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ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF H U I 4 A N RIGHTS 
Report of the Secretary-General 

I. DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OP UNITED NATIONS BODIES ADOPTED, DURING I979 
THAT AFFECT THE ADVISORY SERVICES PROGEAi-iiiE Ш THE FIELD OF Hül'-LíVN RIGHTS 

A. Commission on Human Rights ( t h i r t y - f i f t h session); Economic and Social 
Council ( f i r s t regular session, 1979) 

1. The Commission on Human Rights at i t s 1522nd meeting, on I4 March 1979? 
decided to postpone to i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h session, consideration of the item on 
advisory services i n the f i e l d of Human R i g h t s . l / The report of the Secretary-
General concerning this item, which was issued as document E/CN .4 /135O, i s 
therefore resubmitted to the Commission for i t s consideration at the current, 
session. 

2. At the same meeting, the Commission also recommended a draft resolution on . 
the "Further promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms", 2/ f o r adoption by the Economic and Social Council. During i t s f i r s t 
regular session for. 1979? the Council adopted the draft resolution recommended by 
the Commission as resolution I979/36.. Operative paragraph 11 of the resolution 
erapha,sized the value of the programme of advisory services .'п the f i e l d of human 
rights and reaffirmed that this programme should be maintained and developed'. 

Б. General Assembly (thirty-fourth session) 

3. The General Assembly i n i t s resolution 54/23O.A of 20 December 1979 
appropriated funds for the biennium I98O-I931 for technical assistance programmes 
which included funds for the programme of advisory services i n the f i e l d of human 
rights. 

1/ See O f f i c i a l Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1979. Supplement' 
N 0 . 6 TE/1979/36), Chap. XXIV, sect. B, decision I5 (XXXV). 

2/ Ibid.. Chap. I, sect. A, draft resolu.tion I I I . 
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4. i t w i l l be recalled that the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d session 
adopted resolution ЗЗ/167 i n vihich i t requested once again that the • . 
Secretary-General, \mder the programme of advisory services i n the fiel.d- of. 
human ri g h t s , give p r i o r i t y to the consideration, i n regions where no regional 
commission i n human rights e x i s t s , of seminars for the purpose of discussing the 
usefulness and s,dvisability of the esta.blishraent of regional coraiiiissions f o r the 
promotion and protection of human rights and that at least one 'such seminar 
should be organized during 1979• 

5. In response to a request conta.ined i n this resolution the Secretary-General 
prepared a report on i t s implementation (A/34/359 and Ad_d.l) which •vjas submitted 
to the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h session. Following'consideration 
of the report, the General Assembly adopted resolution 34/l71 i n v.'hich i t noted 
with s a t i s f a c t i o n that a United Nations Semino.r on the Establishment of Regional 
Commissions on Human Rights with special reference to A f r i c a \ i a s held at 
Monrovia, from 10 to 21 September 197-9.,- •"hich adopted the. "Monrovia Proposals 
for the setting up of an African Commission on Human Rights" as well as other 
conclusions and recommendations, and ercpressed the hope ths.t the recommendations 
of the Sei-ninar would be given due' consideration by the Governments and . 
organizations concerned. It reiterated i t s appeal to States i n areas \ihere 
re g ional-arrange ment s i n the f i e Id .x)f .human rights did not .yet exist tç^consider 
agreements with a view to the establishment within .their .respective regions of 
suitable regional arrangements for the promot.ion and protection of huma,n ri g h t s . 
The Secretary-General was once again requested, imder the programme of advisory 
services i n the f i e l d of human ri g h t s , to explore the p o s s i b i l i t y , vjith the 
States i n the regions concerned, of holding a. seminar as soon as possible f o r 
the purpose of discussing methods for the promotion end. protection of Ьтдтап 
rig h t s . He was further requested to report on the implementation of th i s • 
resolution to the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session. 

I I . SEMMARS 

6. The seminar referred to i n the preceding paragraph was held i n 1979 under 
tbe programme of advisory services in the f i e l d of human ri g h t s . The report 
of the seminar i s issued âs document S T / I : R / S E A . A / 5 . 

7. With regard to future seminars, the Secretary-General wishes to inform 
the Commission that at the i n v i t a t i o n of the Government of the Netherlands a 
symposium on "The Role of the Police i n the Protection of Human Rights" i s 
scheduled to be held at The Hague from 1/| to 25 A p r i l I98O. The symposium Is 
organized on a regional basis and a l l members of the Economic Commission for 
Europe are invited to participate i n the sjrmposivim. It should be noted that 
the cost f o r t h i s symposium i s e n t i r e l y defrayed by the Government of the 
Netherlands. 

8 . At i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session the Commission adopted resolution 5 (XXXV), 
paragrápü'8 of vjh'ich recoraœended tc'the Economic and-Social Council that a 
seminar be held i n I 9 8 O , "within the framework of the advisory services 
programme, on the effects of the exi s t i n g unjust international economic order 
on the economies of the developing countries,' and the• obstacle that th i s -
represents for the implementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the right to enjoy adequate standards of l i v i n g as proclaimed i n 
a r t i c l e 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Economic and 
Social Council acted upon this recommendation i n i t s decision 1979/30' 
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Subsequently", the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General i n 'its 
resolution 34/46, paragraph 10, to give through the advisory services programme 
in the f i e l d of human rights, p r i o r i t y to the holding i n 1980 of this seminar, 
as already decided by the Economic and Social Council. Preparation for this 
seminar i s now under vjay "iîith an aim to hold i t i n the P a l l of I9SO. 

I I I . PELLOWSHIPS AND TKAB^DíG COmiSES 

A. Followships; extent of particii^ation i n 1979 "orofcramme, nature of ax/ards 
and programme for 1930 

9. Under the terras of General Assembly resolution 926 ( x ) , human rights 
fellowships э.ге availo.blo to qus.lifiod candidates nominated by Member Sta-tes 
who are planning to stuó.y any subject i n the f i e l d of human rights which i s of 
concern to the United Nations (as dsfined i n United Nal ions covenants, 
declarations and resoliitions with regard to universal respect of ĥ Liman rights 
and fundajnental freedoms) provided, however", that the subject i s not one that 
f a l l s within the scope of other e:::isting technical assistance programmes or one 
for which adequate advisory assistance i s available through a specialized agency. 

10. In the selection of candidates, preference i s given to persons having 
direct r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n the f i e l d of the implementation of human rights i n 
the i r respective countries. 

11. In 1979 the Secretary-General received 72 governmental nominations for 
individ.ual human rights fellowships. Tho Socreta^ry-General has attempted to 
ensure a ЬгоаЛ d i s t r i b t i t i o n of the fellowships among the n a t i o n a l i t i e s of the 
applicants. In 1979? "i'ith the f i n a n c i a l resources available, recommendations 
were made f o r the award of 25 individual fellowships to candidates from 25 
different countries (see annex). 

12. Candidates nominated by Governments i n I979 continued to be of a high 
l e v e l as f a r as t h e i r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s were concox-ned. The recipients of 
fellowship awards included, i n p a r t i c u l a r , government o f f i c i a l s with 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the administration of justice and for drafting l e g i s l a t i o n 
as well as o f f i c i a l s of ministries of ju s t i c e , education, foreign affa.irs and 
i n t e r i o r and of the police departrae"nts. 

13. In I98O, the Secretary-General w i l l continue to provide, as a"ppro"priate, 
human rights fellowshii^s within the available f i n a n c i a l resources. 

Б. Training courses 

14. Owing to the lim i t e d funds available, Ï Ï O training co-arse was held i n 1979' 
Depending on the ava.ilability of ftmds, the Secretary-General w i l l explore with 
interested Governments the p o s s i b i l i t y of organizing training courses on human 
rights i n I 9 8 O and future years i n accordance with Commission on Human Rights 
resolution i7(X}ÍIIl) and Economic and Social Council resolution I973/14. 

IV. ADVISORY SERVICES OP EXPERTS 

15. In accordance with General Assembly i-esolution 92б(х) the programme of 
advisory services also provides for the advisory services of experts i n the 
f i e l d of human r i g h t s . Since the inception of the "programme i n 1956 only a, few 
Governments have availed themselves of these expert services.. The Secretary-General 
wishes to inform the Commission that recently an inquiry has been received from a 
Government concerning the a v a i l a b i l i t y of these expert services. The 
Secretary-General welcomes the interest e::pressed i n these services and i s pleased 
to confirm that, depending on the a v a i l a b i l i t y of funds, this component of the 
advisory services programme i s s t i l l i n existence. 
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Annex 

NAMES OP EECrPIEKT COUBTEIES АЖ) THEIR KüSPECTIVE TOPICS OF STUDY 

Country Topic of study 

I Austria 

j Barbados i 

Botswana 

; Bulgaria 

I Cuba 
i 
i 
I Ecuador 
i 

! E l Salvador 

F i j i 

Gabon 

H a i t i 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Mali 

Mauritius 

I The legal and p o l i t i c a l history of the International 
I Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l rights 

Pa.rticipation i n l o c a l ad.fflinistra,tion e.s a measure of 
promoting human rights 

Protection of human rights i n the current penaA and 
correctional concepts 

Protection of human rights i n public international law 

The dissemination of information on Human Rights 

The implementation of the international covenants on 
human rights 

Formulation and implementation of economic and s o c i a l 
rights on the basis of existing laws and instruments 

Protection of human rights and the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
human rights organizations 

Protection of the rights of the c h i l d , with special 
reference to the rights of children of refugees 

Measures to safeguard the human rights of refugees 

Protection of economic and s o c i a l rights 

Advancement of hiiman rights i n the formulation and 
implementation of economic and so c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n 

Protection of human rights i n the drafting and implementa
ti o n of l e g i s l a t i o n with s'pecial reference to methods of 
implementation at the national l e v e l of international 
conventions on h-uman rights with regard to both law and 
pra.ctice 

bnplementa-tion of the International Covenants of Human 
Eights 

Protection of huiîian rights of immigrants and resident 
aliens 

The protection of human rights i n the a.dministration of 
ju s t i c e , with special reference to periods of emergency 
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Country Topic of study 

Niger 

Peru 

Singapore 

S r i Lanka. 

United Kingdom 

United Republic 
. of Cameroon 

! Uruguay 

j Upper Volta 

Yemen Arab 
Republic 

bnpleraentation of tbe International Covenants on Human 
Rights 3 ; : 

The promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms 

Protection of human rights i n the a-drainistration of justice 

Protection of human rights i n the drafting and implementa
ti o n of l e g i s l a t i o n uith special reference to methods of 
implementation at the nationaJ l e v e l of international 
conventions on human rights with regard to both law and , 
practice 

The i n s t i t u t i o n of the Ombudsman i n the developing co\mtries 

Protection of human rights i n the administration of justice 

Rights of the c h i l d , with p a r t i c u l a r reference to the 
protection of the, rights of children placed for adoption 
a.nd of children bom out of wedlock 

The implementation of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

Legal aid and le g a l advice provisions i n c i v i l and criminal 
courts 




