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The meeting was called to ordsr at 3.30 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM 23
QUESTION OF PALESTINE

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (A/45/35)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A7457709)

The PRESIDENT: I propose that tke list of speakers in the debate on this
item be closed at 12 noon tomorrow, Friday, 30 November 1990, May I take it that
the General Assembly agrees to that proposal?

It was so decided.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Senegal, in her capacity
as Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People.

Mrs. DIALLO (Senegal), Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People (inter;retation from French): It is
an honour and a privilege for me in my capacity as Chairman of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to address the General
Assembly on;e again for the purpose of introducing this most important agenda item,
"Question of Palestine®.

In my statement to the Assembly a year ago I appealed to the international
community on behalf of all children - not only Palestinian children, but also
Israeli children - and said that ultimately it was for their sake and the sake of
all children that we must not fail in ocur efforts to achieve peace, so that they
might be able finally to enjoy the peaceful and just world that was their right,

not simply theirs by virtue of existing conventions.
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(Mra. Diallo, Chairman, Committee
Rights of the Palestinian People)

On 30 September 1990, 71 Heads of State or Government, assembled at the World
Summit for Children, jointly undertook the noble commitmant to “giving every child
a better future". Recognizing the dangers faced by children through conflict,
foreign occupation, poverty and abuse, they expressed their dstermination to take
political action at the highest level to ensure the well-baing of all children.

The annual report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienzble Rights
of the Palestinian Psople, which Ambassadcr Borg Olivier, Permanent Representative
of Malta to the United Nations and Rapporteur of the Committes, will introduce
shortly, contains many details on developments during the reporting year. One
figure in particular stands out: since the beginning of the jantifadah almost three
yYears ago about one guarter of the casualties have been children. By the end of
September, 218 children under 16 had been killed by gunfiro, beatings or other
actions of the Israeli authorities, including more than 36 infants killed by
tear-gas. Tens of thoucands of children have been injured. Thousands more, some
of them no more than five years of &ge, have been detainad, and there have been
numerous reports of their mistreatment. Mcreover, more than half a million
children have suffered major dizruption of their education owing to the prolonged
closure of educatioaal institutions, from kindergarten tc university level, and
because of incidents that constantly disrupt classes wher schools at last re-open,

These figuraes are particularly disturbing because they show excessive and
unjustified use of force by the Israeli authorities, im particular against
children, the most precious resource of any nation; they show clearly that the
occupying Power is trying not simply to restore law and order in the occupied
territory, as the Israeli authorities claim, but rather to suppress an entire

people, including its most vulnerable element.
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(Mra._Diallo. Chairman. Committeo
Riohte of the Fatsatinios Peais®
The fact that the occupying Power finds it Recessary to shoot, use tear-gas

against and detain children in order te guarantee its own security is clear proof
that security does not lie in the occupation of territory. Om the contrary, as our
Committea has repeatedly warned over the yaars, military occupation will remain a
permanent source of inatability and violence bacsuse it has to be maintained by
armed force, thus resulting in dispossession, the denial of fundamental human
rights and, at the same time, growing resistaace on the part of the Palestinian
population. Ouly a comprehonsive sattlemant based on respect for international
legality, recogniticn of tha interests of all the parties concernsd, and

appropriate international guarantses can Provide real and parmanent security.
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Our Committee is extremely concerned that the situation in the occupied
Palestinian territory has reached an impasse, and this makes it all the more
dangerous. Since 1947, when the General Assembly adopted resclution 181 (I1I1),
innumerable efforts have bean.made through a variety of mechanisms to reach an
equitable solution to the fundamental problem of how the territory of historic
Palestine should be shared between its two communities, the Jews and the
Palestinian Arabs. Gradually a conseansus hag emerged on the fundamental elements
of such a solution, as spelled out in resolution 44/42 of 6 December 1989, which
members will recall was adopted by an unprecesdentead majority of 151 votes in
favour. They include the withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and from the other occupied territories;
guaranteeing arrangements for the security of all States in the region, including
those named in the partition resolution, withir szecure and internationally
recognized boundaries: and the recognition and attainment of the legitimate
national rights of the Falestinian people, primarily the right to
self-determination.

There was some hope then that after 80 many years of multilateral and
bilateral efforts the pesce process would finally move forward. The Palastinian
peace initiative and the declaration in Novembar 1988 of an independent Palestinian
State, and the subsaquoent diplomatic moves, iacluding various proposals advanced by
some of the parties, appeared to have brought us to a turning-point. Isrzel,
however, has shown complete intransigence. It has refused to respond to the
Palestinian initiative. It remains adamantly opposed to the éonvening of the
International Peace Couference on the Middle East, vhick continues to be the avenue

favoured by the vast majority of Member States.
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(Mrs. Diallo. Chairman, Committee
Rights of the Palestinian People)

As a result, the peace process has been blocked. Unfortunately, the Security
Council has thus fai beer unable to take any steps towards the convening of the
peace conference because of the opposition of a permanent member. Years have
elapsed in these fruitless efforts, and all the appeals of our Committee and of
many others have not had the desired result. The current crisis in the Gulf has
greatly raised the level of tension in the region and further complicated efforts
to promote a peaceful settlement. We believe, however, that recent developments
have made it increasingly clear that the International Peace Conference, with the
participation of all parties comcerned om an equal footing and resulting in
adequate security guarantees for all States in the region, is the most constructive
proposal &dvanced so far and the one that is most likely to lead to positive
results. I would like to emphasize that progress towards a solution of the
question of Palestine would greatly contribute to a comprehensive settlement of the
Middle East conflict,

For its part, our Committee has spared no effort in promoting the convening of
the conference and in bringing together people of good will from all sides -
Palestinians, Israelis, Jews and other people from all regions - for a
consideration of the relevant issues in a constructive and concrete manner. In the
course of the past year the Committee has carried out an intensive programme of
meetings in various regions with a view to mchilizing official and public opinion
in pursuit of these objectives and to creating a climate which could contribute to
a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine.

Regional seminars were held jointly with symposia of noa-governwmental
organizations for the Aszian region in Kuala Lumpur, for the Latin America and

Caribbean region ian Buenos Aires, for the African region in Freetows and for
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Rishta of ‘the Easatinion Fasmay”
the Worth American region in New York. Im addition, a European seminar weg held in
Stockholm and a symposium of Buropean non-governmental organizations and an
international meeting of non-goveramental organizations were held at the United
Nations office in Geneva.

I would like here to thank once again the Goverzments of Malaysia, Argentina,
Sierra Leone and Sweden for providing venues for thoge important eventz and for the
unstinting support they gave the Committee in its work. The Committee was greatly
encouraged by the seriousness of purposs of the participants in the various
meetings and the support they demonstrated for United Nations recommendations for
achieving a just scttlement of the questicn of Palestine. The Committee intends to
carry out its work along the same lines in the coming year.

It is essential now that Israel be made to understand that the interests of
peace in the region, as well as its own best interests, require that it change its
unbending position. Many Iscraelis from differant segments of the political
spectrum have coms to recognize this necessity and to accept that Palestinians have
naticnal rights which need to be realised if there is tc be poace in the region.

We once again urge the Israeli Government to join the internationsl consensus
bofore the situation degenerates into uncontrollable violence and intercommunal,
even inter-religious, strife.

Unfortunately, recent events provide an ominous warning of what might be lying
shead. Since laat May, when a former Israeli scldier firing at random murdersd
eight Palestinian workers from Gasa, the lovel of violance has escalated in the
most alarming manner. The latest incident, the nassacre of over 20 Palestinians at

the Haram al-Shareef in Jerusalem, has been condemned by the Security Council and

by the international community as a whole.



EMS/5 A/45/PV.49
8.10

(Mrs. Diallo, Chairman. Committee

Ten years ago, at the seventh emergency special session of the General
Assembly, my predecessor as Chairman of the Committee had some prophetic words. He
said,

“a fire that is not quenched must spread. A benign cancer that is not traated

syreads, and becomes incurable and then fatal®.

Many tragic events have taken place since then, causing the loss of many
lives. Yet ths unprecedented political devalopments of the past year, and ia
particular the affirmation of the primacy of international law and the advent of an
era of éartnetship in place of rivalry, have opened up unprecedented possibilities
for the peaceful resoiution of regional conflicts. Cur Committee bealieves that the
majority of the Isrceli people want to live in peace and to build a better future

for their children, just as tue Palestiniens go.
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(Mes. Diallo, Chairman, Committee

on the Exercige of the Inaljenable

Rights of the Palestinian People)
We are persuaded that wisdom and statesmanship will prevail and that a peaceful
solution of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israelij conflict in the
Middle Bast, will be achieved. We pledge ourselves to continue to work towards
that objective to the best of our abilities.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I now call upon the Rapporteur of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Paople, to introduce the
Committee's report, A/45/35.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta), Rapporteur of the Committee on the Exerciss of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People: On this day when the
international community formelly commemorates its solidarity with the Palestinian
people it is an honour and a privilege for me in my capacity as Rapporteur to
present to the General Assembly the 13%0 report (A/45/35) of the Committee on the
Exercise of tho Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

In 1990 the Committee, under the able guidance of its Chairman, Her Excellency
Ambassador Absa Claude.Diallo, diligently carried out its mandate on the basis of
the resclutions adopted by the General Azsembly. The report stresses the
Committee’s concern over the dangerous stalemats that has developed,
notwithstanding the efforts to promote peace, and over the grave deterioration of
the situation in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967 as a result of the
escalating Israsli reprecaion of the iptifadah. It stresses the urgency of taking
measures for the protection of the Palestinian people and for the comvening of the
Interastional Peace Conference on the Middle Bast in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 44/42, snd expresses the firm view that the Security Council
should show the same re=siuteness in dealing with the question of Palestine as it

has manifested in the cass of the crisias in the Gulf.
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(Mr. Borg Clivier, Rapporteur,
Committee on the Exercise of
Balestinjan People)

Chapters II and III of the report are procedural and summarize the respective
mandates of the Committee, the Division for Palestinian Rights and the Department
of Public Information; they also give information on the organization of the work
of the Committee.

The action taken by the Committee in 2990 is described in chapter IV of the
report. In section A.1, which reviews the situation, the Committee has noted with
deep concern that in its efforts to suppress the jntifadah Israszl had cortinuved to
resort to the use of often excessive and indiscriminate force, including shooting
at demonstrators, intensive use of tear-gas and the severe beating of dstainees.
The Committee has monitored the situation in the Palestinian territory occupied
since 1967 on an ongoing basis through the media and the reports of Unitad Nations
orgsns and agencies as well as through information collected by Goveraments,
noa-governmental organizations, individual experts and persons from Isrzel and the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967 who participated in meetings held under
the auspices of the Committee and other sources. As of 31 October 1990, according
to the DataBase Project on Palestinian Human Righta, the total number of
Palestinians killed since the beginning of the intifadah by Israeli armed forces,
armed settlers, civilians and collaborators was 876 identified cases, of which
25 per cent were children under the age of 16. The Committee has noted with
indignation that Israeli forces had indiscriminately used firearms against
Palestinians in the precincts of Al Haram Al Shareef in Jerusalem on

8 October 1990, which resulted in the deaths of over 20 Palestinians and the

wounding of over 125 others,
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(Me._Borg Qlivior. Rapporteur,
W
Palestinian Psopls)

In this section of its report the Committee also takes note of the fact that
Israeli occupation authorities contipue to resort to a variety of harsh measures
and collective punishments in their efforts to suppress the intifadah.

Section A.2 (a) refers to the letters sent by the Chairman of the Committee to
the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council drawing their
attention to specific incidents of particular gravity. Since those letters have
besn circulated as documents of the General Assembly and the Security Council, they
have not been summarized in the report, in an effort to make it mors concise.
Instead, all documentary references have been provided.

In addition, the Committee has followed closely the activities of the Security
Council or matters related to the Committee's mandate and haz participated in
Council debates, as necessary, as reflected in section A.2 {b).

In its programme of work the Committee once again decided to continue to give
the utmoat priority to promoting the early convening of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle East in accordsuce with General Assembly resolution 44/42
of 6 December 1989 in all its activities during 1990. Its efforts iam this regard
are detailed in section A.3. The Committes also decided tcrstress tke urgent need
for ensuring the safety and protection of Palestinians under Israeli occupation in
accordance with the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The Committes was
greatly encouraged by the overwhelming international support for its objectives and
by the intensification of afforts among the international commumity in favour of &
just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine, as reflacted, in

particular, in the recommendations adopted Ly the regional seminars and by symposia

and meetings of non-govermmental organizations on the question of Palestine
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(M. Borg Olivjer. Rapporteur,

Committee op the Exercise of

Pelostinian Peopiey 0
organized under the auspices of the Committes. Those reccmmendations are annexed
to the report of the Committee.

Section A.4 contains a list of international conferences and meetings at which
the Committee was represented because of their particular relevance to its work.

Section A.5 contains a list of documents relating to action on the question of
Palestine taken by Unitea Nations bodies, the Movement of Hon-Aligned Countries and
intergovernmental organizations. The documents give an indication of the intensity
of international conceran regarding the current situation and of support for the
Committee’'s objectives for the achievement of a comprehensive, just and 1asting
solution to the guestion of Palestina.

Section B describes the activities of the Division for Palestinian Rights,
organized in conmsultation with the Committes and urder its guidance, in
implementation of the mandates containad in Gemeral Assembly resclutions 44/41 A
and B. Section B.1 contains an account of the regional seminars held under the
Committee's auspices. Four seminars were held in Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean, Africa, Europe and North America, raspactively.

The Committee was greatly encouraged by the active participation in the
seminars of prominent political personalities, parliamentarians, policy-makers and
other experts, including Israelis and Palestinians, The Committae axpressad
satisfaction that the seminars had made a positive contribution to peace efforts by
providing a forum for a balanced and constructive discussion of all the issues. It
noted that the seminar participants had adopted comclusions and recommendations
expressing support for the Committee's objectives for a peaceful settlement of the

question of Palestine, particularly through the "two peoples, two States” formula

and the convening of the Internatiomal Peace Conforence on the Midiile Bast. It
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(Mc. Borg Qlivier, Rapporteur,
Committeo on the Exercise of
She Ipslienable Rights of the
Pelsstinian Psopls)

further noted the request that tha Committes continue to ensure that regional
seminars provide an opportunity for diverse peints of view to he expressed ao that
a meaningful dialogue could be held among pecple of good will on all sides.

Section B.2 describes the activities organized by the Committee in its
continuing efforts to expand its contacts with norn-governmental orgaciszations and
to co-operate with them in their contribution to heightening internaticnsl
awareness of the facts relating to the question of Palestine. Five regicnal
symposia for non-governmental organizations were heid in Asia, Latin America ard
the Caribbean, Africa, North America and Europe, and an international mesting of
those organisations was also held at Geneva.

The Committees was greatly encouraged by the intensification of activities ana
programmes of the non-governmental organisations, including the zending of
fact-finding missions to ths area, the promotion of joint activities betwesn
Israelis and Palestinians and the provision of assistance and various other
activities aimed at heightening public awareness and promoting a peaceful
settlement. The Committes notod with satisfaction the continuing and growing
involvement of Israeli organizations and Jawish orgenizationz in North America and

HWestern Europe in these asfforts.
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(Mr, Zorg Olivier, Rapporteur. Committee on
ot Eho Falaniinian Fampa) - R1SHSS

It also noted that the regional symposia and the international meetings of
non-governmantal organizations had adopted declarations expressing the full support
of the non-governmental organizations for the objectives and activities of the
United Nations to ensure a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine and
reaffirming the commitment of the non-governmental organisations to intensify
further their efforts in this direction.

Sections B.3 and B.4 contain information on the sctivitiez of the Division for
Palestinian Rights in the field of information and publications and on the
commemoration of tha International Day of Solidarity with the Palestirian People.

Chapter V of the report covers the work of ths Dspartment of Public
Information in accordance with Generai Assembly resolution 44/41 C, including the
publications and avdiovisual activities of that Department and journalists®
encounters and news missions to the area.

Chapter VI, the last chapter of the report, contains the racommendations of
the Committee. These recommendations take into account dsvelopments since the last
session of the General Assembly. 1In this chapter the Committee has expressed its
disquiet over the prospects for peace in view of Israel's continued intransigence
and policy of armed repression of the intifadah and the serious threst of armed
confrontation caused by the Gulf crisis. It calls for international atteation to
remain focused on the nesd to resolvs the question of Palestins in spite of recent
developments, and it appeals to the Security Council to take concrete and gffective
action towards resclving the Arab-Israeli comflict, the core of which iz the
question of Palestine. The Committes also reaffirms the international consensus
that the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organisc~ion on an equal footing
is indispensable in any efforts and deliberations aimed at the achievement of a

lasting peace in the Middle Eact.
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The Committee recalls its original recommendations, which are once again
annexed to the report. It reaffirms the principles for the achisvement of a
comprehensive peace contained ia resolution 44/42 of 6 December 1989. It also
expresses dsep regret at Israel's rejection of the comstructive Proposais contained
in that resolution aud calls on those States that have thus far prevented its
implementation to join the international consensus. The Cormittee calls upcn the
General Assembly to urge the Security Council, and in particular its permanent
members, to considsr measures needed to convane the International Peace Conference
on the MiGdle Bast. It also urges the Council to adéress the question of Palestine
with the same urgency and detarmination shown in addressing other importamt matters
of concern to the international community. The Committee Las also decided to
continue to intensify its efforts towards the convening of ths Intercational Peace
Conference and to give the utmost priority to that goal in its programne of work
for next ysar.

The Committee then once again urgss that all necessary measures be taken
immediately tc protect the Palestinian people in the Palestinian territory occupied
since 1967, including Jerusalen. It calls on the Security Council to estabiish
urgently an effective United Nations presence with a legal mandate to orotect the
Palestinians. In this regard the Committee endorses the pProposed establishment by
the Security Council of a United Nations obaoryer force. It alsc calls om the
Security Council to consider again with urgency the matter of Israseli sottlements
in the occupied territories and to take sppropriate measures to deal with the
situation.

Finally, the Committee reaffirms the duty and responsibility of the United

Nations to provide all necessary assistance to ensure the economic development of
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the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, in preparation
for the attainment of national sovereignty in accordance with the relevant United
Nations resolutions. The Committee also calls for an increase in international
eccnomic and sccial assistance to the Palestinian people in close co-cperation with
the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The report I have just described reflects the sincere commitment of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inaliensble Rights of the Palestinian People to
finding ways and means to achieve a just and lasting peaceful settlement to the
Arab-Israeli conflict - and to the question of Palestine in particular - in all its
aspects, a just settlement that will permit the Palestinian people to realisze their
aspirations and that respects and guarantees the legitimate needs and interests cf
all sides.

Ihe PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the Observer of Palestine. I now
call on him, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 3227 (XXIX) of
2 November 1974 and 43/177 of 15 December 1988,

Mr. AL-KIDWA (Palestine) (interpretation frem Arabic): On
29 October 1990, the Observer Mission of Palestine to the United Natioms, according
to usual procedure, requested entry visas for Mr. Farouk Al-Kaddoumi, Minister of
State of the State of Palestine and Head of the Political Committee of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, along with his accompanying delegation, to
attend the General Assembly and participate in its deliberations, as is customary,
during the General Assembly's debate on the agenda item "The question of
Palestine”. Up to Monday last, 26 November, the requested entry visasz were not
granted by the host country, the United States of Amsrica. We then turned to the

Secretary-General and the United Nations Legal Counsel, who undertook to make



RM/7 A/45/PV.49
19-20

(Mc. A)-Kidwa, Palestine)
engquiries with the host country at various leveis. Those efforts, in addition to
many other moves, resulted in the issuance today, at 8 Pem., Tunis time, by the
host country of the requested visas,

We condemn this American attitude, which is a clear breach of the host
country's legal commitments under the provisions of the Headquarters Agreement
concluded betwaen the United States of America and the United Nations. We condemn
it, and view it as evidence of a political attitude hostile to the Palestinian
people and aimed at impeding the arrival our Minister of State.

While we condemn it, we should also like to extend our apologies to
delegations and members of the Gensral Assembly for this situation, over which we
have no control. This is the first time that the representative of Palestine has
not begun the political debate under the agends item “The question of Palestine".
Our only congolation is that Mr. Al-Kaddouai will be given the chance to address

the General Asasembly at the end of its deliberations under this item.
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Ke asled to speak ouly to clarify the situation, to make clear to members of
the General Assembly what has happened, and to ask that our political statement be
deferred to the end of the dsbate on the agenda item entitled “Question of
Palestine",

Mr. GARDEZI (Pakistan): What the international community has witnezssd
over the past three ysars is basically a contrast between Palestinian moderation
and Israeli intransigence. On the Palestinian side there is the peace initiative
launched by President Yasser Arafat in 1988, while Israel persists in its efforts
to dery the people of Palestine their national rights.

The Political Resolutiocn adopted by the Palestine National Council confirmed
the determination of the Palestine Liberstion Organization (PLO) to reach a
comprehensive peaceful solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict and its esseance, the
Palestinian questicn. This solution would bs worksd out within the framework of
the United Nations Charter, the principles and provisions of international
legitimacy, the rules of international law and the resolutions of the United
Nations. This would be done in a manner that would ensure the exarcise of the
right of the Palestinian Arab psople to establish their independent naztional State
on their national territory, as well as create arrangements for security and peace
for all the States of the region.

The pecple of Palestine and the leadership of ths PLO have taken a giant
stride towards the resolution cf the age-o0ld conflict in the Middle East and the
creition of conditions in which all the States in the region can live in pesce and
security. The Proclamation and Political Resolution adopted at Algiers in 1988
contaia historic messages that cannot be ignored by any country, including Isrszel.

Unfortunately, Palestinian moderatior has been mat with increasing Israeli
intransigence and resort to violerce. The Israe’i reaction to the proposals for

peace can be gauged from the report of the Committee on the Exercise of ths
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Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Psople and the statement of the Chairman of
the Committee, which contains horrifying details on the growing deterioration of
the situation in the occupied@ Palestinian territory, where hundreds of Palestinians
have bsen killed and tens of thousands wounded, maimed or detained since the
beginning of the jntifadah. In their attempt to break the will of the Palestinian
people and force them to leave their ancestral homelard, the Israsli authorities
have imposed collective punizhments, economic coercion and curfews; they have
demolished houses, closed educational institutions, destroyed crops and trees and
resorted to deportaticn. What we are witnessing in the occupied territories is an
example of the Israeli occupying forces declaring war on the defenceless
Palestinian people in order to annex and absorb the occupied territories.

However, the struggle of the pecple of Palestine for Qignity and nationhood
over the past four decades has demonstrated that a people committed to freedom and
independence cannot be subjugated for long. The intifsdah is the collective
expression by the Palestinian people of their resistance to Israeli colonialism in
order to exercise their right to sovereignty and self-determination. By their
sacrifices, the psople of Palestine have shattered the illusion of the
irreversibility of the illegal Israeli occupation. Delay in recognizing this
reality will only aggravate instability aad insecurity in the region and increase
the sufferings and misery of all the people of the region, without extinguishing
the flame of liberty, which burns eternally. The Israeli leaders must realize that
their policies of expansion and colonization are the main obstacles to an enduring
peace in the region.

Israel has shown by its repressive actions its utter coutempt for the human
rights of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories. It is time for the

international community, in particular the Security Council, to take firm acticm to
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easure protection of the Palestinians in the occupied territories. It is time for
the United Nations machinery to be used to erd the festaring conflict in the Middle
East, the crux of which lies in the denial of the right of the people of Palestine
to self-determination and statehood. We agres with the Secretary-General when hs
notes in his report on the work of the Organizatics that

"The Security Council could meke an important contribution to the process by

Tenewing its commitment to resolutioms 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which ...

together with the legitimate éolitical rights of the Palestinian people,

including seif-dstermination, can conatitute the basis of a just and lasting

peace in the area." (A/45/1. p. 10)

The quest for peace in the Middle East has 2 long history of missed
opportunities. Now more than aver bafore the Security Council, particularly its
permanent members, have the opporunity to seize a historic moment. How is the time
to resolve the question of Palestine and to end the suffering of its people by
enabling them to assume their rightful place within the comity of nations.

It is time that Israel heeded the universal condemnation of its policy of the
use of force. The fundameantal grisvances bshind the Palestinian uprising are
political and can be addressed only by means of a political solution, not by
military force. We in Pakistaa are committed to the just struggle of the
Palestinian people and look forwaré to the day when Palestine can assume its
rightful place in the comity of nations.,

In a recent message on the occasion of the commemoration of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the Prime Minister of Pakistan,

Mr. Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, said:
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“On behalf of the Government and people of Pakistan ard or my own bohalf,
I renew our pledge of continued and unequivocal support for and solidarity
with our Palestinian brothers in their noble struggle to exercise their
inalienzble national rights, including their right to self-determination and
to establish an independent State with Jerusalem as its capital®.

Mr. PEBFRA (Sri Lanka): Over the years the question of Palestine has
remained the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle Bast. My delegation
wishes to reiterate its view that the prolonged occupation of Palestinian land by
Isrsel and the continued denial of the Palestinianm people's right freely to
establish their own Stata in that territory are totally unacceptable and a flagrant

violation of internatioaal law.
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What is more, such a denial constitutes a major threat to the maintenance of
international peace and security. In this context, internationally recognized
principles are of fundamental importance for the achiavement of peace and stability
in the region and aiso for a comprshensive settloment of the gquestion of
Palestine. We have repeatedly stated that the Palestinian people aas the inherent
right to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty in Palestine,
and pointed out the need for a lasting solution on the basis of security
arrangements for all States in the region guaranteeing secure and internationally
recognized boundaries. Howaver, the efforts of the international community to find
a solution to the problem and to bring lasting paace to the region bave been
thwarted by Israel's continued intransigence.

The period that elapsed since the last session of the Assembly has been marked
by achievements in conflict resolution. Those and other encouraging developments
in international relations augur wall for the futufe. if they are pursued in a
manner consistent with the same spirit in dealin§ with the question of Palestine.
Any such action genuinely undertaken with regard to the Palestine question would
undoubtedly contribute to the peace procese in the region.

We urge the Security Council to intensify its efforts to resolve the question
of Palestine. 1In this regard, we refer in particular to the need for the five
permanent members of the Security Council, waich have acted in a very conatructive
mznner to achieve consensus in conflict resolution in other regions, to take the
initiative to resolve this long-standing problem and enable the Security Council to
consider all measures required for the convening of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle East.

As we have said before, to achieve a just and lasting solution to the guestion
of Palestine, an essential prerequisite is the convening of the International Peace

Conference on the Middle Bast with the participation of all parties to the
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conflict, inciuding ths Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole and legitimate
representative of the Paiestinian people. The internaG:iomal consensus te bring
about a solution to the Palestine question through the convening of the Conference
was amply demonstrated by the adoption of General Assenbly resolution 44/42 of
6 December 1989, which received the overwhelming support of Member States. We
believe that the comprehersive framework incorporated in that resolution contaias
the necessary ingredients %o finding a just and lasting sclution to the
Arab-Israeli conflict, in particular to the question of Palestine.

We firmly believe that the recognition of the national rights of the
Palestinian people is imperative for a durable settlement of the question of
Palestine and that suck reccgnition cannot be excluded from the achievement of thét
objective. Any deviation from the respact for equal rights among nations would be
contrary to the principles and obligations that we have accepted as Msmbers of the
Organization,

We also reiterate our support for the peace initiatives undertaken by the
Palestinian ieadership in 1988, which have been welcomed widely as a constructive
contribution to the achievement of a lasting solution. Those initiatives have
confirmed the readiness of the Palestinian leadership - namely the Palestine
Liberation Organization - to resolve the issue through peaceful means.
Regrettably, Israel has rejected those peace initiatives. That refection has led
to the further deterioration of the situation in the occupied territoriea. The
implementetion of the Israeli policy of annexation and the eatabliskment of
settlemeants in the occupied territories, which is in violation of the Pourth Geneva
Convention and has been strongly oppcsed by the international community, continues
unabated. Further, violence qnd repression in the occupied territories have
increased in recent months. It was in October 199G that 20 Palestinians were

killed and hundreds wounded in Jerusalem by the Israeli police forces and by armed
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Israeli civilians - an act which was unanimously condemned by the Security
Council. Resort to such repressive measures by Israel against a people that has
made peace initiati§es through its authentic representatives constitutes a gerious
obstacle to the realization of peace in the region.

The goal of achieving a just and lasting prace on the question of Palestine
must be resolutely pursued through the United Nations or under ite auspices. 1In
that regard, we express our deep appraciation for the work of the Committea on the
Exercise of the Inaliensble Rights of the Palestinian Pecple and for the efforts of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, whose reports are bsfore the
Assembly. Any impediment to a peaceful solution would only sarve to dastabilize
the entire Middle East, thus threatening international peace and security.

Mr. LEGWAILA (Rotswana): It is with a great sense of relief that mankirnd
has welcomed the advent of the new world order - even with all its disasters,
uncertainties and gyrations. For the first time since the end of the Second World
War, with its aftermath of nmuclear terror and ideological antagonisms that gave
birth to the cold war, we can say with some certainty that world psace, real world
pPeace, is a credible possibility in our lifetime.

Eastern Europe is going through the throes of a painful rebirth, while
everywhere else the oppressed are reasserting their humanity, for teo long the
plaything of unremitting tyrannies, Everywhere, oppressed men and women are
agitating for a stake in the new world order, whose fruits theoy have indeed yet to
enjoy.

In Palestine, the subject of this debste, the fruits of the new world order
have yet to arrive. There, the old order prevails undiminishead, uncompromizing,

determined to persist in its cruol ways au if all the changes that have so
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dramatically transformed ths shape and form of our world are but a mirage in the
desert. In the media depreasing reports of bloody confrontations in the West Bank
or Gaza and elsewhere in the occupied territories compete for prominance with
encouraging reports of successful pPeaceful negotiations somewhera elss in the
world. Iz Tambodia, Angela snd Mozambique, where painful conflicts have wreaked
havoc on human life, zegotiations are the order of the day, whila in the
Isrseli-Palestirian confiict massacres and curfews and nevar-never politics are

entreached as substitutes for civilized dialogue and negotiation.
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Even in South Africa, dialegus and negotiation have replaced never-never
politics as the instruments through which the search for a soluticn to the problem
of apartheid is being pursued. And we asks why not in Isresl? Mandela and
President De Klerk have come together, despite their very desp and sgerious
differsnces, to collaborate in the struggle to liberats their coutry from the
clutches of aparthejd. Why is a replication of the same spirit - the spirit of
compromise and accommodation so symbolic of the statesmanship of Mr. Mandela and
President De Klerk - such anathema betwaen Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and
Chairman Arafat?

The problem of Palastine cannot and will not bs solved with weapons of war.
If bloodshed caused by weapons of war were capable of bringing psace to the people
of Palestine, Palestine would be one of the most peaceful places on Earth, A lot
of blocd has baen shed there eatirely im vain, for the ares is as Aistant as it can
ever be from the attaimment of peace and tranquillity.

What is at issue in the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people is
the struggle for a birthright betwean two peoples whose claims to irdependent
homelands in Palestine enjoy equal legitimacy, in our view. We conteond that the
pecpie of Israel have every right to be where they were in the pre-1967 State of
Israsl, and this is a right that cannot and must act be nagotiated. This
indeatructible reality - the reality of the existence of a State called Israel -
Botswans has long acceptad.

And in equal measure the people of Palestine are entitlsd to & homeland of
their own in the West Bank and Gaza, an sntitlement that is as non-negotiable as
the entitlement of the people of Israel to a homeland of their owr within the
frontiers of pre-1967 Israel. And Palestinisns have now accepted the right of
Israel to exist within pre-1967 borders. Reality and realism havs dawned on them,

and in a noble endeavour to free themselves from the servitude of their tragic
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history they have now expressed their willingmess and readiness to negotiate a
mutually acceptable territorial dispensation with Israel.

Thus, it is now Israel that rejects the extended hand of accommodation. The
respouse to the hand of accommodation extended by the Palestinian people has been
the tightening of Israeli control over the occupied territories and the
proliferation of Jewish settlements there. Taken together with repeated spasms of
murderous incidents, such as the recent massacre at Al Haram Al Sharecef in
Jerusalem, these acts of intransigence and defiance on the part of the Israeli
authorities cannot auqur well for a peaceful solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

Botswana continues to support the call in United Nations resolutions for the
convening of an international conference on the Middle East designed specifically
to pave the way for negotiations for a peaceful settlement of the Palestinian
issue. Israel has continued to oppose the convening of a conference principally
because the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is to attend the conference in
its own right. Israel regards the PLO as a "terrorist organization" with which no
peace can be negotiated. It advocates direct negotiations, but only with
nondescript parties in Palestine whose capacity to deliver at the negotiating table
is severely wanting, if not non-existent,

A practical and functional lesson from southern Africa is in order here.

Ian Smith of colonial Rhodesia spent 15 years of his illegal tenure of office
swearing to the heavens that he would never debase his Western civilization by
negotiating an end to the Rhodesian conflict with the so-calied terrcrists of the
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) and the Zimbabwe African People's Union
(ZAPU). 1Instead, he opted to negotiate with internal leaders who had no influsnce

whatsoever on the prosecution of the war of liberation, which had to stop if peace
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was to prevail in Rhodesia. The war continued, escalatsd and stopped only when
Smith was forced to go to the Lancaster House talks to make peace with the
so-called terrorists of the Patriotic Front. And there was peace.

In South Africa, successive leaders of the the white minority, like Ian Smith
of Rhodesia, never contemplated sitting at a conterence table with the "terrorists"”
of the African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan Africanist
Congress of Azania (PAC) to talk peace. They tried every trick in the book to
avoid and evade reality - the reality that only with those who were waging a war of
liberation could a peaceful end to the war be negotiated. Today,

President De Klerk is negotiating peace with Mr. Mandela and his colleagues, and
there will soon be peace in South Africa.

There is peace, freedom and democracy today in Namibia, where the South
African colonial leaders never wanted to insult their moral values by negotiating
an end to the Nemibian conflict with the "terrorists" of the South West Africa
Poople‘'s Crganization (SWAPO) - that is, until it dawned on them thut the only road
to peace in Namibia was via negotiations with SWAPO.

Why should Israel be the exception to the rule? What is being asked of the
Jewish people and their leaders is to recogmize that the time for negotiations with
the party they regard as their sworn enamy, the PLO, is long overdue. The Jewish
pecple are not being asked to surrender their existence as a nation to the vagaries
of some promise of peaceful coexistence in the Middle East. They are being asked
and challenged to sit down with their ememy, the PLO, at a conference tsble to
secure their own future through 2 give-and-take nagotisting process. For only such
a process, born of justice and equity for all, can secure Israel's existence and

ensure its territorial integrity in the violent turbulence of the Middle East.

Ihe meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.





