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I . IIITRODUC?ION

L. At lts 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 Septenber 1985, the Ceneral Assenbly, on the
recortrnendatlon of the ceneral Conmittee, decided to include in the agenda of its
fortieth session the item entitled rElirnination of al,l. forns of religious
intolerancer reporE of lhe secretary-ceneral n and to allocate it to the Third
CorErittee.

2. Ihe Thlrd Cotnmittee considered the lten jointly with itens 102, 103, IO4
and 144 at its 46th to 48th, 50th to 53rd, 58th and 60th meetlngs on 19 to
22, 25 and 29 Novenber and 2 Decenber 1985. An account of bhe discussion of the
Comtnlttee ls contalned in the relevant sumtnary records lA/C.3/ 40/5R.46-48, 50-53'
58 and 60).

3. The ComnitCee had before it the following docunentatlont

(a) Report of the Econonlc and Soclat Council, chapter V, sectlon A
lA/ao/3'), v

(b) seninar on the Encouragernent of Understanding, Tolerance and Respect in
Matlers relating to Freedom of Rel-lgion or Belieft note by the Secretary-General
G/ao/36L1 t

y To be issued as Offlcial Records of th@
session, supplement No. 3 @07r7*"":ll.

8s-35744 4637P lE"l /. ..



A/ 40/968
English
Page 2

(c) Letter dated tO alanuary l9g5 frorn the Charg6 draffaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of fsrael to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-cener aI (A/ 40 /j 7 l,

(d) Note verbar,e dated rl March 1985 frorn the charg6 d'affaires a.i. of the
Pernanent Mission of yernen to the United Nations adalressed to thesecretary-Generar, transnitting the finar comrnunigud of and resorutions adopteat atthe Fifteenth Islarnic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held at sanaa from IB to22 Decenbe r L9g4 (A/40 /Lj 3-s,/I703 3 ) ,

(e) Letter dated 17 June 19g5 from the pernanent Representative of Israel tothe United Nations addressed to the secretary-cenera I (A/40 /3gg-S/L72gZl ,
(f) Note verbale dated 22 Augusc 1985 fron the pernanent Mission of Moroccoto the Unlted Nations addressed to the Secretary-ceneral lA/4O/57Olr
(s) letter dated 2 December t9g5 fron the pernanent Representative of Israelto the United Nations addressed to the Secr e tary-ceneral (A/40/T66-S/L7 6651 ,

l: At the 46th meeting, on 19 !,tovenber, the Assistant secretary-ceneral for HunanRights nade an introductory statetnent,

II. CONSIDERATION OF DR,AFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/40/L.67

5.. At the 58th neeting, on 29 November, the representatlve of lreland introduceda oratE resoJ.ution (A/C.3/4I/L.6L) , entitled nElinination of all forms of religlousintolerance,', sponEored by Au
ic, Fij i, pinland the Dominican

the
Jap?n, Morocco, the Neth
sur rnane, Sr.reden and Che e4g as well as AusEralia, the canl)ia,

freland orally revi.sed the draft
of

Honduras, and Uganda, the
resolution as follows !

_ . !.1 -In the fifth preanbular paragraph, the word "presented, was replaced by"subnitted tr t

(b) At the end of operative paragraph 4, the words "at it6 fortieth session,r.rere replaced by "as soon as possible"l

(c). In operative paragraph tl, the word "fortieth" was replaced by"forty-fi rst".

5. At its 60th meeting, on 2 Decernber, the Conmittee adopled the draftresolution, as orally revised, without a vote (see para. ?).

representat ve
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III. RECO!.{IIIENDATION OF THE THTRD CO}'MITTEE

7- The lrhird conmittee reconunends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the
following draft resolution r

Elinination of all forms of religious intolerance

The ceneral Assembly,

Conscious of the need to promote universal respect for, and observance
of, hunan rlghts and fundamental freedons for all without disEinction aB to
race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirning its resolution 36/55 of 25 Novenber l98l, in rrhlch lt
Proclained the Declaration on the Elirnination of Ar1 Fornrs of rntolerance andof Discrininatlon Based on Religion or Belief,

Recalling subsequent resolutions, in flhich it requested the Connisslon on
Hunan Rights to consider $hat neasures might be necessary to inpLement the
Declaration,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resoluCion LgB4/3g oE
24 May 1984, in which the Council authorized the Sub{ommisslon on prevenrron
of Discriminaeion and protection of Minorities !o entrust its Special
Rapporteur with the preparation of a study, in accordance with the terms of
Sub{offnission resolution L9B3/31 of 6 September t9g3r A/ on the current
ditnensions of the problems of intolerance and of dlscrfunlnatlon on the groundE
of religion or bel ief,

Noting the progress report thereon submitted by the Special Rapporeeur to
the Sub-Connission at. its thirty-eighth session, frl

Concerned that the Special Rapporteur has not yet recelved sufficlent.ly
relevant or detaited infornation to discharge her tasks effectively,

Recalling the Seninar on the Encouragement of Understanding, Toleranqe
and Respect i.n l4atters relating to Freedom of Religion or Bellef, held at
ceneva fron 3 to 14 Decenber 1994,

. Recggnizing that it is desirable to enhance the protnotional and public
information act.ivities of the united Nations in natters reratlng to f;eedon gf
religion or bellef and that. both covernnents and non-governmenEal
organizations have an important role to play ln this domain,

y see E/CN,4/198 4/3-E/cN.A/SD'.2/Lg83/43 and corr.t anat 2, chap, XXI,sect. A,

see E/cN. 4/sub. 2 /L98s/28,
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Aware that intolerance and discrinination based on rellgion or belief
continue to exlst in many parts of the world,

Believlng that further efforts are therefore regulred in order to pronote
and Protect the right to freedorn of thought, consciencer religion or belief,

1. Reaffirms that freedon of thought, congcience, religion and belief
is a right guaranteed to al1 rdiEhout discrininationt

2. glggg States, therefore, in accordance wlth their reapectlve
constlbutional systema, to provide, uhere they have not already done so,
adeguate constituEional and legal guarantees for freedon of thought,
conscience, religion and belief t

3. Endorses the request of the Conmlssion on Hunan Rights to the
secretary-ceneral, contained in its reaolution 1985,/51 of 14 March L989, gl to
prePare a conpend iun of the national legistation and regulations of states on
the guestion of freedom of rellglon or belief, with particular regard to the
measures taken to cornbat intolerance or discrimination ln this fieldl

4. Encourages @vernnents, speclalized agencies, intergovernnental
organlzations and non-governmental organizatlons !o supply the Special
Rapporteur of the Sub{onunission on prevention of Discrlnlnation and
Protection of Mlnorities, as reguested, reith infornatlon relevant to the study
she is prepar lng on the currene dinensions of the problens of intolerance and
of discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief, so aa to enable her to
subnit the flnal report to the Sub-Conmission as soon a6 lrossiblet

5. Notes rrith appreciation the report of the Serninar on the
Encouragement of Underseandlng, Tolerance and Respect in tilatters relating to
f'reedom of Religion or Belief, E/

6, Urges all States to take all appropriaee neasureg to cornba!
intolerance and to encourage understanding, tolerance and respect in matters
relating to freedom of religion or belief and, in this context, to examine
rrhere necessary the supervision and training of their civil servants,
educators and other pubrlc officials to ensure that, in the course of thelr
official duties, they respect different religions and beliefs and do not
discriminate agalnst persons prof;ssing other rellgions or beliefsl

7. Invites the United Nations University and other academlc and
research institutlons to undertake prograrnrnes and studies on the encouragenentof understanding, tolerance and respect in natters relating !o freedon of
religion or belief t

9/ see 9EEflilqlBeqglqlof the Economic and social Councit, 1985, Supplenent
No. 2 (E/1985 /221 , chap. II, sect A.

9/ See A/40136I, annex,
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8. Invlteg the secretary-ceneral- to contlnue to glve high Priorlty to
the dissemination of the text of the Declaratlon on the Ellnlnatlon of All
Forns of Intolerance and of Di€crininatlon Based on Religion or Belief in all
offlciaL languages of the United Nations, and to take all apPropriate n€asures
to tnake the texE available for use by United natlons lnfornation centres ag
eell as by other interested bodiesl

9. Requests the Secretary-General in this context to invlte interested
non-governniniif organizatlons to conaider nhat further role they could
envisage playing regardlng the dtssenlnatlon of the Declaration ln natlonal
and local languages t

10. Requests the Conmlsslon on Bunan Rights to contlnue ltg
consideration oi rneasuree to lnplement the tleclaratlon and to report, through
the Economic and soclal Council, to the General Assembly at lts forty-flrEt
Eession t

11. qes]lCes to include in the pEovislonal agenda of lts forty-flrst
sesslon the itern entitled "Elinination of all forns of religious intolerance'
and to consider the report of tbe Contrtg6ion on Funan Rights under that iten.




