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This valiant Palestinian intifadah has been met with complete support at the

Arab level and complete sympathy at the international level, reflected in the

increased recognition by the international community for the legitimate rights of

the Palestinians, and the redoubling of its efforts to resolve this question in a

just and comprehensive way that would restore the usurped rights to its lawful

owners, foremost of which is the right to self-determination, and to establish an

independent State on the sacred soil of Palestine.

We should not ignore an important fact, namely, that the Palestinian people,

which has made all these sacrifices and made the significant concessions reflected

in the resolutions of the National Palestinian Council, did not make those

sacrifices and concessions gratuitously. It made them for the sake of a peaceful

settlement that could be achieved through the convening of an international

conference on peace in the Middle East, with the participation of the five

permanent members of the Security Council, as well as all the parties to the

conflict, inclUding the Palestinian State on an equal footing.

However, all those initiatives have been met with obdurate rejection on the

part of Israel. This rejection took the form of the proposal by the Government of

Shamir to organize elections with a view to circumventing the resolutions of the

United Nations and hoodwinking international public opinion. The evidence is that

this proposal was nothing more than a prevarication and a dilatory tactic to

implement the design of expansion and annexation. What we see today is nothing but

a realization of expansionist ambitions.

Israel has exploited the diversion of the world's attention to the Gulf crisis

to bring in tens of thousands of Jewish immigrants for settlement in the occupied

territories where it goes on building new settlements, regardless of its promises

not to do so.
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