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Letter dated 13 January 1986 from the Permanent Representatives 
of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay 
and Venezuela to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General 

We have the honour to enclose a copy of the Declaration issued at the city of 
.Caraballeda, Venezuela, on 12 January by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the 
Contadora Group and of the Support Group , with a request that this note and its 
annex be circulated to all Member States as an official document of the fortieth 
Session of the General Assembly, under item 21, and of the Security Council. 

(Signed) Carlos ALBAN-HOLGUIN 
Permanent Representative 
of Colombia 

(Signed) Mario MOYA-PALENCIA 
Permanent Representative 
of Mexico 

(Signed) David SAMUDIO, Jr. 
Permanent Representative 
of 'Panama 

(Signed) J. F. SUCRE FIGARBLLA 
Permanent Representative 
of Venezuela 

86-00907 2283h (E) 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

Carlos M. MUNIZ 
Permanent Representative 
of Argentina 

George A. MACIEL 
Permanent Representative 
of Brazil 

Carlos ALZAMORA 
Permanent Representative 
of Peru 

Julio C&sar LUPINACCI 
Permanent Representative 
of Uruguay 
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ANNEX 

Caraballeda Messaqe for Peace, Security and Democracy in 
Central America 

The Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Contadora Group and of the Support 
Group, meeting at Caraballeda on 11 and 12,January 1986, declare that, in,the light 
of the growing threat to peace in Central America and the risk of a diplomatic 
vacuum that would exacerbate tension in the region, there is an urgent need to give 
fresh momentum to the process of negotiations sponsored by the Contadora Group. 
This process must culminate as soon as possible in the signing of the Contadora Act 
on Peace and Co-operation in Central America, the only way to bring about a general 
political understanding that would facilitate peaceful and productive coexistence 
among all the countries of the region on the basis of mutual respect. 

The Ministers note that after 36 months of negotiations, there persist 
attitudes and situations that make it difficult to conclude a general and 
comprehensive agreement as a means of overcoming the climate of hostility and 
putting,an end to the arms race, foreign intervention and policies of force. 
Accordingly, with a view to restoring the necessary climate of trust and, obtaining 
from the parties a political commitment to sign the Contadora Act on Peace and 
Co-operation in Central America, the Ministers believe that it is necessary: 

(a) To lay down Lasting Foundations for Peace in Central America; 

(b) To identify the measures necessary to consolidate those Foundations and 
promote mutual trust; , 

(cl Immediately to sponsor diplomatic initiatives aimed at securing explicit 
support for those Foundations and for the efforts of all parties directly or 
indirectly involved; 

(d) To offer their good offices for any other necessary initiatives; 

(e) To take relevant action to expedite the signing and entry into force Of 
the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America. 

I. LASTING FOUNDATIONS FOR PEACE IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

Any lasting solution to the conflict in Central America must have just and 
balanced foundations reflecting the tradition of, and the aspiration for, civilized 
coexistence among the peoples of Latin America. Accordingly, the Ministers for 
Foreign Affairs of the Contadora Group and of the Support Group define as fOllOWS 
the Lasting Foundations for Peace in Central America: 

1. A Latin American solution, which means that the solution to the problems 
of Latin America must come from and must be guaranteed by the region itself, lest 
it should become embroiled in the global and strategic E,ast-West conflict. 
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2. Self-determination, which means the independence of each Latin American 
country in selecting its own form of social and political organisation, by 
establishing at the domestic level the system of government which its population as 
a whole freely chooses. 

3. Non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, which means 
that no country should influence the political situation of the Latin American 
States, either through direct action or indirectly through the use of third _ 
parties, or affect their sovereignty in any way. 

4. Territorial integrity, which means recognizing the frontiers 
circumscribing the actions of all the States; within such frontiers they may freely 
exercise their sovereignty; beyond them their conduct must be in strict compliance 
with the norms of international law. 

5. Pluralistic democracy, which means the exercise of universal suffrage 
through free and periodic elections supervised.by independent national agencies; it 
also means a multiparty system that would ensure the legitimate and organized 
representation of all schools of thought and all political trends in society, as 
well as majority government with due respect for the basic rights and freedoms of 
all citizens and those of political minorities within the framework of the 
constitutional order. 

6. No armaments or military bases that would endanger peace and security in 
the region. 

7. No military operations by countries of the region, or by countries with 
interests in the region, which would involve aggression against other countries or 
Pose threats to peace and to the region. 

8. No troops or foreign advisers. 

9. No support, whether political, logistical or military, to groups seeking 
to subvert or destabilize the constitutional order of the Latin American States by 
means of force or terrorist acts of any kind. 

10, Respect for human rights, which means unconditional respect for Civil, 

Political and religious freedoms so as to ensure the full material and spiritual 
development of all citizens. 

IL. ACTIONS TO ENSURE THE CREATION OF THE LASTING FOUNDATIONS FOR PEACE 

In order to ensure the effective ,existence of the Lasting Foundations for 
Peace, it is necessary to generate a climate of mutual trust that will revive the 
spirit of negotiation and reflect the political will to achieve effective support 
for the Foundations laid down in order to attain the ultimate objective of the 
signing and entry into force of the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in 
Central America. 
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For 
actions: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

this purpose, priority must be given to implementation of the following 

Resumption and conclusion of the negotiations leading to the signing of 
the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America. 

Cessation of outside support for the irregular forces operating in the 
region. 

Cessation of support for the insurrectionist movements in all countries 
of the r'egion. 

Freeze on the acquisition of armaments and scheduled reduction thereof, 

Suspension of international military manoeuvres. 

Gradual reduction and ultimate elimination of the presence of foreign 
military advisers and of foreign military installations. 

Non-aggression commitment on the part of the fi.ve Central American 
countries through unilateral declarations. 

Effective steps to achieve national reconciliation and full enjoyment of 
human rights and individual freedoms. 

Promotion of regional and international co-operation to alleviate the 
urgent economic and social problems afflicting the Central American 
region. 

The Foreign Ministers agree that, in order to attain the proposed objective Of 
generating mutual trust, it is essential for these initiatives to be undertaken 
simultaneously. 

III. SUPPORT FOR THE LASTING FOUNDATIONS FOR PEACE AND FOR THE SPECIFIC ACTIONS 

The countries in the Contadora Group, with,the collaboration that they are 
requesting from the Support Group, agree to initiate immediately diplomatic 
overtures designed to obtain explicit adherence to these Foundations and actions on 
the part of the five Central American countries and other members of the 
international community interested in peace in the region, particularly the other 
countries of the American continent. 

IV. GOOD OFFICES 

The member countries, of the Contadora Group , with the backing of the Support 
Group, offer their good offices for the purpose of facilitating the execution of 
the following actions: 
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Promotion of new activities of national reconciliation in accordance with 
the legal order in force in each of the countries, since regidnal 
stability also presupposes domestic peace-making in those cases where 
marked divisions have occurred within society, 

Acceptance of the proposal of the President-elect of Guatemala that a 
Process of COnSUltatiOn on the regional situation should be initiated 
among the Central American legislative organs, in order to establish a 
Parliament in the region. This could contribute to a better 
understanding of the problems of the area and help to strengthen the 
negotiation efforts. 

Encouragement of the resumption of talks between the Governments of the 
United States and of Nicaragua, in order to iron out their differences 
and to identify possible areas of un,derstanding. Considerate negotiation 
between the two Governments, which envisages mutual and equitable 
concessions, is a prerequisite for regional d&ente. 

The dialogue of Manzanillo made it possible to identify the Foundations for 
viable negotiation,, which cannot be further postponed without serious risks to the 
peace and stability of Latin America. The obstacles that have impeded this 
endeavour can be removed, if those parties display political will and flexibility. 

V. SIGNING AND ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE PEACE ACT 

The eight Foreign Ministers decide to devote all their efforts to the 
acceleration of the negotiations leading to ttie speedy signing of the Contadora Act 
on Peace and Co-operation in Central America and its entry into force. 

Caraballeda, 12 January 1986 
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August0 Ramir ez Ocampo 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Colombia 

Bernard0 Sepdlveda AmOr 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
of Mexico 

Jorge Abadia Arias 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Panama 

Simon Albert0 Consalvi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Venezuela 

Dante Caputo 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
worship of the Argentine Republic 

Olavo Setubal 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Federative Republic, of Brazil 

Allan Wagner Tizon 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic Of Peru 

Enrique V. Iglesias 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Eastern Republic of Uruguay 
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