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Ihe meeting vas cal l e d to order at 3.20 p^Wt 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART 
OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES, INCLUDING: 

(a) QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRUS; 

(b) SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN OCCUPIED KUWAIT (agenda item 12) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1991/3, 4, 27-32, 33 and Add.l, 34, 36, 37, 69, 70, 74 and 77; 
E/CN.4/1991/NG0/5, 27, 29-31, 34 and 35; S/21907; A/45/567, 578, 607, 
630, 664 and 697; E/CN.4/1990/22 and Add.l, 24-26 and 28 and Add.l) 

1. Mr. BABIC (World Association for World Federation) said that, in the 
d i f f i c u l t situation arising from the current p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s in Yugoslavia, 
the Serbs l i v i n g in Croatia wished to remain in the Federation, believing that 
such a form of State Constitution was the best safeguard for the equality of 
a l l . Although Yugoslavia had been divided into federal units, the one-party 
system created after the Second World War had prevented the positive effects 
of the Constitution from being f e l t . The formation of the Croatian federal 
unit from the former regions of Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia and the 
territory of Vojna Krajina had meant that the Serbs became a minority in that 
unit. 

2. Their situation, which had not been good tmder the former Commtmist 
authorities, had not improved following the f i r s t multi-party elections 
in 1990. The victor parties had proclaimed Croatia to be a State of 
exclusively Croatian people, and the o f f i c i a l use of Serbian had been 
abolished, as had the right of commimity autonomy, although s t i l l gtiaranteed 
by the Federal Constitution. Such institutionalized chauvinism, which 
included the formation of exclusively Croatian military and police forces, had 
led to grave violations of htunan rights. 

3. The Serbs in Croatia opposed the secession of Croatia from Yugoslavia, 
and had fotmded the Serbian National Cotmcil, representing p o l i t i c a l , 
religious and cultural institutions, which had organized a referendum in which 
the Serbs had voted, in August 1990, for autonomous status as expressed in the 
Statute of Krajina. 

4. He himself was President of the Serbian National Cotmcil and, in the name 
of the World Serbian Union, he wished to declare that the constitutional order 
of Federal Yugoslavia could be upheld only by the self-determination of a l l 
the Yugoslav peoples, and that the Serbs, liv i n g in their traditional 
territories throughout Yugoslavia, had the right to be part of one cotmtry. 
In that respect, the Serbs in Croatia had expressed their w i l l , in the 
August 1990 referendtim, in accordance with the s p i r i t and the conventions of 
the United Nations. 

5. Mr. TEITELBAUM (American Association of Jurists) said that although there 
had been htnnan rights violations in Kuwait even before the invasion, the 
situation there had worsened considerably following Iraq's aggression. That 
was not surprising, in view of the Iraqi regime's record of massive and 
systematic htunan rights violations in i t s own cotmtry, which many NGOs had 
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been denouncing in vain for some time. Such situations could prevail as long 
as geopolitics and business, including arms sales, took priority over human 
rights. 

6. The Security Coimcil had reacted to the invasion of Kuwait with 
commendable speed, but i t might be wondered whether i t s actions were s t r i c t l y 
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter. It had been asserted that 
there was a parallel between Security Council resolution 678 (1990) and the 
Council's action in 1950 in the case of Korea. The latter case had, however, 
involved a military conflict between the two Koreas, and the Security Council's 
recommendation that the Member States should help the Republic of Korea to I 
resist an armed attack had been based on Articles 51 (inherent right of 
individual or collective self-defence) and 39 (recommendations in the case of 
an act of aggression). That had not been the situation with regard to Kuwait 
and Iraq at the time of the adoption of resolution 678 (1990). 

7. By analogy with criminal law, for any defence against aggression to be 
legitimate, the aggression must be unlawful and s t i l l taking place. At the 
time the Security Council had adopted resolution 678 (1990), however, the 
aggression, though s t i l l unlawful, had ended, and the situation should have 
been dealt with pursuant to Articles 42 et seq. of the Charter, using as 
appropriate the mechanisms of the Military Staff Committee, as mentioned in 
resolution 665 (1990). 

8. Such disregard for the Charter had had the gravest consequences for the 
human rights of Kuwaitis, Iraqis and other peoples of the region. Not only 
was the military campaign utterly beyond the Security Coimcil's control, but 
the scale and duration of attacks such as those carried out by the coalition's 
air forces, including the use of napalm, violated the Geneva Conventions and 
the Additional Protocols. Iraq, too, had violated those instrianents by 
launching missile attacks against the Israeli and Saudi peoples; but aerial 
campaigns of mass terror and destruction were being waged against Baghdad ana 
other Iraqi c i t i e s . 

9. The swiftness of the progression from condemnation to embargo and thence 
to war, even against the views of some United States military and p o l i t i c a l 
leaders who would have preferred to wait for up to a year to assess the 
effects of sanctions, contrasted with the tardiness in other cases, such as 
the occupation of Namibia. It seemed as i f the true motive was less defence 
of the Kuwaitis' human rights than concern for the region's o i l resources. 
There was also, of course, the prospect of lucrative post-war reconstruction 
contracts. 

10. Control of the c r i s i s was utterly out of the hands of the world 
community. The United States had not only assumed sole charge of military 
operations but was reserving to i t s e l f the right to decide how long the war 
should last. When Iraq had announced i t s readiness to withdraw from Kuwait in 
response to Security Council resolution 660 (1990), the United States 
Government, with the coalition's consent, had issued an ultimatum and 
initiated the land attack without even awaiting the outcome of the 
Security Council's meeting. The international community must act swiftly to 
regain control of the situation on the basis of s t r i c t observance of the 
Charter; i f the Security Covmcil persisted in f a i l i n g to exercise i t s mandate, 
the General Assembly should assume i t s responsibilities pursuant to Article 10 
and Article 11, paragraph 2 of the Charter. 
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11. The belligerents should be urged to respect international humanitarian 
law; there must be an inmediate end to h o s t i l i t i e s and compliance with 
Security Council resolution 660 (1990), in accordance with the procedures 
established by the Security Council and the General Assembly, and an 
international conference should be convened for a peaceful solution to the 
conflicts in the Middle East, Unless the Conraiission called for action along 
those lines, i t would have contributed, through i t s silence, to the 
discrediting of the United Nations in world public opinion. 

12. The American Association of Jurists, and the Brazialian Bar Association, 
invited the principal international organizations of jurists to consultations 
on peace in the Middle East, to be held at Brasilia from 12 to 15 March 1991. 

13. Ms. SLESZÏNSKA (Christian Democratic International) said that, since the 
Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974, some 2,000 persons had disappeared. The 
international community must not allow their names to be forgotten or 
disregard the other atrocities attributable to the occupying forces. Her 
organization noted with satisfaction that the Commission, as well as the 
General Assembly and the Security Council, had heeded the just claims of 
Cyprus, and hoped that the Cotmcil's relevant resolutions would be swiftly and 
f a i t h f u l l y implemented, just as a l l those relating to the Middle East should 
be. 

14. The efforts of the Estonian, Latvian and Lithtianian peoples to reassert 
the sovereignty, denied them since their forced annexation to the Soviet Union 
in 1940, and to exercise their citizens' legitimate right of conscientious 
objection to service in a foreign army, were meeting with violent repression. 
The world had learned of incidents including action by armed forces against 
imarmed c i v i l i a n s , resulting in the k i l l i n g of 13 youths on 13 Jantiary 1991. 

15. The recent positive changes in the Great Lakes region of Africa gave 
grotmds for hope, despite the d i f f i c u l t i e s between Rwanda and Uganda. Her 
organization welcomed the Rwandese Government's offer of f u l l amnesty. A 
similar positive trend was discernible in Zaire, although there was some 
divergence between o f f i c i a l statements and the facts as reported by others. 
With regard to the tragic events of May 1990 at Lubtimbashi University, the 
Commission had doubtless taken note of President Mobutu's statement, on 
31 December 1990, that there would be no d i f f i c u l t y in enabling a member of 
the Commission to v i s i t the cotmtry to observe the progress of the relevant 
legal proceedings. That was an invitation that should be promptly taken up. 

16. Her organization, which was well represented in many Latin American 
cotmtries, urged the international commtmity to intensify i t s support for the 
people and democratically elected Government of Chile. While not overlooking 
the need to denotmce individual cases of violations, i t gave priority to the 
search for lasting solutions to conflicts by means of dialogue. In that 
connection, i t welcomed the efforts of President Chamorro of Nicaragua to 
introduce the requisite measures to safeguard the people's human rights. 
Nevertheless, i t could not agree with the Nicaraguan Government's 
recommendation, referred to in paragraph 294 of the report of the Working 
Group on Enforced or Involtmtary Disappearances (E/CN.4/1991/20), that the 
Working Group should not keep outstanding cases in i t s f i l e s since according 
to Nicaraguan internal legislation such cases would not be investigated and 
those responsible for them would not be ptmished. 



E/CN.4/1991/SR.40 
page 5 

17. While the concern f o r n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n was imderstandable, such a 
course would amount to a f a i l u r e by Nicaragua to honour i t s commitments under 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s instrvmients to which i t had subscribed. She 
hoped that the member o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the C o a l i t i o n a gainst Impunity would 
adopt the same measures as i n the cases of A r g e n t i n a , C h i l e , E l Salvador and 
others. 

18. As had been shown i n the report of the United Nations M i s s i o n to Cuba 
(E/CN.4/1989/46), the Cuban Government was maintaining i t s p o l i c y of 
r e p r e s s i o n against human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s , i g n o r i n g a l l peaceful and 
r e s p e c t f u l p e t i t i o n s f o r open, c o n s t r u c t i v e debate among Cubcms w i t h a view to 
a peaceful t r a n s i t i o n to democracy. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n urged a l l democratic 
Governments, e s p e c i a l l y those i n L a t i n America, to show s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the 
people of Cuba by proposing a r e s o l u t i o n whose p r o v i s i o n s i n c l u d e d the 
appointment of a s p e c i a l rapporteur on that covintry. 

19. Mr. BENHIMA (Morocco) s a i d t h a t , d e s p i t e the current grave events, the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was making great steps towards a c h i e v i n g a world of 
freedom, j u s t i c e and peace, which alone would enable people everywhere to 
achieve economic and s o c i a l progress. Peace was e s s e n t i a l f o r the adoption of 
l e g i s l a t i o n which would p r o t e c t human r i g h t s and d i g n i t y . The upholding of 
respect f o r human r i g h t s was a task f o r the e n t i r e corranunity. In that sense. 
His Majesty King Hassan I I of Morocco, addressing the n a t i o n on the 
inauguration of the Advisory C o u n c i l f o r Human Rights i n May 1990, had warned 
t h a t , as experience i n many co u n t r i e s had shown, measures to promote human 
r i g h t s could be abused through human nature or l e g a l loopholes, and that only 
i f every c i t i z e n had the means to defend h i s r i g h t s a gainst anyone e l s e , 
whoever he might be, could the country t r u l y be s a i d to be a State subject to 
the r u l e of law. 

20. The A d v i s o r y СогшсИ, at i t s recent t h i r d meeting, had proposed, i n three 
memoranda addressed to His Majesty, a number of proposals. The f i r s t 
memorandum, r e l a t i n g to the s i t u a t i o n i n p r i s o n s , contained a number of 
proposed l e g i s l a t i v e t e x t s as w e l l as recommending practical measures such as 
the establishment of l o c a l s u r v e i l l a n c e commissions, improvements to premises, 
p r i o r i t y f o r p r e l i m i n a r y hearings r e l a t i n g to persons in custody, measures to 
extend the scope of the Royal Pardon and an i n t e g r a t e d training sez^rice for 
personnel. 

21. The second memorandum d e a l t w i t h press and public r e l a t i o n e , including 
contact w i t h United Nations bodies and non-governmental organizations. The 
t h i r d memorandum contained proposals r e l a t i n g to htunan rights t r a i n i n g i n 
m i n i s t e r i a l schools and i n s t i t u t e s , monitoring of the criminal i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
p o l i c e and an increase i n the number of judges. Those proposals by the 
Advisory C o u n c i l r e f l e c t e d Morocco's determined efforts to become a State 
subject to the r u l e of law. 

22. Mr. GHEORGHE (Romani I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union) s a i d that RIU and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of Human Rights represented the interests of 
the 10 to 12 m i l l i o n Roma l i v i n g i n almost a l l European and American cotmtries 
and known as gypsies and by v a r i o u s other names. In some Eastern European 
c o u n t r i e s they formed l a r g e m i n o r i t i e s . The Sub-Coomission on Prevention of 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s had acknowledged that gypsies 
remained the worst t r e a t e d m i n o r i t y i n various European countries, and that 
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probably h a l f a m i l l i o n of them had been murdered by the Nazis during the 
Second World War; i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 6 (XXX), i t had appealed to c o u n t r i e s 
which had Roma w i t h i n t h e i r borders to accord them, i f they had not already 
done so, a l l the r i g h t s enjoyed by the r e s t of the pop u l a t i o n . 

23. Since 1977, there had been some progress i n regard to b a s i c freedoms and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Yugoslavia and the States members of the 
Coun c i l of Europe. Recent p o l i t i c a l changes i n Eastern Europe had allowed the 
Roma to form t h e i r own p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l a s s o c i a t i o n s and to promote 
parliamentary r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n Romania, Himgary and the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic, they had a l s o l e d to a new wave of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and hatred. 
Examples included a t t a c k s by skinheads i n Czechoslovak towns and v i l l a g e s , 
c o n t i n u i n g programmes of s t e r i l i z i n g of Roma women i n that country, and 
v i o l e n t i n c i d e n t s i n Romania and Hungary. Those i n c i d e n t s had been reported 
to the Sub-Commission; i n a d d i t i o n , the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on the s i t u a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s i n Romania had mentioned i n h i s report (E/CN.4/1991/30) a v a r i e t y 
of v i o l a t i o n s of the Roma people's i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t s . 

24. Information about a t t a c k s against the Roma i n Htmgary had a l s o been 
provided by the Hvingarian-based human r i g h t s a s s o c i a t i o n "Raoul Wallenberg" 
and the Roma a s s o c i a t i o n " P h r a l i p e " . Tolerance of such v i o l a t i o n s of e x i s t i n g 
laws could endiinger the new democracies of Eastern Europe. 

25. Instances of p h y s i c a l v i o l e n c e against Roma had occurred i n some Western 
European c o u n t r i e s too; s e t t l e d Roma were harassed i n t o moving, w h i l e 
t r a v e l l i n g Roma f a m i l i e s encountered l e g a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e s t r i c t i o n s on 
t h e i r freedom of movement. The o l d a l l e g e d "gypsy t h r e a t " had been r e v i v e d 
f o l l o w i n g the recent mass exodus of Roma from some Eastern European covintries, 
e s p e c i a l l y to Germany, A u s t r i a and France; tension continued to mount i n view 
of the German a u t h o r i t i e s ' e x p u l s i o n programmes. 

26. In most c o u n t r i e s , Roma f a m i l i e s and communities faced niunerous problems 
r e l a t i n g to economic, s o c i a l euid c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . Levels of employment, 
housing, s c h o o l i n g and even l i f e expectancy were lower f o r them than f o r the 
r e s t of the pop u l a t i o n . Attempts by government agencies i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s 
to improve s o c i a l s t a t u s and s e l f - h e l p f o r Roma commtinities were hindered by a 
long t r a d i t i o n of anti-gypsy m e n t a l i t y and p r a c t i c e . The S p e c i a l Rapporteur 
on the s i t t i a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n Romania had observed that the gypsy 
commimity seemed very m a r g i n a l i z e d , d i s t r u s t e d and scorned. Recent cases had 
heightened conceim about the growth of et h n i c tensions and i n s t a b i l i t y , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n Eastern European c o u n t r i e s . 

27. Roma communities presented a case i n which the e x e r c i s e of i n d i v i d u a l 
r i g h t s and b a s i c freedoms depended on the gr a n t i n g of c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t s and on 
combating p r e j u d i c e . Although current Governments could not be blamed f o r a 
s i t u a t i o n i n h e r i t e d from the past, a s p e c i a l e f f o r t was required to recognize 
the Roma i d e n t i t y and e q u a l i t y of r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to development. 

28. Measures at i n d i v i d u a l cotmtry l e v e l were not enough. Roma and S i n t i 
people, although c i t i z e n s of the p a r t i c u l a r States i n which they l i v e d , had 
enduring c u l t u r a l t i e s across the borders of many c o t m t r i e s . Genuine 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation was thus needed, i n c l u d i n g r e g i o n a l co-operation on 
c e r t a i n problems such as t r a v e l l i n g r i g h t s or the s i t u a t i o n of refugees; and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the United Nations, should provide 
enhanced a s s i s t a n c e . 
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29. To that end, the Commission was asked to encourage the special rapporteurs 
to pay due attention to the conditions of Roma commtmities; to urge the 
relevant Governments to continue to take a l l appropriate measures to promote 
the Roma people's human rights and fundamental freedoms; to recommend that 
Governments should, as necessary, request advisory services and technical 
assistance - for which task the Centre for Human Rights could perhaps design a 
special project, including a seminar and workshop; and to recommend that 
interested governmental and non-governmental organizations should consider 
ways to foster a greater contribution and responsible participation by the 
Roma communities themselves in the protection and promotion of their rights 
and freedoms. 

30. Mr. PASTOR RIDRUEJO (Special Representative), introducing his f i n a l 
report to the Commission on the situation of human rights in El Salvador 
(E/CN.4/1991/34), said that he remained convinced of the commendable interest 
of President Cristiani and other constitutional authorities in El Salvador in 
improving the human rights situation in the country. However, although that 
interest had undoubtedly been reflected in a decline, relative to the previous 
year, in the number of serious human rights violations - particularly after 
the signing of the San José Agreement on 26 July 1990 - i t was undeniable that 
serious and disturbing violations s t i l l continued. 

31. P o l i t i c a l l y motivated stimmary executions attributed to members of the 
armed forces and c i v i l defence units persisted as did those attributed to 
"death squads", which were considered by the majority of sources to be 
connected with the military and security forces, or tolerated by them. Cases 
of p o l i t i c a l l y motivated disappearance were continuing to occur, although i t 
was d i f f i c u l t to determine the number of such cases and the identity of the 
kidnappers. 

32. Persons detained for p o l i t i c a l reasons were subjected to extrajudicial 
interrogations and to physical and psychic pressures equivalent to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment although, taking into account a l l the testimony 
which he had heard in El Salvador in October 1990, such practices were not 
generalized, nor did they represent Government policy. 

33. With regard to the functioning of the criminal justice system, the 
Salvadorian courts had, in 1990, handed down sentences for p o l i t i c a l l y 
motivated crimes perpetrated years earlier. Moreover, during his v i s i t to the 
Santa Ana Penitentiary, he had spoken to former members of the military and 
security forces who were currently serving sentences. Those facts 
demonstrated that the alleged impunity of the armed forces was not absolute. 

34. However, many other judicial proceedings arising from serious human 
rights violations had been conducted in a very unsatisfactory manner. In his 
view, the armed forces had not f u l l y co-operated with the preliminary 
investigation into the November 1989 assassination of Father Ellacuria and 
other persons; important evidence had even been destroyed. Serious doubts 
existed with regard to the possible involvement in the murders of 
higher-ranking members of the armed forces than those currently on t r i a l , 
doubts which had not been dispelled in spite of the technical competence and 
professionalism of the examining magistrate. Furthermore, in the absence of 
international scrutiny, there had been no significant progress made in many 
criminal proceedings. 
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35. In h i s view, the defects of the Salvadorian c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e system were 
to be found more at the l e v e l of i n v e s t i g a t i o n and f a c t - f i n d i n g than at the 
j u d i c i a l l e v e l per se. I t would be a p p r o p r i a t e , t h e r e f o r e , to e s t a b l i s h a 
p o l i c e body w i t h i n v e s t i g a t i v e powers which would be d i r e c t l y subordinate to 
the j u d i c i a l branch. 

36. The armed c o n f l i c t had i n t e n s i f i e d i n the f i n a l months of 1990 as a 
r e s u l t of g u e r r i l l a o f f e n s i v e s and the response of the armed f o r c e s . 
The c i v i l i a n population i n the c o n f l i c t zones was f a c i n g severe hardships. 
The armed f o r c e s had caused deaths and i n j u r i e s among c i v i l i a n s , not 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y or i n t e n t i o n a l l y , but through negligence; the number of such 
deaths was d i f f i c u l t to determine, although i t was lower than i n the previous 
year. According to some r e p o r t s , the armed f o r c e s had committed a c t s which 
were i n v i o l a t i o n of the Second P r o t o c o l a d d i t i o n a l to the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, such as summary executions of g u e r r i l l a f i g h t e r s and of captured 
medical personnel. 

37. V i o l a t i o n s of htiman r i g h t s had a l s o been a t t r i b u t e d to the Frente 
Farabtmdo M a r t i para l a Liberación Nacional (Farabtmdo M a r t i N a t i o n a l 
L i b e r a t i o n Front) (FMLN). FMLN had c a r r i e d out summary executions and 
kidnappings of members of the armed forces or t h e i r prestimed c o l l a b o r a t o r s , 
caused a c c i d e n t a l c i v i l i a n deaths aaà i n j u r i e s , c a r r i e d out the recent summary 
execution of two United States a d v i s e r s a f t e r shooting down t h e i r h e l i c o p t e r , 
and continued i t s a t t a c k s on the country's e l e c t r i c power s t a t i o n s , despite 
i t s announced suspension of acts of sabotage i n March 1990. In November 1990, 
FMLN had r e p o r t e d l y launched new a t t a c k s on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and commtmication 
networks. 

38. Mention should a l s o be made of the massacre on 21-22 Janixary 1991 at 
E l Zapote, i n which 15 members of the Aragón f a m i l y had d i e d . Although the 
information at h i s d i s p o s a l was too scanty to enable him to s t a t e who the 
p e r p e t r a t o r s had been or to a f f i r m that the crime was p o l i t i c a l l y motivated, 
i t was nevertheless i n d i c a t i v e of the t r o u b l i n g atmosphere of v i o l e n c e which 
p r e v a i l e d i n E l Salvador. 

39. He was convinced that the e r a d i c a t i o n of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n 
E l Salvador was i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d to the c e s s a t i o n of the armed c o n f l i c t 
between the m i l i t a r y and the g u e r r i l l a o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Once again, t h e r e f o r e , 
he appealed to the p a r t i e s , w i t h even greater urgency, to d i s p l a y r e a l i s m and 
imagination i n the process of dialogue and n e g o t i a t i o n c u r r e n t l y tander way, 
w i t h a view to a c h i e v i n g a j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n the s h o r t e s t p o s s i b l e 
time. What was r e a l l y important was f o r both sides to implement f u l l y the 
Agreement on hviman r i g h t s , without w a i t i n g f o r the United Nations V e r i f i c a t i o n 
M i s s i o n i n E l Salvador to begin i t s work and to agree on an immediate 
c e a s e f i r e . 

40. Mr. THOMSON (World U n i v e r s i t y S e r v i c e ) s a i d that h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
continued to f o l l o w the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador w i t h great 
concern. The country had been completely m i l i t a r i z e d , w i t h the s m a l l e r towns 
being turned i n t o m i l i t a r y g a r r i s o n s . That s i t u a t i o n had l e d to many 
e x t r a j u d i c i a l and stmmiary executions, disappearances, p o l i t i c a l l y motivated 
d e t e n t i o n s , c l a n d e s t i n e gaols and t o r t u r e . The imptmity w i t h which the armed 
forces acted was c l e a r l y r e f l e c t e d i n the h i s t o r y of the u n s a t i s f a c t o r y 
j u d i c i a l system. Because the m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r previous 
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massacres and summary executions had not been punished f o r t h e i r a c t s , they 
had continued to occur, the best known cases being those of the 
as s a s s i n a t e d J e s u i t p r i e s t s and, more r e c e n t l y , the massacre of 15 peasants 
on 21 January 1991 at E l Zapote. 

41. Because the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's a t t e n t i o n was focused on 
E l Salvador, the m i l i t a r y h i d i t s a t r o c i t i e s by making them appear to be 
common crimes. Thus, f o r example. Professor Vilma Chavez had been s t r a n g l e d 
to death i n her home, on 21 October 1990, s h o r t l y a f t e r s o l d i e r s of the 
A t l a c a t l B a t t a l i o n had requested from the l o c a l M i n i s t r y of Education a l i s t 
of teachers i n the town who had supported the teachers union. 

42. Such inform a t i o n i n d i c a t e d that the only way to improve the htunan r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador was to r e s o l v e the ftmdamental s t r u c t u r a l problems. 
The best opporttmity i n recent h i s t o r y f o r doing so was the current 
n e g o t i a t i n g process between the Government and FMLN, tmder the auspices of the 
Secretary-General. Only when the r o l e of the armed f o r c e s i n s o c i e t y had been 
reduced and c o n t r o l l e d and the c i v i l i a n s t r u c t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g the j u d i c i a l 
system, strengthened could the htiman r i g h t s s i t t i a t i o n be expected to improve. 
He c a l l e d upon the Commission to maintain the mandate of the S p e c i a l 
Representative and urged both the p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d i n the n e g o t i a t i n g process 
to make a l l p o s s i b l e e f f o r t s to reach agreement. 

43. His o r g a n i z a t i o n was a l s o concerned at the c o n t i n u i n g p r a c t i c e of t o r t u r e 
and enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances i n Gtiatemala. A most alarming 
aspect of t o r t u r e there was the systematic use of rape against women. While 
there was abtmdant testimony to the existence of such a p r a c t i c e , v i c t i m s 
seldom presented t h e i r cases to the courts or to htunan r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

44. The report of the independent Expert (E/CN.4/1991/5) c l e a r l y showed that 
the fvindamental o b s t a c l e to the improvement of the htunan r i g h t s s i t t i a t i o n i n 
Guatemala was the r o l e of of the Gtiatemalan army. Despite the hope expressed 
i n the addendtun to that report (E/CN.4/1991/5/Add.l) that the new Government 
might have the w i l l and the means to exert c o n t r o l over the m i l i t a r y and 
s e c u r i t y f o r c e s , recent r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d that the r e p r e s s i v e trend continued 
unabated. 

45. For that reason, he had noted w i t h s u r p r i s e that doctunent 
E/CN.4/1991/5/Add.l d i d not mention that a l l the popular o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
r e f e r r e d to i n paragraph 5 had requested the Expert to transmit t h e i r demand 
that the Commission should appoint a s p e c i a l rapporteur tmder i t s agenda 
item 12. In the past, the existence of a s p e c i a l rapporteur had generated 
some concrete p o s i t i v e developments i n Gtiatemala, w h i l e the appointment of an 
Expert and the p r o v i s i o n of a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n the f i e l d of htunan r i g h t s 
tmder agenda item 21 had been accompanied by a d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n htunan r i g h t s . 
His o r g a n i z a t i o n deeply r e g r e t t e d the d e c i s i o n by the Commission at i t s 
previous meeting not to appoint a s p e c i a l rapporteur tmder item 12. 

46. Turning to the htunan r i g h t s s i t t i a t i o n i n Colombia, he s a i d that 
inform a t i o n had been rece i v e d concerning the a s s a s s i n a t i o n s of e i g h t persons 
between 21 January and 13 Febrtiary 1991, as w e l l as the disappearance of a 
leader of the teachers a s s o c i a t i o n i n Bogota. 
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47. The con t i n u i n g c r i s i s i n S r i Lanka had taken a heavy t o l l i n human l i v e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y among the student p o p u l a t i o n , and had eroded the r u l e of law. 
The S r i Lankan Bar A s s o c i a t i o n had undertaken to f i l e and prosecute 
habeas corpus cases, a move n e c e s s i t a t e d by the high number of a s s a s s i n a t i o n s 
of and death t h r e a t s against human r i g h t s lawyers, some of whom had been 
forced to f l e e the country. He appealed to the Conmission to urge the 
Government of that country to end the armed h o s t i l i t i e s and to express i t s 
serious concern a t the con t i n u i n g v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n S r i Lanka. 

48. Ms. GAER ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l League f o r Human Rig h t s ) s a i d she wondered 
whether the Commission had t r u l y e x e r c i s e d l e a d e r s h i p i n the f i e l d of human 
r i g h t s , xmdertaken s u b s t a n t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and adopted measures to improve 
the p l i g h t of v i c t i m s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . Of the 10 c o u n t r i e s 
examined p u b l i c l y by the Commission under i t s agenda item 12, fou r -
Afghanistan, E l Salvador, Iran and Romania - had been assigned s p e c i a l 
rapporteurs or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s who v i s i t e d those c o t m t r i e s , reported on the 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n and made recommendations to the Commission. By and 
l a r g e , the rapporteurs had i d e n t i f i e d the major problems i n the co u n t r i e s they 
examined, although, as i n the February 1990 report on I r a n , p o l i t i c a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s sometimes obscured the r e s u l t s of the f a c t - f i n d i n g . 

49. In the case of I r a n , a more balanced assessment had been made a f t e r a 
second v i s i t i n 1990. However, w i t h regard to E l Salvador and Afghanistan, 
the General Assembly and the Commission had o f t e n ignored the recommendations 
of t h e i r own s p e c i a l rapporteurs, adopting r e s o l u t i o n s based more on p o l i t i c a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s than on the f a c t s e s t a b l i s h e d by the rapporteurs. I f the 
Commission had taken d e c i s i v e a c t i o n along the l i n e s suggested i n the r e p o r t s , 
c o n d i t i o n s i n those c o u n t r i e s might have improved. 

50. The Commission had addressed the htiman r i g h t s s i t t i a t i o n s i n H a i t i and 
Guatemala but, d e s p i t e o b j e c t i v e evidence of extensive v i o l a t i o n s , i t had 
repeatedly chosen to discuss those issues tmder the agenda item on adviso r y 
s e r v i c e s , as i f the t o r t u r e and k i l l i n g had abated. That had been a major 
lapse of l e a d e r s h i p . The c o n s i d e r a t i o n of H a i t i tmder agenda item 12 at the 
current s e s s i o n had r e s t o r e d some o b j e c t i v i t y to the Commission's work. 

51. S i m i l a r l y , w h i l e a mechanism e x i s t e d f o r f i n d i n g m i s s i n g persons i n 
Cyprus, not even one case had been resolve d a f t e r many years. 

52. On the other hand, the Commission had d i s p l a y e d l e a d e r s h i p i n i t s 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of Cuba. 

53. I t would be necessary to await the outcome of the current s e s s i o n to see 
whether two other cotmtries - East Timor and Ir a q i - o c c u p i e d Kuwait - would 
become the ob j e c t of s c r u t i n y . In both cases, the abuses had begtm f o l l o w i n g 
an i n v a s i o n , which had destroyed the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the l i v e s 
of each country's c i t i z e n s . 

54. The Commission had f a i l e d to take a c t i o n i n 1990 on a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n on 
Ir a q , whose pervasive abuses of htiman r i g h t s had been w e l l doctimented by 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Those r e p o r t s , however, had been disregarded 
u n t i l the current s e s s i o n , when the Kuwaitis had presented c h i l l i n g d e t a i l s of 
I r a q i t o r t u r e techniques, murders and other abuses. She questioned whether 
anyone, except the del e g a t i o n of I r a q , could be proud of the Commission's 
a c t i o n s on the subject to date. 
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55. The Commission had a l s o f a i l e d to take a c t i o n at the previous session on 
a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n on China, despite the massacre i n B e i j i n g which had shocked 
the world. The Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s had refused: to admit observers to attend 
the t r i a l s of student a c t i v i s t s ; to a l l o w the defendants to prepare and 
present a defence; to i n v e s t i g a t e the k i l l i n g s during the June 1989 crackdown; 
to respect the r i g h t s of workers to form and j o i n independent trade unions; to 
re s t o r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n f o r r e l i g i o u s b e l i e v e r s ; and to acknowledge that 
s c r u t i n y of human r i g h t s was not i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of 
St a t e s , but a b a s i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the United Nations tmder i t s Charter. 

56. The Commission had f a i l e d i n the past to take a c t i o n w i t h regard to 
abuses i n S r i Lanka, Turkey and Northern I r e l a n d , to name but a few. She 
wondered how long the Commission would stand by while s p e c i a l troops r e s o r t e d 
to l e t h a l f o r c e a g a i n s t c i v i l i a n s i n the B a l t i c States and elsewhere i n the 
Soviet Union. In sum, the Commission s t i l l had a long way to go before i t 
could even begin to c l a i m the mantle of l e a d e r s h i p i n addressing human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s . 

57. Mr. Bemales B a l l e s t e r o s (Peru) took the Ch a i r . 

58. Mr. WARNES ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Defence of R e l i g i o u s 
L i b e r t y ) s a i d that h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had been concerned about the i n t e n s i f i e d 
p e r s e cution of r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t i e s i n Egypt over the past two year s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the recent a r r e s t s and t o r t u r e of three young Egyptian converts 
from Islam to C h r i s t i a n i t y . Held i n detention under the 1978 Emergency A c t , 
they had been subjected to continuous v e r b a l abuse, suspension by the arms, 
c i g a r e t t e bums, beatings and e l e c t r i c shocks. Despite being declared 
innocent by judges at three separate hearings, the three had once again been 
detained by the M i n i s t r y of the I n t e r i o r and the s e c r e t p o l i c e . Current 
charges pending included "contempt of Islam" and "thr e a t e n i n g the u n i t y of the 
country", punishable by three and f i v e years i n p r i s o n , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

59. In A p r i l 1990, Abdul-Hamid Beshari Abdul Mohesen had di e d from 
haemorrhaging a f t e r prolonged t o r t u r e i n p r i s o n . The p r i s o n o f f i c i a l s had 
refused to provide a doctor unless he recanted h i s conversion to 
C h r i s t i a n i t y . His death c e r t i f i c a t e had been f a l s i f i e d to i n d i c a t e that he 
had d i e d i n h o s p i t a l . 

60. The Emergency Act denied due process of law and undermined the r o l e of 
the j u d i c i a r y . The a u t h o r i t i e s were able to hold any c i t i z e n i n d e f i n i t e l y 
without n o t i f i c a t i o n to f a m i l y members or the r i g h t to counsel. 

61. The persecution was not l i m i t e d to converts to C h r i s t i a n i t y . 
Approximately 16 per cent of the Egyptian population belonged to the Orthodox 
C h r i s t i a n Coptic Church, which dated from the period before the Arab conquest 
of Egypt i n the seventh century. Coptic Egyptians had experienced 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n employment and the d e n i a l of permits f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
churches. On 11 May 1990, a Coptic p r i e s t , h i s w i f e and three others had been 
a s s a s s i n a t e d , moments a f t e r l e a v i n g a church at A l e x a n d r i a . At the fxmeral 
s e r v i c e , the s e c u r i t y p o l i c e had broken up a peaceful demonstration by Copts 
p r o t e s t i n g at the growing v i o l e n c e against them by Muslim fimdamentalists. 

62. As a United Nations Member S t a t e , Egypt had a duty to respect and observe 
fundamental human r i g h t s and freedoms, i n c l u d i n g the freedom of r e l i g i o n . He 
the r e f o r e urged a l l d e l e g a t i o n s to j o i n him i n encouraging the Government of 
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Egypt to re l e a s e promptly p r i s o n e r s of conscience who had committed no v i o l e n t 
crime, to r e s c i n d those p o r t i o n s of the Emergency Act which v i o l a t e d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards of j u s t i c e f o r the accused and to put an end to 
r e l i g i o u s p e r s ecution and human r i g h t s abuses. He a l s o requested the 
S p e c i a l Rappporteur on r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e to i n v e s t i g a t e the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Egypt and report to the Commission. 

63. Mr. PARKER (Friends of the Earth I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) , a l s o r e p r e s e n t i n g the 
S i e r r a Club Legal Defence Fvind, s a i d he wished to draw the Commission's 
a t t e n t i o n to e c o l o g i c a l l y unsound p r a c t i c e s that had an adverse impact on 
human r i g h t s i n Guatemala. Excessive use of hazardous p e s t i c i d e s and of other 
hazardous chemicals and the d e s t r u c t i o n of n a t u r a l f o r e s t s had v i o l a t e d the 
r i g h t to l i f e and to h e a l t h of the indigenous peoples l i v i n g there. 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n s of that s i t u a t i o n , as indeed of the o v e r a l l human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala, e s p e c i a l l y i n the r u r a l areas i n h a b i t e d by indigenous 
peoples, had not been c a r r i e d out because i t had been impossible to guarantee 
the s a f e t y of the i n v e s t i g a t o r s . 

64. In a d d i t i o n to fumigation programmes, the areas concerned were a l s o 
subjected to a i r r a i d s and a r t i l l e r y a t t a c k s . As pointed out i n the report of 
the independent Expert on the s i t u a t i o n of Ьгшап r i g h t s i n Guatemala 
(E/CN.4/1991/5), s o l d i e r s had set f i r e to homes, h a r v e s t s , crops and churches 
and had destroyed domestic animals. While c o n t i n u i n g to consider the human 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala, the Commission should do so under the procedure 
provided f o r by Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1503 (XLVIII) and 
should appoint a s p e c i a l rapporteur to i n v e s t i g a t e , i n t e r a l i a , a l l e g a t i o n s of 
e c o l o g i c a l damage a s s o c i a t e d w i t h m i l i t a r y operations and the impact of those 
operations on the himaan r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n that country. 

65. The Commission should a l s o be a l e r t e d to the heavy damage caused to 
f o r e s t s i n Myanmar by i m c o n t r o l l e d l o g g i n g , p r i m a r i l y by f o r e i g n companies. 
There appeared to be no plans f o r r e f o r e s t a t i o n , and the once f e r t i l e f o r e s t s 
and surrovinding farm areas might w e l l become desert wastelands. Many of the 
logging concessions were l o c a t e d i n areas t r a d i t i o n a l l y i n h a b i t e d by e t h n i c 
m i n o r i t i e s and thus jeopardized t h e i r r i g h t s . 

66. The current régime i n Myanmar was a l s o g r a n t i n g f i s h i n g concessions to 
f o r e i g n coijipanies that were using d r i f t - n e t s to sweep the seabed of f i s h , 
thereby d e s t r o y i n g the l i v e l i h o o d of hundreds of thousands of small 
fishermen. The Commission should appoint a s p e c i a l rapporteur to i n v e s t i g a t e 
the environmental s i t u a t i o n i n Myanmar. 

67. In Mexico, foreign-owned manufacturing p l a n t s i n northern regions used 
Mexican labour and m a t e r i a l s from the United S t a t e s , i n c l u d i n g t o x i n s , to 
produce and export t a r i f f - f r e e goods back to the United S t a t e s . Over the past 
,20 years, those operations had l e d to i n d i s c r i m i n a t e hazardous-waste emissions 
and had caused a host of other environmental problems. The border region from 
C a l i f o r n i a to Texas was b e l i e v e d to be h e a v i l y p o l l u t e d by b u r i e d t o x i c 
m a t e r i a l s . The hazardous wastes had an adverse impact on the general 
environment, exposed workers and threatened p u b l i c h e a l t h and s a f e t y as a 
r e s u l t of t h e i r storage f o r prolonged periods i n urban areas. 

68. M i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t increased the chances of environmental damage. The 
p o l l u t i o n caused by o i l , whether burning or a d r i f t at sea, g r e a t l y i m p e r i l l e d 
the a b i l i t y of the planet to s u s t a i n l i f e , as d i d the use of d e f o l i a n t s . 
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pesticides and other chemical compounds in warfare. Those agents were not 
only devastating for human l i f e , but might also alter the genetic composition 
of plants, animals and humans, cause cancer and other diseases and impair the 
productivity of the earth. 

69. It was to be hoped that the Sub-Commission for Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities would investigate the impact of 
enviromental damage and human rights violations resulting from war and would 
make recommendations to the Commission on ways of addressing the need for 
additional standards to prohibit environmental warfare. 

70. Mr. KAMAROTOS (International Federation for the Protection of the Rights 
of Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and Other Minorities) said his orgemization 
was particularly concerned about the flagrant and massive violations of human 
rights and the suffering of the innocent people of Iraq and Kuwait and 
c r i t i c i z e d the Commission for i t s lack of a prompt response to serious human 
rights violations there. He drew attention, in particular, to the vulnerable 
situation of the Kurds, who might well be among the f i r s t victims of a groimd 
war. 

71. The invasion of Kuwait brought to mind the situation in Cyprus, a 
sovereign State that had been invaded in 1974 in an i l l e g a l act of aggression 
by Turkey. The time had come to prove that such flagrant violations of 
international law could not go on indefinitely and to remind the international 
commtmity that the basic principles of the Charter of the United Nations could 
not be disregarded by i t s own members. 

72. Reports from a number of NGOs indicated that the Government of Albania 
had conducted i l l e g a l executions and imprisonment axid had forcibly dispersed 
throughout Albania the Greek minority liv i n g in predominantly Greek villages 
so as to destroy their ethnic identity. Attempts to escape from Albania into 
neighbouring coimtries had been punished by prison sentences of up to 25 years 
or death. Since the beginning of 1991, however, more than 13,000 people had 
fled Albania to Greece, the Albanian border guards having taken no steps to 
stop them. 

73. That reflected a change in policy brought about by the storming of 
Western embassies by some 6,000 Albanians in the summer of 1990 and by more 
recent anti-Government riots and demonstrations. It had been reported that 
many of the people arrested in the wake of those demonstrations had been tried 
without the presence of a lawyer, and his organization urged the Government of 
Albania to make public information about those t r i a l s and about the himdreds 
of p o l i t i c a l prisoners s t i l l in the Spaç, Bater and Burrel labour camps. 
Thousands of demonstrators were currently protesting in Albania; according to 
the BBC, tanks had been used to repress the riots, and several demonstrators 
had been k i l l e d . 

74. The Albanian régime had made a number of cosmetic changes so as to 
appease i t s citizens and international criticism. Yet, despite amendments to 
the Penal Code in May 1990, religion was s t i l l subject to repression. 

75. Likewise in the name of reform, a p o l i t i c a l opposition group called the 
"Democratic Party" had been laimched, and the Albanian Government had 
announced that free elections would take place on 31 March 1991, but there 
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were serious dotibts that the opposition party was actually independent of the 
Conmunist Party. Furthermore, the régime had not accepted the proposal by the 
opposition that the elections be postponed for three months in order to give 
i t time to organize i t s campaign. The Communists had made promises of further 
reforms in order to hang on to power, but no reform could have a real effect 
as long as the Conmunist Party and the State spoke with the same voice and the 
existing Constitution was s t i l l in force. 

76. The massive flow of Albanians into Greece had, by some accounts, been 
brought on by intimidation, misinformation and rumours concerning jobs, 
property and free consumer goods awaiting them across the border. Those 
crossing the border had even spoken of a forced expulsion. With a view to the 
coming election, the Albanian Government clearly had an interest in ridding 
the country of as many as possible of the ethnic Greeks who comprised 
15 per cent of the population. It had been widely reported that many of the 
Albanian villages bordering upon Greece were already deserted. The 
international community must not tolerate those egregious human rights 
violations. A l l Albanians, including the ethnic Greek minority, had the 
legitimate right to remain in their ancestral homelands axid to build a 
po l i t i c a l system based on the rule of law in which their dignity and human 
rights were respected. The Commission must continue i t s consideration of the 
situation in Albania until i t received verifiable evidence that human rights 
were truly being respected. 

77. Mr. ROA KQURI (Cuba) said that i t was tragic that the diplomatic 
initiatives of the Soviet Union had not been allowed sufficient time to 
prevent the ground war from beginning. Once again, the hope that war would 
cease to be the cornerstone for international relations had been cruelly 
deceived. The "new order" proclaimed by the President of the United States 
increasingly resembled the one that Hitler's Germany had striven to impose 
upon the world and held grave threats for the small and defenceless cotmtries 
of the third world. 

78. Like the other members of the Security Council, Cuba had condemned the 
invasion, occupation and annexation of Kuwait by Iraq and had worked in favour 
of a non-military solution to the Gulf conflict, beginning with the withdrawal 
of a l l Iraqi forces from Kuwait. It had then sought to have the Security 
Cotmcil put an end to the loss of l i f e and the destruction brought about by 
the massive bombings of Iraqi ci t i e s and by other military actions that had 
affected the c i v i l i a n population of the cotmtries in the region and had spoken 
out in favour of restoring Kuwait's independence, sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l 
integrity. 

79. Regrettably the Security Coimcil had abdicated i t s primary responsibility 
for maintaining peace and international security, leaving the conduct of the 
war in the hands of a group of cotmtries led by the United States. 

80. The consequences of the Iraqi actions in Kuwait, including the violations 
of the htiman rights of the Kuwaiti people and, above a l l , i t s right to 
self-determination and independence, were reprehensible, but so were the 
massive and indiscriminate bombings of citi e s and non-military targets in 
Iraq, which had caused tens of thousands of victims and material losses 
estimated at $US 200 b i l l i o n . His delegation expressed i t s deep solidarity 
both with the Kuwaiti people, whose rights, sovereignty and independence 
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must be f u l l y r e s t o r e d , and w i t h the people of I r a q , to which a group of 
s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g Cuban doctors and medical personnel had been g r a n t i n g 
a s s i s t a n c e i n h o s p i t a l s i n the country, sharing the same f a t e as the c i v i l i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

81. The United Nations must stop the war immediately; otherwise, the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n would be completely d i s c r e d i t e d . 

82. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala had d e t e r i o r a t e d markedly 
i n 1990, as pointed out i n the report of the independent Expert 
(E/CN.4/1991/5). Forced and involxmtary disappearances, t o r t u r e , 
e x t r a j u d i c i a l executions, and i n t i m i d a t i o n by the death squads of leaders and 
members of human r i g h t s and popular o r g a n i z a t i o n s had p e r s i s t e d , w i t h the 
c o m p l i c i t y of the armed for c e s and s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . The authors of those 
crimes had h a r d l y ever been brought to j u s t i c e . As pointed out i n the r e p o r t , 
the reason f o r the l a c k of respect f o r human r i g h t s was to be sought i n the 
s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e s i n Guatemalan s o c i e t y and the extreme poverty, above a l l i n 
the indigenous p o p u l a t i o n , that b e i n g , i n t u r n , the o b j e c t i v e b a s i s f o r the 
popular s t r u g g l e . I t was e s s e n t i a l to c o n t r o l the armed f o r c e s and s e c u r i t y 
f o r c e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the r e p r e s s i o n and to b r i n g to a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n 
the t a l k s w i t h the Unidad R e v o l u c i o n a r i a Nacional Guatemalteca i n order to 
reach a peaceful settlement of the c o n f l i c t and b r i n g about a n a t i o n a l 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

83. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador was e q u a l l y alarming. As i n 
the case of Guatemala, E l Salvador's army - which was advised, s u p p l i e d and 
armed by the United States of America - was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a systematic 
campaign of a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , disappearances and detentions aimed at q u e l l i n g 
popular r e s i s t a n c e and preventing the c r e a t i o n of a t r u l y democratic 
Government t o face the country's s e r i o u s economic and s o c i a l problems. 

84. The massacre of peasants i n E l Zapote de Ayutuxtepeque, a l l e g e d l y 
perpetrated by the Salvadoran army on 21 January 1991, was one of a number 
of events that j e o p a r d i z e d the t a l k s between the Government and the Frente 
Farabundo M a r t i para l a Liberación Nacional (ïMLN) under the auspices of the 
Secretary-General. 

85. Another country i n the Americas where human r i g h t s were not respected 
was the United States i t s e l f , which boasted of i t s supremacy over the r e s t of 
the world but i n which some 40 m i l l i o n people, p r i m a r i l y Indians, b l a c k s and 
L a t i n Americans, had a standard of l i v i n g w e l l below that of the whites and 
u s i i a l l y l i v e d i n ghettos c h a r a c t e r i z e d by miserable h y g i e n i c c o n d i t i o n s and 
substandard housing. Recent s t u d i e s had shown that the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
wealth i n the United States was even more i n e q u i t a b l e than had been thought. 
While 20 per cent of the w e a l t h i e s t households possessed 43 per cent of the 
nation's t o t a l income and 90 per cent of i t s f i n a n c i a l a ssets the l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s of tens of m i l l i o n s of people were i d e n t i c a l w i t h those foimd i n 
the t h i r d world. 

86. P o l i c e b r u t a l i t y and racism were rampant, and the members of the Indian, 
b l a c k and L a t i n o movements were subjected to r e p r e s s i o n , and dozens of 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , such as Leonard P e l t i e r , were behind b a r s . In percentage 
terms, the United States had the l a r g e s t p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n i n the w o r l d , 
followed by South A f r i c a . P r i s o n e r s were subject to t e r r i b l e e x p l o i t a t i o n . 
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In federal prisons they received a monthly salary of about $US 42; thus, in 
practice, they were used as slave labour, in violation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

87. In Cuba, a developing country with limited resources, the Penal Code 
provided for prisoners to perform useful work, for which they were paid at 
the same rate as the other workers ̂ in the coxintry. The Social Security Act 
provided for the family of the person to be compensated in case of the 
occupational accident or death of the prisoner. In Cuba's social system, 
the human being was the centre of concern. 

88. In 1987, the then permanent representative of the United States to 
the United Nations had made allegations to the Conmission that Cuba had 
over 20,000 p o l i t i c a l prisoners, that i t was guilty of extrajudicial deaths by 
f i r i n g squad and that torture was systematically practised. In response, the 
Government of Cuba had decided, in 1988, to invite the Commission to send a 
mission to observe the humeua rights situation there. The mission established 
that there were no cases of torture, disappearance or secret deaths by f i r i n g 
squad. There were less than 100 counter-revolutionary prisoners and not 
10,000, as the permanent representative of the United States had alleged. It 
had also been asserted that the Cuban Government had taken retaliatory 
measures against persons who spoke to the mission but the only basis was that 
one of them had been arrested for disturbing law and order and not for giving 
information to the Commission. Furthermore, the report of the United Nations 
Secretary-General before the Commission, had duly c l a r i f i e d the matter. 

89. In fact, Cuba had invited a mission to v i s i t the country in 1988, a step 
which few member States had taken, i t had opened public debate on the report 
of that mission and provided the c l a r i f i c a t i o n and further information 
requested by the Secretary-General through the Centre for Human Rights. 
However, i t refused to be subjected to the discriminatory treatment which 
the United States Government was trying to impose. It had f u l f i l l e d i t s 
obligation by maintaining contacts with the Secretary-General and informing 
him of any cases, where necessary. 

90. He hoped that the members of the Commission would not allow themselves 
to be won over by the anti-Cuban positions of the United States Government. 
The brutal repression in some countries of popular demonstrations protesting 
against the d i f f i c u l t economic and social situation of the lower-income groups 
and the massive and flagrant violations of human rights of the South African 
and Palestinian people were well known. Cuba could not be judged by the same 
yardstick, nor should other violations be selectively passed over in silence. 
His Government had demonstrated that i t was willing to co-operate with the 
United Nations at the same level as the other Member States, and i t would 
never yield to the impositions of the United States in the Commission or in 
any other forum. 

91. Mr. de RIVERO (Peru) said that, over the past two years, democracy had 
been established in v i r t u a l l y a l l the countries of the world, the peoples of 
which had expressed their belief in freedom, justice, the strengthening of 
c i v i l i a n society and social justice. However, while some problems had been 
removed some other sensitive ones had arisen to join the ones that s t i l l 
persisted. 
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92. In Cyprus, f o r example, i t was to be hoped t h a t , as a r e s u l t of the 
Secretary-General's good o f f i c e s , a f i n a l , e q u i t a b l e settlement would be 
reached i n which the i n t e r e s t s of both communities were provided f o r and that 
the t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and non-aligned status of the country would be 
preserved and the d i g n i t y and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s of i t s people respected. 

93. Another problem was the threat to human r i g h t s and v i o l a t i o n of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n r e c e n t l y occupied Kuwait. The Government and people of 
Peru supported the people of Kuwait but a l s o f e l t that a l l the f o r c e s engaged 
i n the c o n f l i c t were m o r a l l y bound to respect the human r i g h t s of the c i v i l i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n and s c r u p u l o u s l y to observe the standards of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
humanitarian law, p a r t i c u l a r l y the A d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l s to the Geneva 
Conventions. His d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the war would end q u i c k l y and that 
peace would soon be r e s t o r e d . 

94. In the L a t i n American region and Caribbean, there was i n c r e a s i n g respect 
f o r human r i g h t s . The case of C h i l e had, on h i s delegation's p r o p o s a l , been 
removed from the Commission's agenda as an independent item because democracy 
had been r e s t o r e d i n that cotintry. In H a i t i a l s o , democracy had been 
r e - e s t a b l i s h e d . C r e d i t was due to the H a i t i a n armed f o r c e s f o r the important 
r o l e they had played i n r e s p e c t i n g the wishes of the people. He urged the 
new Government to continue i t s e f f o r t s to c o n s o l i d a t e democracy and the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, e s p e c i a l l y the United Nations through the Centre f o r 
Human Rights to give P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e i t s complete support. 

95. In E l Salvador, h i s de l e g a t i o n welcomed the Secretary-General's e f f o r t s 
to b r i n g about a peaceful s o l u t i o n to the c i v i l s t r i f e and hoped that the work 
of the Secretary-General and of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur would b r i n g an e a r l y 
peace and the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l r i g h t s . In the 
case of Guatemala, Peru, together w i t h the co u n t r i e s of the Rio Group, had 
been working to achieve respect f o r hijuniin r i g h t s through a procedural s o l u t i o n . 

96. In c o n c l u s i o n , he pointed out that human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s could occur 
i n almost every country, rega rd le ss of i t s l e v e l of development. Those 
v i o l a t i o n s were more pronounced i n co u n t r i e s where weak p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and c i v i l c o n f l i c t were combined. However, poverty, s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e and the 
economic c r i s i s and the p e r s i s t e n t debt c o n s t i t u t e d a stumbling b l o c k to any 
e f f o r t s to improve the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n many c o u n t r i e s . He therefore 
appealed to a l l Governments to view the question of hxjman r i g h t s i n i n d i v i d u a l 
c o u n t r i e s w i t h i n the wider p o l i t i c a l , economic and himjanitarian context. 

97. Mr. MALGINQV (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) s a i d that the 
fo r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n of the Commission was t a k i n g place i n a p e r i o d of 
change i n which the s p i r i t of c o n f r o n t a t i o n that had long c h a r a c t e r i z e d i t s 
work was fa d i n g i n t o the past. While i t was l e s s c l e a r what the f u t u r e held 
i n s t o r e f o r the Commission's work, i t was to be hoped that i n c r e a s i n g l y c l o s e 
co-operation among States on human r i g h t s questions would p r e v a i l . 

98. The Soviet Union had repeatedly s t r e s s e d the f a c t that expressions of 
concern by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community about the himian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n ' i n a 
given country d i d not c o n s t i t u t e i n t e r f e r e n c e i n that coimtry's domestic 
a f f a i r s . That was the very point of agenda item 12. His d e l e g a t i o n was 
prepared to l i s t e n to suggestions on ways to reso l v e problems a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h the democratization of Soviet s o c i e t y . The statements of a пгшЬег of 
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delegations, however, had been emotional and, on occasion, even pedantic, 
and i t was to be hoped that human rights problems could be addressed with 
restraint, and without succumbing to polemics. 

99. Regrettably, the pre-conditions for democracy and respect for human 
rights had been prejudiced in those regions of the world that were facing 
armed conflicts or their effects. Armed aggression was the direct negation 
of human rights and individual freedoms, of which the war in the Persian Gulf 
region was the latest clear confirmation. The Soviet Union called for the 
unconditional restoration of a l l the rights of the people of Kuwait. 

100. The Commission had already expressed i t s position on the question of 
the violation by the Israeli authorities of the rights of the Arab population 
in the occupied territories. A p o l i t i c a l solution must be foxmd that was 
acceptable to a l l ; otherwise i t would be d i f f i c u l t to improve the human rights 
situation in the region. 

101. The situation in Afghanistan remained d i f f i c u l t . Skirmishes continued to 
take place between the armed forces of the Government and the Mujahldln, and 
the flow of refugees had not diminished. That could not help but have an 
adverse effect on c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l and socio-economic rights in Afghanistan. 
The Soviet Union had repeatedly stressed that any solution to the problem must 
be found through an inter-Afghan dialogue based on the Geneva Accords of 1988. 

102. A dialogue between the two communities on Cyprus should become the 
foundation for settling human rights questions there. Any solution to the 
problem must provide gtiarantees for the rights of a l l Cypriots. 

103. His Government was deeply concerned about the continuing conflict in 
El Salvador. 

104. Recent developments in South Africa had given rise to hopes that the 
inhuman system of apartheid would soon be replaced by a democratic, non-racial 
Government that guaranteed equal rights and freedoms for a l l citizens. The 
Commission should help promote that positive process. 

105. The Soviet Union welcomed the democratic transformation in Chile. The 
Commission had made an important contribution to dismantling the totalitarian 
régime in that country, and i t was to be hoped that the idea of human rights 
would once again reign there. 

106. A major obstacle to f u l l implementation of hiuian rights was the 
incompatibility of national legislation with internationally recognized 
standards. The United Nations Decade of International Law, proclaimed by the 
General Assembly in 1990, should help to improve the legal knowledge of the 
subject in national law enforcement bodies. The World Public Information 
campaign for Human Rights, to which the Centre for Human Rights had made an 
important contribution, was also a significant development. 

107. The World Conference on Human Rights would be an event of enormous 
importance, and the Soviet Union was prepared to help to ensure i t s success. 
In that context, his Government was working to democratize Soviet society and 
make the rights of the individual a primary concern. 
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108. Mr. SIBAL (In d i a ) s a i d that there had been a breakthrough f o r democracy 
i n many c o u n t r i e s , w i t h the attendant commitment to strengthening human 
r i g h t s . The euphoria concerning that development had, however, been dampened 
by the t r a g i c developments i n the G u l f , where Iraq's i n v a s i o n of Kuwait had 
created massive human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 

109. The Commission should be v i g i l a n t to ensure that the espousal of human 
r i g h t s d i d not become an issue which d i v i d e d people and nations and that human 
r i g h t s issues were not used f o r p o l i t i c a l ends. His de l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d i n 
the e s s e n t i a l i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of human r i g h t s and t h a t , f o r example, no people 
should be asked to choose between food or freedom. His Government was 
therefore seeking to combine democracy w i t h economic and s o c i a l development 
and s o c i a l j u s t i c e through a non-violent and democratic process. 

110. Some of the most hopeful developments i n 1990 had occurred i n 
southern A f r i c a . An independent Namibia had been welcomed i n t o the 
United Nations. The South A f r i c a n Government had r e c e n t l y announced the 
repeal of the remaining a p a r t h e i d laws but the continued v i o l e n c e i n the 
bla c k townships and the involvement of the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s s t i l l gave cause 
f o r concern. 

111. In F i j i , on the other hand, a new C o n s t i t u t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g racism 
had been promulgated by an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n without any popular mandate which 
was r u l i n g the country a t the behest of the army. Under that C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
severe r e s t r i c t i o n s were placed on freedom of expression, j u d i c i a l review i n 
respect of p r o t e c t i o n from d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was c u r t a i l e d and fundamental r i g h t s 
such as the r i g h t to l i f e could be suspended. I t f u r t h e r provided f o r an 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n President without any p u b l i c a c c o u n t a b i l i t y and d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d 
urban F i j i a n s i n order to ensure the e x e r c i s e of power by a r a c i s t o l i g a r c h y . 

112. The democratic and human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s i n F i j i had r e j e c t e d the 
new C o n s t i t u t i o n and had decided to boycott any e l e c t i o n h e l d under i t s 
p r o v i s i o n s . Documented reports by i n t e r n a t i o n a l hviman r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and prominent j u r i s t s monitoring human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s provided i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the suppression of c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i t i e s and the a r r e s t and t o r t u r e of 
j o u r n a l i s t s and academics. The r a c i s t elements i n F i j i , i n c l u d i n g those i n 
the army, had laimched a campaign to i n t i m i d a t e , h u m i l i a t e , t o r t u r e and 
b r u t a l i z e c e r t a i n s e c t i o n s of the F i j i a n p o p u l a t i o n , which they d i d w i t h the 
moral and m a t e r i a l support of the i n t e r i m Government. 

113. I n d i a was deeply concerned over that i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n of racism 
i n F i j i . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should act u r g e n t l y to prevent i t s 
entrenchment i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of the country. The d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
C o n s t i t u t i o n should be withdrawn and n e g o t i a t i o n s s t a r t e d between the 
communities to enable the people of F i j i to enjoy human r i g h t s . 

114. His Government b e l i e v e d that there could be no permanent peace i n the 
Middle East without a j u s t and comprehensive settlement based on the 
i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. The United Nations should 
address that v i t a l question on which a p l e t h o r a of General Assembly, 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and Commission r e s o l u t i o n s already e x i s t e d . The v i o l a t i o n s 
of hvmian r i g h t s i n the Gulf were a source of deep concern and the h o s t i l i t i e s 
had caused considerable l o s s of c i v i l i a n l i f e and poverty. He urged that 
every p o s s i b l e precaution be taken to pr o t e c t the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 
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115. The régime i n Myanmar was s t i l l r e f u s i n g to accept the v e r d i c t of the 
people. His d e l e g a t i o n hoped that i t would respond to the c i t i z e n s ' demand 
f o r freedom and democracy and would work w i t h them to e s t a b l i s h peace and 
democratic order. 

116. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l conanunity should e m p h a t i c a l l y denounce such 
g l a r i n g v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms as those he 
had mentioned. I t should always bear i n mind that the human being was to be 
regarded as transcending the l i m i t a t i o n s of s o c i e t i e s or groups, because such 
a perception would give meaning to the work of the Commission. 

117. Mr. VASILENKO (Ukrainian SSR) s a i d that the main aim of the d i s c u s s i o n 
was to i d e n t i f y the most e f f e c t i v e means of combating and ending gross hviman 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . To e l i m i n a t e the root causes of f l a g r a n t and massive 
v i o l a t i o n s , c o n s t r u c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l dialogue and the concerted e f f o r t s 
of a l l States were needed. In the past, p o l i t i c a l means had been used to 
solve the Namibian problem and to b r i n g p r a c t i c a l s o l u t i o n s to bear on the 
Cambodian problem. They should a l s o enable a dialogue to be i n i t i a t e d w i t h 
the communities i n Cyprus and elsewhere, 

1 1 8 . That was a welcome trend but i t should not be f o r g o t t e n that massive 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s were s t i l l o c c u r r i n g i n southern A f r i c a j i n the Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s occupied by I s r a e l s i n Kuwait, s e i z e d by I r a q , and i n other parts 
of the world. The Commission should r e f r a i n from adopting double standards 
i n e v a l u a t i n g such s i t i x a t i o n s , and f u r t h e r e f f o r t s were r e q u i r e d by the 
United Nations and the Commission to promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation to 
combat such s i t u a t i o n s wherever they occurred. One area of such co-operation 
should be the for m u l a t i o n of measures w i t h i n the Commission to prevent any 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s ^ 

1 1 9 . I n that regards he drew a t t e n t i o n to the important concept of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the suppression of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . No S t a t e , 
regardless of i t s p o l i t i c a l composition, population s i z e , geographical l o c a t i o n 
or l e v e l of development had as yet been wholly s u c c e s s f u l i n ensuring the whole 
range of human r i g h t s f o r a l l s o c i a l groups. Moreover, i n the h i s t o r y of the 
development of any countryg anomalies could occur which sometimes caused 
massive and f l a g r a n t r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , 

1 2 0 . In view of that f a c t , the United Nations should not only deal w i t h 
e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n s but should a l s o e s t a b l i s h safeguards to prevent such 
s i t u a t i o n s o c c u r r i n g ^ A major part of those safeguards would be playeé 
by the concept of the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the State and of i t s o f f i c i a l s f o r 
v i o l a t i o n s of human rights-. 

1 2 1 . In most cases the State was the worst offender i n respect of massive 
v i o l a t i o n s which were c a r r i e d out by p a r t i c u l a r organs of the State or 
s p e c i f i c o f f i c i a l s . The l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n of himian r i g h t s should thus be 
c a r r i e d out at two l e v e l s ; i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y . One way of 
a f f o r d i n g p r o t e c t i o n at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l was the establishment of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards w h i l e , a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , the means of p r o t e c t i o n 
should be the States own l e g a l standards. E f f o r t s at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l 
to e s t a b l i s h such standards had been i n progress f o r more than 30 years i n the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Commission, which had been preparing a d r a f t convention on 
State r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and a code f o r the peace and s e c u r i t y of mankind. 
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122. The Human Rights Commission should c a l l on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law 
Commission to speed up i t s work on the convention on the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
of S t a t e s . In the meanwhile, the Commission could c a l l upon a l l States 
to take measures to complete t h e i r n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n regarding the s t r i c t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of o f f i c i a l s and c i t i z e n s f o r gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . 

123. The Commission should imdertake a study of the n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n of 
States to gather inform a t i o n on the experience of implementing i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
standards aimed at preventing human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . The study could serve 
as a b a s i s f o r d r a f t i n g a d e c l a r a t i o n on the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s and the r i g h t s of people. His d e l e g a t i o n would, i n due course, 
submit a r e s o l u t i o n on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms. 

124. Mr. WESTON (Observer f o r the United Kingdom) s a i d t h a t , as B r i t i s h 
Ambassador to Kuwait, he could speak from personal experience of the human 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n that country a f t e r the I r a q i i n v a s i o n on 2 August 1990. 
From that day u n t i l the day he l e f t , a l l s u p p l i e s to h i s Einbassy had been cut 
o f f by I r a q i troops, i n c l u d i n g tanks, and the s t a f f had sur v i v e d thanks to i t s 
own re s o u r c e f u l n e s s . A f t e r 24 August 1990, when he was able to move w i t h 
reasonable freedom around Kuwait C i t y , he had witnessed l o o t i n g and wanton 
d e s t r u c t i o n on a massive s c a l e by I r a q i s o l d i e r s and c i v i l i a n s . They s t o l e 
e verything that could p o s s i b l y be c a r r i e d away from shops and p r i v a t e homes 
and wantonly destroyed anything that was not worth s t e a l i n g . 

125. Many f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l s had l o s t everything they owned and roamed the 
s t r e e t s searching f o r food. Thousands of the f o r e i g n r e s i d e n t s i n Kuwait from 
c o u n t r i e s such as I n d i a , P a k i s t a n , S r i Lanka, Egypt and the P h i l i p p i n e s were 
to be seen begging f o r a s s i s t a n c e from t h e i r embassies, which were completely 
overwhelmed. The p l i g h t of the Western n a t i o n a l s was, perhaps, l e s s dramatic, 
though many of them had had t h e i r homes broken i n t o and there had been s e v e r a l 
cases of rape. None of the Westerners had been allowed to leave the coxmtry 
and the p o l i c y of d e t a i n i n g them and t r a n s f e r r i n g them to s t r a t e g i c s i t e s as 
human s h i e l d s had a l r e a d y s t a r t e d . 

126. Because he had been confined to h i s &nbassy from 24 August 1990, he had 
had no d i r e c t personal evidence of the a t r o c i t i e s c a r r i e d out by I r a q i f o r c e s 
apart from l o o t i n g and events he could witness from h i s windows. Open trucks 
p i l e d w i t h s t o l e n goods of a l l kinds had c o n s t a n t l y passed the Embassy and he 
had seen numbers of t r a i l e r s heading n o r t h and c a r r y i n g yachts and motorboats, 
as w e l l as heavy equipment removed from f a c t o r i e s and workshops. Many times 
d a i l y he had recei v e d telephone c a l l s from K u w a i t i s , B r i t i s h c i t i z e n s and 
others w i t h a p p a l l i n g r e p orts of s u f f e r i n g . The persons to whom he had spoken 
had given eye-witness accoimts of such i n c i d e n t s i n s i c k e n i n g and convincing 
d e t a i l , some of which had been p u b l i c i z e d the previous week at a press 
conference organized i n London by the A l l - P a r t y Parliamentary Conmittee 
on Human R i g h t s . 

127. He had f i n a l l y l e f t Kuwait on 16 December 1990, and on the journey to the 
a i r p o r t he had seen f u r t h e r evidence of the d e s t r u c t i o n caused by the I r a q i 
i n v a s i o n . Kuwait C i t y had been a ghost town w i t h s i g n s of damage everywhere. 
On a r r i v a l a t the a i r p o r t , he had seen an enormous f l i g h t s i m u l a t o r being 
taken o f f by truck to Baghdad to j o i n the works of a r t , f u r n i t u r e , e l e c t r i c a l 
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f i t t i n g s , computers, machine t o o l s and other equipment c a r r i e d o f f to I r a q . 
The l o o t i n g , which he had seen w i t h h i s own eyes, paled i n t o i n s i g n i f i c a n c e , 
however, compared w i t h the more recent accounts of the a c t i v i t i e s of I r a q i 
troops i n Kuwait C i t y . He p a i d a t r i b u t e to the courage and endurance of 
K u w a i t i c i t i z e n s who had remained behind and to the f o r t i t u d e of members of 
f o r e i g n communities forced to stay w i t h them, who had l i v e d day by day l i k e 
r a t s i n the a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g ducts of t h e i r houses, coming out at n i g h t only 
to o b t a i n s u p p l i e s to enable them to endure another day. On that day -
Kuwait's N a t i o n a l Day - he hoped and prayed that em end to i t s people's 
s u f f e r i n g would not be long delayed. 

128. Mr. ELARABY (Observer f o r Egypt) s a i d i t was unfortunate that the 
Middle East appeared to be i s o l a t e d from a world that was moving i n t o a 
new e r a , i n which détente would replace c o n f r o n t a t i o n , the c o l d war could be 
brought to an end and there would be a peace based not on a balance of t e r r o r 
but on the genuine determination of peoples and States to co-operate. 

129. In the Middle East, r i g h t s were v i o l a t e d and i n f r i n g e d , the unlawful 
occupation of t e r r i t o r i e s continued, peace and s e c u r i t y were n o n - e x i s t e n t , 
resources were wasted and the spectre of war remained. M i l i t a r y occupation 
was the most extreme form of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n c e i t v i o l a t e d the 
r i g h t s of an e n t i r e people, d e p r i v i n g i t of i t s r i g h t to an independent 
existence even s o c i a l l y and economically. 

130. Iraq's occupation of Kuwait had set a dangerous precedent that i n f r i n g e d 
the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the League of Arab States 
and the Arab J o i n t Defence Agreement. In i t s deep concern f o r the i n t e r e s t s 
of I r a q and Kuwait a l i k e , Egypt had c o n s t a n t l y s t r i v e n to r e - e s t a b l i s h normal 
r e l a t i o n s between the two c o i m t r i e s , and had been assured by the I r a q i 
l e a d e r s h i p that f o r c e would not be lised to s e t t l e i t s d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h 
Kuwait. Even when the i n v a s i o n had taken p l a c e , Egypt had r e f r a i n e d from 
condemning I r a q immediately s but had merely c a l l e d f o r withdrawal and a r e t u r n 
to l e g i t i m a c y . I t had c o n s t a n t l y t r i e d to keep the c r i s i s w i t h i n an Arab 
context and had endeavoured to convene an Arab summit conference. The League 
of Arab States had i t s e l f convened an Arab Summit on 10 August 1990 to confirm 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 660 (1990) condemning Iraq's i n v a s i o n of Kuwait 
and c a l l f o r withdrawal and a r e t u r n to l e g i t i m a c y . In i t s r e s o l u t i o n s 
the Arab Summit had r e j e c t e d Iraq's t h r e a t s against the Gulf States and i t s 
concentration of forces on the Saudi Arabian f r o n t i e r and had endorsed the 
determination of the Gulf States to ensure respect f o r t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s 
as set f o r t h i n a r t i c l e 8 of the J o i n t Defence Agreement of the Arab States s 
i n a r t i c l e 6 of the Charter of the Arab S t a t e s , i n A r t i c l e 51 of the Charter 
of the United Nations and i n the relevant S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s , and to 
respond to Saudi Arabia's request that Arab forces should help to defend i t s 
t e r r i t o r y . The Arab Summit r e s o l u t i o n had f u r t h e r c a l l e d f o r a l l operations 
to be brought to an end once I r a q i forces had withdrawn from Kuwait and 
l e g i t i m a c y had been r e s t o r e d . President Mubarak had c o n s t a n t l y urged the 
I r a q i President to respond to the r e s o l u t i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and 
the Arab Stmranit and had warned of the serious consequences that would f o l l o w 
h i s aggression against Kuwait. Egypt had never taken sides i n any c o n f l i c t 
between brother Arab States but had c o n s i s t e n t l y supported j u s t i c e and respect 
f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitarian law i n the i n t e r e s t of both s i d e s . 
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131. One wrong could not j u s t i f y another, and aggression was never a way of 
ensuring j u s t i c e . I r a q could best serve the P a l e s t i n i a n cause by withdrawing 
from Kuwait and av o i d i n g any pretext f o r other forms of occupation so that 
a j u s t and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n could be sought to the P a l e s t i n i a n problem. 
The P a l e s t i n i a n people, whose h e r o i c u p r i s i n g had not been q u e l l e d , had 
an i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the c r e a t i o n of t h e i r own 
independent S t a t e . E f f o r t s should be d i r e c t e d to supporting t h e i r r i g h t s 
on the b a s i s of the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and the Charter of the 
United Nations, and should not be d i v e r t e d from that cause. The need to speak 
of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s by occupation f o r c e s i n Kuwait was a matter of deep 
regr e t to h i s d e l e g a t i o n . P r a c t i c e s of a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t and d e t e n t i o n , 
t o r t u r e , murder, summary execu t i o n , c o n f i s c a t i o n of property and p h y s i c a l 
and moral a t t a c k s on Kuwaitis and others l i v i n g i n Kuwait had reached an 
i n t o l e r a b l e l e v e l , as had been borne out by the evidence j u s t given by the 
observer f o r the United Kingdom. The s u f f e r i n g s of the I r a q i and K u w a i t i 
people a l i k e as a r e s u l t of the occupation of Kuwait and non-respect f o r 
l e g i t i m a c y were deeply d i s t r e s s i n g . What was req u i r e d was a complete 
withdrawal from Kuwait and the r e s t o r a t i o n of i t s l e g i t i m a t e Government. 

132. Once peace had returned, every opportunity should be s e i z e d to 
r e - e s t a b l i s h i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and respect f o r human r i g h t s both i n the 
Gulf and throughout the Middle East, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n P a l e s t i n e and the Golan 
and i n southeim Lebanon, which I s r a e l had occupied by f o r c e on the p r e t e x t , 
r e j e c t e d by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, of defending i t s s e c u r i t y - an 
a n a c h r o n i s t i c and outmoded idea stemming from the c o l o n i a l i s t p e r i o d . I s r a e l 
must implement S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 425 (1978) and 509 (1982) and 
withdraw from southern Lebanon so that Lebanon could r e g a i n i t s sovereignty 
and independence. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must make every e f f o r t to 
r e - e s t a b l i s h a j u s t and e q u i t a b l e peace based on the r i g h t s of peoples and the 
sovereignty and independence of S t a t e s , on p r i n c i p l e s of c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y 
and on p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n development. Egypt was concerned to help Kuwait t c 
overcome i t s s u f f e r i n g s and p a r t i c i p a t e i n the r e s t o r a t i o n of peace and 
s e c u r i t y i n the region and to ensure that the Ku w a i t i and I r a q i people 
could enjoy t h e i r f u l l r i g h t s f r e e from the horrors of war and d e s t r u c t i o n ^ 

1 3 3 . Mr. AL-SABAH (Observer f o r Kuwait) r e c a l l e d t h a t , a day e a r l i e r . 
the c o a l i t i o n forces had begun the l a s t phase i n the l i b e r a t i o n of Kuwait 
f o l l o w i n g Iraq's r e j e c t i o n of the l a s t chance to implement the r e s o i u t i o n s 
of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . Kuwait prayed that God would b r i n g an e a r l y end t c 
the war w i t h minimum human c a s u a l t i e s and m a t e r i a l l o s s e s . During the past 
seven months, i t had been subjected to much s u f f e r i n g , i n j u s t i c e , r e p r e s s i v e 
p r a c t i c e s , d e s t r u c t i o n and aggression as a r e s u l t of Iraq's b a r b a r i c 
occupation. That aggression, and the subsequent d i s p e r s a l of the K u w a i t i 
people, represented a c l e a r v i o l a t i o n of the Charter of the United Nations, 
the printíiples set f o r t h i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , and a l l 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l covenants and norms. Flagrant human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s had been 
committed against a l l sectors of the Kuw a i t i people regardless of age or 
gender. 

134. The noble p r i n c i p l e s set f o r t h i n the preamble to the Charter of the 
United Nations and i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights were aimed at 
prese r v i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , p r o t e c t i n g human r i g h t s and the 
d i g n i t y of i n d i v i d u a l s and saving humanity from the m i s e r i e s of war, i n j u s t i c e , 
r e p r e s s i v e p r a c t i c e s and d e s t r u c t i o n . Those p r i n c i p l e s had been adopted to be 
a p p l i e d f o r the b e n e f i t of hiimanity, and were not to be disregarded. 



E/CN.4/1991/SR.40 
page 24 

135. The I r a q i aggression which, s i n c e 2 August 1990, had been d i r e c t e d 
against the K u w a i t i people, t e r r i t o r y and Government, had been and continued 
to be the most outrageous aggression i n modem h i s t o r y . H e a v i l y armed w i t h 
hundreds of thousands of s o l d i e r s , hundreds of f i g h t e r planes and thousands 
of tanks and items of a r t i l l e r y equipment, Ir a q had occupied and annexed 
Kuwait by f o r c e , and the occupying forces had waged an organized campaign 
to t e r r o r i z e and murder the defenceless people - a well-prepared campaign 
d e l i b e r a t e l y designed to o b l i t e r a t e a people's i d e n t i t y and e l i m i n a t e i t from 
the world map. Members of the Commission were aware of the s u f f e r i n g of the 
K u w a i t i people as a r e s u l t of that b a r b a r i c aggression. From the f i r s t hours 
of the i n v a s i o n , the I r a q i s had committed the most heinous crimes against 
K u w a i t i and non-Kuwaiti r e s i d e n t s and had caused massive d e s t r u c t i o n of 
property and of the country's i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . They had l o o t e d p u b l i c and 
p r i v a t e p r o p e r t i e s , t e r r o r i z e d K u w a i t i c i t i z e n s and v i o l a t e d t h e i r p r i v a c y 
and destroyed the country's s e c u r i t y system and socio-economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h the aim of d e s t r o y i n g the b a s i c foxmdations of Kuwaiti s o c i e t y . I r a q i 
s o l d i e r s had crossed the d i v i d i n g l i n e between humanity and savagery and 
committed the most c r u e l crimes against the peaceful K u w a i t i people, some 
d e t a i l s of which were shown i n document E/CN.4/1991/70. One example was 
the a t r o c i t y committed against Mr. Adel E l - F a l a h , who had been a r r e s t e d at 
h i s home and l a t e r taken back on the verge of death as a r e s u l t of severe 
t o r t u r e . His w i f e and three young daughters had then been f o r c e d to look 
on w h i l e he was shot. The reason f o r h i s execution was that he had been 
p r o v i d i n g food to Western n a t i o n a l s h i d i n g i n Kuwait. Hundreds of K u w a i t i 
c i t i z e n s had been executed i n the s t r e e t s i n f r o n t of t h e i r r e l a t i v e s and 
thousands k i l l e d i n detention centres f o l l o w i n g severe t o r t u r e . A K u w a i t i 
p h y s i c i a n had reported that f i v e or s i x new bodies had been brought to h i s 
h o s p i t a l d a i l y . Many of the v i c t i m s , mostly i n t h e i r twenties, had borne 
marks of t o r t u r e , which had i n c l u d e d burning by c i g a r e t t e s and heated metal 
rods, e l e c t r i c shock, c u t t i n g o f f of tongues or e a r s , gouging out of the eyes 
and the breaking of limbs. In most cases, the immediate cause of death 
appeared to have been a s i n g l e shot i n the back of the head or i n the ear 
or mouth. 

136. His d e l e g a t i o n was deeply concerned about recent i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d 
from occupied Kuwait which i n d i c a t e d that oppressive and inhuman p r a c t i c e s by 
the occupying f o r c e s continued unabated and were of an i n t e n s i t y and c r u e l t y 
h i t h e r t o imwitnessed. Since the beginning of the operations to l i b e r a t e 
Kuwait, a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s had e s c a l a t e d . When r e l a t i v e s i n q u i r e d about 
detained persons, the I r a q i s would r e p l y that they had d u t i e s to perform 
and would r e t u r n i n a few days. Information had been rece i v e d that the I r a q i 
f o r c e s had been ordered to a r r e s t and d e t a i n 40,000 Kuwaitis i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y , 
which meant that there was a d e l i b e r a t e plan to d e t a i n a l l K u w a i t i men 
remaining i n the occupied covintry. They had already begun to be a r r e s t e d 
i n t h e i r homes and anyone r e f u s i n g to give food and medical s u p p l i e s to I r a q i 
s o l d i e r s who had forced t h e i r way i n t o K u waiti homes was shot immediately. 
The unprecedented b r u t a l i t y of the I r a q i f o r c e s and t h e i r b a r b a r i c execution 
of K u w a i t i detainees was an a f f r o n t to human f e e l i n g s . Recent i n f o r m a t i o n 
i n d i c a t e d that they had begun to execute male and female K u w a i t i detainees and 
throw t h e i r naked and m u t i l a t e d bodies i n t o the s t r e e t s . Moreover, i n c l e a r 
v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, the I r a q i f o r c e s had g r e a t l y endangered the 
l i v e s of c i v i l i a n s i n Kuwait by concentrating t h e i r m i l i t a r y personnel and 
equipment i n r e s i d e n t i a l areas and on r o o f t o p s . Recent crimes aimed at the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of the economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of Kuwait i n c l u d e d s e t t i n g f i r e to 
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more than 200 o i l wells, o i l storage tanks, refineries, petrochemical plcmts 
and water desalination and el e c t r i c i t y production plants, thus not only 
crippling Kuwait's future economic welfare but also threatening the safety 
of people and the environment both inside and outside Kuwait. 

137. It was shameful that the country conmitting those crimes, and notorious 
for i t s despicable violations of human rights and of the Third and Fourth 
Geneva Conventions, should continue to be a member of the Commission on 
Human Rights. The Iraqi delegation, which had uttered nothing but fallacies 
designed to divert the Commission from the true situation and to f a l s i f y 
Kuwait's history, should not be allowed to participate in further discussions 
of human rights issues. Kuwait called for the prosecution of Iraqi o f f i c i a l s 
for their crimes against humanity and called upon a l l peace-loving nations 
which opposed aggression and upheld the principles of human rights strongly 
and decisively to condemn those atrocities. His delegation, which intended 
to submit a draft resolution for that purpose, requested that a special 
rapporteur should be appointed to examine and report on the human rights 
violations committed in Kuwait by the Iraqi invading and occupying forces. 
His country would be ready to welcome the special rapporteur, when appointed, 
and f u l l y to co-operate with him, and would also welcome international 
humanitarian organizations, particularly the International Coranittee of 
the Red Cross, to help to lessen the suffering of the Kuwaiti people. 

138. Mr. SAMPOVAARA (Observer for Finland) said that, in pursuing the complex 
task of assessing the human rights sit\iation in any part of the world, i t was 
gratifying to note that there had been some fundamental changes for the better. 
One such change was that the lessening of ideological differences permitted 
human rights issues to be discussed in a less combative atmosphere than 
formerly. Such issues occupied an important place in Finnish foreign policy, 
and i t was encouraging to note that they had become a subject of international 
dialogue both multilaterally and bi l a t e r a l l y . The Conmission's very existence 
showed that attention to human rights issues in other countries was no longer 
considered as interference in internal a f f a i r s . By Its participation in the 
current discussion, Finland accepted that principle. 

139. Respect for humcui rights was essential for international peace and 
st a b i l i t y . Gross violations of and disregard for basic human rights 
inevitably led to international tension and conflict, such as the Gulf war. 
Finland had been among the sponsors of General Assembly resolution 45/170 
on the situation of human rights in occupied Kuwait, in which the serious 
violations of human rights against t^e Kuwaiti people and third State 
nationals there had been condemned. The Iraqi Government had caused untold 
suffering and vast economic losses. Reports had been received that day of new 
atrocities and wanton destruction of property by the Iraqi forces. There had 
long been a deplorable human rights sitiiation in Iraq i t s e l f , and in addition 
to occupying Kuwait, the Iraqi Government had also made deliberate missile 
attacks against c i v i l i a n targets in the area and caused environmental damage. 

140. The international community had unanimously called upon Iraq to abide 
by the relevant Security Coimcil resolutions and to respect the Geneva 
Conventions, and a l l parties should be reminded of the need for respect for 
international humanitarian law. The protection of civilians in armed conflict 
was an absolute obligation of the belligerents and of any occupying power. 
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141. A f u r t h e r milestone had been reached i n Europe i n 1990 w i t h the 
adoption by the P a r i s Stamnit of the Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation 
i n Europe (CSCE) of the Charter f o r a New Europe. The common pledge of the 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g States to c o n s o l i d a t e respect f o r hvmian r i g h t s , democracy and 
the r u l e of law and to e s t a b l i s h new mechanisms had r a i s e d the process to 
a higher l e v e l . The Charter of P a r i s was an i r r e v o c a b l e step towards the 
strengthening of peace and the promotion of u n i t y i n Europe. His Government 
had therefore r e c e i v e d w i t h deep concern the informat i o n about the t r a g i c 
events i n the B a l t i c R e p u b l i c s , which had l e d to a l o s s of human l i f e . 
I t had appealed to the Soviet Government to r e f r a i n from using f o r c e , and, 
i n accordance w i t h CSCE p r o v i s i o n s , had asked how that Government intended 
to ensure respect f o r human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms i n L a t v i a and 
L i t h u a n i a . The Soviet Union's r e p l y supported Finland's c o n v i c t i o n that the 
d i s c u s s i o n of issues of common concern i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e and co-operative 
s p i r i t would best serve the i n t e r e s t s of a l l concerned. F i n l a n d attached 
importance to the pledge given by the Soviet Union i n that r e p l y to do i t s 
utmost to f u l f i l i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s commitments. The B a l t i c 
peoples had a r i g h t to n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and outstanding problems 
must be solved by p o l i t i c a l means through n e g o t i a t i o n s between the Government 
of the Soviet Union and the Governments of the B a l t i c Republics. 

142. Human r i g h t s monitoring was an e s s e n t i a l task and duty of the Commission, 
whose i n v e s t i g a t i v e machinery i n the form of the appointment of s p e c i a l 
rapporteurs had proved h i g h l y u s e f u l . The l i s t of reports f o r the 
Commission's c o n s i d e r a t i o n on Ьгшап r i g h t s s i t x i a t i o n s i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s 
could o b v i o u s l y be only s e l e c t i v e . V i o l a t i o n s that deserved c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
a l s o occurred elsewhere, but the Commission had been able to s t a r t a dialogue 
on the scope of v i o l a t i o n s and take the necessary steps to improve the 
s i t u a t i o n . A p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r such an improvement was the w i l l i n g n e s s 
of the country concerned to co-operate. 

143. A d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s had a v a l u a b l e r o l e to p l a y i n the f i e l d of human 
r i g h t s , and h i s Government was a c c o r d i n g l y i n c r e a s i n g i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the 
Programme of Advisory S e r v i c e s , 

144. The r i g h t s of m i n o r i t i e s would r e c e i v e p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n i n the CSCE 
process during the current year. Maintenance of f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s among 
n a t i o n s , peace, j u s t i c e , s t a b i l i t y and democracy re q u i r e d that the s p e c i f i c 
r i g h t s of n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s should be protected and that c o n d i t i o n s f o r the 
promotion of t h e i r i d e n t i t i e s should be created. F i n l a n d thus favoured a 
speedy con c l u s i o n of the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of the Working Group set up by the 
Commission to consider the d r a f t i n g of a d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t s of persons 
belonging to n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s . 

145. Turning to agenda item 12, he s a i d that himnan r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s i n A f r i c a 
had been overshadowed by other events and problems. Seen from the humanitarian 
p o i n t of view, the c o n f l i c t s i n A f r i c a were a greater catastrophe than the war 
i n the G u l f . They were a l s o c l e a r l y r e l a t e d to human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s , as 
was manifested by the p l i g h t of m i l l i o n s of refugees, and by the misery of 
those who had remained i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . Massive i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e , 
combined w i t h e f f o r t s to e l i m i n a t e the root causes of the problems, were 
u r g e n t l y needed. F i n l a n d a l s o recognized the clos e r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
development and human r i g h t s . I t had thus made the impact of development on 
human r i g h t s an important g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e i n i t s development co-operation. 
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146. Non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s played an important r o l e i n the human 
r i g h t s f i e l d . Two years p r e v i o u s l y , w i t h a view to i n c r e a s i n g input from that 
source, the Government of F i n l a n d had set up an i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
a d v i s o r y board, made up of s c h o l a r s , human r i g h t s s p e c i a l i s t s and a c t i v i s t s , 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , together w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the F i n n i s h Red Cross. 

147. U n i v e r s a l human r i g h t s instruments served as a s o l i d b a s i s f o r developing 
and implementing a hijman r i g h t s s t r a t e g y . Having f o r m a l l y acceded to those 
instruments. Governments were c l e a r l y committed, not only to f u l f i l l i n g the 
corresponding o b l i g a t i o n s , but a l s o to a strong moral and human dimension that 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community could no longer ignore. M o n i t o r i n g compliance 
w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s agreements served, not only to ensure that 
commitments were honoured, but a l s o to e s t a b l i s h the p r i n c i p l e that cotmtries 
were accountable f o r t h e i r r e a l performance i n the f i e l d of htunan r i g h t s . 

148. Mr. AmpQ-Gottfyjed (Ghana) tooH the C h a i r . 

149. Mr. RAMLAWI (Observer f o r P a l e s t i n e ) , r e f e r r i n g to the I s r a e l i occupation 
of southern Lebanon and to the Gulf c o n f l i c t , s a i d that both s i t u a t i o n s 
revealed f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s by I s r a e l i n the one case, and 
the United States i n the other. A f t e r the I s r a e l i i n v a s i o n of Lebanon 
i n 1972, I s r a e l had kept i t s f o r c e s i n southern Lebanon, where they remained 
despi t e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 425 (1978) and 509 (1982) c a l l i n g on 
I s r a e l to withdraw i t s m i l i t a r y f o r c e s . As was i t s wont, I s r a e l had d e f i e d 
those r e s o l u t i o n s , and had even stepped up i t s v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , by 
such p r a c t i c e s as the ex p u l s i o n and abduction of Lebanese c i t i z e n s , the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of homes, attempts to e s t a b l i s h Jewish settlements, murder, 
d e t e n t i o n , t o r t u r e , the c o n f i s c a t i o n of water resources that were then 
d i v e r t e d to I s r a e l , and the systematic bombardment of v i l l a g e s j causing 
thousands of c i v i l i a n c a s u a l t i e s - a l l i n contravention of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law 
and the Fourth Geneva Convention; to say nothing of i t s continued occupation 
of southern Lebanon, which confirmed the aggressive a t t i t u d e and expa n s i o n i s t 
aims that had u n d e r l a i n the c r e a t i o n of I s r a e l i n 1948. Whenever I s r a e l 
occupied the t e r r i t o r y of a neighbouring S t a t e , human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
immediately i n c r e a s e d , as was confirmed i n successive United Nations 
r e s o l u t i o n s . 

150. In another region of the Arab world, abominable v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s were being perpetrated i n the name of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g i t i m a c y . L i k e 
I s r a e l , the United States was now defying the very l e g i t i m a c y i t claimed to 
defend, b e t r a y i n g the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n order to f u r t h e r i t s 
own i n t e r e s t s . The United S t a t e s , I s r a e l ' s a l l y , l e d an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o a l i t i o n that was conducting the most f e r o c i o u s aggression i n h i s t o r y against 
the I r a q i people, an example of which was the c a l l o u s bombing of a c i v i l i a n 
s h e l t e r , a crime against humanity. The a l l i e d f o r c e s had no qualms about 
committing crimes such as the d e s t r u c t i o n of economic and s c i e n t i f i c 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s and r e l i g i o u s s i t e s , under the le a d e r s h i p of the United States 
and w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of three permanent members of the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l . The p r i n c i p l e s of f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s among peoples and peaceful 
settlement of disputes had now y i e l d e d p r i d e of place to armed f o r c e , as a 
means of f u r t h e r i n g n e o - c o l o n i a l i n t e r e s t s . 
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151. The United States had aborted the peace p^-ocess, and had initiated a land 
attack, when Iraq had already proclaimed i t s commitment to Security Council 
resolution 660 (1990), and i t s willingness to withdraw from Kuwait and to 
start negotiations with a view to securing a peaceful settlement. A l l i e d 
forces had already destroyed Iraq's infrastructure, on the pretext that i t had 
not complied with the Security Council resolutions. The continuing aerial 
bombardment confirmed his mission's view that the United States presence in 
o i l - r i c h areas was designed to destroy Iraq and to protect Israel, and not to 
defend Saudi Arabia and liberate Kuwait. 

152. From the outset, Palestine had held that the c r i s i s should be resolved 
within an Arab context, without external interference, and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization had made every effort to secure that end. However, 
the United States continued to exert pressure to prevent such a solution, in 
an attempt to internationalize the c r i s i s as a me№S of furthering Its own 
objective of dominating the region. What was happening was em attempt to 
create the bases for a new international legitimacy, to serve the colonialist 
interest that had re-emerged with the new international imbalance. Those 
neo-colonialist Pqwers were not interested in international legitimacy, or 
even in respect for the Charter of the United Nations or Security Covmcll 
resolutions. The f i r s t meuilfestatlon of the United States' much-vaunted wish 
to create a new world order had been the atrocities currently witnessed, which 
undid at a stroke the work accomplished by the United Nations since the Second 
World War, pushing the world back into the colonial tyranny that had prevailed 
before the Fi r s t World War. 

153. At that dangerous jimcture, the world was faced with two alternatives: 
either to confirm the sovereignty and noble principles of International law 
and human rights, and to maintain friendly relations among States, by settling 
conflicts in a peaceful memner; or to allow the Interests of one cotmtry to 
dominate the Security Coimcil, thereby paving the way for a tragedy whose 
effects would be f e l t for decades to come. 

154. Mr. PUNA (Observer for Turkey) recalled that in I960 the two parties to 
the Cyprus question, the Turkish Cyprlot people and the Greek Cyprlot people, 
had together foimded a partnership involving the separate exercise of the 
right to self-determination. As a result of the Greek community's wish to be 
sole master of the island, that partnership had collapsed, and the two peoples 
had been engaged in em unfortunate dispute since 1963. The way out of that 
dispute was clearly shown in Security Coimcil resolution 649 (1990), calling 
for efforts to "reach freely a mutually acceptable" solution to be achieved 
through negotiations on "an equal footing". It was thus f u t i l e to engage in 
polemics in a forum in which one of the two sides was not represented. 
Against the s p i r i t of that resolution, the Greek Cyprlot side had once again 
instigated a one-sided debate on the subject, in addition to i t s usual 
practice of exploiting the humanitarian issue of missing persons imder agenda 
item 10. It was thus in breach of paragraph 5 of that resolution, which 
called on "the parties concerned to refrain from any action that could 
aggravate the situation". 

155. The well documented root causes of the Cyprus problem went back to 
December 1963, and to the Akritas Plan to annex Cyprus to Greece; thereafter 
United Nations peace-keeping forces had been deployed on the Island, in order 
to protect Turkish Cypriots from aggression by the other side. Despite the 
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United Nations presence, between the years 1963 and 1974 there had been 
unprecedented v i o l a t i o n s of the Tu r k i s h C y p r i o t people's human r i g h t s by the 
Greek C y p r i o t s . T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s had been saved from t o t a l extermination only 
by the t i m e l y i n t e r v e n t i o n of Turkey i n 1974, a f t e r a f i n a l bloody attempt, 
engineered by the then Government of Greece, to annex Cyprus to Greece. 
Thanks to the Tu r k i s h i n t e r v e n t i o n , the independence of the i s l a n d had been 
preserved. Furthermore, that i n t e r v e n t i o n had been tmdertaken i n accordance 
w i t h Turkey's i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y recognized r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s under the 
1960 Treaty of Guarantee, and was thus f u l l y l e g a l and l e g i t i m a t e . 

156. Since 1974, T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s had enjoyed s e c u r i t y , and had s t r i v e n to 
achieve l a s t i n g p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s . Meanwhile, the Greek 
C y p r i o t s had shown l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n a j u s t and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n based on a 
b i - z o n a l f e d e r a t i o n w i t h p o l i t i c a l e q u a l i t y f o r the two peoples. On the 
co n t r a r y , they had launched a campaign to i s o l a t e the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . In r e a c t i o n , i n 1983 the Tu r k i s h C y p r i o t Parliament had 
unanimously proclaimed the Tu r k i s h Republic of Northern Cyprus. The Greek 
C y p r i o t s i d e had continued i t s attempt to prevent the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s from 
e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r human r i g h t s , through an inhuman embargo coupled w i t h a 
h o s t i l e campaign of defamation and propaganda. The T u r k i s h C y p r i o t people 
were denied the r i g h t of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums; t r a v e l to and 
commtmication w i t h the outside world was prevented or r e s t r i c t e d ; trade and 
t o u r i s t contacts w i t h the outside world were c u r t a i l e d , and the T u r k i s h 
C y p r i o t people's c u l t u r a l and s p o r t i n g contacts w i t h other c o u n t r i e s were 
impeded. In a d d i t i o n to i t s adverse e f f e c t on the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t people, the 
embargo a l s o c o n s t i t u t e d a v i o l a t i o n of the hiaman r i g h t s of f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l s 
wishing to have dealings w i t h the people of Northern Cyprus, as was evidenced 
by the f a c t that i n recent y e a r s , many f o r e i g n ship-inasters had been a r r e s t e d 
and imprisoned a t Greek C y p r i o t p o r t s , on the grounds that they had p r e v i o u s l y 
c a l l e d a t ports i n Northern Cyprus. 

157. When judged a g a i n s t the background of such past and present v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s , the unfounded a l l e g a t i o n s made by the Greek C y p r i o t s i d e i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l fortims could be seen as a f e e b l e attempt to gl o s s over i t s own 
misdeeds. For the past 28 year s , the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t people had been t r e a t e d 
as o u t c a s t s , and svibjected to a campaign aimed at reducing them to the status 
of a m i n o r i t y . The a t t i t u d e of the Greek C y p r i o t s i d e ran t o t a l l y counter to 
the CSCE process and the developments i n Europe, both of which j u s t i f i e d the 
a s p i r a t i o n s of the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t people to p o l i t i c a l e q t i a l i t y and j u s t i c e 
and t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r the r e s t o t a t i o n of t h e i r human r i g h t s . I t was 
p r e c i s e l y because S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 649 (1990) was i n l i n e w i t h the 
developments i n Europe that the Greek C y p r i o t s i d e wished to consign i t to 
o b l i v i o n . 

158. The task of the Secretary-General was rendered even more d i f f i c u l t i f 
automatic credence was given to Greek Cy p r i o t views f o r reasons unconnected 
w i t h the Cyprus i s s u e as such. His de l e g a t i o n was disappointed a t the 
one-sided statements made by some d e l e g a t i o n s , which extended even to the 
issue of missing persons. By mentioning only those who had disappeared 
a f t e r 1974, some delegations had created the impression that they d i d not care 
about the f a t e of the himdreds of Tu r k i s h C y p r i o t s who had disappeared 
between 1963 and 1974. 
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159. It must be understood that, far from being the oppressors, the Turkish 
Cypriot people were struggling to defend their freedom and dignity against 
rich, oppressive and aggressive neighbours. The debate on the Cyprus question 
was taking place in the absence of the Turkish Cypriots, who would no doubt 
inform the Commission of their own views through the channels available to 
them. Security Cotmcil resolution 649 (1990) clearly stated that no solution 
to the Cyprus problem could be fotmd without the consent of the Turkish 
Cypriot side. In that connection, he referred to the New Year message of 
Mr. Denktas, President of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, in which he 
had stated that the Turkish Cypriot people were entering 1991 with the desire 
to see a f i n a l settlement to the Cyprus question* and to live side by side and 
in peace with the Greek Cypriots, whose p o l i t i c a l equality they respected. In 
return, they expected respect for their own p o l i t i c a l equality. Evidence of 
the peace-loving nature of the Turkish Cyprlot people was their acceptance of 
the two high-level agreements of 1977 and 1979, and of the relevant 
United Nations proposals, including Security Council resolution 649 (1990) in 
i t s entirety. 

160. Turkey favoured a comprehensive and lasting solution to the Cyprus 
problem, to be reached through negotiations between the two communities; and 
was determined to support a solution based on the p o l i t i c a l equality of Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots, making f u l l provision for the latter's security. 

161. Mr. FAN Guoxiang (China) said that separatists and foreigners with 
ulterior motives were spreading disinformation about the situation In the 
Tibet Autonomous Region. The facts were otheirwlse. The year 1991 marked the 
fortieth anniversary of the peaceful liberation of Tibet. Over that period, 
under the leadership of the central Government, the different nationalities in 
Tibet had tmited to effect democratic reforms, had established a regional 
autonomous government of minority nationalities, and had pursued reforms and 
policies to build socialism and open up Tibet to the outside world. 
P o l i t i c a l l y , the Tibetan people had become their own masters. The autonomous 
loc a l i t i e s of the Tibet Autonomous Region enjoyed various rights In the 
administration of their local a f f a i r s , in accordance with the provisions of 
the Constitution and the Law on Regional National Autonomy. The People's 
Congress of the Tibet Autonomous Region had adopted and enacted more than 
20 local laws and decrees, as well as specific regulations. A team of cadres 
of minority nationalities had been set up, with cadres of Tibetan nationality 
accotmting for 67,6 per cent of the total, and for 72 per cent within the 
Autonomous Region It s e l f . The leading o f f i c i a l s in the executive, legislative 
and ju d i c i a l organs of the region were a l l of Tibetan nationality. 

162. Great progress had been made in agriculture and animal husbandry, with 
historical highs achieved in both sectors in 1990, despite adverse weather 
conditions. Having started from nothing, modem Industry had achieved a 
substantial base, while national craft industries had been further developed, 
with 108 enterprises serving the needs of local people and the intemational 
market. Communications and transportation had improved greatly, with the 
introduction of new roads, bridges and a i r links. Many commercial and tourist 
f a c i l i t i e s had also been b u i l t . 

163. Tibet's national culture had been protected and developed, and i t s 
language was respected. A regulation on the study, use and development of the 
Tibetan language provided for a dual system, using both the Tibetan and Han 
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languages, w i t h Tibetan the p r i n c i p a l language i n T i b e t . C u l t u r a l r e l i c s were 
pr o t e c t e d , huge stuns having been a l l o c a t e d to the r e s t o r a t i o n of temples over 
the past decade. Eight research i n s t i t u t e s s p e c i a l i z i n g i n Tibetan s t u d i e s 
had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n T i b e t , and another 20 such i n s t i t u t e s elsewhere. 
Before the l i b e r a t i o n , no education had e x i s t e d i n Tibet other than r e l i g i o u s 
education i n temples and a few p r i v a t e schools f o r the c h i l d r e n of the 
a r i s t o c r a c y . Tibet now had 3 u n i v e r s i t i e s , 15 v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s , 68 high 
s c h o o l s , 2,398 primary schools and 40 kindergartens, p r o v i d i n g a system of 
n a t i o n a l education w i t h l o c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

164. A p o l i c y of freedom of r e l i g i o n had been implemented i n T i b e t . More 
than 1,400 temples and other r e l i g i o u s s i t e s had been r e s t o r e d and opened to 
the p u b l i c . There were 34,000 monks and nuns. B e l i e v e r s were f r e e to set up 
Buddhist shrines i n t h e i r homes, and to c a r r y on r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e i r 
homes or i n temples. Research i n s t i t u t e s on Buddhism had been e s t a b l i s h e d , 
and famous buddhas and s c h o l a r s of Buddhism were i n v i t e d to teach the c l a s s i c 
works of Buddhism and the h i s t o r y of the r e l i g i o n . 

165. Since the peaceful l i b e r a t i o n , the population of Tibetan n a t i o n a l i t y had 
doubled from about 1 m i l l i o n to over 2 m i l l i o n . Such a high n a t u r a l growth 
r a t e was unprecedented. Tibetans c u r r e n t l y accounted f o r 95.46 per cent of 
the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n , and those ( l e s s than 100,000) of Han and other 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s were mainly s p e c i a l i z e d personnel and t e c h n i c a l workers, who had 
forged l i n k s of f r i e n d s h i p w i t h the Tibetan people through t h e i r important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the country's economic and c u l t u r a l development. 

166. Speaking on agenda item 12 ( a ) , he s a i d that the Chinese Government and 
people were g r e a t l y concerned about the Cyprus problem, and c a l l e d f o r 
respect f o r the independence, sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of the 
i s l a n d . China supported the United Nations Secretary-General i n h i s e f f o r t s 
to seek a s o l u t i o n to the problem, and s i n c e r e l y hoped that the two e t h n i c 
groups i n Cyprus would achieve a f a i r and reasonable s o l u t i o n i n the s p i r i t of 
the r e l e v a n t United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 649 (1990). Such a s o l u t i o n would not only be i n t h e i r i n t e r e s t s , 
but would a l s o be conducive to peace and s t a b i l i t y i n the r e g i o n , as a whole. 

167. Turning to agenda item 12 ( b ) , he s a i d that the I r a q i i n v a s i o n of Kuwait 
had f l o u t e d the u n i v e r s a l l y recognized standards of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , 
v i o l a t e d the independence and sovereignty of Kuwait and i n f r i n g e d the hvunan 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of the K u w a i t i people. The Chinese Govenunent 
and people s t r o n g l y opposed Iraq's acts of aggression, and c a l l e d upon the 
I r a q i Government to withdraw from Kuwait u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y and r e s t o r e i t s 
independence, sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . N evertheless, the 
Chinese Government deeply r e g r e t t e d the e s c a l a t i o n of the c o n f l i c t i n t o a 
ground war on the previous day, d e s p i t e l a s t minute attempts to f i n d a 
peaceful negotiated s o l u t i o n . Even before the ground war had begun, the Gulf 
c r i s i s had taken a heavy t o l l of human l i v e s , i n c l u d i n g those of innocent 
c i v i l i a n s , and caused enormous d e s t r u c t i o n . The ground war could only b r i n g 
even g r e a t e r s u f f e r i n g to the people of the r e g i o n . 

168. The Chinese Government appealed to both sides to show r e s t r a i n t i n order 
to avoid greater and i r r e m e d i a b l e l o s s e s . I t hoped that a l l p a r t i e s would 
continue t h e i r e f f o r t s to f i n d a p r a c t i c a b l e and peaceful s o l u t i o n to the Gulf 
c r i s i s as soon as p o s s i b l e . China had c o n t r i b u t e d to the attempts to seek a 
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peaceful settlement of the c r i s i s within the framework of relevant 
Security Cotmcil resolutions. It appreciated the efforts which other 
cotmtries had made, and pledged i t s willingness to work with the rest of the 
intemational commtmity to resolve the c r i s i s . 

169. Ms. MARTINEZ-NIETO (International Association of Educators for World 
Peace) said that her organization welcomed the transition to democracy in the 
cotmtries of eastern Europe, the democratic elections held in various 
Latin American cotmtries and the creation of new organizations which saw the 
defence of htiman rights as a way to create a world of greater solidarity and 
justice. 

170. However, i t could not ignore the continued violations of htiman rights in 
China where, i t was reported, many people were s t i l l detained without t r i a l 
and held incommtmicado in the repression which had followed the events at 
Tienanmen Square. 

171. Over the previous 18 months, htmdreds of innocent citizens had been 
arrested in Libya on suspicion of belonging to Islamic p o l i t i c a l movements, 
and hundreds of them were s t i l l in prison. Some people had been in prison 
since 1973 without charge or t r i a l . Colonel Qaddafi had ruled the cotmtry 
since 1977 without the authority of a constitution or free elections; his 
philosophy and rule was inconsistent with the Universal Declaration of Htiman 
Rights. 

172. In accordance with Commission resolution 1990/48, the Secretary-General 
had prepared a report (E/CN.4/1991/28) on the results of his contacts with the 
Government of Cuba concerning the questions raised by the mission which had 
visited Cuba in 1988. Issues of particular concern were the right to l i f e ; 
security and freedom of the person; p o l i t i c a l and religious freedom; judicial 
protection of public rights and freedoms emd the right to education. However, 
the Secretary-General had not submitted a report, but had merely reproduced an 
exchange of letters with the Cuban Government in which the latter had quoted 
from the cotmtry's laws and denied that there were any htiman rights violations 
in Cuba at a l l . Indeed, President Castro had declared in March 1990 that Cuba 
had no intention of complying with any of the provisions of resolution 1990/48. 

173. Her organization was particularly concerned about those htiman rights 
activists who had placed their trust in the Secretary-General and the 
Commission and demanded their rights tmder the Universal Declaration of Htiman 
Rights. They had been treated as "anti-social and counter-revolutionary" 
elements; they had been placed tmder surveillance, harassed and subjected to 
acts of violence, which the Government had attributed to the "spontaneous" 
anger of the people. 

174. Many new htiman rights organizations had sprung* up since the Commission 
had visited Cuba in 1988. An Amnesty Intemational report of December 1990 
gave details of more than 70 activists who had been arrested, but there was no 
mention of them in the Secretary-General's report. There had been thousands 
of complaints from other non-governmental organizations in Europe and 
Latin America, and well-documented reports had appeared about conditions in 
prisons, psychiatric abuse, re-education centres for young people, 
disappearances, etc. Seventeen separate htiman rights organizations in Cuba 
had collected together those allegations. 
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175. The Commission must decide whether the Government's repr e s e n t a t i o n s 
should be allowed to s i l e n c e the v o i c e of the people; whether procedure was to 
triumph over a c c u s a t i o n ; whether L a t i n American s o l i d a r i t y was to turn the 
Cuban people i n t o second-class c i t i z e n s . 

176. According to the Cuban Government, almost a l l the complaints i t had d e a l t 
w i t h had concerned problems of emigration. I t was true that Cubans who wished 
to leave the coxmtry i n search of freedom posed a considerable problem. 
However, her o r g a n i z a t i o n was concerned about the hundreds of c h i l d r e n who had 
been kept hostage i n Cuba a f t e r t h e i r parents had sought p o l i t i c a l asylum i n 
other c o u n t r i e s during o f f i c i a l v i s i t s abroad, which was the only way they had 
of l e a v i n g the country. I t was c r u e l and inhuman to prevent c h i l d r e n being 
r e u n i t e d w i t h t h e i r parents, but the Secretary-General's report made no 
mention of i t . 

177. Mr. VASQUEZ PERATA ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union of Students) s a i d that h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n formed part of a d e l e g a t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n s s t r u g g l i n g f o r human 
r i g h t s i n Gtiatemala. The Guatemalan people were s u f f e r i n g from the i r r a t i o n a l 
p o l i c i e s of the m i l i t a r y and the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s , which sought to s i l e n c e 
t h e i r c a l l s f o r j u s t i c e and peace. Most popular o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n Guatemala 
had emerged p r e c i s e l y because of the forced disappearances, murders and 
massacres by p a r a m i l i t a r y groups and the army. 

178. In 1990, the f o u r t h year i n which Guatemala had taken advantage of the 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s of the Centre f o r Human R i g h t s , 238 people had disappeared 
and 1,513 had been svmmiarily executed. The consultants sent by the u n i v e r s i t y 
of Harvard had been withdrawn, the policemen accused of k i l l i n g two students 
had been r e l e a s e d and the massacre of Santiago Atitlán had taken p l a c e . Those 
and other events showed that human r i g h t s continued to be v i o l a t e d i n 
Guatemala. The r e p o r t of the independent Expert on Guatemala (E/CN.4/1991/5) 
a l s o a t t e s t e d to that s i t u a t i o n . The s i t u a t i o n had not changed s i n c e the new 
Government had taken power i n 1991. Even during the current s e s s i o n of the 
Commission, two members of the Ethnic Conanunities C o u n c i l "Runujel Junam" 
(CERJ) had been a s s a s s i n a t e d . 

179. Despite the new Government's promises, i t was the m i l i t a r y which r e a l l y 
e x e r c i s e d the r e a l power i n Guatemala and which took a l l d e c i s i o n s concerning 
the c i v i l defence p a t r o l s , model v i l l a g e s , e t c . Those w i t h i n the Conmission 
who had prevented the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community from monitoring the human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala were g u i l t y of supporting the a c t s committed w i t h 
impunity by p a r a m i l i t a r y groups.- None of the promises made had been f u l f i l l e d 
and Guatemalans were exposed to i n s e c u r i t y , p e r s e c u t i o n and t h r e a t s . 
Human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s i n Guatemala were a f r a i d f o r t h e i r 
p h y s i c a l s a f e t y and t h e i r very l i v e s . 

180. His o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d f o r the appointment of a s p e c i a l rapporteur on 
Guatemala and c a l l e d upon those c o u n t r i e s which had defended the Government to 
f o r c e i t to comply w i t h the promises i t had made and which had caused the 
Commission to t r e a t i t l e n i e n t l y . He hoped that the Commission would demand 
t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s from the Advisory Services Programme provided to the 
Guatemalan Government and that i t would monitor the hvmian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
the country s t r i c t l y . 
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181. Ms. COCHER ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of ACAT (A c t i o n by C h r i s t i a n s f o r 
the A b o l i t i o n of T o r t u r e ) ) s a i d that human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s continued to 
occur i n Guatemala, desp i t e the 1990 e l e c t i o n s and the reforms announced 
during that year. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n had taken a c t i o n i n 58 cases, i n v o l v i n g 
152 people, of t o r t u r e , disappearances and p r a c t i c e s such as f o r c i b l e 
enrolment i n c i v i l i a n s e l f - d e f e n c e p a t r o l s . The E p i s c o p a l Conference of 
Guatemala had issued a long communiqué on the subject i n January 1990 i n which 
Guatemala had been described as a country where the law of the jungle 
p r e v a i l e d . There could be no doubt of the urgent need to monitor the 
s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala thoroughly. 

182. The Commission had a l r e a d y been advised of the seriousness of human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n East Timor. Between January and March 1990, the 
I n t e m a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross had v i s i t e d 82 p r i s o n e r s detained f o r 
" s e c u r i t y reasons". Since the ICRC was not a u t h o r i z e d to v i s i t a l l p r i s o n s or 
a l l p r i s o n e r s , that f i g u r e probably f e l l f a r short of the true s i t u a t i o n . The 
member a s s o c i a t i o n s of her Federation had learned of 38 executions, 56 cases 
of t o r t u r e and 75 disappearances i n 1990, but that was not гт exhaustive 
f i g u r e , e i t h e r . 

183. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n had r e c e i v e d i n f o r m a t i o n conceming the a c t i v i t i e s of a 
new death squad c a l l e d " N i n j a " , made up of Indonesian m i l i t a r y and 
p a r a m i l i t a r y personnel which operated a g a i n s t young people, a t t a c k i n g , 
abducting, t o r t u r i n g and sometimes k i l l i n g them. 

184. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n was a l s o extremely concerned about the s i t u a t i o n of 
women who were f r e q u e n t l y the p r e f e r r e d v i c t i m s of occupying armies, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the wives of r e s i s t a n c e f i g h t e r s , widows and young g i r l s . 

185. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n had taken note of the r e p o r t of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, 
Mr. Voyame, on the s i t x i a t i o n i n Romania (E/CN.4/1991/30). I t had r e c e i v e d a 
number of a l l e g a t i o n s about the growing number of cases of i n t i m i d a t i o n and 
a c t s of aggression i n Romania. In January 1991, i t had r e c e i v e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
about 11 j o u m a l i s t s who had been the v i c t i m s of e x a c t i o n s . On 12 February, 
P r o f e s s o r C r e t z i a , a member of the S o c i a l Dialogue Group and the 
C i v i c A l l i a n c e , had been v i c i o u s l y attacked i n f r o n t of h i s house i n 
Bucharest. On 17 February, Mr. Dumitrescu, p r e s i d e n t of an a s s o c i a t i o n of 
former p o l i t i c a l detainees, had been subjected to t h r e a t s . The growing nvmiber 
of such cases and the type of v i c t i m i n v o l v e d was s e r i o u s l y impeding the 
t r a n s i t i o n to a genuine democracy. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d upon the 
Commission to extend the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's mandate. 

186. During 1990, her Federation had intervened 58 times on behalf 
of 417 people and the members of f i v e groups i n Turkey. Ninety per cent of 
the a l l e g e d cases of t o r t u r e were s a i d to have taken place on the premises of 
the s e c u r i t y d i r e c t o r a t e . The Commission should c a l l upon Turkey to reduce 
the d u r a t i o n of p o l i c y custody and to a l l o w a l l defendants the a s s i s t a n c e of a 
lawyer of t h e i r choosing, both during custody and the p r e - t r i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
p e r i o d . 

187. Mr. PRE JEAN ( I n t e m a t i o n a l Indian Treaty C o u n c i l ) s a i d t h a t , f o r 
indigenous peoples everywhere, the current world order was based on l i e s and 
d e c e i t and the t h e f t of t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l lands. I f a new world order was to 
be achieved, i t was e s s e n t i a l to d i s p e l the h y p o c r i s y of democracy and to be 
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c r e a t i v e i n t h i n k i n g and a c t i o n , not j u s t i n r h e t o r i c . Under the Charter of 
the United Nations, dependent t e r r i t o r i e s such as A l a s k a , American Samoa and 
Hawaii had been destined f o r self-government, but the a s s a s s i n s of the 
indigenous peoples' freedom had managed to betray that aim. 

188. A u s t r a l i a ' s treatment of i t s A b o r i g i n a l peoples had r e c e n t l y been 
described by the World C o u n c i l of Churches assembly i n Canberra as not only 
h o r r i f i c , but genocidal. The A b o r i g i n a l people had been c o n t i n u a l l y denied 
t h e i r land r i g h t s , and there was a t r a g i c number of deaths i n p o l i c e custody. 
The sacred a t o l l s of the T a h i t i a n peoplesj, i n c l u d i n g the Fangatau atoll» v/ere 
being destroyed by n u c l e a r t e s t i n g » 

189. The A l a s k a Native Claim Settlement Act was due to come i n t o f o r c e 
i n 1991. Twenty years b e f o r e , when the Act had been d r a f t e d ^ many remotg 
v i l l a g e s had not even been consulted, l e t alone given t h e i r consent to the 
e x t i n g u i s h i n g of t h e i r r i g h t s . No c h i l d bom a f t e r 1971 would b e n e f i t undsr 
the Act. On 13 January 1991, Hawaii had commemorated the n i n e t y - e i g h t h 
anniversary of the armed i n v a s i o n of the i s l a n d . The coup d'état» i n s p i r e d by 
the United States of America, had v i o l a t e d the b i n d i n g and sacred t r e a t i e s 
between the Kingdom of Hawaii and the United States Government. He hoped that 
a s p e c i a l rapporteur from the Commission would go to Honolulu i n 1993 to 
witness the commemoration of a century of dishonour i n the r e l a t i o n s between 
the United States of America and the indigenous people of Hawaii. 

190. In Canada, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n f e l t that the tragedy of the Mohawk Indians 
and the t o t a l d i s r e g a r d f o r the agreements between indigenous groups and the 
Canadian Government r e q u i r e d f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n and i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

191. The Gulf war, which had been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r countless deaths on both 
s i d e s , had a l s o been an economic d r a i n on the United States economy and that 
of the whole world. The war was going on at a time when too few resources 
were being devoted to h e a l t h care, housing and welfare programmes f o r a l l 
United States c i t i z e n s , l e t alone the neglected indigenous peoples. In the 
o p i n i o n of h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , the United States of America was c a l l e d a " f r e e 
country" because the United States Government had never p a i d the Indians the 
debts i t had i n c u r r e d under 371 b i n d i n g t r e a t i e s . 

192. A report of the Guatemalan Ep i s c o p a l Conference had r a i s e d the 
fimdamental question of the v i o l e n c e wreaked by both the g u e r r i l l a s and the 
f o r c e s of r e p r e s s i o n . In c l e a r contravention of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
the army had forced indigenous people to j o i n the c i v i l i a n s e l f - d e f e n c e 
p a t r o l s , thus exposing them to i n j u r y and death. The Bishops a l s o xmderscored 
the urban v i o l e n c e , r e s u l t i n g i n the t o r t u r e and murder of t i n i v e r s i t y and 
trade union l e a d e r s . 

193. In E l Salvador, the r i g h t s of the r u r a l community, e s p e c i a l l y d i s p l a c e d 
and r e p a t r i a t e d people, continued to be v i o l a t e d . According to information 
j u s t r e c e i v e d by h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , a group of 15 f a m i l i e s , d i s p l a c e d due to 
the c o n f l i c t , had been detained and surrounded by s o l d i e r s s i n c e 17 February 
on the orders of the M i n i s t r y of the I n t e r i o r and were being threatened w i t h 
death. Cases l i k e that showed the need to continue the mandate of the 
S p e c i a l Representative. 
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194. His o r g a n i z a t i o n appealed to the Government of Indonesia to release a l l 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s i n East Timor and withdraw a l l i t s f o r c e s i n accordance 
w i t h General Assembly and S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n s . 

195. S r i Lanka had broken a l l records f o r himian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s : 
60,000 c i v i l i a n s had disappeared i n the south of the country as a r e s u l t of 
the a c t i v i t i e s of the armed forces and government-sponsored death squads, 
according to a report by the European Parliament i n November 1990. 
I n d i s c r i m i n a t e bombing of c i v i l i a n t a r g e t s - i n c l u d i n g churches, temples, 
schools and refugee camps - had k i l l e d s e v e r a l himdred innocent c i v i l i a n s . 
Some 200 places of worship had been damaged or destroyed. The Government had 
ordered over 1 m i l l i o n people i n the n o r t h to leave t h e i r homes because of the 
bombing. Only the previous week, 200 c i v i l i a n s had been k i l l e d i n northern 
S r i Lanka, according to data h e l d by independent o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I t seemed 
that the Government of S r i Lanka was p e r p e t r a t i n g t e r r o r i s m on a l a r g e s c a l e 
on an unarmed c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

196. The v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s by the Moroccan Government, both w i t h i n 
Morocco and i n the occupied Western Sahara, was of grave concern to h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . No human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s were allowed to i n v e s t i g a t e 
disappearances, and the United Nations Htjunan Rights Committee had r e j e c t e d the 
Government's report on human r i g h t s i n Morocco i n November 1990. His 
o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d upon the Commission to appoint a S p e c i a l Rapporteur to 
i n v e s t i g a t e human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n Western Sahara and Morocco. 

197. His o r g a n i z a t i o n welcomed the progress of democracy i n C h i l e and the 
establishment of a n a t i o n a l commission to deal w i t h indigenous a f f a i r s . 
However, i t deplored the f a i l u r e to repeal Decree-Law No. 2568, which was an 
instrument of ethnocide imposed by the Pinochet d i c t a t o r s h i p . His 
o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d upon the C h i l e a n a u t h o r i t i e s to r a t i f y the Employment 
Promotion and P r o t e c t i o n Against Unemplo3raient Convention 1988 (No. 168) of the 
I n t e m a t i o n a l Labour Organisation and to take advantage of the a d v i s o r y 
s e r v i c e s provided by the United Nations and the ILO. 

198. Ms. STEPHENS (World A l l i a n c e of Reformed Churches) s a i d t h a t , despite the 
s a c r i f i c e and s t r u g g l e of the F i l i p i n o people i n overthrowing the Marcos 
d i c t a t o r s h i p , the legacy of a s s a s s i n a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l p e r s e cution 
p e r s i s t e d . Her o r g a n i z a t i o n welcomed the r e p o r t s on the v i s i t s to the 
P h i l i p p i n e s by members of the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary 
Disappearances (E/CN.4/1991/20/Add.1) and by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on Torture 
(E/CN.4/1991/17, paras. 204-274). Her o r g a n i z a t i o n wished to b r i n g the 
Commission's a t t e n t i o n to a пгшпЬег of p o i n t s which c a l l e d f o r immediate 
a t t e n t i o n from the i n t e m a t i o n a l commtmity. 

199. The members of the Working Group had s t a t e d that successive Governments 
i n the P h i l i p p i n e s had been unable to make a s u c c e s s f u l f r o n t a l a t t a c k on the 
s e r i o u s problems of poverty and landlessness (E/CN.4/1991/20/Add.l, para. 8 ) . 
In the o p i n i o n of her o r g a n i z a t i o n , the P h i l i p p i n e Government was responding 
to the problems of poverty and landlessness by r e p r e s s i n g groups and 
i n d i v i d u a l s , such as Mr. Jaime Tadeo, Chairman of the N a t i o n a l Peasant 
Movement of the P h i l i p p i n e s , who had spoken out against the Government's land 
p o l i c y and c a l l e d f o r genuine land reform. Mr. Tadeo was c u r r e n t l y i n p r i s o n , 
and Swiss churches and development agencies and the European Parliament had 
urged the P h i l i p p i n e Government to release him immediately and order a 
r e t r i a l . Her o r g a n i z a t i o n endorsed that appeal. 
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200. The P h i l i p p i n e Government had issued warrants f o r the a r r e s t of 
development workers and human r i g h t s advocates, some of whom had been l i v i n g 
abroad at the time of the crimes they were a l l e g e d to have committed. In 
A p r i l 1990, warrants had been issued f o r the a r r e s t of more than 100 people, 
even though the p r e l i m i n a r y i n v e s t i g a t i o n s had not been adequately c a r r i e d 
out. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y alarmed by recent Supreme Court 
d e c i s i o n s which au t h o r i z e d the a r r e s t without warrant of people suspected of 
subversion. 

201. Some of the laws and decrees adopted under the Marcos régime had not yet 
been repealed. For in s t a n c e . P r e s i d e n t i a l Decree No. 1,850 allowed s o l d i e r s 
and p o l i c e o f f i c e r s who committed offences against c i v i l i a n s to be t r i e d by 
court m a r t i a l . The members of the Working Group, i n t h e i r r e p o r t on t h e i r 
v i s i t , had described i t as one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t o b s t a c l e s to the 
e f f e c t i v e prosecution of members of the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s f o r a l l e g e d 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s (E/CN.4/1991/20/Add.1, para. 77). 

202. E x t r a j u d i c i a l executions of human r i g h t s workers, church workers, 
trade u n i o n i s t s and peasants had a c t u a l l y increased s i n c e the f a l l of the 
Marcos Goveimment. A t r a g i c example was that of Father N a r c i s o P i c o who had 
been shot dead near h i s p a r i s h on 10 January 1991 by two people who were 
suspected of having l i n k s w i t h the m i l i t a r y . 

203. Many of the k i l l i n g s seemed to be l i n k e d to a l l e g a t i o n s by the m i l i t a r y 
that a p a r t i c u l a r group was a f r o n t o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the outlawed 
Communist Party of the P h i l i p p i n e s - a p r a c t i c e known as " r e d - l a b e l l i n g " . For 
ins t a n c e , the United Church of C h r i s t i n the P h i l i p p i n e s , which belonged to 
her own o r g a n i z a t i o n , had been accused of being a Conanunist f r o n t o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i n two n a t i o n a l newspapers; to date, four pastors of that church had been 
murdered. Most r e c e n t l y , the Rev. Vizminda Gran and her husband had been 
k i l l e d i n t h e i r home i n f r o n t of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Her orgemization endorsed 
the recommendation of the Working Group to f i g h t a gainst the p r a c t i c e of 
" r e d - l a b e l l i n g " , p a r t i c u l a r l y by the m i l i t a r y , as i t l e d to p o l a r i z a t i o n and 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 

204. Many human r i g h t s abuses were committed by v i g i l a n t e s , the C i t i z e n s Armed 
Forces Geographical U n i t s (CAFGUs) and C i t i z e n ' s Volunteer Organizations 
(CVOs), even though President Aquino had ordered the di s m a n t l i n g of a l l 
v i g i l a n t e groups. As the Working Group had s a i d , as long as the Government 
expected the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n to p l a y an a c t i v e and o f f e n s i v e r o l e i n 
coxmter-insurgency a c t i v i t i e s , the a u t h o r i t i e s were s h i r k i n g t h e i r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to preserve law and order and a p e r s i s t e n t source of human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s was g a i n i n g l e g i t i m a c y . 

205. President Aquino h e r s e l f had admitted, to her c r e d i t , that grave 
human r i g h t s problems p e r s i s t e d i n her country, but that she was w i l l i n g to 
face up to them (E/CN.4/1991/20/Add.1, para. 171). The Commission should 
t h e r e f o r e urge the P h i l i p p i n e Government to repeal P r e s i d e n t i a l 
Decree No. 1,850 to a l l o w m i l i t a r y and p o l i c e personnel to be t r i e d by c i v i l 
c o u r t s , e f f e c t i v e l y dismantle the v i g i l a n t e groups and disband CAFGUs and the 
CVOs, and r e s t r i c t o f f i c i a l powers of a r r e s t , by s t r i c t l y c i r c u m s c r i b i n g the 
catego r i e s of p u b l i c o f f i c i a l s who might a r r e s t c i v i l i a n s and the offences f o r 
which they could do so. The members of the Commission, observer States and 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s should work towards the implementation of a l l 
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the reconunendations of the members of the Working Group on Enforced and 
Involuntary Disappearances and of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on Torture. Her 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s o urged the P h i l i p p i n e Government to inform the Commission of 
the progress i t had made i n the implementation of the recommendations at i t s 
f o r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n . 

206. Mr. JAZIC (Yugoslavia) s a i d that h i s country as a State and as the 
Chairman of the non-aligned movement had from the very outset condemned Iraq's 
i n v a s i o n , occupation and annexation of Kuwait. That p o s i t i o n had been 
supported by other non-aligned c o u n t r i e s and adopted at the m i n i s t e r i a l 
meeting of non-aligned c o u n t r i e s i n New York on 4 October 1990. The 
non-aligned c o u n t r i e s had supported S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 660 (1990) on 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l withdrawal from Kuwait. 

207. At the same time, h i s cotmtry had t r i e d , together w i t h other non-aligned 
c o i m t r i e s , to b r i n g about a peaceful r e s o l u t i o n of the c r i s i s . I t had pursued 
i t s e f f o r t s throughout the m i l i t a r y operations f o r a c e s s a t i o n of the war and 
f o r a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n i n compliance w i t h the r e l e v a n t S e c u r i t y C o i m c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n s . 

208. His d e l e g a t i o n was deeply concerned about the mass v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s that were t a k i n g place i n occupied Kuwait. 

209. His Government would continue to s t r i v e , i n the Commission and elsewhere, 
f o r the promotion of co-operation w i t h a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the d i f f i c u l t and 
noble process of r e c o g n i t i o n and implementation of human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms i n a l l parts of the world. In i t s o p i n i o n , the 
implementation of a l l r i g h t s and freedoms was an i n t e g r a l process of c i v i l , 
p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and other r i g h t s . Yugoslavia d i d not 
consider i t s e l f to be an i s l a n d and was c o n s t a n t l y promoting human r i g h t s and 
freedoms i n compliance w i t h accepted standards as r e q u i r e d by i t s economic 
develoiOTJent. 

210. As a r e s u l t of r a d i c a l changes i n h i s country's economic and p o l i t i c a l 
system, the Presidency of the S o c i a l i s t Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the 
s i x c o n s t i t u e n t r e p u b l i c s had begun to harmonize t h e i r b a s i c i n t e r e s t s and 
views w i t h regard to a new c o n s t i t u t i o n a l order. E f f o r t s were being made i n a 
peaceful and democratic manner to f i n d a s o l u t i o n through j o i n t agreements on 
the b a s i s of the e q u a l i t y of a l l Yugoslav peoples and r e p u b l i c s . 

211. In 1990, f r e e m u l t i - p a r t y e l e c t i o n s had been he l d i n a l l the r e p u b l i c s 
w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of more than 200 p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . F o l l o w i n g the 
e l e c t i o n s , m u l t i - p a r t y parliaments and governments had been formed, and 
e l e c t i o n s f o r the f e d e r a l organs were to be h e l d during 1991. Changes made i n 
the f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t u r e had included the promotion of p r i v a t e i n i t i a t i v e w i t h 
f o r e i g n c a p i t a l investment. 

212. A new c r i m i n a l law was i n the process of being d r a f t e d and the 
l e g i s l a t i v e , j u d i c i a r y and executive powers had been separated and 
d e p o l i t i c i z e d . Yugoslavia had proposed to a l l CSCE c o u n t r i e s the h o l d i n g i n 
the Balkan c o i m t r i e s of r e g u l a r censuses w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of f o r e i g n 
observers to enable the f r e e expression of c i t i z e n s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
that proposal had not yet been accepted. 
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213. The province of Kosovo and Metohija was a c o n s t i t u e n t p a r t of the 
Republic of S e r b i a and Y u g o s l a v i a , a f a c t which was sometimes f o r g o t t e n w i t h 
Kosovo being regarded as outside the Yugoslav context. 

214. I t should be noted that the members of the Albanian m i n o r i t y i n Kosovo 
had boycotted the m u l t i - p a r t y e l e c t i o n s i n S e r b i a . They had p r e v i o u s l y 
refused to make use of the l e g a l p o s s i b i l i t y of having t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
r e g i s t e r e d i n the Republic. As a r e s u l t of the b o y c o t t , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the Albanian m i n o r i t y had not been represented i n the m u l t i - p a r t y assembly 
of S e r b i a and had thus been unable to promote t h e i r i n t e r e s t s and r i g h t s . 
However, i n Macedonia and Montenegro, the Albanians had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
e l e c t i o n s and had chosen t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e parliaments. 

215. Many government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s as w e l l as governmental and 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s had v i s i t e d Kosovo i n 1990 and had had freedom 
of movement. The f e d e r a l and r e p u b l i c a n a u t h o r i t i e s had l i s t e n e d to the 
comments of the v a r i o u s d e l e g a t i o n s . 

216. The main o b s t a c l e to r e s o l v i n g the problem i n Kosovo was the a c t i v i t y of 
the s e p a r a t i s t f o r c e s who f r e q u e n t l y r e s o r t e d to i l l e g a l means. I t should be 
pointed out that a Yugoslav f e d e r a l progranane and the progranane of the 
Republic of S e r b i a f o r development i n Kosovo were being g r a d u a l l y implemented. 

217. With regard to the s i t u a t i o n i n A l b a n i a and the changes that seemed to be 
l e a d i n g to a gradual e l i m i n a t i o n of the t o t a l i t a r i a n régime, he s a i d that i n 
the past few months Albanian c i t i z e n s had been forced to leave t h e i r cotmtry 
i n order to escape t e r r o r and v i o l e n c e . S i g n i f i c a n t numbers of those c i t i z e n s 
had come to Yugoslavia. His country remained concerned about the human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n A l b a n i a and b e l i e v e d that only more profound democratic changes 
i n the Albanian s o c i e t y could b r i n g about the implementation of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y recognized instruments and respect f o r human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms. I t was imperative that A l b a n i a should not support or 
encourage Albanian s e c e s s i o n i s t f o r c e s i n Yugoslavia. 

218. The i s s u e of n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s had to be approached, f i r s t of a l l , w i t h 
the i n t e n t i o n of enhancing i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation and understanding 
between peoples and S t a t e s , w i t h respect f o r the sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y of S t a t e s . His country had always s t r e s s e d that m i n o r i t i e s were an 
important bridge to be used f o r reaching such a g o a l . I t a l s o b e l i e v e d that 
there was a growing awareness i n the world, and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Europe, of the 
importance of those i s s u e s . The CSCE svmmiit i n P a r i s had c l e a r l y expressed 
i t s support f o r the r i g h t s of m i n o r i t i e s . 

219. The democratization processes i n Hungary and Romania had brought about 
p o s i t i v e changes i n the p o l i c y towards Yugoslav n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s i n those 
c o u n t r i e s . In Hungary, more should be done through l e g i s l a t i v e and other 
means to preserve and promote the n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y of Yugoslav m i n o r i t i e s . 
His Government was encouraged by the p o s i t i v e approach of the Romanian 
a u t h o r i t i e s towards the Yugoslav m i n o r i t i e s i n Romania. I t hoped that the 
measures announced would b r i n g about p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s . 

220. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , there had been no such p o s i t i v e changes i n B u l g a r i a or 
Greece w i t h regard to the Macedonian n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t y . On the c o n t r a r y , the 
a u t h o r i t i e s of both c o u n t r i e s seemed to b e l i e v e that h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s could be 
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changed i n such a manner that the existence of a m i n o r i t y could be denied 
through statements or agreements by t h e i r Governments. The Macedonian 
m i n o r i t y had not yet been recognized i n B u l g a r i a , which meant that t h e i r 
members d i d not have the r i g h t to foimd c u l t u r a l , p o l i t i c a l and other 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . F o l l o w i n g the Second World War, the Macedonian m i n o r i t y i n 
B u l g a r i a had enjoyed a c e r t a i n number of r i g h t s , which had subsequently been 
terminated. Such a p o l i c y might have broader negative consequences on 
co-operation i n the Balkans and was i n c o n t r a d i c t i o n w i t h current trends i n 
Europe. 

221. I t was w i t h r e g r e t that he had to draw a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t that the 
Greek Government was a l s o pursuing a negative p o l i c y towards the Macedonian 
m i n o r i t y . The members of that m i n o r i t y had t r i e d to maintain t h e i r c u l t u r a l 
i d e n t i t y but had met w i t h r e s i s t a n c e on the part of the Greek Government. 

222. With respect to the Yugoslav m i n o r i t i e s i n A l b a n i a , the Serbs and 
Montenegrins had not been recognized as m i n o r i t y groups. While they had 
numbered more than 100,000 before the Second World War, according to the l a s t 
o f f i c i a l census, t h e i r niimber had been reduced to about 100 persons. The 
Macedonian m i n o r i t y was o f f i c i a l l y recognized and i t s members b e n e f i t e d from 
c e r t a i n r i g h t s but t h e i r number had a l s o been g r e a t l y reduced. His d e l e g a t i o n 
saw no reason why a l l the Yugoslav m i n o r i t i e s i n A l b a n i a should not enjoy 
t h e i r m i n o r i t y r i g h t s . 

223. The changes c a r r i e d out i n Yugoslavia sought to overcome the current 
c r i s i s through p o l i t i c a l n e g o t i a t i o n s i n a democratic s p i r i t and on the b a s i s 
of the e q u a l i t y of a l l i t s peoples i n order to e s t a b l i s h an e f f i c i e n t and 
l e g a l S t a t e . I t should be pointed out that the economic reform was already 
y i e l d i n g s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s . As a m u l t i n a t i o n a l community s i n c e i t s 
establishment, Yugoslavia had devoted p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to the r e l a t i o n s 
between i t s n a t i o n a l i t i e s and to r e s o l v i n g problems on a democratic and l e g a l 
b a s i s . 

224. In c o n c l u s i o n , he s a i d that d e s p i t e s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f i c u l t i e s and 
o b s t a c l e s , h i s Government remained o p t i m i s t i c w i t h regard to the continued 
promotion of hvunan r i g h t s i n the i n t e m a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l f i e l d s . 

225. Mr. ALIM (Observer f o r Sudan), speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d w i t h regard to the statement by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
Amnesty I n t e m a t i o n a l on 20 February 1991, that h i s Government r e g u l a r l y 
s u p p l i e d that o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h l i s t s of detainees who had been r e l e a s e d . The 
f a c t that h i s country d i d not i l l - t r e a t detainees had been adequately v e r i f i e d 
by a m i s s i o n which had r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d Sudan. The mission had had access to 
p r i s o n s and had t a l k e d to detainees. 

226. T r i a l s i n Sudan were conducted i n compliance w i t h the law. At the same 
time, i n the past few months h i s country had introduced impressive l e g a l 
reforms. In March 1991, the Government would organize a n a t i o n a l conference 
on j u s t i c e and l e g a l reforms. I t was confident that the conference would lead 
to the f u r t h e r promotion of human r i g h t s i n the country. 

227. With regard to the statement by the Commission of Churches on 
I n t e m a t i o n a l A f f a i r s , on 20 February 1991, h i s d e l e g a t i o n agreed that 
i n t e m a l c o n f l i c t s had adverse e f f e c t s worldwide. He a l s o appreciated that 
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or g a n i z a t i o n ' s o b j e c t i v e understanding of the c r i s i s t h r e a t e n i n g the Sudan. 
Nevertheless, h i s d e l e g a t i o n c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d the a l l e g a t i o n that h i s 
Government used food as a weapon against i t s own people. In co-operation w i t h 
the World Food Programme and the Food and A g r i c u l t u r e Organization of the 
United N a t i o n s , h i s Government had made a thorough e v a l u a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n 
and had estimated the exact amount of food shortages f a c i n g the people. I t 
c a l l e d on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to help i t i n i t s e f f o r t s to deal w i t h 
the s i t u a t i o n . 

228. He s t r e s s e d that the number of d i s p l a c e d persons i n the Khartoum area 
was 3.5 m i l l i o n and not 1.5 m i l l i o n . He drew a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t that the 
mission which had v i s i t e d the country i n December 1990 had been to the areas 
where d i s p l a c e d persons were l o c a t e d near Khartotmi. The mis s i o n had 
appreciated the burden shouldered by the Government i n d e a l i n g w i t h the 
problem and impressed w i t h the e f f o r t s made by i t . 

229. He assured the o r g a n i z a t i o n concerned that r e i n t r o d u c t i o n of the 
Isl a m i c Shariah laws would i n no way lead to any human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 
Furthermore, i t was the c o n v i c t i o n of h i s people that I s l a m i c laws had at 
t h e i r v e r y core the most profound respect f o r human r i g h t s . 

230. His d e l e g a t i o n considered the statement by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Int e r - P a r l i a m e n t a r y Union to be somewhat u n f a i r . The Secretary-General of the 
Union had been i n constant contact w i t h the Sudanese Government and prompt 
r e p l i e s to a l l h i s correspondence had been o b j e c t i v e l y made. The 
communication between the Secretary-General of the Union had been so f r u i t f u l 
that v i r t u a l l y a l l the cases i n v o l v i n g p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s before the C o i m c i l of 
the Union had been d i s c o n t i n u e d . In h i s o p i n i o n , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Union should have h i g h l i g h t e d such co-operation. 

231. The former Prime M i n i s t e r of Sudan was s t i l l under a r r e s t due to h i s 
a c t i v i t i e s i n c i t i n g v i o l e n c e and armed r e s i s t a n c e to the Goveznment. As soon 
as those a c t i v i t i e s ceased, he would be r e l e a s e d . 

232. Former parl i a m e n t a r i a n s or p o l i t i c i a n s a gainst whom i n v e s t i g a t i o n s had 
revealed no s p e c i f i c c r i m i n a l charges had a l l been r e l e a s e d . Those against 
whom s p e c i f i c charges had been made had been given a f a i r t r i a l and had e i t h e r 
been a c q u i t t e d or p r o p e r l y sentenced. 

233. L a s t l y , w i t h regard to the statement made by an Arab human r i g h t s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n appreciated i t s understanding of the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Sudan, i n p a r t i c u l a r the reference to the negative impact of the drought while 
u n d e r l i n i n g the p o l i t i c a l pressure i n the form of d e c l i n i n g f o r e i g n food 
a s s i s t a n c e . In view of that o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s o b j e c t i v e approach, h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
was prepared to provide every p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e to i t w i t h a view to 
f a m i l i a r i z i n g i t w i t h developments i n the Sudan. 

234. Mr. ROSALES RIVERO (Observer f o r E l Sal v a d o r ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of 
the r i g h t of r e p l y , s a i d that FMLN had made a f a l l a c i o u s statement regarding 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador. No one could doubt the Salvadorian 
people's d e s i r e to achieve peace i n the country through a dialogue under the 
auspices of the S p e c i a l Representative and on the b a s i s of S e c u r i t y Council 
r e s o l u t i o n s . 
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235. It was well known that irregular groups were operating in Central America 
and that State institutions would be jeopardized i f those groups were given 
parity with democratically elected governments » Such action would run cotmter 
to the concept of sovereignty and i t was absurd for any irregular group to 
seek to set i t s e l f up as an authority. 

236. The remarks by the FMLN showed clearly who was putting obstacles in the 
way of negotiations. 

237. In conclusion, with regard to the murder of two United States military 
personnel who had been travelling over El Salvador in an aircraft entitled to 
cross the national territory, his delegation was shocked by the îMlN's 
statement that they had merely died. 

238. Mr. KHOURY (Observer for the Syrian Arab Republic), speaking in exercise 
of the right of reply, said, with regard to the statement made by a 
representative at the previous meeting conceming the situation of Jewish 
g i r l s in Syria that there was no Jewish problem or question In his country 
despite a l l the tendentious Zionist campaigns waged by Zionist organizations 
for well-known p o l i t i c a l purposes. 

239. In Syria, there was no discrimination among Syrian citizens. The law was 
the same for a l l and was applied in the same manner regardless of the person's 
religion. Syrians of Jewish faith were citizens f i r s t cmd there was no 
specific law that granted them privileges over other Syrian citizens. 

240. There were rules which applied to a l l Syrian citizens wishing to emigrate 
regardless of their faith. There were no constraints on the freedom of Syrian 
citizens of Jewish faith. 

241. The Syrian authorities exercised no constraint on Jewish g i r l s with 
regard to their choice of husbands. If a young g i r l wished to have a 
passport, her request was studied in keeping with the relevant statutes and 
the law was applied to a l l citizens without discrimination. 

242. The efforts made by Zionists to encourage Syrians of the Jewish faith to 
leave their native cotmtry was inspired by the desire to serve racist and 
aggressive designs. 

The meeting rose at 9 p.m 




