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I. INTRODUCTION

1. A! its 3rd plenary neeeing, on 20 Septenber 1985, Ehe ceneral Assembly. on the
recomnendation of the General Comnit.lee, decided to include in the aqenda of its
fortieth session the item enCitled:

"Office of the United Nations Hiqh Connissioner for Refugees:

"{a} Reporf of the Hiqh Conmissioneri

" (b) Assistance to refugees in Africa: report of Che Sec reta ry-Genera I "

and to allocate it to the Third Comnittee.

2. The Third Connittee considered the itern at its 37th to 41st and 49rh meecings,
3n 11 to 13 and 2l November 1985. An account of Ehe Conmittee,s discussion is
contained in the relevant sumnary records (A/C.3/40/5R.37-41 and 49).

3. The Commitlee decided to consi.der item 105 Eogether wi.th the refelrant chapters
of lhe report of the Econonic and Social Council (aqenda iten 12) pertainrnq co
specific cases of providing assistance to refuqees.

4. fn connection with item IO5, the Committee had before it the folloping
docurneD !at ion .
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(al Report cf the Economic and Social- Council, chapter fIf, secLion J
tA/40/3\; r,/

(h) Report of trre United Nations High Connissioner for Refugees; 2/

(c) Assistance to refugees in Africa: report of the Sec re tary-Gener a I
lA/40/42s) i

{d) Note b}y the Sec reta ry-Genera 1 Eransnitci.tg the report of the Joint
Inspe.tion Uni! entitled tRole of the Office of the United Nations High
Cornmissioner for Refugees i.n South-East. Asia (19?9-1983\" (A/40/L35) and conments
of fhe Sec reta ry-cene ra I (A/4O/135/Add.l\,

(e) letter Cated 15 January 1985 from Ehe p€rmanent Representative of
DenocraCic Kampuchea to the Uniled Nati.ons addressed Co the Sec reta ry-Genera I
(A/4A/88-S/L6898') |

(f) Letter dated 15 January 1985 from the permanent Representative of
Democratic Kanpucbea to the thited Nations addressed to the Secreta ry-Genera I
( A/ 4 0 /89-s /168e9) |

(S) Letter dated 5 February 1985 fron the permanent Representative of
Democratic Kanpuchea to the Unlted Nations addressed to the Sec reta ry-Gener a I
lA/40/rr7-s/t-694n);

(h) Letter dated 25 Aprit I985 from the permanent Representative of
Democratic Kanpucbea to the United Nations addressed to the Secre ta ry-Genera I
( A/ 4 o /261 -E/ 1985 / 69)'l

(i) Letter dated 17 July 1985 from the permanent Representative of the
Philippines to tbe United Nations addressed to the Sec reta ry-cenera I
(A/40/49r-s/11344),

(i) Letter daled 17 July 1985 fron the pernanent Representative of the
Philippines to the United Nations addressed to the Secreta ry-Genera I
(A/ 40 /492-S /11345) l

(k) Lelter dated 23 July 1985 from the permanent Representative of the Lao
People's Democratic Republic to lhe United Nations addressed t'o the
Secretarv-ceneral (A/ 40 /5OIl i

!/ To be issued as Official Records of the ceneral Assenhly, Fortieth
session, Supplement. No. 3 lA/40/3/R"".L| .

2/ official Records of the Ceneral Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplernents
No. 12 and 12A (A/40/L2 and Add.l).



(ml Lett€r dated l4 Octob€r t9g5 fronr lhe permanent RepresenCative of
Denocratic Kanpuchea to the united Nalions addressed to the secreta rv-Genera r
(A/ 40 /7 50-s/r7 s65l .

5. rn connection trlth the relevant chapters of the report of the Economic and
soclal council pertaining to specific cases of providinq assistance to refugeeF,
the Conmittee had before it the follorinq docunentaBion:

(a) Assistance Eo refugees ln Sornalia: report of the United Nation6 High
Coftnissioner for Refugeea (A/40/5961 ,

(b) Assietance to displaced persons in Ethiopiar report of the
Sec reta ry-cenera I (A,/40/587),

(cl Hunlnitarian a8sistance to refugees in Djibouti: report of the united
Nations High Connissloner for Refugees IA/4O/SSBI t

(d) Situation of refugees in che Sudana report of lhe Secretary-Gene ra I
1A/40/589l- ,

(e) Asslstance to Etudent refugees in southern Africa: report of the united
Natlons Higb Connlssloner for Refuqees (A/40/5901 .

6. At the 37th neetlng' on 11 Novenber, the united Nations High commissioner for
Refugees nade an introductory sBatenenE.

II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

A. Draft resolution A/C. 3/40lL,4 2

7. At the 49th meeting, on 2l Noverhber, the representative of Mauritiua
introduced a draft resoturlon (A/c.3/qO/L.42) enrirted "second riii;friffinaf
conference on Assiscance to Refugees ln Afri.ca", on behalf of ehe states uenbers of
the United NaCions that are menbers of Ehe GrouD of African State3,

8- Ac the sane rneetinq, the connittee adopted the draft resolution sithout a vote
isee para. l?, draft resolut.ion Il.

(f) L€tCer dated 23 Septentrer l9g5 fron ttle pernanent
Democrat ic Kampucbea to tbe United Nations addressed to the
(A/40/675-s/17 49?t ,

B, Draft, resolution A/C.3/4 0/t.4 3

9. Al the 49th neeting, the representa!ive of Norh,ay introduced
resolutlon lA/C.3/40/L.43) entitled "Report of the tJnited Nations
for Refuoees", sponsored by Austria
Canada, Cypru6, Dennark, Djihoritl, the
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Ehe Netherlands. Ner' Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, the 3-El]jpglEj:LP!.!.9.j]glr
senegal' slerra L€one, spain, tbe j:9l!3Lj:El!9!!lEllg!ll and zaire as uell !s
Bolivia and Honduras, subseouently joined fry Coeta Rica and &@. Ttre
representatiue of Norlav orally revlsed the draft resolution by replaclng the word
ifreduentlyr in che lirelfch preanbular paragraph by the eords "ln some cases".

10. At the sane neeting, after an exchange of views, the representalitte of I9I:9I
further orally revlsed the draft regolution as follotts: at the end of the trrelfth
prearnbular paragraph, the uordE ilh some cases exposea then to physical vlolence,
gexual abuse and discriminatloni eere replaced by "in many cases expoaes Ehen to a
variety of difficulf situations affecting thetr physlcal lnd legal protection aE
well as their psychological and naterial irell-beingtr. subseouently, P.kistan
becane a sponsor of the draft reaolution as orally revised.

Il. A statement by the secretary-Genera I on Ehe progranne budget lnplications of
the declsion of the Executive comittee l*ee A/40/L2/Add.l, p!ra. 2221 Le contained
in document Ai"C.3/4O/L.18.

12. The representative of Ehe United Kingdorn 6f creat Britain and Northern lreland
stated that. ber delegagion nished to hear the uiess of the Office of Flnancial
Servi.ces concerning the financial tmplications of document A/C.3/40/L.38 and its
relationship rJilh dr.fC resolution A/C.3/4O/L.43.

13. The representative of the office of Financlal servic€6 explained the contents
of docunent A/C.3/40/L.38 and polnted out ttrat draft resolutlon A/C.3/1O/L.43 had
no financial irnpl icat tons,

14, At the sane neetinq, the Commlttee adopted drafc regolutton A/C.3/10/L.43, as
orally revised, lrithout a rote (see para. 17, draft resolutlon Il).

C. Draft resolut iLon A/C.3/40/L.44

15. At the 49th neeting, cbe representatlve of the sudan introduced a draft
resolution (A/c.3/40/L.44) entitled 'Expression of aPpreciation to che United
Naciona Hiqh CorTmlssioner for Refugees", sponsored by colonbir, Dennark, Gernany,
Federal Republic of, Mexico, pakistan,n. the Sudan. Thailand and the united SEatee of
anerica as t,ell as g!!.@.i!., the P_!!-UppjE and @!8, sut'€eauently joined
by Costa Rica, Djibouti, Egypt, France, cabon and Reanda.

15. At the Bane meeting, the corfln ittee adopted draft resolutlon A/c.3/40/L.44
rrithout a voEe (see para. 17, draft resolution IIf)

III. RECOU!{ENDATIONS OF THE TI'IRD COIII,'ITTEE

17. The Ttrird Connittee recomnends to the ceneral Assembly tbe adoption of the
follooing draft resolutions:
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DRAF? RESOLUTION I

Seiond fnternational Conference on A8rlstance
to Refugeee ln Afr lca

The General Assenblv.

RecallinE its resolutions 37 /lg7 of l8 Decenber 1982, 3E/LZO of
16 December 1983 and 39/L39 ot 14 December l9B4 relaEing to the Second
fnternational Conference on Assistance to Fefugees in Afrlca,

Havinq considered the report of the Secreta ry-G€nera I on assiatance to
refugees in Afrlca, 9/

Mindful that the fundamental purpose of the Declaratlon and programme of
Action .dopted by the Second fnternatlonal @nference on Asslstance to
Refugees in Africa, held at ceneva fron 9 to ll July l9g4r ,jLl uas to launch
collective accion by tbe tnternationat comnunlty alned at aEhievlng lasElng
solut lon6.

Gravely concerned at the persistent and sertoua problen of large nunbers
of refugeee on Ebe Afrlcan contlnenE,

Aeare of lhe heavy burden borne by African countrles of asylun on account
of tbe Preaence of these refugeeE and its conseouences for their econonic rnd
social. development, and of the heavy sacrifices made by theh, desplta th€ir
linlted resoufcea,

Deeply concerned that the refugee sit.uatlon has been Eeverely affected by
the critlcal economic situation ln Africa, as rrel I as by drought rnd other
naturrI diaasters,

Recogni2lng that the efforts of the countriea of asylun reoui.re the
concerted support of the lnternational coflmunity to rneet the need€ for
emergency relief, and for nediun_ and long_term developrenE aid,

Ttkinq note of the dec!.aration and resolutions adopted by the Assenbly of
ffeads of StaEe and Governnent. of th€ Orqanization of African Unlty at its
tsenty-ftrst sesslon, beld at Addis Abab. fron 10 to 20 July 1985, and of the
resoluiions adopted by the council of Ministers of the organizatlon of African
Unity, held at Addls Ababa fron l0 to I? July 1985, in partlcular
CM,/Res.989 (XLII), on tbe situation of refugees in Africa, !/

A/40/42s.

See A/39/4O2, and Add.l and Z.

A/40/666.

v
lJ

z/ See
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Emphasiring the collectiue responsibility of sharinq the urgent and
oeerehelning burden of the problem of African refugees through effec!iue
nobilization of additional resourcea to neet the urgent and long-term needs of
lhe refugees and to strengthen the capacity of countries of asylun to prouide
adequately for the refugees nhlle they renain in those countries, as well as
to assidt the countriee of crigin in rehabilitatinq voluntary returnees,

Reiterating the l'ital importance of the conplenenearity iretween refugee
aid and developrnent assistance,

Desirous of ensuring che speedy irnplementat ion of the recomnendii c ions and
pledqes nade at the Conference,

l. Expresses ica deep appreciatloo to African hort countries, ehlch are
the biggest. donors, for their generous contribution and continuoua efforts to
alleviate the plight of refugees in spite of their criticaL econornic situation,

?. Reitera!e6 its appreciation to all donor countries, the
organizations and specialized aqencGa of the Unlted NaCions system, regional
orqanizaeions and intergouernmenta I and non{overnnent€l organizations for
lheir initial support and response !o the projects subnitted !o the Second
fnternational Conference on Assistance to Refuqees in Africat

3. urges the international conrnunity to nalntain the momentum created
tty lhe conference and to translate into reatity Ehe projects submitled as ,e1.1
as the princi.ples in the DecLaraeion and progranne of Aclion aqreed upon bv
the Conferencet 6,/

4. Enphasires Che vital inport.anc€ of the compleftentarity of refugee
aid and developnent assistance and of achieving .lrtrable sol[tlons to Che
Problems of refugees in Africa and the necessily of providing assistance for
the st.renqthenlnq of the social and econonic infrastructures of African
countries receiving refugees and returnees,

5. Requeses the United Nations High Connissloner for Refuqees to
continue to keep the situat.lon of refugees in Africa under constanc reeieu ao
as to ensure that adeouare assiBtance is available for care and naintenance
and for bringing about durable solutions,

6. Reduests the United Nations Developnent progranme co increase its
ef forts to-i6TiE" addirional resources for ref ugee-related developnent
Projects and, in general, to pronote and co-ordtnate rich the host countries
and the donor coflnunlty the integration of re fugee-relaceat actielt.ies into
nalional development planning,

9/ A/39/402, annex-
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7. Calls upon all Menber Seates and concerned organizatlons of the
United Nations sygten, as well as relevanC regional, intergoeernmanta I and
non-governmental organizations, to lend thelr €upporE to the sPeedy
itnplernen !a t ion of the recodrendations aDd pledgea nade at the Conference,

8. Reduests the Secreta ry-Genera l, in accordance uith the Declarrtion
and Programme of Action, to rnonitor, in congult.ation and cloae co-operaeion
lJith the OrganizaEion of African Unity, the united Nations Hlgh Cot||n|lasioner
for Refugees and the United NaCions Deeelopnent Progranne, the folloe-up of
the conference,

9, Further requests the Secret ary-Genera 1 to report to the Generll
Assembly at lts forty-first seaBion, through the Econon lc and social council,
on the lnplenentation of the present resohEloo.

DRAFT RESOLOTION II

Report of the Unl.ted Natlons Flqh Conniasioner
for Refugees

The General Assenbly,

Ilaving considered the report of the United Natlons Hiqh comtnissioner foi
Refugees on the activitiea of his office, 7/ ae weLl as tlre report of Ehe
Executive Commietee of the Programne of the Hlgh Connissioner on the eork of
its thlrty-Gixth sesaion, g/ and bavtng heard the statement made by che Higb
Connissioner on 1l November 1985, 9/

Recallim ils resolutlon 39/L40 of 14 Decenber 1984,

Reaffirning the pureLy hunanltarian and non-political character of the
activitles of tbe Offiee of Ehe Figh Cor nisaioner,

Deeply concerned thaE refugees and displaced persons of concern to the
Hlgh Comnlssioner contlnue to face distresslngly se.r lous Proble,ns ln all Parbs
of the world,

Particularly concerned that ln various reglons the safety and oelfare of
refugees ana asylum-sClters continue to lre aeriously Jeopardized on account of
nilitary or arned attacks, acts of piracy and other formF of brutallty,

U Official Record€ of the ceneral Assenbly, FortleUh Sesdlon, Supplement
No. 12 (A/40/L21 .

y rbid., supplenent No. 12A (A/AO/tz/Add.tl .

2/ see A/c.3/40/sR.37.

/...
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sEressinq the fundamental inportance of the High Coinnissioner rs funct.lon
to provide 'inEernational protectlon and the'need for SEates to co-operate lrlth
lhe High connissioner in the exercise of this e€senci;l function, particularly
in view of the continued and persistent violatlons of the basic riobts of
refugees and a syl um-seekers,

Enphasizing ttrat voluntary repatria!ion or return renains the nost
desirable solution to the problems of refugees and displaced persons of
concern Co the Hiqh Commissioner,

Enphasizing also the inportance for the lnternational cornrtlunity to
continue to provj.de assistance and reaetElement opportunl,tles fof refugees for
whom no other durable solution rnay be in stght, notably in regions ebere
countries of first refuge continue generously to recelve refugeea arriuing by
land or by sea,

Comnend ing States that, despite Fevere econonic and developmenta I
problerns of their own, continue to adrnit large nunbera of refugees and
displaced p€rsdns into tbeir territorlea,

Noting lrith deep appreciatl.on the valuable support extended by nany
GovernmenCs to lhe Hiqh Connissioner in the performance of his humanitarian
tasks,

Deeply concerned by the sbortaqe of funds faced by the Eiqh Comnisaioner
and its consequenceg for his ability to fulfll his nandate,

Noting with sati.sfaction the efforts of the High Connissioner. in the
field of international protectiob, to address the special problems of refugee
and displaced $ronen and cbildren resulting from their vulnerable position,
whi.ch in many cases exposes then to a variety of difficult siEuetions
affect.ing their physical and Leqal protection as l'ell as thelr psychological
and mater ial weLl-being,

Noting with satisfaction and encouraginq the conlinui.ng and increasing
co-operation fretween the Office of the High Connissioner and bodieE of the
United Nations system,ras well as I nCerqovernnenta I and non-qovernnenta I
organizations

Desirous of ensuring the speedy implementatlon of Ehe reconmendations and
pledges nade at the Second International Conference on Assistance to Refuqees
ln Africa, held at ceneua fron 9 to lI July l98il, 10/

I. Connends the United Nationa Hiqh Coflmissloner for Refugees and his
staff for the dedicated and ef fi.cient rnanner in which they discharqe tb€ir
respon s i b i I i t i es t

l0/ See A/39/4O2 and Add.l and 2.
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- ?. strongly reafflrns Ehe fundamental nature of the High Connissioner's
tunctlon to provide international protection and the need for Governnents to
contlnue to co-operate fully nith hts Office in order !o facititate the
effectlve exercise of this function, in particolar by acceding to and
itnPlementing the relevant international and reglonal refugee instrunents and
by scrupulously observing the principles of asyLun and glgEgg]Slg!,

3. Condemns all violalions of the righCs and safety of refugees and
tsylun-seekera, ln partlcular those perpetrated by military or armed attacks
against refuge€ canps and settlenents and other forms of brutality and by the
failure to rescue asylun-seekers in disEress at gea,

4. lilel.cones tbe fact that arrangenents introduced by the Hiqh
Connissioner have increased significantly the rescue of asylurn-seekers in
dlgt.re€s a! sea and lhat preventitre neasures bave resulted in a decline in lhe
nunb€r of refugee boats attacked by piratee,

5. Urge€ all States, in co-operation uith the Office of the Hioh
Conrnissioner and other conpetent tnternational bodies, to take aIl measures
necesaary to ensure the safety of refugees and asylum-seekerst

6. Further u-rqej all States to support the High Cornnissioner in his
efforts to achleve durable solutionF to fhe pr:oblern of refuge€s and displaced
persons of concern to his Office, prinarily lhrough voluntary repatriation or
return, including 6asiaCance to reCurnees, as appropriate, or, wherever
aPProPrlate, through integraCion into countries of asvlurn or resettlement in
tlti.rd countrlest

7. Endorses the conclu€ions on voluntary repatrlation adopted by the
the Programme of the High Conunissioner at iEsExecutive Comnittee of

thirty-sixtb sesslon !r/ and urges Slates to extend lheir futl co-opera!ion to
the High Cornnissioner to that effect,

8. Expreases its uarm appreci.ation for the sork done by the Hiqh
Comtnlssioner to put into practice the concept. of developnent-or iented
assistance to refugees and returnee8, as inltiated at lhe Second fnternational
Conference on Assistance go Refugees in Africa, and urges him to continue that
proceas, whereeer appropriate, in co-operation uith the World Bank, lhe United
Naeions D€velopment Programre and other organizalions, and, further, urges
C'overnnenes to support these efforts,

9. Connends the High Connissionerra progrannes for refugee and
dispraceat Gire-iJspecially those undertaken to secure their protection and to
help them to becone self-sufficient through educational, vocational and
incoFe-gener at ing proj ect.s I

10, Expresses deep appreciatlon for the valuable naeerial and
bumani,tarian response of reeeiuing countries, in particular those developinq
counlries that, despite linited resources, continue to admit, on a pernanenr
or lemporary basi,s, Iarqe nurnbers of refugees and asylun-seekers, and,
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reaffirminq Ehe principle of internatlonal solidarity and burden-sharing,
urges the international conmunity to assisE receiving couneries in order to
enable then to cope r'ith tbe additlonal burden creaEed try their presencet

11. Comnend€ aIl States that facllitate the atEaintnenc of duratle
solutions and contribuEe generously to the High Connisaionerrs proqrannes,

L2. Expresses deep apprecletion of the valuable co-operation betrreen the
office of the High conmissioner and incergovernmenta I and non-governnenta I
agehcies,

13. Calls upon all States to pronote durable solutlons and to concribute
qenerously co the High Co nisslonerig hunrnitarian programnes ln order to
assigt refugees, returnees and di.splaced persona of concern to the Hiqh
comnissioner in a 6pirlt of internctlonal solidarity and burden-sharinq.

DRAFT NESOLUTION tII

Expreaslon of appreciation to the ltnited Nations
gigtr Connissioner for Refugee6

Ttle General Aasenbly,

Not ing eith deep regret that the Unlted Nations High Comnissioner for
Refugees r'ilL Ehortly be relinouishing hls dutle€,

Recogniulng the signiflcant progress ach leved under bls guidance ln
prdlotlng hunanitarlan aolutiona to the problema of refugees and displaced
p€rgons in uarlouB parCe of the norld,

Considerlng his unrelentlng efforts to alleuiate hunan suffering through
the sp€clal hunanitarian taska entrusEed to hfun in rddition to the original
functiona of his Offlce,

1. Expresses lls sincere appreciatlon and thanks to Mr. Poul tlartling
for the effective and dedicated nanner in which he ha6 performed his function€
a{t United Nations E19h Contnlssioner for Refugees,

2. Extends itE good wlsbes to hin for aucceas ln his future
undertakings.




