' s i l l e g a l 
occupation of the t e r r i t o r y and the assumption of power by the South West 
A f r i c a People's Organization f o l l o w i n g i t s v i c t o r y i n f r e e e l e c t i o n s . I t had 
al s o been a s i g n i f i c a n t step towards the e l i m i n a t i o n of m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t , 
r a c i a l tensions and the v i o l e n c e d e s t a b i l i z i n g the region of southern A f r i c a . 

70- Zambia commiserated w i t h the p l i g h t of the people i n the occupied Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s , who had languished under the I s r a e l i yoke f o r over 20 years. The 
I s r a e l i occupation was de t r i m e n t a l to the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and other l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s of the P a l e s t i n i a n s . The 
views of h i s de l e g a t i o n expressed i n the context of agenda item 4 a p p l i e d 
e q u a l l y to agenda item 9- Zambia c a l l e d f o r I s r a e l ' s immediate and 
un c o n d i t i o n a l withdrawal from the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . S e c u r i t y Council 
r e s o l u t i o n s 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) o f f e r e d a b a s i s f o r a comprehensive 
s o l u t i o n of the c o n f l i c t . Zambia recognized I s r a e l ' s r i g h t to e x i s t w i t h i n 
secure boundaries, and r e a f f i r m e d the r i g h t of the P a l e s t i n i a n people to 
e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own independent S t a t e . 
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71. I s r a e l must a l s o accept the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
to the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and d e s i s t from any measures that were i n 
v i o l a t i o n of the Convention, as requested by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n s e v e r a l 
r e s o l u t i o n s . I t must a l s o cease deporting P a l e s t i n i a n s from t h e i r own 
homeland. Zambia c a l l e d on the S e c u r i t y Coioncil to address the P a l e s t i n i a n 
issue w i t h the urgency and seriousness that i t deserved. I s r a e l ' s Western 
a l l i e s must a l s o exert pressure to ensure that i t ceased to f l o u t the w i l l of 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n complete impxmity. F i n a l l y , Zambia c a l l e d f o r 
the convening of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace conference on the Middle East, w i t h 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l p a r t i e s , i n c l u d i n g the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

72. The s i t u a t i o n i n the Gulf was a matter f o r grave concern. Zambia 
maintained c o r d i a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h both Kuwait and I r a q , both of which were 
f e l l o w members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Cou n t r i e s . In the context of 
i t s f r i e n d l y and frank r e l a t i o n s w i t h that S t a t e , i t had c a l l e d on Iraq to 
withdraw i t s forces from Kuwait i n accordance w i t h the r e l e v a n t 
S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n s , and had urged both States to re s o l v e any 
outstanding d i f f e r e n c e s between them through n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

73- The Gulf c r i s i s r a i s e d two questions of p r i n c i p l e . On the one hand, any 
a c q u i s i t i o n of t e r r i t o r y by f o r c e , whether that of Kuwait or of any other 
S t a t e , was i n a d m i s s i b l e , w i t h the a d d i t i o n a l r i d e r that the United Nations 
must not apply double standards i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . On the other 
hand, i t was imperative that the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s on the Gulf 
c o n f l i c t should be f a i t h f u l l y and sc r u p u l o u s l y implemented. On that point 
Î:OO, i t must be pointed out that the o b j e c t i v e s of those r e s o l u t i o n s were 
c l e a r and c a t e g o r i c a l , and that the Gulf c r i s i s must not be used to achieve 
m i l i t a r y or other aims going beyond the withdrawal of Ira q from Kuwait. 

74. Zambia had st u d i e d w i t h keen i n t e r e s t the report on the use of mercenaries 
as a means of v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s and impeding the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of 
peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n (E/CN.4/1991/14), a document prepared pursuant 
to Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1990/7; i t supported the report's conclusions and 
recommendations. The p o l i c y of apartheid was a cause of mercenary a c t i v i t y 
i n s i d e South A f r i c a and i n the f r o n t - l i n e and other neighbouring S t a t e s . The 
South A f r i c a n régime had used mercenaries to murder s e v e r a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congress (ANC) i n s i d e South A f r i c a , i n the neighbouring 
States of the region and i n European c o u n t r i e s . F o l l o w i n g h i s e l e c t i o n 
i n 1989, President De K l e r k had declared h i s w i l l i n g n e s s to order 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t o the involvement of the s e c u r i t y forces i n a s s a s s i n a t i o n s 
and acts of v i o l e n c e d i r e c t e d against members of the ANC and other 
a n t i - a p a r t h e i d a c t i v i s t s . The South A f r i c a n press had a l s o begun to p u b l i s h 
r e v e l a t i o n s confirming the a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of mercenaries i n c r i m i n a l 
a c t s . However, the extent to which the a l l e g a t i o n s could be o b j e c t i v e l y 
i n v e s t i g a t e d was l i m i t e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y as i t had yet to be demonstrated that 
the South A f r i c a n régime would be able to take d e c i s i v e measures to h a l t the 
use of mercenaries, or that i t would have the courage to do so. 

75. The success of the process of reform c u r r e n t l y londer way i n South A f r i c a 
was i n no small measure pr e d i c a t e d on the c e s s a t i o n of mercenary a c t i v i t i e s . 
His d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y endorsed the recommendation of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur 



E/CN.4/1991/SR.9 
page 18 

that the mercenaries should be t r i e d f o r t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n c r i m i n a l a c t s , 
and that p a r a m i l i t a r y mercenary u n i t s working f o r extreme r i g h t - w i n g groups 
that used v i o l e n c e to oppose the p o l i t i c a l reforms under way i n South A f r i c a 
should be banned-

76. In Angola, the c o n f l i c t continued as a r e s u l t of the armed r e s i s t a n c e 
waged by the r e b e l forces of UNITA against the Government, w i t h the 
involvement of mercenaries. Zambia continued to c a l l f o r an immediate 
ce s s a t i o n of f o r e i g n i n t e r v e n t i o n i n that c o n f l i c t , n o t a b l y the m i l i t a r y and 
f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e extended by the United States of America. As the 
Sp e c i a l Rapporteur had pointed out, such a move would help to create a climate 
conducive to e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l dialogue. I t was important 
to encourage the process of n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n i n Angola, as w e l l as the 
i n i t i a t i v e s i n favour of clemency and democratization envisaged by the 
Government. In the new p o s t - c o l d war e r a , i t was d i f f i c u l t to comprehend the 
r a t i o n a l e f o r United States i n t e r v e n t i o n . 

77. In Mozambique, the people had been unable to enjoy c o n d i t i o n s of peace 
and the f u l l e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n because of the 
m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t between the Government and RENAMO, which had mercenaries i n 
i t s ranks. As i n the case of Angola, a l l member States must encourage the 
process of n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and the Government's proposals f o r i n t e r n a l 
democratization. E x t e r n a l m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e to the r e b e l g u e r r i l l a s must 
cease. Peace n e g o t i a t i o n s between the Mozambican Government and RENAMO had 
r e c e n t l y been i n i t i a t e d . Zambia was one of the eigh t members of the J o i n t 
V e r i f i c a t i o n Commission monitoring the c e a s e - f i r e . I t hoped that the 
ne g o t i a t i o n s would culminate i n an agreement to guarantee peace to the people 
of Mozambique. 

78. The Zambian d e l e g a t i o n a l s o r e a f f i r m e d i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the Governments 
and peoples of the Maldives and the Comoros, c o u n t r i e s r e c e n t l y the v i c t i m s of 
attacks by groups of mercenaries attempting to i n f r i n g e t h e i r sovereignty and 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . I t endorsed the recommendation of the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur underscoring the o b l i g a t i o n to respect the t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y of a l l States and to a s s i s t small States i n cases where they 
requested such a s s i s t a n c e from r e g i o n a l or i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s or 
d i r e c t l y from another S t a t e . 

79- With regard to C e n t r a l America, Zambia supported the recommendation of 
the S p e c i a l Rapporteur that the United Nations should maintain i t s presence i n 
the region through the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Support and V e r i f i c a t i o n Commission and 
the United Nations Observer Group i n C e n t r a l America, so as to c o n t r i b u t e to 
the success of the d e m o b i l i z a t i o n and peace process throughout C e n t r a l America. 

80- His del e g a t i o n a l s o expressed i t s support f o r the courageous e f f o r t s made 
by the Government of Colombia i n i t s f i g h t against the v i o l e n c e perpetrated by 
the drug t r a f f i c k e r s and t h e i r armed gangs, who were t r a i n e d by f o r e i g n 
mercenaries. 

81. F i n a l l y , Zambia hoped that the people of Western Sahara would be able to 
ex e r c i s e i t s r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n accordance w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s of 
the Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV). 
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I t renewed i t s appeal f o r a j u s t and comprehensive s o l u t i o n to the c o n f l i c t , 
expressing the hope that the j o i n t e f f o r t s of the Organization of A f r i c a n 
U nity and the Secretary-General of the United Nations would soon y i e l d the 
de s i r e d r e s u l t s . 

82. Mr. AJIIOO G o t t f r i e d (Ghana) took the Ch a i r . 

83- Mr. STEELE (Observer f o r the United Kingdom) made a statement i n ex e r c i s e 
of h i s r i g h t of r e p l y i n respect of the statement made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of I r a q , who, at the afternoon meeting on F r i d a y , 1 February, had r e p l i e d to 
the statement made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Luxembourg speaking on behalf of 
the 12 member States of the European Community. The United Kingdom delegation 
wished to make known c e r t a i n f a c t s . There was no p o l i c y or p r a c t i c e of 
i n t e r n i n g I r a q i c i v i l i a n s i n the United Kingdom. On the other hand, the I r a q i 
Government had on s e v e r a l occasions threatened to launch a campaign of 
t e r r o r i s m i n the United Kingdom and elsewhere and indeed there had been 
e x p l i c i t incitement to commit acts of t e r r o r i s m . Given the I r a q i Government's 
i n s a l u b r i o u s record i n those matters, those t h r e a t s and acts of incitement had 
to be taken very s e r i o u s l y . A c c o r d i n g l y , i n the f i r s t f o r t n i g h t of January, a 
small пгдтЬег of persons who there was good reason to suspect might engage i n 
a c t i v i t i e s p r e j u d i c i a l to the s e c u r i t y of the United Kingdom had been n o t i f i e d 
that the a u t h o r i t i e s intended to deport them. Under the procedures i n f o r c e , 
the persons concerned could make representations against those measures, 
i n c l u d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s before an independent panel presided over by a 
judge. Some I r a q i s had i n i t i a t e d proceedings of that k i n d . However, pending 
the implementation or re v o c a t i o n of the dep o r t a t i o n orders, i t had been 
thought necessary, f o r obvious reasons, to place most of those concerned i n 
custody. Needless to say, a l l those who wished to leave the United Kingdom of 
t h e i r own accord r a t h e r than be deported were f r e e to do so, and s e v e r a l 
I r a q i s had l e f t the country v o l u n t a r i l y . No I r a q i c i v i l i a n was being held i n 
the United Kingdom against h i s w i l l . 

84. As from the outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s , a l l I r a q i c i t i z e n s i n the 
United Kingdom, whether or not they were being held i n custody, had become 
protected persons under the rel e v a n t Geneva Conventions: c i v i l i a n s were 
protected under the Fourth Convention, and the m i l i t a r y as p r i s o n e r s of war 
under the T h i r d Convention. Two m i l i t a r y personnel were among those i n 
custody at that time. The United Kingdom Government had promptly n o t i f i e d the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The l a t t e r had immediately 
requested access to the detainees and, on the same day as the request had been 
made, the United Kingdom Government had aut h o r i z e d access and o f f e r e d ICRC i t s 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n . An ICRC team had interviewed i n d i v i d u a l l y and i n p r i v a t e a l l 
the I r a q i s h e l d i n custody - namely, two p r i s o n e r s of war and 63 c i v i l i a n s . 
The United Kingdom a u t h o r i t i e s had received the ICRC d e l e g a t i o n at the 
beginning and at the end of i t s mission and had made c l e a r the United Kingdom 
Government's determination to comply w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s ixnder the Th i r d and 
Fourth Geneva Conventions. 

85. On 25 January a f u r t h e r 35 persons of I r a q i n a t i o n a l i t y had been placed 
i n custody. They had been studying at B r i t i s h i m i v e r s i t i e s w i t h the f i n a n c i a l 
support of the I r a q i m i l i t a r y attache's department i n London. A l l had been 
i d e n t i f i e d as I r a q i army o f f i c e r s , a f a c t which they had a c t u a l l y acknowledged. 
They were the r e f o r e being t r e a t e d as pr i s o n e r s of war. A l l p r i s o n e r s of war 



E/CN.4/1991/SR.9 
page 20 

had been placed i n m i l i t a r y custody and were now at a prisoner-of-war camp. 
ICRC had been promptly informed when the persons concerned had been placed i n 
m i l i t a r y custody and at the time of t h e i r t r a n s f e r . Capture cards would be 
forwarded to the ICRC. 

86. The ICRC would be sending an i n s p e c t i o n mission i n February. I t would 
again be able to meet a l l the p r i s o n e r s of war and a l l the c i v i l i a n s held i n 
custody- The needs of the f a m i l i e s of a l l persons being h e l d , whether 
p r i s o n e r s of war or c i v i l i a n s , were being attended to by the B r i t i s h 
Red Cross, a s s i s t e d where necessary by the r e l e v a n t United Kingdom a u t h o r i t i e s 
and by the N a t i o n a l P r i s o n e r of War Information Bureau, which had been set up 
pursuant to the four Geneva Conventions and was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r r e c e i v i n g and 
t r a n s m i t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g to p r i s o n e r s of war. 

87. B r i t i s h n a t i o n a l s and n a t i o n a l s of other c o u n t r i e s i n I r a q were being 
t r e a t e d i n q u i t e a d i f f e r e n t way. I r a q had not given the ICRC access to 
c a p t i v e a l l i e d servicemen. I r a q had not n o t i f i e d ICRC of t h e i r names. No 
Red Cross capture card had been sent to ICRC. No Red Cross form had been 
re c e i v e d . As f a r as was known, Ira q had not e s t a b l i s h e d a body equivalent to 
the B r i t i s h P r i s o n e r of War Information Bureau. 

88. I f I r a q set any s t o r e by i t s l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n s and by humanitarian 
requirements, i t must discharge to the l e t t e r , without any r e s e r v a t i o n or 
c o n d i t i o n , a l l i t s o b l i g a t i o n s imder the Geneva Conventions. 

89. In the statement which he had made on F r i d a y , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Iraq 
had r e f e r r e d to the i s l a n d s which the Argentine d e l e g a t i o n c a l l e d the Malvinas 
and which the United Kingdom c a l l e d the F a l k l a n d s . I f the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
I r a q , i n making such an e n t i r e l y g r a t u i t o u s r e f e r e n c e , had hoped to a t t r a c t 
s)mipathy f o r the s o r d i d and b r u t a l a c t s which i t s Government was committing i n 
the G u l f , he had s e r i o u s l y misjudged the Commission's temper. 

90. Mr. BLACKWELL (United States of America), speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the 
r i g h t of r e p l y , responded to the statement made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Iraq 
at the afternoon meeting on F r i d a y , 1 February. D e c l a r i n g that the I r a q i 
Government's l i t a n i e s of m i s t r u t h s , h a l f - t r u t h s and calximnies were now w e l l 
known, he s a i d that a c a t e g o r i c a l response would only waste the Commission's 
time. The 12 r e s o l u t i o n s of the United Nations S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n whose name 
the war i n the Gulf was being fought spoke f o r themselves and r e q u i r e d no 
f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t i o n . He congratulated the United Kingdom r e p r e s e n t a t i v e on 
h i s statement, which he supported and which made i t unnecessary f o r him to 
comment any f u r t h e r . 

91. Mr. CHADHA ( I n d i a ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y , expressed 
regret that the P a k i s t a n i d e l e g a t i o n should have once again taken up the 
Commission's v a l u a b l e time by r a i s i n g an i s s u e which was extraneous to i t s 
work and agenda - namely, the s i t u a t i o n p r e v a i l i n g i n the Indian State of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

92. P a k i s t a n a l l e g e d that the people of Jammu and Kashmir was being deprived 
of i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . However, the e x e r c i s e of that r i g h t could 
have meaning only i n the context of t e r r i t o r i e s which were not s e l f - g o v e r n i n g . 
I t could not be a p p l i e d to t e r r i t o r i e s which were i n t e g r a l p a r t s of sovereign 
and independent S t a t e s . The people of Jammu and Kashmir had, of i t s own f r e e 
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w i l l , wanted the t e r r i t o r y to accede to I n d i a , and that accession was f i n a l 
and i r r e v o c a b l e - P a k i s t a n was d i s t o r t i n g the p r r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
and thereby s t r i k i n g at the very roots of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l order of n a t i o n 
States. • . 

93- L i k e c h a r i t y , respect f o r human r i g h t s began at home. India's record i n 
that respect and i n the a p p l i c a t i o n of democratic p r i n c i p l e s spoke f o r 
i t s e l f - On the other hand, Pakistan's v i o l a t i o n s of hvunan r i g h t s i n areas 
such as Sind and B a l u c h i s t a n were only too w e l l known. I t was to be hoped 
that i n f u t u r e P a k i s t a n would show the same concern f o r i t s own c i t i z e n s as 
f o r n a t i o n a l s of other c o u n t r i e s . 

94. I f there was c u r r e n t l y a law-and-order problem i n the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir, i t was due to the f a c t that P a k i s t a n was a c t i v e l y supporting and 
hel p i n g t e r r o r i s t s and s e c e s s i o n i s t s operating w i t h i n India's borders. I t was 
para d o x i c a l that P a k i s t a n should c l a i m to be defending human r i g h t s i n Jammu 
and Kashmir and at the same time support the t e r r o r i s t s who were v i o l a t i n g 
those very r i g h t s i n a p a r t i c u l a r l y b r u t a l manner. 

95- The disputes at issue between In d i a and Pa k i s t a n could be considered only 
w i t h i n the framework of the Simla Agreement. In that Agreement i t was c l e a r l y 
s t a t e d that both c o u n t r i e s were resolved to s e t t l e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s through 
b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s or by any other peaceful means mutually agreed upon 
between them- P a k i s t a n was v i o l a t i n g that commitment, but i t was a l s o a c t i n g 
contrary to another p r o v i s i o n of the Agreement which provided t h a t , pending 
the f i n a l settlement of any of the problems between the two c o u n t r i e s , n e i t h e r 
side would u n i l a t e r a l l y a l t e r the s i t u a t i o n and both sides would prevent the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n or encouragement of acts d e t r i m e n t a l to the maintenance of 
peaceful and harmonious r e l a t i o n s , as w e l l as the rendering of a s s i s t a n c e f o r 
t h e i r commission. 

96- The Indian d e l e g a t i o n appealed to P a k i s t a n i s to stop i n t e r f e r i n g i n the 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of In d i a and to j o i n I n d i a i n making the region a haven of 
peace and t r a n q u i l l i t y . 

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SWEDEN 

97- Mr. ANDERSSON ( M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of Sweden) s a i d that every 
human being was e n t i t l e d to the r i g h t s set out i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Human R i g h t s . Those r i g h t s , which derived from the inherent d i g n i t y of the 
human person, were i n a l i e n a b l e and could never be bargained about, regardless 
of the p o l i t i c a l trends o b t a i n i n g i n a country at any given time. The r e a l l y 
h i s t o r i c and r e v o l u t i o n a r y upheavals that had taken place over the past two 
years i n many parts of the world i n d i c a t e d an i n c r e a s i n g focus on the i d e a l s 
of democracy, freedom and human r i g h t s . 

98. The maintenance of n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , and ther e f o r e of 
peace, e n t a i l e d respect f o r human r i g h t s . Numerous s i t u a t i o n s of tension and 
c o n f l i c t had been s p e c i f i c a l l y rooted i n d i s r e g a r d f o r them. 

99- That o b s e r v a t i o n , which a p p l i e d to a l l regions of the wor l d , could 
nowhere be t r u e r than i n the Middle East, the cr a d l e of so many c i v i l i z e d 
values- Was i t not p a r a d o x i c a l that democracy and human r i g h t s were so 
f r a g i l e i n p r e c i s e l y that part of the world? 
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100. For s e v e r a l y e a r s , reports of se r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s of hxman r i g h t s i n Ira q 
had been submitted to the Commission. Seldom had a country shown such a 
f l a g r a n t contempt f o r human r i g h t s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Now I r a q had 
invaded Kuwait, had broken the peace, and reports from Kuwait i n d i c a t e d that 
the worst a t r o c i t i e s were being committed. 

101. The way i n which Iraq was now behaving i n wartime a l s o bore witness to 
i t s contempt f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitarian law, w i t h m i s s i l e a t t a c k s against 
the c i v i l i a n p o pulation i n c o u n t r i e s not p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the war, the 
d e l i b e r a t e s p i l l i n g of o i l i n t o the sea, t h r e a t s to use chemical and 
b i o l o g i c a l weapons, and recourse to human s h i e l d s . His Government considered 
that a c t i o n must be taken by the Commission on the v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s 
i n I r a q . 

102. A new Europe was emerging, and the success of the Conference on S e c u r i t y 
and Co-operation i n Europe had amply demonstrated the e s s e n t i a l r o l e that 
respect f o r human r i g h t s played i n matters of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 

103. Against that background the events that had r e c e n t l y taken place i n the 
B a l t i c Republics were p a r t i c u l a r sources of concern and dismay. In the Europe 
of 1991, m i l i t a r y and p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e had been used a g a i n s t peaceful and 
unarmed c i v i l i a n s . People had been crushed under tanks at V i l n i u s , and 
passers-by had been k i l l e d i n the centre of Riga. The d e m o c r a t i c a l l y e l e c t e d 
Parliaments of the threes B a l t i c Republics had been put under pressure from 
s o - c a l l e d " s a l v a t i o n committees", which had c a l l e d f o r Soviet m i l i t a r y 
i n t e r v e n t i o n against the Parliaments and l e g i t i m a t e Governments of the B a l t i c 
Republics. Furthermore, the bloodshed had been preceded by v a r i o u s measures 
designed to r e s t r i c t or to s t i f l e freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n . In that connection, 
p a r t i c u l a r mention must be made of the a c t i v i t i e s of Soviet troops and other 
p a r a m i l i t a r y u n i t s that had s e i z e d r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n f a c i l i t i e s , p r i n t i n g 
houses, newsprint storage f a c i l i t i e s , e t c . 

104. The Swedish Government had s t r o n g l y condemned those f a i l u r e s to respect 
b a s i c human r i g h t s . Such a c t s were a l l the more deplorable because they had 
been c a r r i e d out by a Government which claimed to adhere to i n t e r n a t i o n a l law 
as l a i d down i n numerous i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements and documents, most r e c e n t l y 
i n the Charter of P a r i s . 

105. The Swedish a u t h o r i t i e s considered that those matters c l e a r l y f e l l w i t h i n 
the competence of the Commission on Human R i g h t s . A l s o f u l l respect f o r human 
r i g h t s i n the B a l t i c Republics must n e c e s s a r i l y i n c l u d e respect f o r the r i g h t s 
of m i n o r i t i e s -

106. One of the purposes of the United Nations was to promote and encourage 
respect f o r human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. The Organization and i t s 
Member States must th e r e f o r e be a b l e , q u i t e l e g i t i m a t e l y , to concern 
themselves w i t h v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s without being accused of 
i n t e r f e r i n g i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of S t a t e s . The Commission, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
had an o b l i g a t i o n to consider s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n whatever 
country they occurred. 
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107. A l l c o u n t r i e s had human r i g h t s problems. Sweden accepted i t s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and complied w i t h the judgements handed down, i f necessary by 
changing i t s current l e g i s l a t i o n and p r a c t i c e . A l l Governments had to be 
prepared to answer to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community f o r the human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . 

108. L a t i n America, A f r i c a and A s i a had seen p o s i t i v e changes conducive to 
democracy and greater respect f o r hxoman r i g h t s . That trend deserved to be 
encouraged by a l l . 

109. As s o c i e t i e s became more open to the e x t e r n a l world, they ran the r i s k of 
being confronted w i t h e t h n i c , s o c i a l or r e l i g i o u s s t r i f e . 

110. In order to r e i n f o r c e new and s t i l l f r a g i l e freedoms, nati o n s should 
f u r t h e r strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . 

111. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t to promote human r i g h t s was not chanelled only 
through the United Nations. Governments too, must i n t e n s i f y t h e i r dialogue 
and co-operation w i t h other human r i g h t s bodies, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , whose c o n t r i b u t i o n was i n d i s p e n s a b l e . The 
promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of hviman r i g h t s was a v i t a l part of Sweden's f o r e i g n 
r e l a t i o n s . The Swedish Government was t h e r e f o r e pursuing an a c t i v e p o l i c y i n 
the human r i g h t s f i e l d both b i l a t e r a l l y and w i t h i n the United Nations and 
other i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums, as w e l l as w i t h non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

112. The promotion of democracy and human r i g h t s was an important element i n 
Sweden's programme of co-operation f o r development, both i n the dialogue with 
i t s partners and i n a c t u a l work i n the f i e l d . In a d d i t i o n , the Swedish 
a u t h o r i t i e s were emphasizing the promotion of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s , which, i n the long term, a l s o served the cause of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s - Human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s working f o r the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n 
of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s a l s o r e c e i v e d support under the development a i d 
provided by the Swedish Government. 

113. The United Nations a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e programme 
i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s had a great p o t e n t i a l . I t could supply 
a s s i s t a n c e to Governments concerned about the v a l i d i t y of t h e i r a c t i o n s . The 
importance of the work done by the Commission's rapporteurs, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
and working groups must a l s o be recognized. 

114. The e a r l y entry i n t o f o r c e of the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d 
was a c l e a r proof of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's w i l l to s t r e s s the s p e c i f i c 
nature of those r i g h t s and to enforce them. I t was to be hoped that the 
Convention would encourage Member States and the r e l e v a n t United Nations 
bodies to continue t h e i r work to improve the c o n d i t i o n s of c h i l d r e n throughout 
the world-

115- In s h o r t , greater e f f o r t s should be made to promote and p r o t e c t human 
r i g h t s and to improve the c a p a c i t y of the United Nations to respond promptly 
and e f f e c t i v e l y to a l l v i o l a t i o n s of them. That would r e q u i r e f u r t h e r 
resources and a strong p o l i t i c a l commitment. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 




