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Letter dated 11 January 1980 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs _- 
of Lesotho to the Secretary-General 

The Government of Lesotho learned with surprise from a letter dated 
7 December 1979 written to you on the instructions of the South African Government 
by that Government's Permanent Representative to the United Nations (A/34/826- 
5/13687) that "refugees" have entered the Republic of South Africa from Lesotho. 

My Government has never been informed by the Government of South Africa 
about the presence of the alleged "refugees". On the contrary, for a period 
of over three weeks prior to the South African letter to you, my Government had 
made repeated protests to South Africa following criminal acts of sabotage and 
murder in Lesotho perpetrated by armed bandits residing across our border in 
South Africa. These same bandits, together with some villagers who were 
recruited while on their customary shopping visits to retail stores on the 
South African side of the border, were taken to Bethlehem where they are said 
to be "refugees". 

My Government is of the view that this entire episode Y&S cooked up by 
South Africa. The Lesotho Government has no access to the Bethlehem ConcentratiOn 

camp where, it is learned, the so-called refugees are being held. The Government 
of Lesotho did send telex messages on 19 and 31 December 1979 requesting 
permission from South Africa to allow some Basotho men in the Butha-Buthe district, 
who had approached the Lesotho authorities seeking assistance, to visit the 
so-called Bethlehem "refugee" camp in order to identify and bring back to 
Lesotho their wives and children. South Africa did not respond to those messages. 

On 31 December 1979, the Lesotho Government sent telex No. 717 demanding 
the return of nine Basotho boys abducted by the same Mokhehle's bandits from a 
traditional boys' school in the village of Ha Sefako in the Butha-Buthe district 
to the Goldengate Farm in the Republic of South Africa and South Africa has not 
replied. 
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Notwithstanding, the Lesotho Government wishes to make it known, through 
statements made by the Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Leabua Jonathan, 
and the Plinister of Justice, the Honourable Gerard P. Ramoreloli, in his capacity 
as Leader of the Opposition, Basotho Congress Party in Lesotho, that all people 
who have left Lesotho under the guise of refugees into the Bethlehem camp in 
the Republic of South Africa are invited to return peacefully to their country, 
Lesotho, &s they have committed no known crimes in Lesotho. I should also stress 
that the Lesotho Government guarantees to all those who return in peace that 
nothing will happen to them and no official action will be taken against them 
if and when they arrive in Lesotho. 

It is my Government's view that, since the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees is not represented in South Africa, a more neutral and unbiased 
body should have been asked to observe the situation. The representative of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Lesotho, Swaziland or 
Botswana could be such an unbia:sed observer. Me do not regard the South African 
Red Cross as an unbiased party :since it is part and parcel of the South African 
apartheid machinery and is known to have assisted criminal bandits on their way 
to commit acts of sabotage and murder in Lesotho. 

I have copied this letter .to the Office of the Representative of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Lesotho to enable him to inform the 
Head Office at Geneva. 

It is my Government's firm belief that you will find ways and means, 
together with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, to relay this 
message to the people concerned in Bethlehem in an appropriate manner. 

I should be grateful if this letter could be circulated as an official 
document of the General Assembly, under the items entitled "Report of the 
Economic and Social Council" and "Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees", and of the Security Council. 

(Signed) C. D. MOLAPO 
Foreign Minister 


