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Report hy the Secretary-General 

1. At i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session, the Commission on Human Rights had before i t a 
note by the Secretary-General ( E / C N . 4 / 1 3 2 9 ) on the status of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on-
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights, and the Optiona.1 Protocol to the International Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights. 

2. By i t s resolution 6 (SQiV) of 2 March 1979, the Commission reaffirmed the 
importance of the International Covenants on Human Rights as major parts of 
international e f f o r t s to promote universal respect for and observance of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms; again invited a l l States which had not yet done 
so to become parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the International Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights as vrell as to 
consider acceding to the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l Rights; in v i t e d the States parties to the International Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights to consider making the declaration provided f o r i n 
a r t i c l e 41 of that Covenant; and requested the Secretary-General to submit to the 
Commission on Human Rights a-t i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h session a report on the status of the 
International Covenants on Human Rights and on the Optional Protocol and to include 
i n this report information on the vrork of the Economic and Sociail Council and i t s 
VJorking Group on the implementa-tion of the Internationa,! Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights. The present note v;as prepared i n response to that 
request. 

3 . Since the adoption by the Commission of resolution 6 (XX]{V), the tvjo Covenants 
v/ere r a t i f i e d or acceded to by E l Salvador, the Gambia, Iceland, India, Japan and 
Morocco. As a re s u l t , on 31 December 1979, 63 States had become parties to the 
International Covenant on jDconomic, Eocial and Cultural Rights and 6I States had 
become parties to the International Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a - l Rights. The 
l i s t of States that had signed, r a t i f i e d or aicceded to the Covenants, a.s v/ell as . 
the dates of t h e i r signature, r a t i f i c a t i o n or accession, may be found i n annexes I 
3-nd I I . Also indicated i n annex I I are the 12 Stales parties v/hich ha,ve so fa r 
made the declaration under a r t i c l e 4I of the International Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l Rights, recognizing the competence of the Human Rights Committee to • 
receive and consider communications to the effect that a State party claims that 
another State party i s not f u l f i l l i n g i t s obligations under the Covenant. The 
provisions of a r t i c l e 4 ! entered into force on 28 March 1979 i n accordance v/ith 
paragraph 2 of that a r t i c l e . 
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4. In addition, the Optional ProtoOol to the International Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l Rights v/as acceded to b y Iceland. As of 31 December 1979, 22 States 
parties to the International Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights had also 
become parties to the Protocol. The l i s t of States that had signed, r a t i f i e d or 
acceded to the Protocol, as v r e l l as the dates of t h e i r signature, r a t i f i c a t i o n or 
accession, may be found i n annex I I I . 

5. As regards the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the Sessional Working Group on the Implementation of 
that Covenant, established i n accordance v/ith Economic and Social Council 
decision 1 9 7 8 / 1 0 of 3 May 1978? held i t s f i r s t session at United Nations 
Headquarters from 17 A p r i l to 3 May 1979' At the f i r s t meeting, Mr. Klaus Tornudd 
(Finland) was elected Chairman of the Working Group by aGclamo.tion. 

6. The Working Group decided to 6.evote i t s f i r s t session to organizational 
matters, especially the formulation of i t s methods of v/ork as requested i n 
Economic and Social Council decision 1 9 7 8 / 1 0 and made recommendations on the 
subject i n i t s report (E/1979/64) "fco the Council at i t s f i r s t regular session, 1979. 
By i t s resolution 1979/43 of 11 May 1979 e n t i t l e d "Implementation of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights", the Council 
approved the methods of v/ork recommended by i t s Vforking Group. Copies of Council 
resolution 1979/43 which includes the methods of v/ork of the Sessional Working 
Group v / i l l be available to the Commission at i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h session. 

7. At the f i r s t regular session of the Covmcil to be held i n I 9 8 O , the Sessional 
Working Group v / i l l undertake the examination of reports ( E / 1 9 7 8 / 8 and Add.l to 27) 
submitted b y States parties under the f i r s t stage of the programme established by 
Council resolution I 9 8 8 ( L X ) , concerning rights covered by a r t i c l e s 6 to 9 of the 
Covenant. 

8 . The General Assembly i n i t s resolution 54/45 of 23 November 1979 v/elcomed 
the information that the Economic and Social Council has nov; f i n a l i z e d arrangements 
for the consideration of reports submitted under the provisions of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and expressed the 
hope that the Council \ / i l l take steps to consider these reports as soon as possible. 

9. As regards the implementation of the International Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l Rights, the Human Eights Committee held i t s s i x t h session at 
United Nations Headquarters from 9 to 27 A p r i l 1979? i t s seventh session at the 
United Nations Office at Geneva from 30 July to 17 August 1979 and i t s eighth 
session at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 15 to 26 October 1979» During 
these three sessions the Committee considered reports submitted by 1 2 States 
parties under a r t i c l e 40 of the Covenant, and conclu.ded consideration of 
2 communications, by adopting i t s viev/s on the merits of these cases, under 
a r t i c l e 5 (4) of the Optional Protocol. 

1 0 . The t h i r d annual report of the Human Eights Committee l / covering the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Committee at i t s sixth and seventh sessions v/as adopted at the 
conclusion of i t s seventh session on 17 Augu.st 1979• The report v/as submitted 
through the Economic and Social Council to the General Assembly at i t s 
thi r t y - f o u r t h session. Pollov/ing the decision of the Human Rights Committee at 
i t s f i f t h session to adopt i t s annual reports at the end of i t s summer sessions 
for appropriate transmission to the General Assembly through the Council i n 
compliance with the requirement of a r t i c l e 45 of the Covenant, the a c t i v i t i e s of 
the Committee at i t s October session v / i l l be covered i n i t s next annual report. 

1 / O f f i c i r l Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session, 
Supplement No. '40 (А/ЗА/АОТ. 
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11. In i t s resolution 34/45 of 23 November 1979? ''-ne General Assembly noted viith 
appreciation the report of the Hiomaxi Eights Committee on i t s sixth and seventh 
sessions and expressed s a t i s f a c t i o n at the serious aaid constructive ma,nner i n 
v/hich the Committee i s continuing to undertahe i t s functions, as v/ell as at the 
co-operation extended to the Committee by the States parties v/hich have submitted 
the i r reports under a.rticle AO of the Covenamt. The Assembly urged States 
parties i-/hich have not yet done so to submit thei r reports to the Committoe as 
speedily as possible; reouested the Secretar;f~Genercu to continue to keep the 
Human Eights Committee informed of the a c t i v i t i e s of the Comission on Human 
Eights, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Piscrimination and Protection of 
Minorities and the Committee on tho Elimination of Racial Discrimina.tion and also 
to transmit the annua,! reports of the Human Rights Committee to these bodies; 
and requested further the Secretaiy-Genera,!, i n nreparing the report mentioned 
i n decision 23 (XXXI/") of the Commiscion on Human Eights concerning the development 
of public information a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of human rig h t s , to bear i n mind the 
question of improving the p u b l i c i t j ' foi- the vrork of the Human Rights Committee. 

12. The Human Rights Committee i s scheduled to hold i t s ninth session from 
17 March to 3 A p r i l 1980 at the United Nations Office at Geneva. In i t s 
resolution 34/45? "the General Assembly noted uith due attention the recommendation 
of the Human Rights Committee regarding the holding of future meetings of the 
Committee i n developii\e countries and recjuested the Secretary-General to explore 
this p o s s i b i l i t y , taking into account the Committee's recommendation and to 
submit a report i n t h i s regard to the Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session. 
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АШ1ЕХ I 

L i s t of States which have signed, ra-tified or acceded 
to"the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Culiural "Rights 

State 

Alge r i a 
Argentina 
Au s t r a l i a 
Austria 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Byeloiiissian Soviet 

S o c i a l i s t Republic 
Canada 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa. Rica. 
Cjiprus 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
E l Salvador 
Finland 
Gambia 
German Democratic Republic 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Guinea 
Guyana 
Honduras 

Date of signature 

10 December I960 
19 February I968 

18 December 1972 

10 December 1973 

10 December 196З 

8 October 1968 

19 March 1968 

16 September I 9 6 9 

21 December I966 

19 December I966 

9 January I 9 6 7 

7 October 1968 

20 March 1968 

29 September I 9 6 7 

4 August 1967 

21 September I967 

11 October 1967 

27 March 1973 

9 October 196З 

28 February 1967 

22 August 1968 

19 December I966 

Date of receipt of 
the instrument of 
ral' i f ica.tion or • 

accession 

10 December 1975 

10 September 1978 

5 Janua.ry 1973 a/ 

21 September 1970 

12 November 1973 

19 May 1976 a/ 
10 February 1972 

29 October 1969 

29 Hovember I968 

2 A p r i l 1969 

23 December 1975 

6 January 1972 

4 January I978 a/ 
6 March 1969 

30 November 1979 

19 August 1975 

29 December 1978 a/ 
8 November 1973 

17 December 1973 

24 January 1978 

15 February 1977 

a/ A сcesБion. 
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Date of receipt of 
the instrument of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n or 

State Date of signature. accession 

Hungary 25 March 1969 17 January 1974 

I c e l a n d 3 0 December I 9 6 S 22 August 1979 

India 10 A p r i l 1979 a/ 
Ira,n 4 A p r i l 1 9 6 З 24 June 1975 

Iraq 18 Pebru.ary I 9 6 9 25 January 1971 

Ireland 1 October 1973 

Israel 19 December I966 

I t a l y 18 January I 9 6 7 15 September 1978 

Jamaica 19 December I966 3 October 1975 

Jap3,n 3 0 May 1978 21 June 1979 

Jordan 30 June 1972 28 May 1975 

Kenya 1 May 1972 a/ 
Lebanon 3 November 1972 a/ 
Li b e r i a 18 A p r i l 1967 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 15 May 1 9 7 0 a/ 
Luxembourg 26 November 1974 

Madagascar 14 A p r i l 1 9 7 0 22 September 1971 

M a l i 16 July 1 9 7 4 a/ 
Malta 22 October I968 

Mauritius 12 December 1973 a/ 
Mongolia 5 June 196a 18 November 1974 

Morocco 19 January 1977 3 May 1979 

Netherlands 25 June 1969 11 December I978 ' 

Nev; Zealand 12 November I968 28 December I978 

Norviay 2 0 March 1968 13 September 1972 

Panama 27 July 1976 8 March 1977 

Peru 11 August 1977 28 A p r i l 1978 

Philippines 19 December I966 7 June 1974 

Poland 2 March 1967 18 March 1977 

Portugal 7 October 1976 31 July 1978 

Romania 27 June 1968 9 December 1974 

Rvranda 16 A p r i l 1975 a/ . 
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State 

Senegal 
Sps.in 
Suriname 
Svíeden 
Syrisja Arab Rerjublic 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia 
Ulcrainian Soviet 

S o c i a l i s t Republic 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 

Republics 
United Kingdom of Great 

B r i t a i n and Northern 
Ireland 

United Republic of Tanzania 
United States of America 
Urugua.y 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire 

Date of signature 

6 July 1970 

28 September 1976 

29 September I967 

30 A p r i l 1968 

20 March 1968 

18 March 1968 

16 September 19̂  

5 October 1977 

21 February I967 

24 June 1969 

8 August 1967 

Date of receipt of 
the instrument of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n or 

accession 

13 February 1978 

27 A p r i l 1977 

28 December 1976 a/ 
6 December 1971 

21 A p r i l 1969 a/ 
8 December 1978 a/ 
18 March 1969 

12 November 1973 

16 October 1973 

20 May 1976 

11 June 1976 a/ 

1 A p r i l 1970 

10 May 1978 

2 June 1971 

1 November 1976 a/ 
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State 

Algeria 
Argentina 
A u s t r a l i a 
Austria h,/ 
Ba.rhados 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Byelorussian Soviet 

S o c i a l i s t Repuhlic 
Canada Ь/ 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cyprus 
CzechoslovaJcia 
Denmark b/ 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egjrpt 
E l Salvador 
Finland Ъ/ 
Gambia 
German Democraiic Republic 
Germany, Federal Republic of Ъ/ 
Guinea 
Guyana 
Honduras 

LfLJ-l .,9.,̂' signature 

10 December I96O 

19 FebOT.ary I968 

18 December 1972 

10 December 1973 

10 December I96O 

8 October 1 9 6 З 

19 Ilarch 1968 

16 September I 9 6 9 

21 December I966 

19 December I966 

19 December I966 

7 October 1968 

20 March I96S 

4 A p r i l 196З 

4 August 1967 

21 September I967 

11 October 1967 

27 March 1973 ' 

9 October 196З 

28 February I967 

22 August 1968 

19 December I 9 6 6 

Date of „3^6ceipt of 
the_ ^ins_trument_ _of 
r a t i f iccitjœ or 

accession 

10 September 1978 

5 January 1973 a/ 

21 September 1970 

12 ïTovember 1973 

19 Hay 1976 a/ 
10 February 1972 

29 October 1969 

29 November 1968 
2 A p r i l 1969 

23 December 1975 

6 January 1972 

4 January 1978 a/ 
6 March 1969 

30 November 1979 

19 August 1975 

22 March 1979 a/ 
8 November 1973 

17 December 1973 

24 January 1978 

15 February 1977 

a/ Accession. 
b/ Made the declaration under a r t i c l e 4I of the Covenant. 



E/CF,4/1376 
Annex I I 
page 2 

Date of receipt of 
the instrument of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n or 

State Date of signature accession 
Htingary 25 March 1969 17 January 1974 
Iceland b/ 30 December I968 22 August 1979 

India 10 A p r i l 1979 a/ 
Iran 4 A p r i l 1968 24 June 1975 
Iraq 18 February I 9 6 9 25 January 1971 
Ireland 1 October 1973 

I s r a e l 19 December I 9 6 6 

I t a l y Ъ/ 18 January I967 15 September 197S 
Jamaica 19 December I966 3 October 1975 
Japan 30 May 1973 21 June 1979 
Jordan 30 June 1972 28 May 1975 
Kenya 1 May 1972 a/ 
Lebanon 3 November 1972 a/ 
Li b e r i a 18 A p r i l 1967 

Libyan Arab Jajnahiriya 15 Hay 1970 a/ 
Luxembourg 26 November 1974 

Madagascar 17 September I 9 6 9 21 June 1971 

M a l i 16 July 1974 a/ 
Mauritius 12 December 1973 a/ 
Mongolia 5 June 1968 18 November 1974 

Morocco 19 January 1977 3 May 1979 

Netherlands Ъ/ 25 June 1969 11 December 1973 

Nevr Zealand b/ 12 November I968 28 December 197S 

Norv/ay Ъ/ 20 March 1968 13 September 1972 

Panama 27 July 1976 8 March 1977 

Peru 11 August 1977 28 A p r i l 1978 

Philippines 19 December I 9 6 6 

Poland 2 March 1967 18 March 1977 

Portugal 7 October 1976 15 June 1973 

Romania 27 June 1968 9 December 1974 

Rwanda 16 A p r i l 1975- a/ . 



state 

Senegal 
Spain 
Suriname 
Sweden _b/ 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia 
Ulcrainian Soviet 

S o c i a l i s t Republic 
Union of Soviet 

S o c i a l i s t Republics 
United Kingdom of Great 

B r i t a i n and Northern 
Ireland Ъ/ 

United Republic of Tanzania 
United Sta.tes of America 
Uriiguay 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire 

Da,te of signature 

б July 1970 

28 September I976 

29 September I 9 6 7 

30 A p r i l 1968 

20 March 1968 

18 March 1968 

16 September I968 

5 October 1977 

21 February I967 

24 June 1969 

8 August 1967 
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Date of receipt of 
the instrument of 
rat; i f i c a t i o n or 

accession 

13 February 1973 

27 A p r i l 1977 

28 December 1976 a/ 
б December I97I 

21 A p r i l 1969 a/ 
21 December I978 a/ 
18 March 1969 

12 November 1973 

16 October 1973 

20 May 1976 

11 June 1976 a/ 

1 A p r i l 1970 

10 May 1978 

2 June 1971 

1 November 1976 a/ 
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AlWEX I I I 

L i s t of States vjhich have signed, r a t i f i e d or acceded to the 
Optional_ Protocol to the, Interm on C i v i l and, 

P o l i t i c a l Rights 

Pate of receipt of 
the instrument of 
r3 , t i f i c a t i o n or 

State Date of signature 3.ccession 

Austria 10 December 1973 

Barbados 5 January 1973 a/ 
Canada 19 May 1976 a/ 
Colombia 21 December 19,66 29 October 1969 

Costa Rica 19 December I966 29 November I968 

Cyprus 19 December I966 

Denmark 20 March 1968 6 January 1972 

Dominican Republic 4 January 1978 a/ 
Ecuador . 4 A p r i l 1968 6 March 1969 

E l Salvador 21 September I967 

Finland 11 December I967 19 August 1975 

Guinea 19 March 1975 

Honduras 19 December I966 

Iceland 22 August 1979 a/ 
I t a l y 30 A p r i l 1976 15 September 1978 

Jamaica 19 December I966 3 October 1975 

Madagascar 17 September I969 21 June 1971 

Mauritius 12 December 1973 a/ 
Netherlands 25 June 1969 11 December I978 

Horv/ay 20 March 1968 13 September 1972 

Panama 27 July 1976 8 March 1977 

Peru 11 August 1977 

Portugal 1 August 1978 

Philippines 19 December I966 

a/ Accession. 
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State 

Senegal 
Suriname 
Sweden 
Uruguay 
Venezuela-
Zaire 

Date of signature 

б July 1970 

29 September I967 

21 February I967 

15 November 1976 

Date of receipt of 
the instrument of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n or 

accession 

13 February 1973 

28 December I976 a/ 
б December 1971 

1 A p r i l 1970 

10 May 1978 

1 November 197^ a/ 




