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NS/pc A/45/PV.56
74-75

(Mr. Kukan, Czechoslovakia)

Of course, this isof apartheid can help in the development of sub-Saharan Africa.

only on the condition that it 'remains productive and market-based. From our own

experience, we would like to warn against illusions about other, seemingly socially

more just, alternative methods of economic development, which have brought grave

economic difficulties to a formerly prosperous Czechoslovakia. We are convinced

that the preservation of economic stability in South Africa is in the interest of

all the inhabitants of South Africa as well as of other African countries.

We are also greatly encouraged by the positive developments that have been

taking place within South Africa since the beginning of this year, as mentioned by

the Secretary-General in his report in document A/44/960. We appreciate the bold

and courageous policy to which President De Klerk has committed his Government. We

are convinced that it opens up distinct possibilities for the dismantling of the

apartheid system. Equally encouraging and statesmanlike have been the vision and

forbearance demonstrated by the black leadership, which, despite long years of

injustice and oppression, has renewed its commitment to a peaceful process for

ending apartheid and building a non-racial and democratic society.

The downfall of such mainstays of apartheig as the Pass Laws, the Separate

Amenities Act, the Land Act and the Group Areas Act and the reSUlts of the May and

August talks between representatives of the Government of South Africa and the

leaders of the opposition forces give us cause for optimism.
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