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I. ORGANIZATION OF THE SES~ION

In'troduction
I ~ ~ i :~.•:;.

1. The Working Group on Slavery was established by the Suq~Co~isslon in
resolution 11 (XXVII) of 21 August 1914, as 'authorized by the 'Economic and S::>cial
Council in its ..d~Qision 11 (LVI) of 11 May 1914. 11

... ' . ' -
2. The Group held its ninth session at Geneva from 8 to 12.August 1983-

Participation
..

3. At its thirty-fifth session, the Sub~Commiss~on decided that the Working Group
wouldba composed ofl-the fbl~owing members: Mr. Dumitru :Ceausu,
Mr. Justice-Abi1-Bayeed Chowdhury, '·Mrs. Odio-Benito f Mr ;'Mubanga-Chipoya, and'
Mr. Benjamin \Vhitaker.

4. The.following States Members of the United Nations were-represented by' Observers:
Brazil, Ethiopia, Haiti, India, Japan, Mauritania, Morocco, Peru, .Sen,eg,al and the
United States of America.

,~-,-~~-~- .. -

?.~ <;l'.:J t.he ..f~;!q~~~g Un!teclN~~iqn.~,; 9!'~?-I?~:Jmd. -:~gen9ie'S were, represented_~1f th~, l'Bession :
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Labour'
Organisation ~ .... '.. . ,

. ~. ,

.
!/ For information concerning the establishment and terms of reference of ~'.< :!

the Group, see E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.~/3•..'. '.

GE.83-11283 . .,'
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6. The follow1n~ lnon-governmental organizations in consultative .s.~tu~ ;J.,~~!'l"th~
Economic and Social. Council attended the session: Anti-Slavery Society for ­
Pr6tectio~'of Humaii ~Rights, Inter-nation.! Abol1.tionlst Federation, Internationa.l.. '
Alliance of Women, International Catholic Child Bureau, International Commission' ,
of Juri~ts, Int~rnatlonal Council on Social Welfare, :International Council. ot", ( ,
Women, International Federation of Women Lawyers, Minority Rights Group 'and
National Lawyers GuUd.

Election of Officers " ....: ..-
. ..' -.','.

t. ' ;~ ••

7. At the 1st meeting, on 8 August 1983, Mr. Justice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury.:.was '
unanimously re-elec,ted Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group o~cthe proPQsal of>
Mr. 'Mubanga-Chipoya. The proposal was seconded by Hr. Whitaker. ' "

8. The representative of,the Secretary-Gen~r-al made a'n ,introductory statement at
the opening of the meeting.

Organization of work' " '

, ' . ~

1.

9. The Working Group held seven meetings during which statements were made by
Observers from India, Japan, Ethiopia, .. Mauriitania and the United States of America.

~ t • . ". •• ;. ._.< ~... • .' _,

10. The Chairman speaking'for the Working Group pa1d:tr~bute,to'the late
Mr" George Brand, a former staff member of the Centre for Human Rights who had
served the Working Group for many years. !pe Work~ng Group expressed ita deep
sympathy to the family of Mr.'George Brand and its 'appreciation for his devoted
service.

I

11. Statements were also made by Observer~ for the United Nations High Commissioner
fOl,:~~r.uge~~ 'and the,~:Ini~rnational Labour arganls~t~~p.', '. "",. ::". ,.':; .'.

12. At its 1st meeting the Working Group adopted th~'rol16wihg agenda:
. . : -t . ..,.' : ,. . " ,,' \

Opening of tne' session

2. .Election of ofricers

, I " . ...' .' .. r

the explo~tati.9ri,.of. the pr()stitut~'on~of ,ot,h~te

of aparthe'!d and colonialism ~',
....

.....

~ '.r",.~~,A9ql?-~~Qn 9f ,.. tqe ~genda ':......,~. :~ .-:.~ ..." ...... ~ _....:....,:i
4. Review of developments in_the field of\slavery and.the.~lave trade in all

their ~practioes':and rSnifestat10ns, inc~uding:

(a) Slavery and the slavo trade

(b) ". The, sale or children

(c) Tne"~x~loltat10nof child labour

{d) Debtbondage
. i -r. .', 'i _'

(e)', ~!.:'"tra.~t~9, ~n p~r:'Bons a~d

(f) The siaverY-like practices

; , ..

5. Adoption of the report of the Working Group to the Sub-Commission

Recom.mendations ...... : .... .' ;
• t ••.1

'. . t·

13. The Working Group made a number of recommendations to the ,Sub-Commission on
, .

Prevention of D1scrimination and Protection of Minorities whicharacontained, in. iF·
chapter IV below. .
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Documentation

l4.The Working Group had before it the following documents:

E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.2/l982/l2/Add.4

. ':'.

'.
E/CN~4/~ub~2/AC.2/l982/5/Add.2

:~. .... .' - .

Reports prepared in aceordance with
paragraph 6'of resolution 1982/20.of the
Commission on Human Rights .

Information received from non-governmental
organizations

\ E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.2/l983/l
\ ,..' '.

\E/CN.4:ISUb.21AC.2/l98312 .
,
\.

Provisional agenda

Status of the Supplementary Cony.~nt~on on the
Abolition of Slavery, the Slave.$rade~ and
Institutions and P~actices Bimi~ar to' Slavery

1

~/CN~'41Sub.2/1\C.2/1983/3

\

\

'.\•
\ . ~

E/C~.41Sub.2/AC.2Jl983/5. t . .~. -'. . .

." '.'

. ."' '.

:.:' ."

'. .."

,.

Status of the Convention for the Suppression of
the Traffic in Person$ and pf the Exploitation
'of the Prostitution of 'Others -' ,....

." .
~eports· by.States conc~rning the.Supplementary
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the
Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices
Similar to S~~very of 1956 .

Reports by $tates cqncerning the Convention
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons'
and of the EX~loitation of the Prostitution
of Others··.

" ..
E/CN·4/Sub.2/AC.2/l983/5/Add.l

\

E/CN.4~SUb.2/AC.2/l983/6

. \ .

\

Reports by States
" ­...

Information received· from United"Nations
bodies,.regional commissions and sp~eialized

agencies

E/C~i.4/$Ub.2/AC.2/l983/61Aqd .1·
, .
.~:, ..: f: . ~ ~' :. 'i "(~

Information received from the International
Labour Office

I;AC~2/1983/8/Add.l

. ,.,1:,' _

E/CN.41$~p;2 AC.2/l983/9

' ..

Information submitted by the International
". Cri,mina! d?olice' Organization (INTERPOL)

. Reports ~.ubmitted by Governments in';a~e6rdance

;with paragraph 18 of Sub-Commission
. ;r~solutidn 19~2/15 .

\
Reply receive'q from the GoVernment of the . ,
Philippines \ . .;. :..":

1 , • • •

Information received from non-governmental
organizations

.. -...
'..

......
•L.

,
\ -

\

E/CN.~/Su~.2/~G~~/1983/8
----

'E/CN.4/SUb.2/AC.2/l983/7

\
\
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II. REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS IN TEE FIELD OF SLAVERY AND TEE
SLAVE TRADE IN AJ,.L TEEm pRACTICES AND MANIFESTATIONS

A. Slavery and slave trade

15. The; representative of the Anti-Slavery Society recalled' that the current yea:r
was the sesquicentena:ry of the Act to Abolish Slavery in the British Colonies and
Possessions, which gave freedom to 800,000 slaves in the British possessions. In
referring to this anniversary, he wanted to remind the Group that 'if 800,000 slaves
were freed .. 150 years ago, there were nevertheless close to 100 million people
enduring slave-like conditions today all over the world.

. '.
According to the Anti-Slavery Society representative, slavery and ~imilar

practices arise essentj.ally from two factors: poverty and greed. It is the .
urgent need and despair generated by poverty w~.chlnakes people available for
exploitation by the greedy. He appealed for continued efforts in order to be
able to celeb:r:ate one day the reality of the end of slavery throughout the world.

Mission to Mauri tania

16. It will be recalled that at its thirty-fourth session, in 1981, when
considering -the item relating to slavery and the slav~ trade, tbe·Sub-Commission
heard a statemerit by the Observer for Mauritania who commented on allegations
against his country made by 'non-governmental orga.nizatio~s before the Worki:pg Group
on Slavery at i tsseventh session. On behalf of his Government,' the Observer for
Mauritania invited the Sub-Commission to send experts to verify the· efforts made
by the Government of Mauritania, as regards the question of sJ"avery and the sla.ve­
trade.•

17. :By resolution 16 (XXXIV) adopted on 10 September 1981,. the Sub-Commission
recommended to the Commission on Human Rights that it decide "pursuant to an
invitation by the Government of l~uritania, to authOrize ·the 'Sub-CoIlllJlission to
send a delegation not exceeding two persons to be appointed by the Chairman of
the Sub-Ccimmission in consultation with the Government of Mauritania, to visit.
14a~itania in order to s·tuciythe situation and ascertain the country's needs;".
In resolution 1982/20 ~dopted on 10 March 1982, .the Commission on Human Rights so
decided. The Commission's decision was subsequently endorsed by the Economic and
Sobial Council (decision 1982/129 adopted on 7 May 1982). On 17 May 1982 the
Secretary-General communicated· the decisions taken by the Commission and the
Council to the Govermnent of Mauritania.

18. The Observer from Mauri,tania made a statement in which he re called- that
slavery in Mauritania was not fundamentally different from what took place in
other Sud.ano-Sahelian societies during the past. Mauritania, being situated .on
the commercial axis linldng the Medi.terranean·and European countries to Africa,
was for a long time a transitzone for all trade including the slave trade.

19. He poil'ited ou.t that inMauritania slavery nev'er had, as it was often aaid,- .
a racial aspect, and the colour of the a"ldn"was not a criterion whatsoever.
Slavery was in fact, a historical1 phenomenon known in all societies of the
Bubregion but'was never practised' on as big a scale as it had been dur.i!'Jg' -the
slave trade.

. -,
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20. When the colonial'period arrived, nothing.really changed and altbougbin "
1905 a laNT abolishing 'slavery- ·had been passed, ' it never bad any effect on that -
practice 0 .'; , -, " -

21. In 1960, Mauritania~:Qecam.e independent and the promu~ation of .~he new-
.~ .

constitution in 1961 recognized the equality of all citiz~ns. In reality
nothing had changed. Nevertheless,:the socio-economical changes- in the COW'ltry

. entailed a- complete ..:degradation of the economic ba9is of the system of slavery
. and altered fundamentally the old social structure and concepts. The olel

socio-economical system .based on slavery was. replaced by a riewone based on
wage-ea.--ning. ' This tendency was strengthened by the "new emerging social elite "
bringing new ideas of progress and justice l>' The opening of the' cotiiiW to.' the
outside world, the dissemination of modern education as 'well as the 'struaile. or'
,the liveforcgs inside· 'hhe country (YOUt1i7; trade unions, etc.) played a eentral
role in the cov.rse of' evolution. .

22. . Under the combination of all these factors, slavery evolved favourably,
since 1960-no public sale of· slaves r~d been; registered. -;

, ,
...• !

23'.. ActualljT sl~ery had become an intole~~ple insti tutioJ;l for large sectors
of the public 'OpiniOfi4 ,Slave sales occured-.secretly,fibt 80 much becaUSe of fear
of reprisals f~m the administrative and judicial authorities, but because'of the
preSSl1re of the public opinion.

~. ..

24. ':i:his ,was the situa.tion :up, to July 1980 when the Mauri tam.an authorities
de.cided definitely to abolish slavery in all its forms' and pra'ctices.

2~5'~ ;.':IIn :·t'ak:i.ng. .'this decision, the Mauri tanian Government wat:!, perfect.ly ~are of ­
the ,'dif£icu1.t:L+es· i t.:wvuld have to face because of :the particularly serious
ecol1~·e~ si:tuation IYIau:ri tania was going through afiier so many years .of,di'ought. ~

wmC1Fdegtroyeda laJ;'ge' part'of ~he rural economy from which 80 per _cent of the'
popu'lation of the COllntry ga.i.ne~ i ts li'Ve.1~hQQd•. ' ' , _

- .
·...····t ..~·~I. ~: ...r .....~ . . .. ~~.

26. '. ·mhe, representa.tive o:£i\1auri tania i~o;rmed ,the Working :Gro.l:lP. t,ha~ the
Government:' of 'MauriJtania' we~t.cQmed the vi:si t' cf, the two experts des19natedby
the Sub-Commission, Mr. Bos8Uyt and Mr. Mudawi, and would collaborate fully
with them.

. .. '" ",.': ..

27. 'Th!3 Members'. ,of ,the .Worlq.ng Group individually and the Chairman,o.n behalf
of the Working Group as awhole expressed deep appreciat~onto the Government of
Mauritania ,for the -posltive attitude adopted towards the mission•. They took note
wi,. th .satisfact:Ltm of, the exemplary decision of the Government of MaUritania to
·he'l'P..:the Sub-0ommission in· the discharge of its functioI¥! •. : The Working Group _
also' expressed hope· that the trnited Nations and other internation8J. organizatiOll8
would come forward to help the' Government 'of Mauritania to solve those age-oid;
problems which were, causing anxiety to indepenq.ent Mauritania. .

Female E~roumcisi6n-, .
, . ,- .

28,. The Working Group heard' a statement made by the representative of,. the'
Anti-81avery. Society:-on:- female circumcision, in whi.ch s~ expressed -a.o;ulit 8!Ef' _tq
whether this Working Group was the right forum to speak about female circumclsion,
since no African ever .rr-.$fl.rded fema.leoir~umcisi()n as slavery. She 'nevertheless
felt that since no other forum existed, the Working Group was the only place
where the question could be discussed. She noted that female circumcision ,was _a
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:practi~, Perpetua.ted for centuries, although it' was bad:"and~' dangerous. for _the "
healtH; of women. She expressed the doubt that i t'would disappear with education
since female circumcision was still ·prevalent among educated people in many' parts
of Africa. She also 'gave some information on the action undertaken by her
associati,Pn in order to provide financial support. for the programme set up, by
nationals' -concerned about that problem, in different bOUiltries Cl

t', .~.. . : . -'3 '..' • • .-. . ... _ .

29 •. She 'welcomed the nomination of Mrs. Warzazi and Mr. Mudawi to make a study ,
on female bircumcisiori.

30. One of the members of the Working Group urged that a special body to
discuss female circu:ncision should be established and expressed the wish that r

the study to be made by Mrs. Warzazi and ·Mr. Mudawi would help in the search
for an appropriate solution to this question. He then proposed that the question
should be discussed as a. separate item in the Sub-Commission. .

31. :The' represeritative of Ethiopia made a statement in which she informed the
Working Group that the Ethiopian Government had taken all necessary stl~PS to
combat the problem. She also, expressed the view that an adequate forum should
bero'una to discuss the questiono She suggested that the Sutr.-Commission should
~discu~s the ~ubject or establish a sessional W~rking Group for, that purpose •. "

B. Debt bondage

320 'Therepresenta.tiv~ 'of the International Commission of Ju:riats made a;
statement irt ,which 'he referred. to the question of debt bondage' in·Indi:a. Debt
bo.ndage in India, he said,had been an historical phenomenon, and still remained
an'integral part of the' conte,mporary Indian socio-economic structure. As stated
in the 1976 Bonded Labour Abolition Act,' the principal characteristics cif'bonded
labour in India were: " (a) the 'loss of freedom to wopk inconsideration of an
advance or social obligation; (b) acceptance of work for 'a below f:re:e.:market. ' '.
wage in consideration of an interest":bearing loan~',~The~Act declarea'·:the, system
of bonded labour illegal, annulled debts incurred in this manner and discharged
all bonded labourers from the obligatidrt'" to 'r1leetlabour 'service requ:i:remerit's.,

,But tne' implementation of this Act met .the opposition of pOwerful 'la.ndholders·~':
employing bonded labourers. ',' :'~. ,;' .', .' .' '. '.' :. ,.:

33~ .According to current estimates the number of bonded labourers in India
r~ea~betJ~eIi~2.6·and5 miilion.:·A'large number of which are employed in the
t;J.rqa.n)~~duS'trialsector, in brick kilns and constructiori ~ites of Punjab and
H~o~a. ':Bonded labourers also existed in the agrarian sector of 10 States ,
in the Indian Union. ' In the context of the intense competition for' employment,.·

.~ebt bondage was becoming the predominant method whereby large capitalist farmers
. -'secured both permanent and seasoIlal farm~orkers cheaply, i.e. in a situation

where free~arketwage levels would otherwise tend to rise 0 That was the reaJ;lon
why the Anti-8lavery Society str!3ssed the importance of regarding p.ebt bondage
as a process, induced coercively either as a result· of low wages, mass poverty­
and landlessness or as a consequence of· increased. commerci~l,:i:.zation. T~.:.E~peaker

also stat~d that the practice,of debt bondage would remain ineffective so long
as, the'conditibnswliicili':iUa.a.e.it possible were left irtta.ct L.e.i.IImiunity ,to: ~"
'pros~'c~tirin~ ijl~pec~i?l1; ~s well as non-applioation of state regulations.', .,~_

: .. I . , f •. .. i: t·

~. "l........
~ ....

".
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34. At the request of the representative
bonded'labourers in India were projected"
'vh~the~the )4l.'ojection of films 'or slides

.non-governm~lital organizations to proVl.de
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of the ~~ti-SlaverySociety, slides on
,However~ ,the question was raised as to'
could be regarded as'a proper way for
information to the Working Group.

, .

350 ,~lha "lorking Group'also heard a statement by the representative of India
stressi't1.g 'f;ha:t J.;he Government of India vTas particularly concerned about the
problem of bonded labour" She recalled that the phenbmenon was a legacy of'

• ft • • •

cOlOllialit'm ''1hL..Jl re5ultsd in the progressive impoveri'shment of rural India, the
break~~doy,rp. of 'i:;ra(l.it).on~l interpersonal~ social and economic links in village
corrnTH.tnities,,: Indepen<;lent Inc1,ia~ she statedJ co,ild, hot in a few years eradicate
thls deep-rooted e'd.l~' She drey; the attenti?nof the Working Group to::t~e'

acti~ni of1ihe Government on the'matter. 'Since 1975 legislation had been passed
-co: flir'tlie:r- ·cbmoat the phenomG·:1on. \ofith the passage .of the Bonded Labour System
Abolition Act of 1976, bonned labo~ers were freed~1d dischexged from any
obligation, HO~:Tevdr~ 'lil'\e moetimportant aspGcJv of the problem was the
rehabilitat5.on of bonded. laboli.r ... , ..T.l:.e.Sixth Five-Year Plan 198Q~1985 -envisaged
a m?ssb,-e a.llocs:liioi1 ef resources in favour of ru:i:'a1. areas since it was real.ized
t:f..a.t a:t 'begt~: tbedGbtM-bcnclage s;V'stem was'·:the condition of the :t'Ur9-1 poor and a·
cOncomitant df both uuemplo:v:t1<3~t and. '.md.'Bremployinel1"t-.. --' -

36. In th~ iris;'T of one m9~ber of the Group, the exploitation of workers and
debt bondaga are not't."..l1J..que .!GO In.d.5.a. :ije therefore urged prom:pt' and speedy
aqtinn whereveJ::' such abuse'f? existed.. \

37 ~ The Work.j.ng G1:'OUp heard stat'3men'~8 ,by the representatives. of the International
Aboli~ioTl..is·~.Fr-:3dera:tion who poil"?,ted. out trJ.flt almost everywhere throughout the ,;world,
althou~;rJ. th~'::cv:dj ef l-Jrosti"'uu'tion was not punishable by la"r, the person benefitihg
f::,om someol:e:r. p-ros"liituii.on vT3.E subjet~t to pu.."'lish.11lent. It was well known that
a prostitute b,l'oJ'ays had c>n agent living on 'l:ihe proceeds of prost.itution. It was
added that 7ery' often prostitutes wero plaoed in hous9s for prostitutes, called
E:ro's'·.Qen.tl.'es ~ in certain countries" HO'\'reve:: 'J 'l:;hey 'Vrere not generally allowed to
keep. the monew th0Y earn~d~ -The close lilUc existing between procUring and the
u.nde.rworld ,·:as also pointed. 011t.

38. The.~epreuerrGat:i.ve 0f the Ir.l.-Ge:i.."I1ational Council of \vomen made a statement
on pros·tituf,ion ';Ln Great Brj.tnin" In Grea~ Britain, the speaker said t-hat the
COll..'Ylcil t s 'policy ~las me.inl~r to seek equrtlity of the sexes before the law, to
obt;ain protection for chilclren; the ",reak'and vulnerable (amongst them' women)
fxom violence I. ande.xploitation, to uphold s-;:;andards of morality and the
instiJliutions of a civ:i.lized society' and to safeguard citizens from gratuitous
u.ff=ont in public places While the Council: did not believe that prostitution
should be made a criminal offence~ i'b nevertheless Should be regarded, she said,
as an undes:Lrable activity 'vhi 0h ~vaS degrading both for the prostitute and the
client Q She ~J.s~ eV\Jked the question' of sex tourism \-Thich was dev€. Loping
throughou.t t'he world and particularly ·ind.eveloping countries. Referen'ce was
made Jl:io'~he Phi.lippines and Thailano... It may be sig11ificant she said, that in
a :r:e,cent series of advp.rtiseme.rrts, a book advertising "homosexual joys in 150,' '
ccuyxtries it contained axt.ensive infomation as to where to find bo.ys, gays
hotels and. the l:ikea Acco:rding to thp, spe'alcer, a strong legal a.ction at the
r'atiol"l8.1 and international leyels '..189 r.equiredo
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39. Members of. the Working Group expressed great appreciation to the
SpeciaJ. Rapporteur, Mr. Jean Fernand Laurent, for his report on the suppression
of the traffic in persons. and the exploitation of the prostitution of others
which focused on concrete and positive actions to be taken as regards prostitution.
Members were particularly concerned about the fact that male prostitution was
growing almost everywhere, even sometimes amongst teenagers.·· They. urged that
strong actioD.should be undertaken. They earnestly. felt that the Sub-Commission
would give its utmost consideration to the valuaple report and take effective
and speedy measures as called ,for by it. '

40.' The r~p.resentative of Japan made a statement explaining the measures t9ken
by the Government in qrder to combat the problem of sex tourism. One member' of
the Working Group observed that a seminar on prostitution should be organized
at regional levels in order to discuss policies to be implemented along'the lines·
suggested by Mr. Fernand Laurent in his recommendations.

D• ~he exploitation of child labour and "i1,he sal-e of. children

4:1.. The Group considered these' two questions together and various non-governmental
oi'ganizat.ionsmade· statements in which they referred to t~e situation in a number
of countries.

42. The reprelJentatJ..ve of the Anti-Slavery Society drew, the attention of the
Group to the si't.iuation of children used as soldiers in the war between Iraq
and the Islamic Republic of ,Iran. Referring to the Declaration of the Rights of
theChi'td1. she expressed the hope tha.t international org8nizations WQuld do their
utmost to find a solution to this situation. The attention of the Group was also
drawn to the situation of child laboUr in the agricultural·section in the
United states. It was estimated, in that connection, that in the United states
between 400,000 and 1 million children 'vere currently employed in agricultural
jobs. In spite of the prohibition of· child labour by law, children under 12
contini~ed to work in. conditions detrimental to their health. .

:-43.- --In reply:,. the Observer from the United States noted the efforts made by her
Government in thls-' field and noted that child labour was prohibited by law. She
added that her Government was--aware _of the situation and had it under constant. ,

considerat ion. -.

44. FurtheJ:more, representatives of various other non-governmental organizations
expressed concern at child labour in India, the situation of Turkish migxants in '.
the Federal Republic of Germany and as ;regards the growing intolerance to the '.
presence o'f migrant workers in a numb~r of Western countries. Reference was made
furthermore to the situation of child labour in the match industry in Sivalcasi,
India, and in the state of Tamil Nadu, India. It was observed, as indicated in
the reports, submitted by the International Commission of Jurists and the
Anti-Slavery Society, that working conqitions ,are very poor and the occupational
hazards in'the various production stages endangered' considerably the health and
even the lives of these., children. It was stressed that child labour exacerbated
the educational problems of children who already faced many disadvantages.: These
organizations recommended to the Working Group that .the Governments concerned
should be invited to investigate and take into consideration the effects ot child..
labour in· their'policies. .
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. 45" The Group heard a statem~nt made by the representative of the International
Labour Organisation in which he made· reference to numerous activities' carried out
by his organization. He stated that the policy of the International Labour
Organi'Sat'LJn aimed at the elimination of tp,e problem of child labour, by dealing;'
with ·the root causes of the ·problem and 'by encour,q,ging ·the ratification and
application of ,international instruments in this field.

46. During t.he discussiont"members of thf" vlorking Group felt that, the
intiernational community should become acti-re in this field. Referring to the
final reportt'Exploitationo:f'Child 'Labour tl sul>mitt.ed 'by Mr. Abdelwalab Bouhdiba,
one member suggested that. the 1vorkirigGI'oup 'shcald reeommend to. the Sub-CommissiSon
that it take action on concrete proposals in this matter.

E. The slavery~like:practices of apartheid and colonialis1Il;
'.-"

47. One member of. the· Working Group stated ·that the ~ndate of the Group would;not
be fulfilled 1'1ithout dealing with slavery practices···like 'a}?artheid and colonialism
in f't1l1~r'deta.iL--In-thisr-egard,---it-was-streSs-ed: that gparcheid; we,a more~t1ian~~' ~.-.--~-

simple racial discrimination. It embodied .·the violation of all human right"S'.· ':Chat
was why effective measures should be 'taken in order 'to eradicate those evils"in ..
South Africa and' Namibia. It was sug~sted that the Group should niake· strong
rec~mmenda'/;ions with a view to lnaking the' .combat .against apartheid more efficient
and implementing the various resolutions adopted by the United Nations and other
Unitea. Nations fora .. · ,

.Other ma;'~ters

48., . The rep:resentative of the Mi.nor;ii~y Rights Group drew the attention of the: :
Working Group to the discrimination against the Buraku people, a minority in' .:1'

~ ·-Japan. HE: stated that in spite of a specifi.c la'(.{.iadoi;ltea. by the' Government of' .
';Japans discrimination against this minority was' continuing.

49. : In reply, the observer fronrJapan sta"iied that his Gove~ent took the
situation o~ th~~ people into serious consideration and was making efforts to
solve the problem•

. 50. In that co:nnection, ,the view was expressed that the Group had "no mandate to
deal with such a situatibll: and that adequate fora should' be found to discuss ' :
the problems of minorities.. According to another opinion, however, the Working Group
l;3hould u8al wiJlih problems of 'minority groups,' as no other fora were avai·lable.

-~

51. During tha discussion; .:the situation in some countries where there had been
'threats aeainst, a,nd"the 1::tl.lling of,' 'w'omen' 'Vl~10 had engaged in sexual' relations
outside~marti§.ge·Vlas ~:naised b;y', the' representative of' the Minority Rights .Group
and ehe xeques-ced -that' the"C'onvention relating to the status of Refugees should
be amended. to give prot,ection to 'those in fear on 'grounds of sex.

52. Referring '~o the statement made by the Mino!.'ity Rights Group, the representative
of' the: Unit'ea. Nations 'High Commissioner for. Refugees stated that th~ international
inst~entl3 relating 'lio ~e£Ugees contained no particular' provision or defihition' as
to the status' of those persens. The High Commissione:c, however, was 'really
concerned _for the saf~tya-'!1J.d::welfare.of. those 'Vl0men.; Inasmuch as there 'were no
adequate provisions 'lio protect· them, the: best would be to make such abuses public
and 'Vlidely knOw::L" In making effort~ to solve thE"statu.13 of those persona, instead
of seekLn.g- to interpret ins1i'ruments, hUlranitar-iall aspects should be put first.

\ .
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IV. CONCLUSIONS.A1ID RECOMMENDATIONS

The Working Group ~es the- following recommendations:
\

1. The Working Group is convinced that the various phenomena of slavery manifest
some of the gravest violations of human rights, that the existence of vestiges of
slavery~like practices tod~ is an affront to professed international standards,
and that respect of human rights cannot be expected to dev,elop if j;he international
community countenances the continuation of ?IJ.Y slavery-likt3 practice. "

2. The Group notes that several issues, such as debt bond.age and the indefensible
abuse and'e~ioitationof women and children have not until very recently received
sufficient attention.

3. The Group recognizes that apartheid is a slavery-like practice and a
c,ollective form of slavery and endorses the call for mandatory economic sanctions
against Sout~. Africa and appeals to States Members of the Se,curity Council t9
support proposals to this effect.

4- The Group recommend's ·that those eligible States which have not signed or
ratified the relevant Conventions should be invited to do so as sOQn as possible,
or to explain in writing why they feel unable to do so, and States should be
requested to report regularly upon their compliance with" the provisions of the
Conventions.

5. The '''orking Group recommends that the Secretary-General calls upon States
parties to the Slavery Convention of 1926, the Supplementary Convention on "the
Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to
Slavery of 1956 and the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others of 1949 to submit regular
reports on jihe situation in their countries,') as provided for under the Conventions,
and cails- upon other States, intergovernmental o:z.-ganizations~relevantagencies of

. the United Nations and non-governmental organizations concerned and the
International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) to supply rHlevant information
to the Working Group on Slavery.

6. The Group further recommends that the Secretary-General transmit to the states
concerned the statements submitted to the Working Group at its ninth session by the
Anti-8lavery Society for the Protection of Human Rights,the Minority Rights Group
and the International Abolitionist Federation containing allegations specifically
on slavery-like practices in certain countries.

7. It also recommends that' in the light of the proYJ.sJ.ons of article 4 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the competent Uilited Nations bodies ·and
speciaiized agencies concerned should offer Member states suCh cO-ordinate"d legal,
technical,· administrative, educational, financial and other practical assistance
as is desirable to eliminate conditions conducive to slavery and slavery-like
situations•.'

8. The Working Group reconnnends that, in particular, the Secretary-General
submit ·to the SUb-Commission at it·s thirty-seventh session a.. report indicating
how the work of tpe United Nations Development progra.IIJ'Jle 'in certain countries
could.-be adapted so as to make a specific contribution to the struggle against
slavery:, .inclu.d:ingthe rehabilitation of former victims. .



E/CN.4/Sub .2/1983/27
0'page 11

9. The Group recommends that the United Nations'Children's Fund, the
International Labour Organisation, the Food alia Agriculture Organization. of the
United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur'al
Organization and the World Health Organization should be invited to participate
actively in the work of the Working G~'oup. '

10. The Working· Group also recommends that the International Labour Organisation,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of thaUnited Nations and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization include in their technical
assistance programmes, activities designed to eliminate slavery-type problems.

I .

11. The Working Grou.p recommends that the Sub-Commission should involve more
'closely the persons whose names appear in the list of slavery experts in the work
. carried out by the Working Group on Slavery and other United Nations bodies
combating slave'ry. '

,
12~'The'WorldngGrouprecommends that the Economic and .Social Council should be
invited to consider authorizing that in future the \-lorking Group shou~~d be
called ~he "Working Group against Slavery, Apartheid, Gr0r38 Human EYvloitations
and Human Degrada"tion".,'

v. .ADOPrION OF THE REPORr

The Working Group unanimously adopted its report on 12 August 1983.·

','




