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OSEIIIOX OF PEAC8, STABILITI AND O{PENATION IN SOUIE-BIST ASIA

I hrve Ure honour to tranardt to lrou herewlth a Ietter dated 15 Septenbe! 1982
fro[ gla E callrrFy tlr. Phoun€ sipaaeut, Degrty Prln€ uinlater and tllnlater for
iloraign Mfairs of thc Iao Peoplers DerDcratic ltepublic. addle8aed to llte ir
E(call€rElo3 lhe l|lni3!€rs for troreign Nfairs of the f,ive nenb€! countries of
A8EAN concelning neasuree for solvlng the probleDs of south-Ea8t AsIa (annex Il and
a at t€nant by Hl8 &rceuency tlr. gun sen' vice-Presldent of the Council of
ttlnisters and ltlnlster for Forelgn Affatra of the ltoPle r s Epubllc of l(anFrchea
(rnnrx III .

I ahould be gratcful If you Pould have thls letter and itE .ttrchment8
circulat d rr an offlclal docurcnt of the Gen€ttl Assenbly under ilera 20 and 35 of
thr provlstonal rg€Bda.
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AI{NEI( I

I have a gnrat pleaaure to inforrn you, otr belralf of

the t'oreign tlini.sters of the Socialist Republic of viet lialll,

the People! s Republic of Karnpuchea and in my capacity as

!'oreign lttinJster of the Lao Peoplers l)ernocratic Republic, Lhat

an atnosphere of dia).ogrre and detente has been setting irr the

relatiorrs betwer:n our countrics oving to the efforts of tltt:

countr.:ies irr tltr: r(|a atrd marry peaceloviug tr Liurrs itt tltt'

rrorld ' The proposals for peace put forr.tard by the cott1't'rt'nctr

of Vietnamese, Lao ancl Kanpuchean Foreign !1j-..i sters ort Jtrly 7r

1982 and the withdrawal of a part of Vietnanese troot)s fronr

Kampuchea are wclcomed by vorld opltrjorr. What is lr(lart'joirrg

for us is that the Asearr countries also find thr:re ll(rvr elenrcnts

and exprese thelr Lntention to carry on ritudyilrg tht.]sr-' pr<-rpo-

saIs.

With the deslre to boost cotrciliation arrd coopcr;rtion

between the tt/o groups (Jf countriesl f wish to t)xlratiatc olt

the recent proposals of the three Indgchinese courrtni('s.

I. Chlnats policy of hegernouy ls thc rna.j<tr thrtaL Lo

the three Indochinese countries, and at the s:rne tittte tllr: na-

jor threat to peace and stability in south-East '{sia' T}tc rea-

I lities of the past three years have shoun that China strjvcs

)
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to oppose dialogue and recorrciliation between the Aaean and

fndochinese countrieB, lt l.$ deternlned to resort to. niLitary
Eeans - through the pol pot cllque _ to oppose the revival of
the Kanpuchean people, and at the same tirue, it is oueterjng
its troops atong the border to put prea.ure to bear on vietnarr
and Laosi 1t ig foetering Vjetnane€e, Lao and Ka[pucheen reac_
tionary elements for Lnterventionlst and eubversive a()tivities
with a vicw to over.throrrj ng the legal governments of those
three countrres; rt is urging other countries to encrr.cle and

isolate thenr and strjvJng to naintain tenalon in South_tiast
Aeia.

The presence of Vletnaareee troop€ in Xanpuchea ir:
aimed at countenlng thle thneat by China. A rrumber of Asean

couutrles aleo realise that the Kampuchean problem is essen-
tially one betveen Chlna and the fndochinese courrtries, and

not betyeen the Agean and Irrdochlnesc countries.
The three Irrdochlnese countries clearly understan<l

the concern of the Asean couotr.ies for the withdrawal of al.l
vietnamege troops from Kaopuchea. The concera of ure thFec
fndochinese countrles ls to end Chinats threat to th(,m. lve

hoLd that the th!.ee fndochinese and the five lsean couutries
shouLd heed the concern and legltlnate lntere.sts of each other
slde. fn the pa€t three years the Asean countries only askr:rl
for the unl.latenal ulthdraval of Vletnamese troop.s from I

t
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Kampuchea, but did no heed the securlty I'ntet'eata of the three

fndochtneee countries. we aFe ready to oeet th€ concern of the

A€€an countries of the rlthdralal of Vietnaoese troops from

Ksnpuchea; should the interests of the three Indochinesc coun-

tries ln endisg Chinars threat be det' The three fndochinese

countr.:lee have proposed to China to elelr treatlea of non-ag-

gneaaion and non-lntervention. Horevett eo far there has been

no poeltive reaPonse on the part of Chlna'

2. The Thai side regarde the presence of unlts of the

vietntme€€ army near uhe Kaopuchea-thalland border as a threat

to Thallandrs aecurlty. lteanrhLle, Kampucheal Vletnam and Laoa

consLder: the use of Thal terribory by China and the Pol Pot

cli.que togetheF rlth other reactionatly Khner forces against the

revlval of the kanpuchean peopte a conatant threat to the secu-

rity of Kampuchea and other Indochineee courrtries'

The realitles of the paet three years havr: shovn that

the presence of Vietnanese trooPs in Kampuchea does not threaten

in any vay thailandre aecurity. llany a t irne the l'haL side has

stated that thette is no need to eign non-aggresaion treatles

betueen thailand and th€ three IndochLneee countrles since there

La no danger of eggresaion by Vl'etn.! agalnet Thailaud' Ou the

contraryr the actLvities of th€ Pol' Pot clique and other Khme n

reactionarl.ecbasedlnthailandhav€aerl'oualythreatenedKam-

pucheare accuflty, caual.ng a contl'nually explosive sltuation on
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the Thalland - Kanpuchea bonder. The ,ec€nt founding of a so_

called trlpartite coalition goverrunent ls ained at helplng the
Pol Pot clique and other Khrer reactlonaries atep up activitles
againat the Peoplers Republlc of Kampuchea, underminLng the re_
vival of the Kanpuchean people, and aggrGvatlng the tenaion on

the Kanpuchea-Tha:tland border. To raintain and to give lt their
euPlortr the Asean countriee cannot avoid rurrning further coun_

ter to thelr objective of ,,founding a polltLcal eolution,r as de_

claned by themselves. Thl.s niLl create a dalgerous antecedeDt
for foneign intervention againat independent and sovereign na_

tiona and vl.olating the prlnciples of the U.N. chartef aDd the
Non-Aligned Movement.

We deem lt neces8ary to heed the sccurity jnterests
of Thailqnd, and at th€ aatre trne to heed the security interc)€ta
of Kanpuchea. To thLs end, there ehould be effective lreasurrcs

to check the use of the ter.rltory of one country agalnst the
other. Proc€edilg fron this baaic stand, the people,s Reprrblic
of Kampuchea proposed in July l98O to estab]ish a denititarised
zone al0ng the Karnpuchea - Thalrand border, but the Thai sirre
did not agree, aayLng that lt cannot wlthdrav its troops from
a par.t of its o|,n territor:y.

At th6 ,tecent Coofenence of the Lao, Kampuchean and

YLetna'rese Forclgn Minietere, the three rndochi.ese cou.trics
took notLce of ThaLlandre stand on a demllitarised zone and put

I
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forvand a u€u prr.rpoaal to set up a saf('ty zone along the

l(anpuchea - Thailand border. Thia proPosaL meets thaiLandrs

concero that troopa of the Thal Kingdol should trot wjthdraw

fron e patt of ita territory. Ihe nev proposal orly asks Fot'

the vlthdraval of forces rhich do rrot belong to Thailand or

the Peoplets Republic of Karyuchea frou the nefcty zone' The

thre€ fndochi.nese countries vol..:e thelr readlneas to discuss

and neach agreencnt rrf.th the Thal eJde orr such dolrcr(tl''r rnat-

tcFa ar the ridth of the safety zonr:, tlte rscoPr, of victrrantcs"

trooPa rl.thdraral froru the Kanrpuchea - Thallarrd bortlt:r as

rcll a8 the agreenent on the tranefer of the lol-Potlst and

other Khraer reacttonarlea and rcfug€e camps fer fron thirt

borderl the three fndochiltese cotrntntea deern it treccssary to

agnre on a forn of lnternatl.onal supervisiorr of the safcty

ZO ll€ r

1'o shot{ theln good-rl.ll, the P(loPle I s Rr:prtl.t1i c t' l'

li,anpuchea and the Socialist Republlc of Vletnan havr: of latc

aude a flnst step by unl lateral'Iy rlthdt.aring soxrc urrits of

Yietneoes6 troopa fron Kampuchea. ff the Thai side gives a

post.tJve Feaponae to thie good-rlLl actl tlrc Pcoplcrs R|pu-

bllc of l(anpuchea and the SoclalLst Republl.c of virtnam will

rlthdrar lor€ unlta of Vletntnese trlooPs fron Xampuchea'
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In case Thalland refugee to establlsh the safety zone,

the three Indochlnese countrl.e€ are ready to dlscuss and rcach

agreenent |'ith the Thai side on eny measure to strictl.y respect

the Kanpuchea - Thailand border and aa vell ag any meaaure ln-
cluding a form of lnternational superviaion to ensut.e p€aco and

stability there.

Ilany a tinre the Peoplers Republic of Kanpuchua has

stated that the agreenent on this qucstiorr is not rclatr:rl to ttrr:

de-jure recognitlon of each other. The peoplers Republic of Kaqr-

puchea wlll not let the question of nutua]' recognitiol hjrrder

the dlscuasion and agneenent on the safety zonr:. l'he rcal.itlcs
of the past 30 years have shot{n tllat the Unit,ed States arrrl Thai-

land have sj.gned ldjth Vjernam and ChJ.na thc I961-f962 ceneva

Agreement on Laos, and tlr.: UnJted Stabes and Victnaru lravcr sigtl-
ed the Panis Agreement on Vj.etnarn in 1973 witlrout subseqr.cnt

mutual recognitl on.

3. The Asean countries havc stood For the co venjrrg of
an international conference Ln the U.N.O, franework to settle
the Kanprrchea problen. They have unilaterally couverred thjs con-

ference ln diaregard of the three fndochinese courrt|,iesr proteBt.
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Ttrls is an imPoslti.on fron onc sl.le. The thnec Indochj nese

countries have put forwafd a propoeel to convcne a regional

conference betreen the tvo grouPs qf AaeaD tnel Inrlloclri ese

countrles. Thl-s ha€ not been agreed by the Alcen counorles

and such regl.onal confercnce ha8 not been convened '

The realltles of the psat three yeare have lholn that

an international conference I's fruitful only rhen tt ls agreed

and particJpated by the dinectl'y rel.t€d pentlec' tlre Interna-

tLonal contbrerrE convelcd by the u.N.o. llr July 19El otly r:nded

llr an lfip.rssc. tr/i th clr.: goodwlll to fllrrl arr | 8:rrrr: for tltis alr-

nornral situatlon, anrJ taklng lnto conrrLdetatlon tlrrt Acrlan coutt-

triesr proposal for an internatlonal conferenc€ arld tllr: ihrec

fndochinese countrlesr proposal fon a reglonsl cotrferetrcr:, thcr

recelrt conference of Vietnaarese, Leo and l(ao|puchea'| lioreIgt|

liinisters put forward a propoeal tor an LnteFnatlorral cont-erutrce

on South-East AsJa l{ith the particlPatron of ntn€ coutttr{rta in-

slde and 6ix others outer'.dc the area (the nine f,orucr anc the

three Indochinese countrieel the five Asean courrtrlcs aDd lJurna;

thesixlatteraretheSovietUnionrthcUnlte<lStntt:s;Chlnal

Francer ltritain and Intlia ) .

Thie conference wl.ll be convened otrly ulrcrt allrlreurftrt

i6 reached between the dir€ctly releted counGrir:gr l 'e' bhe

Agean and the Indochines€ countrles, on the conPos{ tlon of par-

ticlpantB, agenda, place and tl're of thc confgrence '
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Regarding the co,IpoBition of particlpants, the r.e nay

be disagreenEnt on the coutrtrles taking part, particularly on

the repneaentatron of Kanpuchea. r thrnk that thi6 matter can

be discucged and a fonnula acceptable to all can be found. ft
should not hinde! the convenlng of the conference. The three
Indochinrs€ countnleg rr€lcome the U.I.O. contrlbutlon to peace

and atabillty ln South-ljast Aeia. But the U.N.O. maintenance

of the Pol ?ot genocldul clique has inhibited its positivc role.
Conde?ning the agenda, there mny be also disagrr:erEent.

I think that the Confenence can dlscuee all the prublern lrr Che

region faiacd by each side on the pritclple of cornplctc r:qrraLi_

ty. For u8 there are nrauy yays! an agreed agenda, atr opel aiaen_

da, or an ag€nda ylth agreedl-upon problems arld opr:n_(jnded pro_

bl,ems.

About tlrr: placc, f thjnk that the confere:rrc<-. ciro rrlet
Ln a South-Ea8t Aalatr courrtry, a neutral coutrtry in i\sia ()r,

Europe, nay be Rangoon, l{ev Delhi, paris, stockrrorrn, vicrrrr,;r, ns

agreed by the tuo groups of countrl.es.

,As for the time of the Conference, f ttrink that ther

problenr of peace end stabillty ln South-Uast /1sla are nost ur-
gent and nced to be aettled the soonen th€ bctter. Thereforu f
thlnk that Lt chould be convened Ln the last three months of
this year or eanly next year.
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4. The realitles of the past three years have shown

that the rlsean and Indochinese countries have a greatest con-

mon interest to m.rintairt peace, stability arld cooPeracion j-rl

this region. The disagreemerrts between the trdo groups of court-

tries can perfectly be settled through dialogu<: and rrcgotia-

tion on the following pri.nciples :

1. Mutual respect of each otherts legiLirnate jntcrests;

2. Equality and mutual agreemeutr without any irtrposj-

tion whatsor:ver and without interfercnce frorrt out-

side.

I arn very gla<t that a diaLogue has now been establish-

ed between the two groups of courttries irr Souttr-East \sia' f

hope that the tuo sides will further strive to mailrtaitr ;rtrd pro-

lrote the presetlt atmosphere of detente and dialogue, at le st

not to do anythirrg to deterjorate the situatiolr. f a-I$o lropc

that all the countries outaidc the area uhiclr wislr to lravc peacc

and stabiljty in South-East Asia xill <.lo likewise so as to cte-

ate favotrrable conditions for the exchanges of vicws wi Llt a spi-

rit of understanding and co-operation, and steP to settlc all

problems in the relations betveen the two groups of counbries

and regional issues. It is aLso our hope that ttle U'li'o' will

make a positive contribution to the cause of pt:acc and stabjli-

ty in South-East Asi a.
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Wtth this apinlt f eirrcerely hope mone unrterstanding

for the thtree fndochinese countriesr proposal. l{e suggest a

meeting to exchange viens between the countries in this area,

or betveen representatlve of the t|,o groups of countrjes in the

inmediate duning the comlng 37th seeslon of the U.N,O. Genenal

Aesernbly.

I take thls opportunity to assure your Excellerrcy of
ny highest consideratlon.

(Signed): Phoune STPASIIUTI|,

Vice President of thc Council of
lllni sters trlinistr'r of Forr:igrr
Affairs, Lao Peop1r: t s Democratic
Republ ic .
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ANNIX TI

HU}I SENIS INTERVIEI{ VITH SPK

@-1 3

Ihe Edl8oclt seancr ln Keilchee ls tofng to etd soqr. Wtl] ycrl pl€ase 
'glve a g€net€l assessErt of, the ortr€nt sltuatlrn tn K:a$rcl€a ?

&ser:
In ccnparlsat wlth the ncnltocn seascn ln lF1r th€ E(nsoctt seasln ,n-

1982 marked i n* step of setback cn the pert of the Pol PoB - Istg SanrKh 1eu

sanFhan crlque *rd crt'trir Khner r€ectlanarfei cuppcft€d by B€Urng and t{arblng-
t.n ln thelr nanceuw€ of gabotage dld f@tttng trcuble. Alcng th€
KanFrcbea - thal bcder, aU thelr land - SFbbtnB rald3 rrer€ nepell€d'
l,ns Ll€ Kaetrrchea, a rr.d€r of nundeGro[d amytr 8r'qrP8 plant€d by rrc
en€oiF luve been det€ct€d and wlled ant by th€ Kelttrrch6sl tEvo:'utlcnsry
artgd ftrceg.

Wlth the security grd salal cder cbvlorsly 141'orgd 'ttre 
Karyrchean

p€ople ar€ enttrrrs last lially bocBttng thotr product lctr. DI€ to betta.t dls-
trlbutldt o,f raln, crop ls e(pect€d to hdr3 e b€tt€r yteld tfran t'hat oT.
Last year. In splte of dlfftcltltle! tttu tlcln8 KaryIch€a' trrEer or sEr-
vatlot no tcnger pc8es any Ulreat to qrr people. Hcre than Elter befcrE t
the slaratlcn ln Karflpuchea ls trrelrer8lble.

grs@:
Be{lnB and B€ngkck sald that, ttre Vletnalse rlth&'*tal of tro4s

ln July ms a fake, ncrt e reel wlthdr*ral. Can ycu glve s@ c@rts cn
tttts ?

@:
lfren .ttre Peopleb Rep.rbllc of Kafiplchca and the Sclal lst neFbllc of

vtet Nan mde jlrrbi lc ttre'lr dects tor to take a ftr|st rteP by r|llltdretlrlg psrt
of VietnaDese fbrces in KaDFlchea ln cr&r to sh(l' th€tr SoodttU, - 

th€y
rcJect€d thts 86tur€ even- befde the r.ltJi(tsatal dld talte place.. -Later' .
r,rhen we really iatTled dlt thls rltldranal ' cn t$€ cne hand they dlstcrt'ed
the tnrth in i:he wold $bllc optnl(rl by ciylng tlat tt ms a false rtlt'h-
dt'atal rrlth a vl6, to oi:ntatn l;e tlre Ptf pi't ct tqrc cn the lntsrrratlcnal-
alrena, cn the obher hand they stipped up acttvltJrs of Pc}Eholg8lcal warr?t€
lns lj& f'etrlcftea aueglng tttat Vl€t NaB t{e! fcrc€d by lnt€t'natl'cnar Pressore
to ruI1 cut rts trood ficn fenprchea. hlt I a etter of tEctr to Elulcng
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of people throtFhcut the world who harre seen nc,t lcn plctut es of tfp wlur_
,qlry*,1d to tire KaDpuchean people $rho have act,icnally bid gcodbye io 

-*,"f.
IlfHAts" ?19ft9rc,. thb wlthdfasat uas a de@cnsrratl(n of the stiengtn of
-t_*^t:1! :ggTl.ty beEle€n the thnpuctrean and Vletnarese p€op1es. me fangr-
fl Tl_TY9iut*olary ?ryy gltlus lEstlaJ.Iy r.et terred tne vblnaiese f tsbters
1n the t6sk of def€ndlng thetr eentr?'handed crrer by tf,em. Thjs G thetruth that no slandercus aUegatlans cin blur. ttr:s partiaf 'witfrar*raf 

oftrootre also prd,ed tJra! all ti'e atteopts to r.efoi.se tire i ituaticr :n faunr-
:ln$l: fbited,-but B€l-Jlns ana thi por pbi irrere are rrytne ro djsttrr
Ene Eruth and nblead qtgl lc oplnlcn to the ext€nt that the- pof pot cl iquels winnlng vlctcrree, in:s 19 ies tenea tJ-r<eep 

- 
its seat at ue Irnlt€d Natlqrs.

fuestlm 3 :

The so-called ttc€L ltlan CovemDstt of Dedccrat lc Kanpjchean has c@lnto,.(rstence fcr nearry thFee Dolths rw Jri 
- 
yor prease Dake sG c@ntscn tJrls ntiovernn€nt'r 

?

.Argner :

Th€ r€atlt tes of the past three mcnths I have proved ttrat olr ar,s€ss@nt
:gl tq. the beglnn lng was ccr€ct. It $ ;d,ftlJlg- but a uask oesJgned'to'
:5 up-!q" t.eryEn4lt 

-face of the sirclaat po] pA, - Iens Sarv - frr:eu
nalrpnan- cL lque. E(te!t1rl:ly.. -the BelJtng JtlletB, tn colludtng wiur ttc U.S.rnperlallsts, nade r:ae of af,is rrg6ft"f,r"1trri -3o'Ueart:fy 

ure-sangu lI ary '
,Tc,If .o.f_'Deoeatic Katrrchean tn 

"t;tt;,rea-to Dalntatn it€ seat a! the
un lEeo Nattcts and othep lntetnatlatal foruni. Intematly, tlre pot pot _ Ieng
P,"y-- Kt+* sartphln g.eclitlcnerl Dake us€ of- lt to fool the K@plche€nsand to sedrce t$€o bto relrto.lng ttre pr.cvfolg gei;l.d"l Gilc.'----
-__ jlt Ure Ka!trtehean .peopl6 r{ho were the victttrs c,f the gencc lda} crl-
!f|' ato have e(perl€need ovln ttrre iear.s of iivh6 unOer f,he r.eglre of!n€

H-l*1fi,qg, Ns,, uqe atT:;':rl:r::f,$"-ffiffi ffi,J"il8 H'
L.:*+:g3 att€r bc{'€ ntsled tnto fofrorfn! rhe pot por - ren! Sara _

F'ffi "ffi :il"itli #"::il11"S:"=ffi jf , ff":i#',3;i,Fffi %3#:"tuIl nl€ht of G tt lzensh lp.

- .. To all ttrese people, I ceen it neeessary to reafflJE again the pol tcy
3:.1f".:"31"'" fepulrii or-rarirar-,iu iJ-r6rTi"J', rhase Karpucheals r{ho ar€!t,!rr rn Ene ranks of the pol pct _ fs,tg Sary _ Khteu Sanphin clique, or
:*lllf!.+.9lrectry tr rnafr.ectrv wiin-u.,&" n oppelrs ro the revlval
y._ yn9 n?{pucnean people and tn serirlng the schemes'bf trr6 Or:nese neg€-
HfF l{^_lq^}:?F ttr" r*r*" of tr.rd-pJ-pot 

'I.r"r,e 
sary - Khreu saiplran(.rrqrer teas€ .oltaboratlng wlth th€m, rcspeet .ttre dcnstitutfcn of thlre.p19'" Feptrbl lc of KaEprahea, 

"f-fr u. 
"nliiied 

ro enjoy theLF rlghr of clti_
*llll,!F_"gt to_and stgli rc|: eiJciicn-ln-trre ry€e sgleral erecrlcns
_t s t'r.trualeq by ttre Ccnst lult icn. Ftre j€n obser,\rer€ w{r 1 

-b€ fuivlted toHlureas the Eenerral electlcns :n 'fairplfrea. -- --

I

Phncn Penh, Septemben 18, 1982.




