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ANNEX

I have the honour, on the occaslon of the United Nations norld Conference tor
the InternaCional Youth Year, to be held in the franework of the fortieth seasion
of the United Nations General Assembly, to inform you about fundamental aapects of
the youth policy pursued and selected neasurea ln thls f iela! taken by the German
Dernocr at ic Republlc.

?he decision of the United Nations to deslgnate'1985 as International youth
Year bas, fron the uery outset, rnet t ith full support on the Part of Che Gernan
Deneratic Republic, ehich has worked actively to ensure that tb13 timely and
signiticant initiative Pould become a succeas for the beneflt of the youth and a
peaceful, futur e,

The numerous events organized on the occaEion inslde and outside the United
Nations organitation are a clear reflection of phat a great contribution the
younger generation can nake to the preservation and strengthening of t orld Peace,
the developnent of frlendly relations and fruitful co-operatlon anonq States.

At the l2th Parliament (national conference) of the Free Gernan Youth ln May,
the 3.500 delegates taking par! discussed the nanner ln nhich the younger
generation can help nake peace secure and strengthen the Gernan Detn€ratic Republic
in every respect. Addressing the Conference, GRD State Council
Chairman Erich Honecker expounded the policy of the Socialist Unlty Party of
Gernany and the Gernan Deoocracic Republic, uhich is focused on enhanclng the
telfare of the people and naking peace secure, and pald Eribute to the actlve
contribution of the younger generation to the successful lmplenentation of that
pollcy. At a neeting tretrreen Erich Honecker and the Free Gernan Youth executive on
30 september 1985, attention eas draen co the basic aspects of the sorking and
livlng conditions of tbe youth, their actlve involvenent in polltical and social
llfe and their rights and obligations in society. Such tlleetings trlth leadinq
flgures of our country have long been standard practlce, fhey have trlggered
nultifarious initlatlves of young people along the lineB of thelr particiPation in
social development and of the struggle for peace. They have been helpful to the
Free Gernah Youth in the exercise ot ita responsibility as representative of the
inCerests of youth,

For the preparation and observance of the Internatlonal Youth Year, the
Gouernnent of the Gernan Democratic Republic appotnted a National Connission. It
i8 conposed of leading representatives of the StaCe and of eoclal organizagions as
rell as of youth representatives.

The Natlonal Comrission co-ordinacea a broad range of fteasures perneatinq all
areas of public life. Frequent contacts eith co-ordinatlng boalieE of other
countries serve the exchange of experience on the content of youth policy, and in



particular. on $ays of living up to Cbe concetns of
Partlcipation, Developnent, Peace.
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Incernational Youch Year:

The National Comnigsion i3 of the vler that the recomnendations contained in
tbe Speclfic Progranne of Measures and Activlties as adoPted by the Unlte'l Natlons
on the International Youth Year have largely come true in the German Deneratlc
Republic. Tbe baaic rights of youth formulated on the basis of the congtltutton'
i.e. the right to political co-deterninat ion, the right to trork, the right to
education and recreation, and the right to ioie 4e vivre and happiness, are fully
inplemented. A epecial youth act ensures the all-round advancenent of young
people. The youth policy of the Gernan Denocratic Republic seeks to assist the
younger qeneration in naking use of Chese righls in a way that increaaingly
benefits both society and the indtvidual. It is this concern and the pursuit of
friendly relations rlth the young PeopLe of other countries that inspire the
activltles of the German Democratic Republic to mark the International Youth Year.

The Gernan Denocratic Republic youth dedicated a 1ar9e number of etents to the
fortieth annlgeraaEy of Iiberation fron fascisltr. Country-uide attendance at these
events ran to over 2.5 nillion younq people. They eere frequent visitora of
nenorial aites dedlcateal to the resistance aqainst nazism, The 12th Parliament of
the Free Gernan Youth, $hicb $as also attended by 193 youth delegations fron
109 countries as guest6, cane as a natlonal clinax in the aeries of events narklng
the International Youth Year.

At that conference, the younger generation identified itself unanlnously eith
the policy of ttre Gernan Democratic Repubtic. Phi'ch ls directed to$ards the
eell-being of the people and a secure peace. The conference provided fresh proof
that the young people of the Gernan Democralic Republic have Iearnt the lesaona of
hlsCory and that they are flrmly resoleed to do everythinq to ensure that no war
l,ill ever start again fron Gerroan aoil. The participants called upon young peoPle
around the xorld' irreEpective of poli!ical, ideologlcal or religious dlfferences,
to pool thelr efforta to avert a nuclear catastrophe. Put an end to the arns race
on Earth and prevent ite extension co outer space.

Addresslnq the 12th ParLianenc of the youth orqanization' state council
Chatrman Erich Honecker, the German Denocratic Republic highest representative,
cofltlended the youth for their actige cbanpionship of peace and social proqress, and

he emphasi. zed:

nThe German Denocratic Republic Pronotes co-operation rather than discord
betueen States. It turna aqainet the sol{ing of hatred anonq peoPles and war
hysteria. The Gernan Denocratlc Republic is tighting for a coalition of
conmon gense and realism to avert the danqer ot nuclear war.o

Together uith progressive youths fron all over the world. tbe enissaries of
the younqer generation of the German Denocrat ic Republic took part i'n the
l2th fiorld Festlval of Youth and Students ln ltloscoo, t{hich $as the nost
comprehenslve and significant international youth rally in the International Youth
Year.

fhe
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The German Denocratlc Republic alll contlnuouEly lnpr ove the polltlcal,econonic, soclal and cultural condrtlona for the arr-round deeeropnent of theyout.h,

ThlB objective rE served by the arectsl'ne taken by the covernnent of the
GerIDan Denocratic Republlc ln the eake of the l2th parlianent of the Free cernanYouth concernlng the aluties of goeernnent agenclea tn aaElsttng the youthorganiratlon' These deci'lonE encourage the young ro make contrrbutlons of theirottn to the further ahaptng of the advanceal socirlist socieCy in the GernanDencratlc Republlc anar lncrude a nunber of '.cr,al benefit' such as a 50 per centcut in railnay farea for schoolchrldren, apprenticea and studenta on all routes,greater flnancial aEalstanca to atudents and apprentlcea hau1ng cbildren, targerfun'ls to stlnulate outstandrng achreve!.ents 

""oiq "too"nt" and the constructron offurlher youth cluba, sports facllltlea, hoatels for young touriste and holidaycanPa.

on behalf of the Natlonal Conni8ston of the Gernan Dem@ratic Republic Iaaaure you, ttlr. secretary-Gene.ar, of our unqulrlfied support rn the lursuit of thelofcy goal8 0f the rnternationar youth yerr, r.c. to preserve peace for the presenrand future genelationa lnd to pr@ote soclal progress.

I cake the ltberty of sendlng you encloged a aureey of aelected activltiesundertaken by the Ger'an DeDocratrc Repubric on the ecaaton of the rnternationalYouth Year and of facts about ltB youtir pol.icy.

{slqned) Hans SATTLER
Menber of the Councll of l|iniat.ers of

the Gernan Denocrat lc Republlc,
Chat.rnan of the Natlonal Comrnisslon

for International- youth year
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APPENDIX

selected Actlvities and lteasuree of the Gernan De@@ratic REpublic
on the Occaaion of the International Youth Year

Functlong

(a) T{elfth Parllanent of the Free German youth ln the capital, Berlln, fron
2l to 24 uay 1985 folloged by youth lallloa ln all counties and districta of tbe
Gernan Deneratlc Repuhlic at $hich 3 nillion particlpants nanifested their deslre
for peace and their cloaenega to tbe aoclrllst Statesi

(b) l.leetlng betseen Gernan Denocratlc Republlc State Council
Chairnan Erlch Honecker and the Free Gerr0tn youth executive in Ehe capltal, Berlln,
on 30 septenber 1985i

(c) Peace nanlfeatatlons of thc youth on the occlalon of the fortieth
annifersary of victory over !ascten and neettngs betrreen antl-Fa3cl6l realstance
fighters and youtha i

(dl Bvents orqanlzed by the youtb organiaation in the franeeork of united
Nations Diearnament neek and ln connectlon plth the fortieth anniversary of Ehe
founding of the united Nations;

(e) Solenn appeale issueai by the youth organltatlon on norld Peace Day -
I septenber 1985; far nore tbrn 3l'000 youth eork teans sork extra 6h1ftE aa peace
inl t iattves t

(f) Cer enony to nark the fortleth annlversary of the ltorld Federatlon of
Democratic Youth anal neetlm of lts erecutl$e coDmittee in Berlln, caPital of the
Gernan Denocratic Republic, fron 8 to ll Noenber 1985t

(g) In over 100 panel dtscuBslona lnvoltrtng nore than 3'500 delegateE to the
l2th Parlianent of the Free Gernrn Youth on 20 |,tay 1985 in t]te Ger$an Deneratlc
Republic capital, Berl.in, caltlnet nlnisters and hrads of other central governoent
agencies ansrered cuestionB about youth policyi

(hl The itteek of Youth and Sportsnenr tron l8 to 26 May 1985 eas narked by a

broad range of political, cultural, 8portlng and tourlstic eventE. t'layora' cornpany
dlrectors and co-operatiee frrn nlnrqcrs reported to young PeoPle on rhat hes been
done to lnplenent the Youth Actt

(i) The Featival of Political song eaa held ln the capital, Berlln, fron
16 to 23 Sebruary 1985 rlth the partlclprtion of 50 artistlc conPanies and sololstB
fron 3l countrlea, aod peace eoncerte uere glven under the notto rRock for Peace'i

(j) Friendship Days uere held betrreen the youth3 of the German Denocratlc
Republic and the scialist Republic of Romanla trcl|i 25 to 29 september 1985 at
Neubrandenrrurg and Friendshlp DayB betreen the young people of the Gernan
Denocratic RepubLic and the syrlan AEab Republtc slll be obaerved at
E i senhuettenstadt fron 27 Novcober to 3 Decenber 1985i
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(k) over 700 younqslera fron 20 countrleB took part in an lnternational trade
unlon youth canp at Ferch from 6 July to l7 Auqust 1985i

(1) the Red Croas sponsored an tnternatlonal youth canp at llelnar froan
L2 to 25 August 1.985 oith participanta fron 20 European countrieai

(n) An international aynposium on the Eubjectr rThe developnene of
independence in ecientific pork, of a consclously actlve approach and of increasing
personal responetblllty ot studentB alurlng stua[esn rtth partlcipants fron eight
countries eas held in the capital. Berlln, fron 2il to 26 ApriI 1985i

(n) The Minislry of Higher and Technlcal Educatlon. the Central Councll. of
the Free Gernan Youth and the central executlve of the sciences trade union net in
Dresden trqt 22 to 23 February tor consultatlons on Eays of promotlng junior
sc ient i sts;

(o) In 1985 nore than 50 per cent of the young worktng people and students
were involved in the youthra scientific and technologlcal creativity noeeftent. ?he
results eill be present.ed to the public in exhibitions at cdrpany, district and
country level, and in Leiprig froo l1 to 22 Noeenbef 1985 at a nrtional
exh i bition i

(p) Over 2 rnilllon children and youthe participated in holiday acbenes, and a
holiday exchanqe progranme operated eith the Pollsh Peoplers Republic involved
300,000 children and yout hs i

(o) Some Ll,000 boys and gtrls took paEt in the central Chlldrenrs and youtfl
Spartakiad in hrinter sports ln K ar l-lilar*-Stadt fron 25 February to 2 Uarch 1985 and
rn sumner sporta in Berlln fron 22 to Zg July 1995. At atistrict level aone
1.03 nillion children and youths pere lnvolved ln the einter and aunner sports
spar tak i ad s;

(r) By the end of 1985, 2 nill.ion youths slll have taken part ln the
programme offered by nJug endtour i Bt" , the travel agency of the Free German youth.
glhile nore than 290,000 cDR youths travel abroad by iitugendtour i str , over 200,000
young people fron abroad visit the GeEnan Democratic Republlci

(s) More than I0,900 students from the Gernan Denocratlc Republic uorked as
nembers of internatj.onal gtudent sork telms in geven countrleg,

(t) Over 10,500 students fron l8 countriea oorked and 6pent holidaya in tbe
German Denocratic Republic Cogeeher eith stMents of the Republic.

Facta aboue Gernan Denocrrtlc nepubllc youth pollcy

The 1985 budget provi.ded for the follofllng expenditurea!

(a) ll.5 billion nark6 on training and educatloni 350 nillion narks on the
uge and naintenance of sports faciliCiesi

(b) 93 nillion marks to subsidize holiday travel by young peoplei
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(c) Young people gettlrq married recelve an interest-free loan to the tune of
5,000 narks. nhen chlldren are born, the amount of loan to be repaid 1s realuced by
1,000 narks for the first, 1,500 marka for the second and A,500 narks for the thiral
child. In 1985 alone, the State uaed 225 nlllion narks to Haive repayment of such
loans.

On the sugge€tlon of, the youth organizatlon, the GDR Governnent took the
folloring deciaions ln the International Vouth yeart

(a) It increased the funds available to universitieg, other institutes of
higher learnlng and technical achoola for the recognltlon of ouestanding acadenlc
ach i evenent i

(b) It protideat addltional grante to apprentlces and st,udenta havlng childreni

(c) It granted a 50 per cent reduction ln rail$ay fares to achooLchildren,
gtudents and apprentices on all routes,

Since 1976, the further developnent of Berlin, the cDR capital, as the
economic, scientific, intellectual and cultural centre of the cernan Den@ratic
Republic has been assl.gned to the fult responsibility of the youth organization.
Thl,s prolect ranges froD houslng construction up Co the establishment of fureher
educatlonar and recreational facilittes, lncluatinq a large public youth centre
rhich t,ill provlde hotel-atyle accoMrodation, conference rooma and services as eell
as facilitie3 for gamea and other leisure-time pursuitB.

The neErork of youth clubs is belng exfranded. Untll 1990, the capacity of
such clubs in urban .n eell aa rural resldential areaa uill 9ro$ by some 32,000
places. The 264 youth tourlat facilitles provide acconnodation for 5.3 nlllion
overnight stays per year. fn l9g5, lhe clties of Dresden and Erfurt eill each be
glven an additional youth hostel.

During the past l0 yeara, 80,000 youths fron developing countries have
cot@leted vocational trainlng ln the Gernan Denocratlc Republic.

At present, l8 sork teane ot the Free cernan youth, in tolen of Gernan
Denocratic Republlc solidarlty, are active in Afrlcan, Asian and Latin Anerican
countriea, aEslsting th€n ln buildinq thelr national econoDies. These ceans have
so far tralned 5,000 skilled eorkers. In the Nicaraguan capital, cernan Democratic
Republic youtha aet up a fielat hospital to shohr thelr solidarity. The Free cerman
Youth frtendehlp brlgade uhich establlahed the hoapital ls not' helplnq ln the
provislon of nedlcal care to the populatton.


