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I . IMRODUCTION

1. rn a letter dated 15 August 1985 addressed to the Secre Eary-Gene ral
(A/40/L92), Ehe uinister for Foreign Affairs of the union of soviet socialist
Republics requested the inclusion of a supplenentary itern entitled "International
co-operalion in the peaceful exploitation of outer space under conditions of its
non-ni li Ear iz ation " in the agenda of the forlieEh session.

2. At i.ts 3rd plenary neeting. on 20 september I985r the General Assenbly, on the
recommendation of the ceneral Comnittee, decided to lnclude the item in ils agenda
and to allocate it to the First Conmlttee.

3. AE its 2ntl neeting, on 9 october ' the First Connittee decided to hotd a
general debate on the disarnament itens allocated to it, namely' itens 48 to 59 and

iten 145, followed by statenents on specific disarnanent agenda items and
continuatlon of general debate' as necessary. The deliberations on those itens
took place bethteen the 3rd and the 32nd meetings, frorn 14 October to I November
(see A/C.l/40/Pv.3-32) .

4. rn connection h'ith lten 145, the First Corunittee had before it the following
docunents:

(a) Letter dated 15 August 1985 fron the Minister for Forelgn Affairs of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed to the Secr etary-Genera I (A/4O/L921 t
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(b) Letter dated 6 Novenbe r l9B5 frorn the permanent Representative of
Afghanistan to the United NaEions addressed to the Secre tarv-cenera I
(^/40/859-s/L76r3t,

(c) Letter dated 18 Novenber 1985 from the pernanent Representative of the
Union of Soviet Soclal-ist Republics to the Onited Nations addressed to the
Secretary-cen er aL (A/40/9OO and Corr.l),

(d) Letter dated 9 october r98s fron the Representative of the union ofsoviet socialist Republics on the First Comnittee addressed to the chairnan of tberirst Connittee (A/C.I/40/4\,

(e) Letter dated 25 October 1985 from the pernanent Representative of
Bulgaria to the united Nations addressed to the secretary-General, transmltting the
Declaration issued on 23 october l98s at sofia by the porlticar consultative
Committee of the Warsaw Treaty Organization (A/C.L/4O/71.

II. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A, Draft resoluli9n A/C.L/4O/L.1 and Rev.l

5. On.9 October, the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics submitted a draft
resorution enticteal "rn@eful exproitation of
outer space under conditions of its non-mir i tar izat ion " (A/c.r/40/L.Ll, which rras
introduced by lts representative aC the 3rd neeting, on 14 October., The draftresolution read as follows r

"The ceneral Assenbl-y,

"Determined to ensure that the exploitation and use of outer space will
be an area of broad, equitable and nutually beneficial internatiohal
co-operation under conditions of peace,

"Recognlzing the urgent need to prevent, before it is too tate, an arns
race in outer space, which rdou ld lead to a sharp intensification of the dangerof nuclear war, undermine the prospects for liniting and reducing arnaments ingeneral and create insurnountable barriers to the developnen! of international
co-operation in the peaceful exploitation of outer space,

.-- "Guided by a desire to ensure that the exploraeion and use of outer space
wilJ" nost effectlvely serve the scientiflc, technicar. economic and sociarprogress of all peoples and the solution of the global problens facing
nankind, including the tasks of develolxnent and of overconing economic
backwardness,

"I. Calls upon a1l States, in particular those with rnajor space
capabirities, to do everyehing possible for the adoption of effective neasures
Eo prevent an arms race in ouber space, chereby creating conditlons for broadinternational co-operation in lhe exploration and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes,



Decides to include in the provisional agenda
session an iten entiEled rlnternaCional co-operaEion in
and peaceful exptoitation of outer space'.r

6. on 19 Novenber, the Union of soviet socialist Republics submitted a revised
draft resol-utiLon (A/c.L/{O/L.I,/Rev.l), containing the following changesr

(a) The first preanbular paragraph was revised to read as follows!

I'Determined to ensure that outer space be used for peaceful purposes and
be an area of broad, equitabLe and rnutual-ly beneficiat international
co-oPeration, n t

(b) The second preambular paragraph was revised to read as follows!
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"2. Exbresses its conviction thac, under conditions in vthich the
non-nili tar izat ion of oueer space is effectively ensured' a rnajor practical
step in the peaceful exploitatlon of space and the developnent of
internaeional co-operation in that field $oul-d be the setting up of a vror ld
gpace organization to harnonizer co-ordinate and unite the effor!s of States
in respect of peaceful space activities, including the provision of assi.stance
in that field to developing countries, and also to facilitate the necessary
nonitoring of cornpliance with agreenents nhich have already been concLuded or
lrilt be concluded with a view to preventing an arms race in ouEer sPacet

Decides to convene not lauer than 1987 an international conference
with the participation of Slates with najor space capabilities and of other
interested countries to consider in all lts aspecEs the question of
international co-op€ration in Ehe peaceful exploration and use of outer sPace
under conditions of its non-militar lzat ion and the harnonization of the nain
Iines and pr inciptes of such co-operation. The conference would also consider
the question of setting up a rdorld space organization, bearlnq in tnind that
the practlcal estabLishment of such an organization will be possible when
agreenents whlch effectively ensure the non-nil itar izat lon of outer space have
been reached t

Establishes an open-ended preparalory corunitlee vtilh Ehe
participation oi sta.es with major space capabili.lies for the purpose of
convening the lnternational conference I

"5' Requests the preparatory conunittee to subnit a rePor! on the work
carried out and apPropriate recommendalions to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session 1

"6. Invites atl States to connunicat.e to the Sec retary-General not later
than I March 1985, for transnittal to the preparatory comrnittee, any views and
suggestions with regard !o the convening of the international conferencel

of its for ty-fi r st
the non-militar iza! i.on
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"aeaffirming the urgent need to prevent an arns race in outer space,
nhich uou Id increase the danger posed to all mankind by an arrns race and
divert the naterial and lntellectual resources necessary for the peaceful
exploitation of outer space and for extended international co-operation in
this field, " r

(c) In the third preanbular paragraph, the third and fourth lines were
revised to read:

"... including that of development, "t
(d) Operative paragraph I was revised to read as followsr

"Urges all slates, in particular those wlth major space capabilities, to
contr ibute actively to the goal of preventing an arns race in outer space' as
an essential condition for the prornot ion of international co-operation in the
exploration and use of outer space for p€aeeful purposeel";

(e) oPerative Paragraphs 2, 3t 4 and 5 were replaced by the fol-Ioning tvro new
operative paragraphs:

"2. Calls upon all States to examlne the poEsibil-lty of convening at a
ProPer stage an internatlonal conference nith the participatlon of States with
major space capabilities and of other interested countriee to conslder ln alt
its aspects the question of internationaL co-operation in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space and of ensuring the most favourable
conditions for it, including consideration of the question of the setting up
of a world space organization,

"3. Requests the Connittee on the peaceful Uses of Outer Space to take
into consideration the content of the present resolutions, as well as all
docunents reLated to this ltem, and in partlcular to exanine the possibiltty
of preparation of the international conference, and to submlt a report on the
wor k carried out and appropr iate recomnendations to the General Assenbly at
its forty-flrst session, "t
(f) In the original operative paragraph 6, now operative paragraph 4, the

words ipreparatory conniteee", in the second liner were replaced by the words
"General Assenbly at its forty-first sesgion"l

(S) The original operative paragraph 7 was deleted.

7. At the request. of the sponsor, no action nas taken on draft resolution

^/c.L/40/L.I/Rev.I.
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B. Draft resolution A/C.I/40lL.45 and Rev'lr

8. on 7 November, Poland subnitted a draft resolution entitled 'rExpert study of
the varlous consequences of the rnilitarization of outer sPace' (A/c.l/40/L'451 '
which was lntroduced by its representative at the 34th meeting, on 12 Novemb€r.
The draft re3olutlon read as folloers:

rThe General Assenbl-y,

'Gravely concerned at the impending danger Posed to all nankind by the
real prospecE of extending the arns race lneo outer space.

"-Reaffirmin.S that outer space is the comon heritage of mankind and its
p.acee-ut e*ptor"tion and use sha11 be the provlnce of alt nankind'

"Igggllilg that the states parties to the Treaty on principles Governing
the lctltritles of states in the Exploration and Use of outer space, including
the litoon and other Celestial Bodies' have undertaken, in article Iv, not to
place in orbit around the earth any objects carrylng nuclear weapons or any
other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, install such lreapons on celestial
bodies or stalion such weapons in outer space in any oth€r rlafln€rr

"Determined to prevent the mllitarization of outer sPace,

"Aware of the various proposals submitted to that end by Member states to
the General Assenbly in recent years,

f'Recalling its resolutlons 36/97 C and 36/99 of 9

3't /83 of 9 Decembef L982. 37/99 D of 13 December 1982'
15 Decenber 1983 and 39/59 of 12 Decenber 1984,

"gaklng noce of Paragraph 99 of the repor! of the conference on

oisarrnimenC, V containing the report of its Ad Hoc corunittee on the agenda

item entltleat tPrevention of an arrns race in outer space",

Requests the secretary-General to prePare a comprehensive study of
the various consequences of the militarization of outer sPacet

'2. Recomnends thac the st.udy be prePared on the basis of accessible
naterial, iIEfr-EEe a-ssfstance of eninent consultant experts of various
nattonaliCies appointed by the Secretary-Gene ral ' taking into account the
views expresseal and the suggestions made during the dlscussion of this subject
at the fortleth sesslon of the General Assenblyt

see also lhe report of the Firs! corunittee on agenda item 57 (A/40/9641 '

v ficial

Decenber 1981'
38/7 0 of

Supplenent No. 27 (A/40/27 and Corr.1).
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'3. calls upon Governrnents and international scientific instiEuti.ons and
organizations to co-operate with the Secretary-ceneral in the preparation of
the studyt

"4. Requests that the study be transnitted to the Conference on
Disarnament, the Security Council and the ceneral Assenbly by LJuly 1987r and
to the Governments of Member states in ti.me to pernit its consideration at the
forty-second session of lhe General Assemblyt

"5. Recommends that Menber SCates give the study wlde distribution j.n
their respective languages, through varioud nedia of comnunicatj.on, so as to
acquaint public opinion with its contents. s

9. On 14 Novenber, Poland subrnitted a revised draft resolution
(A/C.L/40/L.4slRev.l), conraining the following changes:

(a) In the first prearnbular paragraph, tbe word rreal" was deleEedl

(b) op€ratlve paragraph 2 r+as revised to read as followsr
rRecommends that the study be prepared on the basis of accesslble

rnaterial, eith the assistance of eninent consultant experts of varlous
nat.ionalities appointed by the Secretary-ceneral, and in co-operation nith the

. United Nations fnstitute for Disarmament Research, taking into account the
views expressed and the suggestions made during the discussion of the subject
at the fortieth session of the ceneral Assenblyrtr,

(c) Operative paragraph 5 was revised to read as foll-ows:

"Decides to include in the provisional agenda of lts forty-second session
an iten entitled rconsequences of the nilitarization of outer space'n.

10, fn. connection with the revised draft resolution, the Secretary-General
submitted a staternent on the prograrnne budget impllcations (A/C.L/40/L.9I\.

11. At the request of the sponaor, no action was taken on draft resolution
A/c -L/ 40/L.45lRev.I.


