
UNITED NATIONS 

E C O N O M I C 
A N D 
SOCIAL COUNCIL 

D i s t r . 
G E N E R A L 

E/CN.4/1368 

15 December 1979 

Orig ina l 5 E N G L I S H 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN R-IGHTS 
T h i r t y - s i x t h session 
Item 11 of the prov is iona l agenda 

FURTHER PROMOTION А1ГО ENCOURAGEMEITT OP HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND FUNDAffimi FREEDOMS, INCLUDniG THE QUESTION OF 
THE PROGRAMME А1ГО METHODS OF V/ÓRK OF THE COMMISSION; 
ALTERITATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THE 
UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM FOR IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVE 
ENJOYMENT'OF НШШ|'RIGHTS AND FUITOAMENTAL FREEDOMS 

Report of the Secretary-General prepared pursuant to 
paragraph 2 of Commission on Hiiman Rights 

resolut ion 23 (XXXV) 

CONTENTS 

Paragraphs Page 

INTRODUCTION 1 - 2 3 

Chapters 

I . EXISTING ACTIVITIES 3 - 2 ? 4 

A. Department-of Publ ic Information , 3 - 2 4 4 

1. Radio and V i sua l Services 3 - 6 4 

(a) Visual Service 3 - 4 4 

(b) Radio Service 5 - 6 4 

2, External Relations D i v i s i on 7 - 1 8 5 

(a) Information Centres Service 7 - 8 5 

(b) Information Support Section 9 - 1 1 5 

(c) Education Information Programme 
Section 12 6 

(d) V is i to i -s ' Section and Publ ic 
Inquiries Unit I 3 6 

~~ (e) Special Projects Unit I4 - I 6 6 

(f) Non-governmental Organizations 
Section 1 7 - 1 8 7 

GE.79-13973 



E/OT.4/1368 
page 2 

Paragraphs Page 

3. Press and Publ icat ions D iv i s ion 1 9 - 2 3 7 

4. D i v i s i on for Economie and Soc ia l 
Information 24 ^ 

B. D i v i s i on of Huj-лап Rights 25 - 27 8 

I I . PUTUP̂ E ACTIVITIES ШСЫШШО PROPOSALS FOR 
FURTHER DEVEL0P№1TT 28 - 50 Ю 
A. Department of Publ i c Information 2 8 - 5 0 Ю 

1. Radio and V isua l Services 

D i v i s i on 2 8 - 3 0 10 

(a) V i sua l Service 28 Ю i¡ 

(b) Radio Service 2 9 - 3 0 Ю 

2. Ex ten ia l Relations D iv i s i on 3 1 - 4 0 Ю 

(a')' Information Centres Services 3 1 - 3 2 

(b) Infon-iation Support Section 33 

(c) Education Infomation Prograi:ime 
Section 34 11 

(d) V i s i t o r s ' Section and Publ ic 
Inquir ies Unit 35 - З6 H 

(e) Special Projects Unit 37 H 
(f ) Non-govemiiiental Organizations 

Section 3 8 - 4 0 11 

3. Press and Publ icat ions D iv i s i on 4I - 44 12 

• 4 . - • ' D i v i s i o n for Economic'and Soc ia l 
Information 45 12 * 

3 . D i v i s i on of Hwjan Rights 46 - 50 12 



E/CÏÏ .4 / 1 3 6 8 

page 3 

I H T R O D U C T I O K 

1. In i t s reso lu t ion 23 (XXXV) adopted on 14 March 1979, the Conriission on 
Huinan Rights , be l i e v ing that progress i n the pronotion of respect for and protection 
of human r i gh t s i s ass isted by a favourable world publ ic opinion and bearing i n nind 
i t s work on the question of further prouotion and encouragenent of huiuan r ights and 
fundai'iiental freedoms, urged a l l Governments to consider act ion to give pub l i c i t y to 
United Nations a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of human r i gh t s , wi th pa r t i cu la r reference to 
the work of the Connission on Human Rights . The Comiission also requested the 
Secretary-General to take a l l appropriate measures further to develop public 
information a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of huxian r i ghts and, with th i s purpose i n nind, 
to present a report to the t h i r t y - s i x t h session of the Comiss ion on Hui:ian Rights 
containing a suiimiary of the ex ist ing, publ ic in fomat ion a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of 
human r i gh ts and proposals for the i r further development. In i t s resolut ion 34/45 
on the Internat ional Covenants on Hunan Rights adopted on 23 November 1979, the 
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General, i n preparing the report neritioned 
i n reso lu t ion 23 (XKXV) of the Conmiission on Hunan Rights concerning the development 
of pub l i c infori ' iation a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of human r i gh t s , to bear i n nind the. 
question of improving the pub l i c i t y fo r the work of the Huunan Rights Couinittee. 

2. Pursuant to the above-mentioned request of the Connission, the Secretary-
General organized in ter -Secre tar ia t consultat ions, as we l l as in ferna l consultations 
wi th representatives of non-govemnenta-l organizations and the media. In accordance 
wi th the request of the Coonission and i n the l i g h t of the above-nentioned 
consul tat ions, the Secretary-General submits the fo l lowing report to the Commission 
on Ншпап Rights . 
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I . EXISTING ACTIVITIES 

A. Department of Publ ic Infomation 

1' lladio and V isua l Service с 

(a) V i sua l Service 

3. The V i sua l Service covers United ITations-rolated developments i n the f i e l d of 
human r ights on video^ f i lm and photos. This coverage'usually consists of 
h ighl ights of meetings of the Corii'iission on Human Rights and re la ted de l iberat ions 
i n other organs, inc lud ing the General Assembly, y i t h respect to huinan ri¿^ts 
issues such as r a c i a l d iscr iminat ion , apartheid, r ights of the c h i l d , -women's r i g h t s , 
and -fche inal ienable r i ghts of the Pa les t in ian people. This mater ia l i s nade 
avai lable to regular ne-ws syndicators ; the archiva l material i s stored i n the f i l n 
l i b r a r y . 

4. - Hunan r ights issues are also covered regular ly i n feature productions, vignette 
series and one-ninute t e l ev i s i on spots for specia l occasions to conmemórate h i s t o r i c 
days or events. Two recent f i lms -were; Generations of Resistance (the Black 
Liberat ion Struggle i n South Afr ica ) and The Pa les t in ian People Do Have Rights . 
P i l n s are under production on the s i tua t ion of refugees i n South-East As i a , the 
status of -women, and on a comparative study of crine prevention i n developing and 
developed countr ies. P o s s i b i l i t i e s are being explored for the co-production ,of .a 
f i l n on the -wonen's anti-pass la-w campaign i n southern A f r i c a , 

(b) Radio Service 

5. The Radio Service engages i n continuous and sustained coverage of United 
Nations-related developments i n the f i e l d of hui:ian r i gh t s . This coverage takes the 
f om of da i l y and weekly broadcast copy issued by the Radio News Desk and nade 
avai lable to correspondents; re.gular da i l y and weekly news suj'xiaries and news 
prograi'-ffiies i n 16 languages. The subject natter of th i s coverage includes the work 
of the Connission on Hixnan Rights and the re lated del iberat ions of the Econonic 
and Socia l Council and of the General Assenbly as we l l as the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
United Nations with respect to various aspects of human r i g h t s , such as r a c i a l 
d iscr iminat ion, apartheid, the r ights of the c h i l d , wonen's r i g h t s , and the 
inal ienable r i gh ts of the Pa les t in ian people. 

6. Hunan r ights issues are regular ly fea-tured i n other productions of the Radio 
Service as w e l l . A spec ia l quarter-hour programi-ле i s produced annually i n a number 
of languages broadcast on or around Hunan Rights Day. Perspective, a weekly 
ana ly t i ca l prograumue i n Eng l i sh , devoted f ive issues during the past year to United 
Nations developnents re lated to human r i gh t s . A s im i la r pattern was true of 
regional radio programmes for A f r i c a (UN-Africa, L'Afrique à I'ONU), As ia (Asian 
Spot l ight ) , the Middle East (Afak Alai'iiah), Lat in America (Zona Internacional Puntos 
Cardinales, Perspectiva Internacional) and the Caribbean (Caribbean EchôTi bî 
addi t ion, the Radio Service i s engaged i n a nraber of spec ia l productions bearing 
on Ншлап r ights themes. In 1979> a series of s i x special prograi-jj-nes was produced 
i n several languages i n the context of the International Year of the C h i l d . In 
the second ha l f of 1979» production was i n i t i a t e d on a ser ies of weekly programmes 
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concerning women. Throughout the year, da i l y quarter-hour ant i-apartheid programmes 
were produced i n s i x languages•and placed at the disposal of radio organizations 
whose broadcasts are heard i n southern A f r i ca . . 

2. External Relations Div is ion 

(a) Information Centres Service 

7. The question of hui-nan r ights constitutes a major theme i n the work programmes 
undertaken by the global network of 60 United Nations Information Centres and 
Off ices serving nearly I40 Member States. The Information Centres Service at 
Headquarters maintains frecjuent .contact with tho bi fornation Centres by providing 
them wi th operational guidel ines, instruct ions and substantive materials r e l a t ing 
to new- and recurrent mandates i n the f i e l d of huaan"rights. The Information 
Centres are urged to disseminate, display and u t i l i z e a l l the materials at the i r 
d isposa l , to pub l i c i z e the signif icence of spec i f i c events and observances on huiaan 
r i gh ts mandated by the-General Assembly and i t s subsidiary organs, espec ia l ly i n 
co-operation with Governments, educational i n s t i t u t e s , non-govemnenta-l organizations 
and the information media. The Information Centres are also requested to submit 
f u l l reports , together with press cl ippings and other l o c a l l y produced materials, 
on the scope of the i r a c t i v i t i e s and r e s u l t s . These reports are evaluated and 
sumi^ia.rized by the Information Centres Service and d is t r ibuted to the substantive 
o f f i c es . 

8 . During 1979, the Information Centres Service a,lso issued ins t ruc t i ve c i r cu la r s , 
b r i e f i n g notes and reminders to Information Centres concerning the fo l lowing mandates 
for observances i n the f i e l d of human r ights? International Day for the El iminat ion 
of Rac ia l D iscr iminat ion , the Week of So l i da r i t y with the Colonial Peoples of 
southern A f r i c a f i gh t i ng for Freedom, Independence and Equal Rights, the United 
Nations Decade for Women, the International Day of So l i da r i t y with southern A f r i ca 
p o l i t i c a l pr isoners , the Report of the Special Coniiiiittee to Investigate I s r a e l i 
Pract ices /if fecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Ter r i t o r i es , 
the Week of S o l i d a r i t y with the People of Namibia, the Internat ional Day of 
S o l i d a r i t y wi th the Pa les t in ian People, the United Nations Day observance with 
emphasis on the International Year of the Ch i ld , the observance betvreen 20 November 
to 10 December of So l i da r i t y with Children imder Apartheid and the Huraa,n Rights 
Day observance. In a l l instances, the Information Centres have been provided with 
standard as well as special mater ia ls . Feedback i n the form of spec ia l reports 
has been requested from a l l Inforaation Centres. 

(b) Inforaation Support Section 

9 . The Information Centres and папу other United- Nations f i e l d of f ices are being 
supplied with a continuous flow of materials — sent by pouch, n a i l or cable — on 
Ьшзап r i ghts issues for redisseainat ion. Most of the material was i n Engl ish, 
but they also included publ icat ions, documents and statements i n other o f f i c i a l 
languages. 

10. Most of the materials sent by the Information Support Section to the United 
Nations f i e l d establisbnents for publ ic information purposes deal with the Universal 
Declarat ion of Hunan Rights, the work of the main bodies d i r e c t l y concerned with 
huiiian r i gh ts subjects, such as the General Assembly and the Cooiiiission on Human Rights 
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They also i n elude messages and statements made Ъу the Presidents of .• the General ~ 
Assembly and the Security Council and the Secretary-General. 

11. Issues r e l a t i n g to h-uman r i gh t s , such as the strijiggie against racism and 
apartheid and the v i o l a t i on of human r ights by r a c i s t régimes are also.covered i n 
the materials d i s t r ibuted for redissemination i n the f i e l d . 

(c) Education Information Programme Section 

12. The Section,- i n 1978, organized seminars i n Geneva and Par is focussed on human 
r i gh ts , inc lud ing the question of human r ights i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . 
Part ic ipants were curriculiun and po l i cy development o f f i c i a l s from the M in i s t r i e s of 
Education.of 13 Member States i n A f r i c a , Europe, the Middle East and North America. 
A student l e a f l e t on the Internat ional Year of the Chi ld was pr inted and d i s t r i bu ted 
i n 140,000 copies i n Eng l i sh , Prench and Spanish. A student l e a f l e t on decoloniza
t ion and one on.Apartheid, both i n 140,000 copies i n Eng l i sh , Prench and Spanish, 
are under prepa.ration and w i l l be released by the end of 1979« About 3¡000 sets of 
ooIorvL- .Bl.l.des (20 each) with teachers' guides on decolonization are being prepared 
for d.xri l-.-rlbution during 1979 and I98O. . . 

(d) V i s i t o r s ' Section and Publ ic Inquir ies Unit 

13. The V i s i t o r s ' Section and the Publ ic Inquir ies Unit continue to treat inforrna-
t ion a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of huiîian r ights as one of the p r i o r i t y items i n the 
public service a c t i v i t i e s . The V i s i t o r s ' Section dea ls 'wi th information concerning 
the work of the Commission on Пшаап Rights and. other re lated issues i n guided tours , 
special br ie f ings and f i lm screenings to promote better understanding and to 
acquaint, the publ ic with United Nations a c t i v i t i e s i n th is f i e l d . A concise 
explanation of the subject i s included i n the one-hour lecfcure tour for v i s i t o r s to 
Headquarters. The number of v i s i t o r s to Headquarters t o t a l l e d 615,000 i n 1978. 
Relevant f i lms are screened when appropriate at br ie f ings both at Headquarters and 
aw,ay from Headquarters, The Publ ic Inquiries Unit responds extensively to questions 
from the public, on th is subject. In response to requests from educators, 
researchers, students and the general publ ic , the Unit makes ava i lab le information 
materials such as press releases issued by the Department of Publ i c Information 
inc luding those, on various aspects of hviraan r ights such as r a c i a l d i sc r iminat ion , 
apartheid, -on the work of the Commission on Human Rights, the General Assembly and 
other relevant bodies. 

(e) Special Projects Unit 

14. The booklet, UN Today; Suggestions for Speakers which i s published by the 
Unit annually i n Eng l i sh , Prench and Spanish, devotes a spec ia l chapter,to human 
rights,- The booklet^'is widely used by speakers during celebrations of various 
internat iona l days .and observances, and also for reference by nat ional and 
internat iona l organizations, school and. un i ve rs i t i e s throughout the world. 

15. The Graduate Student Interne Programme has been an e f fect ive instrument i n 
providing information "about the United Nations for young people. During the I978 
and 1979 programmes, specia l br ie f ings were-devoted to the question of human r i g h t s . 
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16. The Special Projects Unit also co-ordinates the a c t i v i t i e s concerning the 
•world-wide observance- ;-Qf, Human Rights-Day. Suggestions f o r pub l i c i z i n g the 
observance and re lated materials are sent to the Information Centres and Off ices. 
Feedback reports received from the ' Information Centres are analysed and a - summary 
report i s prepa.red and d is t r ibuted to al-1 Information Centres and other substantive 
of f ices throughout the United Nations, 

- (f ) Non-Governmental Oi-ganizations Section 

17. ,The Non-Governmental Organization Sec-tion has. always considered hiunan r ights ' 
i n a l l of i t s : -pects as one of the three major themes, along with development and 
disarmament, that should be stressed as part of United Nations program-nes and 
objectives,. -..The Section devotes approximately one t h i r d of i t s 48 weekly br ie f ings 
to various aspects of human r i gh ts , such as women's r i gh t s , ant i -apartheid, ; 
decolonizat ion, e tc , .These brief ings are held from September through May and are 
addressed by senior-Secretar iat members, comi-nittee chairmen, • or knowledgeable 
delega-tes. - B r i e f i n g s-ummaries are wr i t ten of every b r i e f i n g and are .c irculated to 
the -326 non-governmental org-anizations which are associated with the section i n 
New-York, and to', a l l Information-Centres. • 

18. Human rights-was, also one of the programme elements at the E-uropean Regional 
Conference for non-governmental organizations attended by over 4OO representatives 
of nat iona l and in ternat iona l organizations i n Geneva -in October 1979' The Section 
i s presently preparing a paxiphlet, Women Helping Women about non-governmental 
organizat ion a c t i v i t i e s to, foster women's r ights i n both developed and developing, 
countr ies . 

3• Press and Publ icat ions Div is ion 

19. The proceedings of the Commission on Human Rights and i t s subsidiary bodies 
and the discussions on the i r reports, э.ге given f u l l coverage i n press releases. 
The resolut ions a-dopted and the relevant documents concerned, are made avai lable to 
the information media. Attention i s also drawn at DPI press br ie f ings to reports 
and.other a c t i v i t i e s of the Coraiîiission and i t s subsidiary bodies, and press 
conferences are arranged- as needed. - - -

20. When requested, Department of Publ ic Information coverage o f f i cers are provided 
for human r ights missions, so that cables on the i r a c t i v i t i e s can be sent to • 
New York and Geneva for issuance to information media. The coverage of f icers also 
arrange press conferences l o c a l l y , handle press l i a i s o n with l o c a l correspondents, 
and seek to stimulate interest in- the a c t i v i t i e s of the body concerned. 

21. Human r ights a c t i v i t i e s —•-•thework of the Human Rights Commission, the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention- of Discr iminat ion and Protect ion of Minor i t i es and 
ad hoc and e.xpert bodies — are reported on a continuing basis i n the United Nations 
Chronicle and i n the Yearbook of the United Nations. Human r ights topics were 
also featured i n several issues of the quarterly magazine Objective; Jus t i c e . In 
p a r t i c u l a r , the issue of Spring 1978 featured the V/orld Conference to Combat Racism 
and Rac ia l Discr iminat ion and the-Programme for the Decade to Combat Racism and • 
Rac ia l D iscr iminat ion . -The Autumn 1978 issue featured the decisions taken at the 
World Conference. • The n inth edi t ion of Everyone's' United' Nations published i n 
December 1979 also has extensive coverage o f the human r ights a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Organization, 
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22. The puhl icat ions prograiœne during 1978-1979 included many t i t l e s r e l a t i n g 
to human r i gh t s . Reprints of the universal Declaration-of Human Rights-vere made • 
i n 17 languages: Eng l i sh , French, Spanish, Bengal i , Esperanto, F inn i sh , Gu jara t i , ', 
Guîraukhi, Japanese, Kannada, Marathi , Nepal i , Non/egian, Oriya, Telegu, Turkish, 
Urdu; the Internat ional B i l l of Human Rights was repr inted i n Prench and the 
Covenants repr inted i n Engl ish and Spanish (stocks remain, ava i lab le ' . in .French). " • 
Also repi-inted were the fo l lowing; the Declaration on the Protect ion of a l l Persons 
from Torture and Other Cruel , Inhuman or Degrading"Treatment (Engl ish) , the Crime of 
Genocide (Engl ish) , the Declarat ion on the El iminat ion of -a l l Forms of Rac ia l 
Discr iminat ion (French) and the International Convention on the E l iminat ion of A l l , 
Forms of Rac ia l Discr iminat ion (Engl ish) . 

23. New t i t l e s published, with the languages were; K iX Anniversary, The united 
Nations and Human Rights (Engl ish, French, Spanish, Russian) ; Dec larat ion on the 
Rights of the Ch i ld (Engl ish, French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic , Benga l i , Dutch, 
German, Gurmukhi, H ind i , I t a l i a n , Japanese, Ma-layalam, Marathi , Portuguese, Tamil, 
,Telegu); Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Pa l es t in ian 
.People (English, Prench, Spanish, Arabic, Russian); Towards a World Without Racism 
(English, Prench, Spanish, Russian) ; V/orld Conference to Combat Racism' and R a c i a l 
Discr iminat ion (preprinted .in Eng l i sh from'the Chronic le ) ; Declarat ion and 
Prograimie of Act ion to Combat Racism and Rac ia l Discr iminat ion (Engl ish, Prench and 
Spanish); Internat ional Anti-Apartheid Year (text of General Assembly reso lut ion i n 
Eng l i sh , French, Spanish)'; Under-Secretary-General ' s Message for Student A n t i -
Apartheid l e a f l e t (Engl ish, French, Spanish); Internat ional Declarat ion a g a i n s t 
Apartheid i n Sports (reprinted from the Chronicle i n Eng l i sh and F r e n c h ) . A new • 
pamphlet, 50 Questions and Answers about Hiunan Rights was corrpleted and scheduled •• 
for publ i ca t ion i n January I98O. 

4 . D i v i s i on for Economic and Social Information 

24. .The Press and Production Section of the D iv i s ion for Economic and Soc ia l • 
Information has been covering various aspects of.huiaan r i gh t s , such as the economic 
and soc ia l aspects o f apartheid, the International Year of tho Chi ld and V/omen's 
r i gh ts , i n - t h e i r press releases and feature a r t i c l e s . A brochure en t i t l e d V/omen 
and Science was recent ly prod-uced i n Eng l i sh . The French and Spanish versions w i l l 
be avai lable shor t l y . 

В. D iv i s i on of Human Rights'-^ 

2 3 . Publ ic information for the human r ights programme i s handled as part of the-
a c t i v i t i e s of the Department of Publ i c Information, The D i v i s i on of Нш'яап Rights -
has no information un i t of i t s own. Co-operation and co-ordinat ion between DPI 
and the D i v i s i on of Human Rights i s undertaken by j o in t Task Forces both at 
Headquarters''and at the United Nations Office at ,Geneva. 

This -part of the report i s excerpted from paragraphs IO7-IIO of the report of the. 
Seci-etary-General on United Nations publ ic information p o l i c i e s and a c t i v i t i e s , 
submitted to ths-General Assembly at i t s thirty--fourth session (A/34/574). ;• . 
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26 . In add i t ion to the a c t i v i t i e s of DPI, the D i v i s i on of Human Rights ass is ts 
i n the f i e l d of publ ic information i n the fo l lowing four main ways s 

(a) By publ icat ions , such as the Huitian Rights B u l l e t i n (published quarterly) 
and the Yearbook on Human Rights (to be published annually from 1979) I 

(b) By i t s advisory services progranmie wherein i t holds annually, seminars . 
and/or t r a i n i n g courses i n the f i e l d of human r i gh t s ; • 

(c) By helping to disseminate information material prepared by DPI; 

(d) By holding press, br ie f ings and br ie f ings for the representatives of 
spec ia l i z ed agencies and non-governmental organisations and by addresses to academic 
and other i n s t i t u t i o n s .by. members of the D i v i s i o n . 

27. - - The D i v i s i o n performs the a c t i v i t i e s i n the four areas described above wi th in 
i t s e x i s t i n g resources. 
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I I . PÜTDEE ACTIVITES ШСЫШШО PROPOSALS POR 
PURTHER DEVELOPMEHT 

A. Lepartnient of РцЪИс Iiirormation 

1. Radio and V isua l Services D i v i s i on 

(a) V isua l Service 

28. The V isua l Service coverage of meetings and events w i l l continue at the current 
l e v e l . Addi t iona l coverage of any special conference or occasion w i l l reOj^uire extra 
budgetary appropriat ions. The idea of producing a basic f i l m on huitfan r i gh ts w i l l 
be explored further i n terms of an animated or s t y l i s ed presentation sui table for 
use i n schools and educational i n s t i t u t i o n s . The idea of a human r i ghts poster wi th 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s w i l l also be pursued. Por both the f i lm and poster, extra budgetary 
a l locat ions might be need-ed to undertake these productions i n various languages. 

(b) Radio Service 

29. The amount of coverage that can be given to human r ights questions depends on 
the amount of coverage given by the Radio Service to the t o t a l i t y of United Hâtions 
developments. As that ove r -a l l amount of coverage expands (for example, by the 
introduct ion of add i t iona l news programiiies or further languages), the coverage of 
huiîian r ights issues increases proport ionately. 

30. The Radio Service proposes to produce annually a series of s i x quarter-hour 
progranmies on a selected human r ights top ic . Such prograimnes might i n i t i a l l y be 
produced i n Eng l i sh , French, Spanish and Arabic and placed wi th radio organizations 
which broadcast i n those languages. The estimated cost of th i s project (research, 
co l l ec t i on of mater ia l , w r i t i ng , production, d i s t r ibut ion ) i s $5 ,000 per ser ies per 
language. 

2. External Relations D iv i s i on 

(a) Information Centres Services 

31. Coverage and feedback analysis may be expected to continue at present l e v e l s , 
on the understanding that both substantive information material and f i n a n c i a l 
resources for production and d i s t r i bu t i on of l o ca l language mater ials are made 
avai lable to Information Centres. In th is connexion, the Information Centres w i l l 
be encouraged to explore, where possib le , the opportunity for co-production not only 
with governmental and non-governmental organizations but also wi th UNDP, UHICEF, 
other organs and agencies of the United Nations system. 

32. E f for ts w i l l be made to expand feature services such as backgroxmders and 
curtain ra i sers for specia l days and events on the question of human r ights v?hich 
are very much desired for use by Information Centres. Such mater ials great ly 
f a c i l i t a t e the Information Centres i n organizing pub l i c i t y as we l l as i n maximizing 
coverage and impact through news media. 
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(b) Information Support Section 

33. This sect ion, i n order to f a c i l i t a t e the Information Centres' a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the f i e l d of huraan r i gh ts , w i l l contribute to an increased d i s t r i bu t i on of a l l 
relevant United Nations mater ia ls . In co-operation with other substantive 
D i v i s i ons , inc lud ing the D iv i s i on of Human Rights, the Information Support Section 
w i l l supply Infon-nation Centres with backgrounders and other materials for 
redisseminat ion. 

(c) Education Information Programme Section 

34. At the 1979 Triangular Fellowship Programme i n Mexico Ci ty held from 22 
November to 12 December, . the question of huiian r i ghts was discussed extensively by-
Spanish-speaking curriculuiii development spec i a l i s t s from tho M in i s t r i e s of Education 
from 14 La t in American coimtries and Spain. The ins ights carr ied from this meeting 
w i l l be followed up i n the future. 

(d) V i s i t o r s ' Section and Publ ic Inquir ies Unit 

35• The extensive coverage of information on the question of human r ights w i l l 
continue to be covered i n the a c t i v i t i e s of the V i s i t o r s ' Section and the Publ ic 
Inquir ies Un i t . The Publ ic Inquiries Unit w i l l continue to pass on to the D iv is ion 
of Human Rights a l l ind iv idua l human r ights complaints which are received by the 
Un i t . 

36. A regular information c i r cu la r on recent developments i n the f i e l d of human 
r i ghts would be most useful for the Un i t ; so would posters and k i t s on human r ights 
fo r childx-en. 

(e) Special Projects Unit 

37. Consideration w i l l be given to the production of the publ i ca t ion UN Todays 
Suggestion for Speakers i n addi t ional languages (presently produced i n Engl ish, 
French and Spanish) and i n larger quant i t ies . The Graduate Student Interne 
Programme w i l l continue to cover the various aspects of huiaan r ights questions 
in-depth every year. 

(f) Non-Governmental Organizations Section 

38. This Section proposes to explore with the sub-coKumttee on huinan r ights of i t s 
NGO Executive Conmiittee, a proposal to hold a spec ia l meeting on s o l i da r i t y with 
the Peoples of Namibia i n conjunction with the Namibia Day observance at Headquarters. 

39- Hui-nan r i gh ts and spec i f i c a l l y the r ights of the peoples of southern A f r i c a 
w i l l .be a main topic i n the projected NGO Conference i n A f r i c a tentat ive ly scheduled 
for September 198O. 

40. Information Centres w i l l be encouraged to hold spec ia l br ie f ings for non
governmental organizations on the question of human r i gh t s . In th i s regard, 
consideration w i l l be given to the production of specia l materials on human r i gh ts , 
published for NGOs wr i t ten for the lay pub l i c , a t t r a c t i v e l y i l l u s t r a t e d and avai lable 
i n quantity and i n as many languages as poss ib le . 
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3 . Press and Publ icat ions D iv i s i on 

41. Coverage i n press releases of the a c t i v i t i e s of the Commission on Human Rights 
and i t s subsidiary bodies w i l l continue and, i n some cases, may be augiTierited as a 
resu l t of the decis ion of the' Economic and Social Council i n 1979 to discontinue 
for two years the prov is ion of suiîunary records for I 5 of i t s subsidiary bodies. 
This decision has made the press releases the main soizrce of information, on a 
timely bas is , about the meetings of those bodies for the information media and 
delegations. 

42. Human r ights topics w i l l continue to be featured i n such publ icat ions as the 
Yearbook of the United Hâtions, Basic Pacts About the United Nations, Everyone ! s . 
United Nations and other reference publ icat ions and i n the t\/o magazines, the..,-.'-^ • 
Chronicle and Objective ; Jus t i c e . Reprints w i l l be issued as required of bas ic 
human r ights instruments, the Declarat ion, the Covenants a.nd others. 

43. Increased use i s planned of the a r t i c l e s section of the Chronic le . A new 
series of signed a r t i c l e s on the Decade for Action to Combat RaciaJ Discr iminat ion 
i s scheduled, wi th a view to subsequent publ icat ion i n a pamphlet. Wider c i r c u l a t i o n 
and placement of feature a r t i c l e s i s also being arranged. In co-operation wi th 
the D iv i s i on of Huiaan Rights, an information c i r cu l a r on recent developments i n the 
f i e l d of huiaan r ights w i l l be issued on a regular bas is . 

44' New publ icat ions on human r ights w i l l be scheduled i n the Department's 
programmes as the need ar ises and as budgetary resources permit. I t may be noted 
that there are a s i gn i f i cant nmiber of p r i o r i t y claims on the resources of the 
publ icat ions budger and each proposal i s necessari ly considered w i th in the.framework, 
of the ove r -a l l work programiTie. 

4. D i v i s i on for Economic and Social Information 

45. .Coverage of economic- and soc ia l aspects of huiaan r i gh ts w i l l be i n t ens i f i ed 
i n feature a r t i c l e s . The D iv i s i on for Economic and Socia l Information would 
appreciate guidance from the Commission .on Human Rights on the themes which should 
be emphasized. 

B. D iv i s i on of Human Rights 

46. The Task Perces on hui-nan r ights a,t Headquarters and at the United Nations at 
Geneva w i l l continue to keep imder close attent ion the needs for publ ic infonaation 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of human r i gh t s , with a view to in t ens i f y ing and enhancing 
these a c t i v i t i e s . Contact Off icers have recently been designated at the United 
Nations i n Geneva by DPI and the D i v i s i on of Huiaan Rights, who are expected to work 
c losely i n the future on re la t ions with the pub l i c , the press and non-governiaental 
organizations as we l l as on other publ ic information projects i n the' f i e l d of huiaan 
r i gh t s . 

47. Every e f fort w i l l be made, bearing in mind the a v a i l a b i l i t y of s ta f f and 
resources, to widen the c i r c l e of d i s t r i bu t i on of the Human Rights B t i l l e t i n and,to-
produce i t promptly елгсту quarter. • • _ . 
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48. Beginning-with the 1979 ed i t ion , the Yearbook on Нш1ап Rights will be published 
annually i n accordance with the guide l ines for the contents and format decided upon 
by the Economic o.nd Socia l Council i n i t s reso lut ion 1979/37, 

49- The D i v i s i on w i l l collaborate with the Department of Publ ic Information i n the 
production of human r ights k i t s for chi ldren, youths and adul ts , bearing i n mind 
possible use of those k i t s as teaching a ids . The idea of producing k i t s on 
various human r i gh ts themes i n the future w i l l also be examined i n coll3.boration 
with the Department of Publ ic Information. 

5 0 . In order to b r ing about greater publ ic awareness of human r ights and fundamental 
freedoms, the D i v i s i on w i l l collaborate with the Department of Publ ic Information to 
h igh l i gh t spec ia l themes on selected topics i n the publ ic information a c t i v i t i e s of 
the United Nations, The Cormnission on Human Rights may wish to indicate themes 
for such emphasis, 

5 1 . The D i v i s i on w i l l continue to undertake the a c t i v i t i e s described i n paragraphs 
25 and 26 above. 




