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The meating was called to order at 4.35 p.m.

EBXFRESSIONS OF COMDOLENCE

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese)t We have just learned of the
tragic incident of the explosion of the United States epace shuttle "Challanger®
this wocning. We are saddened by this heavy loss to the space endeavours of the
Unitad States. As Presidant of the Sscurity Council end ron behalf of the members
of the Security Council as well as on my own behalf, I wish to convey through the
Unitad States delegation our heartfelt condolences to the Government of the United

States on the loss of the crew of the space shuttle and our desp sympathy to the

bereaved families.

Mr. SAFRONCHUK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation froa

Russian): Mr. President, pursit me on bahalf of the Soviet delegation to convey
through you ouwz profound oondolances to the dslegation of the United States on the
tragic accident that occurrad this morning to the space shuttle "Challenger®. W
would request the Unitsd States Selegation to convey our syapathy and condolences
to the bereaved faunilies of the wembers of the space shuttle who perished.

As the repraesentative of the country which bLlazed the way to outer spece and .
has developed a broad progranme of exploration of cuter space for peaceful
PUrposes, Moro than any other country we understand the difficulties and problens

connectad with this entsrprise and we sincerely sympsthize with the Unitsd States.



BCT/hat s/v.2648

Mr, de KEMOULARIA (France) (interpretation from Prench): I thank you,

' Mr. Presidsnt, for expressing the feelings of zl) the members of the Security |
Council.

Ny country, France, a space Power, was also deeply moved by the news of this
tragic sccident., I have buen informed that the French Government and pecple
learned of the tragedy with profound emotion.

I wis‘h to convey this profound emotion felt by the G-o.woxnnent and people of
Franoce directly to the United States delegation.

Ms. BYRNE (United States of America): I should like to express the
deepast apprecistion of the Government and people of the United States for the
condolences expressed by the President of the Security Council and other members of
the Security Council. We also are stunned and shocked at this very sad and totally
unexplained ‘avent. ' -

I shall convay the sympathy of the Security Council to my Government in
Washington, to the people of the United States and to the families of those who
perished in this catastrophe.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TSRRITORIES

(a) LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1986 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF MOROCCO TO
THE UNITED RATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (5/17740)

{b) LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1986 FROK THE PERMANENT REPRBSB‘M‘A‘HVB OPF THE UNITED
ARAB ENIRATES TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY
COUNCIL (8/17741) . _

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): 1In accordance with the
decicions taken at the previous meetinga on this item, ¥ invite the representative
of Morocco to take a place at the Council tabley I invite the representative of the
Palestine Libsration Organization to take & place at the Council table; I invite
the representatives of Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladssh, Brunel Darussalam, Egypt,

Guinea, Incia, Indonesia, Israel, the Ialemic Republic of Iran, Jordan. the Libyan
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(The President)
Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Mauritania, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, the
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey and Yemen to tazke the places reserved for
thas at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Alaoui (Morocco) tock a place at the

Council table; Mr. Raddoumi (Palestine Liberation Organization) tocok a place at the
Council table; Mr. Zarif (Afghanistan), Mr. Djocudi (Algeria) , Mr. Chowdhury

{Banqladesh) , Mr, Haji Omar (Brunei Darussalam), Mr. Shaker (Egypt) , Mr. Camara

(Guinea), M8, Runadi (India), Mr. Wiryono (Indoneaia) , Mr. Netanyahu (Israel),

Mr. Rajaie-Rhorassani (Islamic Republic of Iran), Mr. Rasrawi (Jordamn),

Mr. Azgarouk (Libyan Arab Jamahariya), Mr. Zain Aszraai (Malayeia),

Mr, Culd Boye (Mauritania), Mr. Shah Nawaz gPakiatan)', Mr, Al-Rawari (Qatar),
Mr. Shihabi (Saudi Arabia), Mr. Birido (Sudan), Mr. El-Fattal (Syrian Arab
Republic), Mr. Bouziri (Tunisia), Mr. Turkmen (Turkey) and Mr. Basendwah (Yemen)
took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I should like to inform

xenbers of the Council that I have received letters from the representatives of
Cuba, Iraq and Nicaragua in which they request to be invited to participate in the
discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. In conformity with the usual
practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
repregentatives to participate in the discuasion without the right to vote, in
agcordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's
provisional rules of procedure.

There beirg no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Oramas Oliva (Cuba), Mr. Kittani

{Iraa) and Mr, Chamorro Mora (Nicaraqua) took the places reserved for them at the

side of the Council Chamber,
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): The Security Council will
now resume consideration of the item on its agenda.

I draw the attention of the members of the Council to the following document:
letter dated 27 January 1986 from the Permanent ch;:osantativc of Morocco to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (document §/17765).

The first speaker is the representative of Israel, I invite him to take a
place &t the Cwm:ii ‘table and to make his statement.

Mr. NETANYAHU (Israel): I should like to begin by expressing, on behalf
of ths peocple and Government of Isrzel, to Ambaasador Byrne and the enticre United
States Mission to the United Wations our profound grief at the terrible tragedy
that occurred today during the launching of “Challenger®., Before the eyes of all
mankind, séven brave wen and women, seven dauntless herves, gave their lives in the
quest to expand man's frontlers. We extend cur deepest condolencee to the people
and the Government of the United States, to the United States Hission and, wost of
all, to the families, who surély nust be e¢xperiencing immeasurable pain.

I turn now to the item on the Council's agenda.

Any cerious debate, however haated, must be based on fact. There ocught to be,
at the very least, a kernel of truth from which one develops argumentation. I have
to admit that I have found myself in the peculiar position of having liatened to or
read some 20-044 speeches in this debate, most of which = indeed virtually every
one - developed a stream of argumercation that had no basise in Zfsct.

Indeed, to tha extent that these statemencs refer at all to the actual events
on 8 January on the Temple Mount, thay contradict each other on the specifics. For
axa‘mle. the Jordanian letter Of 9 January speaks of 20 RKnessei membeis, wnils tha
United Arab Emirates' letver of 10 January speaks of 5. Another example: some
representatives speak about "the Jews entering the Moqlem Mosque®”, while others are

noticeably vague about this point.
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‘ (Hr. Netanyahu, Israel)

Those have not been tha only instances of conflict, contradiction, inaccuracy
and distortion in this debate; there have been plenty of others. Some speakers,
for example, indulged in swaeping revisions of ancient history as well, such as the
claim - flatly untrue ~ that no building was done on tho Temple Mount since tha
Arab conquest. Those who revise history with such facility should read, for
example, the direct evidence to the contrary in Ibn Al-Athir, the noted Arab
historian, writing in the 1100s; a;ul there are many othar Arab historians that one
could cite. There was the equally absurd claim that the Philistines, a seafaring
people of Greek origin who settled on the coast of Israel in 1200 BCE, zre the
ancestors of the Paleatinian Arabs, who are descendants of the Arabs who invaded
the country nearly 2,000 years later and those Araba who migrated in their wake.

I am not going to take the time to correct each of these historical
falsehoods. I do not think there is any use in doing so. IM. what is the use
if wo cannot even get the facts right about something that happened a few days
8go?

But X have uo doubt that if we do not correct the facts and these warped and
‘distorted Vit;iwl tuzrn that minor inciden% ~ s some have tried to do - into "a
v;olont religious dessoration valiantly resisted by the faituful®™, this will go
down as yet another fabrication in that endless stream of fabrications that some
hore are so pioﬂcunt at, 6o 1 am forced to come back to the starting point of my
first statement in this debate - and that is the facts of the incident as it

occurted.
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(Mr, Natanyahu, Israel)

On 8 Januscy 1986 members of the Knesset Interior Ccamittoe conducted a tour
of the Temple Mount. I stress again: that was a routine visit. Similar visits
took place last year and two yaars ago. The RKnassat's custoa is to co-ordinate
such visits with the Wagf, the Mosiem religious suthorities that sdminister - the
Islamic Holy Places, and the ﬁaqt :eptduntativos sccompany the Knesset members
their tour. As the group prepsred to descend into one of the historical sites on
the Nount, the site known as Solomon's Stables, the Waqgf represantatives objected
to the group's entry because of tha prasence of a C.lwhh photographer. Their
objection, 2u I have pointed cut, did not extend to the photographer of the Acab
newspaper Al-Fajr who was not interfered with,

At that point somebody took control of the loudspeaker of the nearby Al-Aqea
Mosgue - it is a very loud loudspsaker - and began brosdcasting such calle as;
*Al-Agea is in danger”, "The Jewa are warching on our Holy Hosgue®, "The Jews are
invading the Temple Mount®, and @o on. At those calls hundreds of Arab youths
armed with knives and clubs begsn to close in on the visitors, shouting the

anti-Semitic incitement in Azabic "Itbakh al-Yahud!" -~ slaughter the Jews! The

skall ponco‘ contingent present barely held back the mob until the reinforcements
arcived to evacuate the group - they did g0 in a police van. The police scted with
the greatest restraint; they prevented any bloodshed and any spread of violence.
Again, no onc was hurt and no property was demsged.

Pollowing that incident, another visit was co-ordinated with the Wagf for the

follovwing Tuesday, 14 January. On that occasion, tco, scores of Arab youths vere

j
\
E

=t tha avataws Sar Alaturhances was the

piesanc at the times of ths visit, 2hat tins the pratews far Alaturbancas
reading of psalms from the Bible by one of the Rnesset membwers who happensa to be a
rabbi. Rgain, the group was denied entry to Soloxon's Stables and had to leave

under threats.
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{Mr. Netanyahu, Israel)

That is the aum total of what took place: no violence, no damage, and
certainly no protamf.l&m.

Since than the Temple Mount has bean completely quiet. There are thousanda of
pecple who have visited it in the intervening days - thousands - including some
woll-known diplomats and international figures, who have all attested to the cala
prevailing there.

Therefors, I have a simple qu;stion: Given the facts and the present quiet,
what 18 all the fuss about? I ask that not in denegration but in absolite
seriousness. What iz the fuss about? Is it the selective indignation at the
pres'encc of one photographer, 8o obviously singled out? Or the reading of psalms
outside, in the open air? I volce those questions because I should like to appeal
to the faic-minded people around this table, to their sense of proportion, their
senge of balance, their sense of truth.

To illustrate what I am talking about, this so-called crieis is brought before

the Security Council in the same week in which the old City of Aden has been

cbliterated. The Washington Post reported on 23 Januarys *Scarcely a eingle
building in Aden remained intact.® I mention that because what has not been
mentioned but should be menticned here is that several of the old mosques of Aden
which are very ancient - psrhaps among the most ancient mosques in the Acrabian
Peninsula - b;ve also bean damsged and some dest:oyed, S8ince this is a discussion
on religious sites, I do not dwell on the human tragedy of ovez 10,000 pecple who
have been killed in the £ighting. |

S0 in this debate we have neglect of gome facts that are pertinent to the
alleged purpose of the discussion - thaé is, the profanation of Islamic holy
sites, I gave Aden merely as a cutrrent conte-porm{eous oxample. I gave other

examples in & previous statenent of other such violations throughout the years
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{Mr. Netauyahu, Israel)

that were not mentionad -~ severe violations. There is also, in parallel, a
distortion of other tacts, and I am afraid that that distortion ‘s not limited to
Jertusalem. The Jordanian letter of 26 January makes a chatge - which has since
been repaated in this Chamber - of Jewizh attempts to storm the Mosque in Hebron.
That i{s sheer fabrication., It i3 a total lie. It mﬁmr happened.

Surely not by accident, none of the speskers noted the real desscration that
took place in both citiss of Hebron and Jerusalea and which, I believe, serves as a
useful counterpoint to the present reality in both citha.. In Hebron, the ancient
Jevigh community ~ a community that goes back three and a half millenia to the time
of Abraham - was wassacred and driven out in the Arab pogrom of 192%. ‘The ancient
synagogue there, as anyone visiting Hebron today can attest, still lies in ruin,

In Jerusalem, the focus of this discusaioi:, 38 synzacgues were totally
duo].ishqd by the Arabs in 1948. Thoss synagogues that ware not destroyed wore
turnsd intg tollets, stables and warehouges filled with dung heap and garbsge.
Hundreds of 2_‘0;:!: _sctonn were plundered or burned to ashes, That was followed by
the systematic desecration of cameteries, upeéiany the Mount of Olivag Cmt&y.
the most sucred burial eite for the Jewish people. After 1967 we found toabstones
used as pavement and flagstones for public latrines - and we counted them:

38,000 out of the 50,000 tombstones were thus torn up and profaned.

Shall I cumpare now the Israeli record in those citiee? It is difficult to do
so becauu‘ tho Israeli record in both cities is not merely better, it is beyond
comparison. So many figures and so many countries have used £0 many superlatives
to desoribe the extrsordinary harmony that characterizes Jarusalem since 1967 that
I could spend the next few hours reading out some of those testimonials - by
writers, philoscphers, Nobel laureates from all over the world, and wany others

whose integrity or objectivity is not subject to any discussion or debate,
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(Mr. Netanyahu, Iscael)

A few weeks ggo Jerusalem's Mayor, Teddy Xollek, was eWarded the prestigious
Paace Prize of the M1ation of German Publighers. He vas honoured with these
worde:

“Even if Jerusalem's surprising serenity hasn’t brought a larger Niddle East

peace, it points the way and shows the possibility.”

And yesterday, The New York Times provided another example of interfaith harwmony in

Jerusalem, this time batween Christians and Jews, in a long article that
representatives might have ssen on page 2.

But why go outside the Middle East for testimoniala? I have here o statement
by Anwar Nusseibah, a former minister in the Jordanian Cabinet and an old-time

Jerusalewite. In The New York Times of 4 August 1985, following warm words of

praise for Mr. Kollek, I think he suieed up the situztion in J..muhn best by
sayingt “The fact is, Arabs and Jews coaxist here against the nature of things."
Ee was merely echoing what was said a few days ago in Gerasny. It ia the same
observation. Everyone observes the same thing: there may be turmoil all arcund in
the Middle East, there is confliot - and we dee some of it sparking here - but in
Jeruaalea thete ie tranquillity.

Again, that is not a miracle; it is not an accident; it is not an aberration.
1t is the result of a careful and delicate policy of coexistence and mutual respect
that the Governmsnt of Israel has fosterad each dasy for the past 19 years, I think
that policies are ‘based, above all, on intantions, and this policy is based on the
best of intentions. It i¢ derived from a profound respect for all religions and a
Commitmant to ansure thaiy frasdam af uavahin, Ohat reanest is autandsd to Talanm.
as it i8 to Christianity and all othet ?eliqionl - gseveral of which, I might point
out, have found refuge and sanctuary in Israel from persecution elsevwhere in the

Middle East because of Israel‘s demccracy and climate of tolerance.
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(Mx. Netenyahu, Iscael)

I have tead curefully all the statssents made here, and wore than one spesker
has guestionad Israel's policy. They said "We did not hear from the Israeli
speaker what Israel's policy would be vis-k-vis the future.” I would only ask that
some Of thoss spezkers read as carefully the statements that I make. By the way,
I am not going to tnipond to each one of the attacks levelled against us} that is

not wmy purpose here. ) But I do want to relterate once wore that our policy of
" tolerance and respect for ali religions will contiaue. It; will be totally
unaffected by the attempts at provocation hers or elsewhbere. Prime Miniater Peres
said on 1¢ January: ) | ' |

"All the arrangements msde in the past, in regard to the Temple Mount, are
valig for all religions, and lthnto has been no change in the Government's policy on »
this subject.” . ‘

I bope that puts that one to rest.
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{Mr, Netanyahu, Israel)

What is the best proof of the success of this policy? It is how people really
fesl. How 4o you lcnov' how they rsally feel? what are tha best indicators? I
would say there are two wonderful indicators of how people really considsr a
situstion: first, how they vote with their faet, and, secondly, how they vote with
their pockets when they have the chance. Since 1967, both the Arsb population and
the Jewish population have increased, markedly increased. In fact, the Arab
populstion has more than doubled 1.taa1£, and it ‘has prospered, financially and
economically, in the best possible way, and it has inveated a great deal of its ovn
weslth and imported wealth from the rest of the Muslim world into the reiigloun
shrines, This has very much been our policy: ¢to enable the Arabs, the Muslims and
all religions to build and rebuild their religious sites., I would say that what
has been accomplished in Jerusalem is unpataileled: it is unparalleled anywhere
else in the world, and certainly no one has surpassed it. 1 wo.uld put it in those
terms. _

Jerusalem is the nucleus of hope for peaceful coexistence batween Jows md
Arabe. There are thoss - there are those here - who wish tc smish this harmony,
who wish to bring it down, who wish to prevent this hope from becoming the path to
and the pattern for a broader coexistence. They would like to turn Jecusalem into
their model of urban serenity and religious equilibrium, along the lines of what
tliay have don; to Tripoli, to Beirut, to Aden, to Rama.

- But my purpose here is to appeal to those repressntatives who zemain
interested in the facts, and to asy to them that there i a sisple iruth that the
Council iae faciné in this debate, the truth of an incident, a minor incident, blcwn
up and distorced 'beyond recognition, Bﬁt I wiah to say aleo that there is a iarget
Er'ut.h as well: The congequences of pacsing a resolution condemning - even

questicning - Israel’'s record on religious sites would be ¢o legitimize and
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{Mr. Netanyahu, larasl)

enoouruge religious .anumnt aimed at destroying the very peace we are all trying
to preserve. Falling in with it would be en intolerable capitulation to
intolerance.

The PRESIDENT (iné;erproution from Chinese): The next upeaker is the
representative of Cuba. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to
make his stacemsnt,

Mr, ORAMAS OLIVA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish first of

all, 8ir, to congratulate you on your assuaption of the presidency of the Security
Council for this mcath. We are convinced that under your wise and skilful
leadership the Council will chart a firm course.

We vish also to express our gratitude to Ambassador Bassole of Burkina PFaso
for his excallent wo.zlt as President of the Council for the month of December.

In this Interrational Year of Peace we had all hoped that this important body
would not have to be convened ~ or at least not as freguently as in past years - to
conaider situations which could disturb or threaten international i:nce and
security. We even believed that thoss who promoted wars of aggression, those who
based their entire foreign poliuy on the threat or use of force, on interference
and intervention aimed at denying other peoples their inalienable right of
self-dsterminastion, those who had styled themselves the world's policemen - in a
word, those who bred hatred and enmity between peoples ~ would acho the beautiful
words spoken at the golemn weeting of the General Assenbly when the International
Year of Peace was proclaimed, and would contribute with their deeds, not with mere
words, to making 1986 a year for easing tension in international relations and for
creating the conditions fo:'echlev:lng jJust, honourable and lasting solutions to the

nany conflicts besetting mankind.
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(Mr. Oramas Oliva, Cuba)

Regrettably, one of thos¢ conflicts, the one which hag taken up most of this
body's time - the question of the Middle EBagt and its central cause, the question
of Palestine - has practically begun the Council's work for this year. But that
should be a lurprinlto no one. Why should we be surpriszed that it was Israel
which has already cowpelled the Security Council to convene twice since the
beginning of the year t» consider that country’s criminal acts against the
Palestinian people and other Arab peoples?

The gueetion the Council is considering todsy - however reprehensible and
condemnable it may be to profane the Holy Places of one of the world's universal
religions and unnecessarily wound the feclings of hundreds of millions of people
throughout the world - cannot be seen as an isolated incident. This act mersly
shows how far the Israeli authorities are willing to ge in their desire to obtain
by might what is not theirs by right.

In other words, the acts of desecration i.. the Al-Agsa Mosque must be seen in
the overall context of the expansionist policy of the Tel Aviv Government, aimed -
" not only against the Palestinian people, but sgainst all Arab 'counttluv and
peoples. The iron fist hidden behind the back of the desscrators is the same fist
which is attempting, through repression and terror, to stifle the Palestinian
people’s yearning for freedom; it is the same fist which goes beyond the occupied
territories to commit aggression and attempt to intimidote other States Members of
the United Nations.

We underscand vf.hatr it is no eusy task to put an end to thlq Israseli policy ox
to make Israel abide by internationsl law and by the very inctrumente it signed of
1+ own sovereign will, such gs the Fourth Ganeva Caonvention of 1949, which is
applicable to the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, including Jerusalem.

That policv, along with that of the racist régime of Pretoria, is inspived by the
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{Mc. Oranias Oliva, Cuba)

-t:\utogic‘ alnm‘ ﬁtnuimd by the Governmsnt of Xarael with the United States
and in the unconditional politicsl, diplowmatic, econcmic and nlilitary assistance
that Government recaives from uashington, !

‘ But neither that unconditional support from its ally and protector nor
Israel's stubborn short-sighted policy will bring to its knees the Palestinian
peopls, under the leadership of the Palastine Liberation Organization, its sole
suthentic representative, The struggle of that people is & just struggle, as have
been the struggles of all peoplesz which have endured colonialism and foreign
oppreesion, Including the resistance of the Jewish pecple itself against

Razi-Fascist ccimes.
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(Mr. Oramas Oliva, Cuba)

Unfortunately, the S8ecurity Council has been unable to meet its
:upomibilitin under the Charter because of the protective shield provided by
Israsl's principal ally; however, we wish to express the hope that at this juncture
it will adopt relevant measures that will not only help to avoid a recurrence of
_situations such as the one that is today before the Council but that will also
contribute to the attainment of a just and lasting peace in the Niddle East
conflict, and the solution of ${ts central problem, the guestion of Palestine. We
have stated in the past, and we repeat hers today, our conviction that an important
step in that direction would be the convening of an international conference on.
peace in the Middla Rast. We believe that the mesmbers of the Council are uniguely
placed to play & role in that connection, and in so doing they wiil be making their
best contribution to ensuring that the Intecrnational Year of Peace will be a
reality.

The PRESIDENT {interpratation from Chinese)s I thank the representative
of Cuba for the kind words he addressed to we.

There are no further speakers for this meeting. The next meeting of the
8ecurity Council to continue its considsration of the item on its agends will be

fixed sfter consultations with members of the Council.

The sseting rose at 5.15 p.m.




