UNITED A

NATIONS

g’ \ General Assembly
' PROVISIONAL

)

A/45/PV.53
13 December 1990

ENGLISH

Forty-fifth session

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD OF THE FIFTY-THIRD MEETING

Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Monday, 3 December 1990, at 3 p.m,

President: Mr. de MARCO (Malta)
later: Mr. SARDENBERG (Brazil)
(Vice-President)
later: Mx. de MARCO (Malta)
{President)

- Tribute to Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pandit, President of the General Assembly
at its eighth session

- Question of Palestine [23] {continued)

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People

(b) Report of the Secretary-General

(c) Draft resolutions

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English angd
interpretations of speeches in the other languages. The finai text will be printed

in the Qfficial Records of the General Assembly.

Corrections should be Submitted to original speeches only. They should be
sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concerned, within one week,
to the Chief, Official Records Editing Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2-750, 2 United Nations Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

90-64388/A 3622V (E) r



AE/pc A/45/PV,.53
2

The meeting was called to order at 3,30 p.n,

TRIBUTE TO MRS. VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT, PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS
EIGHTH SESSION

The PRESIDENT: I have to draw the attention of members to the sad news
of the death of Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pandit, who was President of the General
Assembly at its eighth session, in 1953.

0a behalf of the General Assembly I should like to convey tc the members of
Mrs. Pandit's family and to the Government and people of India our deepest and most
heartfelt condolences.

Mrs. Pandit's association with the United Nations went back te its creation.
She led the unofficial Indian delegation to the San Francisco Conference in 1945,
and in 1953 she was elected President of the United Nations General Assembly, the
first woman to hold that office.

She was a woman of high ideals, and she was prepared toc suffer for them. Long
years in prison served only to increase her determination to achieve the
independence of her country, India, which she later served with such great
distinction in the intermational field.

I invite representatives to stand and observe a minute of silence in tribute
to the memory of Mrs. Pandit.

Ihe members of the General Assembly observed a minute of silence.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the represeatative o.. India.

Mr. VAJPAYEE (India): Mr. President, my delegation deeply appreciates
your kind words of condclence and tribute on the sad demise of
Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pandit.
Mrs. Pandit was one of the most eminent fiqures in Indian political and
diplomatic life. As you, Sir, have pointed out, her association with the United

Nations went back to the origins of the world body. Besides her presidency of the
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General Assembly, she was closely associated with various cther United Nations
bodies, notably in the social field.

Mrs. Pandit was a committed internationalist, in her belief that when naticas
of the world got together to promote nobls objectives success attended their
efforts. Her role as the first woman Presidont of the Genoral Asazembly was a
reflection of her abiding faith in the United Nations.

I had the privilege and homour of working with Mrs. Pandit. She was a
charming, courageous and able person,

As you have said, Mrs. Pandit fought for the freedom of our country. She vas
behind bars for many years, and she “ost her husband when he was in prison. After
the achievement of independence she devoted herself to its consolidation and to
projecting India's views in the international field.

We moura the passing of Mrs. Vijayalskshmi Pandit. Ia its bereavement my
country draws sclace from the Genaral Assembly's commemorstion ¢ kar today. I
ghould like, on bahalf of tho paople of India, to thank you, Mr. Fresident, and all

delegations for the homage thet hass been paid to the departed soul.
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AGENDA ITEM 23 (continusd)
QUESTION O PALESTINE

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITIEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTIS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (A/45/33 and Corr.l)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/45/709)
(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/45/L.24 to A/45/L.28)
Mr. ABDUL GHAFFAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic):s Por more than

40 yetrs now thoss who sesx peace in the Middls East have yearned for a giismer of
hope that a soiution to the Palsstinian-Israeli conflict may be found. As & result
of the onding of the cold war between East and West new hope has besen bora ia the
breasts of optimists, but Irag‘'s aggrossion against Kuwai: has stifled that hope
and sent alarming eignals to the possimists, who do not see on the horisen any sign
of psace or stability in the Arab world.

In spite of all the complexities of the international syeétem and itg effeoct on
the Palestinian struggle for frasdom and justice, the Palestinian question, with
all its complex olements and thorny dimensions cannot be probed or interprotad

either cptimistically or pessimistically.
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Any thoughtful obsarver of the changing Palastinisn-Israsli conflict will discover
that the liberation thinking of the Palestinian and the idsology of the Zionist,
l1ike parallel lines, can never converge, since they are sepsrated by a chasm of
antitheses and coatradictions which give no indication that Arab-Israeli crises and
wers have lod to & maturity that would lead to a perspective of peace conducive to
an acceptabla setilemant.

Por four decades, Palestinian political thinking in our tims has gone through
three basic phages:

First, the phase of advocating the liberation of the waole territory of
Palestine to undo the injustice and displacement meted out to the Palestinisn
people in 1948. This phase covered the ysars from 1964 to 1963.

Sscondly, the phase of the call to ©~“ablish a secular, democratic State.
This lasted from 1969 tz 1973. |

Thirdly, the phase of accepting the concept of a solution based on the
ezteblishment of two States, one Paleastinien snd ons Isrsell, which bagar in 197¢.

These three phases have gone through long gestation periods, repiaste with
suffering, cppression, killing, and the displacement of Palestinians, of huian
beings whose ardour for struggle has not besa extinguished and whose visceral
spirit of doflance lives on. |

The last phase reached its culmination in the 19th session of the Palestinien
Naticnal Council, held in Algeria from 12 to 15 November 1988, whick endorsed
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) snd 338 (1973) and accepted the right of
Israel to exist. The sympathisers and supporters of Iscrasl have constently
demanded that the Psleatine Liberation Organization (PLO) should affirm three bagic
principles as a price for recognition of the Organization as the lsgitinate
representative of the Palestinian Pacple. Thoss principles are: first,

recognition of the right of Israzel to exist; second, acceptence of s peaceful
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solution based on Security Council resolutions 262 (1967) and 338 (1973); and,
third, renunciation of terrorism. The PLO's daclaration of its acceptance of these
principles has led to recoguition of the iadependent Palestinian State by over 100
States.

In the wake of these dsvelopmants, some thought that since Israsl has had its
basic demands mot, the road to the percsful sattlement of the Palestinian question
should be opsn. WNevertheless, the dovelopmeints in the Palestinisn arena quickly
sexpesad the falsity of Israsl’s claims that it is a peace-loving country. Worid
public cpinion has now been coavinced that Igrasl totally refuses to recognize the
right to sslf-determination of the Palestinian pecple or to racognise the PLO as a
nationalist movement which is struggling te set up az indepandent Palestinian
State. It has now becoms crystal clear that when Zionism accepted Ganeral Assembly
resolution 181 (IX), which partitioned Pzlestine into two Statee, one Arad and one
Jewish, it did so only tc pave the vay for its admission to the u;itcd Hations,
vhich did indeed confer legitimacy onm the Jewish Stats.

Zionist thinking today shows a lack of consistency and harmony with political
reality. Jt confronts the peaceful Palestinian orientation with eithor eoxtraeme
intransigence or with tiny crumbs of atteantion charscterized by some moderation;
this shows up the undercurrents in Isrssli society, both poliiticsl and social,
which have led to a philesophy of complete irrationality and the paralysis of
Zionism‘'s decision-making.

This indecisiveness in Israsli phiio-ophy hag manifested itself irn two besic
currents in Israell society. The first of those two currents is politically aand
intellectually inspired by aythology and isgends. It calls for the establisument
of Greatar Israel, in the words of Yitsak Shamir, the Prime Minister of Israel,

from the sea to the river, thst is, from the Mediterrancan Sca to the river Jordan,
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by expelling the Palestinians from the occupied territories and replacing them with
Jewish settlers from the Soviet Union and other couantries.

The second current reflects an awarensss that the matter of the occupied
Palestinian territories must be decided, because these are segments in Isrseli
society which have begun to realisze that the fact that the Palestinian jptifadah
has coantinued unabated for three ysars, leaves no room for doubt that it will be
difficult for Israel to maintain its occupation of Palestinian land and to continue
using terror and repression, espscially since the Palestinians in Israel, the West
Bank and Gaza now number three million, whereas the total number of Jews iz three
and a half million.

The moderate Israsli faction believes it is possible to achieve a peace bassd
on the principle of two cultures coexisting side by side.

Profassor Yehoshafat Harkabi of the Hebrew University believes that this can be
achigved if a clear distinction is drawn between political reality and idsology.
There is no doubt that the Palestinian Hational Council, which represeantsa the
different currents of thought within the Palestinian Pecple, and the leadership of
the FLO have succeeded in regolving this issue by finding some harmony and
congruence between theory and practice.

Some Israeli thinkers and poiiticians look upon the jntifzdah in a manner
which does not distinguish batween idsolcgy and political reality ard ssek to
annihilate the Palestinian people in the West Bank by the most vicious means, such
a8 massacres and collective expulasions. I quote Yaiz Tzaban, member of Mapam, who

said th¢ Zollowing on the floor of the Xnesset, on 26 January 1989:
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“I don't sleep well at night bacause of my worry that if we let things go
on at this pace - political hardening and brutalization, reprassion, and
escalation of the intifadah - it follows that wo will find ourselves in more
and more difficult situations, and we may very aoo# see developments which
will end in mass killings, and it is necessary to say this from this
platform. We have alrveady ssen things in the world, and if this happens, the
splits among us will go rvight down to the root. Israeli soclety will be tern
apart... “

(apoke in Arabic)

My other quotation is from aa interview with Professor Amos Funkenstein, head
of the philosophy department at Tel Aviv University, whick was published in the
Isrseli newspaper Ha'aretz on 9 December 1988. In that interview,

Professor Funkemstein tried to compare the situation of the Palestinian pecple
suffering under the yoke of Israeli occupatiom with the situation of the Jows in

Germany betwoen 1933 and 1940:
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(apoke in Euglish)

"Between 1933 and 1937, up to the Eristallnacht, the gituation of Jews in
Germany was in some réspect better them that of ths Arabs in the te;ritories.
In other respacts, their condition was worse, but overail, the resemblance is
remarkable., In the firgt piace, both Jews in Germany and the Palestinians in
the territories were ‘subjects’ denied citizenship. Still, the Jews of
Germany had at that time more lawful options they could pursue than the
inhabitants of the territories. A Jew there in 1935 diad not fasl totaliy
outlawed. Only in 1938 Adid the Nazis break into their homes amd stage pogroms
on the acale razembling ours. Generally, it was harder than here to subvert
the lagal order in Germeny. The Nazis had to contend with the legacy of the
Weimar Republic, snd it took saveral years to destroy it. It is true that
Germany in the end exterminated the Jews. But this became an actual policy
only in 1940, under the ssemingly apocalyptic conditions of ‘total war'. It
is also true that the Jews of Germany never resisted and never started civil
revolt. They were peaceful citizens, well-intsegrated into Germesn society.
Their °‘problem’ exzisted only in anti-Semitic minds ... It occurred to nobody
that elderly Arabs ordered to rémove the roadblocks from the stresets are like
the Jews of Vienna, whom the KNazis right after entering the city forced to
sweep the snow ..,

“[Israel] is a society that feeis threatened and develops paranoias.
Here the analogy with Germa# soclety after Versailles is striking. The talk
about °‘the whols world [(being] against us' or about ‘'being stabbed in the

back' was customary there,*“
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We £ind the words of this professcr, who describes himself as an ardent Zionist, to
be an indicatiom of the possibility that Israel may resort to massive expulsion of
Palestinians from their homeland.

One can conclude f£rom the foregoing that the reasor why the Palestinian
question has remained unresolved is not due to the lack of a mechanism or
arrangements for a peaceful settlement, but to Zionism's rejection - Zicnism, which
is the ideology of the Jewish State - of peace and recogrition of the right of the
Palestinian pedple to self-dstermination.

Mr. AL-NI'MAH (Qatar) (interpretatior from Arabic): At the outsst, Sir,
I wish to congratulate you on your well-deserved election to the presidency of the
present session of the General Assembly. We 2re overjoyed to see you, &
representative of a country that has many bonds of proximity, heritage and history
with the whole Arab nation, presiding over the General Assembly.

We also wish to extend our thanks and appreciation to the Chairperason of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalicnable Rights of the Palestinian People,

Mrh. Diallo, and to all the members of the Committes for their indefatigable
efforts to present a report that reflects the actual facts. The Committee's report
to the Assembly is lucid, thought-provoking and replste with worthy and courageous
ideas. The Committee has performed its task in regard to the exercise of the
inalienable rights of the Palestianian people through its investigations and the
information it preovides world wide. We wish to commend the Committee on its
report, particularly since it has been transmitted to tho Ceneral Assombly uader
such difficult circumstances as those now afflicting our Arab nation in general and
the Palestinian causs in particular.

If I were asked to describe the atmosphere of this and the previous session of

the General Assembly. I would call it a dormant volcano, after the uphsavals and



JEM/ck A/45/PV.53
13

(Mr, Al-Ni‘'Msh, Qatar)
turbulence it witnessed during the last decade as a result of the tension between
the cempeting countries and blocs, the regional conflicts and the civil wars that
distracted the attention of the whole world and wasted many of its rescurces.

Hewever, the intensity of those conflicts is on the wane; tensions have esased
and harmony has prevailed. Those who were adversaries yesterday, have come
together now. They seek co-operation and pursue a policy of peace and security.
We have witnessed this in many parts of the world, except the Middle East. Only
the Middle East that has been deprived of the blessings of peace and tranquillity.

In addition to the question of Pale;tine, on whose shores all attempts at
reaching a settlement have been dashed, we have been affiicted by an act of
aggression against an Arab country by another Arab country. The invaders have thus
been driven by instinet and intoxicated by their own perceptions. Instead of
saving their efforts to rescue Palestine, they have invaded a small sisterly
country. The result has been increased tension in our rogion and more complexity
in problems which are complicated enough.

We have seen many problems in the past few yYears well on the way to being
resolved; some after a few years of conflict and others after many years of
conflict equal to that of the Palestinian problem, Regardless of the reasons that
contributed to their resclution, there is no doubt that the climate of
international détente and the improved international relations between the
competing blocs and adversaries greatly contributed to their solution.

The hope was that the Palestinian question would be affected by this
favourable climate and that it would forge ahead towards a compreheasive, peaceful
and permanent settlement. However, this 4did not take place because of Israel's

persistence in pursuing its policy of rejection, arrogance and intransigence, and
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the use of sheer brute force in order to suppress the resistance of the Palestinian
people, as embodied ir its valiant jintifadah against the humiliation and indignity
of the continued occupation.

The Palestinian people has not rebelled only against the policy of brute force
and destructica pursued by the occupation forces in its territory, but alse in
defence of its legitimate rights, &s recognized by the international commu:: oy in
the resolutions of the General Assembly, such as the right. to self-determination,
the right of return, the right to end the occupation, the right to establish an
independent. Palestinian State, and the right to exercise all its inalienable
rights.

The valiant and courageous jntifadsh of the Palestinian people, that has now
entered its fourth year, whose flames are still burning bright, degpite the heavy
price paid by the hundreds of martyrs who have fallen arnd the tens of thousands who
have besn injured or detained. The intifadah continues despite brutal force,
oppression, the demolition of houses, the displacement of citizems, the closure of
universities and schcols, the expulsion of scores of people f£rom their own homes,
in implementation of the policy of collective punishment pursued by the Israeli

occupation authorities.
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This valiant Palestinian intifadah has been met with complete support at the
arab level and complete sympathy at the international level, reflected in the
increased recognition by the international community for the legitimate rights of
the Palestinians, and the redoubling of its efforts to resolve this question in a
just and comprehensive way that would restore the usurped rights to its lawful
owners, foremost of which is the right to self-determination, and to establish an
independent State on the sacred soil of Palestine.

We should not ignore an important fact, namely, that the Palestinian people,
wvhich has made all these sacrifices and made the significant concessions reflected
in the resolutions of the National Palestinian Council, did not make those
sacrifices and concessions gratuitously. It made them for the sake of a peaceful
settlement that could be achieved through the convening of an international
conference on peace in the Middle East, with the participation of the five
permanent members of the Security Council, as well as all the parties to the
conflict, including the Palestinian State on an equal footing.

However, all those initiatives have been met with obdurate rejection on the
part of Israel. This rejection took the form of the proposal by the Government of
Shamir to organize elections with a view to circumventing the resolutions of the
United Nations and hoodwinking international public opinion. The evidence is that
this proposal was nothing more than a prevarication and a dilatory tactic to
implement the design of expansion and annexation. What we see today is nothing but
3 realization of expansionist ambitionms.

Israel has exploited the diversion of the world's attention to the Gulf crisis
to bring in tens of thousands of Jewish immigrants for settlement in the occupied
territories where it goes on building new settlements, regardless of its promises

not to do so.
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These serious developments take place on the heels of each other in our region
in various forms that arouse concern. The dialogue that startad bstween the
Palestinians and the Uaited States of America was halted a few months ago under the
pretext of an operation that was allsgedly carried out by a Palestinian gzoup on
the Israeli coast, and was condemned by the PLO. The peace process which was
supposed to continue tc move, albeit rather slowly, towards a new phase, has baen
frozen. No one knows when the momeatum of that peace process will be resumad.

This is the kind of silent diplomacy which they have often advocated and which
has led to nothing but paralysis and sterility.

_His Royal Highness the Emir and head of State of Qatar in his statement to the
Committee on the Exarcise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Pecple. on
the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinizn People, on
29 November, referre@ to the persistence of Israel in riding roughshed over the
will of the international community:

“Israel has rejected the implementation of the resolution unanimously
adopted by the Security Council after the pogrom of Al Quds, to the effect of
sending a fact-fiading mission from the United Nations and considering
providing protection tc the Palestinians. This is ample evidence, and an
additional one, as toc the arrogance and the parasistence of Israel to achieve
the Judaization of the sacred city in violation of the Fourth Genava
Convention and the relevant resolutions adopted by both the Security Council
and the General Assembly. that prohibit any gecgraphical or demographic change
in theée occupied territories, imcluding Al Quds al-Sharveef. It is self-evident
also that because of the special status of Al Quds in the heart of all Muslims
in the world, its status should be strictly defined in accordance with these
internationzl resolutions. This is one of the main bases for resolving the

Arab-Igrseli conflict.”
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The events of the past few years did not lead to any viable solution to the
Palestinian problem. The silent diplomacy continues merrily on its path of silence
and the blessed intifadah enters its fourth year, while the Israeli authorities go
on repressing the jintifadah and the Palestinian people, undeterred.

The avents of 8 October were but a telling proof that Israel's stance aims at
obstructing any reasonable solution that may lead to progress towards negotiation
and an acceptable settlement.

Are we to conclude, after aill this, that the international community has
exhausted all the means at its disposal? In the meantime we share the pessimiastic
view of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
Paople that the present deadlock iz bound to exacerbate the situation and encourage
acts of violence and extremism. We alsc share the Committae's conclusion that the
Assembly, vig-3-vis the current paralysis of the psace process today, should
consider the necessary measuruos to convene an international peace conference on the
Middle East, and should reaew the mandate of the Secretary-General to pursue his
efforts with the parties concerned, in consultation with the Security Couneil, in
order to facilitate the convening of the said conference.

The permanent members of the Security Council, provided they have the
political will, can work within the framework of the Council to address the
important issues relating to the establishment of international peace and
security. They can, on this basis, Geal with the significant issues concerning the
Palestinian question in a speedy manner with a view to reaching a psrmanent and
just solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

My delegation salutes from this rostrum, the struggle of the Palestinian
people and its valiant jptifadah. We are confident that this people will continue

to resist the occupation and will continue to reject the humiliation resulting from
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the practices of the occupation authorities. Israel has to realize that the time
has come to change its policy, heed the realities of the situation and respond to
the will of the international community, ss embodied in the nunerous resclutions
adopted by the General Assembly and the Sscurity Council on the rights of the
Palestinian pecple.

The march of the Pziestinian people continues. Daily, that couragecus people
makes sacrifices and the blcod of its children a2ppeals to this august intervational
forum to be the arbiter, to put an end to Israel's arrogance and to compel Israel
to comply with the decisions of the intermational community, with the will to
uphold right arnd justice, so that the rights of the Palestinian psople may be
recovered, to returm to its homeland and build its independent State on the sacred

scil of Palestine.
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Mi. RENDYAMA (Algeria) {interpratation from French)s Nesver since ths end
of the Second World War have the pPeoplea of the werld placed so much hope on the
premises of what is being callsd a new order, one bassd on disarmament, on the
relaxation of tensions and, above all, on the restoration of tho rule of law,
respect for human dignity and the restoration of freedom overywhere.

In fact, certain hopes for the indivisibility of peace and law wera
warranted. The presence among us at this session of the representatives of the
independent Namibian pcople is the most eloquent eXf....d. A3 in the caze of
Namibia, other peoples hope to be able to know peace and fizally to be able to
exercise th2 basic right of freely choosing their own futurs: that is a basic
choice which has so obstinately boen denied to the Palestinian people for 40 years,

From this standpoint the steadfast reaction of the interrational community to
the recent events in the Gulf could in itsolf become a source of encouragensnt for
these peoples, provided that this same reaction ensues where it should have
occurred loag ago - that is to sy, in Pelestine, whers the subjugation of an
eatire nation hes been and remains so abhorrent.

For once - and, we hope, for all time - the international community hes showm
& unanimous resolve tc make the rule of law and the principles enshrirved in the
United Nations Charter prevail. It wiil 00 longer be able to apply tke principlos
of internationsl law according to changes of interest or circumstance without
undermining the credibility of its current action.

For the first time the Palestinian Peopie can cxpect that the custom of
faits accomplis - of which it has been the victim - will bscome an unaceeptable
postulate for the international community. The intermaticnal community will no
longer indefinitely postpons the urgent action it deems recessary, ner the
implementation of the means it has decrecd as imperative for situations that 8re,

after all, comparabls,
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For more than four decades the question of Palastine has been zeen in its
different aspects as a coustant challengo to tha internatiomal comsurity. To the
tragedy of the criginal spolistion has beer added the sufferings of occupationm,
with its irevitable corollary of relentloas deprivation.

The lands, the possessions, the freedoms and sven ths very lives of
Palestinians are the targets of this policy of disposzsession, in ordecr the bstter
to indicate the absolute denial of the existence of the Palestinian people, of its
human rights and, of course, its right to its own homeland. Of courss, the
Palestinian people have risen up against this policy and continue to oppose it
admirably. Whatever it costs them in suffering and sscrifices - and whatover it
will no doubt cost them in the future - the Palestinian pesople have nover faltered
in their resistance to this dispossession. This resistance, which is heroie
because of its ccurage and tenacious because of its constancy, is one of its most
striking victories, for in this very forum, where the imitial usurpztion was
endorsed, it is now almost unanimously recognized that the question of Pslssting is
exclusively one of satisfying the nationzl aspirations of the Palestinian peoplas.
And it is doubtless the sstablishment of the Palestinian State on its own land that
combines all the elamsnts of the guestion, and that iz what we must reaffirm once
again.

In Palestine there is an Arab psople which each dsy gives proof of its
devotion to its land by a constant struggle sgainst the yoke of dominatiom. This
is a fact that has never been denied throughout its history and that comtinues
today with tke intifadah. That thousands of Palestinians, mestly children, should
defy the bullets of the occupation forces and of the settlers, in a daily struggle
for their right to fraeedom, is living proof of their love for their amcestral land,

the undying legacy of successive generations of Palestinians.



NS§/pc A/745/PV.53
23

(Mx._Bendjane, Algexis)

On the other hand, the reaction of the Israeli occupier to the jatifadsh the
excezsive meons used, the inhuman practices and the constent exorbitant demands are
the best proof of the irreversibla goal of the fait accoxpli that the Israeli
occupler seaks to attain.

These terrible pictures that daily come to us from the occupied territories
not only arouse indigustion and strong feelings; every one of thsw is an appeal to
our counscience. Bvery Palsstinian who iz killed is yet another wound for us; every
child brought down by Zionist bullets makes justice an orphan.

Given this situatioa, the lack of resction in ceaformity with the priacipies
of law enshrizned in the Chacter encourages more brutality and more terror agsinst
the Palestinian psople. That iz how the Isrzeli réGine hos always interpreted it.

The complete and remarkably relevant report of the Committae on the EBxercize
of the Inaliensble Righta of th. Palestinizn Pecple cleariy refiects the
dsterioration of the situation in the occupied territories a2md the continued
escalation of represcion ageinst the Palestinian pecple. Every paragraph is an
overvielming indictment proving that there is not a single provisica, not 2 single
clause of the main international legal instruments that has not been trampled
underfoot by the occupation authorities. The United Eations Charter, tha Univarsal
Deciaration of Human Rights, the Fourth Gensva Convantion, even Security Coumcil
resolutions which ware adopted unanimously - every single one of the® hags beeaz
flagrantiy and errogsantly violated. Whet is more, the occupation régime has not
even bothered to hidec or mask ths violaticns.

But the internationsl coemunity has witnessad Igrasel‘'s rejoection of
resolutions 672 (1990) and 673 (1990), which were recently adopted by the Security
Council. Only .. few days after publication of the Secretary-General‘s report on

the protection of civilians in the occupied tezritories, in the aftermath of the
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horrible crime of Al-Haram Al-Shareef, the Prime Minister of the Israslii régime
affirmed, on 19 Kovember. that he was

“committed to preserving °‘Erstz Isrzel’ from ths Mediterrancan Sea to the

Jordan™ - I repest “from the Mediterransan Sea to the Jordan" - “for the

banefit of future generations and massive immigration®,

That i3 what the voices of suthority of the Zionist régime affirm without any
sense of decency. Hence the international community is once again summoned to
react, for disapprovel alcne has never bsen and will never be enough.

The denial of the existence of the Palestinian people in demonstrated mot only
by tho aystumatic violations of its fundsmvental rights aud by the pillage of its
economic ragourcee and itg property and by excessive demends; thers is now the
incressing scales of changes in the Aradb identity ard the dsmographic character of
Palestine. To expulsion, benishment and the dynamiting of homes - all current
practices - there has beon added, for ona year now, a maszive immigration of Jews

coming mainly from the Soviet Union.
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What is called the “"Great Aliyah" is presented to us asz an epic movement, but
we are not told that it tskas place at the expense of a psople whose right to exist
is denied and whose ancestral land is colonized. And how can one disregard the
inherent unfairness of references to the right to live in the country of cne's
choice when the vary right of return of hundreds of thousands of Palegtinians - who
are called refugees and displaced persons but whe have in fact been chezsed from
their land ever since 1948 - is described by some as "uarealistic"?

The Pelestinian people, through its iptifadah, has brought a new dimemsion to
our debate and to the urgsacy of sosking a sstilemsnt tc the question of Pelestize,
which is and will remain the core of the Middle East confliet. The iptifadah has
provided proof that the occupationm, the atatus quo, will never be accepted and that
the fact of a Palestinian mation will not go away.

All the attempts to achiove a settleoment that have besn made so far have
falled precisely because they have not taken that essential aspect into account.
The Palestine question cannot be solved without tho participation of the main
victim of the conflict - the Palestinian people and the only repressntative it has
chosen: the Palestine Liberation Organization. A settlement of the Palestire
quegtion is inconceivable if the naticnal aspiratiocns of ths Palestinian people are
not mat; this means recogunizing its right to establish its own State on its own
land ané Isreeli withdrawal from all the occupied Arab territories.

The General Assembily was not mistaksn when it messively affirmed its support
for the principle of the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
Middle 2ost, under United Nations auspices and with the participation of all the
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberationm Crganization, the sole and
authentic representative of the Palestinian people. It now only remains for the
Security Council, which ahould take advantage of itz regained unanimity, to embark

resclutely on preparing for the convening of the Conference.
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This new debate on the gquestion of Palestine constitutes in the present
circumstances in the Middle East a new test for the international community, given
the dsterioration of the situation in the occupied territories and the absence of
any real prospects of a pemceful settlement of the Middle East conflict,

The United Naticns and first and foremost the Security Council can make a
crucial contribution to ths building of a peace that can only be indivisible. For
our part, we venture to hope that they will do justice to the Palestinian peogple,
who have endured such a painful wait for justice.

Mr. BURAVKIN (Byelorussian Soviet Sccialist Republic) (interpretation
from Russian): During the present session of the General Asszembly several
references have besn made - and rightly - to the advent of a rew era of
internationsl relations and to the pesitive changas that have occurred, with their
encouraging prospects for a sélution of the many problems now facing mankind. This
relates in particular to a sattlement of regional crises and conflicts by political
means, and in our view unpracedented progress has been achieved in that sphere.
Unfortunately, that is not true of the Arab-Israeli conflict, where the key problem
is the need to implement the inalienable naticnal rights of the Palestinian people,
including its right to self-determinatiom and independence.

The problem of Palestine remains beyond the reach of these positive trends and
beyond the framework of peaceful processes, as is proved by the report (A/45/35 and
Corr.1l) of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People and other documents, and also by the statements of many

representatives during the present debate.
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A statement by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops (USA) emphasizes
that

“What is not open to debate is the need to move forward in the Middle

East peace process. The status quo is untenable for the peoples of ths Middle

East and the broader world community. The method of progress must be

dialogue - it is the tested alternative to violence." (A/45/86. annex I,

Pe 12)

However, today the path to a comprehensive settlement of the Palestine
question and of the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole is being blocked by Israel's
continued occupation of the Arab territories and its refusal to recognize the
unconditional requirement of guaranteeing human rights and to ensure the exercise
by the Palestinians of their right to self-determination and to establish their
independent State.

The Israeli occupation authorities, in their attempts to crush the iptifadah,
continus ¢o rasort to harsh measures, including collective punishments. Hundreds
of Palestinians have bsen killed and thousands of innocent, peaceful inhabitants
are suffezing from gunshot wounds and have been subjected to beatings. We are
particularly concerned that many old people, women and childrer are among the dead
anéd wounded.

The gross viclations of the rights of the Palestinians have evolved into a
widesspread system of measures aimed at undermining the very existence of the Arab
Falestinian people as a cultural, economic and ethnic community. This is
dsmonstrated by the confiscation of land and property, the establishment of Israeli

settlements, the militarization of the occupied areas and the mass arrests.
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Tel Aviv's policy towards the Arab population in the occupied territories is
in obvious contradictioa to generally recognized norms of international law and
above all to the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War of August 12, 1949, to the United Nations Charter and to
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council. It is not a mere
coincidence that this year alone the Security Courcil has considered this issue at
several meatings and has adopted, inter alia, resolutions 672 (1990) ana

673 (1990). But Israel is ignoring these resolutions too.
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Many statements here have already emphasized that a broad political basze has
been established for a comprehensive, lasting and just Middle Sast settlement. It
consists. in the readiness of the Palestine Liberaticn Organization (PLO) to eater
into negotiations with Israel within the framework of an internatiomal confereace,
on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), the
intention of the Palestinian people to coexist with Israsl in conditions of peace
and sscurity an@ the PLO's condemmation of terrorism in all its forms. To that we
should add the virtual consensus on the convening of an intermational peace
conference on the Middle East.

The time has come to break the political and diplomatic deadlock in settling
the Middle East problem and resolving its key issue, the Palestinian problem. Here
tec, in our view, the Security Council must pPlay a unique role, taking into account
its experience, which demonstrates that, given the political will, it can achieve
consensus on issues concerning the maintenance of international peace and
security. The Security Council must show the same cousistency in adopting
effective, practical measures to solve the Palestinian problem as it has shown over
Iraq’'s aggression against Kuwait.

We of course recall that the United Nations has made &2 significant
contribution to the search for ways and means to solve the question of Palestine.
As a result of its efforts many resolutions have baen adopted laying down the
legal, political and humanitarian basis for a Middle Zast settliement thet takes
into account the legitimate interests of the people of Palestine,

The delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic favours the
immediate beginning of effective multilateral contacts to establish a pasace process
and the convening of an international conference to discuss a Middle East

settlement providing for the total withdrawal of Israeii troops from all the
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territories they have occupied since 1967 and the exarcise by the Arab people of
Palestine of its inalisnable right to enjoy self-determination and to establish its
own independent State, as well as ensuring the rights of all States of the region
to free developmeﬁt and existence. Of course,ball the interested parties,
including the PLO, must participate in such a conference.

In conclusion, the delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
would like to note the considerable work carried out by the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and to express our
gratitu@e to its Chairman, Ambassador Diallc.

Mr. MUMBENGEGWI (Zimbabwe): Two months ago, when my Head of State
addressed the Assembly, Zimbabwe had the opportunity to offer you, Sir, its
congretulations upon your election to preside over the Genarai Assembly at its
forty-fifth session. I cannot fail, however, in my maiden statement here to let
you know of my delegation's total satisfaction with the efficient and effective
manner in which you have q: .ded cur work., It is already certain that the General
Assembly at its forty-fifth session will complete its agenda with great success,

I must state at the very outset that it is with a sense of profound
frustration that Zimbabwe is participating in the preseat debate on the question of
Palestine. The Secretary-General's report (2/45/702) and the report of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people
(A/45/35 and Corr.l) once again bear distressing news.%

Efforts to break the impasse over the Middle East peace process since the
forty-fourth session have yielded no positive results. There iz not sufficient
agreement either within the Security Council or among the parties to the

Arab-Israeli conflict to allow for the convening of the International Psace

% Mr. Sardenberg (Brazil), Vice-President, took the Chair.



JP/cbe A/45/PV.53
33

(Mr. Mumbengeowi. Zimbahwe)
Conference on the Middle East. We had earnestly hoped that the momentum generated
by the consensus that had been emerging over the past few years in favour of the
urgent convening of the Confereace would culminate in effective action by the
Security Council.

Resolution 44/42, which received overwhelming suppor:t at the forty-fourth
session, laid down some important principles and referred to some guarautees which
we believed could make it possible for =1l Security Council membors and ail the
other parties concerned to agree to cstting in motion ths preparatory process fer
the International Peace Conference. The Secriu*ary-General aptly observes that the
wide support received by resolution 44/42 and resolution 43/176, which precedesd it,
constituted in essence 2 reaffirmation by the internaticnal community of the wurgsnt
need to achieve a just and comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Iaraeli conflict,
¥e had also belioved that the improvement of the iniaruational climate, as treli as
the progress achieved by our Grganiszation in recolving some seemingly intractable
regional conflicts, would cpen tke way to breaking the impasse over the Middle East
question, the core of which is the issue of Palestine.

Zimbabwe shares the concern expressed by the Secretary-General in his report
ovo; the present absence of any diplomatic precess aimed at overcoming the
obstacies %o the Mildle Ear: peace process. The persisting impasse is hound o
result in a deteriorstion of the situationm in the occupied territorios and am
intensification of temsincns, which might plunge the regiom into an armed
confrontation. I wish therefore "o repeat President Mugabe's appoal to the Uzited
States. in his address before the Asssmbly two months ago, to resume its dialogue
with the Palestine Liberation Organisation {PLO). We believe that such a dialogue
is uieful in clearing up misunderscardings and misconceptions about the legitimate
aspiratioes of the Palestinian people, as well as in giving an impetus to the peace

proces::,
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My delegation is extremely disturbed to note that, while all the other mambers
of the Security Council and all the cther parties dirsctly involved in the
Arab-Israsli conflict have expressed their readiness to begin proparations for the
convening of the Conference, the views cf only one member of the Council, as well
as the position of one key party to the conflict, continue to stand in the way. It
has been argued that the Conference proposed in resolution 44/42 is not properly
structured and that the time is not yet right to convene an international
conference. The situation in occupied Palestine is grave and it requires immediate

atteation.
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My delegation must express its disappointment over the Security Councii's
inability in recent weeks to address properly the issues relating to the situation
of Palestinians in the occupibd territories raised in the report of the
Secretary-General prepared pursuant to Security Council resclution 672 (19%0). The
Committee on the Exzercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,
which has consistently carried out sterling work in monitoriag the developmsats in
the occupied territories, has once again in its report (A/45/35 and Corr.l) made
the very percinesnt point that, rending progress towar?s a political settlement, all
necessary measures need to be taken immediately to protect the Palestinian pecple
in the occupied territories. Any more delays in taking action in this direction
can only result in mounting casualties and a deterioration in the living comnditions
of the Palestinians,

Zimbabwe wishes to add its voice to those of the members of the Security
Council who stressed to the Secretary-General that the Council should be seen to be
just 2nd fair to all and that time and consequence should not be allowed to affect
the upholding of the rule of law. Israel has for too long flouted international
law by rejecting the spplicability of the Pourth Geneva Convention and by
announcing its intentions to annex occupied Palestine. Recently we listened once
again to defiant statements from the Israeli leaders declaring that the occupied
territories, including Jerusalem, were part of Israel. This Assembly must make its
position clear. It must send a clear mecsage to Israel by pronouncing that its
eredentials at the United Natioms do not. by any stretch of the imagination, relate
to the Palestinian territories cccupied since 1967, including Jerusalem. Israel
has for too long defied the resolutions and decisions of the Assembly and of the
Security Council, and Israel's positions and policies have been the major obstacle

to the pesce process in the Middle EBast. It is now time for the Security Council
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to take the necessary measures under the Charter to compel Israel to comply with
the Council's decisions and resolutions and to respect international law. If any
progress is to be realized in putting an &nd to the suffering of the Palostinian
people and in moving towards ending Israeli cccupation of Palestine, the Security
Council must act on the Palestinian question with the same firmness and consistency
with which it has acted in other cases.

May I in conclusion express our gratitude to the Secretary-General for his
determination to explore tha possibilities for opening up the peace process in the
Middle East and for his untiring efforts in the search for ways to protect the
suffering Palsstinian people in the occupied territories. We urge him to continue
these efforts and his consultations aimed at gecuring the Sscurity Council's
agreement to establish a preparatory committee for the international peace
conference on the Middle Bast.

Mr. KARUKUBIRO-KAMUNANWIRE (Uganda): Despits the relaxation of tension
and the progress made towards peace in other areas of the world, it is regrettable
that this has not been the case in respect of the Middle East region. As we
deliberate today, the situation in the regiocn is clearly very explosive. We seem
to be on the brink of yet another war whose consequences for the region in
particular and the international community as a whole are too ghastly to
contemp;ate. Uganda believes that the events in the Gulf, explosive as they are,
should not howaver obscure our vision of the larger picture in the regien - and the
larger picture necessarily inciudes the question of Palestine.

The Middle East crisis, the core of which is vhe question of Palestine, has
for four decades been a major preoccupation of the ianternational community.
Forty-three years ago the General Assembly adopted resolutiom 181 (IX) of

29 Rovember 1947, which called for the establishment of an Arab State, Palestine,
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and created the Jewish State of Israel in mandated Palestine. Last Thursday we
marked the forty-third anniversary of that momentous resolution. That day,
therefore, is a stark reminder of our collective responsibility te remady an
injustice and to restore to the Palestinian people their inalienable rights and
attributes as a nation, and of how Israel has obstructed their realization.

I wish in this regard to éxpress my appreciation to the Ambassador of Senegal
and the other members of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People for their commendable work. Their report, documezt
A/45/35 and Corr.l, has been helpful in refocusing the attention of the General
Assembly on the guestion of Palestine, the resolution of which is the key to
long-term stability and peace in the region. I am happy to observe that the
Committee has worked tirelessly to provide protection to the Palsstinians in the
occupied territories and to promote a just and comprehensive settlement.,

The dangerous situatiom in Palestine, well portrayed in the report, stoms from
the aggreasive policies of Israel and especially the continuing Israeli occupation
of Palestine and other Arab territories occupied since 1967. One can clsarly
observe from the report that the Israeli objective is to annex these territories in
pursuit of the dream for a greater Israel.

Contrary to the injunctions of the Security Council and the resolutions of the
General Assembly, Israel annexed Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, and is clearly in
the procsss of a de factc annexation of the West Bank and Gaza. To this end the
'Isfaeli Government has expropriated extensive Palestinian lands and used them to
establish Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. The massive influx of
Jewish immigrants from the Soviet Union and Bastern Eurcpe is deliberately being
encouraged in order to resettle them in the occupied territories. This can only

compound the problem. The policy of harassing the Palestinian peopls, both inside
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and outside the occupied lands, continues to be ruthlessly pursued. The periocdic
report of the Special Committes to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Gther Arabs of the Occupied Territories
(A745/306) gives a vivid picture of the agony of the Palestinians and thas

oppressive measures Israsl has put in place.
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These measures are designed to change the dsmographic cjuation and to alter
the status and character of the occupied territories. This is contrary to the 1049
Geneva Convention, which expressly prohibits annexaticn of occupied territories,
deportation of inhabitants or the exprcpriation of their land. The ecccupying Power
is also expressly prohibited from transferring its population to the occupied
territories.

Needless to say, the occupation and the repressive measurez are bsing
heroicelly resisted by the Palestinian psople. The Secretary-General in his report
on the work of the Organization, observes that

“The iptjifadah will soon enter its fourth year and, regrettably, the situation

in the eccupied territories remains bleak, with little hope of early

brogress." (A/45/1. p. 10)

The peace process remain blocked by Israel's refusal to respond positively to
the boid initiatives of the Palastinian and other arad leadsrs which could pave the
way to a just solution. BEvea appeals by its close allies for it to show
flexibility have not evinced a positive response from Isrsel. The posture adoptead
by Iarael is clearly designed to dereil any peaceful resolution of the conflict,

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has over th; Years demonstrated
great courags and statesmanship by taking the necessary hard decisions to advance
resolution of the conflict. It will be recalled that for too long Isrzel justified
its intransigence on the ground that the PLO and the Arab countries had not
accepted Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). cCiearly the
decision of the Palestine National Council at Algiers, which was elaborated on by
Chairman Arafat in Geneva, accepting a negotiatead Ssettlement in accordance with
Security Council resoluticur 242 (1967) a-a 2138 (1973) was momentcus. These psace

initiatives of the PLO received widespread international support sad recognition ag
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positive contributions. As a conseguence the United States bagan a dialogus with
the PLO. Regrettably, Israel has so far not seised the historic opportunity
offered to advance ths cause of peace but, instead, has chosen to block all
initiatives aimed at a comprehensive, just and durable settlement.

The jptifadah has euntered its fourth year and, regrettably, the situaticn in
the occupied territories continues to worsen. Rather than addregsing the concerns
of Palestinians which ignitead the‘ig;iﬁgggh. Israel haz intensified the iron-fist
policy.

Whils the response of the Security Council to the Gulf crisis has b-an prompt
and decisive, the question of Israel‘s occupatiorn of Palestinian and other Arab
lands has not been treated by the Council with the urgency and seriousness it
deserves. Isrzel has continued to show contempt for the resclutions of the United
Nations. It is now more urgent than ever béfore for the United Nationms,
particularly the Security Council, to assert itself and 2dopt measures, including
those taken under Chapter VII of the Charter, to force Israel to comply with the
Council's injunctions. Further delay can only result in more frustration and
despair; which will have disastrous effects on the problem as well as on the paace
process itself,

Uganda supports the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
Middle East, which is called for in General Assembly resolution 38/58 C and in
which Palestine and other parties concerned would participate on an equal footing.
In our view, this provides the most viable ftamework for negotiating a
comprehensive and just settlement of the Middle East pgoblem. Such a settlement

must include the following elements: first, the withdrawal of Israel from the
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occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories; secondly, tha right of
Palestinians to return to their homeland; and, thirdly, the exercise by the
Palestinians of their right to self-determination in a homeland of their own -
namgly, Palestine.

In the General Assembly we have heard much about self-determination and
genuine elections. We share the concerns over these matters. But our concern is
not selective: the Palestinian people are equally eatitled to exercise the right
of self-determination and to have genuine elections in a State of their own.

In conclusion, I wish to express cur support for and solidarity with the
pPeople of the State of Palestine in their just struggle for self-determination and
the restoration of their inalienable rights,

Mc. ADNAN OTHMAN (Malaysia): The General Assembly is once again called
upon to consider the question of Palestine, which for well over 43 years, since it
adopted resolution 181 (II) on 29 November 1947, has been a major concern of the
international community given the magnitude and gravity of the threat that the
question continues to pose to international peace and security.

In taking part in the debate on this item, my delegaotion cannot but express
its profound regret and dismay that, despite all the efforts exerted and resources
deployed by this body for so many years, the question of Palestine remains a
bedeviling priority among the issues on our agenda. We also deeply regret that
with the end of the ideological conflict - and in spite of the start of a new era
in international co-operation and understanding, when a number of other issues have
been ssttled or are on the way to being settled - we seem to be far from solving
the Palestinian question. Israel's continued intransigence has frustrated all
efforts to achieve peace. We are reaching a point where the United Nations must
address squarely the issue of Israel's repeated disregard for the many resolutions

of the General Assembly and the Security Council on the subject.
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The Secretary-Gencral notes in his raeport that:

"Given the grave dangers in the region that are evident to all, I cannot

reiterate too strongly the need to revive efforts aimsd at ensuring a just and

lasting settlement of the conflict that, for decades, has baen a source of
continuing instability and has brought suffering to Arabs and Israelis

alike." (A/45/709, para, 7)

The struggle of the Palestinian people, under the leadership of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, its sole and authentic representative, should be seen in
the context of its fundamental rights and freedom from aggression and oppression,
the recognition of its inalienable rights and the opportunity to exercise those
rights with a distinct identity and with its own wealth of historical, cultural and
social legacies. The Palestine Liberation Organization hac demonstrated that it
has the wisdom and political courage to make hard decisions to advance the

prospects for a resolution of the problem, but Israa2l has yot to reciprocate.
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As a new, post-cold-war era is inaugurated in the world, with a new working
attitude on the part of the permanent members of the Security Council in finding
solutions to the issues of Namibia and Cambodia and upholding the rule of law in
the current Gulf region conflict, my delegation renews its appeal that, in the same
spirit, the United Nations, in particular the Security Council, discharge its
responsibilities with diligence and firmness in addressing the Palestinian
question. Israel cannot be allowed to continue as if it were above the law and as
if there were unquestionable protection for Israel from within the Council.

Mr. James A. Baker III, United States Secretary of State, in his statement on
29 November 1990 before the Security Council, said

"we now have the chance *o build the world which was envisioned by the

founders of ... the United Nations. We have the chance to make this Security

Council and this United Nations true instruments for peace &nd for justice

across the globe. We must not let the United Nations go the way of the League

of Nations. We must fulfil our common vision of a peaceful and just

post—éold-wat world." (S/PV,2963, p, 6)

That vision is common to all Members of the United Nations, but the objective
can be realized only if the Security Council can uphold the rule of law and devote
its attention to the outstanding regional problems, the most prominsnt being the
Palsstinian problem, in an even-handed manner. It is precisely the inability of
the Council to uphold equitably the principles of inter-State relations that has
paralysed the United Nations and prevented it from addressing many international
issues.

On the question of Palestine and the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
. people, the United Nations has a special responsibility in that in 1947 the United
Nations divided up Palestine into a Jewish State and an Arab State, which is ths

State of Palestine. But Palestine as a nation has yet to be created and the
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United Nations bears a moral obligation to shoulder its responsibility again. The
United Nations has been unable tc do this because of problems in the Security
Council, where Israei enjoys protection from one of the permanent members.

The situation in the Council remains difficult; thus the Gemeral Assembly has
a dquty to galvanize support om all froats to ensure not only that the guestion of
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people remains in the forefront but that
there is on track a serious peace effort involving the United Nations. This could
be done by raising the questions of Israel's credentials, its failure to comply
with United Nations resolutions and its abuse of human rights in the occupied
territories in a manner that would make necessary Israel's accounéability for its
actions. The General Assembly also has every right to continue to put the
necessary pressure on the Security Council to play the kind of role that has
brought a peace framework for Cambodia and a reselve to reverse aggression and
restore the legitimate Government of Kuwait. Indeed, the General Assembly should
intensify this effort in the light of the changing international environment and
the existing co-cperation and unity of purpose developing in the Security Council,

Already there are many members of the Council, including a majority of the
permanent members, which see the importance and urgency of finding a solution to
the problem of Palestine, a powder keg in a volatile region of the world, which
requires the urgent attention of the Council. The French President, Mr. Mitterrand
in his recent statement before the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly, and
Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze in various statements, including one in the
Security Council meeting on 292 November, spoke about the need to addresz the
Palestinian problem. At the Security Council meeting or 29 November 1990, Foreign

Minister Shevardnadze said that the international community and the United Nations
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"should continue ... seeking a path towards a comprehensive settlement of the

whole complex of Middle East problems that existed prior to 2 August. That is

not rewarding anyone; it is just sound policy and common sense.

“The Soviet Union is prepared to develop further its contacts with all
tﬁe parties concerned in seeking 2 settlement of the Middle East conflict. In
this context we have been co-operating actively with Arab countries and the
Palestinians. We are ready to engage im dialogue, in any form and at any
level, with Israel. We find the approaches of European countries
interesting. And of course consultations among the permanent members of the
Security Council on issues related to a Middle East settlement have a very
special role to play." (ibid., pp. 93, 64-95)

While this is an encouraging sign, there is concerxm that the split in Arab
unity as a result of the currert Gulf crisis may affect the Palestinian cause.
Supporters of the Palestinian people should not allow this to happex. Speaking for
Malaysia, however, we are confideat of continuing unswerving support for the
Palestinian people from all the Arab countries despite this unfortunate crigis,
vhich we all hope and pray can be peacefully resolved soon.

While we continue to press for the early realization of the inalieumable rights
of the Palestinian people, there is need to devote our attemtion to the preséing
problem of the safety and protection of Palestinians in the occupied terr%tories.
It is indeed unfortunate that, rejecting various peace efforts, Israel is -
increasing its repression and mistreatment of Palestinians in the occupled

territories, and this is causing grave concern.*

* The President returned to the Chair.
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During the past three years the world has witnessed outbursts of popular
protest, commonly known as the jntifidah, in the Palestinian territories occupied
by Israel since 1967. This outcry for justice by unarmed Palestinian civilians
undoubtedly represents a direct and legitimate reaction to long years of oppressive
Israeli occupation. The Israeli authorities are responding to the agony of the
Palestinians with harsh repressive measures that include the use of excessive
force, causing many injuries and deaths, collective punishment, the demolition of
homes, and deportations.

At the same time, the process of Israeli colonization of the Palestinian
territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, as manifested in the coatiaued
establishment of settlements, usurpation of land and water resources, and settler
vigilantism, continues unabated. This is a cause of temsion between the
Palestinians and the Israeli authorities and new settlers. The growing
uncontrolled influx of immigrants, in particular from the Soviet Union, averaging
about 30,000 a month, is exacerbating th> situation. The international community
is vigorously opposed to the Israeli policy of establishing those sett sments,
which is in contravention of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. The United
Nations has also declared those actions null and void and will continue to demand
that Israel dismantle those illegal settlements and withdraw from the occupied
territory.

Malaysia has been working together with a number of non-aligned countries in
the Security Council in the past several months to address the pressing problem of
the safety and protection of Palestinians in occupied territories, but our efforts

have been thwarted by a permanent member of the Council.
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As a result of the tragic incident on 8 October 1990, Malaysia and a number of
other non-aligned countries have again tried to address the question of the safety
and protection of Palestinians in the occupied territories. Malaysia, together
with Colombia, Cuba and Yemen, sponsored Security Council resolutions 672 (1990)
and 673 (1990). We are continuing to work for an enhanced United Nations role in
the occupied territories. We believe that that is the only way to address
adequately the problem posed by repeated Israeli violaticns of the 1949 Fourth
Gencva Convention and other aspects of human rights. Regrettably, our effort has
been delayed by actions within the Council. This was referred to by the Foreign
Minister of Malaysia 3in his statement to the Security Council on 29 November 1990.

We are determined, however, to pursue a course@ ot action that we feel is the
minimum that the Security Council can and should do as a small but practical step
forward in addressing the long-standing problem of the safety and protection of
Palestinians in the occupied territories. We believe that it should &ppoint a
commissioner, or ombudsman, to be assisted by Uaited Nations personnel in the area,
to monitor and observe the situation in the occupied territories and report to the
Council. Israel should also be required by the Council to comply strictly with the
provisions of the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention. In this connection, Israel must
ailow the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to carry on
their activities witheut harassment or hindrance.

What Malaysia and three other non-aligned countries are attempting to do in
the Council is limited to addressing the very pressing problem facing Palestinians
in the occupied territories, and it can be only a temporary measure. The overall,

long-term solution obvicusly lies in a comprehensive, just and durasble
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settlement of the question of Pelestine. If the United Natioms, in particular, the
Security Council, is serious about working towards a new world order in which law
and the inalienable rights of people are supreme, the top priority on the &genda
must surely be given to realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people. Israel cannot be allowed to continue to ignore resolutions of the General
Assembly and the Security Council. It is about time the United Nations insisted on
Israeli compliance. The United Nations, having let down the Palestinian pecple for
more than 40 years, should not fail them now.

Mc. DIAKITE (Mali) (interpretation from French): In accordance with the
mandate entrusted to it by the Gemeral Assembly, the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People has tried throughout the past year
to fellow the Palsstinian question closely, to make recommendations and to mobilize
the international community with regard to the need to do all in its power to put
an end to the tragedy experienced by the Palestinian people. The report submitted
to us in document A/45/35 covers in detail the work carried out by the Committee.

The deteriorating situation in the occupied territories comtinues to be a
matter of concern to the international community. Last October, when speaking at
this rostrum, the hsad of the delegation of Mali did not conceal his concern at the
increase in violence and the lack of progress in the search for a negotiated
solution to this issue. In fact, Israel's intransigence has led to a situation in
which we move further every day from peace. On the other hand, over the past few
years the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has stepped up its efforts at
conciliation and demonstrated its good will.

Acceptance by the leaders of the PLO of Security Council resclutions

242 (1967) and 338 (1973) ac a basis for settlement of the issue, and the desire
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expressed on numerous occasions by the Palestinians to engage in direct dialogue
with Israel, although received favourably by evetyoné else, have not yet met with a
favourable response from the Israeli leaders. |

This intransigence has been demonstrated also by Israel's continuing refusal,
since 1947, to abide by the relevant decisions of the General Assembly and the
Security Council. It is extraordinarily frustrating.

Given the inability of the interhational community to implement its own
decisions, the Palestinian people has organized resistance in several forms as a
means of recovering its legitimate rights. the latest form of resistance, the
intifadah - that popular wprising of the Palestinians against foreign cccupation -
has been going on for more than three years now. It is thus filling the gap left
by the powerlessness, or at least the indifference, of the international community
in the face of arbitrariness. It appeals to our conscience to ensure that right
prevails.

Since the outset of the intifadah more than 700 Palestinians have perished at
the hards of the army of the occupying Power. The dead and injured at Al-Haram
Al-Shareef on 8 October are the most recent casualties in the series of violent
episodes that have become establishe¢ practice in the occupied territories.

The Palestinian people demands the exercise of its right to self-determination
and independence and to establish its national homeland in occupied Palestine.

This right was reaffirmead by resolution 181 (II), of 29 November 1947, and the
process for attaining that objective has been defined progressively by the Unitead
Nations,

Thus, in endorsing the Declaration on Palestine adopted in 1983 following the
Internatioral Conference held in Géneva that year, the General Assembly reaffirmed:
first, the need for the attaimment by the Palestinian people of its legitimate

inalienable right to self-determination and independence; secondly, the need for
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the Israeli withdrawal from all the Palestinian and Arab territories occupied since
1867, including Jerusalem: thirdly, the right of all States in the region to
existence within secure and internationally recognized boundaries; fourthly, the
need to sattle the problem of Palestinian refugees:; and, fifthly, the principle of
the convening, under United Nations auspices, of an international conference on
peace in the Middle East, with the participation on an equal footing of all the
parties directly concerned, including the PLO.

I should like to recall in this connection that the General Assembly had
already in 1974, affirmed that the Palesiinian question is the crux of the Miaddle
East conflict. |

By resolution 44/42, of 6 December 1989, the General Assembly reaffirmed its
dedication to the principles just listed.

The Committee on the Bxercise of tﬁo Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People, of which my country is a member, is working tirelessly to achieve the
objectives set out in resolution 44/42, In this it has had the technical asupport
of the Division for Palestinian Rights and of non-governmental organizations in
solidarity with the Paleatinian people in its cause. We welcome such co-operaticn.

My delegation believes that the machinery provided by United Nations
resolutions, if thoss resolutions are implemented, can contribute to the attainment
of a nsgotiatsd, just and lasting solution to the Palestinian questicr, However,
the negative attitude of the Izraeli authorities is blocking this process. They
are acting in complete contradictioca of those resclutions. Whereas the resclutions
demand their withdrawal frem all Palestinian and Arsb territories occupied since
1967, Israel has adopted a settlement policy in those territories, thus encouraging
thousands of Soviet Jaws to emigrate there.

It has unilaterally proclaimed Jerusalem its capital, in viclation of

resolution 181 (II), which gives the Holy City internaticnal status.
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Every day it uses violence against populations that, as an occupying Power, it
has an international obligation under the Fourth Geneva Convention to protect. 1In
the occupied territories Palestinians are arrested apd arbitrarily deported, towns
are besieged and houses are demolished. These outrages occur every day. It is my
delegation's view that urgent measures must be taken to ensure the security of the
Palestinian people in the occupied territories.

In addition to specific missions to the region, such as those provided for by
Security Council resolutions 672 (1990) and 673 (1990), it would be useful to set
up a United Nations monitoring structure to guarantee the safety of the Palestinjan
people in the occupied teriitories.

It has been said, and we would also say, that the world is in the throes of
change. The split into Western and Eastern camps and the cold war are over, and
many peoples are beginning to benefit from the effects of this new climate in
international relations. We are now seeing a kind of convergence of the systems.
Why, then, should the Palestinian people be excluded from the benefits of this
détente? The Security Council, which in the past was paralysed by vetoes, is now
shouldering its responsibility for the maintenance of peace, as is shown by the
initiatives it has taken over the past four months on the Gulf crisis.

Even if resolution 678 (1990) of 29 November concerns Iraq, it is nevertheless
a serious warning to all those who had believed up to the last minute that
aggression and occupation could go unpuniched. Israel must draw its own lessons
from this, and recognize the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination
and independence and the right to establish their natiomal homeland in Palestine.
This can be achieved without violence, through a constructive dialogue between the

leaders of Israel and those in charge of the Palestine Liberation Organization.,
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History showsz us clearly that no people can rsmain in a porpotual‘atace of war
without putting its own existence in jeopardy. We therefore think that
nagotiations on the Middle Ezst which would take the interests of all the parties
into consideration are the only way to establish a climate of mutual confidence
between the peoples of the ragion, thus leading to a just and lasting solutiom to
thes Palestinian guestion.

My delaegation extende an invitation to Israel to take that path.

Mr. ALARCON de QUESADA (Cuba) (intorpretation from Spanish): FPFirst of
all, I should like to welcomo Comrade Farouk Kaddouml 2zd ths delegation of
Palestine, who have finally Laen able to overcome the obstacles which once again
the arbitrariness and discrimination of others tried to raise in order to pravent
that delagation from attending this debate. Moreover, thrcugh Comrade Kaddoumi, we
greet the valiant and worthy people of Palestine who for three years have been
waging a heroic struggle to achieve full reatoraticn of their inalienable nationsl
rights.

Once again the Gensral Assembly is reviewing the work of the Committea on the
Exercise of ths Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Paopls. During ths several
years in which that Committee has been working, it has been trying to move forward
to a just soluticn to the problem of Palestine. Decades have now passed and the
Assembly, year after year, is still examining this same problem. It is doing so
now, morecver, in the context of what some have called the beginning of a new
international order, a new situation in the world which they seek to present as
being favourable to the cause of the principles of law, peace and co-operation
betwaen States.

Howevar, we are also examirning this item at a time when the problem, far from
moving ahead te a sclution, is obviously become more and more complex; at a time

when, throughout this ycar, our atteantion has beon drawn to several adverse
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phenomsna, such as the immigration of new contingents of settlers and their illegal
settlement in the occupied territories; and the recrudescence of measures against
the Palestinian people, measures repressive enough to have cgused the daach of
dozens of patriots and to have compelled the international community to sxamine
them more than once.

The General Assembly once again has before it several draft resolutions of
which my delegation is a sponzor. One can see, from any of the paragraphs of any
of these draft resolutions, how difficult it is to imagine, w“hen it comgs to the
question of Palestine, that what we have now is anything which could be called new
or that this situation has benefited at all from any putative improvement in
intefnational relations,

Draft resolutior A/45/L.24, for example, in its coperative paragraph 2, reads
as follows:

"Endorses the rscommendations of the Committee contained in parsgraphs 93 to

102 of its report and draws the attention of the Security Council to the fact

that action on the Committee's recommendations, as repeatedly endorsed by ths

General Assembly at its thirty-first session and subseguently, is atill

awaited". (A/45/L.24, para. 2)

For 14 yearé now the Committee and the General Assembly havs been waiting for the
Security Council to adopt measures that meet the criteria vhich the vast majority
of the international community represented in this Hall have repeated from year to
year,

I do wonder, reaslly, whether this lack of diligence on the part of the
Security Council, thisa insensitivity on the part of this principal organ of the
United Nations, is proof of the existence of 2 new world order characterized by the

forward march of the principles of law and justice. I also wonder whether we
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really sre in a position to hope with any degres of optimigm that the Security
Council will at last lend an ear to what the General Assembly, certainly by a large

majority, will once again say to it in a few days' time.
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The experience of the year that is coming to an end would 3eem to suggest the
opposite. The report of the Council on ites work will be before the General
Assenmbly in a few days, and in the quite considerable part of the report devoted to
the quastion of Palestina, representatives will once again bs able to confirm the
exercise of the veto right, which is certainly not a thing of the past but rather a
right that is exercised quite frequently at the present time when it comes to
decisions that might affect Israel's occupation of Palestine and its illegal
actions there. In the Council's report we shall see once again hov the exercise of
the right of veto by the United States delegation prevented the Council from taking
& consistent decision in the middle of this yéar.

However, something that is not in this report and that it will be necassary to
wait until next year for the Assembly to be apprised of, is what is bhappening now,
and what was happening until a few days ago, in the Security Council.

The representative of Malaysia referred to the draft resolution which our two
delegations, togather with the delegations of Colombia and Yemen, submitted to the
Security Council for comsideration more than a month ago. Our resolution, as he so
rightly axplained, doss not deal with the complete soluticn of the problem. Nor is
it intended to solve the whole question of Palestine; rather it refers specifically
to one problem in particular and puts forward a very measured proposal to try to
provide greester protection for the civilian population of Palestine. It does so,
moreocver, oz the basis of the report submitted by the Secretary-General following
the eveats of October last when several Palestinians were killed by the Israeli
security forces in Jerusalem. We had to devote the whole month of November to the
matter - and it is well for this fact to be placed on record in the General
Assembly - to try to achieve the very minimum. It was not even possible to have
the Security Councii appoint a Commissioner to go to Palestine, much less to have

it adopt effective or appropriate mesasures, for which we have been calling for many
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years. But ws were at least hoping that it would be posaidle for that sujust
body -~ as the Security Council is often called -AEo consider the draft resolutionm.

When it comes to Pelestine, not only do we face a dlatart lack of sensitivicy
on the part of the minority which keeps on trying to deay the right of that people,
but alsc, to speak quite frankly, we have alzo to face the illegality and crass
violation even of the rules which are supposed to govern the activities of that
auguet body.

Now that Rovember is past, now that we are already in the month of Decembdsr,
my delegation is sure that we will bs able to exercise our zight to have & draft
resolution considered and th;t it will _.nslly be remaembored that the rules of
procedure of tho Security Council that allow that should bs respected first and
foremost by its President.

In the circumstances in which we ars again congidering this queation, wmy
delegation wishes to express its full support for the work of ého Committee on the
Exercise of the Imalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. It reitecates its
support for the recommendations contained in the draft resolutions which are before
us for consideration, and again sxpresses our view that ths General Assembly, which
represents the vast majority of the 1ntorn§tional community, must carry out an
in-depth study of the situation that exists in our Organisation in regar( to this
problem end take decisions which will enable the so-~called new oréder nst to becoms
cne based on the cld criteria of hegemony and the impositica of the will of a few
Powers but rather a new democratic order which will serve the ianterssts and
legitimate aspirations of our paoples - from vhich, of course, we cannot éxclude

the heroic pecple of Palestine.
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We Bavs befors us mot only the qnostloﬁ of tha lnnlioilblo nationel rights of
that poople, its right to indeperndence and self-detersination, but aiso the basic
qusstion of the principles relating to the authority, the prestige of the United
Nacions itself, because wvhat is at stake, too, is ascoertaining whether we will de
able to ensure that the United Nations and its maism ozgane will act in contérulty
with ite Charter and in accordance with the criteria of the majority, or whether it
will continue to ba dominated by arbitrariness and the imposition of the will of a
small group.

Mc. EBARRAZL (Islamic Republic of Iram)s At the ontset, I should like to
pay a ttibnto'to the many thousands of Palcatlnsgno who have been martyred in their
struggle against the Zionists since the very beginning of ths occupation of their
homeland. The inception of the intifadah. whose martyrs deserve & special tribute
has given groater significance to the history of the sacred Palestinicn struggls.

The question of Palestine, which rcnélnn uaresclved, is the wmost porsistent in
the Middle East. While Zhe new internationsl stmosphere has indeed provided a
welcome opporturity for the settlement of Rany internstional and regional disputes,

it has had no positive impact on the question of Palestine.
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This, in fact. indicates the inherent difference detween the naturs of this issue
and Chat of cther glodal and regional guestions. A holy land that is the object of
particular respect among the followers of the grest religions of the world,
especially Muslimg, has been brought under occupaticn under the pretext of
Judaism. In order to meet their insans ombitions, tho occuplers heve subjected the
real inhabitants to the agonies of exile, homslessness, repressica snd torment.
The Palestinians living in occupied Pslestine suffer from the worst living
conditions. According to the report of the Commissionsr-General of the United
Hations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinizn Refugees ir the Near Bast:
"The Israeli ruthorities continued to apply harsh repressive measures, and
violations of human rights were wideapread. Between 1 July 1989 and
30 June 1990, 85 Palestinians were killed in Gasza and 164 in the West Bank.
More than 20,000 sought smergeancy madical attention in local hospitals and the
Agency'’'s clinics, suffering from beatingsg, tear-gas inhalations and rubber
bullets or live ammunition wounds; 24 children under 15 years of age waroe
killed and some 1,040 were treated for baacingl.” (2745713, para. 8)
Furthermore, the Secretary-General of the United Naticms, in his report to tha
Security Council, affirmed the following:
"Palestinians have expressed a profound feeling of vuinerability at all times,
whether in the workplace, st school, in places of worship or sisply walking
down the street ... They have stated that they felt unsafe even inside their
homes, which were frequuntly subjectsd to midnight searchsas, and during which
entire households, including children, were bsaten. It was said that arrests
during such operations were common. A wide range of collective punishments

had, they said, become routine during the pazt three years, suck as curfows,
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the demolition of homes, administrative detention and the uprooting of tress."

(8721919 aod Corr.l, para. 19)

It is no surprise to anyone to hear of the brutal practices of the occupying
régime of Al-Quds. A régime forged by aggression and occupation has no alternative
but to perpetuate its illegitimate existence through further aggression and
repressive practices, such as torture, murder, plunder, the demolition of houses,
and altering the demographic and economic structurcs in the occupied territories.
The illegal wide-scale immigration of Jews to Palestine has created ths most
alarming concern as ragards the destiny of the oppressed peopla of Palestine. The
‘transfer to and settlement of large groups of Jaws in the occupieé territories,
followed by the expulsion of Palestinians, is being pursued by the Zionist régime
to implement its expansionist policy. This policy is baing implemented although
the United Nations has repeatedly condemned this illegal practice aimed at the
estabiishment of settlements in the occupied territories.

Indeed, one can hardiy expect much respact for international law and its
principles from an aggressor and occupiar, since tho act of cccupation in iteolf
contradicts the basics of international law and principles. Last moxth, in the
wake of the savage supprassion of unarmed and defenceless Palestinians by the
2iounist reégime, the Security Council condemned this régimo unanimously and called
- for the Qispatch of a mission to the occupied territories tc inmvestigate the
situation. To conceal the gravity of its crimes the Zionist régimq refused to
accept the mission. Such an attitude was mot far from what was expacted, and it is
hardly necessary to point out in this context that the widespread support providéd
by certain countries since the very inception of the Zionist régime has encrmously
encouraged this régime in taking inhuman measures in violation of internationzl

law. The unjustifiable delay in consideration of the fecretary-Ganeral's report by
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the Security Council because of pressure from the United States is only oue example
of this support. It is incumbent upon the Security Council to take the necessary
measures under Chapter VII of the Charter yig-3-vig the Zionist régime.

The nature of the Zionist entity, however, is very well known to the
Palestinians. Based on their long and very bitter experience, the Muslim people of
Palestine have found it totally futile to offer clive branchaes to those that have
occupied their land. The Palestinians have also realized that they cannot expect
anybody to be more concerned about their situation than they are themselves.

It is against this background that the Palestinians march on through the third
year of their jptifadash, which is the outcome of 40 years of resistance and
struggie of various kinds aimed at liberating Palestine. The continustion cof the
intifsdah indicates that the Palestinian pecple ars more than ever datermined co
regain their legitimate rights, above all their right to self-detarmination.

A common theme observed in meny statements delivered during the current debate
is the importance of not overlooking many serious international issues that may
have become temporarily overshadowad by a new eveant. In the context of
international rslations every question has its own importance. Thus, nothing
should zbsolve the internaticnal community from its duty regarding the sufferings
and grievances of the Palestinians in occupied Palestine. Support for the
' rightsous domands of the people of Palestine requires vigorous action agaiast the
Zionist régime. Zionism and racism should indeed be confronted on an qual
footing, since they are both crimes of the same nature against humanity.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, aware of the aspirations of the Muslim psople of
Palestine, has ever since its establishment supported the Palestinians' legitimate
struggle to regain their basic rights. From the Islamic standpoint, the question

of Palestine and ths fate of the Palestinians are extrem¢ly importaant. Therefore,
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we deem it necessary, as a religious Auty, to support the aspirations of
Paleatinians. 1In this connection a bill was recently approved by the Islamic
Consultative Assewdly authorizing the relovant institutions of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to support, materially and morally and within the limits of their
cspability, the families of martyrs, the disadbled, prisoners and missing persons in
the occupied territories who devoted their life to the 2iberation of Palestine. In
addition, an amnrual quota in the universities of Iran has been allocated to
Palestinian applicants.
It is our firm conviction that the problem of Palestine, the root cause of
instability in the Kiddle Bast, cannot be solved unless the rights of the

Palestinian people, ineluding their right to self-dstermination ané to establish an

independent Paleatinian State in the entire land of Paleatine, are restored.
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The Muslim psople throughout the world should now intensify their support for
Palestinians, who have alreadv proved that they would neither sbandon their
struggle nor compremize their principles and fundamental rights. We condemn the
policies and practices of the Zicnist régime and underline that, in the process of
£inding a solutien to the Palestinian problem, any plan that will lead to the
recognition of the illegitimate régime occupying Palestine will not be able to
guarantee the rights of the Palestinian pecple and will not be acceptable to
Muslims.

In conclusien, I should reiterate that the people and the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Irsn will coatinue to support the Muslim and combatant
Palestinian people and spare no effor£ to promote their lofty goals.

Ihe PRESIDENT: In accerdance with General Assembly resclution 3369 (XIX)
of 10 October 1975, I now call on the Observer of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference.

Mr, ANSAY {Organizatioan of the Islamic Conference): I should like to
thank you, Sir._for giving me the opportunity to addrass the Gemeral Assembly on an
issue of such extreme importance to the Organization of the Islamic Conferencs. I
am pleased, first of all, to underscore with.appreciation‘the strenuous afforts
made by the United Nations since its inception to solve regional and internaticnal
problems so as to bring about internatiomal peace and security, as well as progress
and prosperity, for various nations and peoples of the wor;d.

The question of Palestine has been one of the issues that has received the
undivided attention of the United Nations for almost half a century.

The Assembly today has before it the latest report of the Committee om the

Exercise of theo Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, in which thisz lofty
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body is reminded and informed in no uncertain terms of the continuing ordeal of the
Palestiniaus.

Allow m2 to oxpress our sincere appraciation to the Committae for its
dedicated service, under the able and dynaric leadership of Ambassador Diallo of
Senegal. Equally, we wish to cbmmend the Secretary-Genersl for his untiring
offorts aimed at finding a psaceful solution to the Palestinian question under the
auspices of the United Nations. Indeed, he deszerves all the necessary support in
his Aifficult task.

Since the establishment of the State of Israel, the Palestinian psople have
been subjected to violence and terrorism perpetrated brutally by the Israsli forces
of cccupatioa, as is evident from their acts ef toréure, detentions, the brutal
oppreasion of innccent men, women and chiidren expulsion of people from their own
homeland, the demolishing of the homes of Palestinians and destruction of their
cultural institutions, desecration of the religious sanctity of holy places of
worship and the establishment of illegal settlements in the occupied territories -
all of which constitute daily practices perpetrated by Isrsel and to which the
Palestinian people have valiantly and confidently resisted.

The recent massacre last October of dafenceless..unarmed. innocent
Palestinians in Al-Haram Al-Shareef in Holy Jerusalem, assembled at one of their
holiest shrines, is another demonstration ¢f the conduct of the occupying Power and
the plight of the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation.

During all these years the Palestinian people have fought continuously against
occupation, injustice, oppression and bondage to achieve its inalienable rights,
including the right to return, to aelf-detarmipation and to the establishmant of an

independent Palestinian State on its national soil. As the Palestinian popular
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intifadah - now in its fourth year - continues, the numbar of its martyrs has

reached more than 1,000 souls. Every day more martyrs continue to fall. Mora than
10,000 have been wounded. What is taking place in occupied Palestine reflects a
new and serious element in the struggle of the Palestinian people against
oppression. This fact must be taken into consideration.

For the Organization of the Islamic Conference and for more than one billion
Muslims all cver the world, the liberation of Al-Quds Al-Shareef and the
Palestinian land is a prime cause, because of its justness and because of the fact
that Al-Quds Al-Shareef is the first Kiblah and ths third holiest place for all
Muslims.

As I have pronounced on numerous occasions from this rostrum, we believe that
the questior of Palestine is at the core of the Middle East problem, and at the
heart of the Palestinian question lies the problem of Al-Quds Al-Sharesf - the
continued aggravation of which constitute a grave threat not only to the stabilitcy
of the region but also to the international peace and security of the world at
large. |

Israel, which was founded by viitue of a United Nations resolution, igmores,
defies and refuses to comply with the United Nations resolutions and also refuses
to deal with the United Nations. 1Israel's stubbornness and refusal to receive the
representatives of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, whose mission,
under Security Council resolutions 672 (1970) and 673 (1990), is to investigate the
heinous massacres which Israel perpetrated in the courtyard of the
Al-Haram Al-Shareef, is further evidence of Israel's persisterce in its aggressive
policies.

To defy the peace prccess and to crush the intifadah and change the

demographic character of the region, the Israeli authorities have sottled and plan
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to continue to settle newly arriving immigrants in the occupied Palastinian
territory, in violation of the pertinent resolutions of the United Nations and the
Fourth Genava Convention prohibiting the occupying Power from deporting or
transferring parts of its own civiiian population into occupied territory. This
pPlan and the massive exodus of Soviet Jews to occupy Palestine constitute yst
ancther serious threat to security and stability in the region and aims to change
further the demographic character of Palestine.

How can it be humanly possible not to be alarmed upon hearing the nsws from
the international press as presented by international press agencies reporting a
recent statement by Mr. Shamir, alleging that

"The pioneering leaders of the Likud have left a clear message for holding the

land of Israel from the Sea to the River of Jordan to provide sheltsr for the

Jowish people and new Jewish immigrants."

Furthermore, Mr. Shamir invited all Jewish emigrants to head for Iarael to
live there forever and promised to keep the West Bank reserved for future immigrant
Jows.

The Organization of the Islamic Conference, which considers the Palestinian
question its central cause, would like to emphazize once more that the
establishment of peace and security in the Middle Bast region requires, first of
all, the provision of international protection to the Palestinian people in
accordance with the Fourth Geneva Convention, the withdrawal of Israel from the
occupied Palestinian territory, in accordance with ail relevant United Nations
resolutions, as well as abandoning by Israel the ill-conceived dream of a Greater
Isrsel and the placing of this territory under the interim supervision of the
United Nations as a preliminary step towards enabling the Palestinian people to

exercise its inalienable national rights,
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In the Organisation of the Islamic Conference we firmly believe in ths urgent
aced for the recumption of the Airect dialogue betwsen the Palestine Likerction
Organisation and the Unitsd States of Amorica and, censequently, the coavening of
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the
Uaited Nations and with the participation of the five permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council and all the parties to the conflict on an equal
footing, includiag ths Palectire Libaration Organisation, in its capacity as the
legitimste ard sole representative of the Palestinian people, to achieve the teotal
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories; to snable
the Palestinian pecple to exercise thcit inaliensble national rights, including
their right to returm to their homsland, to self-determination and to sstablish
their independant Palestinian State with Al-Quds Al-Shareof as its capital.

The Organisation of the Islamic Conference, on behalf of its membership of 46
sovereign States, yearns for the day when the flag of Palestine will be unfurled
over its own territory and will wave proudly here alsc, amidst those of the other
Members of the United Nations. When that day comes, Israsl may alsc ba able to

sevour the sweat taste of recognition and cherish the bleesings of peace.
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Ihe PRESIDENT: In accordance with General Assembly resolution 477 (V) of
1 November 1950, I now call on the Cbserver of the League of Arab States.

Mr. ISMAIL MOHAMED (Leagus of Arab States) (interpretation from Arabic):
The presence of my brother Farouk Kaddoumi, Minister of Foreign Aftairs~o£ the
State of Palestine and the Chairman of the Pelitical Department of the Palestine
Liberation Organization among us here is further proof that public opinion is
capable of upholding justice, and that the question of Palestine has its own
representatives and its recognized leaders.

Once again, after many sessions and, it appears, for a few more, this august
Assembly addresses the question of Palestine. As usual, a resolution will be
adopted, and that is &ll the Assembly can do. Some will find the resolution
stronger than that of last year. Some will £ind that it falls short of the desired
robustness. And some will find it weaker than previous resolutions. All this will
be aualysed and scrﬁtinized by us and by many institutions, agencies and
individuals. This ritual has become aa annual routine. Yet none of this has
changed or will change the injustice or diminish the danger of leaving the question
of Palestine without a solution to this very momsat.

Indeed, nothing has changed at all. It is still a fact that a whole Féople
has been expelled from its land and replaced with others by force. It is still a
fact that this is a crime against the laws of humanity ard against interrational
legality. It is still a fact that the persistence of this situation as is, or
worse than it is, or cosmetically 8lightly better than it is, wiil not impose a

£ait accompli or make that £ait accompli acceptable to the victims of injustice, as

Jarael seems to think.
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The facts of history have shown that no naticn can be defeated forever or made
to collapse and become extinct. This contradicts the logic of history. Also.
there is no power that continues to rise and preveil indefinitely. Such a power
will either implode or explode as it continues to swell up with its sense of
grandeur and bacome blind to the reality which surrounds it.

To exist in the world is to coexist with others, to give and take. This
applies to nations and entities, as much as it applies to individuals. To exist is
to give and take and thus achieve a balance between interests and ensure a secura
and dignified existence for all that is consistent with justice. Here we may ask:
for how much longer can Israel ignore the realities of our times? The answer is:
only for a time, but assuredly not forevar. It is up to us to determine that
length of time, to shorten it and prevemt it from taking us by surprise.

Otherwise, we shall nmot be &ble tc deal with the situation rationally, for reason
would become befuddled with emotion and cause the situation to explode. Although
the eruption may abate for a while, it may well be repeated.

We have two reports before us. The first is the report of the
Secratary-General in document A/45/709 of 12 November 1990. The other is the
report of the Cormittec on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian FPeople in document A/45/35 of 9 November 1990. The most important
element in the concise report of the Secrotary-General is the emphasis onm the
convening of the international peace conference in accordance with resolution 44/42
of 6 December 1989, on the basis of which the Secretary-Gereral addressed his
lettor of 28 August 1990 to the President of the Security Council in which he
requestad the transmission to him of the views of the Security Council on the
convening of the international peace conference ox the Middle Bast, in response to

the General Assembly's roquest in paragrzph 6 of the ssid rssolution 44/42.
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The reply of the President of the Security Council on 22 October 1990 was to
the effect that the conference should be convensd as called for by resolution
44/42. He atated that all the members of the Council but one have declared their
support for auch‘a conference. The Secretary-General subsequently addressed
letters to the‘States directly concerned with the conflict, requesting their views
cn the convening of the conference. All the parties responded positively, with the
exception of Isrsel. The most important element contained in israel's reply is
that the Palestize Liberation Crganization is:

“a terrorist organization dedicated to the destruction of Israel”. (A/45/709,

R, 5)

That is strange and bizarre. tost of the States of the world and most of the
world organizations fully reéognize the Palestine Liberation Organization anad fully
recognize the State of Palestine, but Israel tells us all that we are unaware of

the fact that we are dealing, from its point of view, with a terrorist organization.
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Surely, the Israelis cannot forgst, even if they pretend to suffer from
ameesia, that there is in their political history, past and present, a heavily
laden record of terrorism. Suffice to mention Shamir, their current Prime Minister.

We also note that the Israeli reply contains the claim that a number of
principles in resolution 44/42 prejudge the possible outcome of pesace
negotiations. Fine! What about what Israel said in the same reply, that it wishes
to &nd the state of war with the Arab States and that it desires

“a solution for the Arabs of Judea, Samaria and the Gasa district; peace with

Jordan and a resoiution of the problem of the residonts of the refugee camps

in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza district"? (A£457709, p. 5)

Is it not very strange that Israel wants no pre-coaditions, but it wants to
establish a host of a faits accomplis by changing the very names of cccupied
territories which have names other than Judea and Samaria, and puts forward
so-called peace solutions, to tho problem of those whom it calls the Arabs of Judea
and Samaria, that is, the Arabz in Isrzel under Israeli domination?

What peace solutions does Israsl mean? Does it mean peace with a people that
has a history of its own or peace with people without land?

In the wake of all this, we are asked to believe that Israel really wishes to
contribute to a just and comprehensive sclution of the question of Palestine.

The report of the Committes on the Exercise of the Inalionable Rights of the
Palestinian People (A/45/35 and Corr.l), details in figures and well-documented
information, Israel's breaches of international law and the iphuman practices to
which it subjects the Palestinian people. 1In additiom, the report contains
recommendations, declarations and the results of symposia and meetings held by &
large numbsr of non-governmental organizations in all five contirents, all of which

condemn Israsl, ask Zor justice for the Palestinian people and cali for the
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enforcement of the right of retura, the right to self-determination and the right
to protection, as a people under occupation, in line with international
conventions. So were all thess persons and organizations wrong and were they
biased in favour of the Araks?

The Israeli Ambassader, who spoke here on 30 November, very cleverly gsve us 2
guided tour in the course of which he told us how to £ind a certain ?andmark in the
United Nations building. He explained to us the map of New York, the wiéth and
length of its streets, and then sadly recounted the history of the Jews in the
scriptures. Then, he went on to give us many valuable tidbits on the region. Then
he wanted us to help him verify the information he had brought zlong on aimaments
in the region, as if the General Assembly were a branch of the Israeli war
machine. He said a lot and moved from sympathy to veiled throats and naked
defiance, but he quoted not z word from a single General Assembly or Security
Council resolution. He never mentioned SOéurAty Council resolution 242 (1967). He
said nothing at all sbout the International foaco Conference. He said absolutely
nothing about Security Council resolution 338 (1973). He saia nothing about
Security Council resolutions relating to the status of the city of Al-Guds, namely
resolutions 252 (1968), 267 (1969), 378 (1975) or 495 (1980) relating to the Jewish
settiemsnts in the occupied territories or resolution 181 (II) relating to the
establishment of two States in Palestine, one Arab ard one Jewish. He just told us
many stories. It behoved the Israeli Ambassador, instead eof giviag guided tours
and lessons in religious iore to remember that he wvas addressing the General
Assembly of the United Nations, and that the Aasembly has its own positions, its
resolutions and its Charter and that all the Asszembly needed to ﬁoar from him was a
clear-cut view and not a tour in the labyrinth where Israsli diplomats would love

to keep us.
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I have a wish, and others may share it. It i3 to hear an official Israeli
statement that would defina what ezactly the Ambr-nador of Israsl means when he
speaks of the “land of Israel”. Where does it begin and where does it end? We
would like to hear that spelled out clearly.

Wa would like to £ind out what exactly does Israel‘'s Ambassador mean when he
speaks of the "historic rights of the people of Izrasl®. We have heard mention of
“the land of Israel” and “the historic rights of the people of Isrzel" many many
times from the Israelis. We would like to read or hoar some official statemsnt
that defines the geograhic, political and historical meanings of thcse two
statements.

The Ambassador of Israel ended by saying:

(spoke in English)
“One day we will celebrate the dawning of peacs with all our nei._ ibours.

That will indeed be a day." (A/45/PV.50. p. 17)

(apoke in Arabic)

We say to him "Yes, we share this feeling, but when we read on the cover of
your distiibuted statement that you were discussing ‘the question of Palestine’,
that is what was written at the beginaning of your statement, and not at the end."
When this subjact, the gquestion of Palestine, is no longer aa item on the Geamral
Assembly's agenda, because a humane, comprehensive and just peace has bsen reached,
we shall celebrate psace. From our point of view, that calebration will taks place
when the Palestinian pesople establishes its own State on its own national soil in

accordance with international legality. We shall celebrate whea Israel withdraws
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from all the Arab territories that it now cccupies - the occupied Palestinian
territory, the Syrian Aradb Golan Heights and parts ¢f Lobanon. ¥ie shall celebrate
when Israel concedez the fact that the Palestinian Peorle has representatives who
oxpress its will, and that the Palestipe Liberation Organization (PLO) is its sole
legitimato represeatative. MWe shall celebrate when Israel concedes that the
Palestinian people, just 1like any other people in the world, has the right to

self-determination. Arnd we ghall celebrate indee@ whon Israel accepts and

implements the resclutions of international forums.,
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Only them will it be time to spsak of celebrating peace. We would love to
celebrate peace. But that celebration will take place only: when the question of
Palestine is removad from the General Assembly agenda 2s a quecticn that was
comprehensively settled in consonance with justice and human rights; when the
Palestinian people establishes its own State oan its own soil in consonance with
international legality:; when Israel withdraws from all the Arab territories it
occupies, specifically the occupied Palestinian territories, the Syrian Golan
territory and parts of Lebanon; when Israel concedes that the Palestinian pecplse
have its own reprasentative who expresses its will and that that rspresentative is
the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The Ambassador of Israel must know that this is not a matter of wishes and
hopes, but a matter of adopting a sound spproach and taking steps that are
commensurate with the will of the international ccmmunity.

One of the things which has attracted my attentiom iz the statament of ths
Ambassador of Israel to this Assembly was the business of the width of Israel. He
daplored the fact that, territorially, Israel was very narrow and that its width
only increased after the 1967 war. So what was thes Ambassador of Israel trying to
tell us? In my view, he was tryingy to tell us that the only vay to widan the girth
of Israel and incresse its depth was war. Of courss we are all supposed to
sympathize with Israel and support the widening of its girth. But how? And in
what direction? 1Is this not the very essonce of the Israoli expansicnist outiook
which craves more and ever more: more length, more width and more expansion
through war? If that Israeli doctrine was to become the noem, then many States of
the world must review their width and length, and, whenever such width and length
£all short of their ambitions, wage war to correct the measurements. And thus the

map of the world will be in a state of flux. The map of the world will continue to
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be altered and redrawn from one day to the next under the weight of the military
might of every Stste that is not content with its width and length. And yat Israel
does rot waant to be descrided as an expansicnist entity.

It is of vital importernce that inm discharging the responsibilitiss entrusted
to the United Nations, the international community earnestly and sssiduously should
have the Security Council adopt the effective, necessary steps to snsure
international proteoction for the unarmed Palestinian paople. The League of Arab
States attaches great importance to this matter in view of its extreme urgency and
the very obvious nced to ensure the safety of that people‘'s childrer, women and
elderly msimbers, as a first stage, until real peace is achieved through the
withdrawal of Israsl from the cccupied Palestinian territory and the establishment
of the indepsndeant Palestinian State on its soil.

In conclusion, I should 1like to quots words of peace, true peace, which were
spoksn by the Secrotary-General of the United Natiomns at the end of his report on
the item under consideratioas

“For my part, I continue to believe that a negotiating procass will only
be effective if it irvolves all the parties concerned, including the Palestine

Liberation Organization, and aims at a just and lasting settlement of the

Arab-Israeli conflict based on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and

338 (1973) and the legitimate political rights of the Palestinian peopls,

including self-dotermination."“ (A/45/709, para., 7)

Ihe PRESIDENT: In accordance with General Assembly resolution
3237 (XXIX), of 22 Hovember 1974, and resolution 43/177, of 15 Decembsr 1988, I
céll on the head of the Observer delegation of Palestine.

Mr. KADDOUMI (Palestine) (interpretation from Arabic): I take pleasure

at the beginning of my statemeant to extand my congratulatioms to you, Sir, on your
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election to the presidency of the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. We
are confident that by virtue of your outstanding qualities and your high efficiency
the work of this session will be successfully concluded. We, the Palectinian
psople, cherish the close relations with the friendly population of Malta. Such
ties are based on cultural, historically firm and good-neighbourly relaticns which
link Malta to the Arab world.

I also wish to take this opportunity to salute your predacessor, the President
of the last session of the General Assembly, Mr. Joseph Garba, for his valuable
efforts. It also gives me pleasure to extend my appreciation to the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his constant efforts in the
service of the cause of international peace ard security.

I should also like to extend my thanks and appreciation to the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and to its
Chairperson, Mrs. Absa Clande Diallo, for her valuable efforts and tireless work to
support the struggle of the Palestinian people and to discharga the tasks entrusted
to her.

Once again the General Assembly of the United Nations discusses the question
of Palestine as it has done for over 40 years, that is to say, since the founding
of the United Nations. The only question that has remained unsolved on the agenda
of the General Assembly after more than 40 years, is the question of Palestine that
has resulted in the displacement. of our people., the occupation of our land, the
denial of our most fundamental political and human rights. The failure to find a
solution tec the question of Palestine has led also to several wars with a heavy
toll that amounted to hundreds of thousands of casualties. It still comstitutes
the crux of the conflict in the Middle East region. Its persistence is a grave
hotbed of tension, a matter that cannot be ignored or overlooked regardless of the

attempts of some to do just that.
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A few days ago, we celsbrated the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian Psople. We thank all the countries that expressed their sclidarity
with the struggle of our peopla for the attainment of its inalienable rights. That
cccasion provided another opportunity for the international community to renew the
declaration of its rejecticn of the Israeli cccupation and Israsli practices that
breach svery rule of international law and trample every human right under foot.

However, cur people asks for ‘more than solidarity anéd words of support. It
certainly asks for more than resolutions that remain unimplemented.

We are avare of the fact that the General Assembly meets at this session in a
new international climate in the wake of tho demise of an era of confrontation and
cold war. Our hope is that this will mark the beginning of a new era in
international relations and the emergence of a new ihternational order wherain law
and justice will prevail.

If we ara indeed on the threshold of & new era and if our aim is to defend and
uphold the prianciples of international law rather than pursue strategic
considerations aznd the ecomomic interests of some countries, it is high time that
we began to work together for the achievement of equality and justice for all and
for the implementation cf all United Natioas resolutions everywhere and in avsry
case.

There is no Goubt that the United Nations Organization is qualified to play
the effective role for which it was created to perform ina sblving international
problems, upholding the law and safequarding the peace and security of the world.
However, this requires, above all else, complete respect of internaticnal legality
and not the selective observance of that lagality whenever it is in the ineerssﬁ of
some to do sco.

We have witnessed in the past few days manoeuvres in the Security Couneil

which are disturbing to anyone who hopes that the United Nations will perform its
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desired role. The American Administration, through its presidency of the Security
Council, unfortunately impeded consideration of the draft resolution relating to
Palestine submitted by four of the non-aligned members of the Security Council, by
various manoeuvres which made light of the rights of those countries and of all
established rules and procedures.

In a few days the Palestinian iptjfadah will enter its fourth year. Our
Palestinian people are still subjected to the most gruesome measures of repression
and terrorism at the hands of the Israeli forces c? occupation. Over those past
three years, the Israeli soldiers have killed more than 1,200 Palestinians. Half
of them were youths, women and children. Tens of thousands were injured. More
than 90,000 were detainsd. At the same time, Israel continued to confiscate our
land. It has seized more than 58 per cent of the land@ in Gaza and the West Bank.
The Israelis have also Gemolished hundreds of houses and deported tems of thousands
of our citizens. The schools and universities, the colleges of our occupied
homeland have remained closed since that time. Israel contizuously escalates its
terroristic and repressive practices. It goes on perpetrating the crimes of
killing, detention, expulsion, starving out the Palestinians, keeping them under
seige and pursues a policy of collective punishment by blowing up houses, setting
fire to crops and plantations, uprooting trees and imposing yet more taxes.

Not content with all this, Isrzel's occupation forces have perpetrated yet
more bloody massacres, including the massacre at Al-Haram Al-Sharaef where at least
21 martyrs fell victim while hundreds were wounded. The Security Council has
condemned this heinous massacre.

In the wake of that massacre the Secretary-General proposed measures to
provide urgent protection for our people inside the cccupied territories. The

propozed measures included the establishment of a permanent presence of the United
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Nations and its personnel as well as the application of the provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention which Israel refuses to abids by.

I seize this opportunity to cail upor the Assembly to urge the Security
Council to adept & resolution that provides for and ensures this protection to save
cur people from these inhumane practices.

We also hope that the Security Council will adopt ths draft resolution now
before it which has been postpohed for weeks during the United States presidency of
the Council so that the Council may affirm iﬁs cradibility and reinforce the faith
of our peoples and the peoples of.the world in this iaternational organisation
whose credibility has been shaken.

During the last two years, we made the Paleatinian peacH initiativé which was
welcomed by the intsraational community as a whole. We had hoped *hat by so doing
we were taking practical steps towards peace but, to our deep regret, the ssarch
for peace faltered because of the intransigence of Israel and its adamant position
which rejects every international constructive effort a2imed at easing the temsion
and creating a favourable climate for the &chievement of a just and lasting peace

in the region.
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Unfortunately, despite the international unanimity ia Geneva, embodisd in
Assembly resolution 43/167, which viewed the Palestinian psace initative as cause
for real hope that a just solution be found to the Arab-Israelii conflict, Israel
persisted in its intransigent policies in Jefiance of international lecality. the
United Nations itself and the public and official unanimity of tha irtcrnational
community.

It is truly regrettable that this Israeli policy should have received ths
material, military and political support of the United States of America. And yet,
while we responded positively to the five poiants put forward by Mr. Baker, the
United States Socretafy of State, Israel rejected them out of hand.

Delegations here heard the statemeats made a few days ago by the terrorist
Shamir, Prime Minister of Israel, wherein he reiterated that Israel has no
intention of withdrawing from the occupied Arab and Palestinian territories bscsuse
it needs those territories to reaiize its dream of a2 "gresater Isra=l" and to
accommodate the new immigrauts, who have started to invade our country and settle
in our land. Therefore, we earmestly hope that the Assembly will suppert the Arab
move concerning Israsl's credentials and express its political rejection of ths
Israeli policy of annexaticn and expansion.

Given this deteriorating situation, it is the right of sur people and of the
peoples of all Arab nations to view with scepticism the claims by the United States
Administration, regarding its alleged concera over international legality and
United Nations resolutions. It is the right of us all to view with scepticizm the
veracity of United States declared intentions in the Gulf region. The United
States has mobilized fleets, aircraft and hundreds of thousands of soldiers. Can
it be in defence of freedom and justice as it claims or ig it bscause the United

States has new colonial designs in the light of the new interrational situation?
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On this occasion, I should 1like to refer to the fact that the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) has been the target of an unjust campaign by a few
for its courageous position concerning the Gulf crisis, whereas that position was
more concerned with sparing the region and the whole world from the risks of an
all-consuming, futile and devastating war, from whose conssquences tho world would
suffer for years to come. We in the Arab League adopted on the very first day a
clear position based on the nesd to f£find a peaceful solution to the Gulf crisis -
and I would point out that I chairsd the first meeting of the Arad League - within
the framework of its charter and principles.

We have worked seriously and with a sense of responsibility to avert a
potential catastrophe by giving impstus to peace and sesking to create propitious
conditions for initiating a constructive dialogue botween the Arab parties that
could lead to a peaceful solution within an international framework.

Later on a broad Arab and international consansus emerged on thoss initiatives
and ideas which aim at protecting the rights and interests of all. Recernt
developments fortunately have shown that we took the right position when wo
advocated dialogue and not war as the only maans for preventing any further
deterioration of this dangerous crisis. Therefore, we view ths United States
position as announced by Presideat Bush, namely, the opaning of dialogue with Iraq,
as a step in the right direction towards finding a solution. We hope tha: this
will be the means by which all problems in the Middle East will be dealt with,
because those problems are interrelated. So are their solutions.

Despite the growing detarioration.and increased gravity of the situation as a
result of Israeli policies and practices and the United States support of Israel
which unfortunately led to the halting of United States-Palestinizn talks, the PLO

still adheres to the peace initiative which we announced two years ago as being the
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embodiment of the will of our people to put an end to Israeli occupation and to
affirm the desire of cur pecple to establish a just peace in Palestine and in the
Middle East region through the convening of an Internationzl Peace Conference hased
on relevant United Natioans resolutions, including Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973), and the legitimate and inalienable national rights of
the Palestinian people, particularly the right to gzolf-determination, with the
participation of the five permanent members of the Security Council, and all the
partias to the conflict, including the PLO, on en equal footing. That was the
agreement in the resolutions adopted by the United Nations and approved by the

iniernational community unanimously.,
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The twentieth century is near its end and the question of the Palestinian
people is still unresolved despite ali cur sacrifices and suffering. We know the
great depth of the hostility of the powerful forcga that oppose the aspirations of
our people.

We live nowadays in a pariod of radical transformations which aim at building
& new world. We all hope that that new world will bs more just, more free, more
democratic and more peaceful. Despite the optimism generatsd by the new
international détente and the ending of the cold and hot wars betwsen the two blocs
of East and West, we, like all the other peopies of the third world hope that the
wars that used to rage between East and West will not be replaced by wars Letwsen
North and South,

At this watershed and with the approach of a new century, the world is called
upon to spare no effort in ensuring that the new century will not inherit the
problems and crises of the current century, first among which is the question of
Palestine. I wonder whethsr the end of the century will bring with it also the end
of the question of Palestire and whether the pew century will bring with it an
independent sovereign Palestine. That is the challenge, the big question that the
intérna&ional community has to answer. The struggle of the pecple of Palestine
will not end until we have established our State, the independent nation-state of
Paleétine, God willing.

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have heard the last spoaker in the debate on this itam.

Actior on draft resolutions A/45/L.24, L.25, L.26, L.27 and L.28 will be taken
on Thursday, 6 December.

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise of the

right of reply.



AE/13b AF45/PV.53
102

(The Pregident)

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, statsmenta ih exercise of the right of reply are limited to 70 minutes for
the first intervention and to £1§e minutes for the second and should be made by
delsgations from their seats.

Mr, AL SALLAL (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): This morning, the
Asgenmbly heard the statemsnt by the representative of the Iragi régime on the
question of Palastine. He bzgan by asking how much longer Israel would continue to
occupy the Arab territories. Like the bitter truth, the reply is simpld. The
reason for the persistence of the Israeli occupatioa of those terrikories is to be
found in the existencs of dictatorial and terroristic régimes such as the one in
Iraq ghat arg content to raise slogans about the quastion of Palestiane while, by
their actions, they impede the Arab struggle from toaéhing a solution to the
Palestinian pscple‘’s tragedy.

Let us take a look at what the Iraqi régime has done for the Paleétinian
cause - apart from raisihg siogans and making empty statemsnts over the past
twanty-two years. Did not the Iragi régime close its eyes to the killing of
thousands of Palestinians in Jordan some years ago, whern the tens of thousands of
its troops that wera presext did nothingvto intervene despite the Palestinians*
cries of despair? Is it not the Iragi régime that is resporsible for the physical
elimination of the heads of Pelestine Libration Organisation (PLO) offices in
Europe - Said Hamami, Eszeldin Al Qalaqg and many others? Did not the Iraqi régime
establish the Arad liberation front that was the source of division in and a
principal factor in the waakening of the PLO for several ysars? Is it not a fact
that Abu Nidal, the well-kaown intern#tional teriorist who was condemned to death
by the PLO itself, is to this dey the main ally of the Iraqi régime? Perhaps the

representative of the Iraqi régime can tell us whera Abu Nidal is at this very
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moment. The head of the Iraqi rédgime himaalf, in the course of the raceant ABC
television interview, admitted that he was sheltering and protecting that terrorist
and other criminals whom Saddam Hussein is using for the purposes of his
terroristic, clandestine diplomacy.

Was Irag's 1988 aggression against Iran, which squandered the resources of the
Iranian and Iragi peoples and took a toll of a2 milliion casualties, a struggie that
Iraq engaged in for the sake of the Palestinian cause? Wahat about the invasion and
occupation of the State of Kuwait, the killing and expulgion of hundreds of
thousands of its citizens and residents and the destruction of its institutiong and
economic igttastructure? Was all this a step forward, an attespt to help liberate
Palestine?

This barbaric aggression has destroyed evary real chance for a just settlement
to the Palestinian question - those chances which had éemerged since the begirzning
of the intifadah. It has also set at naught all the efforts dsployed over the past
faew years to crsate Arab solidarity and a uanified Arab position with regard to a
comprehensive peaceful settlement of the Palestinian question.

The suffering of the Palostinian people who resided in Kuwait - and thore were
hundreds of thousands of them - is & vivid example of the shameful role of Iraqg in
its actions against the Palestinian people. According to the PLO iteelf, ths iraqi
aggression and invasion resulted in the lose of an important scurce of support for
the Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gasa Strip. It has alsc resulted in the
displacement of tens of thousands of Pelestinians who have lost thsir property and
hed to leave Kuwait because of 111 treatment at the hands of Iraqi troops and
decided to go to the West Bank &and Gaza, preferring to iive under Israeli

occupation rather than under Iragi occupation.
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These are only a few., simple examples of the contribution of the Iraqi régime
to the question of Palestine. Kuwait's role, on the other hand, is well-known,.

Hot only aid Ruwait support the Palestinian cause but it alzo supported pan-Arab
and international co-cperation. Kuwait has bsen one of the major economic donors
both in the Arab world and in the third world. Suffice to say that hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians lived in Kuwait and enjoyed free madical, socizl and
education services on an equal fooging with Kuwaiti citizens.

Perhaps we should wonder here why is it that the Palestinian people did not
choose to live in Iraq under the régime of Saddan Hussein, which claims to defend
them, and preferred to live in Kuwait, sgainst which the representative of the
Iragi régime levelled totally arbitrary sccusations and charges this morning. The
Government of Kuwalt doeés not need the testimony of a terrorist régime, but in
order to illustrate the fact that the allegations of the representative of the
Iragi régime are completely devoid of any basis in reality, allow me to mention a
declaration made & few months before the invasion of Kuwait by Irag.

That declaration by the Iragis said that their brother Gaber Al-Ahmad Al-Gaber
Al-Sabah 2nd the fraternal pecple of Kuwait had played a privileged and decisive
role in their glorious struggle. Kuwait had conscientiously and with courage faced
up to the aggresscors and the greed and pressures which were designed to make Kuwait
abandon its own identity and the demands of national safety and security. Kuwait
had remained faithful te its own principles and its own policy, without which and
without respect for which all Arabs would have found themselves in an equally
deplorable situation. By way of gratitude for the honourable role of Kuwait, His
Highness the Emir of the State of Kuwait received the highest possible civilian

decoration from the Iragis.
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That was a statement made a few montks before the Iragi aggression. Wa skould
wonder who is lying, the President of Irag, his repreasentatives or all of them?
There is no doubt that all those present in this Hall know very well what the
answer to this question is.

Mr. SIEIN (United States of America): I do not wish to delay unduly the
Assembly's consideration of this agenda item, but I cannot lot the zemarks of the
representative of Iraq pass without comment.

The representative of Irag has distorted the record of the Socurity Council
and has distorted the role of the United States in the Council. The Unitsd States
votés for or againmst resoiutions, in the Security Council and in the General
Assemily, based exclusivaly on the merits of the text. We vote for texts that we
believe will advance the cause of psace in the Middle East, and we vote against
those texts that do not advance peace. That will remain gur goal and will remain
the criterion against which we measure draft resclutions.

The United States continues to balisve that United Nations Security Council
resclutionas 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) must form the basis of a just, equitable and
lasting peace in the Middle East. No Governmant has a proven record of commitment
to implementing those resclutions more convineing and more consistent than that of
the Unized States. Wo are proud of our record, and we invite all those who are
seriously interested in bringing pszce to the region to join us in this effort.

Mr. MOHAMMED (Irag) (interprotation Zrom Arabic): It is rather irenie
that the United States representative should again claim that he was acting in the
Security Council in the interests of poace. What kia¢ . peace does he mean? Is
it the continued Zionist occupation of the Palestinian ang Arab territories fer
many years now? And who supportad Iarsel during this decades-long occupation?

Evecrybody in this Assembly knows that the United States delegation in the Security
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Council prevented the adoption of dozens and dosens of resclutioans that would have
condemned the Zionist entity and denounced its attacks against the neighbouring
Arab countries.

In the latest resolutions adopted by the Council, the United States
representative, Mr. Pickering, said - I speak from memory - that his voting in
fsvour of the draft resolution did not mean that the United Nations or the Security
Council should play a2 role in the peace process in the Middle East. He had voted
in favour of that draft resolution, even after the Uanited States and the United
Kingdom delegations refused to accept the draft resolution that was submitted by
the non-aligned countries to dispatch observers from the Security Council to
investigate ways and means of protecting Palestinian civilians under occupation
after the killing of 21 Palestinians by the bullets of the soldiers of the
occupying army.

All of this makes it quite clear that the posture and role of the United
States in the Security Council serve in the first instance the interests of the
Zionist entity to which the United States extends every protectiom and support in
every political and econcmic area. Hence, to claim that the United States seeks to
establish pzace would be no reflection of the truth. Everybody knows this, Uuited
Nations documents and Security Council resolutions are ample proof of this, and the

statistics are there to prove it.

Ihe meeting rose at 7.10 p.m.





