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CHINA'S INDISPUTABLE SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE XISHA ANB 
NANSHA'ISLANDS 

---- Document of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the People's Republic of China 

January 30, 1980 

The Xishn and Nansha Islands are two large island 
groups in the South China Sea. Like the Dongsha and 
Zhongsha Islands, they have been China's territory since 
ancient times. This is not only proved by numerous Chinese 
and foreign historical records, documents, maps end oultursl 
relics of ancient or modern times, but also recognized by 
many countries and extensive world opinion. These island 
groups were f0r.a time in modern history illegally seized 
by foreign countries, but this in no way changes the historical 
fact end legal basis of their belonging to China. 

The Vietnamese authorities cherish regional hegeClonlo 
and expansionist designs. While stepping up aggression and 
expansion in Indochina and Southeast Asia, they illegally 
occupied some islands of China's Nansha island group in 
1975 and flagrantly laid a territorisl claim to China's 
Xisha and Nansha Islands, reversing their earlier position 
of recognizing these,islands as Chinese territory. On 
September 28, 1979 the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry issued a 
White BOO&, entitled "Viet Nam's Sovereignty Over the Hoang 
Sa and. Truong Sa Archipelagoes", in which it ,pieced together 
or contrived some self-contradictory and utterly untenable"proving 
materials" in a vain attempt to find legal grounds for 
their illegal occupation and expansionist designs. This is 
completely futile. 

/ . . . 
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It is impermissible to falsify historical facts or 

trample 'upon principles of international law., Here we cite 

authentic historical records and official documents to refute 
and explode the lies of the Vietnamese authorities and clearly 
prove the indisputable sovereignty of the People's Republic 
of China over the Xisha and Nansha Islands. 

(1) The Xisha and Nansha Islands have been China's territory 
since ancient times -,-- 

As early as the 2nd century B.C., at the time of 
Emperor Wu Di of the Han dynasty, Chinese people began 
sailing the South China Sea. After long years of navigation, 
they discovered successively the Xisha and Nansha Islands. 
The geographical features of these @lands are described 
in Nsn Zhou Yi Wu Zhi (Strange Things of the Southern -- 
Provinces) by .Wan Zhen and Fu Nan Zhuan (An Account of Fu 
Nan) by K&g Tai, both of which were written in the Three 
Kingdoms period (220-265). 1 

After the discovery of the Xisha and, Nansha Islands, 
groups of,Chinese people, surmounting all kinds of difficulties, 
came to visit and develop them. Their voyages to‘the Xisha 
and Nansha Islands and their productive activities there 
during more than a thousand years end the location and 
distribution of these islands are .recorded in Meng Lianp 

& (Record of a Day-dreamer) of the Song Dynasty, Dao Yi 

Zhi Ltie (Brief Account of the Islands) of the Yuan dynast.y:, -- 
Donp Xi Yang Kao (Studies on the Oceans East and West) and 
Shun Fena Xiang Song (Fair Winds for Escort) of the Ming 

dynasty, Zhi Nan Zheng Fa (Compass Directions) and Hal GuO 
Wen Jian Lu (Records of Things Seen and Heard About the 

I . . . 
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Coastal. Region!;) of th:, qin;; L!:;m:,t;-ty and Goeg 3~. -& (ivl~~$& 

Of Sea Routes) of fishermen of vari,o,~:s generations. In 
these works, the Xisha and Nansha Islands were variously 
named Jiuruluozhou (nine isles of co~wry), Shitang (rocky 

reefs), Qianlishitang (thousand-iii rocky reefs), Wanlishitang 
(ten thousand-s rocky reefs), Changsha (long sand cays), 

Qianlichangsha (thousand-U sand cays) and Wanlinhangsha 
(ten thousand-u sand cays), and the numerous islands, reefs, 

sand cays and banks of these two archipelagoes were also given 
many descriptive nnmes L In recent years, there heve been 
discovered in the Xisha Islands ruins of living quarti-rs, 
pottery and ~,'r:-YLn utensils, iron knives, iron cooking pots, 
and other articles of daily use belonging to the Tang and 

Song dynasties, and wells, shrines, tombs and other relics 
of the Ming and Qing dynas.ties. These facts prove that, 

since at, ,..2.L.t -: ,.> :, ii the Tang and Song dynasties, Chinese 
people have ii.ved on the Xisha and Nansha Islands and engaged 
in fishing and other productive activities there. 

Along with the enpioitaticn and development of the 
Xisha and Nansha Islands 'by Chinese people, the successive 
Chinese Governmen,ts exercised jurisdiction over them. 

As early as the Northern Song dynasty (960-li27), 

Ohinese naval patrols reached the Xisha Islands. It is recorded 
in Wu Jinx Zong Yao (Outline Record of Military Affaire)2 , 
to which the Northern Song Emperor Ben Zong (1023-1063) 
personally wrote a preface, that the Northern Song court 

"ordered patrols by imperial forces and the building of a 
barracks for naval patrols" in Guangnan (now Guangdong), 
"co&issioned the building sf keeled sea-faring warships" 

/ . . . 
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which, "sailing in the southwestern direction from Tunmenshan, 
with a fair east wind, can reach Jiuruluozhou in seven da.ys." 
(See annex 1.) Jiuruluozhou was the nsme for today's Xisha 
Islands. It shows that the Northern Song court already put 
the Xisha Islands under its jurisdiction and therefore dispatched 

naval "warships ' to patrol,them. 

Early in ths Yuan dyl:%ty , :~in astr~onomicsl observation 

was carried out at 27 pIlaces throughout the country, In the 
16th year of the reign of Zhiyuan (1279) Kublai Khan or 
Emperor Shi Zu, personally assigned Cue Shoujing, famous 

3 astronomer and Deputy Director of the Astronomical Bureau , 
to do the observation in the South China Sea. According to 
the official History o,f' the Yuan Dynasty, Nanhai, Cuu*s 
observation point, was "to the south of Zhuya" and "the 

result of the survey showed that the latitude 7f Nanhai is 

15'N. " The astronomical observation point Nanhai was on 
today's Xlsha Islands.4' It shows that Xisha Islands were 

within the bounds of China at the time of the Yuan dynasty. 

During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the officially 
compiled local chronicles _Guanadong Tone Zhi, &nlzhoufu.Zhi 
and Wanzhou Zhi all record, in the section of "territory" or 

"geography, mountains and waters", that "Wanzhou covers 

Qianlichangsha (thousand-g sand cays) and Wanllshitang 
(ten thousand-l.i rocky reefs)". This shows that at the time, 
the X&ha and Nansha Islands were under the administration 
of Wanzhou of Giongzhou prefecture (now Wanning and Lingshul 
Counties, Hainan Island), hangdong province. 

I . . . 
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in the 49th to 51st ye;rs of the reign of Kangxi 
(1710-1'712) of the Qing dynasty, Wu &en&, \lice-admiral of 
the Gunngdong Fleet led a naval patrol and "went personally 
on an ins:>ection tour, setting out for Qiongya, roundi~ng 

Tong& and passing throu&Qizhouyang and Sigcngsha, covering 
3,000 I&"'. The &houyang (sea of seven islands) mentioned 
here refers to the sea area around the Xisha Islands, whose 

patrol was the responsibility of the Guangdong Fleet. In 
the book Shi Xi Zi CJ!,?x (Travel Notes of an Envoy to the 

West) by Guo Songtno, the king dynasty I?inister to Britain, 
the account of his voyage to his post m-do in 1876 includes 

this passage: "by noon on the 24th day 1%' the tenth moon, 
2nd year of the reign of Guuangxu7, tLe ship had sailed 

831 J& and reached 17 decrees 30 minutes north of the Equator, 

200 to 300 2 south of ~iony;chol;. The sailors called this 

place China Sea...... Nearby to the left were the Paracel 
Islands l%he Xisha Islands7 which yielded sea slugs, and also 

aoral, which was not of very good quality. These islands 
belong to China." 

In the 9th ye:r of the reign of Guangxu (1683), Germany 
carried out surveys on the Xisha and Nansha Islands but had 
to stop; them under the Erotest of the Qing Government. 

The f,:ct th;:t the Xisha and Nansha Islands have been 

China's territory since ancient times is not only recorded 
in a large nu:1:Ser of history books and local chronicles 

but also oorrosorafed by many official maps, e.g., &a~& 
sing Ge Lhi Yheng Pen Tu. (Hap of the Provinces Directly Under 
the Imperial Qing Authority) made in the 20th year of 

Qianlong (1755). Da Qing Wan Nian Yi Tong Di IA Quan Tu (Map 
of the Eternally Unified Great Qing Empire) made in the 15th 

I . . . 
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year of Jiaqing (1810) and Da Qing Yi Tong Tian Xia>an Tu ,- 
(Map of the Unified Territory of the Great Ping Empire) made 

in the 22nd yes,r of Jia Qing (1817). 

In ths fourth moon of the first year of Emperor 

Xuantong (1909), Zhang Renjun, Governor of Gusngd<ng and 
Guangxi, sent Li Zhun, Admiral of the Guangdong Fleet, 

with more than 170 n,tval officers and men on an inspection 
tour of the Xisha Islands in three warships, the ,&a, the 
Guangjin and the Shenhanq, They inspected 15 islands and set 
up stone tablets eragraved with the na1;;es of the islands. 
They hoisted the flag and fired a salvo on Yongxing Island by 
way of reasserting Chinese sovereignty. 

In 1911 the Chinese Guangdong Provincial Government 

announced the putting of the Xisha Islands under the 
administration of Yaxian County, Hainan Island. In 1921 
the Ministry of Interior of the Chinese Government approved 

a license for He Ruinian, a merchant of Guangdong Province, 

to engage in fishing, plantation and mining on the Xisha 
Islands. Later he was found to have transferred the license 
to Japanese merchants, and the license was withdrawn. 

In May 1928 the Guangdong Provincial Government sent 

s study groun consisting of military and civil officers, 
scientists and technicians to go to the Xisha Islands by 

warship to make investigations on the spot. The group submitted 

a detailed report on the results of the investigations. 

The above historical facts fully, prove that China was 
the first to discover, develop and administer the Xisha and 

Nansha Islands. Consecutive jurisdiction was exercised over 

them by successive Chinese Governments for more than a thousand 
years. The Chinese are indisputable owners of these island groups. 
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(2) China's struggle.,in defence of its.poverei&mty over the 
Xisha and Nansha Islands -,_I_ 

For a period of time after the establishment of its 
colonial rule in V&t Nam towards the end of the 19th century, 
France still recognized China's sovereignty over the Xisha 

Islands, In connection with the Xisha Islands, the French 
Premier and Foreign Minister Aristide Briand admitted on 
August 22, 1921 "the impossibility in which we currently find 

ourselves to claim these Islands as the Chinese Government has 
since 1909 exercised its ri$;.hts to their ownership /Feferring 

to the above-mentioned inspection tour of the Xisha Islands 
by Li Zhun_7". In 1929 French Acting Governor General in Indochina 

also conceded that "according to reports from various sources, 
the Earacels i5i.10 Xisha Islands7 should be regarded as belonging 

to China"6. 

But the then French colonialists, covetous of Chinese 
territory and aware of the great strategic importance of the 
Xisha Islands, tried to seize these islands by taking the 
opportunity of Japanese aggression against China's northeastern 

provinces starting with the September 18th Incident of 1931. 
In a note addressed to the Chinese Legation in France on 
December 4 the same year, the French Government asserted that 
the Empire of Annam had a so-called "prior title" to the 
Xisha Islands, thus flagrantly laying a territorial claim to 
these Chinese Islands. The then Chinese Government gave a 
rebuttal in c;tegoricLal terms , pointing out that the Xisha 
Islands had long been under China's jurisdiction. In his 

note of November 30, 1932 to the French Consul in Guangzhou, 
Zhu Zhaoxin, Special Inspector of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Chinese Government, again affirmed that "there 
is no doubt whatsoever that the Xisha Islands are part Of 
China's territory." 

I . . . 
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Howev~or, t,Ils, .:?:tirl Zrsnch au.thor-ities went .i step further 
and invaded and oc:c?~pitid. r:ine c:? Chira!s Nensha Islands 

in 1933. The Chinese people ro:?e in protest, and the then 
Chinese Governmen,t made strong representations to the French 

authorities through dipJ,omatic cha.nno.ls. 

A "Committee: Car the Exml,inati,on of Land and Sea Maps" 
composed of the represantatives cf the Chinese Foreign, 

Interior and Naval Ministries and other institutions in 
1934-35 specially zhecked and approved the names of the 
South China Sea italands and compiled and printed the"Map 
of the South Chi,nn. Sea Islands"p onwhish the Dongsha, 

Xisha, Zhongsha and N?Asha Islands were clearly marked as 
belonging to Chins,, 

During W:::c':.d Ws.1' II? Japan i.nvaded and oscupied the 
Xisha and Nansha Islands in 193g0 Following ,the Japwiese 

surrender in 1545, !;k,e then Chinese Government in November 
and December 1946 duoigrated senior cffici:Ll.s to proceed to 
the Xisha and Nansh:i Islands by warships to take over these 
islends, where take--over ceremohies wer; held and stone 
tablets erap,-bi~& (se:2 acr;ex 2) ;~y:~,,. 4 -troi~p; garri,gc.lledo These 

were followed by the renaming cf Lhe Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha 

and Nansha Isl::.nd ;s and their various islands, send 

cays, reefs and banks, Thus, the Xisha and Nanshr Islands, 

once illegally soiz:sd by foreign powers, were restored to the 
jurisdiction of the Chinese Government. 

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, 
Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai r i,n his Statement on the U.S.- 
U.K. Draft of peace Tres ty With Japan and the San Franoisoo 

Conference, solemnly dcclnred on August 15? 1951 that, like 

I . . . 
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the Dongsha and Zhongsha Islands, the Xisha and Nansha Sslands 

"have always been China's territory," that "although they had 
been occupied by Japen for some time during the war of aggression 
waged by Japanese imperialism, they were all taken over by 

the then Chinese Government, following Japan's surrender", and 
that "whether or not the U.S,-U,K. draft treaty contains 
provisions on this subject and no matter how these provisions 
are worded," China's sovereignty over the Xisha and Nansha 
Islands "will not be in any way affected." 

Thereafter, the Government and Foreign Ministry of the 
People's Republic of China have issued many solemn statements 
opposing foreign infringement on China's sovereignty over the 

Xisha and Nansha Islands and reaffirming China's inviolable 
sovereignty over them. 

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, 
the Chinese Government and people have continued to administer 
and develop the Xisha and Nansha Islands. From 1953 to 1956, 

large numbers of fishermen from Qionghai County, Guangdong 
Province, continually went to the Nansha Islands for fishing. 
'l'he departments concerned of the Hainan Administrative Area 
of &angdong Province have continually sent people to the 
Xisha Islands for surveys, ccllection of marine products and 

guano and the setting up of a meteorological station, and 
exer<::i.s& administration over the fi&ermen on the Xisk: Island,s, 

In March 1959 the Hainan Administrative Area set up on 
Yongxing Island of the Xisha Islands an "Office of the tisha, 
Nansha and Zhongsha Islands", which in March 1969 was renamed 

the "Revolutionary Committee of the Xisha, Zhongsha and 
Nansha Islands of Guangdong Province"S 
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In January 1974 the Chinese People's Liberation Army 
and militia drove out the troops of the South Vietnamcs.e author- 

ities in Saigon who, had invaded the Xisha Islands and 
thus defended China's sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

For years the Taiwan authorities of China have maintained 
a military'garrison on Taiping Island, the biggest among the 

Nansha Islands. 

(3) China's sovereignty over the Xisha and Nansha Islands is 

widely acknowledged internationally 

Many countries and world opinion recognize the fact 
that the Xisha and Nansha Islands are part of China's territory. 

In April 1930 the Far East Conference on Meteorology 
held in Hong,Ksr.g,with the participation of the representatives 
of China, France, the Philippines and the Hong Kong authorities, 
adopted a resolution requesting the Chinese Government to 

establish a meteorological observation station on the Xisha 
Islands. 

After the Annsmese police of the French colonial 

authorities intruded into the Xisha Islands in 1938, a spokesman 
of the Japanese Fore:i.gn Ministry stated that the Xisha Islands 

on which the Annemese police had landed were "recognized by 
us as part of China's territory 117 . 

The 1951 San ,Francisco Conference on the peace treaty 

with Japan decided that Japan should renounce the Xisha and 
Nansha Islands. The leader of the Soviet Delegation Andrei 
Gromyko pointed out at the Conference that the Xisha and 
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Nansha Islands...are China's "inalienable territory".Although 
the U.S.-U.K. drafted peace treaty with Japan did not mention 
the ownership of these islands after Japan's renunciation, 
yet in 1952, the,year after the San Francisco Peace Treaty with 
Japan was signed, the fifteenth map, Southeast Asia,of the 
Standard World Atlas, which was recommended by the signature 
of the then Japanese Foreign Minister Okazakl Katsuo, marks 
as part of China all the Kisha and Nmsha Islands, which Japan 
had to renounce as stipulated by the Peace Treaty, as well as 
the Dongsha and Zhongsha Islands(See annex 3). Since these 
islands were originally China's territory, they should of course 
be returned to China. 

In October 1955 the International Civil Aviation 
Crganization held a conference in Manila, which was ~attended 
by representatives of the Unites, Statee,Eritain, France, Japan, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand, the Philippines and 
the authorities of South Fiet Nam and China's Taiwan. 
Kesolution No. 24 adopted by the conference requested the 
Taiwan authorities of China to improve meteorological observation 
on the Nansha Islands,and no opposition or reservation was 
registered in this regard. 

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, most 
of the authoritative enoyclopaedias recognize the Kish,a and 
Nansha Islands as China's territory. For instance, the 
Worldmark Encyclopaedia of the Nations published in the United 

I 
States in 1963 states that the Islands rfthe People's Republic 
of Chin-$"lnclude the reefs and islands of the South China 
Sea, extending as far as 4'N. These reefs and islands include 
the Tungsha (Pratas), Sisha (Paracels), Chungsha, and Nensha 

I . . . 
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archipelagoes." The Holshnvn Sovietsknvn Enciclonedisn of 

1973 ‘and the Japanese Kyodo World Manual of 1979 also explicitly 
points out that the Xiahn and Nansha Islands are China's 

territory. 

Atlases and maps published in many countries mark 

the Xisha and Nansha Islands as belonging to China. For 
example, this is done in thewelt-Atlas published in the ._-- 
Federal Republic of G,ermany in 1954, the Soviet u 

Yidr? from 1954 to 1967, the Romanian Atlas Gcoarsfic SCOlar -A 
of.1957, the 1968 Q&e Genernae du Monde published in France 
by the Institut Geographique National, the 1960 &~ic& 
Grosser Weltatlas publi:.;hed in the G.D.R., the 1970 Gu 
btlas Aguilar published in Spain and the 1973 Atlas of China 

published by the Japanese Heibou Sha. In short, the Xisha 

and Nansha Islands are recognised as pert of China's territory 
in contemporary maps and books published in many countries. 

(4) The perfidy of the Vietnamese authorities 

It must be pointed out that there used to be no 
dispute between China and Viet Nnm over the ownership of the 
Xishn and Nanshn Islands. During a long period of time 

the Vietnamese side formally acknowledged these islands as 

being Chinese territory since ancient times, whether in 
their government statements and notes, or in their newspapers, 

periodicals, maps and textbooks. 

On June 15, 1956 Vice-Foreign Minister Ung Van Khiem 

of the Democratic Relpublic of Viet N,am received Li Zhimin, 

Charge d'lffaires &interim of the Chinese Embassy in Viet 
Nan, and stated to him that, "according to Vietnamese d,J.ta, 

the Xisha and Nansha Islands are historically part of Chinese 

/ . . . 
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territory." Le Lot, J cting Dirootor of the Asian Department 
of the Vietnamese %orei.gn Ministry? whorwas present, 
specificiilly cited VietncuIzse data and pointed out that, 

"judging from history, these islands were already part of 
China at the time of the Song dynasty." 

In its declaration of September 4, 1956, theGovernment 
of the People':; Republic of China proclaimed the breadth of 
the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China to 
be twelve, nautical miles and stated explicitly that "this 
provision applies to all territories of the People's 

Republic of China, including . . . the Dongsha Islands, the 
Xisha Islands, the Zhongsha Islands, the Nansha Islands 
and all other islands belonging to China." On September 
6, 1958 Nhan >a, central organ of the Vietnamese Workers' 

Party7 prominontly featured on its front page details of 
the Chiness Gcvernment'o declaration. It wrote, "On 

September 4? 1956 the Government of the Peo::le's Republic 
of China issued a declaration on China's territorial sea. 
The declaration provides th& the breadth of China's 
territorial scs is two!.ve nautical miles (over 22 kilo- 
metres). 'Ihis provisicn applies to all territories of the 

People's Republ~ic of China including the Chinese mainland 
and its coastal isl,ands, as well as Taiwan and its surrounding 
islands, the Pcnghu Islands, the Dongsha Islands, the Xisha 

Islands, the Zhongsha Iel?nds, the Nansha Islands and all 
other islands belonging to China which are separated from 
the mainland and its coastal islands by the high seas." On 

Septem'ber 14 the same year, Premier Phnm Van Dong of the 

Vietnamese Government solemnly stated in his note to Premier 

~ Zhou Enlai of the Chinese State Council that "the Govern- 
ment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nom recognises and 

supports the d?cl,-,r:.rtion of the Government of the People's 
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Repllblic of China on China's territorial sea made on 
September 4, 1958," ,ud that "the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam respects this decision." 

PhaF Van Dong's riots clearly shows that the Vietnamese 
Government acknowledged Xisha and Nanshs Islands as China's 
territory (See annex 4). 

In its statement of May 9, 1965 on the U.S. Govern- 
ment's designation of a "combat zone" for its forces in 
Viet Nnm, the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet 

N&m said that it was "a direct threat to the security of 
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and its neighbouring 
country" for "U.S. I?resident Lyndon Johnson to designate 

the whole of Viet Nam and the adjacent waters which extend 
roughly 100 miles from the coast of Viet Nsm and part of 
the territorial waters of the People's Republic of China 
in its Xisha Islands as a 'combat zone' of the United 
states armed forces". Here the Vietnamese Government once 

again clearly recognised the Xisha Islands as part Of 
Chinese territory. 

In reporting foreign intrusions into the Xisha 

IsLands, the Vietnamese press also clearly recognized these 
islands as belonging to China. For ex‘mple, on May 13, 
1969 Ehsn Dac reported that "on Msy 10 a U.S. military 

aircraft invaded China's air space over Yongxing Island 
and Dongdao Island of the Xisha Islands of China's Guangdong 
Province." Many similar reports were carried in Vietnamese 

papers. 
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Official maps and textbooks of Viet Nom explicitly 
acknowledged the Xiah;r and Nanshn Islands as China's territory: 

For example, the 1960 World Map made by the Mapping Section 
of the General Staff of the Vietnamese People's Army marks 

the Xisha and Nansha Islands by their Chinese names ?nd 
notes in brackets that they belong to China. The May 1972 
World Atlas published by the Bureau of Survey and Cartography 
under the Office of the Premier of Viet Nam also marks 
the Xisha and Nonsha Islands by their Chinese names (See 
annex 5). Another example, the lecr,on entitled "The 

People's Republic of China" in the geography textbook for 
school pupils of grade 9 published by Viet Nam's Educational 
Press in 1974 reads in part as follows: "The chain of 
islands from ,thc Nansha and Xisha Islands to Hninan Island, 

Taiwan Island, the Fenghu Islands and the Zhoushan Islands 
. . . . . . is shaped like a bow and constitutes a Great Wall 
defending the China maiLand DO 

The Vietnamese in apparent seriousnen; stressed that 

in order to establish territorial sovereignty it is necessary 
to present "form,al state materials" and "documents of Ifgo 
force". What WC have cited r,bove are precisely Vietnamese 

"formal state materials" and "documents of legal force", 
This clearly shcws that up to 1974 the Vietnamssi Government 

had recognized the Xishn and Nansha Islands as Chinese 
territory. Now, the Vietnamese authorities have gone back 
on their own word and perfidiously departed from their 
original position of recognising the Xishn and Nansha 
Islands as Chinese territory, and this is something absolutely 

impermissible under international law. 

I . . . 
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(5) Fhe argur;,onts of the Vietnamese White Book 
ze totally u".tcnnbls 

The 19 "documents" quoted in the White Book of the 
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry fall roughly into two categories: 

the first category (documents Nos. 1 to 5) consist:: of 
some Vietnamese "historical sources" and the aeco:,d category 
(documents NGS. 6 to 19) lists some materials about the 

seoupation of China's Xisha and Nansha Island, by t:le I'rench 
colonial authorities and the South Vietnameoe au+:&critics 
in Saigon since 1973. All are intended to prove that Zhina's 
Xisha and Nansha Islands are Vietnamese territory. But 
if one makes a seri.ous study a@ analysis, it will hot be 
difficult tc find that the "documents" in the first category 

are all based on deliberate false attribution, and th:.t 
those in the second category,are totally untenable and 
legally invalid. 

The Vietnamese authorities allege th::t Bni Cat Vang 
and Hoang Sn Chu in the historical records is what they 
now call the Hoong Sa Archipelago or what i: known in the 

West as the Fn.race:Ls, that is to say, China's Xishn Ielands. 

Their primary "historic21 sources" are a "Map of the Quang 
Ngal Region from a Collection o,C Maps.of Viet Nanl" compiled 

in the 17th century by a Vietnaneso called Do Ba and p& 
Bien Tzix, Luc (Miscellaneous Records on the Pacification - 
of the Frontiers) ,written by Le Quy Don in the 18th century. 
Quoted from the map and the record by the Vietnanc~e lJhite 

Book are the following descriptions of Bai Cat Vacc: and 
Hoang Sa Chu: 

I . . . 
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0 . . . an elongated s-rndbnnk, called Bai Cat Vang 
(meaning yellow sandbank),... lies in the middle of the 
sea.... It trikes one day and a half from Dai Chien Port 
to go there; and only half a day if one cmbexks at Sa KY." 

"In Binh Son sub-district, Quz~ng Ngei district, there 
is the An Vinh village on the sea. Ciff the coast of this 
village, in the northeast lie islands with over 130 scattered 
hills. The distance between these hills is covered by a 
voyage of one day or sometimes of only a few hours. There 
are fresh water r,prings on these hills. Among the islnnds 
there is a vast and flat yellow sandbank, over 30 &J iong, 

whore the spriry water is crystal cle<Lr." 

The Vietnamese authorities cite the above two 
passages as the "earliest and most essential" material. 

But these records preci sely show that what the Vietnamei;e 
call the Hoang Sn Archipelago is not China's Xisha Islands. 
They are two entirely different places. 

First, the geographical location. According to the 
Vietnamese material, it tokos one day and ahalf to get to 
Bni Cat Vang from Dai Chiem Port (now Cua Dai, Qunng Nam-Da 
Nang Province, Viet I'?am) and only half a day from Sa Ky 

Port (near Binh Son County, Quang Ngai Province, Viet Nam). 
But China's Xisha Islands are 200 nautical miles from the 
coast of central Viet Nam, a distance which was absolutely 

impossible to cover by sailboat in half a day or even one 
day and a half with navigation techniques as they were. 

/ . . . 
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Secondly, the length and area. It is said in the 
Vietnamese material that Hoang Sa Chu is "over 30 u long" 
and "vast and flat". Yet, even Yongxing Island, the biggest 
among China's Xisha Islands,io less than 2 kilonetres ,(4 Q) 
long and has an area of only 1.85 square kilometres. 

Thirdly, the topography. According tc the Vietnamese 
material, there are In the Hoang Sa Archipelago "over 130 

scattered hills". But there are no hills at all on China's 
shallow and flat Xisha Islands, whose elevation is generslly 

only 5, to 6 metres, with the highest point measuring 15.9 
metres. And in Xisha there are only a total of 35 islands, 
reefs, sandbanks snd sandcays. There are no "over 130 
hills" to speak of. 

These comparisons clearly show that the Ho,ang Sa 
Archipelago mentioned in the Vietnamese material can only 
be some islands and shoals off the ccast of central Viet 

Nam and not China's Xisha Islanas. 

The Vietn‘unese White Book asserts that Dai Nexi 
Thuc Luc Chir$ Bien (Officia&.Ch,ropicles of Dai Ncrm) "records 
the occupation by King Gia Long of the Hoang Sa Islands 
in 1816". But no record of "occupation" is found anywhere 
in this history book. The legend that King Gia Long "occupied 

the Hoang Sa Islands" originated from an article, "Note 

on the Geography of Cochinchina" by Bishop Louis Taberd, 
a French colonialist, who wrote: "the Pracel or Parocels, 

is a labyrinth of small islands, rocks and sandbanks, which 
appears to extend up to the 11th degree of north latitude, 
in the 107th parallel of longitude from Paris." He slso 

wrcte that in 1016 King Gia Long "went with solemnity to 

/ . . . 



A/35/93 
sh.3708 
English 
Annex 
%e 19 

plant his flag and take formal possession of these rocks, 

which it is not likely anybody will dispute with him." 
107'E from Paris meridian is 109'lO'E from Greenwich, 
which is not far from the coast of central Viet N,lm. 
China's Xisha Islands, however, are to the esst of,llO'lO'E. 

Taberd said that the Pracel extended to ll"N, but the 
southernmost point of the Xisha Islands is at 15o47'N, 

Obviously, the Pracol referred to by Bishop Taberd is 
islands and shoals off the coast of central Viet Nam, but 
not China's Xisha Islands. 

What the Vietnamese call Truong Sa Archipelago 
cannot be China's Nanoha Islands, either. The Bite Book 

says that Truong Sa Archipelago used to be called Dai 
Truong Sa. Dai Truong Sa is described in m,any Chineso 
and Vietnamese historical records, but it obviously is not 

situated where China's Nansha Islands are; the reference 
is to some islands and shoals along the Vietnamese coast. 
Ac the Vietnamese authorities fail to find any historical 
evidence of value to prove that Truong Sa is China's Nsnsha 
Islands, they in the White Book have recourse to Dai Nam 

Nhat Thong Toan Do (Complete Map of Unified Dai Nam), a 
map of unknown origin. However, it can clearly be seen 

from this map that Hoang Sa and Van Ly Truong Sa are ~10s~: 

and parallel tc the coast of central Viet Nam and not where 
China's Xisha and Nanoha Islands are. 

By false attribution the Vietnamese authorities 

are attempting to find a basis for their ambition for 
territorial expansion and hoodwink the people of the world. 
But -this is surely futile. 
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The Viotr:,?mcse -tut?,c;ritiea cite in their White Book 
the occupation of Chzinc's Xicha and Nacnha Islclnds by the 
French colcnial zluthoritiez and the South Vietnamese 

authorities in Saigc:n since 1933 in order to prove the 
legitimsy of the Vietnamese authorities' territorial 
claim to Chiila's Xis:ha and Nansha Iolnnds. Thie is not ct 
,211 tenzble. According to international low, aggression 
does not establish sovereignty, and "inherit,ulce" of 
territory c:cized from another country through occup,ation 
is illegal a:d therefore invalid. 

* + l + x * 

Thc.t the Xicha rind Nnnsha Islands have been China's 
territory si;:ice ancient timen is filly proved by leg-l 
eviderse. A;rd ~nr3 cw drsw an impLrtia1 cor.clusion from 

the ample f::c:s r.zd cnt+riels mentioned above. The Viet- 
namefie zuthorititzs illti;cll occupation of part of China's 
Nansha Islands and their territorial claim to Chins's 
Xisha and N:m:;hn Islmds c?n only serve to reveal their 
regional hegcizoniat and z;;_;reszor expsnsionist ambitions. 
China's sovereignty over the Xi-h?. end N<ansha Ielandc Is 
indisputable. 

/ . . . 
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N 0 T E;.S 

1. Wnn Zhen in his Nanzhcu Yi Wu Zhi (Strange Things of 

the Southern Provinces) wrote about the navigation route 
from the Malay Peninsula to the mainland of China in the, 
Han dynasty: "...... going northeastward, one reaches 
Dnqitou and then sails through Zhang Hni, which is shallow 

and has a lot of lodestones underneath." Zhang H,ai was 
the name for the present South China Sea. The lodestones 
referred to are the then submerged sandcays and reefs of 
the Xi-ha and Nansha Islands. They were called "lodestones" 

because ships were liable to be stranded on them and unable 
to extricate themselves. Rang Tni in his &,Nsn Zhuen- 
(An Account of Fu Nen) wrote: "In Zhang Hsi there are coral 

islands with flat base rocks, cn which coral grows." 

2. Vu Jing Zhong Yao (Outline Record of Military Affairs) 
was authoritative litcr;iture of the Song dynasty, which 
records the military system and major affairs in national 

defence. It was edited by Ding Du, Deputy Prime Minister 

and concurrently Minister of Work;, <and Zeng Gongliang, 
Royal Attendant in Tisn Zhang Ge, a title equivalent to 

a privy councillor. 

3. 'The Chinese name of the title was "Tong Zhi Tai Shi Yuan 
Shi". 

4. Guo Shoujing then was responsible for the work of 

establishing astronomical observation points within the 
bounds of China in the Yusn dynasty. The Nanhai cbservation 

point was "tc the s6uth of Zhuya", that is, to the south 

of Hninan Island. The result of their survey was: "The 
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latitude of Qiongshou is 19.75'V"; "The latitude Of ?Tanhai 

is 15'N". This shows that the Nanhai observation Point 

was more than four degreessouth of Qiongzhou observation 

point on Hainan Island, which is exactly the location 

of the Xisha Islands of today. Owing to technological 

limitations at that time, the north latitudes obtained of 
most of the twenty-seven observation points showed an error 
of about one degree as compared with their present latitudes. 

Since according to the system of the Yuan dynasty a 
circumference was divided into 365.25 degrees instead of 
360 degrees as at present, the then 15'N for the Nanhai 
observation point should actually be 14'47'N, and discounting 
the error of about one degree, its location is precisely 
on the Xishe Islands of today. 

5. See volume 56 of ipan ihou Fu Zhi (History of Q-uanzhou), 
written during the reign of Qinnlong of the sing dynasty. 

6. See &view of Foreign Affairs, April 1934, p.77. 

7. A Reuter dispatch, July 4, 193S. 
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Annex 1. 

Record in Mu Jinp: Zor!,q Y~Q (Outlil;e Record of 
Military Affnirc) of tie Northern Song dynasty about the 
pstrol of the Gusngrqm Fleet reaching Jiuruluozhou. 
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Annex 2. 

Whni, the Chinme Government offici4.s end nnv~~l 
cfficers r,lr;d mer. took over the Kanoha Islands in December 

1946, they hud a photo t&ken on Taiping I::lr;nd as a ne:nento 

and erected L'. stone teblet to reassert China's scvereignty 

over these ialandn. The map below left ohows the front 
of the stone tablet and the one balcw right shows its 

backside. 

I . . . 
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Annex 3. 

The fifteenth map "Southez t Aoin" in the.Stcndzrd 

World Atlas published in 1952 by the Japanene ;~~-tio~:~z~l 
Education Bookr, Company. On the right corner below is 

the then Jnpzne~c Foreign Minister Okazaki Knt::uo'c 

inscription and signature recormnending this atlas~. 
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Chinh ph; I&C Vi&-ma D&n ch; Cg~g hoi 
t8n trpng guy&t Uirih Sy vi s^e chi thi cho c&c 
CO' quan Nhe nu6c 06 t&h nhi@m t&t 66 t6n 
trpng h&i ph$m 12 h& lj, &a Trux-quac, trong 
mpi quan he v&i n& C& hoi' Nh%n d&n Trmg 
hoa t&n m$t b&. 

Ch&ng '61 xin kinh phi Dang chi T&n@; lj, 
lb1 chic r% t&n trpng./. 

H&n6i, ngiy 14 th&ng 9 nZm 1958 
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Annex 5. 

World Atla printed by Viet Nsm in Msy 1972, page 

19. On the right corner below is the cover of the Atlas. 
The Vietnamese words on the right corner below give the 
name of the compiler: "The Bureau of Survey and Cartography 
under the Vietnamese Prime Minister's Office". 

/ . . . 
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