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The meeting was called to order at 3.25 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 33 (continued)

QUESTION OF PALESTINE

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE

PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (A/40/35)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/40/l68)

(c) DR'\FT RESOIlJTIONS (A/40/L.23 to A/40/L.25)

Hr. AL-5ABAGH (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): It gives me great

pleasure at the outset to express our warmest thanks to the Chairman and other

members of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People for their consistent efforts to give prominence to the decisions

of the General Assembly and to help bring about a just solution to the question of

Palestine and the restoration and guaranteeing of its legitimate rights. The

Committee has contributed to gaining support for the Palestinian cause and making

the international community more aware of it.

The question of Palestine is undoubtedly the core of our debate today. It has

been under discussion for many decades and will be the subject of negotiations and

debates for as long as it remains up!esolved. During those years the General

Assembly and the security Council have adopted various resolutions, which, however,

remain a dead letter. Thus we are hogged down in a repetitious discussion.

Nobody can deny that this thorny pr~~!~m is the core of the Middle East

problem. Its settlement would bring stability and peace to all the States of the

Middle East and would help in the maintenance of international peace and security.

This, of course, will never be achieved until the Palestinian people enjoy the

right to self-determination and to establish their own State on their national

soil. The attainment of this objective is in keeping with the preservation of the
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historical national identity of the Palestinians. This is the right of all

peoples. Thus, the struggle af the Palestinian people receives every kind of

support from all peace-loving countries and peoples.

after the partition of Palestine and the establishment of the Hebrew State it

was hoped to establish a Palestinian State in accordance with the Partition

resolution, resolu~ion 181 (11), of 1947. However, at that tine the security

Council did not fulfil its responsibilities, it did POt strive for the

establishment of a Palestinian State. After that ominous resolution, years went. by

and the Palestinians were not only deprived of the right to establish their

independent State but the remaining part of their territories was taken by force,

inclUding the west Bank and the Gaza Strip; other Arab territories were also

occupied and annexed to Israel, such as the Go1an Heights.

Israel has continued its aggressive, racist practices. It has denied the

Palestinian people their fundamental rights, including the right to return to their

homeland and to struggle for the liberation of their land. It has branded them

terrocists and tried by all possible means to deny their existence and obliterate

their national identity. Israel has also violated the rights of the Arabs - rights

to which all human beings are entitled. It has violated the Geneva Conventions and

made comprehensive political, geographical and demographic changes in occupied Arab

and Palestinian territories; it has estahlished settlements and deported and tried

to assassinat0 mayors. It has closed universities and schools and desecrated Holy

Places.

OUr purpose in the United Nations is to strengthen the will of the

international community as expressed at the International Conference on the

Question of Palestine, which was held in Geneva in August-September 1983. The

Declaration on Palestine adopted by that Conference called for the convening of an
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international peace conference in the context of the question of Palestine, which

is the core of the Middle East crisis, with a view to reaching a coaprehensive

solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict through the establishment of an independent

Palestinian State with Arab Jerusalea as its capital.
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It has beCORe i~rative be hold sucrh a conference, under the auspices of the

United Nations and with the.participation of all the parties concerned, including

of course the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), which is the sole and

legitt.ate representative of the Palestinian people. Participation by the

Palestine Liberation Organization is necessary for all endeavours be ensure peace.

At its last session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 39/49 D, in which

it reiterated its conviction that t~le convening of the Conference would constitute

a major contribution towards the achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting

solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, in accordance with the firm guidelines

constantly advocated by the United ~ations. We call upon the General Assembly to

invite the Secretary-General, in consultation with the security Council, to take

the necessary measures to convene this Conference. Needless to say, the United

Nations has shouldered a hiAl'~rical and legal responsibility for ensuring a

solution to the Palestinian question.

The convening of this Conference will greatly contribute to the fulfilment of

the aspirations of the Palestinian peopl~ to the establishment of their own State

and will contribute also to bringing an end to the bloody conflict in the region

and to international polarization. It will put an end to the ever-increasing

violence and terrorism ~aused by Israel's intransigence, its refusal to comply with

the relevant United Nations resolutions and its defiance of the will of the

international community.

It is no exaggeration to say that Israel's intransigence has caused the

deterioration of the situation and the increase in tension in the region. We see

more evidence each day of the fact that Israel is not a peace-loving State. That

is obvious from its terrorist and aggressive record from the time it was

established to the present day. It has helped to introduce terrorism into our
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region. The fact that some major Powers want to close their eyes to the

intransigent attitude of Israel, which rejects peace and does not promote peace and

stability in the region. Is it just ~o make 80 much fuss because one single

American citizen was killed, and yet to disregard the Israeli terrorist attack on

the headquarters of the Palestine Liberation Organization in Tunis, in which more

than 100 Palestinians and Tunisians were killed or injured? This applies also to

the assassination of Alexander Ouda, the Director of the Arab-American Ft\endship

Committee office in California. He was an American citizen of Arab origin. We

regard all these activitie~ as terrorism, which must be confronted by all means.

An end must be put to the constant aggression by Israel against the Arab and

Palestinian peoples. Jf that is not done, it is hard to predict the kind of

tension, trouble and upheaval that will prevail in the region. It has become

obvious that the policy of repression, murder, dispersion and seizure of land is a

futile policy. No one with a claim to a right has ever lost in the end.

Bahrain expresses praise for the latest joint Palestinian-Jordanian

declaration, which is a courageous and outstanding landmark that conatitutes an

incentive to moving tow~rds real peace and breaking the vicious circle of no-war,

no-peace prevailing in the region today.

The report of the Secretary-Genera1 on the work of the Organization this year

(A/40/l) suggests that the Security Council should concentrate on solving one or

two of the complex problems confronting the world today. In our view, the

Palestinian question, which is the core of the Middle East prob1~m, deserves such

attention and should be treated as a matter of priority. It should be noted that

during its meeting on 26 September 1985 commemorating the fortieth anniversary of

the Organization, the Security Council heard a number of Foreign Ministers of

States members of the Council call for an urgent solution to the explosive

situation in the Middle East.

I
~
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It is unnecessary to repeat that Security Council resolution6 242 (1967) and

338 (1973), which called for a just and lasting solution to the conflict,

constitute a sound basis for the solution of the Palestinian problem, which is

still not solved despite the fact that it has lasted for about four decades now.

What is important, therefore, is the implementation of the resolutions - not the

adoption of more resolutions.

Those two resolutions as well as scores of others relating to the Palestinian

question and the question of the Middle East have had unanimous international

support; they must be respected and imple~ented. We call upon all States,

particularly those which are concerned in the conflict, to exert all their efforts

and exercise all their political will in order to establish a just and lasting

peace and bring about the recognition of the Arab and Palestinian rights within the

framework of international legitimacy, so that all the States in the region may

enjoy security, peace, sovereignty and stability. That is all the more important

since the experience of the past years h~s proved that Israel's policy of

expansion, repression and domination lead only to an increase in tension and

violence. It is obvious to.everyone that the restoration of the Arab territories

as the counterpart to genuine peace - as is called for by the Arabs today - is the

only way to the establishment of that genuine peace for all. A peace that is

imposed by force, fear and a policy of faits accomplis is a fragile peace that will

not last. That has been proved by facts.

Mr. GDLDB (Yugoslavia): The heroic and resolute struggle of the

Palestinian people for freedom, independence, dignity and a State of its own has

lasted for decades. During all these years it has been clear that a just, lasting

and comprehensive solution to the crisis in the Middle East presupposes a solution

to the question of Palestine in accordance with the United Nations Charter and with
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full respect for the Palestinian peopl~'s right to self-determination and national

independence. The General Assembly will doubtless take the same position again.

The inalienable rights of the Palestinian people are a question for the

conscience of the international oommunitYJ they are the responsibility ot the

United Nations. But the fact remains that at the end of the twentieth century and

in the fortieth year of the existence of the United Nations the Palestinian people

is denied even the right to exist and that hundreds of thousands of Palestinians -

indeed generations - have been born as refugees, without a land of their own, and

have spent their lives in camps. Their fate is being discussed in this Assembly

because of th~ir rights and because of their will not to give in to aggression.

Israel has tried, without any success, to break the will of the Pales~inian

people by aggression, by terror, by expansion and by domination. That is the main

obstacle to the self-determination of tle Palestinian people and to the solution of

the crisis in the Middle East. Intervention, naked force and State terrorism by

Israel are keeping peace away from the Middle East and have held back all attempts

and initiatives designed to achieve a just solution to the Palestinian question.

This has been going on for years. This year has been no different, except

that repressive measures on the occupied Palestinian territories have been stepped

up and that, in total disregard for international censure, new settlemel; ~re

being constructed on the Palestinian lands and annexation is being relentlessly

pursued. The West Bank, the Gaza Strip, Jerusalem, the Syrian Golan Heights and

parts of Lebanon continue to be occupied.
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Palestinian refugee camps, no matter how far they may be from the borders of

Israel, are the target of its bombs and attacks. In an attempt to destroy all

things Palestinian, death and destruction are visited upon new areas. Armed

attacks are carried out on an increasing number of independent and sovereign

countries. In pursuit of aggression and terror Israel is reaching out to the och~~

end of the Mediterranean region, threatening the security of independent St&tes in

the name of what it blithely calls its own security interests. The bombing of

Tunis was a flagrant violation of the sovereignty of that non-aligned, independent

and peace-loving country and of the basic principles of the United Nations Charter

and the norms of international behaviour. Actions likely to bring about a

conflagration in the region of the Middle East and in the Mediterranean area should

be cut short by concerted international action.

In his message on the occasion of the International Day at Solidarity with the

Palestinian People, the President of the Presidency of Yugoslavia, Mr. Radovan

Vlajkovic, pointed out that:

"it is high time for the international community to stop the policy and

practice of State terrorism, which prolong the sUffering of one people and

jeopardize the others. Urgent and concrete measures should be taken in order

to enable the Palestinian people to realize their inalienable rights and

legitimate national aspirations."

No country, be it big or small, can satisfy and protect its interests by

violating the principles of the Charter. The policy of force and faits aCCOmPlis

and the imposition of an alien will are not and cannot be acceptable in the Middle

East or, for that matter, anywhere else in the world. The Palestinian people has

proved by its long struggle that no solution can be achieved without it or at its

expense. No war machine, however powerful, is a match for the resolve of a people
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to win its inalienable right to freedom, independence and a State on its own

national soil.

There is no denying that the Palestinian people has its own ethnic,

historical, cultural and geographic identity. Its political identity and its

resolve to decide independently on its destiny is expressed through the Palestine

Liberation Organization (PLO). The PLO and its leadership, headed by the Chairman

of the Executive ~~ittee, Mr. Yasser Arafat, enjoy the full support and trust of

the Palestinian people. That will and support are reflected in the PLO's full

membership of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, in the PLO's observer status

in the United Nations and in. the recognition of the PLO as the sole, legitimate

representative of the Palestinian people.

The non-aligned countries have always been of the view that peace and security

can be strengthened only through the solution of the crises provoked by the denial

of the rights of peoples to self-determination and independence. We believe that

the international community should not reconcile itself to the existence and

continuation of these crises.

At the Ministerial Conference in Luanda, Angola, the non-aligned oountries

emphasized once again their firm solidarity with and full support for the just

struggle of the Palestinian people, as they have always done since their first

summit COnference {n Belgrade. The COnference stressed that the crisis affecting

all areas of international relations could best be solved through dialogue,

particularly multilateral negotiations within the framework of the United Nations.

The Foreign Ministers of the non-aligned countries reiterated that the convening of

an international conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the United

Nations constitutes the best framework for a just, lasting and comprehensive

solution.
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The convening of such a conference, with the participation of all parties

directly concerned in the Arab-Israeli conflict, including the PLO and members of

the Security Council, was supported also by the Committee of Eight Non-Aligned

Countries on Palestine, of which Yugoslavia is a member. It should be recalled

here also that the united Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian People, under the able chairmanship of Ambassador

Massamha Sarre of Senegal, is engaged in a quest for the same goal.

The United Nations, and the Security Council in particular, should

continuously uphold the cause of the Palestinian people and their right to

self-determination, to independence and to their own State. Failure to de so would

leave the fiell wide open to manipulation of the inalienable rights of the

Palestinian people and to brutal and aggressive action aimed at the elimination of

the PLO and the entire Palestinian people.

Yugoslavia, independent and non-aligned, is giving full support to the

Palestinian people and its legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation

Organization. We hold that there can be no solution without the Palestinian people

and the PLO. They must participate on an equal footing in all efforts,

deliberations and conferences on the question of Palestine.

A just and lasting solution of the Middle East crisis and the right of all

peoples and countries of that region to independent and secure development must be

ensured on the basis of the unconditional withdrawal of Israel from all the Arab

and Palestinian territories occupied in 1967 and subsequently, including

Jerusalem. The solution must be based on the attainment by the Palestinians of

their inalienable rights: that is, the right to return to their homeland, to the

soil from which they were expelled~ the right to freedom and self-determination~

~nd the right to establish their own State on their own national soil.
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Mr. WASIUDDIN (Bangladesh): At this historic fortieth session, the

unit~d Nations General Assembly is considering the question of palestine, which has

been on our agenda since the founding of this great world body. No other issue in

contemporary history has been discussed and deliberated so extensively; yet the

problem remains unresolved and continues to threaten internatinal peace and

security. During the period under review the international community has once

again failed to achieve any concrete results towards a successful resolution of

this long-standing problem. To the contrary, the situation has further

deteriorated steadily during this period and Israel haD further intensified its

ruthless design to eliminate the Palestinian people and their sole and legitimate

representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).
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Israel, in violati~n of all norms of international law, and of the principles

and purposes of the United Nations Charter, unleashed yet another aggression

against the sovereignty and territorial i~tegrity of Tunisia - a country more than

1,500 miles from its borders. That act of aggression was yet another manif~station

of its relentless drive to persecute and liquidate the Palestinian people. The

Israeli policy of aggression, occupation, persecution and expansion in the Middle

East has further exacerbated the situation in the regivn. The question of

Palestine, which is at the centre of the problems in the Middle East, should

therefore be considered as a matter of the utmost importance.

For our deliberations we have before us the latest report of the

Secretary-General (A/40/1G8) and the latest report of the Committee on the Exercise

of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people (A/40/35). My delegation

commends the secretary-General and the Chairman and other members of that Committee

for those valuable reports and also for their sincere and persistent efforts to

uphold and enhance the cause of the Palestinian people.

My delegation has consistently emphasized that tile present explosive situation

in the Middle East is a direct consequence of a historic injustice, when the

Palestinian people were forcibly uprooted from their hearths and homes. We are

equally convinced that it will not be possible to bring just and lasting peace to

the region unless the legitimate and inalienable national rights of the Palestinian

people are fUlly restored. Those rights are based on the principles and purposes

of the united Nations Charter as well as on internatioinal law and jurisprudence

and cannot be denied to them on any pretext. The political entity of the

Palestinian people is an internationally recognized fact which cannot be questioned.

Bangladesh's position on the question of Palestine is based on our unflinching

faith in the principles and purposes of the Unit~d Nations Charter and our deep
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to abandon their traditional homes. The demographic consequences of the occupation

needs of Jewish settlers have led to severe drought and forced Palestinian farmers

Systematic depletion of the water resources of the west Bank and their use for the

are extremely alarming. These obnoxious and illegal policies carried out by Israel

political domination and de-Palestinization policies, Israel's occupation of the

in the occupied Palestinian territories are fundamentally affected as a direct

Pale~tinian lands has had a number of far-reaching socio-economic consequences.

result of the Israeli occupation policies pursued for almost two decades. Besides

subservient to it. Settlement policy has led to confiscation of Palestinian lands

problem which. inter alia, must ensure the complete and unconditional withdrawal of

subject it has been emphasized that the living conditions of the Palestinian people

the Palestinian people under 'the leadership of the PLO - their sole and legitimate

The economies of the West Bank and Gaza are being tied to that of Israel and 'made

tht:! basis of that firm and principled position we have made sincere and persistent

Israeli forces from all occupied Arab and Palestinian territories, including the

Palestinian people in the occupied territories. In the latest report on the

holy city of Jerusalem, and the restoration of the inalienable national rights of

restore peace in the Middle East must be based on a comprehensive solution of the

forums. We have reiterated our firm conviction that any international effort to

efforts to uphold the just cause of the Palestinian people in all international

a just struggle to free themselves from the bondage of colonialism and racism. On

commitment to the cause of the oppressed peoples all over the world who are waging

EH/le
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against the people of Palestine in the occupied territories are clearly in

contravention of the Geneva .Conventions and must be halted forthwith.

The developments in the Middle East during the last four decades have clearly

signalled that concerted international action, under the auspices of the United

Nations, is a necessary condition for evolving a just, viable and lasting

settlement of the prOblem. My delegation therefore attaches particular importance

to the early convening of the proposed international peace conference on the Middle

East and we fully appreciate the Secretary-General's current initiative to that end.

The Arab peace plan, which my delegation fully supports as a sound basis for a

comprehensive solution of the problem, and other plans which have been submitted

from various quarters, are already before the international community. l'tlat is

needed now to initiate the peace Process is the generation of the necessary

political will, particularly on the part of the major Powers, who are in a position

to influence developments in the region. The situation in the Middle East is

extremely grave and explosive and any further delay in starting the peace process

might trigger off a totally unmanageable crisis, making it more difficult, if not

impossible, to restore peace in this region.

It is unfortunate that at a time when the international community is making a

renewed effort to restore peace in the region, Israel should have undertaken a

systematic effort to heighten tension in the region with a view to jeopardizing the

current peace process. It has made persistent efforts to block any new initiative,

on one pretext or another. On the other hand, it has further exacerbated the

situation through its relentless expansion and unabated aggression against the Arab

and Palestinian people. We commend our Arab brothers who, in the face of such

hostile policies of Israel, have demonstrated the utmost restraint and

statesmanship and have continued to make every possible effort for a durable peace

in the region.
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The United Nations has a special responsibility towards the Palestinian

people. Our failure in the past to implement our own decisions and resolutions has

only encouraged Israel to intensify its policy of aggression and ~cupation against

the Arab and Palestinian people. That trend must be halted and reversed. It is

our sincere hope that the current historic session will deliberate on the question

of Palestine with greater tisdom and foresight, with a view to adopting a concrete

course of action to initiate the peace process in the region.

In conclusion, I reaffirm our total and unflinching support for, and

solidarity with, our Palestinian brothers in their heroic struggle for the

restoration of their inalienable national rights, under the leadership of the PLO,

their sole and legitim~te representative. Their cause is just and legitimate, and

their victory is inevitable.

Mr. KHALIL (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic): The current debate on

the question of Palestine is taking place at a time when it might be said that

conditions for the appropriate, sincere efforts needed to find a comprehensive,

just and lasting solution to the question of the Middle East are more suitable than

at any time since the outbreak of the conflict in Palestine. Sinc~ last year's

debate on the matter in the General Assembly we have witnessed many very important

developments with serious implications for the peace efforts to settle the question

of Palestine. Among the most important is what is happening in occupied

Palestinian territory - the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Holy Jerusalem. Those

events and developments have made it clear that the Palestinian people are still

determined to resist all Israel's attempts to break their will and their resistance.

We have followed with admiration, and we support, the resistance of the people

of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to the arbitrary and oppressive measures of the

Israeli authorities against the cities and villages of the occupied territories.

Those measures started with futile attempts to influence the cultural life of the
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nsw generations of Palestinians. Now those efforts and measures include organized

violence, the demolition of.houses, the expulsion of citizens, the expropriation of

land, administrative detention and the declaration of whole areas as military zones

under the direct rule of a military governor. They are accompanied by a settlement

process encouraged by the Israeli State and carried out by settlers with

expansionist ideologies. It is a process that is doomed to failure and defeat.

The Palestinian people, led by its youth, who were born in the occupied

territory and have lived there all their lives, knowing nothing but Israeli

oppression, have faced up to all Israel's acts of violence. They have confirmed

that the national flame of the Palestinians will not be put out and that their

efforts to acquire their right to self-determination will ultimately be crowned

with success.

As for the attempts to settle the problem, the Arab side has made it clear

that it favours a peaceful settlement. That option has been strengthened by the

Jordanian-Palestinian agreement ot 11 February 1985, described by His Majesty

King Hussein in his statement to the General Assembly on 27 September. It provides

the necessal=y machinery for the implementation of the decisions of the Fez Arab

Summit, which confirmed that the Arab nation had opted for a peaceful negotiated

settlement.

In his statement to the Extraordinary Summit Conference of Arab States on

7-9 August this year, held in Casablanca, His Majesty King Hussein presented the

elements and concepts of the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement. Mr. Yasser Arafat,

Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) also explained those points

and concepts, and the Final Communique of the Conference stated that it had taken

note with full appreciation of the explanations given by the two Arab leaders with

regard to the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement.
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Matters did not end there. Various important developments have taken place in

the Arab positions, for the Palestinian and Jordanian side is moving sincerely and

vigorously to embark on active negotiations that will lead to a just solution to

end the nightmare of suffering, instabili~ and violence afflicting the Middle East

in general and the Palestinian people in particular.

Accordingly, His Majesty King Hussein clarified his position when he expressed

to the General Assembly his readiness to participate in direct negotiations with

Israel, under appropriate auspices, in implementation of Security Council

resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). He saia that the appropriate forum would be

an international conference in which the five permanent members of the Security

Council took part.

As for the PLO, the Cairo Declaration issued by Mr. Yasser Arafat on

7 November this year, which was reaffirmed by the legitimate, elected leadership of

the PLO, meeting in Baghdad, confirmed that the PLO condemned and denounced all

terrorist acts, whether carried out by States, individuals or groups, against

innocent, unarmed people, anywhere in the world. That historic Declaration

contains many points that should be considered, pondered upon and read with great

interest, for they are extr~mely significant.*

I wish now to pinpoint some elements in that Declaration. The first concerns

the continued belief in peace and the efforts to be made to prepare the region and

the international community for a peaceful, just settlement of the problem. The

second deals with the adoption of the peaceful alternative, by all the Arab

parties, inclUding the PLO, with Security Council guarantees, and in conformity

with international legality. That is in accord with decisions adopted at the

*Mr. Berrocal Soto (Costa Rica), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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Casablanca Summit Conference this year. Thirdly, the Declaration reaffirms the

right of each State in the ~egion to existence within secure and internationally

recognized boundaries, and the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and

to establish its own independent State in Palestine. Those elements were contained

in the Geneva Declaration on Palestine at the 1983 International Conference on the

Question of Palestine, in Which Egypt had the honour to take part. Egypt has

followed very closely, and has participated effectively and actively in, these Arab

efforts, for it has spearheaded the drive in those directions.

Bearing in mind the courage and sincerity required to adopt such historic

positions, and remembering the long struggle of the Arab nation to restore the

legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people, Egypt has made clear its

beliefs with regard to a peaceful. settlement of the question of Palestine. First,

a just settlement requires resPeCt for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian

people, primarily the right to self-determination and the right to establish its

own State on its own land.

..
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Secondly, a permanent settlement of the question requires the participation of the

PLO, as the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. Thirdly,

the comprehensive settlement of the conflict requires the withdrawal of Israel from

all the Arab and Palestinian territories occupied since 5 June 1967, including Arab

Jerusalem. Such also requires recognition of the right of all States in the area

to live in security and good-neighbourliness.

That is the position that we adopt and that is widely adopted on the Arab

side. We believe that it is adopted also by many other parties whose aim it is to

bring about a peaceful settlement of the conflict and that preserves the rights of

each party and protects its vital interests and its right to live in peace.

It remains for the Israeli side to take positive action to move closer to all

the proposals made by the ~rab side for the purpose of the peaceful settlement of

the question. In this regard there are many elements with regard to the Israeli

position that should be made much more clear before it can be said unequivocally

that the situation is ripe for the serious effort that is necessary to arrive at a

peaceful settlement.

At the present time it is evident that wide sections of the Israeli society,

desire a peaceful settlement of the situation. However, those whose objective is

expansion and hegemony are still influential. It is therefore necessary that the

forces of peace succeed in defeating those that support expansionist ideologies.

Furthermore, the Israeli side should recognize the Palestinian problem and that the

Palestinians have legitimate rights. Indeed, this was recognized by Israel "lithin

the framework for peace signed in Washington on 17 September 1978. Israel should

decide once and for all to opt for peace and good-neighbourly relations and should I
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also specifically acknowledge the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,

including of course tbe rigqt of the Palestinian people, a people which numbers

millions, to self-determina{~on. Recognition of this right rem3ins our main

demand. Israel should accept, as the Arab side has accepted, the reality of the

situation, which is the need to recognize that the Palestinian people indeed have

legit~.ate representatives and that they should be talked with and negotiated

with. That is why Egypt, affirms, as do others, that rejection or opposition to

negotiations with the PLO will lead only to further complicating the situation and

creating further impediments, which might lead the whole situation into an impasse.

The continuing attempts to annex more land and to expand at the expense of the

Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip will lead to more obstacles to the

peaceful settlement of the problem and to further violence. This will affect the

whole area of the Middle East and spill over into neighbouring areas and the world

as a whole. Egypt has always called upon Israel to confirm its desire for peace in

order to build confidence not only in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip but also in

the Middle East as a whole. We are still waiting for the implementation of the

necessary confidence-building measures.

The President of Egypt, Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, in his statement at the

thirty-eighth session of the General.Assembly, said the following:

"Allo~, me to address an appeal from this rostrum to the Israeli people to

respond to the challenge of peace, to reject the concepts of expansion and

territorial annexation and to give concrete expression to its desire for

coexistence with the Palestinian people. A golden opportunity exists for
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I~~ael to achieve true peace, transforming its borders with the Arabs into

areas of attrac~ion, interaction and fruitful exchange. These borders should

no longer be marked by trenches, barbed wire and barricades. We are all

called Upon to work for a historic reconciliation. We cannot proceed towards

the future saddled with the anti~'dted notions and residues of the past. It

is impermissible for any party to try to impose peace, because such a peace

would be no more than an armed truce, an invitation to revenge and a source of

future bloodshed, violence and hostility." (A/38/PV.IO, p. 17)

Egypt believes that the most appropriate framework for a settlement such as we

are all endeavouring to achieve and for which we are working, is an international

conference, with the p~rticipation on a footing of equality, of all the parties,

including the PLO. It should be a conference at which the views and the concepts

of each party are expressed, at which negotiations take place between the parties

concerned and lead to the restoration of the national legitimate rights of the

Palestinians; a conference that achieves peace and security for all and leads to

the withdrawal of Israel from all the occupied territories; a conference that also

leads to the reaffirmation of the right to existence of all parties in the area,

including Israel. All the countries of the region have the right to live in peace

and good-neighbourliness.

The message which the President of the Security Council addressed to the

Secretary-General on 26 February 1985, regarding the implementation of General

Assembly resolution 39/49 C, on the convening of such an international conference,

stated:
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"It is clear from these consultations" - that is, his consultation with

the Council members - "that almost all members are in favour of the principle

of holding such a conference. Many of these members feel that it should be

convened as early as possible; some others consider that the conditions that

would make it possible to convene such a conference have not been met as yet."

(A/40/lG8, p. 3)

My country hopes that all the parties concerned now appreciate the necessity

and the appropriateness of convening such a conference. Indeed, tLa members of the

Security Council, it is clear from the President of the Council's message of

26 February 1985 that the members of the Council invited the Secretary-General to

continue consultations on this matter in any manner he deemed appropriate. The

Secretary-General, in his report (A/40/779 and Corr.l) referred to this matter and

he recalled his suggestion that the machinery of the Security Council be used to

enhance the search for a settlement of the problem of the Middle East, as well as

all other ways and means available to the United Nations in the search for a

lasting peace in the Middle East.

Many people say that the history of the search for a settlement in the Middle

East is the history of lost opportunities. I must add that Egypt will continue in

its endeavour, and do everything possible to promote peaceful efforts to bring

about a settlement of the problem for the benefit and the well-being of the

Palestinian people and all the people of the Middle East. It is incumbent on all

parties, on all those that aim at a real)lasting, just peace in the Middle East and

security and stability in the whole area, to take the opportunities available to us.
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Mr. DJOu-oI (Algeria) (interpretation from French): The tragedy of the

Palestinian people is daily retaining our attention with increasing persistence,

reminding us that the international community has still been unable to end its

ordeal. Indeed, so far, no just and definitive settlement has been embarked upon

that would tackle the national dimension of the Palestinian problem.

It is almost four decades now that the Middle East has been the arena of a

conflict as a result of serious developments that show no sign of ending in the

near future. On the contrary, everything indicates that each new twist in the

conflict, particularly because of its recent extension to new regions of the world,

show a further worsening of the constant threat to peace and international security

it poses.

The question of Palestine is first and foremost a problem of a people that was

expelled from its own country, stripped of its belongings and forced into exile.

It is also the determination of that people not to relinquish its right to exist

and its right to freedom and independence and its exemplary struggle for the

liberation of its lands and the recovery of its despoiled national rights.

Finally, it is the stubbornness of the occupant who persists in denying that

people's rights and in occupying its lands, systematically using force and

aggression to accomplish its aims of domination and power over the peoples of the

region.

For a long time, however, the crux of the problem has been deliberately

concealed. For a long time attempts have been made to reduce the question of

Palestine to a refugee problem that at best would be given what was called a

humanitarian solution. For a long time some have sought to focus only on the

exterior manifestatio~s of the crisis, thus ignoring the real nature of the

problem: the denial of the rights of the Palestinian people and the occupation of

its lands.
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As a result of their sacrifices and trials in the pursuit of their determined

struggle, the Palestinian national fact made itself known internationally, while

the international community recognized the legitimacy of Palestinian rights and the

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole and legitimate representative

of the Palestinian people and the indispensable partner in any effort or

negotiation for peace.

In recognizing the rightness of the struggle of the Palestinian people and by

identifying the essential elements of the conflict and of its solutior, the General

Assembly 11 years ago committed itself to taking the only way likely to promote the

definitive and just settlement of the conflict. That approach of absolute

rectitude was able, two years ago - once the basic elements of the settlement of

the problem had been identified and subsequently reaffirmed - to define the only

framework for negotiation: the holding of an international conference on peace in

the Middle East.

Now that the elements and the framework for settling the problem have been

defined, all efforts should be directed towards eliminating the obstacles that

continue to arise on the rOad to peace, so that all parties to the conflict,

including the PLO, could, on an equal footing, take part in that conference, which

has been endorsed by all Arab States.

That it has not yet been possible to hold that conference is once again due to

the stubbornness of the zionist leaders who, in multiplying conditions and pushing

back deadlines, continue to oppose all peace efforts and all initiatives, including

that of the Heads of Arab States agreed on in September 1982 in Fez.

The situation in the Middle East is worsening every day owing to the policy of

aggression and intimidation being pursued, with total impunity, by the zionist

regime against the Palestinian people and the Arab States of the region. In the

occupied Arab territories, repression against the Palestinian population is

I
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intensifying and worsening every day; it is part of an inexorable systematic

exercise aimed at annexing the last of the Arab territories and at liquidating the

Palestinian presence.

That repression is accompanied by a truly genocidal campaign against the

Palestinian people" extending as far as the Maghreb, where exile and tribulation

have led them. The recent aggression ?gainst Tunisia, q~ite apart from the dozens

of innocent victims, is an inst~uctive illustration of this natural vocation for

escalation that the very notion of sovereignty under international law seems unable

to contain.

In the light of t-Ie constant 7iolations of the sovereignty of Arab States, in

the light of the invasion and occupation of their territories, in the light of the

most abominable massacres, whose names, from Deir Yassin to Sabra and Shatila,

history remembers in the light of the murderous raids against civilian populations

and targets - the international community, particularly the Security Council, have

never been able to go beyond a modest reprimand.

Also, in the light of the diso-in shown by the Zionist leaders for our

Organization's resolutions, in the light of their decision to annex the Golan

Heights and to declare the sacred city of Al Quds their "eternal capital", and to

pursue their policy of colonizing occupied Arab territories by establishing

settlements and radically modifying the demographic status and geographical

character of those territories, the international community has had no choice other

than to issue condemnations, and has been unable to take the effective measures the

seriousness of the situation required.

The fact is that the body the Charter made responsible for the challenging

task of maintaining international peace and security has failed in its duty. In

the case of the racist zionist regime of Tel Aviv, as in the case of the racist

regime of Pretoria, it is obvious that the Security Council has been unable, to act
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with the firmness and severity the seriousness of the situation and the grave

threat to international peace and security required of it.

Worse still, the Security Council has always refused, unlike the General

Assembly, to recognize the national dt-ension of the Palestinian problem, just as

it has been unable to make the necessary efforts to accelerate the peace process

initiated by the General Assembly and work for the early holding of the

international conferen~e on peace in the Middle East.

Algeria wishes to reaffirm here its unshakeable support for the Palestinian

people, under the leadership of its sole legitimate representative, the Palestine

Liberation Organization, in its just struggle to recover its legitimate national

rights '~~ the building of an independent State in Palestine. The Palestinian

peoph ~ ~il.lich has shed its blood and which has known torment and exile, rightly

deserves its right to freedom, dignity and independence.
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Faced with the danger of the extension of the conflict in the Middle East to

other parts of the world, and the worsening of the situation, with all the

consequences for peace and international security, it is time for the international

community to assume its responsibilities and to make decisive efforts to put an end

to the policy of aggression and threats, to end the occupation of Arab territories

and to ensure that the Palestinian peopl~ has restored to it finally all its

inalienable national rights, ~ncluding its right to self-determination, the right

of return, and the righ~ u) create its own independent State on its national soil

in Palestine.

Mr. DIATTA (Niger) (interpretation from French): As we speak in the

debate on the question of Palestine, my delegation would like, first of all, to

express its thanks and pay a well-deserved tribute to the Committee on the Exercise

of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and in particular to its

Chairman, Ambassador Massambra Sarre of Senegal for the excellent report submitted

to us, which testifies to the remarkable work it is doing for the legitimate rights

of the Palestinian people whose suffering cannot leave unmoved any person or

Government that believes in justice and in the ideals of the United Nations.

The question of Palestine, which is now before us, has existed since the

founding of the United Nations. It is the history of a people which for 40 years

now has experienced only suffering and exile, s~nce it was driven from its land by

force. But the remarkable factis that in spite of all adversity, and the flagrant

injustice done to that people, it has never lost hope and is fighting with

unflagging determination to recover its legitimate rights.

The question of Palestine has today reached a critical stage which requires

even more vigorous action on the part of the Member States of our Organization in

the search for a just and lasting solution. Every day we witness Israel's fierce
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repression and unlawful practi~es in the Palestinian and other occupied Arab

territories, including Jerusalem, in violation of international law and any sense

of morality. All means are being used by Israel to wipe out Palestinian

resistance, including arbitrary mass imprisonment, forced transfers of individuals

or groups, the creation and expansion of settlements, modification of the

geographic nature and demographic composition of the territories, as well as all

the measures taken by Israel in violation of the Geneva COnventions on the

treatment of prisoners of war and the protection of civilian persons in time of

war. All these acts of oppression and this institutionalized terrorism committed

by Israel against the Palestinian people can only lead to an outcry of the human

conscience.

It therefore comes as no surprise, in view of such barbarous acts, that the

Zionist regime has established co-operation with the minority regime of SOuth

Africa which, as the Assembly knows, uses the same methods to oppose the legitimate

claims and aspirations of the black majority. Their odious crimes, their repeated

violation of the laws and rules of international behaviour, their attacks on human

dignity and their sinister co-operation in order more effectively to oppress the

people that they have placed under their yoke by force, must arouse the

condemnation and repudation of international public opinion.

In addition to these acts of repression of all types which we have just

mentioned, Israel has also shown its arrogance and complete disdain for the united

Nations by refusing to respect the many resolutions adopted on the question of

Palestine.

This attitude of defiance and the regime of terror established by Israel in

the Palestinian and Arab occupied territories, including Jerusalem, cannot and must

not continue indefinitely with impunity. In our view, the responsibility to induce

Israel to adopt a policy consistent with the wishes of the international community
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lies above all with the Security Counci: and especially its permanent members in so

far as the Charter has conferred on it special responsibilities in the maintenance

of international peace and security. My country hopes that it will assume that

responsibility with the necessary firmness by losing no time in taking measures not

only to put an imnediate end to the harmful policies pursued by Israel in the

Palestinian and Arab occupied territories, including Jerusalem, but also to induce

Israel to respect the relevant resolutions of our Organization concerning Palestine

and the Middle East. Strict mandatory sanctions under Chapter VII of the Charter

should also be envisaged.

We must remember that Israel is a creation of our Organization. Alas, Israel

itself, forgetting the lessons of history, is attempting to disregard the right of

another people to exist, and worse yet, has forced it into exile and seized all its

property.

Niger wishes to reaffirm here that it will continue to support the heroic

struggle of the Palestinian people to recover its fundamental rights, convinced as

we are of the justice of its cause. We also wish to reaffirm that we consider that

the question of Palestine is at the core of the Middle East conflict and directly

affects the peace and stability of the region. In our view, any move that does not

take that reality into account would be doomed to failure. Hence we believe.that

any negotiation designed to seek a peaceful solution to the problem of the Middle

East and Palestine must have the effective participation of the Palestinian people

through its sole, legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization

(PLO). We must recall in this respect that the PLO, in its attitude and statements

has shown a great' deal of flexibility and good will in order to facilitate arrival

at a peacefUl solution to the question, in contrast to the warlike and aggressive

attitude of Israel.
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Future negotiations should also take into account the fact that a just and

lasting peace in the region cannot be established without a total and unconditional

withdrawal by Israel from all the Palestinian and Arab occupied territories,

including Jerusale~ and without the recovery of the inalienable rights of the

Palestinian people, including its right to return to its homeland, its right to

self-determination and its right to the establishment of a national and independent

State.

In its resolution 38/58 C the General Assembly approved the convening of an

international conference on the Middle East, and that resolution won almost

unanimous support. This reveals how urgent the international community feels is

the need for a solution for the region that takes due account of the legitimate

aspirations of all the parties to the conflict. My country, which supported that

resolution, hopes that all States, in particular those that have the formidable

task, under the Charter, of ensuring the maintenance of international peace and

security, will make every effort to see that that conference can, in fact, be held,

by not placing any obstacles in its way or by helping to eliminating any

obstacles. We are convinced that with sustained political resolve to create the

right conditions our Organization will be able to turn a painful page in its

history: that dealing with the ordeal of the Palestinian people.
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29 November 1947 stipulated the establishment of two States in Palestine - w Jewish

State and an Arab State. That was the legal basis for the creation of the State of

Israel. Israel was required by the united Nations, as a condition for its

creation, to agree to the united Nations Partition Plan for Palestine.

Unfortunately, since its birth, Israel has engaged in policies and practices which

deliberately violate the undertakings that it freely entered into. It has

consistently pursued a policy of expansion and aggression against the neighbouring

Arab States and the Palestinian people. There is no disguising the fact that the

Israeli design has been to annex all the lands which the united Nations Partition

Plan had earmarked for the Palestinians.

For nearly 40 years the General Assembly has continued to deliberate on the

question of the Middle East and the question of Palestine. Numerous resolutions

have been adopted calling for the restoration of the inalienable rights of the

Palestinian people. Considerable efforts have been exerted to find a peaceful

solution to the conflict in the Middle East of which the question of Palestine is

the core. All those efforts have been unsuccessful mainly because of Israeli

intransigence and the unconditional support that it has always received from a

super-Power. Taking advantage of that support which guarantees that the security

Council will not be able to adopt appropriate decisions, the Israeli authorities

have progressively annexed, seized, and consolidated their hold on, territories by

establishing permanent settlements on them without regard for world opinion and

international instruments to which Israel is a party.

Israeli pronouncements on the status of occupied Arab territories leave us in

doubt as to its intentions. It has unequivocally claimed such occupied territories

as part of Israel, with no intention to return them to their original owners.

Israeli actions therefore represent a flagrant violation of international law and

should be deplored by the international community.
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There is no gainsaying that the tension in the Middle East which poses such a

grave threat to internationj!l peace and security will not be relaxed so long as the

rights of the Palestinians are not seen by all as an indispensable element in the

solution. Indeed, it is the universally accepted dictum that the Palestinian

problem is the core of the question of the Middle East. Unless a just solution is

found for the issue of Palestine and the inalienable rights of the Palestinians

there can be no peace in the Middle East. Efforts at partial solutions, however

well intentioned and carefully executed, have proved ephemeral in the end. In my

delegation 's view, such will always be the outcome of attempted solutions that seek

to ignore the Palestinians.

In our view, the 1983 International Conference on the Question of Palestine

held in Geneva, proposed all the elements that a peaceful solution of the Middle

East needs. Niger ia holds the view that the Geneva Declaration which emanated from

that Conference provided a sound basis for a lasting and just settlement. The

Declaration, it should be recalled, affirmed the attainment by the Palestinian

people of its inalienable rights, including to return to its homeland,

self-determination, and to establish its own independent state in Palestine. It

affirmed the right of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the

representative of the Palestinian people, to participate on an equal footing with

other parties in all efforts, deliberations and conferences on the Middle East.

The Declaration stressed the need to put an end to Israel's occupation of Arab

territories, in accordance with the principle of the inadmissibility of the

acquisition of territory by force, and to secure Israeli withdrawal from the

territories occupied since 1967, inclUding Jerusalem; the need to oppose and reject

such Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories and any de facto
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situations created by Israel which are contrary to international law and relevant

United Nations resolutions, particularly such practices as the establishment of

settlements which constitute major obstacles to the achievement of peace in the

Middle East.

It should also be recalled ~;at the Declaration considered as null and void

all legislative and administrative measures and decisions taken by Israel that have

altered or purported to alter the character and status of the Holy City of

Jerusalem, inclUding the appropriation of land and properties situated there, and

in particular the so-called Basic Law on Jerusalem and the proclamation of

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. It affirmed the right of all States in the

region to exist within secure and internationally recognized boundaries, with

justice and security for all the people.

The Geneva Conference also recommended the holding of an international

conference on the Middle East which would provide an opportunity to bring all the

parties to the conflict to the negotiating table. My delegation has therefore

noted with dismay in the Secretary-General's report contained in document A/40/168

that the arrangements for convening the said conference have continued to be

thwarted by what we consider to be the spurious argument that the conditions that

would make it possible to convene such a conference have not been met as yet. My

delegation feels that the Secretary-General should be encouraged further to

continue his consultations with a view to convening the conference, which we

believe will give all the parties to the dispute an opportunity to arrive at a

solution that is fair and acceptable to all.
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My delegation has studied very carefully the report of the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People contained in

document A/40/35, which gives a clear account of the various activities that the

Committee undertook during the year in fulfilment of its mandate. I wish to t~ank

the Chairman, Anbassador Massamba Sarre of Senegal, and the other members of the

Commi ttee for their untiring efforts aimed at the restoration of the rights of the

Palestinians and the international awareness it has created through its Programme

of Action. Our gratitude goes also to the Chairman of the Special Committee to

Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the

Occupied Territories for that Committee's steaofastness in carrying out its mandate

in spite of the obstacles placed in its way by the occupying Power.

I should like, in conclusion, to reaffirm Nigeria's policy on the question of

Palestine. It is our firm belief that any settlement of the problem should proceed

from the starting-point of Israel's withdrawal from occupied Arab territories. It

must also provide for the return of the Palestinian refugees to their homeland and

the exercise by the Palestinians as a whole of their right to self-determination in

a homeland of their own. As the sole and authentic representative of the

Palestinian people, the PLO must participate in all negotiations concerning a

peaceful settlement of the Middle Ea~t crisis. A logical forum for such

negotiations, in our view, is the proposed international conference on the Middle

East. we therefore call again on all countries to make it possible for the

conference to be convened at an early date.

Mr. SAHBANI (Tunisia) (interpretation from Arabic): This year the United

Nations is celebrating its fortieth anniversary and the peoples of the world are

anxious to glorify the ideals on which it rests ana the objectives for which it was

created.

•
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These objectives represent the essence of what must be promoted in order to

guarantee to the human race peace, dignity, freedom and a tranquil life.

How we would have liked to celebrate today the attainment of that goal, were

it not for the realities we too often must confront and which can only re~ind us

that between those objectives and the present situation a great distance remains to

be travelled: so many tragedies unceasingly occur on the way, tragedies growing in

complexity in spite of the tireless efforts made in this forum and the many steps

to which they have led.

Clearly, the question of Palestine is one of those grave, chronic cases that

elude a solution. It is not that it is basically insoluble, but that political

will, foresight and the implementation of agreed principles fall by the wayside

when what is at issue is the question of Palestine and the destiny of the

Palestinian people.

Today we have the problem before us once again, more complex and acute than

ever, four decades since it emerged, a period during which the problem has only

festered.

The Tunisian Government had very ea~ly on drawn the attention of world pUblic

opinion to the need to consider this issue seriously and clearly on the basis of

the facts in order to understand it correctly and to attempt to resolve it so as to

guarantee the natural rights of peoples, taking into account the undeniable

realities, and to preserve peaceful coexistence between the communities.

In affirming its views on this question, Tunisia has met with many

difficulties, and its President, H.E. Habib Bourguiba, has many times been exposed

to misunderstanding and much criticism.

,
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None the less, we reiterate today that same position, persuaded of the

correctness of our opinions, ef the effectiveness of our approach and firmly

convinced that this cause is j~st and that it deserves our continued efforts in its

defence.

Once again we affirm that this is not a problem of refugees, to whom charity

is given and for whom we try to find shelter, assistance and relief; we are

dealing with the commitment of an entire people to fundamental rights that concern

it just as they concern all other peoples, that is, the right to a homeland on a

land where the blood and sweat of its children were shed; the right to dignity, to

its own specific personality; the right to self-determination in implementation of

the principles and decisions of the United Nations

If the situation were different, the whole world - with the exception, of

course, of the dominating State, which is party to the issue - would have applauded

the struggle of th~ Palestinian people because that people, in spite of the

vicissitudes of fortune, has resisted; it has stayed on its feet, inspired by

faith in its rights, never despairing of human justice and morality.

There is a flagrant paradox that strikes the observer. When we compare the

situation of the Palestinian people with similar situations concerning other

peoples, we see that the whole world supports the latter and pledges to defend them

on the basis of the principles accepted by the conscience of the world. But when

the Palestinian people are at stake t other criteria intervene: self-interest

replaces principles, whereas natural law is indivisible and cannot be altered by

changing circumstances or by the specific characteristics of the peoples concerned.

International public opinion has gone through turbulent stages in dealing with

this issue. From the outset it has understood the substance of the problem by

realizing that the dispute results from the coexistence on a single territory of

two peoples, each inspired by sharp nationalism and each claiming its full and

absolute right over the territory.
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It has proven impossible to bring the two parties to agreement on a shared

national concept, given the 1sraeli party's rejection from the very outset of that

concept of a single homeland.

Hence the international community in 1947 adopted resolution 181 (II~which

provides for the division of the territory into two parts: an Arab territory and

an Israeli territory. Subsequently, the State of Israel was established, but the

Palestinian state remained in limbo.

Although that resolution, in our view, was unjust, and President Bourguiba

denounced it as an example of the use of force and constraint for the solution of

international problems, Israel none the less considered it to fall short of the

acceptable minimum and. to be incon~atible with its concept of a Zionist state. It

has therefore unceasingly - and this is common knowledge - ex?anded into the

territory granted to the Palestinian state. Moreover, it has denied to the

Palestinians the right even to have a personality and to set up a State in

application of the terms of the very document that made the creation oE Israel

possible.

Given these developments, public opinion gradually forgot resolution 181 (II)

and began to consider the issue from standpoints that do not always correspond to

the spirit of that resolution, confining itself to certain aspects of the problem

but losing sight of the essential one as reflected in the decision taken in 1947.

Political thinking has, generally speaking, followed that trend. Many efforts

failed and it was natural that they should fail, especially with Israel obstructing

any plan that might open the door to a discussion likely to lead to the

establishment of a just and equitable peace that would restore to the Palestinian

people its rightful place and spare the region any attempts at hegemony or

arbitrary rule. Even proposals from Israel's friends have not escaped its

rejection.

,
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Resolution 181 (11) remains, in our view, the main reference point for our

consitieration of the question of Palestine because, among al~ the resoluti~ns

adopted by the United Nations, it is the one which comes the closest to fairness

and wisdom. It is also the one which has commanded the support of most of the

major Powers, including the United States and the Soviet Union.

Although 38 years have gone by, this decision remains viable both in its

spirit and in its philosophy.



BCT/ap A/40/PV.lOl
51

(Mr. Sahbani, Tunisia)

We make that statement without losing sight of the evolution of this question

or of the adjustments required by present reality.

The Arab States as well as the Palestine Liberation Organization demonstrated

at the Fez Summit in 1982 their readiness to tackle new situations realistically

and with tolerance and to shoulder their full reaponsibility vis-a-vis the

situation that prevailed in 1967. They therefore made the whole world witness to

their good intentlons and pledged to preserve the peace, the stability and the

coexistence of all the States of the region without exception.

My country has given its full support to the Fez plan, particularly in

connection with the ~lestion.of Palestine, as well as to all sincere and credible

proposals that are in keeping with that plan. In this conte~t, Tunisia considers

that the United Nations decisions, although not in every way consistent with our

approach to a solution, none the less do for the most part contain positive aspects

to which we can refer, thus making these decisions, on the whole, a basket of

legitimate international proposals that balance and dovetail with each other.

Therefore, it would not be logical to cling to one or two texts and reject lne

others. It is high time for international public opinion to refle~t on this

approach, which could help in the quest for a way out of the present impasse.

The persistence of this tragedy has brought about, from the standpoint of

ethics and morality, harmful behaviour that had not been prevalent in the region

before. The continuation of these manifestations can only further worsen and

complicate the situation. It has become clear that the consequences will not be

confined to the borders of the region. It is urgent to put an end to this

situation by eliminating the root causes.

Along those lines, there is a need for a change in the attitude that some have

taken on this problem, an attitUde that consists of refusing to recognize the
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adversary and avoiding any discussion with those who bear arms~ under the pretext

that they are terrorists" We belie'17e that this is a serious mistake. Of course,

my country rejects terrorism, denounces irresponsible behaviour and condemns the

harm done to innocent persons, regardless of the origin or the pretext. But my

country lived through a period in the past when Bourguiba himself was considered to

be the leader of the terrorists. And were not the Tunisian militants described as

terrorists because of their struggle for the liberation of their country? was this

not true of many countries in their struggle for emancipation? And yet it was

subsequently established that real peace could not be attained without the efforts

of those militants, and that their involvement was es ....ential for solutions to

succeed.

The same applies to the question of Palestine, and it is a waste of time and

effort to deny that fact. we firmly believe that the involvement of the legitimate

representatives of the Palestinians in the search for and the achievement of peace

will contribute enormously to the success of that undertaking.

With manifest courage the Palestine Liberation Organization, together with the

Arab community, has given sufficient evidence of its desire for peace, of its

readiness to negotiate - in the framework of adequate international guarantees -

with pragmatism, a sense of responsibility and a commitment to an honourable peace.

Peace does not endanger Israel - not the Israel created by the United Nations,

not even the Israel which, at the cost of a war every 10 years, expanded

illegitimately until 1967. Peace is a danger only for those who want constantly to

increase their territory by force of arms - not for States whose sole concern is to

meet the challenge of our day: the survival and well-being of their nationals.

May Israel show the same commitment and free itself of the fear of the

establishment of peace.
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Therein reside our hopes. May the efforts of the United Nations command the

support of men of good will so that this fortieth anniversary may mark the advent

of a new era in which mankind will have reason to hope.

I take this opportunity to extend to the Commi ttee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and above all its Chairman,

Ambassador Massamba Sarre, our sincere gratitude for their efforts in the

Palestinian cause. We appreciate the valuable recommendations contained in the

Committee's report. My country fully supports the report and those

recommendations, which contain elements in respect of this problem that deserve our

consideration.

~. PHILIPPE (Luxembourg) {interpratation from Frenehj; I have the

honour to speak on behalf of the ten meJIber states of the European Community, and

also Spa in and Por tuga 1

The question of Palestine, in its many aspects, is doubtless one of those that

have received the most attention from our Organization. While it is important for

us to take a periodic look at this question, it is clear that the main

responsibility and the means of finding a peaceful solution to this complex problem

lie primarily with the parties directly concerned. until they are prep~red to make

substantial reciprocal concessions, discussions in this Assembly will continue

without any decisive result that would make it possible to improve the lot of the

sorely tried Palestinian people.

On the contrary, every year that passes without substantial progress being

made towards the solution of the Palestinian problem - which I hardly need say is

of paramount impo'rtance for peace and security in the Middle East - makes the

situation more difficult, because the feelings of hostility continue to become

entrenched, and add further difficulties to existing problems.
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Acts of violence and terrorism are particularly harmful in this respect. They

contribute to an escalation which is bound to be counter-productive when it comes

to the peaceful settlement of disputes. On the contrary, it is necessary to

establish a climate of confidence and understanding, which is a key element in the

search for any solution. It is necessary in fact that the enemies of today stop

regarding each other as enemies if there to be any chance of seeing an end to the

conflict in the region.

We take this opportunity to appeal to all the parties concerned to refrain

from any action that might hinder the development of such a climate of confidence

and understanding. OUr Assembly can contribute to this by using moderate and

conciliatory language when it discusses the problems of the Middle East.

The principles of our policy aimed at finding a solution to the problem of

Palestine are well known. Such a settlement must be based on Secretary Council

resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and must encompass the right to existence and

security of all States in the region, inclUding Israel, justice for all peoples of

the region and the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people, with

everything that that implies. These principles must be accepted by all the parties

concerned, including the Palestinian people and the Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO), which must be associated with the negotiations.

It is clear that a negotiation process is essential if we are to find a

satisfactory solution to the question of Palestine. Such a process must involve a

mutual recognition of the existence and rights of the parties to the conflict.

We have often stressed our conviction that Israel will not obtain the security

and recognition to which it is entitled unless it seeks a negotiated settlement
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that r in particular r satisfies the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian

people. We would like to see the Palestinian people able to pursue its objectives

I:'l political means the implementation of which would take account of the need to

recognize and respect the existence and security of all.

We believe that no effort should be spared to maintain and strengthen the

present direction of the peace pr~~ss and to facilitate a dialogue between the

parties to the conflict.

A satisfactory solution to the question of Palestine requires that the

principles of the non use of force and renunciation of the ao:Juisition of territory

by force be respected by all.*

A key element in the solution of the conflict is the question of Arab

territories occupied by Israel since 1967. It is clear that under security Council

resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) Israel must end the territorial occupation

that it has maintained since 1967. We would like to remind the AssemblYr

incidentlYr that the provisions of the Hague Convention of 1907 and the Fourth

Geneva Convention are applicable to those territories. It is very disturbing that

the situation in the occupied territories is so serious and alarming and continues

to worsen. The Israeli settlements policy continues in particular to be a matter

of great concern to us. The colonies established in the occupied territories since

1967 and any change in the status or deiIDgrapbic structure of those territories are

illegal under international law and are a serious obstacle to these peace efforts.

Similarly, Israel's policy in the eastern part of Jerusalem and in the Golan

Heights is contrary to international law and decisions taken as part of that policy

should consequently be regarded as null and void.

*Hr. Al-Kawari (Qatar)r Vice-President r took the Chair.
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Before concluding, we think it essential to reaffirm our profound concern over

the distress of the Palestinian civilian populations and our desire that the

competent international organizations should be able to provide their assistance

without hindrance.

Finally, we wish to stress once again the need for all the parties concerned

to implement in full Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and to

respect the principles to which we have just referred. We also think it essential

that every effort should be made to ensure that the action taken by the King of

Jordan and the Jordan-Palestine agreement of 11 February, like other encouraging

developments, should bear fruit and that tangible progress should at last be made

towards an overall, just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine.

As in the past, we stand ready to make our contribution to such a solution.

Hr. MOUSFDUTAS (Cyprus): Only a few weeks ago we observed the fortieth

anniversary of the United Nations. The significance of that observance was

stressed by the presence and active participation of a great number of Heads of

St~te Government, who invariably expressed their faith in the Organization as well

a~l the expectations of the peoples of the world.

Despite the achievements of this Organization in numerous fields over the

40 years of its existence, there remain great expectations on the part of oppressed
,

peoples throughout the world which have still not been realised. The people of

Palestine, the displaced, tormented and homeless Palestinians, have still not

achieved recognition of their inalienable rights.
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The United Nations has been dealing with the Palestinian problem ever since

its inception. Yet while the international coltlt\unity has expressed in unequivocal

terms in numerous resolutions its support for the rights of the Palestinian people,

including their right to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty,

the problem remains unresolved. Instead of progress, we witness retrogression~

instead of an improvement in the overall situation, we see a noticable worsening,

in both human and political terms.

The question of Palestine, which is at the core of the Middle East problem,

represents a -'est case for this Organization. Its persistance does not make a

positive contribution to the "credibility of the United Nations. Rather, it points

to the weaknesses of the world Organization, that is, the non-implementation of its

own resolutions. It was for this reason that the President of the Republic of

Cyprus, Mr. Spyros Kyprianou, proposed at the thirty-eighth session of the General

Assembly the inscription in the agenda of the Assembly of the item entitled

"Implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations". Unless we devise und

agree on the means by which this Organization can implement its resolutions and

decisions, its credibility and effectiveness will unfortunately continue to be

q,"estioned. Moreover, the universally condemned perpetrators of injustice will

continue their practices undisturbed in the knowledge that the international"

community has no means of implementing its decisions as expressed through the

General Assembly and the Security Council.

Above and beyond its repercussions on the United Nations and on regional and

international peace and security, the Palestinian problem is a cause of human

dignity and of survival. It is a problem affecting the lives of millions of

SUffering Palestinians who live either as refugees away from their homelands or in

the occupied territories under Israeli administration.
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The plight of the Palestinians is well known to the international community. It is

well known to the people of Cyprus because of geographical proximity and because of

their traditional ties of friendship with the Palestinians. Also well known is

their heroic struggle, under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO), the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

Last week, on 29 November, the international community marked the

International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian Pe~.Je. In a message to the

United Nations Committee for the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People the President of the Republic of Cyprus expressed the conviction

that with unity and perseverance in their just struggle the Palestinian people,

with the support of all countries and peoples who va~ue human dignity and justice,

would be able to achieve their inalienable rights.

The position of Cyprus on the question of Palestine has been unequivocally in

favour of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. As a member of the

united Nations Committee for the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People, Cyprus has stood firmly in support of Palestinian rights,

inclUding the people's right to self-determination and the establishment of an

independent Palestinian State.

We have also maintained that the Palestinian people must be parties, through

their sole and legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, to

any peace negotiations concerning their future. Any process aimed at a just and

lasting solution of the problems in the Middle East will have not only to deal with

the Palestinian question - the Palestinians' right to rE~urn to their homes and

lands, their right to self-determination and their right to independence - but also

to involve the legitimate representatives of the Palestinian people.

We regret that so far not only has progress not been achieved towards the

solution of the problem but on the contrary that we are witnessing a deterioration

of the situation, which has added to the human suf~ering of innocent peqple.
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Cyprus will exert every effort to promote the just cause of the Palestinian

people and the implementation of the relevant United Nations resolutions and

decisions on Palestine.

We owe it to the people of Palestine, the people of Namibia, the people of

Cyprus, to all suffering peoples and to the future of humanity, to ensure that

peace and justice are achieved where they are lacking, to ensure that the

conditions by which there are oppressors and oppressed, conquerors and people

conquered, are eliminated. We belie~e that this Organizat:~~ could, on the basis

of the principles enshrined in the Charter, play a most significant role in

promoting peace and justice in our world.

The commemoration.of the fortieth anniversary gave the international community

the opportunity to express its continued commitment to the United Nations and the

principles of its Charter. We must build on that basis and strive to realize in

practice the positions we uphold as expressed in our resolutions. The question of

Palestine must and will be solved on the basis of the relevant United Nations

resolutions and decisions, and within the framework of the United Nations. Only

then will a just and lasting peace be established in the region, which will allow

the much tormented Palestinians, as well as all the other peoples in the region, to

live and prosper in peace and security.

Mr. HUCKE (German Democratic Republic): In this fortieth year of United

Nations activity the General Assembly is having to deal with the still unresolved

question of Palestine. In spite of the success of United Natio~s efforts towards

implementing the right to self-determination for many peoples, a solution to the

problem - which has now been on the agenda of the world forum for nearly 40 years

has not yet been found which would meet the interests of the Palestinian people.
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There are, however, ways and means towards a solution of the question of

Palestine, based on the will of the majority of United Nations Members as well as

on the Charter of this world Organization. Those ways and means are outlined in

numerous united Nations resolutions and decisions, the decisions of the 1983 Geneva

Conference on the Question of Palestine and the Fez peace plan, as well as in the

proposals concerning the Middle East submit, .d by the SOviet Union in July 1984.

The reason why it has so far been impossible, despite the comprehensive

efforts of the international community, to enable the Palestinian people to

exercise its inalienable rights, specifically its right to self-determination and

to establish a State of its own, resides in the sustained policy of aggression and

occupation pursued by Israel. It is an undeniable fact that a lasting and

comprehensive settlement of the Middle East conflict would have been achieved long

ago and its core, the question of Palestine, justly solved if it were not for the

unqualified political, economic and, especially, military assistance rendered to

Israel by its strategic ally.

The Arab peoples and notably the suffering Palestinian people have to pay a

high price for Israel's expansionist drive and the policy of State terrorism

practised by the aggressor.

The latest example of Israeli action in disregard of all norms of

international law was the barbaric air raid on the city of Tunis, which has been

denounced throughout the world. Each day the Israeli occupiers are perpetrating

new crimes, while consolidating their repressive regime in the Arab and Palestinian

territories under their occupation. They continue quite overtly to uproot and

displace the Palestinian population from their homes and property. They also

continue their land-grabbing and economic plunder and designs to disrupt the
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Palestinian community and educational structures, and they go on suppressing that

people's national cultural identity.

Their aim is to create in the occupied territories an atmosphere of fear and

terror, in order to intimidate the Palestinian population and break their
.

legitimate resistance to the occupation. The crusade of oppression pursued by the

ruling Israeli circles towards the Palestinians goes hand in hand with the futile

attempt to eliminate the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as a political

factor and thus to deprive the Palestinian people of its sole legitimate

representative.

All those measures are designed to perpetuate the occupation and advance the

process of creeping annexation of the occupied Palestinian territories.

The German Demc~ratic Republic resolutely codemns Israel's policy of terror

against the Palestinian people and joins the majority of States in advocating

resolute action against the aggressor.
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With each passing day it becomes ever more imperative to bring about a just

and comprehensive settlement of the question of Palestine, as the dispute over the

problem is being fur ther aggrava ted •

While the progressive forces of mankind in the struggle for the maintenance of

peace and security in the world and for the Peaceful solution of international

conflicts are redoubling their efforts in order to enable the Palestinian people

eventually to exercise its legitimate national rights, imperialist forces are

stepping up their endeavours to revive the policy of separate deals and

negotiations with the PLO excluded.

Through those machinations, Israel and its imperialist allies are trying to

remove the Middle East conflict and the question of Palestine from the agenda, to

betray the Palestinian people and deprive it of its national rights for good and

all. These attempts and practices must be stopped. Joint and resolute action by

all peace-lOll'ing forces is now more necessary than ever before.

We welcome all steps aimed at strengthening unity and cohesion wi thin the

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the alliance of all anti-imperialist

and patriotic forces in the Middle East.

This year the peoples of the world commem:>rated the fortieth anniversary of

the victory of the Soviet Union and the other States and PeOples of the anti-Hitler

coalition OII'er fascism, a victory in the wake of which the United Nations was

founded. The General AsseJIbly at its current session has proclaimed the coming

year as the International Year of Peace. These events and measures should lead to

increased collective efforts- to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace for

all States and peoples in the Middle East, including the Palestinian people.

,
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The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People was

conunelOOrated on 29 November, when the General Secretary of the Central Committee of

the SOcialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State of the

German DelOOcratic Republic, Erich Honecker, sent a message to the. sec.:etary-General

of the united Nations. In it he reaffirmed solidarity with the struggle waged by

the Palestinian people under the leadership of its sole legitimate representative,

the PLO, for the implementation of its inalienable national rights, and once again

underlined the German Democratic Republic's position regarding the settlement of

the Middle East conflict and the question of Palestine. He stated, inter alia;

"The special responsibility of the United Nations for a comprehensive,

just and therefor~ lasting settlement in the Middle East requires collective

efforts and can be achieved only on the basis of Israel's immediate and

unconditional withdrawal from all Arab territories occupied since 1967, the

implementation of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people,

including its right to establish an independent State of its own, and the

safeguarding of the right of all States of that region to exist and develop in

independence. The only practicable way to attain this goal is an

international Middle East conference under the auspices of the United Nations,

with the participation of all interested parties, including the Palestine

Liberation Organization, which was again advocated by the States Parties to

the Warsaw Treaty in their Declaration adopted in Sofia.

"You may rest assured, dear Hr. secretary-General, that the German

DelOOcratic Republic will be equally committed to this stance in the future.

This will involve its active co-operation within the United Nations Committee

on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which

r
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over the past decade bas been strongly dedicated to the just cause of the

Palestinian people.-

Ms. NGUYEN BINB THANH (Viet Nam) (interpretation from French): The

General Assellbly has just commemcxated the fortieth anniversary of the founding of

the United Nations, which was established after one of the most terrible events in

human history - the second World War. As a result, our Organization set as its

purpose that of cC\ntr ibuting actively to the maintenance of international peace and

security, respect for the independence and freedom of peoples and the strengthening

of international co-operation.

Forty years have gone by, but the international community still faces many

threats to international peace aiid security. A nunber of peoples, including the

Arab people of Palestine, are still denied the exercise of their fundamental

national rights, as laid down in the Charter.

Year after year the General Assenbly and the security Council have ac,opted

many resolutions strongly condemning the continued acts of aggression by Israel

against the peoples of Palestine and other Arab countr ies and affirming,

inter alia, that the Palestinim people, like the other peoples of the world, have

an inalienable right to independence and freedom on their <:Mn territory.

In spite of all those resolutions and the unanimous condemnation of the

international community, the tragic situation persists of millions of Palestinians

driven out of their native land and living in exile, because the Israeli

authorities continue to deny them their right to return to their homes. The

Palestinian poople has become a population of refugees, whose property has been

stolen, whose homes have been bl<:Mn up and whose schools and universities have been

closed. Worse still, the systematic massacres. and the raids by the Israeli,

•
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Air Force on Palestinian refugee camps, continue. The names of Sabra and Shatila

have been added to those names of tragic memory, Lidice and Oradour-sur-Glane, as

further intolerable outrages upon the human conscience. To top it all, an attempt

has even been made to deny the Palestinian identity. We strongly denounce and

condenm those criminal acts by Israel and demand that it immediately end its

expansionist policy and inhuman practices against the Palestinian and other Arab

peoples.

It is· crystal clear that that aggressive policy towards the Arab people of

Palestine would not have been possible without the political, military, financial

and diplomatic support of the United States, Israel's strategic ally, which gives

it billions of dollars in financial aid and highly sophisticated weapons, thus

encouraging it to pursue its expansionist policy of aggression and occupation,

which is a grave threat to the security of the Arab States and the peace of the

region and the world.
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Furthermore, Israel's strategic ally MS feverishly endeavoured to hinder the

international peace efforts ,by resorting arbitrarily to its right of veto in the

Security Council. At the present time'it is attempting by all means to impose

partial and separate solutions by practising its policy of division aimed at

weakening the unity of the Palestinian resistance movement and the solidarity of

the Arab countries.

The attempts to arrive at separate and partial agreements or to open

negotiations without the authentic rep:esentative of the Palestinian people - that

is, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) - are incompatible with the

interests of the Palestinian people and the peoples of the region. The experience

of these many years demonstrates irrefutably that the conflict of the Middle East

and its central problem, the question of Palestine, cannot be resolved through

separate agreements, which far from contributing to the establishment of peace in

that part of the world have, on the contrary, increased the complexity of that

bloody conflict and have diverted it from the path toward a just and equitable

solution to the Palestinian problem.

It is not difficult to find an explanation for the policy of the major

imperialist Power toward the question of Palestine. That Power uses Israel as a

regional policeman in the Middle Eas~ to oppose the Palestinian resistance movement

andtpe progressive independent countries in the region in order to impose its

influence and domination. Its policies and practices, as well as those of its

protege, demonstrate once more the aggressive nature of the strategic alliance

between the forces of imperialism and Zionism. They do all in their power not only

to prevent the Palestinian people from exercising its inalienable rights, but also

to implement the counter-revolutionary global strategy of the vanguard of

imperialism. The international community must forcefully condemn this policy and

these practices and make them come to an elid without delay, not only because



Aw/as A/40/PV.IOI
72

(MS. Rguyen Blnh Thanh, Vlet Ram)

they violate law and morality, but, above all, because they constitute a source of

tension in the Middle East with all its concomitant and familiar effects on

international peace and security.

By their criminal acts, the Zionist authorities thought that they could put an

end to the existence of the Palestinians as a people, discourage them in the

pursuit of their right to a homeland, and, lastly, subjugate them. But they

underestimated the Palestinian people. Under the leadership of the PLO, its

authentic representative, the Palestinian people are continuing their heroic

struggle against the aggressors, for the exercise of their right to

self-determination, and their right to a homeland, where they can live free and in

peace with their neigh?ours. By that heroic struggle, which has won the admiration

of all mankind, the Palestinian people have become an important factor which cannot

be ignored and much less left out of the search for peace and security in that

strategic and ever-troubled region of the world. It is clear today that a lasting

and solid peace in the Middle East cannot be established without a just solution to

the question of Palestine on the basis of the achievement of the inalienable rights

of the Palestinian people.

The international community has been deeply concerned at ;~h•.~ pligh-c of the

Palestinian people. We have thus expressed our sympathy to them and we have given

them our assistance. But that is not enough. To bring freedom and well-being to a

people that have suffered too much, only an end to Israel's occupation can

accomplish that. Israel's war-like policy, aided and abetted by its imperialist

protector, must be denounced ever more forcefully.

For their part, the people and the Government of the Socialist Republic of

Viet Nam, loyal to their consistent internationalist policy, have given and will

~ontinue to give their firm support to the p le of Palestine. The Palestinian

people will be able to thwart all imperialist manoeuvres however perfidious to

I
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divide them, and will successfully complete their struggle for the recovery of

their fundamental national rights.

We are in favour of the convening' of an international conference on peace in

the Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation

of all the parties concerned, including the PLO, on an equal footing and in

accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and of the

Non-Aligned Movement. The long-awaited solution to the question of Palestine, on a

just basis, in the framework of a global settlement of the question of the Middle

East, will undoubtedly make a crucial contribution to the cause of peace and

security in that still-troubled region and in the world.

Mr. AL-SHAALI .<United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from A,abic): I

would like at the outset of my statement to express my thanks to

Ambassador Massamba Sarre, the Chairman of the Commit.tee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and to the other members of ~~~

Committee for their report, contained in document A/40/35. That report included

more examples of the actions and practices in opposition to the exercise of the

inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. We meet here once again to consider

the question of Palestine. If we want to review in general the developments which

took place since the last session, ~s far as this issue is concerned, we will find

various developments in the same direction taken up by events since tIle adoption of

the General Assembly resolution 181 (11) of 29 November 1947 on the partition of

Palestine.

During that time there emerged the theory of new colonialism, whose objectives

are identical with those of the Zionist movement, namely to establish a military

settler base in Palestine as an experiment and a model.

The developments that took place since the last session point to annexation of

further Arab and Palestinian territories, the expUlsion of more Palestinians
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I outside the land and the imposition of more repressive and oppressive actions

against civilians. They are the target of military, social and economic

constraints imposed by Israel in a feverish attempt to liquida'.e the Palestinian

people, morally and physically.

The Israeli raid against our sister State Tunisia, last OCtober was a vivid

proof of Israel's intentions and its insistence on pursuing the Palestinian people

and murdering them wherever they are. This military and ma~erial pressure was

accompanied by political pressure in order to force the Palestinians to relinquish

their land and accept occupation, and through international pressure exercised by

certain Western countries in order to secure recognition by the Palestinian people

of the usurpers of their land and to force them to surrender to those who murder

them.

Theref.ore, the practices against the Palestinian people took two parallel

forms. The first is a direct one, undertaken by Israel, through physical

liquidation and military and material pressure. The second form is that undertaken

by certain Western countries through political pressure and information and

psychological campaigns. These practices are intended to deprive the Palestinian

people of their political powers, as well as the organization of authority,

sabotaging all their achievements during long years of struggles and stripping the

cause of its political content so that it may be dealt with henceforth as a refugee

problem and therefore a humanitarian question and not one of a people expelled from

their land.

I
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Fi:'Cim another point of view the political support and tha eccncr:ic, military

and technical assistance provided by t~e GOvernment of the United States to Israel

have reached awesome levels and are a source of threat, concern and uncertainty as

to their purpose. In our view, this goes far beyond the traditional argument about

the protection of Israel and extends to the perpetuation of the Israeli rejection

of peace and the continuance of the cycle of violence in the Middle East.

There is no doubt that the displaced Palestinian people is facing a vicious

attack amid difficult circumstances. However, the Palestinian people is still

making history by its heroic resistance and its insistence on recovering its land

and its legitimate national rights, despite the brutality of the forces it faces

and of the information, economic and military machinery which is being used in an

attempt to annihilate the Palestinian people. In this conn~~tion the Palestinian

people invokes its· inherent right to its land, its long Arab history and the forces

of freedom, justice and peace in this ~rld, as represented by the Non-Aligned

Movement, and its high principles and ideals. Those principles give the impetus to

to the struggle of peoples against belittlement, colonialism and underdevelopment

in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

We take this opportunity, particularly in the light of the new international

circumstances, to pay a tribute to that Movement for the role it is playing and to

reaffirm the need to exercise the utmost caution against the attempts being made to

divide and undermine it by isolating its members.

With regard to the initiatives designed to establish peace in the region, we

note that despite the efforts made and the different proposals submitted the

Israeli position is still characterized by intransigence and the policy of diktat

for the purpose of paralysing and undermining the peace process. If this indicates

anything it is that Israel neither desires nor needs peace.
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Israel's lack of the desire to see established peace stems principally from

the Zionist ideology uPOn which Israel was estahlished and which runs counter to

the principle of peace, because peace strips it of its glamour and makes it subject

to the principles of international law, which does not accord with its po itical

aspirations and expansionist ambitions. That is particularly true in that Israel,

in the view of its leaders, is still an indeterminate state, subject to expansion

through the occupation of further Arab lands and the absorption of more refugees,

and that the borders of Israel, according to the Zionist doctrine, extend to

wherever its .Ur.rf may go. Undoubtedly, peace runs countei: also to those that

support Israel as an experiment and a model.

The reason Israel· does not need peace, is a simple economic fact, namely, that

its annual incow~, which comes from the financial assistance of a single State, is

$3 billion, which means that the annual net per capita income in Israel from this

assistance is $1,000, whereas statistics indicate that the per capi~a income in

many countries of the world is IN more than $200 a year. If we add to this other

special military and technical assistance and the fact that the cost of all the

wars launched by Israel and all its adventures is pre-paid, we May well wonder what

more peace could bring to Israel. In the light of these circumstances, Israel's

rejection of peace is logical.

However, the big question which is still hovering over Israel is whether the

supporters and allies of Israel really want peace. The future will provide the

answer to that question. We hope that the response will be positive, even though

we doubt it.

The Arabs and the Palestinians, through the Arab peace plan approved by the

Fez Summit Conference in 1982, have done their best, quite sincerely, to reach a

just and comprehensive peace which takes into account all the dimensions of the

problem and to deal with it seriously and objectively.

.~J
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The whole world is well aware of the obstacles put in the way of that plan by

those that oppose it. The attempt of ~e to depict the problem one of boundaries

or of refugees and to solve it on that basis are contrary to the United Nations

Charter and resolutions. Those people also ignore the basic facts of the conflict

in the Middle East, the core of which is the question of Palestine. Any resolution

which does not take these facts into consideration on1y helps to perpetuate the

problem, with the threat it poses to international peace and security.

In conformity with the Arab peace plan, and on the basis of the Declaration of

the International COnference on Palestine, we reaffirm our respect for resolution

38/58 C, which endorses the convening of an international conference on peace in

the Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations. We reaffirm that the

United Nations is the natural and practical framework for the solution of this

problem, which originated in its meeting rooms. We condemn all attempts to deal

with the issue outside the United Nations. We realize that the aim behind them is

to isolate the Palestinian people in order to compel it to surrender its rights.

We realize that peace will be established only when Israel feels that it needs

peace and that will be only when it faces a firm international position based on

the relations of States with it being determined by its response to the peace

process and the cessation of acts of violence against the Palestinian people and

the Arab States.

The countries which provide Israel with all its means of existence should

cease to provide all those means, in particular militery and economic means, and

humanitarian assistance.

I
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reaffirms its support for the legitimate struggle of the Palestinian people. We

believe that to be viable any solution must take into account the basic facts of

the problems and be based on the restoration of the legitimate national right of

the Palestinian people to return, to self-determination and to establish its

independent State on its national soil, under the leadership of the Palestine

Liberation Organization, the sole, legitimate representative.

I
I
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I

which the United Nations bears a greater responsibility than that of Palestine.

The constant attention devoted by our Organizatlon to this question and to the

rights of the Palestinian people is a clear indication of the extent of

understanding and support which the international community affords the inalienable

rights of this struggling people and its total rejection of Israel's policy in the

Middle East, considering that it is a policy based on force, deportation and denial

of the most fundamental human rights of those who have inhabited that land for

millenia.

We are all aware that the Palestinian question is the crux of the crisis in

the Middle East and the core of the tragedy which befell this region. It is a

question of the denial of right and law, of a people uprooted from their. l~nd and

driven away from their homes by persecution and terror.

Decades have elapsed and the Palestinian people continues to wait for this

Organization to honour its undertakings towards it, longing all the time for a

homeland to cherish and a State to rally around.

The united Nations, as the international Organization which is the guardian of

international law and legitimacy, spares no effort in reasserting its total

solidarity with the Palestinian people and its political and legal commitments on

this question. Since the adoption of its historic resolution 3236 (XXIX), dated

22 NOvember 1974, the General Assembly, on every occasion and at every session,

reaffirmed the actuality and the power of the rights of the Palestinian people,

including their inalienable right to self-determination, independence, sovereignty

and the right to active participation as a separate and major party in any

endeavour seeking a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

Furthermore, the Security Council, as the supreme international authority

entrusted by the Charter with the m~lntenance of world peace and security, has not
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missed any opportunity to condemn Israeli practices in the region and to consider

them null and void.

The commemoration a few days ago of the International Day of Solidarity with

the Palestinian people was an occasion which enabled the majority of the countries

and Governments of the world to renew their solidarity with the Palestinian cause

and to stand alongside the Palestinian people, supporting their rights and

unequivocally condemning the Israeli occupation.

Nevertheless, and in the face of widespread international support, Israel was

able to treat united Nations resolutions with extreme disdain and to continue its

intransigence in its occupation of the Arab and Palestinian territories by setting

up and expanding Jewish settlements and arresting thousands of Arab citizens, by

hurling them into jails without trial, by collective punishment and dissolution of

elected councils, in addition to numerous terrorist practices, such as armed

attacks against holy shrines and schools, the burning down of farms, the demolition

of houses and forcing the inhabitants of the country, the Arab citizens, to

emigrate.

The list of such criminal activities is indeed long, as we are informed in the

last Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the

Human Rights of the PopUlation of the Occupied Territories. It is no secret.to the

international community that the ultimate aim of the acts of genocide which are

committed in broad daylight and under the very eyes of everyone, is the destruction

of the Palestinian revolution and the attempt to extinguish the flame of the

Palestinian people's free struggle, so ti1at Israel can easily deny the existence of

such a people and'thwart their legitimate national rights.

In order to attain this objective, Israel, in the absence of any effective

international deterrent, has continued to implement its expansionist scheme,

step-by-step, basing itself on the po'.icy of the fait accompli. It has annexed
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HolY' Jerusalem and declared it an eternal capita1. It has opened up new fr;Qnts in

order to draw in other Arab parties towards the heart of the conflict in the hope

that the Palestinian question will gradually lose its character familiar to the

world as the basic component of the Middle East problem.

The crisis which besets the Middle East region, and which is essentially

linked to the fate of the Palestinian people, has assumed today increasingly

dangerous dimensions and poses a di.rect threat to international peace and security.

In addition to the accumulation of destructive power and of different types of

armaments, including nuclear armE, Israel does not hesitate to resort to different

types of threats, including State terrorism, as testified by its last raid against

fraternal Tunisia and the headquarters of the Palestine Liberation Organization

(PLO). As the Assembly is aware, the main aim of this odious operation, which has

already been condemned clearly and resolutely by the Security Council, is the

physical liquidation of Hr. Yasser Arafat, the leader of the PLO and the ~symbol of

the struggle of the Palestinian people.

The carrying out of this attack on the capital of an Arab country renowned in

the world for its toleranc~·and moderate policy and its defence of just, human

causes, represents a direct threat against all Arab countries. These countries,

which on numerous occasions have separately and collectively denounced terrorism in

all its forms and from all its sources, reaffirmed their abidance by the principles

of right and justice and their reliance on legitimate means endorsed by

international instruments to achieve their objectives and to defend their national

interests. This was reaffirmed recently in the Final Communique of the

Extraordinary Arab Summit Meeting held in Casablanca from 7 to 9 August 1985, a few

weeks before the attack on Tunis.
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In a recent message addressed to the American President, Ronald Reagan, by His

Majesty, King Hassan lIon 13 November following the Israeli attack on Tunisia, the

incident of the Achille Lauro and the hijacking of an Egyptian aircraft,
.

His Majesty officially expressed Morocco's condemnation of this operation. He also

did so in his capacity as current Chairman of the Arab Summit Conference, as well

as stating the position of all the Arab leaders, as adopted and endorsed at the

Casablanca Summit Meeting in which the PLO participated in the person of

Chairman Arafat, who played an important role in the success of this Conference and

in his firm defence of the proposals and recommendations in the Final Communique.

On the basis of this public and ex.plicit policy expressed by the Arab leaders

in their last Summit Meeting, which was attended by the PLO, we can come to the

following conclusions, as reflected in His' Majesty's message:

YFirst, th€ PLO is not a ~errorist organization, as claimed by some. It is

indeed a liberation movement which struggles and fights for the Palestinian

people and for the restoration of their legitimate rights, within the

framework of a just and comprehensive solution which would restore peace,

security and stability in the region".
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"Secondly, to continue to deny the legitimacy of the representivity of

the Palestine Liberation Organization - a legitimacy endorsed by the Rabat

Arab Summit in 1974 and recognized and reaffirmed on numerous occasions by the

majority of the members of the international community - co~ld completely

thwart the efforts made by the forces in (he world that cherish peace and

justice. •

The legitimacy of the PLO's representation of the Palestinian people is a firm

I

I

reality that must be recognized and endorsed. Any attempt to diminisn such

legitimacy must be considered not merely an explicit violation of the relevant

United Nations resolutions but complete disdain for and deftance of the feelings

and rights of the Palestinian people, and will undermine all the efforts so far

exerted to attain a just and comprehensive settlement of this question.

His Majesty reaffirmed that reality in the message he addressed to

Mr. Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, and

Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, on the occasion of their recent meeting in

Geneva, basing himself on the following two essential elements.

The first is the element of reality. Since the Arab Summit in Rabat in 1974

approved the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole, legitimate

representative of the Palestinian people, any attempt to substitute any other

representative for the PLO is certainly null and void, because it is unrealistic.

The second is the legal element. Ever since then the international community

has endorsed by an overwhelming majority the legitimacy of the PLO and acknowledged

it to be the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. That

organization has become a member with full rights of numerous regional and

specialized organizations, in addition to participating in United Nations

activities with Observer status.
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It is a source of satisfaction ~at the majority of the statements we have

heard so far on the question of Palestine leave no room for doubt as to the sincere

and responsible position of those COl.1ntries, Governments and peoples in favour of

the Palestinian people's legitimate struggle. The fact is that lengthy debates on

the question of Palestine are no longer necessary; the solution to this problem is

no longer intractable.

In this qantext, the International Conference on the Question of Palestine

represented a major step in the efforts exerted by the international Organization

in its search for a solution. It is not necessary to continue to laud the positive

results achieved by that Conference since most of them have been endorsed by all

regional and international organizations, including the Non-Aligned Movement, the

Organization of the Islamic Conference and, most recently, the Extraordinary Arab

Summit Conference.

As a contribution to those efforts and an expression of their c~~viction of

the historic responsibility that they shoulder in respect of the Palestine question

and the Middle East conflict as a whole, the Heads of State or Government of Arab

countries have approved a courageous krab plan, known as the Fez peace plan,

collective Arab commitment to which was reaffirmed at the recent Extraordinary Arab

Summit Conference in Casablanca.

Morocco and our international Organization, which is today considering the

question of palestine, believe that we should reaffirm once again our conviction of

the legitima~y of this question and our total supp~rt for. and unqualified

solidarity with the Palestinian people in its heroic struggle and with other Arab

countries struggling against the yoke of occupation.

Morocco's solid~rity with and the support of its people and Government for the

Palestinian people in their struggle have been reaffirmed on many occasions by

fiis Majesty King It is not a new p~siticn, but was expressed years age

_J
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when Morocco suffered the scourge of foreign occupation and the late

King Mohammad V, in a historic statement in Tangiers in 1941, expressed his

solidarity with the Palestinian people in their struggle to recover their

legitimate rights, including the right to self-determination. As reaffirmed by His

z.:ajesty, such solidarity emanates not merely from the natural solidarity of one

Arab people with another but from our ethics and our compliance with the

internatio~3lly accepted norms that must be adhered to as the basic pillar of

relations among all the members of the international community.

Accordingly, I wish, on behalf of the Government and people of Morocco, to

addre~s a fervent appeal to the PeOples of the world, all the countries concerned

and all countries that cherish peace and justice to strive to secure justice for

the Palestinii!n people, under the leadership of their sole, legitimate

representative the PLO, and to reaffirm their usurped rights. As we reiterate that

appeal in thip- its fortieth anniversary year, we call upon the United Nations and

all its organs to fulfil their responsibilities and commitments to the Palestinian

people until such time as they regain their freedom~ dignity and sovereignty and

establish an independent State on their national soil.

That was also reiterated by the Foreign Minister of Morocco in his latest

statement to this session of the General Assembly, when he said:

"The responsibility of our Organization in the matter is primordial,

since it was this Organization which decided at the outset on the creation of

two States in Palestine. Nearly 40 years later, we note, howefer, that the

Palestinian people is still denied its right to self-detecmination and to

existence as an independent State, wHhout the achievement of which it is not

possible to arrive at a peaceful and lasting solution to the Middle East

question as a whole." (~40/PV.21, p. 3l)



BG/20· A/40/PV.lOl.
89-90

(Hr. Alaoui, Morocco)

The thwarting of all efforts 80 far exerted to reach a negotiated,

peaceful settlement of this conflict is the fault of Israel and its obduracy.

Isra\el wants peace and the land at one and the same time. We say that we want

peac~, and the restoration of land at one and the 5aJIe time. As I said in my

staten~nt in the Security Council ~, 11 OCtober when that body considered the

question of the Middle East:

-Israel's policy in the region, if~ contempt for the relevant United

Nations resolutions, its intrafisigence in denying the Palestinian people its

rights, its attempt to gain international acceptance for the transfer of its

capital to Jerusalemt all those facts are but a reflection of an overall,

well-orchE::8tlfated and unchanging policy •••

-The aim is to create an irreversible situation which will make it

doubtful that the Palestinian people will be able to exercise its right to

self-determination." (S!PV.262l, p. 6)
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The Palestinian question is or~~nically linked to the Middle East problem. A

just and lasting solution o~ both problems can be attained only if the following

conditions are achieved: first, a total and unconditional Israeli withdrawal from

all occupied Arab and Palestinian territories, secondly, the realization of the

legitimate and inalienable rights of Lie Palestinian people, including the right to

return and to establish their independent state on their own land, thirdly, the

reaffirmation of the legitimacy and the representative nature of the Palestine

Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole legitimate representative of the

Palestinian people and the right of that organization to participate on an equal

footing with all the parties concerned in all efforts, del£berations and

conferences on the Middle East, fourthly, the need to declare as null and void all

Israeli administrative and legislative measures which aim at altering the nature of

holy Jerusalem, fifthly, the reaffirmation of the right of all the States of the

region to live in security within internationally recognized borders.

Finally, allow me to extend my thanks to the Secretary-General,

R~. Perez de Cuellar, for the personal efforts he deploys in respect of the

Palestinian question, as well as our tribute to all relevant bodies of the United

Nations, including the Division for Palestinian Rights and the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienabl~ Rights o~ the Palestinian People under the chairmanship

of Ambassador Massamba sarr6, for their constant efforts in this field.

Mr. SHlHABI (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic): From the time

that a number of Member States that represent a minority of the nations of the

world today voted in 1947 on a draft resolution to dismember the body of Palestine,

an Arab country, and to give part of it to an immigrant minority of Zionist Jews,

the problem of Palestine has infl~~d the region and taken up much of the time of

the United Nations and a great deal of its efforts, especially since the United

Nations became an authentic mirror representing the peoples of the world and
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a genuine voice expressing the international will. This is becauge !sra~l, the

ungrateful son of an unjust resolution by this Organization in 1947, has left no

rule of international law unassailed and left no norm of international relations

unviolated. It was a misfortune for the united Nations and for Palestine that

those few States were then in the majority in our Organization, because most of the

peoples of the world that are participating with us today as proud and independent

States now we~e then SUbjected to the nightmare of colonialism without a voice of

their own, and were chained by foreign occupation, without a will of their own.

The authentic majority of the United Nations today, which represents the real

international will, denounces Israel and the deeds it has committed, and still is

committing, and what i~ is proposing to do, and supports Arab rights in Palestine,

despite the occupation and colonization of oppressed Palestine. That majority

condemns Zionist practices, and both those who commit them and those who support

them and thus share with Israel the blame and the guilt.

Zionism had the illusion that it was possible for it to consider the Arabs in

Palestine and elsewhere as a people that could be disposed of and eliminated, like

the populations of the countries that were discovered in the Middle Ages. But in

these designs the Zionists ignored the history of the region and the difference in

time. They ignored the history of the Arab people and its great culture, in

planning to destroy its unity and to annihilate it. By their settlement policy they

were attempting to wage war against the facts. For that purpose they made use of

all their capacities and the capacities of other States that fell 'victim to their

influence. But future history will record their ultimate defeatJ this is a fact

tbat the Arabs know, that all of us knowJ this is recognized today by the Zionists

in the depths of their sick minds. They can read the writing on every wall that

they face, despite their desperate attempts to change the course of human history.

The Zionists reject peace, except verbally. They try to hinder every
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initiative to end the cvnfliot in Palestine, whenever there seems to be a chance to

do so. Why are they afraid of peace? Why do they undermine every framework that

appears to the world as a framework that might provide the basis for peace in the

region? Is it the rights of the Arab people in Palestine that they do not want to

recognize? And how can they live in Palestine and the region, in any form, if they

do not recognize the rights of the Palestinians?

Why do they fight peace by every means? I think we know by rtoWJ and they have

always known. Their aggressive intentions and designs are nothing new, indeed the

whole of Israel was and still is based on aggression, since the ti~e the Zionists

built their first settlement in Palestine under the shadow of for~ign occupation.

Their aggressive designs on the Arab and Moslem world are still the basis of their

existence and their survival. That is the story of the occupied Palestinian

territories, the Syrian Golan Heights, and Lebanon, which is still bleeding from

their last aggression. Their aim of domination from the Nile to the Euphrates is a

well known myth, they dream about it and work und~r its inspiration, as if the Arab

and Moslem world were an empty area, an unknown jungle, that was awaiting the

arrival of Zionist immigrants to destroy its popUlation and to establish ~ state on

the ruins of their homes.

After 1919 and under the shadow of an imperialist Power, the Zionists

established settlements that were protected by the imperialists' bayonets, to the

detriment of the people of the land. After 1947, the Zionists invaded parts of

Palestine by force of arms and asked the United Nations, at the same time, to

recognize that part of Palestine was theirs. We said then that Arab land is not a

vacuum that is open to adventurers and settlers, and we pointed this out to our

Organization. We warned the United Nations about the consequences of a conspiracy

by a few Member States against the rights of the Arab and Moslem peoples, and

against the security of the region.

,

-
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But despotism continued. In 1967 the Zionists invaded the rest of Palestine and

the GOlan Heights in Syria. In 1982 they invaded Lebanon, and they remain in the

southern part, where the patriots are waging a heroic, suicidal war against them.

In palestine, amidst a wave of settler colonialisa, Zionism is being practised

in its ugliest forms, the rights of the people of the land and of its legitimate

owners are being usurped, their lands are being confiscated, their homes are being

destroyed, their schools shut, and their sons pursued into the streets to be

slain. It is usurping all the rights of the Arab people in Palestine - one of the

peoples of this international Organization - with no regard for truth and with no

fear of punishment. Under the tyranny of Zionist terror, a man is deprived of his

humanity because he is. an Arab. In South Africa they say to the deprived roam you

are black; and in Palestine they say to him: you are an Arab. This is ugly racial

d'~C'~imination. The Zionist discrimination against every Arab citizen, in his

home, his farm, his work and under the sky of his land, wherever he moves, is a

crime against all ideals and moral principles, against all that the United Nations

stands for. It is a crime for which the price will be paid by its Zionist

perpetrators and the responsibility for which will be shared by those who support

this discrimination and protect it.

All the united Nations reports concerning Palestine uncover the Zionist racial

practices in the country. Israel's social structure, its laws and regulations, its

measures against the Arab owners of the land, are all based on racial

discrimination. The immigration laws which give any Jew in the world the right to

immigrate as a first-class citizen, while depriving the Arab owner of the land of

his rights; the administrative and police procedures which facilitate Zionist

attacks on the rights of the PeOple of the land and deprive the Arab of his

continued presence in his own country; the laws and measures that punish the Arabs

collectively for the simplest of violations, while protecting zionist terrorists
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before the eyes and ears of the worldJ the terrorizing of educational institutions,

raiding them and closing th~m for the least of reasons and suspicionsJ the economic

measures that deprive Arabs and transfer to zionist hands all economic activities:

are not all those measures one of the ugliest demonstrations of racial

discrimination and settler colonialism in the twentieth century? It is shameful

that zionism was able, a few weeks ago, to organize a conference for these racial

practices under the ~oof of the united Nations - as if organizing such a ridiculous

meeting under the roof of the united Nations could hide the tragic reality on the

land of Palestine.

No imposter, no matter how good a painter he is, can paint this racial

discrimination in anything other than its real colours. This is the other side of

the ugly picture which the world has begun to become aware of in South Africa,

which the world deplores and condemns and is adopting measures against. It is the

picture of an immigrant who entered the country under the shadow of an imperial

Power, who attacks a people that has deep roots in the history of the land in order

to take over its land and deprive it of its rights.

The report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People is testimony in our hands now, showing how the Arab people in

Palestine are captives in their own ~ountry and aliens in their own homeland. They

are subjected to a Zionist terror that is shameless and has no fear of punishment.

But punishment is by the will of God. And, as we have seen with the remnants of

nazism, punishment follows those who deserve it to the grave.

The problem is rooted in the inalienable and fundamental rights of a people.

It is the essence and the core of the problem. It is the key to war and to peace

in the region.

Where does the road lead from here? What course is to be taken? And what is

the goal, the objective? Palestine, its people and land are occupied unjustly and
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by force. Zionism is iJaposinq upon it a State of i..igrants, whose sovereignty is

not recognized by the peoples of the land. The majority of the Members of this

Organization do not recognize the legitillacy of its acts and reject what it is

committing against the people of the land. Israel, a Member of the United Nations,

has no recognized bordersJ they are not recognized by Israel itself, nor are they

recognized by the whole 1iOrld. What signal on the horizon is that? And what

message to the future does it convey?

Wars have been waged, and periods of no-war, no-peace have lasted since the

year 1948. The Arabs proposed a plan for security and a basis for peace in which

they offered gceat sacrifices. They agreed on it unant.ously at the Fez Summit.

It was rejected by Zionism, which is still putting obstacles in its way. Israel

continues to mobilize for war as well as to disrupt peace efforts, and it attempts

to deceive the international community. It practises in Palestine the most

horrendous acts of settler colonialism on the land and against the people of the

land, while Zionist terrorist gangs wreak havoc in the land under the protection of

Israeli police, who commit their own share of crimes against the population. They

threaten the security of citizens and attack their holy shrines and places of

worship, as well as disrupting their means of livelihood and their continued

presence in their homes.

Al.-Quds, the first of the two Kiblas and the third holiest shrine, has been

exposed to grave dangeL for some time now. The authorities of Zionist terror, in

their efforts to reshape Al.-Quds and its population, are trying to change it into a

Jewish city. They encourage Zionist extremists to attack the A!-Aqsa Mosque. We

will see that the continuation of these attempts and att~cks on the A!-Aqsa Mosque

will turn out to be a historical misfortune for Zionism. we will all see how the

whole Islamic world will explode, and then we will remember these words.
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I also hope that members do not underestimate the gravity of the Israeli
.

attack upon the Al-Ibrahimi Mosque in ~ebron and on other Holy Places. They are

all time-bombs that Israel is unconsciously storing beneath its flimsy foundations,

unaware that the explosion resulting from this accumulation of crimes cannot be

prevented by all the mis~iles in the air or all the fleets at sea.

Whither Zionism and Israel? It is perpetrating all these crimes against

peace, human rights and the rights of the Arab and Muslim people inside and outside

Palestine. It is practising the ugliest form of racial discrimination. It is

using its illegal influence inside some countries to direct the policy of these

countries in Palestine and the region, a policy against righteousness and truth,

and even against the interests of these countries themselves. That is the most

abhorrent feature of this Zionist equation. Whither Israel? Perhaps its soldiers

who fled feom Lebanon could say why they fled and why the zionist war machine fled

after them to Northern Palestine and South Lebanon, waiting also to be expelled

from there? If war is Israel's only method, then that has only one outcome, the

one we all know. Israel is bound to lose the battle against some 200 million Arabs

and 1,000 million Moslems. The gap of technical and military superiority over the

Arabs is narrowing with every sunrise. At every sunrise the falseness of its

claims and the decadence of its structure is demonstrated to the world.

We have to remind this distinguished audience of representatives of nations

that the Arabs' defence of their rights in Palestine is not a political game or an

election picnic whereby they win a round in a day, a month or a year. It is to be

or not to be. It is a reality of the fundamental rights of life that one has to

struggle to secure, no matter what Israel does by means of tyranny, and no matter

what the friends of the Zionists do, whether by miscalculation, ill-intent, or

ignorance, in order to buy the political opportunities that are temporary
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by their very nature, at the expense of the livelihood of a people and their

rights, and even at the expense of human rights everywhere, which is one of the

most important pillars of this international Organization to whose Charter they are

committed. We have to mention here, in order to remind some people, that working

to different standards of rights and morality has never benefited an individual in

his own community or a community within its own state. It has never benefited a

State throughout history. To the contrary, it has exterminated those individuals,

corrupted societies and destroyed States. Yet in Palestine rights are being

attacked, conventions are being violated and the most horrendous crimes are being

committed against humanity. All these facts are on one and the same scale.

A few days ago inside this building, representatives heard the message of His

Majesty King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz AI-Saud of Saudi Arabia, to the United Nations and

its people on the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the

Palestinian People, in which he affirmed the Kingdom's firm stand in support of

Arab and Muslim rights in Palestine, as well as against the injustice and tyranny

that has befallen its people and land. He reiterated the commitment of the Arab

and Muslim nation to preserve its rights. Our firm and resolute stand in the

Kingdom in support of the rights of the Arab Palestinian people is the stand of

every Arab and every Muslim, and every fair person seeking justice and freedom. We

arl _'rtain that the march of injustice will be short, right will prevail, and will

not be prevailed upon.

The question that is being asked by every Arab and Moslem today, and I am now

goir.g to pose it to members, is this: is there no end to this darkness? Do the

zionists think that they can dec~ive all the people all of the time? Do the

Zionist racists think that they will succeed, at the end of the twentieth century,

in transforming a people rooted in their land, which occupies a central
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geographic position on the map of the world, such as the Arab people in Palestine,

into a people that are deprived of rights and of places to stand on, merely because

they have temporary superiority in fire power. History will record that if the

opportunities available to Israel now to secure peace and security are rejected and

relinquished by it, and there are strong indications that this is the case, then

the~e will come a time that is not too far away when Zionism will never hav~ such

opportunities again. The Zionist protagonists will be standing here, as they did

in 1947, to try to deceive the world into believing that they are the peaceful

lambs. If so they will miss the train. Will members join us in looking forward to

save the world from still further tragedy, after we and they have failed to avoid

the tragedies of the past?

Mr. OUDOVENKO (Ukrainian Soviet SOcialist Republic) (interpretation from

Russian): This anniversary session of the United Nations General Assembly is

marked by the fact that its participants are, one might say, assessing the balance

sheet of the 40 years of the Organization's activities. They note its successes,

they express their views as to how to increase its effectiveness and voice deep

concern over the existence of unsolved international problems. One of these

problems is the continuing dangerous centre focal point of tension in the Middle

East, which has existed now for almost 40 years.

During this session, the majority of representatives have expressed concern

for the volatile situation in the region, which represents a threat to

international peace and security.*

*Mr. Moushoutas (Cyprus), Vice-Pr~sident, took the Chair.
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Consideration of this question was the pQbject of a meeting of the Security

Council called on the initiative of the non-aligned countries, during which

speakers noted with great concern that there had been no progress towards a just

and comprehensive Middle East settlement because of Israel and its patrons. Having

expelled a whole people from lands which had been theirs since time immemorial and

being in occupation of the west Bank a~d the Gaza Strip, Israel has generated one

of the most acute problems, the Palestine problem, which is the crux of the Middle

East conflict.

Rtatements made in this hall by the head of the Political Department of the

Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO),

Mr. Farouk Kaddoumi, once again showe~ the full tragedy of the situation of the

sorely tried Palestinian people.

In spite of General Assembly resolutions, including resolution 181 (11) and

3236 (XXIX), and other relevant resolutions, the Arab people of Palestine are still

denied their inalienable right to self-determination and the creation of their own

independent state. They are forced to wander abroad or to live under the

oppression of occupation.

The ruling circles of Israel are carryiong out a deliberate policy of driving

the Arabs from the lands they have seized, in order to colonize them. Illegal

settlements are being created in the occupied Palestinian territories. Among the

inhabitants, a cbauvinistic fervour. is being aroused. In an attempt to suppress

the growing resistance to the occupiers, the authorities are resorting to murder,

mass arrests, deportations, the demolition of nouses and the changing of the

demographic status of the occupied t~rritories. There has been a spectacular

increase in the campaign of terror and oppression and the policy of genocide

directed against the population of the occupied Palestinian territories. All this
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has frequently been a matter of concern fo": the Security Council, up to as recently

as September this year.

As we have already mentioned in the Security Council, all these actions are

flagrant violations of the united Nations Charter and the Fourth Geneva Convention

of 1949 on the Protection of Civilian Populations in Time of War. They have

frequently been condemned by the Security Council, the General Assembly and other

United Nations bodies. It is these activities that are the cause of the legitimate

struggle of-the Palestinians for their rights, by every means, including armed

struggle.

Behind the backs of the Israel aggressors, who shamelessly carry out their

aggressive policy against the Arab peoples, ignoring relevant resoluti~ns of the

Security Council and the General Assemtly, there is the support of their overseas

strategic partner. As has often been noted in United Nations bodies, including the

Security Council, the billions of dollars injected into Israel's military machine

and its unconditional political and diplomatic support for the aggressor, make

official Washington a direct accomplice of the illegal policy of the ruling circles

in Israel against the Arab peoples. While with the one hand protecting and

shielding its junior partner, with the other hand the united States works to oppose

the achievement of a just and comprehensive Middle East settlement by imposing

saparate deals on the Arabs. Its aim is to bury the Palestinian question, dropping

entirely from the agenda the demand for the creation of an independent Palestinian

State, to deprive the PLO of the status of a fully fledged participant in any

negotiation to settle the problem, to assist Israel to maintain the Arab

territories it has captured and to turn the Middle East into a new colonial staging

area in the struggle against the national liberation movements of the peoples of

Asia and Africa. Those who cherish any illusion as to the genuine intentions of
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the strategic allies, ".:' place any hope~ ~n the ending of Israel es cx:cupatiop_ with

the assistance of behJl~d~·the-scenedeals, are seriously mistaken. In fact, the

overseas patrons are trying to resuscitate Camp David, to consolidate their

positions in the Middle East and to force one of the active divisions of the Arab

national liberation movement to capitulate.

The true position of these countries is shown by their negative attitude to

the efforts of the international community to seek ways of solving the Middle East

problem. It is they who are blocking the adoption of virtually every proposal

aiAed at a just solution of the Palestinian problem and the achievement of a

comprehensive Middle East settlement. They are responsible for the failure to

implement resolution 181 (II) of 29 November 1347, regat~ing the creation of an

Arab Palestinian State. It is also their fault that the recommendations produced

in 1976 and endorsed every year by the Geileral Assembly - that is the

recommendations of the Committee on the E~ercise of the In~~ienable Rights of the

Palestinian People - have not been implemented. Those resolutions set forth ways

and means of achieving those rights.

As is noted in r0sclution 39/49 Dj and reports of various re~ional and

international symposia organized this year by the Committee on the Exercise of the

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the negative position of the United

States and Israel towards ~he idea of convening an international conference on the

Middle East, which enjoys the $upport of the overwhelming majority of States, is

the ma~n obstacle to the convening of such a conference.

Speaking at a meeting o~ the Security Council on 3 October this year, a

meeting devoted to the latest Israeli act of State terrorism, the brutal air attack

on Tunis, I said:

...
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during the 197Qs and 1980s the United States of America made use of its

v~to power 17 times in Israel's interests, in order to protect it from the

consequences of its expansionist acts against Arab Stat~s. Ten of those

vetoes were in fact cast under the present Administ~ation. The most recent

case was on 13 september this year, when a ~~aft resolution sponsored by the

non-aligned countries was blockedJ that draft resolution would have condemned

the latest repressive measures by the Israeli authorities against the Arab

population of the occupied Palestinian territories•

...
·~hera can be no doubt that this unconditional assistance an~ support

will impel Israel and its military authorities to new adventurist acts against

Arab countries and peoples. The latest act of Israeli aggression, against

Tunisia, has once more demonstrated to the peoples of the region what actions

they can expect from the United States-Israeli strategic alliance. • •• It

will inevitably lead to increased tension in the Middle East and to a ne~

cycle of violence. H (S/PV.26l3, pp. 16 and 17)

It is quite obvious that the solution to complicated Middle East problems,

inclUding the Palestinian problem, must be pursued not by means of new, separate

deals but rather on the basis of taking into account the legittmate inter,~sts and

aspirations of all parties concelned. Such a path has been elaborated in the

United Nations and endorsed in many resolutions and recommendations. It was also

proposed in the well-known Fez Peace Plan, which has consistently been supported by

the soviet Union and other socialist countries. For example, the Soviet proposal

on a Middle East settlement of 24 July 19P.' takes into account the legitimate

interests of all countries and peoples of the region and has been widely supported

in the Arab world and praised by the United Nations.



JP/ljb A/40/PV.10l
111

(Hr. Ollldovenko, Ukrainian SSR)

Those proposals state that a coaprehensive, just settlement in the Middle East

can be achieved Olll1y by the collective~ffortsof all the parties concerned, on the

basis of the withQ,~wal of Israeli ~roops from all territories occupied since 1967

and a genuine guarantee of the exercise of the inalienable national rights of the

Arab people of Palestine. A definitive solution of the Palestinian problem by the

creation of an independent State for the Palestinians is of key significance in the

struggle to achieve such a settleme~t. It is possible only within the framework of

an international conference, with the participation of all the parties concerned,

including the ~alestine Liberation Organization. What is needed is a uniting of

all forces to realize that idea and to take evety opportunity to overcome the

obstructionist position of the United States and Israel in opposing a Middle East

settlement and the convening of such a conference.

That constructive position was reaffirmed recently in the statement of the

Political Consultative COmmittee of the Warsaw Treaty Organization, adopted at the

meeting in Sofia on 22-23 October. The policy of the SOviet Union in recognizing

the inalienable right of every people to freedom and independence, the independent

choice of its own future and support for peoples struggling for their independence

was reaffirmed in a recent speech by the General Secretary of the Communist Party

of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, at the most recent session of

the USSR. He stated our unwavering solidarity with the just struggle of the

Palestinian and other Arab peoples for their inalienable rights and the elimination

of the consequences of Israeli aggression. We call for close co-operation between

the anti-imperialist national patriotic forces of the Arab countries, including the

Palestine resistance movement. We see in that a guarantee of success in the

struggle against imperialism and Z~Qnism.



JP/ljb A/40/PV.lOl
112

(Mr. OUdcvenko, Ukrainian SSR)

As a member of the Committee on.the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People, the Ukrainian Soviet SOCialist Republic has taken an active

part in the work of that important United Nations body, and has comprehensively

supported the just struggle of the Palestinian people to exercise its inalienable

rights, including its right to self-determination and to create its own independent

State. We have consistently supported convening an international conference on the

Middle East.

That position was reaffirmed by the Foreign Minister of the Republic,

Mr. Kravets, when a delegation of the Committe~ on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian People visited Kiev in August this year. In his

statement during the general debate at this session, he emphasized:

-The interests of peace and international security urgently require that

a comprehensive, just and lasting sett1emeat in the Middle East be achieved

without de1ay.- (A/40/PV.22, p. 33)

Consequently, we support finding a solution to the Palestinian question immediately.

The peoples of the region must be assured a just and lasting peace. The

aggressor must not enjoy the fruits of aggression. It must withdraw its troops

from all occupied Arab territories, and the Palestin!ar.~ must be given an

opportunity to exercise their right to s9lf-determination and to create their own

independent State. Those who oppose that, or try to block it, bear the full

responsibility for all the consequences of failure to settle the Middle East

conflict.

Mr. AL-KAWARI (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): It is disappointing,

in thi~' year of our commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the creation of

the United Nationq, that our international Organization, which has succeeded in

resolving a number of major problems - in parcicAlar, that of decolonization, a few
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years after the United Nations was created - is still unable to settle the question

of Palestine, although the United Nations has been considering the question year

after year ever since its creation, without any glimmer of hope of a speedy

solution that will guarantee justice and international peace and security, which

are threatened by the gravity of that explosive problem, a steadily deteriorating

situation that could explode at any moment.

The question of Palestine is primarily a responsibility of the United

Nations. The pzoblem is still being considered because decisions taken by United

Nations bodies have not been implemented. The United Nations must now d~scharge

its ~esponsibilities with ~egard tQ the problem of palestine, which is a political,

juridical and moral problem.

The problem originated with the League of Nations, of which our Organization

is considered to be the successor in the international system. The United Nations

gave the problem its present form by deciding on partition, which resulted in the

creation of the zionist State and which the Zionists regarded as the green light to

use force, to appropriate as much of the land of Palestine as possible and to wage

aggression against the neighbouring Arab States and other Arab States thousands of

kilometers away.

Unfortunately, blind force continues to prevail in that part of our Arab

homeland. The situation, which is a threat to international peace and security,

will continue as long as the problem of Palestine remains unresolved and as long as

the international community, expressing its will through the United Nations,

remains unable to dissuade the aggressor, guarantee justice and achieve a just,

comprehensive solution to the problem.

The right of peoples to self-determination, freedom and independence is one of

the ideals of the international community that has been enshrined clearly and

firmly in the United Nations Charter. Decisions of tr~ United Nations have
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affirmed thQse principles. Here I wish to refer to resolution 2625 (~, the

Declaration on principles o~ International Law concerning Friendly Relations and

<»-operation aJlDllg States in accordance with the O1arter of the United Nations.

The Declaration states, inter alia, that any action taken to resist aggression by a

people deprived of the right to self-determination is legitimate, and that that

people is entitled to receive qntside support and aid in its legitimate struggle,

in accordance with the principles and purposes of the O1arter.

As the Prime Minister of a Western country rightly pointed out a few weeks ago,

-TO deny the legitimacy of the use of force by a movement seeking to free its

homeland from foreign occupation would be to ignore the laws governing the

course of history.-
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My country supports the efforts of the resistance, which expresses the

determination of the Palestinian people to confront the occupyers and aChieve its

legitimate goals of self-determination and the establishment of an independent

State. Israel is trying by all possible means to ~pede this heroic resistance by

means of repression and violence, and by expelling citizens, closing s~hools and

universities, destroying houses a~d filling the prisons and concentration camps.

History shows that such measures will never extinguish the flame of freedom bat

rather give it new strength.

Any just solution of the question of Palestine must take into account the

rights of the Palestini~n people, above all its right to self-determination and to

establish a state on i~s national territory. The solution must take into account

the fact that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is the sole legitimate

representative of that people and the PLO must participate in all efforts to find a

solution to this problem. My country believes that the convening of an

international conference, under the auspices of the United Nations ~nd with the

participation of all the parties concerned, including the PLO, and the permanent

members of the Security Council, would be one approach that might lead to a

comprehensive, just settlement. This was reaffirmed by the General Assembly in its

resolution 39/49 D.

Many speakers from this rostrum have asserted the need to reinforce the

?r.estige and credibility of this Organization. We believe that this credibility

and prestige cannot be ensured until the United Nations, thanks to the necessary

political will, is able to implement its resolutions. Those that stand in the way

of the implementation of these decisions are responsible for the harm done to the

United Nations and its credibility. Israel has been able to ignore the will of the

international community thanks to the military, financial and political assistance

given to it by Member States of this organization, in particular the United States.
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The Arabs, anxious to secure peace and gi7e proof of their good faith to the

whole world, worked out a ~3ce plan in 1982 at the Fez Summit which was approved

by all the Arab parties, including the·l?ID. That plan was favourably received by

th~ intern~tional community, but in vain, because the Zionist entity continues its

acts of aggression and rejects peace. The international community, through its

many resolutions, has fUlly rejected the policy of aggression, force and occupation

by force practised by the Zionist local authorities. We hope that the day is not

far off when these resolutions will be fmplemented by the force of law and the

struggle based on international legality.

Mr. NGO (Zambia): May I first of all pay a well-deserved tribu~~ to the

Chairman and the members of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights

of the Palestinian People for the fmportant work they continue to carry out in the

search for a peaceful and lasting solution regarding the question of Palestine.

Their efforts, which are aimed at the attainment of a comprehensive and just

settlement of this complex problem, deserve the maximum support of the

international community.

The explosive situation in the Middle East poses a serious threat to

international peace and security. We are, therefore, gravely concerned and worried

that the prospects for an early sett~ement are at present remote. The lack of an

early settlement is attributable to Israelis in~ransigence and its utter o0stinacy

in pursuing its abhorrent policy of creating settlements in the occupied Arab

lands. Indeed, Israelis obstinate refusal to ~ecognize the inalienable national

rights of the Palestinian people continues to make the prospect of a true, fair and

lasting peace in the Middle East remote.

!
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We remain concerne~ that as long as the people of Palestine do not bave a

place they can call their own, and as long as the Palestinians remain a tormented

people, conflicts in the Middle East will continue to escalate into wars. If

Israel is looking for genuine peace, and if it is serious about genuine peace, it

must allow the Palestinians to return to their homes in order that they too can

freely exercise their right to self-determination, for this right applies to them

as it does to any other people. Israel and its allies should recognize the fact

that the continued denial of this right to the Palestinians is not in its best

interest. One would have expected that Israel, whose people have suffered

throughout their history, would be the first country to appreciate this fact.

It must be realiz~d that it will be difficult to solve the problem of the

Middle East as a whole without the creation and establishment of an independent

sovereign Palestinian nation. Indeed, it will be ~lmost impossible to achieve a

solution to this complex problem if the Palestinian people are ignored in

negotiation~ of any kind. It would be absurd to assert that any meaningful

negotiations on the question of Palest~ne could be held without the full

participation of the genuine representatives of the Palestinian people. Israel

should in this regard show its seriousness by agreeing without pre-eonditions to

sit down with the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the sole and authentic

representative of the Palestinians, and, in a spirit of determination to achieve

one common objective, lasting peace in the Middle East, be flexible in those

negoti3 tions.

The Palestinian people have suffered for a very long time under Israeli

occupation. During the last three decades hundreds of thousands of Palestinians

have been expelled from their homeland and now live in destitution as r~fugees.

The concern of the international community has been expressed in the many efforts

that have been made in seeking a peaceful s~lution to this problem.

I
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The 12th Arab SWlUDit, held in Fez, Morocco, in 1982, C8JIe up with a blueprint

for resolving the Palestinian is~ue peacefully. We believe that the important

elements in the Final Declaration of that Summit are as pertinent now ad they were

then. Indeed, the General Assembly has adopted a number of resolutions on the

Middle East~ all in the search for a peaceful solution. Israel should therefore

desist from using pretexts to avoid genuine negotiations. In this regard, Israel

should take a bold step by withdrawing from all occupied Arab lands. We cannot

accept the acquisition of territory or territories by the use of force.
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We sho~ld all accept the fact that the question of Palestine is the core to

the Middle East conflict. We should at the same time accept the fact that an

overall peace in the Middle East canno~ be achieved by military aggression and that

the quest for freedom and national independence cannot be suppressed by military

might of an oppressor. Israel should, therefore, contribute to the creation of the

necessary conditions for achieving the goal of peaceful oo-existence between itself

and its Arab neighbours with secure and internationally recognized boundaries. The

problem of the region needs a political settlement. It is to this end that Israel

and the entire international community should make a positive contribution.

While advocating a peaceful solution, let us all remember that the longer it

takes, the more diffioult it will become to achieve what we all desire. At the

same time, we should all be aware that no matter how long it takes victory is on

the side of the Palestinian people because theirs is a just struggle.

l~. MARDOVICB (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation

from Russian): The inalienable right of the Palestinian people to

self-determination without outside interference is clearly stated in many

resolutions of the General Assembly, including those adopted at its thirty-ninth

session. Together with the relevant decisions of the Security Council, those

documents represent a legal and generally recognized basis for a just solution to

the Palestinian problem under a comprehensive Middle Eastern settlement, taking

into account the legitimate interests both of the Arab people of Palestine and all

the States of the Middle East.

However, the aggressive expansionist policy and activities of Israel in the

Middle East so far have prevented the Arab people of Palestine from ex~rcising

their inalienable right to Statehood. Trying by every available means to prevent a
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positive solution to the Palestinian problem, th~ Zionists and their ~atrons have

turned the region into a c~tinuing centre of war and conflicts, openly challenging

the entire itlternational community. Five large-scale acts of aggression and, in

the intervals between them, numerous commando raids into Arab lands, including the

air raids over Lebanon and on the Iraqi research centre near Baghdad, as well as on

the headquarters of the Palestine Liberation Organization in Tunis, all of which

have caused untold suffering, death and destruction - that is the basic so-called

contribution of Israel's rulers to all the efforts of the international community

~ normalize the situation in the Middle East.

Something similar is taking place in the Palestinian and other Arab

territories occupied by Israel. There Israeili soldiery systematically and

deliberately carry out acts of terror and violence, and mass expropriation and

confiscation of lands belonging to Palestinians. They impose their military

garrisons and military settlements there, thus creating the material basis to

enable them to consolidate their occupation.

Paragraph 19 of the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the

InalienablelRights of the Palestinian People (document A/40/35), submitted to this

session ,f the General Assembly, clearly shows that even by 1984 Israel had seized

over 51 per cent of all the territory of the West Bank and had installed some

180 settlements there.

The creation of new settlements and the confiscation of additional Arab land,

the report notes, is accompanied by sophisticated measures of pressure, violence,

harassment and provocation. In sup~rlessing the protests of the Palestinians,

specially trained dogs are used, as well as clubs, tear gas, firearms, and

arbitrary arrests, accompanied by torture and various forms of inhuman treatment.
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Israel's policy and practices in the occupied Arab territories is aimed at

definitively expelling the Palestinian population from lands which have long

legitimately belo~ged to them, elim~oating the individual characters of those

terdtories, and changing their geographic and demographic features in order to

annex them completely and thereby completely eliminate the Palestinian question

from the agenda. Their intention is clear, and cannot be covered up by any verbal

exercises such as demagogic statements about security. It obviously violates the

fundamental principles of the Charter and the rules of international law, as well

as many united Nations decisions, including decisions of the Security Council, on

the question of Palestine, and has serious consequences not only for the exercise

by the Palestinians of their inalienable rights~ bu~ also for peace and security in

the region.

As stated by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Israeli

Communist Party, the word "no" has become an abbreviation for Israel's platform

regarding this policy. "No" to withdrawal from the West Bar~ of the Jordan River,

the Ga~a Strip and the Golan Heights oc~upied by Israel since 1967. "No" to a

complete withdrawal from Lebanon to internationally recognized borders. "No to the

creation of an independent Palestinian State. "No" to recognition of the Palestine

Liberation Organization. "No" to the convening of an international united Nations

conference on the Middle East. And only one "yes" - to the strategic alliance with

the united States of America. This, to put it politely, double standard in

Israel'S policy sheds much light on events in the Middle East and explains why the

United States provides Israel with vast and ever-increasing military economic

assistance and gives it political protection in the United Nations and in other

international forums. As the saying goes, people do not throw their money away for

nothing.
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In that connection the Syrian newspaper, Tishrin, noted, on 23 May of this

year:

"The aim of the united States administration is clear: by strong

militar:rand political pressure to force the Arab countries to agree to peace

on the model of Camp David, which would pull them into the political orbit of

American imperialism and its allies and thus force them to renounce support

for the national cause of the Palestinians".
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Israel would not dare to act in the Middle East as provocatively as it does

now if it knew that its aggressive actions would meet with well-deserved

opposition, including that of all Arab States. In the course"of the struggle of

the Arab peoples against the forces .~~ imperialism and its ~ionist agents, in

defence of their national interests, there can be no success without appropriate

co-ordination, ctose mutual action and a closing of the ranks of all Arab States.

The way leading to peace iT' the Middle East and to the just settlement of the

Palestinian problem is not the path of defeatism or separate deals, but rather the

path of struggling against the policy of the right-wingers of imperialism and

Israeli Zionism. In that struggle the strengthening of the unity of the Arab

countries and the Palestinian movement is of tremendous significance.

The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR strongly condemns the policy and

practices conducted by Israel in the Middle East which are profoundly hostile to

the interests of the Arab peoples. Similarly, we strongly condemn the actions of

those who provide Israel in this area with comprehensive support, encourage its

aggression and plunder and who have been blocking the establishment of a just and

lasting peace in the region.

Our delegat~on once again reaffirms its unswerving support for the just

struggle of the Arab peoplp.s, for full elimination of th~ consequences of Israeli

aggression and for an early solution to the Palestini~n problem, the heart of a

Middle East settlement, and we believe that such a settlement is only possible on

the basis of strict ~bservance of the principle of the inadmissibility of seizure

of other people's land by aggression. Therefore all the territories occupied by

Israel since 1967 must be returned to the Arabs.

It is necessary, in practice, to ensure the inalienable right of the

Palestinian people to self-determination, to create their own State on land which

will be liberated from the Israeli occupation, for the decision of the United
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Nations General Assembly, which calls for the creation on the former Mandate

Territory of Palestine not only of a Jewi.sh but also of an Arab state to be

scrupulously implemented. All States in the region must be, de facto, assured of

the right to a secure and independent existence and development with full respect

for their independence. An end must be put to the state of war, and peace must be

established between the Arab States and Israel.

Finally. it is necessary to adopt international guarantees for the settlement

of the Middle East problem. The solution of this group of problems can only be

assured on the basis of collective efforts by convening the proposed international

conference on the Middle East, with the participation of all parties concerned on

an equal footing, including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and also

with the participation of many States, including the Soviet Union and the United

States.

There can be no doubt that the solution to the Palestinian problem on a just

basis within a Middle East settlement would make a significant contribution to

strengthening peace in the region and would improve the international climate as a

whole.

Mr. ENDREFFY (Hungary): The General Assembly has been dealing with the

Question of Palestine as a separate item on its agenda for more than 10 years now.

The attention devoted by the United Nations to this issue is fully justified. The

Question of Palestine has been recognized by the international community as the

crux of the Middle East problem, without the solution of which there cannot be a

just and lasting settlement of the Middle East question. In these past 10 years

numerous resolutions have been adopted not only by the General Assembly but also by

the Security Council and yet we do not seem to be closer to a solution than we were

when we started. Having said this we do not mean that the adoption of these

resolutions has been futile. The emergence of guidelines, principles that could
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serve as a basis for a solution, should be recognized and given credit. The most

important among these are the following: reaffirmation of the inalienable rights

of the Palestinian people including the right to self-determination and the right

to establish its own independent State in PalestineJ recognition of the fact that

the Palestinian people is a principal party in the establishment of peace in the

Middle East and that its sole, legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO), shculd have the right to participate on an equal footing with

other parties in all efforts, deliberations and conferences on the Middle EastJ the

demand that Israel should withdraw completely and unconditionally from all the

Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967, inclUding Jerusalem.

Needless to say, in spite of the resolutions referred to above the inalienable

rights of the Palestinian people are still denied them. They live like exiles in

their own land under Israeli occupation or as refugees in other Arab countries.

The Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People - of which Hungary is a member - noted with mounting concern

that the sitution in the occupied territories has continued to deteriorate. This

was confirmed also by the evidence of witnesses before the Special Committee to

Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the population in the

Occupied Territories, as well as in the reports of the International Labour .

Organisation (ILO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the united Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Israel has continued its repressive policies and practices aimed at stifling

Palestinian national expression. One could speak at length about detention without

charges, deportation of persons, bulldozing of houses. The aggressive Israeli

intentions do not recognize boundaries and are not confined to the occupied

territories. Let me just mention the recent barbarous Israeli attack against the
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PLO headquarters in Tunisia, which violated every norm of international law and

resulted in the loss of life of many innocent people.

TO turn our attention back to the occupied territories, I should like to

mention that even the less drastic or less draconian measures, like economic

policies in the occupied territories, are also pointing to the direction of making

these territories less and less attractive to the Arab popUlation. As regards land

and water - the basic natural resources in the occupied Palestinian territories -

the occupying authorities took possession of 47.5 per cent of the total area and

controlled the use of water by the Palestinians, which meant severe limitation of

the use of water resources. In relation to the popUlation, employment in the

occupied territories declined. We have an economy unable to absorb its own

workers, thus forcing them to work in Israel.

Palestinian higher education suffers from three serious problems as a result

of Israeli practices, namely constraints on the autonomy and freedom of academic

institutions, the absence of an effective local Palestinian authority to plan,

co-ordinate and support higher education, and the scarcity of resources.

While we see deprivation and repression for the indigenous Palestinian

population, on the one hand, on the other we see support and encouragement for the

creation of Jewish settlements. According to data, as of May 1984, Israel had

about 179 settlements on the West Bank, of which 31 were in and around Jerusalem,

involving an estimated total of about 146,000 settlers, In addition to

establishing settlements in unpopulated areas, Israeli settlements were being

created within the densely populated areas of Palestinian towns. It is fair to say

that the establishment of these settlements constitutes one of the major obstacles

to the achievement of peace in the Middle East, since this policy more often than

not involves conflict and violence in the form of the evacuation, deportation and

expulsion of Arab inhabitants.
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The Israeli measures aimed at changin9 the geographical character, demographic

nature and even the legal status of the occupied territories must not be allowed to

continue.

The question of Palestine should be solved on the basis of the guidelines

recognized and accepted by the overwhelming majority of the international community

the basic prerequisite of which is Israel's withdrawal from all the occupied Arab

territories, including Jerusalem. The inalienable rights of the Arab people of

Palestine - including self-determination and the eotablishment of its own

independent State - should be recognized. Finally, the sovereignty, territorial

integrity and political independence of every State in the region, inclUding

Israel, should be respected.

In our considered opinion, those problems can be solved only by a

comprehensive settlement covering all the complex issues and involving all the

parties concerned. Such a settlement can best be achieved at an international

conference on the Middle East. We have noted that during this session of the

General Assembly the idea of such a conference has gained even wider support than

before. On the other hand, we know full well that there are still many obstacles

on the road leading to the convening of such a conference. But, frankly, there is

no other way.

We must work together for an improved international climate and conditions

enabling the convening of such a conference. Until that is achieved, we express

our solidarity with the Palestinian people and wish it success in its just struggle.

Mr. VLASCEANU (Romania): '!he review of the accomplishments of the United

Nations at its fortieth anniversary session shows that, in spite of all efforts and

resolutions adopted, there is little progress in discharging the responsibility

assumed by the Organization with regard to the Palestinian people and for ensuring

peace and security in a sorely tried area of the world as the Middle East region.
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The commemorative session, as well as today's debate, proves that in the

absence of a comprehensive settlement of the complex crisis in the Middle East, the

crux of which is the Palestinian problem, and of the necessary security

arrangements that should ensure conditions for a free, independent development and

mutual co-operation, the peoples of the area, in particular the Palestinian people,

have been exposed to new sufferings, and peace and security in the region and the

world at large have been permanently threatened.

In this regard, the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian People in document A/40/35, submitted to the plenary

Assembly for consideration by its Chairman, Ambassador Massamba Sarre, the

Permanent Representative of Senegal to the United Nations, is well documented and

deserves all our attention. The report rightly points out the legitimate concern

in connection with "the increasing aggravation of the conflict in the Middle East"

as a result of the continued military Israeli occupation in the occupied

Palestinian and Arab territories, as well as in connection with the "continued

deterioration" of the situation concerning the rights of the Palestinian people.

In fact, as the report. indicates, we have been witnesses of the continuation

of the policies and practices of establishing new Israeli settlements in the

occupied territories, continued denial of the right of return to hundreds of

thousands of Palestine refugees, measures and practices of repression and violence

against the Palestinian population which have done nothing but complicate even more

the very tense situation in the Middle East, making more difficult the ch~nce of

achieving a comprehensive solution of the problem and return of peace to that part

of the world.
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We share the special concern of other Member States and the international

community as a whole, as expressed during the commemorative meetings and the

present debate, over the negative developments in the Middle East, as well as

concern for intensifying and broadening the political and diplomatic efforts in

search for a solution to the Palestine problem, establishing a just and lasting

peace, and creating conditions for the free and peaceful development of all the

peoples in the region.

Moreover, the latest developments in the Middle East underline the urgency of

embarking on the settlement of the complex situation in the area so as to put an

end to the tragedy of the Palestinian people, the acts of violence which result in

immense human sufferings and loss of lives, and to the threatened outbreak of a

conflict that would gravely endanger international peace and security.

Throughout the evolution of history, experience has always proved that wars,

acts of violence and occupation have never led to the settlement of pending

problems but only worsen them. Even developments in the Middle East show that true

peace and security cannot be built or assured by the use of force or denial of the

legitimate rights of other peoples. It has been clearly proved here that the

essential element of the conflict is the Palestine problem and that without its

solution it is not possible to establish a just and lasting peace in the Middle

East. At the same time we s~e that the will and determination of the Palestinian

people to shape its own destiny cannot be defeated and that its legitimate struggle

enjoys the support of the entire international community.

Romania and the Romanian people firmly support the just cause of the

Palestinian people, its aspirations to self-determination and to live free in its

own independent national State. That position is actively promoted and upheld in

international conferences, meetings and forums.

I
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President Nicolae C8au&escu works constantly for the settle.ent of the

Palestine problea in all it~ aspects, the political solution of the situation in

the Middle East, and the establishment· of a just and lasting peace in that region,

in accordance with the wish of the peoples there to live in peace, security and

harmony.

We believe in and support the right of the Palestinian people, like all other

peoples, to organize its life in accordance with its asplre.t!one, without any

outside interference. Without the solution of the Palestinian probleM based on

implementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people there can be no

peace in the Middle East. The settle.ent of the crisis in the Middle East

necessarily requires the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization

(PLOP, the legitiaate representatll.ve of the Palestinian people, on an equal footing

in all negotiations for the solution of tb~ Palestine problem and the establis~nt

of peace in the Middle East. Needless to say, the equal participation of all Ute

parties concerned in any negotiation is a prerequisite for the success of the talks.

AB is known, President Nicolae Ceausescu of Roaania is engaged in sustained

activities in laying the ground for appropriate conditions for lnitiating the

process of negotiations towards a ~prehensive solution and the establishaent of a

just and lasting peace in the Middl~ East, based on Ierael's withdrawal from ~e

Arab .territories it has occupied ·since 1967, the solution of the problem of bll'<!

Palestinian people through the exercise of its right to self-determination,

including the setting up of an independent Palestinian State, and assurances for

the existence, territorial integrity and sovereignty of all the States in the

region.

1
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In the context of the efforts made in recent years to promote the process of

negotiation for the political solution of all aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict,

and in particular the problem of the Palestinian people, we would like to mention

and to stress the importance of the efforts made in connection with the convening

of an international conference on peace in the Middle East, an idea launched by the

Head of the Romanian State as far back as 1978.

Surely any initiative aimed at achieving a political settlement and the

establishment of a just and lasting peace in the region based on the aforementioned

principles should have international support.

On the basis of the present international situation, we are of the opinion

that the organization of an international conference, under the auspices of the

United Nations and with the participation of all interested parties, in~luding the

Palestine Liberation Organization, as well as the permanent members of the Security

Council and other States which could contribute to the solution of the problems and

the establishment of peace in the Middle East, would provide the most appropriate

framework for negotiations between the parties. Such a conference would be

instrumental in removing the obstacles created by mistrust and the other well-known

problems, particularly since United Nations resolutions call for the convening of

such a conference.

Precisely for this reason, Romania appreciates the fact that the United

Nations has an important role to play and offers the most suitable framework for

the negotiations. Of particular importance, we believe, is the strengthening of

the role of the Secretary-General in the attainment of this goal and his more

active involvement in the search for a solution of the Palestinian problem and the

establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.
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The Romanian delegation wishes to pledge Romania's continued firm supPort for

the legitimate struggle of the Palestinian people and for a political settlement of

the complex situation in the Middle East, which should ensure recognition of the

inalienable rights of the ~alest1nian people, under the leadership of the Palestine

Liberation Organization, its legitimate representative.

The meeting rose at 7055 p=m.




