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AGENDA ITEM 31
ZONE OF PBEACE AND CO-OFERATION OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A745/653)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/745/L.23)

Zhe PRESIDENT: I call firat on the representative of Nigeria, who will
introduce draft resolution A/45/L.23 in the course of his atatement.

Mg. ADEYEMI (Nigeria): The Nigerian delegation congratulates you, Sir,
on the effective manner in which you have been presiding over the affairs of the
forty-fifth session of the Generail Assembly. We are confident that during your
tenure there will be important contributions in our collective efforts to exhance
international peace and security, as well as to promote international co-operation
in the concerted drive towards global sustaiaable growth and development.

Nigeria continues to be proudly associated with the existence of the zons of
peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic, which is now being considered in this
forum under agenda item 31. We praise the wisdom and foreaight that ied to
resolution 41/11, which declared the szone of peace and co-operation of the South
Atlantic on 27 October 1986. Nigeria believes that in its four years of existence,
the zone has played a sigunificant role in fostering regional co-cperaticn and
security through greater political understanding and socio-ecoromic collaboration,
The positive developments in international relatioas, particularly over the past
year, which we walcome heartily, attest to the complementary link bstween régional
co-operaticn ard international peace and saocurity in all its ramifications.
Nigeria will thus continue to be steadfastiy dedicated to the fuliest realization

of the aspirations and objectives of the zone.
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In its xesolution 44/20, of 14 November 1989, the Goneral Assembly, among
other things, notad with appreciation the effortz of the States of the sone towards
fulfilling the goals of the declaration. The rasolution alsc called on all States
tc co-operate in the promotion of the objectives of peace and co-operation
established in the declaration. 1In this regard, it is pertinent to recall
importent developments since 1989 which have combined to strengthen the sone and
the efforts to achieve its goals.

First, one epoch-making evant recorded in the sone is the attainment of
independence by Namibia iast March, undse the auspices of the United Nations, after
decades of colcniaiism and illegal occupation by apartheid South Africa. Since
then, Namibia has baen admitted as a member of the sono of peace and co-opsration
of the South Atlantic, which constitutes the realization of the hope exsressed in
paragraph 3 of resolution 44/20 of last yoear. Nigeria takes this opportunity to
congratulate the people of Namibia once 2gain on their heroiec struggle for
emancipation, leading to sovereignty. We also wish to thank the United Nations and
the international community for their urivavering support for the cause of Justice
and freedcm for the Namibian people.

Secondly, the States of the sone., in further demonstration of concrate
co-operation, held a seminar by a group of experts in Braszsaville, Congo, from 12
to 15 June 1990, which was dsvoted to the review of the developments and
implementation of the legal régime established by the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea as it affects the sone. At the seminar the various maritime

profiles of the States of the zono were discussad and agresement on the priority
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areas of co-operation was reached. Specific attention w.s focused on the areas of
harmonisation of national legislation in the context of the provisions of the
Convention on the Law of the Sea; the need for States to review their natiomal
maritime policies with a view to developing bilateral, subregional and regional
co-operations; a review of Co-operation in theé evaluation of living and non-living
resources and appraisal of the resources required to assist States of the zone to
derive the maximum bemefits from maritime space through intensified co-operation;
the dsvelopment of co-operation in the acquisition of scientific information and
data on the marine environment; and measures that could be taken to protect and
preserve the marine environment on the basis of rescurce complemantarities among

States belonging to the same region,
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Other priorities related to the need to build on the knowledge used in
maritime-boundary delimitation by mutual agreement of the countries concerned; the
development of tha expertise and techrology needed to exploit marine resources,
including sea-bed resources, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; and
consideration of measures to be taken to increase and intensify the training of
personrel by using the facilities of member States, as woll as consideration of the
possibilities for convening a regional conference that would adopt common rules and
regulations concerning the protection of the marine environment in the sone.

My delegation wishes to pay special tribute to the Office for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea and to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for
the valuable assistance sxtended in conasction with the convening of the
Brazzaville seminar. We look forward to the succeasful convening of the second leg
of the meeting, which is scheduled to take place in Uruguay in Aprii 1991,

Thirdly, the States of the zone held their sacond high-level political meeting
at Abuja, the new fedoral capital city of Nigeria, from 25 to 29 June 1990. At
that mesting, important agreements were reachsd on various aspects of the zone.

The Final Document of the second meeting is contained in United Nations document
A/745/474 of 4 September 1990.

Building on the blocks laid at the first mesting of the zone, which was held
at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in July 1988, the Abuja meeting was a significant
landmark in the conscious and determined efforts of the States of the z0ne to
promote peace and regional co-operaticn and to lay the foundation for progress and
development in the years ahead. (hile the first meeting, in 1988, enunciated the
high principles an& guidelines for the 3one, the second meeting took concrete steps
forward to translate those high principles and objectives into positive, practical

action and, thus, forge lasting peace and progress in the South Atlantic region.
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The Final Document of the second meeting at Abuja recorded key decisions and
mapped out several Plans to indicate the way forward in the years to come.
Starting from tha home front, the States of the zone expressed concern over a
number of intsrnal armed conflicts and crisis situations that continue to pose a
grave potential threat to the peace of the region and its pPeoples. States members
of the zone therefore urged the speedy peaceful resolution of such conflicts or
situations and manifested their resolve to suppért all initiatives conducive to
that end.

In its Final Document., adopted at Abuja, the States of the 2one welcomed the

relaxation of international tension and the reduction of confrontation between the

would have positive implications for attainment of the objectives of the zone. The
States aigo eéxpressed the hope that the new and encouraging developments in Europe
would not adversely affect the co-operation extended to the countries of the region
by the industrialized countries but, rather, would erhance their capacity and
political will to increase those co-operative ties.

With regard to South Africa, the States of the zome noted that some positive
developments are taking place and that thése offer prospects for novement away from
apartheid, but maintained that sanctions should continue until the core repressive
laws that sustain the apaxrtheid régime have been completely eliminated and the
momentum towards the establishment of a non-raciaj and democratic South Africa is
irreversibly secured.

In welcoming Namibia as a member of the zone, the States members of the zone
recognized the international community's positive contribution to that country's
- attainment of independence, r.t also reaffirmed support for their role in Namibia's
post-independence coustruction. The Abuja meeting also reminded the international

community of the unresolved issue of Walvia Bay, thus urging it to exert further
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pressure on Scuth Africa to relinquish Walvis Bay, which is an integral part of
Namibia, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions and the
legitimate aspirations of the Namibian people.

The States of tho zone also called for the cessation of foreign interference
in the internal affairs of Angola, as such interference is hindering the attainment
of lasting peace in the region, as well as for the removal of serious obstacles to
termination of the existing colonial situation in the Malvinas Islands. They
welcomed the re-establishment of diplomatic relations between the United Kingdom
and Argeatina, and called for the early resumption of negotiations towards a just
and durable solution to the dispute between the two States over soveraignty.

Consideration was given to related issues of peace and co-operation in the
South Atlantic. In spite of the apparent thaw in East-West relations, combined
with the wind of change now sweeping across EBastern Europe, the States of the Zone
recognized that peace and security in the region are still gravely threatened by
the obnoxicus apartheid régime in Socuth Africa, whose combined military ard nuclear
activities continue to pose a threat to the security of the States of the region.
The meeting spoke against the proliferation of foreign military and
military-related bases in the zcne, and urged States to take appropriate steps to
adopt a concerted position against the frequent external interference in the
affairs of the zone, military rivalry, nuclear-weapons competition and other
hostile activities perpetrated in the region by extra-zonal Powers. With a view to
enhancing co-operation between member States in the security field, the meeting
urged member States with relevant capability to co-operate in astablishing joint
mechanisms in pursuit of the objectives of the zone.

Other important areas in respect of which the second meeting reached crucial

decisions concerned the modalities for co-operation in the commercial, scientifie,
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technical and cultural fields. On commerce, the meeting recommended the
establishmant of an ad hog group of @xperts drawn from States members of the zone
to study key areas of interest as a way of increasing trade and commercial
Co-opeation. Furthermore, the meeting called for active Co~operation in the
regular orgenization of trade fairs and foreign-investment promotions and for
co-ordination of policies on trade through the exchange of information on
investment opportunities, as well as commercial and trade-intelligence
information. 1In the area of sciemtific and technical co-operation, the States of
the zone agreed to take the necessary steps to develop the energy, food and
fisheries resources of the region. To give effect to this, an ad hoc group of
eéxperts drawn from States members of the zone is to be set up. On the cultural
plane, member States agreed on the need for effective reappraisal of existing
cultural relatioms in the Zone and recommended that practical steps be taken to
strengthen cultural contacts and exchanges in respect of literature, university
lecturers, students, the promotion of tourism, public informatioﬁ, education and
other matters.

No lesz important are agreements reached on the need for intensified
co-operation between States members of the zone on economic and financiajl
questions, such as external indebtedness, trade flows, market access and
investment. Member States also associated themselves fully with the framework of
decisions taken by the Group of 15 at its first sumnit meeting on South-South
consultations and co-operation, which was held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in
June 1990,

On the question of the environment, our meeting reaffirmed the determination
to safeguard the South Atlantic from all 8orts of environmental pollution, and it
stressed the need for greater co-operation, through the “"dumpwatch" mechanism, to

eradicate the illegal dumping of hazardous, toxic and other waste products anywhere
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in the South Atiantic. In expressing grave concern over the apparent and
continuing deterioraticn in the marine and terrestrial environment of the 20ne,
member States declared full support for the forthcoming United Nations Confersnce
on Environment and Development, which is scheduled to take place in Brazil in 1992,

and urged all States of the zone to work towards a successful outcome.
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The meeting 2180 dwelt on the issue of human rights and expressed the hope
that the zone would continue to ba an active instrument for fostering human rights,
fundamental freedoms, racial equality, justice and liberty as integral elements of
peace and co-operation at natiomal and regional levels.

These are some of the major highlights of the numerous important decisions and
agreements reached at the aAbuja meeting five months ago. Together with other
achievements recorded in 1990, as earlier mentioned, the zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic no doubt continues brilliantly to live up to the
hopes and aspirations which led to its birth in 1986 in the General Assembly. The
States of the zone can indeed be justifiably proud of these achievements, as well
as of their individual and collective contributions to this end. We alsc thank the
international community and the United Nations for their solia sdppnrt for the
objectives of the zone.

At the end of the second meeting held at Abuja in June this year, the States
members of the zone of peace and co-operation entru: .d the Government of Rigeria,
as host country of the meeting, with the task of acting as co-ordinator of the
affairs of the zone until the next meeting on the zone in 1992. 1In this capucity
. Nigeria will be asaisted by a Bureau comprising Argentina, Ghana and Brazil. My
delegation therefore wishes to thank, once again, other States membars of the zoxe
for the honour accorded the Nigerian Covernment and the confidence reposed in us.
We pledge our fullest co-operation, support and service in the challenging task
ahead.

The draft resolution before us today, which I therefore have the homour to
introduce on this item, entitled “Zone of peace and co-operation of the South
Atlantic", document A/45/L.23, combines the appropriate elemeats from last year'’'s

resolution 44/20 with the editorial updates of developments in 1990, aa esarlier
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enumerated. The first to third preambular paragraphs are virtually the same as
those in the resolution of last year. The fourth preambular paragraph is a
reflection of the collective wish of the States of the zone, consequent upon the
Abuja mesting referred to. A significant addition this year is the sixth
preambular paragraph concerning the importance of the South Atlantic to global
maritime and commercial transactions and the expression of the determination of
States members of the zone to preserve the region for all activities enshrined in
international law, including the freedom of navigation on the high seas. This
element, we believe, will assuage the concern of one or two delegations which
during last year's session expressed reservations about that omission from
resolution 44/20. With that concern now eliminated from the present draft
resclution, we are confident that those delegations will find it possible to vote
in favour of this year's draft resolution,

Operative paragraphs 1 and 2 ave routine, while operative paragraphs 3 and 4,
on the Abnja meeting and the independence of Namibia, reflect the new developments
in 1990. as mentioned earlier." Operative paragraphs 5 and 6 are not new and
concern the protection of the South Atlantic environment. Operative paragraphs 7
and 8 concern one of the achievements in 1990 as mentioned earlier, and the areas
of assistance being requested from the relevant bodies of the United Nations system
for the realizatior of the cbjectives of the zone. Hovever, there iz a small
amendment in operative paragraph 8, in the third line, which substitutes the words
"that can be financed" for the words "entitled to financing"”. Operative
paragraph 8 will therefore read as follows:

"Expresses support for the determination of the States of the zone that
technical co-operation among developing countries be recognized as activities

that can be financed by the United Nations Deveiopment Programme, and reguests
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the United Nations as well as other relevant intornational bodies to assist

the States of the zone in the realization of their needs in this regard, at

their request;",
Operative paragraph 9 is an important text from the Final Document of the second
meeting. Lastly, operative pa;agraphs 10 and 11 follow familiar patterns.

The Secretary-General's report, document A/45/653 of 30 October 1990, has
already touched on some of these issues mentioned here, including those that
feature in the draft resolution before us. Replies from other States on the
implementation of resolution 44/20 contained in the same document also continue to
give us the satisfaction of a broad international consensus on the usefulness,
viability and effectiveness of the zone of peace and co-operation of the Scuth
Atlantic, with increasing importance in the years ahead.

The draft resolution (A/745/L.23) is thus a pPositive enunciation of these
objectives, hopes and aspiraticns. It is non-contentious, and strives not only to
enjoy but also to emhance the Support of the intermational community for the zone
as a vital pillar of peace and security and a beacon of hope, co-operation and
development in the South Atlantic region.

As a final note, may I adg that, while the first conferemce of senior
officials of the zone in Rio de Janeiro in 1988 brought out in ringing and bolad
clarity the objectives and goals of States members of the Zone, then one can
justifiably say that the second meetirg at Abuja last June succeeded in
elaborating, in clear and unambiquous terms, the blveprint for their realization,
using mechanisms that are deeply anchored in the political commitment of the States
members of the zone. But these noble aspirations can be attained only if the

international cormunity lends its unqualified support to those programme:.
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In the circumstances the Nigerian delegation therefore commends draft
resolution A/45/L.23 for support and expresses the wish and hope that it will be
adopted by the General Assembly this year without a vote as a tribute to these
noble initiatives.

Mr. PENNANEACH (Togo) (interpretation from French): Recent developments
in the international political situation clearly indicate that the advent of a more
stable and prosperous world requires that we constantly give specific form to our
common aspiration to streangthen peace and international security and promote

mutually advantageous internatioaal co-operation.
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Because the cold war has ended, a faect recently further emphasised by the
results of the Paris Summit of the Conferencs on Security and Co-operation in
Europe, and because of Namibia‘s accession to independence, its sdmission to
membership of the United Nations and the baginning of dialogue betwesn the leadars
of the African Natioqal Congress of South Africa and the South African Goveranment
about the diasmantling of apartheid, the promotion of paace and co-operation must
more than ever head the list of major concerns of the international community.
Those positive developmsnts are in harmony with the noble goals set in the
declaration of the zone of peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic and can
contribute to their f£ull attainment.

Speaking once again thig year on agenda item 31, “Zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic”, the Togoiese delegation wishes both to
reiterate the importance its Government attaches to the implerentation of the
declaration and to contribute to exploring waye and means to turn the South
Atlantic into a genuine sone of pPeaces and co-operation.

Aceording to paragraph 64 of the Final Documont of the first special zession
of the General Assembly devoted to disatmémant.

“The establishment of sones of pPeace in various regions of the world
under appropriate conditions, to be clearly defined and determined freely by
the States concerned in the 3one, taking i ~o0 account the characteristics of
the zone and the principles of the Charter of the United Wations, and inm
conformity with international law, can contributs to strengthening the
security of States within such zones aad to international peace and security
as a whole." (resolutjon $-10/2, para. 64)

The growing support for resclutcions on the zone of peace and co-operation of the

South Atlantic gives ample proof of the correctness and relsvance of the
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objectives set out in the declaration, whese full attainment will require the
conbined efforts of the coastal States of the South Atlantic and States outside the
region.,

The coastal States of the South Atlantic are fully aware of their prime
regponsibility for implemonting the declaration. That is why ever since the
adoption of resolution 41/11 they have made consistent, energetic efforts to attain
those goals. Thus, after the first mecting of the States of the zone, held in Rio
de Janeire from 25 to 29 July 1988, had provided the opportunity to lay the
conceptual foundations, the second meeting, held in Abuja from 25 to 29 June this
year, was able to define specific ways and means to implement the final document of
the Rio de Janeiro mestir

Among the important coaclusions of the Abuja meeting, I wish to mentionm
particularly, first, the reaffirmation that questions of beace and security and
those of development are interrelated and inseparable; secondly, the appeal for the
creation of joint monitoring mechanisms in the South Zi.iantic, particulariy with
regard to coastal traffic; the recognition of the impur:arce of enhanced
co-operation and co-ordination between member States in the economic, commercial,
financial and cultural fields; ana, fourthly, the decision to strengthen the
machinery for monitoring, c¢ollating and disseminating information and data on the
movement in the region of vessels suspected of carrying hazardous, toxzic and
nuclear wastes.

Furthermore, I must refer to the first technical seminar of the group of
experts on the law of the sea of the States members of the zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic, held in Brazzaville, Congo, from 12 to 15 June
this year, pursuant to a decision of the firat meeting of States of the zone and to

General Assembly resolution 44/20. That seminar, the first of a series of meetings
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organized periodically to give effect to the Rio de Janeiro fimal document, enabled
experts from the coistal States of the Scuth Atlantic to exchange views and
experiences with regaxd to implementing the United Natioans Coavention on the Law of
the Sea and to identify priority areas coverad by the Coavention that their States
could deal with - of course, with the assistance of the international community.,

Therefore, it gives me great Pleasure warmly to thank the Secrestary-Genersl's
Special Representative for the Law of the Sea, Mr. Satya Nandan, and his deputy,
Mr. Jean-Pierre Levy, as well as the United Nations Development Programme, for the
many wags in which they assisted in the crganization and sSuccessful outcoms of the
Brazzaville seminar.

An analysis of the initiatives taken so far by the States of the zomne confirms
their strong determination to create all the necessary conditions to attain the
objectives. The identification of areas for co-operation between menber States
provides opportunities for action designed to strengthen regional solidarity while
guaranteeing complementarity of national economies, ths welfars of the paoples of
the region, understanding between them ard protection of their way of life,

With respect in particular to the protection of the marine environment of the
South Atlantic, my Government attaches the highest priority to strengthening the
machinery for strict monitoring, collating and disseminating information and data
on the movement in the region of vessels Suspected of carrying hazardous, toxic and
nuclear wvastes. In this connection, it is urgently necessary te take steps to

prohibit the dumping of wastes.

national environment against all forms of degradation, or threats of dagradation,

tke Togolese Government adopted in November 1988 & particularly rigorous
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environmeatal code, which, among other thirgs, strictly prohibits the import or
transport through the couatry of toxic and nuclear wastes.

My country also attaches great importance to subregional economic integration
88 a factor benefitting devalopment and raegional eguilibrium, since for us peace
and dovelopment are goals that aras inextricably linked.

That is why the Government of Togo has been workirg tirelessly for the
complete success of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). It is
why Togo also warmly welcomes the vast process of integration and co-operation that

is being undertsken by Argentina, Brasil and Urugusy.
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Navertkeless, while welcoming these noble initiatives, we must refer to the
tragic situation in a coastal State of the South Atlantic: Liberfia. In the name
of solidarity among the pecples and States in the zone, we cannot remain
indifferent to the tragedy now being played out in that country. Therefore, wse
should support the initiatives undertaken im the framework of ECOWAS to allay the
suffering of the Liberian people ané to promote national raconciliztion, the
restoration of peace and the return to a novmal political life.

While it is true that implsmenting the declaration of the sone of peacs anad
cc-opsration of the Scuth Atlentic is first and foremost the task of the coastal
States, it is even more true that the objectives that have been get cannot bo
entirely attained without the constant support of States outside the region. This
is a fundamental requiremsnz that is also clearly set forth in resolution 41711 ana
reiteratsd in operative paragraph 2 of resolution 44/20, ia which the General
Assenbly

“Calis upon all States to co-operats in the promotion of the cbjectivas
of peace and co-operation established in the declaration of the zone of peace
and co-cperation of ths South Atlantic.and to refrain from any action
inconsistent with thoge objectives, particularly actions which may create or
esggravate situations of tension and potential confiict in the region".

(zesolution 44/20. para, 2)

In this respact, my delegation is Pleased to note that diplomatic relations
have besen re-estatiiszhed between Argentina and the Uaited Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. We &lso welcome the agreements set forth in the Joint
gtatenments igzued Dy the two Governments in Madrid on 19 October 1989 and
15 Pebruary 1990. In the intersst of international psace and security, the

®measuras adoptsd by the two parties must be 8crupulously observed if a climate of
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trust is to be created and military confrontations in the Atlantic are to be
avoided. PFurthermcre, negotiations between Argontins and the United Kingdom should
bagin 238 soon as possible in order to find a just and lesting solution to the
question of the Malvinas Islands.

My delegation also welcomes the resdiness the Soviet Union has expressed to
congider, together with the United States and other major maritime Powers and with .
the ccastal States of the South Atlantic, steps that should be taken to respond to
the Genoral Assembly's call for the reduction of the wmilitary presence in that part
of the world and the prevention of the deployment of nuclaar weapong and other
weapons of mass destruction. This is a very positive and encouraging attitude,
which deserves the support of all peace-loving States, particularly the major
military Powers.

We must also mote that in South Africa the reform snd liberaliszation neasures
adopted by the South African Government are positive developments among the efforts
to bring about the complete eradication of the heinous system of apartheid. Much
has changed in South Africs, and President De Klerk must be saluted for hia
courage. But let us not forgat that the black majority is still excluded from
holding the slightest degree of political power in that country; we are still very
far from majority rule and the principle of one man, one vote; apartheid is still
in placs and, unfortunatsly, continues to take its toll of victims.

The complete slimination of racial discrimination in South Africa is also a
basic condition for the implementation of the declaration of the 3one of peace and
¢v-operation of the South Atiantic. It is therefore important for tho
internaticnal community to lend encouragement to the dialogue that has bsen

initiated between tho African National Congress (ANC) and the South African
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Government in order to contribute to the speedy establishmert of a democratic, just
and non-racial society in South Africa.

The profound@ changes occurring in our world coafirm the timeliness and wisdom
of creating a zone of psace and co-operation of the South Atlantic. The
initiatives taken thus far by the coastal States of the South Atlantic already
clearly indicate the valuabie contribution they can make to safeguarding and
strengthering international peace and security.

Giving broad dissemination to scientific angd technological knowledge, makiag
the economies of the region more interdependent and complementary, exploiting and
making rational use of the material and human resocurces of the South Atlantic in
order to promote the welfare of the peoples of the region, and ésteblishing a
regional balance that will encourage the strengthening of international peace and
security: that is what we stand to gain if we embark cn collective action - action
which undoubtedly wili require the political will of the coastal States but will
equally require co-cperation from States outside the zone.

At a time when events are takirg place at such a rapid pace that they give the
lie to the most reliable forecasts and when the virtues of dialogue, concerted
effort and co-cperation ars bscoming increasingly obvicus, the international
community as a2 whole must consolidate its support for the implementation of the
declaration of a zone of pe&ace and co-opsration of the South Atlantic.

Since tomorrow is already a part of todsy, let us ensure that the fuill
attainment of the gcaia of the declaration is henceforth a universal concern and is
supported by a common will to promote the essential values of solidarity,

responsibility and peace.
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Mr, DUMEVI (Ghana): The zone of peace and co-operation of the South
Atlantic is a regional initiative aimed at transforming the Atlantic into an area
of practical co-vperation that would enable States of the zone to raspond
collectively to common aspirations in a changing era ard iz an increasingly
interdependent world.

Since the adoption cn 27 October 1986 of resolutiom 44/11 supporting the
declaration of the zone of peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic, the States
in the region, inciuding Ghana, have worked consistently in identifying priority
programmes that could give practical effect to the objectives of the declaration.
At high-level meetings in Rio de Janeiro in July 1988 and in Abuja, Nigeria, in
June 1990, States of the zone succeeded in agreeing on critical areas of
co-cperation which, given proper atteatioa, wouid further the objectives cf the

aone.
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We note with satisfaction that agreements have been reached on co-operation
and co-ordinaticn of policies in such activities as regular organization of trade
affairs, fereigm investment promotions, exchange of commercial and trade
intelligence informationm, exchanges of information on investment opportunities and
provision ¢f relevant data for use of member States of the Zone.

Other identified areas of co-operation include increased inter-State trade and
other commercial relations, exchange of experiences in scientific and technical
fields, culture, sducation and public information.

On tke important question of environment, the States of the Zone are committed
to keeping the South Atlantic marine environment free from pollution, particularly
the dumping of hazardous and toxic wastes. In this connection the States of the
Zone are unanimous that the provisions of the Basel Conventior on the Control and
Trausboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes should be strengthened by an
appropriate internstional convention with effective penalties that would prevent
the dumping of haszardous wastes in the region. The States of the Zone therefors
have welcomad the planned United Nations Conference on Environment ard Development
in Brazil in 1992 and view the important international conferenmce as providing an
excellent opportunity to the States members to realize the objectives of the Zone.

The special responsibility of the States of the region in the preservation of
peac. and security in the Atlantic has also continued to be accorded high
priority. Namibia's accession to independence last March and its admission as a
member of the 2Zome have provided added urgency for ending outstanding intsrnal
conflicts in the region. 1In this comnmection the tragic situation in Liberia
remains a major challsange. Inspired by humanitarian comsiderations and the need
urgently to put an end to the senseless carnage and destruction of property, Ghana
and a number of States in the West African subtegion have since August been

exerting their best efforts to bring normalcy to Liberis. We wish to use this
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opportunity to appeal once again to all People of good will to come to the aid of
Liberia at this very difficult time.

The Ghana delegation acknowledges the support that the United Nations has
given and continues to give to the Zone of Peace, as demonstrated by a meeting of
experts held from 12 to 15 June in Brazzaville, Congo, within the framework of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. We also look forward to similar
support for the sacond experts meeting planned for Uruguay in 1991,

He believe that the United Naticns can contribute significantly to the
realisation of the goals of the Zone throuch the monitoring of events and
developments in the region and by liaising with the spacialized agencies of the
United Nations system, regional and subregional commissions, organizations and
institutions.

In sum, the objectives of the Zone substantially complemsnt United Nations
efforts in the promoticn of international peace, security and development. They
also conform in every respect with the current United Nations emphasis on regional
approaches'to developing co-operation in the promotion of common aspirations.

Draft resolution A/45/L.23, now before the Assembly, seeks to further the
objectives of the Zone, as already outlined by previous speakers. As a sponsor of
draft resolution A/45/L.23, the Chana delegation is happy to be associated once
more with this noble regional endeavour. We therefore look forward to the
overwhelming adoption of the draft resoluticn.

Mr. ADOUKI (Congo) (interpretation from Freanch): For reasons of
geography and history, and because of the shared ambitions of the coastal States,
an ocean such as the Atlantic was ideally suited to follow the example of other
protected areas such as the Pacific Ocean or ths Indian Ccean next to the

subcontinent, which were created very early on.
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Thus there smerged agreeament among Covernments desiring peace to contribute to
the organization of the Zone of pP2ace and co-operaticon of the South Atlantic. as
early as 27 October 1986, Congo gave its support to the sclemn United Nations
Declaration adopted by the General Assembly in this comnecticn.

The gestation period of the Zone was, however, lengthy. Two yoare - fruitful
though they were - passed before the representatives of the States of the region
met in Rio de Janeiro at the invitation of the Govermment of Brazil.

The constituent conference haad to resolva urgent problems bafore it could
create a zcus of peace and progress. Naturally, given its membarship, the
conference stressed that questicns of peace and security and of develcprent were
interdependent, and co-operation among the States of the region was declared
indispensable to achievement of the Zone's objectives,

Congo participated actively in the Rio de Janeiro conference, and it supported
the ambitious coaclusions set forth in the Final Document. The Zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic could now see the light of day, though it aig
not rezlly exist until 29 July 1988,

I am particularly pleased to confirm my country's coantribution to the
development of the activities of the Zocne. It is only natural that we should
participate in the present debate so that there may ba broader expression of
appreciation of the efforts at co-cperation made by the States of the area. The
activities of the Zone of peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic have over
the years gained an increasingiy important place in the United Nations system,

The States of the area have @very reascn to be proud of these very positive
developments. Together they have condemned all situations that undermine or

jeopardize the indepaadencs, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Stutes on
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bCil sides of the Atlantic. They have adopted policies of co-operation and
co-ordination dealing with various activitiess regular organization of trade
fairs, the promoticn of foreign investment, and the exchange of information for use

by States members of the area, and much more.
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The States in the zone ara firmly committed to seeing that the cccarn
environment of the South Atlantic remains unpolluted. Supervisory machinery was
opportunely reccmmended by the first meeting and it has been get up. Thus far,
however, it has enjoyed only limited success.

With regard to the policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa,
the States of the zone are in agresment on a number of recent positive events.
They believe that those evants hold out the hope that the Pretoria avthoritieas will
abandon the policy of aparthsid. Meanwhile, pending the achievement of that goal,
the comprehensive sanctions against South Africa adopted by tke international
community must be maintained.

As for South Africa‘s anuclear activities, they are contrary tc the Declaration
on the Denuclearization of Africa, to which the African Member Statec havo
acceded. Thoy also run counter to the desire to make the Scuth Atlantic a
nuclear-£free zone.

Congo is pleased to note that at the second general meating of Statas of the
zone, held last June, satisfaction was expressed at the restoration of diplomstic
relations between the Goveranments of the Republic of Argentima, o member State of
the szone, and of the United Kingdom of Great Britain ara Fortkera Irelend, as wall
as at the agreoments contained in the joint governmental declarations issued in
Madrid on 19 October 1983 and 15 February 1990. In this positive context of
dialogue Congo balieves that the General Assombly resolutions on the gueation of
the Malouines (Falkland) Islands wiil finally be implemonted.

At the second meeting of States of the sone the Republic of Namibia was

admitted to membership. That waz an important dscision and am encouragiag sign
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that the zore of peace will be outward looking. This increase in membership will
bring further national support for thisz great undertaking.,

My country will play its part to the best of its ability and in keeping with
its responsibilities. Like other States in the region, we welcome the idea of
organizing a series of meetings Lo give concrote exprassion to the zone and tc
streangthen it. 1In this conraection, Brazszaville, the capital of Coxgo and ona of
the cities within the zone of peace and cc-operation in the South Atlantic,
successfully organized the f£irst seminar om the law of the sea, which was held from
12 &9 15 June 1990. The Congolese are extremely proud and keenly aware of tha
honour bestowed upon them by the Statgs members of the zone. In additiocn, they are
grateful to the Office for Ocean Affairs and the Laxv cf the Sea of the United
Nations Secretariat and to the United Nations Development Programme for having
helped them to organize the seminar.

The contribution of the Brazzaville seminar has beean very fruitful. It will
be long remembered, since its rasults will form the basis for the work of the
Second seminar on the zone, which is scheduled to be heid in 1691,

It is important that such efforts be pursued in order to facilitate the
attainment of all the objectives of the Zone. That is why, for example, the member
States are pinning great hopes to the forthcoming United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, to be held in 1992 in Brazil. That Conference should
endsavour to resclve the many and varied problems of the environment, including the
marine environment.

What I have just said about the scope and nature of activities in the zone of
peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic is intended to give a picture not of
the culmination of, but merely of a stage in, an enterprise that has only begun to

take shape.
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Mr. SARDENBERG (Brazil)s Since the adoption of Geaeral Asgembly
resclution 44/20 by an overwhelming majority of Membar States the South Atlantic
region has beea the setting for positive developments.

First and foremost amcng such developments has been the welcomiag of
independent Namibia. With the other States of the zone, Brazil had always
supported the Namibian people in their struggie for self-determination and
independence. It is thus with great satisfaction that we now see Namibia occupying
its rightful place in the community of natioas and in the fraternity of the States
of the sone of psace and co-operation of the South Atlantic.

The releaze of Nelson Mandela and the other positive events in South Africa
have fostersd our expectaticn that we shall also be zble in the near future to
walcome within the South Atlantic community a South Africa free from apartheid.
Brazil remains committed to the efforts of the international community to ensure
the abolition of the racist system of apartheid.

The joint statement issued by the Govermmeats of Argentina and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on 15 February 1999 rapresents
another important development in the efforts to attain the gcals pursued by the
States of the sone. In that declaration the two Governments re-established
diplomatic relations and agreed upon a set of measures to enhance mutual confideace
through the development of their bilateral relations. We believe that the
re-establishment of dialogue will certaizly contribute to the achievement of a just
and durable soiution to the existing Aispute betwaen thoss two States.

The implementation of the New York agreament Las enhanced the prospects for
real peace and stability in the People's Republic of Angola, with which Brazil nct
only shares our cemmon language but also maintains strong links of friendship and

co-operation. The total cessation of any interference in the internal affasirs
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of Angola will pave the way for a lasting political solution to a conflict that has
already taken a heavy toll of the Angolan people and pravanted that country from
realizing its full potential. Aware of the important role that the Unitsd Nations
Plays in the establishment of a structure of peace ia southern Africa, Brasil has
boen contributing to the contingent of the United Kations Angola Verification

Mission.
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In South America, in line with the spirit of the zone, Argentina, Uruguay and
Brasil are in the process of implementing a comprehensive programme of co-operation
and integration, which envisages concrete actions in all fields of their
relations. We comsider this regional effort to be an unprecedented undertsking
among developing countries.

As a further step in the effort to intensify dialogue ana constructive
co-oparation in the zone, the firat seminar of the group of oxperts on the law of
the sea from States of the zons wae hold in Brasszaville last June, with the
assistance of the Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and the fivancial
support of the United Nations Dsvolopment Programwe (UNDP). The sesting enabled
representatives of all States of the region to exchange views and information on
issues related to the law of the sea and their respective maritime rrioritiea. and
laid the groundwork for the identification of coucrete co-operation projects in
this important field during the second seminar, to ba hosted by the Goverament of
Uruguay from 3 to 6 April 1990.

In their second meeting, held in the new Nigerian capital, Abuja, last June,
States of the sone of peace a2nd co-opsration had ap opportunity to assess these and
other important developments, as reflected in the final document of that mecting,
as well as to examine new lines for Joint action.

Hhile the final decument ¢f the Rio de Janeiro mesting set forth a conceptual
framework, the second meeting identifisd concrete measures to implement the
objectives of resolution 41/11 and those accepted in the first rmeeting.

The substantive veport of the Secratary-General, contaiansd ia docunent
A/45/0853, poiants out that in Abuja the States of the zone recognized the importance
and examinad concrete forms of co-operation in all fields, from ecomomic and

financial matters to commercial and trade information, from tourism to cultural
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exchanges. Particular attention was given to the strengthening of scientific and
technical co-operation within the sona. In this context, the importsnce of support
by the relevant international orgarizations wss undsrscored. -

Special attention was also given to savironmental questions, particularly with
regard tc the preservation of the merine snvironment. Bearing ir mind the grsat
importance of the United Kations Conferenca on Baviroament and Davelopment, to be
held in Braszil in 1992, the Abuja meeting expresaed its full support for the
Conference ard indicated the interest of the States of the some im streagthening
their co-ordination regarding environsental issuss.

Above all, the Abuja meeting represented, in itself, concreta evidence that
the idea of fostering pauce and co-oparation in the South Atlantic ragion
stimulates regular contacts among the African and South American States of the
sone, thus underlining the specific identity of the South Atlantic region.

Ag was once againm clear ia Abuja, the zone represents & gtrong incentive for
the countrias of the region to promote, intensify and eanlarge their political
understanding and co-oparation, to formulate and implement joint prolects for thair
economic and social development and the protection of ths enviroanent,and to
continue workiang for the preservation of the peace and sacurity of the whole region.

The current tramsformations on the international scene have atrengthoned our
belisf that without peace no significant co-operaticn is possidle, and without
co-cpersticn mo lasting peace can bs attained. Gains alrsady schisved at the
global lsvel must now be translated into concrete and imaginative action at the
regional level. The sone is an uneguivocal indication of our commitment to this
basic and sssential tenet. Increased interuational co-oparation with ths sone will
contribute tc accelerating the achisvement of its aims.

The Araft rzesolution just intreduced by Nigeria, of which Brazil is a sponsor
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'tognthor with other States of the region, reflects the desire of the Africen and
South Amarican States of the South Atlantic to act together to promote peace and
co-oparation for the bsnefit of ali mankind, and in particular of the pecples of
the region.

We hope that this year thoss very few delegations that have failed to support
previcus relevant draft resolutions will joia in the virtually universal approval
of the constructive pPrinciples and objectives pPursued by the States of the some of
Peace and co-operation. We algo hope that draft resolution A/45/L.23 will be
adopted by consensus.

As a South Americsn State proud of its African heritage, Brazil will continue
to work, together with the other South Atlantic States, to promote the achisvamant
of the objectives of the zone. Adthough it is a primary responsibility of the
States of the zone, the full implementation of thesgs cbjectives rsquires also the
concrate support of all States.

As President PFernandc Collor stated in the general debate:

“Ihe sone of peace and co-operaticn ... gaine in substance and, with the
relaxatioz of interrationsl tensions, will encompass now elsments of global
interest, auch as the protectioa and preservatioa cf the marine env:romment.
*++ OUr z0ne of peace and co-operation may play an imnovative role on &
global scale, provided mors comnitted financisl and technological support is
evailsble.” (A/45/PV.4. p. 13)

At the dawning of a new ers in which psace and co-operation seam to be gaining
their full meaning. it ig our earcest hope that the sons of p8éce aud co-operation
of the South Atlantic will also receive that concrete support from the

international commuunity.
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ibe PRESIDENT: I should like to propose that the list of speakers in the
debate on agenda item 31 be closed now.

1t was so decided.

Mr. PIRIZ BALLON (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): The sone of
peace and co-operaticn of ths South Atlantic isg entering its f£ifth yeoar at a
crucial time in the history of international relations. In this context, an
asasscmont of the results achieved so far is in order.

In October 1986 the General Asgembly adoptsd resolution 41711, solemniy
declaring the establishment of this sone of peace and co-operstion. At ths time,
nobody would have imagined that four years later the goals and vltimate objectives
of the doclaration would bs well on the way to sttainment. Robody could have
anticipated the new climate of understanding between the major Powers, which has a
decisive influence on the state ef the world, promoting greater security and
stability in the world and comtributing in particular te the elimination of certain
regional conflicts - some of them, precisely in the South Atlantic regioa.

The objectives of the declaration can be divided iato two major cuategories,
which are interrelated and inseparabla. The first of these categories is the
strengthening of peace and security in the rogion, in consonance with the purposes
end principles of the Charter. We must, however, realize that the general picture

as regards regional peace and security has its bright apots and its shadows.
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Although there has baez some Progress based or the historical relations between the
countries of ths zone, much of that progress is limited, and thore rsmain sources
of tension that comstitute significant obstacles to fulfilment of the purpcses of
the declaration.

It was with erormous pleasure that on 21 March this year wa witnessed
Namibia‘s accession to independence, its admission to membership of the United
Nations and its automatic mémbership of the sone, in accordance with paragraphk 5 of
the dsclaration.

The situation in scuthern Africa contirues to develop favourably. We hope
that we are wituessiag the beginning of the end of the odious apartheid rdégime,
vhose continued existence is one of the most ocbvious and significant obstacles to
attainment of the objectives of the declaration.,

Furthermore, Argentina and the United Kingdom have restorad diplomatic
relations and begun a process of dialogue ard negotiation which we hops will jead
to & peaceful, just, f£inal and comprehensive solution to the Malvinas Islands
conflict in keeping with the relevant Gemeral Assembly resolutions.

The creation of a zone of peace in the South Atlautic presupposes the
non-existence of nuclear wsapons thersin. There must of neccsaity be an
interrelationship betwsen this 30ue, the suclear-free sone in Latin America and the
Caribbean and the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa. My country
reaffirms its strong conviction that the denuclearization of the zone must bs
effective. We wsicome the progress that has besn made racently in Latin America,
in particular the results of the recont meeting in Pox do Iguagu batween the
Governments of Argentina and Brazsil, which opensd astill further the path towards

full compliance with the Treaty of Tlatelolco.
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Anothsr important secticn of the declaration of 27 Octcber 1986 concerns the
promotion of regional co-operation for aconomic and social development, on the
basis of ths special intsrest priority and responsibility of the States in the
area. In keeping with this objective, my Govermment not only pursues its policy of
developing regional co-operation and integration in Latin America in géneral, in
particular with the other tws Latin American members of the sone: Argentizna and
Brasil, but also has made a major effort to tighten and extend the historical bonds
of friendship and fruitful co-operation with the coastal States of the African
coentivent.

In addition to this bilateral or subregional action, the 23 countries of the
%ons, as a group, have taken spacific action to promote co-operstion. First, they
have given priority to the issue of the law of the sea. This is only logical
because the Atlantic Ocean is our principal 1link.

The first meeting of the group of experts on the law of the sea of the States
menmbers of the sone was beld in Brazsaville last Jure and was a great success. Its
purpose was the exchange of information regarding developments relating to the
United Nationa Convention on ths Law of the Ses. In addition, an effort was made
to premote mutual understarding of the differsnt legislation in the States
concerned and to encourage studies in this area. In April next year my country
will have the bonour of beirg host to the second meeting, whose purpose will be to
determine and identify concrate co-cperation projacts in this arsa.

My d&l‘gation would like to stress its appreciation of the very welcome
support of the Office of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and the United
Nations Dsvelopment Programme (UNDP), whose participation made a decisive
contribution to the success of the Brazzaville seminar. Those bodies are acting

similarly in connection with the seminar that is to take placs in Montevideoc.
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The continuing deterioration in the envircnment at the global level and the
dangers to the ecosystem of the South Atlantic have Prompted the States in the sone
to assign priority impe-tance to keeping their maritime areas froe of poilutioan and
from the dumping of dangerous wastes, both toxic and nuciear. To this ond, two
decided in Abuja to devote our efforts to strengtheaing the supervisory machinery
and promoting the dissemination of information, as recommended in tke Rio
declaration.

The conservation and rational development of the living merins resources of
the region in the face of a rapid increase in catches in the South Atlantic is one
source of major concern to Wy country, which in receat years has invasted a
significant proportion of our limited resources in the development of our fighing
sector.

Las%, but not least, we wish toc refer to imstitutional questions. The sone of
peace and co-cperation, which this Asgenbly creatsd four yoars ago, is now a
reality that is becoming stronger every day ané has acquired its own momentum. We
have come a long way, but we gtill have a long way to go. Obviously the objectivss
of the sone are very ambitious and many of them zkould be seen as long-term goals.
If anything can be stated with certainty, however, it is that the membar States
have begun a process of step-by-step corsolidation, on a sound foundation and
consistently.

We have had two meetings - ome in Rie to identify arsas of co-cpaération and
the other in Abuja to make definite pregress towards the attainment of many of our
ebjectives. We have established flexible, effective co-ordinaztion mechinery, which
is functioning quite satisfactorily, without irstitutionmal rigidity or buresucratic
impediments of anmy kind. Above all, we have recoeived practically unanimous

support, in the shape of four General Asgenbly resolutions, from the internationsal
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community. We are sure that that support will be extended to cover the fifth draft
resolution, which was so eloquently introduced by our co-ordinator, the
representative of Nigeria, Mr. Adeyemi. We firmly believe that it is balarced and
constructive and deserves support.

In spits of the fact that the zone of peace and co-operatioé is a recent and
constantly evolving legal concept, it chould be stressed that its existence and its
principles are entirely consistent with those of the zones created by international
law. This is clear from the consistency of the Genaral Assembly resolutions and
the declarations of Rio and Abuja. In this regard, I draw attention to the sixth
preambular paragraph of the draft resoclution and to the content of operative
paragraph 9, which reflects the aspirations expressed in Abuja by the members of
the zone and their desire to turn the zome into an effective instrument capable of
promoting respect for human rights, fundamental freadoms, racial equality, justice
and freedom as integral elemeants of peace, development and co-operatioa at all
levels.,

Uruguay is a country that cherishes peace, a developing country and a maritime
country. As a result, we are deeply committed to the Principles and objectives of
the zone. My Govermment therefors gives the higheast priority in its foreign policy
to the consolidation of the zone. It is an important contribution to peace and
security in our region of the world and an ideal vehicle for co-oper&tion between
African and Latin American coastal countries. It also represents the convergence
of a large aumber of principles, legitimate interests and praiseworthy attitudes on
tha part of 23 countries in two continents. We therefore reaffirm once again
Uruguay's commitment to the principles underlying the zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic and our determination to persist in ocur efforts

to ensure, together with the other member States, the fulfilment of its purposes,
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Mr. KIBIDI NGOVURA (Zaire) (interpretation from Freach): I ask your

indulgence, Sir, if I waive the pleasant duty of congratulating you on your
election to the prestigious post of President of the General Assembly for this
session. Better qualified speakers than i, including the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Zaire, have denos this before.meiboth warmly and eloquently.

Our world is undergoing major political.uéheavals and there is increasing
speculation about the future cf the world, particularly following the Paris meeting
at which 34 Buropean Heads of State or Government set the seal on recoaciliation
after the horrors of the Second World War and the division of the Western world
into two antagomistic ideological blocs. Now the world is witressing an
acceleration of history along lines as yet ill-defined, which undoubtedly
foreshadows a world bent on international co-operation and progress goirg beyond
the ideological struggle that has unfortunately dominated relations between States
for the past 45 years.

Caught in th. whirlwind of the pelitical changes that are part and parcel of
our time, the countries of the South are puzzled and cannot as yet clearly discern
the signs on the horizon. Consequently they are wondering what the future holds
for them. Is this the beginning of the marginalization of the South in
international affairs, or is marginalization already a fact? No one can give a
precise answer to such a question but the upheavals in the world are a cause of
anxiety.

While we were considering these questions, however, a number of Latin American
and African coastal States of the Atlantic Ocean decided to meet for the first time
ir Rio de Janeiro in 1988 to lay the foundations for a zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic on the basis of General Assembly resolution

41/11, adopted on 27 Gctober 1986.
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In resolution €1/11 the General Acsembly emphasizes the nsed to praserve the
region of ths South Atlantic from measures of militarisation, the arms race, the
presence of foreign military bases and, above all, nuclear weaponas it calls upen
States of 21l other regions to reduce and sventually to eliminate their military
prosence in the region of the South Atlantic and to refrain from introducing
auclear weapons and extending into the region rivalries and conflicts that sre
foreign to it; ond it calls upen sll States to co-operate ia the eliminatior of all
sourcas of tension in tho szone, tc x@apact the national urity, soversignty,
politicel independence and territorial integrity of every State therein, to refraia
from the throat or use of force, and to observe strictly the principle that the
territory of a State shzll not be the object of military occupation resulting from
the uss of force in violation of the Charter of the United Nations, sz well as the
principle that the acquisition of territories by force is inadmissible. The
Assenbly rsaffirms that the elimination of gsparthaid and the actainment of the
self-Getarmination aud indopendence of pacples, as well as the cessation of all
acts of sggression and subverzion against States in the zone, are easentisl for
psace and sscurity in that regioa.

The Genecral Assembly alto cells upon the States of the sone of the South
Atlantic to promote further regicnal co-operaticn and singles out, as possible
arsas of joint action, social and economic development, the protection of the
etvironment and the conservation of the biolegical resources of the area.

Iz resclution 43/13, of 10 ovember 1987, the General Assembly called upon
Stotes of the ragion to ajopt and carry out concrete programaes tc achieve ths
gosls of ths declaration of the sone of psace and co-speration of the South
Atlancic.

Co-cperation and development are the key words that define the fundamental

concopts of the now some. 2aire was present when the zone was first created at the
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Rio de Janeiro mesting in 1988. Siace then it has been ectively iavolved in the
various confersnces comnscted therewith.

W2 are becoming increasingly aware of the important role which South-South
co-operation, that is, co-operation between the devaloping countries, can play in
promoting progress in our countries. Progross is attainable only by mastering
fundamental technologies and asciences. At present. when it comes to scionce and
technology mankind is divided into two categories: the haves and the have-nots.
Our countries, which accouat for 80 per cent of the werid population, sheuld be
able to create our own scientific and technological potential in order to improve
the quality of life of cur psoples. In our countries, improved education and
research in fundamental sciences is ef decisive importancs for the achiovement of
this objective, bacause no country can develop in the long term witkout the
becessary basic potential for education, training and rvesearch in fundamgntal
sciences. Science and technology can prosper only if a scieatific cultural
community is formad at the grassroots level. This iz a preraguisite for proper
development sustained by a2 policy of sound management. of aconomic and financial
resources.

My delegation fully supports the draft resoluti:: submitted by 211 the States
members of the zone of peace represented at ths forcy~fifth sesaion of the General
Assembly. It shares the views exprossed in the draft resolutiecn, iIn particular in
paragraphs 8§ and 9 - namely, that technical co-cperation ameng develeping countriesg
is essential and that they should receiva assistance from the Tnited Kations
Development Programme (UNDP) and other relevant United Hations bodies, and, that
the aspirations of tho States of the soné to make it an active instrument for
fostering human rights, fundamental freedoms, racial equality, justice and 1iberty
as integral elements of raace, development and co-operation at national and

regionzl levels should be supported.
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The delegation of Zaire, together with ths other members of the sone, hopes
that the draft resolution before us will be unanimously adopted, since it iz fully
consistent with the sims of the Charter of the United Nationa.

Mr. S¥ (Senegal) (interpretaticn from French): My delegation is always
Pleased to take part in a debate on the agenda item dealing with the zone of peace
and co-operation of the South Atlantic,

As a country that is profoundly concerned abeut peaceful coexistence and
Bolidarity among States and peoples, Sanegal has constantly promoted the efforts of
the international community to turn this zone into a haven of peane where
activities of public utility can be developed to the benefit of mankind as a whele.

I am pleased to recall that from the outset my country gave its full suppozt
to the Brasilian initiative which, after intense and fruitful consultations,
enabled the General Assembly, on 27 October 1986, to adopt a declaration giving the
ocean space between Africa and South America the status of a sone of peace and

co-operation.
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Since the adoption of this important declaratioa the Statas of the region have
constantly increased their contacts with each other to seek together, with the
support of the United Nations, the best ways and means to attain the objectives of
the zone. To that end, two meetings have been held, ome in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
from 25 to 29 July 1988, and the other in Abuja, Nigeria, from 25 to 29 June this
year.

Between those two meetings exparts from the States concerned met from 12 to
15 June this year in Braszzaville, the Congo, in a seminar organized with financial
support from the United Nations Dsvelopmeut Programme, with the very effective kelp
of the expsrtise of the United Wations Office for Ocsan Affairs and the Law of the
Sea.

At the various meetings particular emphasis was 1aid or, first, the need for
States parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea to ensure
that in the Convention's implementation due account be given to the interests of
all naticns; next, the efforts required of States of the sone to strengthen their
economic, scientific and technical co-operation by establishing a regular exchange
of data and information, particularly in the areas of management, conservation and
exploitation of fishery resources, as well as the protection of the marine
environment; and, finaliy. the importance of promoting technical co-operation
between developing countries, through financial assistance from the Unized Nations
Development Programme.

My delegation would like to take this opportunity to express its pleasure over
the important conclusions reached at the Abuja meeting and the Brazzaville
seminar. We hope that they will receive wide support in our Organization and among
Member States. Such support should maks possible the holding of the next regional
seminar, plazned to be held in 1991 in Uruguay, where we expect concrete, effective

measures to be adopted.
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The South Atlantic is regarded in Senegal as not only an imstrument for
economic development, but also a precious cultural heritage, particularly bscause
of the close 1links betwsen the sea and mankind.

For all those roasons, my delegation earnestly hopas that the serne will be
spared tensions and conflicts and will become a vehicle for co-oparation and
solidarity betwson all the States concerned. In this connection, the international
community should spare no effort to kesp the cone free ef nuclear weapons and all
other weapons of mass destruction.

There can be no doubt that Namibia's accession to independence &nd joining the
gsone give reason for great satisfaction. My delegation greatly welcomes thess
changes, but the apartheid policy of the South African régime continues, despite
the progress made in South Africa. In my delegation's opiricn, South Africa should
be encouraged to speed up the process of totally eliminating its systsma of
apartheid and, as it has promiszed, to place its nuclear installations under the
supervision of the International Atomic Enerqy Agency.

My delegation notes the Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-Boundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, and we reaffirm our support for
all appropriate measures to stop the traffic in such wastes in the South Atlantic
zone.

Here we emphasize the interest that should be taken in the forthcoming United
Nations Conference on Environment and Dsvelopment, to be held in Brasil in 1992;
thanks to a perfect harmonization of the positions of our States, it should help us
sttain the objectivas of the zona and aid the search for a ratisfactory solution to
the environmental problems thet it may confront.

For all éhose reasons, my delegation is particularly happy to spousor, on
behalf of Senegal, the draft resolution on the South Atlantic, intrcduced with such

verve and skill by the representative of Nigeria.



JP/PLS

A/45/PV .47
53

(Mx. Sy. Senegal)

In conclusion, I hope that in this new era of déteate the draft reasolution

will enjoy broad support and that the Asgembly will vote for it unanimously.

ILke PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in the debate on this iten.

The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resolution A/45/L.23, as orally

revised, to which there is an additional spoasor: the Gambia.

A recorded vote has been tiquestad.

A xscorded vote was taken.

In_ifavouy:

Againsts
Abstaining:

with 1 abstention (resolution 45736)¢

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentixa, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladech,
Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswans,
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Paso, Burundi,
Byslorussian Soviet Socialist Repudblic, Camerocu, Canada, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cdte d‘'Ivoire, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Deamark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia,
Germany, Ghana, Grecce, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Isrsel,
Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao Peopls’s Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arad Jamahiriya,
Liechtenstein, Luzembourg, Madagascar, Malawsi, Malaysis,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolis,
Morocco, Mosambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, Hew
Zezland, Wicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pckistan,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Saint Xitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Viacent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leona, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Scmalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swasiland, Sweden, Syrian Arad
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tangzania,
Urvguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zairs,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

United States of America
Japan

* Subsequently the delegation of Papua New Guinea advised the Secretariat
that it had intended tc vote in favour.
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Tha PRESIDENT: I shall now call on thoss representatives who wish to -
explain thaeir votss. I remind delegations that, iz accordance with General
Assembly decizion 247401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes 2nd should
be made by delagatioas from their sests.

Ms. MEMDES (Portugal): The delegation of Portugal was pleased to support
draft resoluticu A/45/L.23, which the General Assembiy has just adopted, ccacerning
the szone of peace and co~-operation of tho South Atlantic, as it has supported
similar draft resoluticns at the last two sessions of the Genmeral Assembly. As we
stated on those occesions, we recognise the important, positive trends taking place
in iatermational relstiors, lessening tonsiocns throughout the world.

In this regard, ths resoluticn cannot fail to centribute to the strengthening
of internztiomnal peace and co-operaticn and serve to promote the principles and
purpos#s of the United Nations Charter.

Portugal has always paid a great deal of attention to matters relating to the
South Atlantic, a region with which ws have longstanding historical ties and wheras
are located the vast majority of countries where Portuguese is spoken - Angola,
Brasil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau and Sao Toms and Principe - with which we
maintain close relations. In sccordance with that position, we express our
appreciation of the gereral improvements in the wording of the draft resolution.

However, as we did last year, wo should like to express our reservations about
the deficient geographical dslimitation of the area covered by the provisions of

the resolution.
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Mr. ANIGURS (France) {interprotation from Freunch): Since we have
historical links of friendship and co-operation with the States of the South
Atlantic region and since we support the efforts that have been mads tc ensure
co-operation betwesn States at the regional level, France this year voted in favour
of draft resclution A/745/L.23, as it did last year in comnection with a similar
text.
| Nevertheless, my country reiterates the reservations it has expressed to the
idea of a zone of peace of tﬁe South Atlantic, as set forth 8gain in the text
before us, These concérns relate chiefly to the uncertainty about the geographical
limits of the envisaged zone as well as to the precise nature of the obligations
incumbent upon the States involved. |

I would also recall the major importance that France has always attached to
ensuring that the creation of a 30ne of peace or » denuclearized zone in no way
does violence to the rules of international law, particularly those that apply to
the utilization of maritime and air space. In this light, hy delegation is
pParticularly pleased that a new sixth paragraph was inserted in the preamble to the
resolution,

France earnestly hopes, in a constructive spirit, that all the remaining
ambiguities will also be removed when this ageﬁda item is considered at the next
session of the General Assembly.

Mr. KENET (Israel): My delegation supportecd draft resolution A/45/L.23,
as it has always been Israel’s policy that the cause of peace and co-operation
between States is best served when baseé on a regional agreement.

However, my delegation’'s support of this resolution is subject to the position
of the Goverament of Israsel that the establishment of 2Gaes of peace and
co-operation should be the result of multilateral negotiations by the States

concerned rather than of a General Assembly resolution.
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My dslegation would also like to reiterzte and to maintain for the record the
reservations expressed in its statement in explanation of vote after the voting on
General Assembly resclution 41/11 on 27 Octobar 1986.

Mr. FRASER (Canada): Canada voted in favour of draft resolution
A/45/L.23, because we support the efforts of the international community, and in
particular the States of the South Atlantic, to promote peace and co-operation in
that important region.

One of the issues addressed in this resolution is that of the transfer and
disposal of hasardous, toxic and nuclear wastes in the South Atlantic. 1In this
regard I would note that Canada strongly supports the international régimes already
in place to controcl some of these activities. These include the regulations of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on the transboundary movement of nuclear
wastes and provisions of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Wastes and Their Disposal, as well as the London Dumping Conventieon, which
regulates the dumping of wastes st sea.

Canada‘'s vote in favour of draft resoiution A/45/L.23 is without prejudice to
our commitment to the aforementioned intsrnaticnal régimes.

Mr. STEIN (United States of America): I should like to set forth the two
reasons why the United States doas not support this resolution.

In the first instance, the United States does not support attempts to
institute an internationally recogrnized zone of peace by General Assembly
resolution. We believe that such zones of pesace can be established oanly through
multilateral negotiations by the relevant parties.

Our second concern refers to freedom of navigation. While the United States
appreciates the positive references the sponsors have made in order to address our
concerns on this matter, we note that they are only in the preumbular portion of

the resolution. Furthermors, given the territorial claims of some States in the
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region, we believe that this rssolution does not aufficiently protect the right of
innocent passage through territorial waters as esteblished by customary
international law and the law-of-the-sea negotiations.

Finally, by way of general comment, we bslieve that the work of ths United
Nations would be enhanced by the introduction of draft resolutions that focused
more closely on the issues at hand., A number of aparativs paragraphs in the text
before us deal with environmental, with social and with developmental concerns. As
they are presented, we believe they have a tenuous relatica to the councept of a
zcne of peace.

Mr. MONAGAS LESSEUR (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): My
delegatioﬁ has always supported the creation of Zones of peace in various regions
of the world and has shared the international community's view that thia
contributes to strengthening the security of the States in tkose zones and
international peace and security in general.

Venezuela, as a coastal State of the South Atlantic, into which the Orinoco
- our principal waterway - flows, is highly interested in the initiative of
designating the South Atlantic a zone comnitted exclusively to the promotiorn of
co-operation between the coastal States and other States conceraed and to the
co-ordinaéion of the efforts of States in common action fer the rsgion's peace,
security and progress.

Mr. SATOH (Japan): I wish to say a few words in explanation of my
country's abatention in the voting on the draft resolution before us.

Japan understands and supports in principle the aspirations and initistives of
the countries in the South Atlantic zone with regsard to securing peace and
promoting regional co-operation in the framework of the zono of peace and

co-opsration of the South Atlantie.
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However, Japan believes that any attempt to establish internationally
recognized zones of peace or denuclaariszed zones should be made throuch
multilateral negotiations by the parties concerned and mot simply through a General
Assembly resolution. Japan also considers that the establishment of such zones
should not run counter in any way to the rules of international law that apply in
particular to the use of maritime and air space.

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded our consicderation of agenda
item 31.
AGENDA ITEM 16
ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS
(a) ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL
(i) BLECTION OF TWELVE MEMBERS: NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL {A/45/296)

(ii) ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO FILL A CASUAL VACANCY: NOTE BY THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/45/296/Ad4.1)

(b) ELECTION OF TWENTY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR PROGRAMME AND CO-ORDINATION:
~ NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/45/297 and Add.l)

Zhe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will first proceed to the election of
12 members of the World Food Council to replace those members whose term of office
expires on 31 December 1990. After that election is completed, the Assembly will
proceed to the election of one member of the World Food Council from the Socialist
States of Eastern Europe to fill a casual vacancy brought about by the amccession of
the former German Democratic Repubiic to the Federal Republic of Germany with
effect from 3 Octcber 1990. The torm of office of the former German Demoeratic
Republic vas to expire on 31 December 1991,

In accordance with resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, the General

issembly elects the members of the World Fcod Council upon the nomination by the

Economic and Social Council.
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The nominations by the Economic and Social Council for the present election
are contained in documents A/45/296 and A/45/296/7A4d4.1.

The Assembly will now proceed to the election of 12 members of the World Food
Council,

The 12 retiring members are: Bulgaria, Canada, China, C35te 4d'Ivoire,
Indonesia, Madagascar, Mexico, Thailand, Turkey, Uruguay, the United States of
America and Zambia. In accordance with resolution 3343 (XXIX), retiring membars
are eligible for re-election.

The following States have been nocminated by the Economic and Social Couneil:
three African States for three vacancies - Gambia, Kenya and Lesotho; three Asian
States for three vacancies - Bangladesh, China and Nepal; tws Latin American States
for two vacancies - Colombia and Mexico; one Socialist State of Eastern Europe for
one vacancy - Bulgaria; three Western European and Other States for three
vacancies - Canada, Turkey and the United States of America.

The number of candidates nominated from among the African States, the Aszian
States, the Latin American and Caribbean States, the Socialist States of Eastern
Europe, and the Western European and Other States correspends to the number of
seats to be filled in each of these regions.

In accordance witn paragraph 16 of decision 34/401, the Assembly may, in
elections to subsidiary organs, dispense with secret balloting when tha numbar of
candidates correspoads to the number of seats to be filled. Accordingly, may I
take it that the Aszembly wishes to declare the States nominated by the Economic
and Social Council elected members of the World Food Council for a three-ysar term

beginning on 1 January 1991.

It was so decided.
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Zhe PRESIDERT: The Assembly will now proceed to elect one member of the
World Food Council from tho Socialist States of Eastern Europe for the unexpired
tern of office of the former German Democratic Republic. Yugoslavia has been
nominated by the Economic and Social Council.

As stated earlier, in accordance with paragraph 16 of decision 34/401, the
Assembly may, in-elections to subsidiary organs, dispense with secret balloting
when the number of candidates corresponds to the number of seats to be filled.
Accordingly, may I take it that the Assembly wishes to declare Yugoslavia elected a
member of the World Food Council for a term beginning immediately and ending on
31 December 19917 '

It was 80 dJecided.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I congratulate the States that have been elected members
of the World Food Council.

We have concluded cur consideration of sub-item (&) of ageada item 16.

We shall now turn to sub-item (b) of agenda item 16, "Election of twenty
members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination".

In accordance with General Assembly decision 42/318 of 17 December 1987, the
Assembly elects the members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordimation upon
the nomination of the Economic and Social Council.

The Assembly has before it documents A/45/297 and A/45/297/Add.1, which
contain the nominations by the Ecomomic and Social Council to £ill the vacancies in
the Committee which will occur as a result of the expiration on 31 December 1990 of
the term cof office of Austria, Bahrain, Bangaldesh, Canada, Colombia,

Cote 4'Ivoire, Cuba, Germany, India, Kenya, Mexico, Pakistan, Poland, Romania,
Rwanda, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobzgo, Uganda, the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northexn Ireland, and Yugoslavia.
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The following States have been nominated by the Economic and Social Council:
four African States for four vacancies - Burundi, Congo, Nigeria ana Ugenda; four
Asian States for four vacancies - India, Indonesia, Iraq and Pakistan; four Latin
American and Caribbean States for four vacancies - Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and
Trinidad and Tobago; five Socialist States of Eastern Europe for three vacancies -
Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Poland, Romania and the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic; five Western European and Other States for
five vacancies - Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. With regard to the Socialist States of Eastern
Europe, the reference in document A/45/2907 to the candidature of the German
Democratic Republic predates the accession of the German Democratic Republic to the
Federal Republic of Germzny and is of course no longer relavant,

The number of candidates nominated from among the African States, the Asian
States, the Latin American and Caribbean States and the Western European and Other
States corresponds to the number of seats to be filled in each of those regions.

In accordance with paragraph 16 of decision 347401, the Assembly may, in
eloctions to subsidiary organs, dispense with secret balloting wher { ‘s number of
candidates corresponds to the number of seats to be filled. Accordingly, may I
take it that the aAssembly wishes to declare thoss States nominated by the Economic
and Social Council, with the exception of the five States from the Socialist States
of Eastern Europe, elected members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordiration

for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 199172

It _was so decided.
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The PRESIDENT: The representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic has asked to be allowed to make a statement, and I now call upon him.

Mr. PASHKEVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic)(interpretation
from Russianj: I should like to inform the Assembly that, in agreement with the
delegation of the Ukrainian SSR, the Byelorussian SSR has decided to withdraw its
candidature for a seat on the Committee on Programme and Co-ordination in the
present elections in favour of the Ukrainian SSR.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet
Sociulist Republic for his co-operation.

Members have heard the statement of the representative of the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic. There are nocw four candidates from the Socialist States
of Eastern Europe for three seats on the Committee on Programme and Co-ordination -
namely, Bulgaria, Poland, Romania and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.
Since the number of candidates from the Socialist States of Eastern Europe still
does not correspond to the number of seats to be filled from that region, we shall
have to proceed to a secret ballot.

Ballot papers marked "D," indicating that three States are to be elected from
the Socialist States of Eastern Europe, are being distributed. In view of the
withdrawal of one candidate, only the following four States nominated by the
Eccnomic and Social Council are eligible: Bulgaria, Poland, Romania and the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republie. I should like to stress that the names of
only three of those States should be written on the Lallot papers.

In accordance with the rules of procedure, the States receiving the largest
number of votes, and not less than the majority required, will be declared elected.

I request representatives to use only the ballot papers that are being

distributed and to write on them the names of the three States for which they wish
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to vote. Ballot papers containing more than three names will be declarsd invalid.

Names of ineligible States appearing on a ballot paper will not be counted at all.
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Ihe PRESIDENT: The result of the voting is as follows:

Number of bailot papers: 151
Number of invalid ballotss )
Numbex of vzlid ballots: 151
Abstentions: 0
Number of members votings 151
Required majority: 76
Number of votes obtaived:
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 118
Poland 115
Bulgaria 106
Romania 101

iLe PRESIDENY: I congratulate the States that have been electad members
of the Committes for Programme and Co-ordination, and thank the tellers for their
assistance.
We have coucluded our consideration of sub-item (b) of agenda item 16.

AGENDA ITEN 7 (continued)

NOTIFICATION BY THE SECRETARY-GEWERAL UNDER ARTICLE 12, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE CHARTER
OF THE UNITED NATIONS: KNOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL {A/45/501)

ibe PRESIDENT: The General Agsanbly has before it a note by the
Secretary-General, distributed under the symbol A/45/501.
May I take it that the Gereral Assembly decides to take note of this document?
It was 30 docided.
Ibhe PRESIDENT: We have concluded our considsration of agenda item 7.
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PROGRAMME OF NORX
Ihe PRESIDENT: I have to make an announcement with regard te the
tentative programme of work for the rest of November and the beginning of December.

On Wednesday, 28 November, in the afternoon, the Assembly will take up all the
reports of the Sixth Committee.

On Thursday, 29 November, in the afternoon, the Assembly, as has already been
announced, will begin consideration of agenda item 23, "Question of Palestina".

On Monday, 3 December, in the aftsrnoon, the Assembly will taks up the reports
of the First Committee on agenda items 45 to 60, 62 to 66 and 155, relating to
disarmament.

On Tuesday, 4 December, in the morning, the Assembly wiil begin consideration
of agenda item 34, “"Policies of apartheid of the Govarament of South Africa", which
was originally scheduied to begin in the afterncon of Monday, 3 Decembor.

On Thursday, 6 December, in the afternoon, the Assenbly will begin
consideration of agenda item 35, “The situation in the Middle East", inatead of in
the morning of that day, as originally scheduled.

Agenda item 11, "Report of the Security Council®, which was originally
scheduled for consideration on Friday, 7 December, in the moraning, will be taken up
instead on the afternoon of the same day, after agenda item 35.

On Monday, 10 December, in the morning, the Assembly will take up the
remaining reports of the Pirst Committee. It will aiso coasider sgenda item 117,
“Review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the
United Natioms",

On Tuesday, 11 December, in the morning, the Assembly will consider agenda

item 33, “Law of the sea".
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I hope that during the course of the week beginning 10 December the Assembly

will be in a position to take up the remaining agenda items and Committee reports.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.





