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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The iten entitled "Peaceful settlement of disputes betlreen States" !'as
included in the provisional agenda of the fortieth session of the C'eneral Assembly
in accordance r,titb paraqraph 5 of resolution 39/79 of 13 Decenber 1984.

2. Ac i.ts 3rd plenary meetinq, on 20 saptember L985, tbe General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Connittee, decided to inctude lhe ilen in its agenda
and to allocace it to the Sixth Comtn ilfee.

3. fn connection with tbis item, the SixEh Conmittee had before it secgj.on flf of
tbe reporE of the special comnittee on lhe cbarter of tbe united Nations and on the
Strenglhening of Ehe Role of the OrganizaLion- V

4. The Comnittee also had before it lbe following docunents:

(a) Letters dated 2I December 1984, 'l January, 22 Fettuary. 2l and 23 May, 3

and 7 June, 15 and 23 Juty 1985 fron the Pernanent Representative of the Lao
Peoplers Denocratic Republic !o ehe United Nations addressed to the
Secreta ry-cene r al (A/4O/59, A/4o/7o, A/40/146. A/40/332, A/40/335' A/40/35I.
A/ 40 /364-s/17 241 , A/4O/484 and A/4o/soLl ,

L/ official Records of che General Asserobly. Fortieth Session, Supplenent
No.33 (A/40 / 33 and Corr.l).
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(b) Letters dated 2O and 28 December 1984, z, 4. 7.10, 14, 15, 22 and29 January, 7, 12, 14, 19 and 27 February, lB, t9, A5 and 28 March, 15. tE. 22. 25and 29 April. l, 6, g, 9, 13, 14 and 2o ltay, i, fO, ff and 24 June, l, lt, 23 and3l July, 9. 15 and 22 August, 19, 23 and 30 septenber, j, L4,2t and 28 october and6, 8, 15 and 20 November l9g5 fron the permaneit Representative or the Charg6d'affaires a.i of the pernanent Mission of Afghanr.stan to the united Nationsaddressed to the secretary-cenera L (A/ 40 /60_s/L687 3 , A/40/62.,3/76876,
A/.40 /63-5/168'1 9 , A/4O /67 -s/L6882 , A/40 /6g_S/L6583. A/4O /7g_S/L68gO,A/ 4 0 /80-s/t689t , A/ 4 O /87-S/L6892 . A/40/n_s:/L68s4, A/ 40 /g4_s/r69l2,A/4O /trL-s/I69L6 , A/4O /tzO_S /t6944, A/40 /726_S/I6ss2, A/40 /I2s_S/L6g55 ,A/40/134-s/r6964, A/40/L38-S,/15958, e/to /tss_s/tss88, A/40/r8r_s/1.?o4t,
A/40 /L82-S/r7 0 42. A/40/208-s/r7060, A/ 40 /2L2_S /t?066 , A/ 40 /234_S/L7IO2,A/ 40 /24\-s/r7 709 , A/ 40 /2s5-s/r7Il2, nT l;1zst_s',7ttrL6. 

^/40/264_5/t7t26,A/.40 /268-s /r7L3r , A/40 /27 3-S/L7t35 , A/ 40 /287 _S/L7t55 . A/40/288_5/171s8,A/40/294-s/L7I67 t A/40/2gj-s/L7t]-3, t/ AO/StO-J/ttl g 6 and Corr.l,
A/ 40 /3rl-s/L7r87 , A/40/324-5/L7204, A/ 40 /352_S'/L7 236 , A/40/36e_s/t72sO,
A/4O /377-s/r1256 . A/40/403-S/r7303, a./ to /qzq_s /tt3t8 . A/ 40/ 47s_S/t737g ,A/40 /500-s /r7 352. A/40/526-s/L7377, A/40 /s38-S/tt 3so , A/ 40/556_3 /17 4O3.A/4O/s73-S/t7427, A/40/63O-S/r7458. a/ so/eea_s /tt 47s . A/40/674_S/t748s.A/4O/675-S/r1490, A/40/690-s/t1504, A/4O /732_S/r7s45, A/40 /753_3 /17 s68 |A/40/782-s/L7s82, A/40/82r-s/L75g4, a,/to /ess_s'/tt 6L 3 , A/ 40 /866_s/17 6t5,A/40 /9O2-s/I7 6 3 7 and A/ 40 /gOg-S /17 64Il )

(c) LetEers dated l0 and 25 January, 4 February, 4, LI, 13, 25 anat 26 March,8' 15 and 20 May, 13 and 27 June and a .rury tses fron the permanent Representative,Deputy Pernanen! Representative, Acting perrnanent Repregentative or Cbarg6d'affaires a.i. of che permanent Mlssion of viet Nan to che United Nationsaddressed to the Secretary-ceneral (A/40/j6. A/40/gB and Corr.l, A/40/tI6,A/40/L67, A/40/t'to, A/40/775, A/40 /206-3/17057 j A/40/2LO_S/L7064, A/40/2s6,
A,/ 40/316-s/t'7 L9 4 , A/ 40 /333-S/r7 2II, A/ 40 /318_S/L72s6, A/40/4Lg_s/L73Lr.t/ 40 / 466-s/77 3301 t

(d) Lelters dared 19 February and ll !4arch IggS from the permanent
Representativ€ of China to tbe United Nations addresaed to the Secreta ry_Gene ra I(A/40/L38-s/16968, A/ 4o/L4o-s /1697 o and A/ 40 /r7 z_s/Lj o23l ,

(e) Letters dated 29 March, 7, 13 and 24 May. 14 and 18 June, 26 Juty,21 August and 26 Septenber l9g5 from the permanent Representative of Thai.land tothe Unit.ed Nations addressed to the Secreta ry_cenera I (A/ 40 /ZL4_S/L7O6B,A/ 40 /293-s/rj r6s, A/ 4o/3os_s /rj Lg5. A/ 40 /338_s)L72LB, A/40/3lz_s/r7216,A/4o/39I-s/I7285. A/40 /sl2-s/r7 965, A/4o /568-s/L.t 414 and A/40 /6BS_s/17 4gsl ,
(f) Lett.er dated 2 April l9g5 fron Ehe representatives of Cosca Rica andPanama to tbe United Nations addressed to tbe Secreca ry_cene ra I (A/4O/2201 i
(s) Legters dared 15 Aprit, 20 May, zo June, 23 Juty, 12 and 27 AugusE,16 septenber and 22 Novenber r9g5 fron the pernanent Representative, or the charg6d'affaires a'i. of the permanent. Mission of panana to the united Nations addressedto the sec re rE ry-cenera I (A/ 40 /235-s /t7ro3, A/4O /330-s /1,7 208 | A/40/AOt_S/rl3Ot,

^/40/4e9-s/r13s0, 
A/40/545_s/L13ss. A/40/582_s/t'1eZo, eTtolaio_;)i;;;;;;"

A/4O /922-s /11651't r
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(h) L€lter dated 20 uay 1985 fron the Pernanent Representative of cuba Eo the
United Nations addresaed to the Secretary-cenera I (A/40/3231 t

(i) Letcers dated 25 and 26 July, 3 and 13 Septenlfrer, 21 Oclober and
25 November 1985 fron the Permanent Representatiue of Denocratic Nanpuchea to the
United Nations addressed to the Secreta ry-cenera I lA/4O / 505-3/17359,
A/40 /507-s /L't 36I, A/ 40 /s99-s/I7 432. A/ 40 /636-s/L7 464 , A/ 40 /7 96-s/17584 and
A/40 /937 -S/L7 65sl ,

(i) Letter dated 17 July 1985 frorn the Pernanent Representatives of
El saluador and Honduras to the United Nalions addressed to che secreta ry-Genera 1

(A/40/4951 t

(k) Letters dated 23 and 30 September and 15 Novenber 1985 fron lhe Permanent
Representatlre of Pakistan to Che United Nations addressed to the Secrela ry-Gene ra I
(A/ 40 /664-s/L7 479 , A/ 40/69r-sl1? 50 5 and A/ 40 /899-s/L16361 ,

(1) Lelter daeed 20 Noventter 1985 froro the permanenc Representative of Orlan
to the Uniced Nations addressed to the Secr etary-cene ra I (A/ 40 /gLl-S /17 6441 .

5. At its 3rd neeeing, on 25 Septenber 1985, the Coltnittee asreed on a tine-lattle
nhereby items 132 (Peaceful Settlenent of Disputes betneen States) and I41 (Report
of che Special Comnlttee on the Charter of the Unlled Nations and on the
sBrenqthening of the Role of the organization) would be conEidered fron 13 to
21 Novenber 1985.

6. The,sixth cotnnittee considered lhe ilen at its 37ch to 43rd and 48th and
50th meetings' held beereen 13, 19 and 27 Novenber and 2 December. The surnrnary
records of those meetings (A/e.6 /4O/sR.3'l -43, 48 and 50) contain Ehe views of
represenCatiues who spoke on the item,

II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.6/40/L.2I

representative of Fomania introduced1. At the 50tb neeting, on 2 Decenber, the
draft resolution (A/C.6/40lL.21) sponsored ty

a
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zanbia,

Seneqal, the Sudan, Surinane, To9o. Uqanda' ttruguav'
later joined by Bolivia aod the Dominican Republic.

iIe u

erl

8. At the sane meeting, the Conrnittee adopted draft resolution A/C.6/4O/L.21
nilhout a vote (see para. I0).

9. I'he represencative of Peru spoke io explanation of his position after the
adoption of tbe draft resolution.

ITT. RECOMMENDATION OF ?HE SIXTH COMMITTEE

I0; The Sixth Conmlttee reconnends to the G€neral Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolut ion :
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"Peaceful settlenent of d isputes

Recalling its resolution 37/lO of l5 November
the Manila Declaration on the p€aceful Settlement

1982, hy nhich it approved
of fnternational Di spu te s,

Recalligg also its resolutions 3gll3t of 19 Decernb€r l9B3 and 39/7g df13 December 198 4,

Deeply concerned at the continuation of conflict situations and the
ernergence of Den sources of disputes and tension in international life. andespecially at the grouing tendency to resort to force or lhe threat of forceand to intervention in internal affairs, and at the escalation of the armsrace. irhich qravely endanger the independence and security of states as wellas international peace secu r i ty,

Taking into account the need to erert the utmost effort in order tosettle any situat.ions and disput.es betreen States exclusively by peaceful
means aDd to avoid any nilitary actions and hostiriEies aqainst other stares,ehich can only make rnore difficult the solution of existing problems,

- -qonsidering that the ouestion of tbe peaceful aeltlenenC of disputesshould represent one of the central concerns for States and for the UnitedNations, and that efforts for strengthening the process of peacefur sett.tementof disputes should be conlinued,

_ T?Ling note of the working papers on che establishnent of a conmission ongood offices, nediation and conci!.iation for the settlenent of disputes andEhe prevent.ion of conflicts anong States, a/ subrnitted to the ceneral Assenblyby Nlgeria, the philippines and Ronania,

Taking into accoune the elaboration by Che Specj.a1 Committee on theCharter of the Uniled Nations and on the Slrengthening of the Role of theorgani'ation of the outline for the handbook on ttre peaceful settlement ofdisputes betueen States and the conclusions thereon,

.f: Again urges al1 states to observe and promote in qood faith theprovisions of the Manifa Declaration on ttie peaceful Settlement offnt.ernational Disputes in the settlenent of their ineernational disputesr

S tres_Egg tbe need to continue efforts ro strenqEhen the process ofthe peaceful settlenent of disputes through progressive devetopnent andcodification of internationar ra,,' and through enhancinq the effectiveness ofthe United Nations in this field;

z/ A/38 /343t A/c. 6 /39 /L.2.
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3. Recuests the Special Connittee on the Charter of the United Nationg
ana on tne-G-ifiThening of th€ Fol.e of the Organization, durinq its session
in 1986r to continue its work on the dueslion of the peaceful settlement of
disputes between States and, in this context:

(a) To continue Che consideratlon of tbe proposal contained in workingpapers submitted by Nigeria, fbe philippines and Romania, a/
(b) To examine the report of the Secre gary-Genera I on the progress of

work on the drafe handbook on tbe peaceful Fetelenent of dispules be lrdeen
Sga tes r

4. Reouests the Sec re ta ry-Genera 1 to continue the preparation of a
draft bandbook on the peaceful setclenent of disputes bet{een scates, on the
basi.s of the outline elaborated by the Special Connittee and in the liqht of
the vietrs expressed in the course of tbe discussions in tbe sixth conrnittee
and j.n the Special Conniteee, and to report to the Special Connittee at it.s
session in 1986 on the progress of work, before subniCEing to it the draft
handbook in its final form, with a viee, to its approval at a later scage,

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-flrst
sessi.on the iten entitled npeaceful settlenent of disputes between SEates".

t


