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AGERDA ITEM 18 (gontinued)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES

(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (A/45/23; A/AC.109/1015 and Corr.1,
A/AC.109/1016-A/AC.109/1021, A/AC.109/1023 and Corr.l and Adl.l1,
A/AC.109/1024-A/AC.109/1036, A/AC.109/1038, A/AC.109/1041 and Corr.l1,
A/AC.109/1044 and A/AC.109/1048 and Corr.l/Rev. 1)

(b) REPORT O THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/745/644 and Corr.l)

(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/45/23 (part II) para.26; A/45/L.16, A/45/L.17)

(d) DRAFT DECISION (A/45/L.18)

Ihe PRESIDENT: This morning the Assenbly will begin its consideration of
the question of the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as a whole, under agenda item 18.

We have before us three draft resolutions, contained in paragraph 26, part II

of the report of the Special Committee (A/45/23) and in documents A/45/L.16 and

A/45/L.17, as well as one draft decision, contained in document A/45/L.18.
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(Ihe President)

I propose that the list of speakers in the debate on this item be closed today
at 12 noon. If there is no objection, I shall take it that the Asgsembly adopts
that proposal.

It was so decided.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I therefore request representatives wishing to
participate in the debate to inscribe themselves as soon as possible.

I call on the Rapporteur of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration con the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples to introduce the Committee's report.

Mr. SHAHEED (Syrian Arab Republic), Rapporteur of the Special Committee
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (Special Committee
of 24): I have the honour to present to the General Assembly for its comsideration
the report (A/45/23) of the Special Committee covering its work during 1990,

The report, which relates inter alja to item 18 of the agenda, is submitted in
accordance with paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 44/101, of
11 December 1989, on the implementation of the Declaration, by which the Assembly
requested the Special Committee to continue to seek suitable means for the
immediate and full implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 {XV) in 211
Territories that have not yet attained independence and, in particular, to
formulate specific proposals for the elininaticn of the remaining manifestations of
colonialism,

At its forty-fourth session the General Assembly, by adopting resolution
44/100, of 11 December 1989, also mandated the Special Committee to undertake a

series (. activities in observance of the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration,
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(Mr._Shaheed, Rapporteur,
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including, among other activities, the holding of two regional seminars on the
general themes of decolonization.

During the year the Special Committee was able to discharge the tasks thus
entrusted to it by the Assembly and to submit appropriate recommendations on all
the items roferred to it for consideration and report, by mesting between February
and August and by holding consultations throughout the year among its members.

Aware that the commemoration of the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration
would be an appropriate occasion for evaluating the progress achieved during the
past 30 years, and in accordance with resolution 44/100, the Special Committee held
two regional seminars, one at Vanuatu in May and the cther at Barbados in June,

The reports of the two regional seminars contain the views expressed by those
representatives of Non-Self-Governing Territories who attended the seminars. Each
report also contains a summary of discussions waich highlight the main issues
raised and the views expressed by the participants in the seminars. The reports of
the two regional seminars are contained in documents A/AC.109/1040 and Corr.l and
A/AC.109/1043.

On the basis of the general debate on the thirtieth aaniversary held during
its August session, and following subsequant consultations, the Special Committee
unanimously adopted a draft resolution on the thirtieth anniversary of the
Declaration, which is submitted to the Ganeral Assembly for its approval ia
chapter II of the present report.

Bearing in mind in particular the specific requests addressed to it by the
General Assembiy in resolution 44/101, the Spacial Committee reviewad during the
year the implementation of the Declaration in relationm to the remaining Territories

and formulated a series of recommendations with a view to accelerating the pace of
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decolonization and facilitating the political, economic, social and educational
advancement of the peoples in those Territories,

In addition, the Special Committee submitted recor:.endations specifically
relating to activities of foreign economic and other interests which are'impeding
the implementation of the Declaration; military activities and arrangements by
colonial Powers in Territories under their administration; the implementation of
the Declaration by the specialized agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations; and information transmitted under Article 73 ¢
of the Charter.

The Special Committee also devcted considerable attention during the year to
the decolonization of the small island Territories. In that connection, the
Special Committee was especialiy mindful of the fact that the United Nations
visiting missions have provided effective means of ascertaining the situation inm
those small Territories. Accordingly, it once again stressed the importance of
dispatching such missions to colonial Territories in order to facilitate the speedy
implementation of the Declaration.

Within the context of tae question of the list of Territories to which the
Declaration is applicable, the Commitee also took up scparately an item entitled
"Special Committee decision of 17 August 1989 concerning Puerto Rico". In that
ragard, the Committee, following the hearing of representatives of a number of
organizations, took a further decision on the item, as set out in chapter I of the
report.

A; reflected in chapter III of its report, the Special Committee carried out a
number of other taasks enmtrusted to it by the General Assembly in various

resolutions, as well as tasks arising from its own previous decisions, relating to
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the question of publicity to be given to the work of the United Nations in the
field of decolonization.

In that regard, the Committee again reiterated the importance of the United
Nations effecting the widest possible dissemination of information on
decolconization as an instrument for furthering the purposes and principles of the
Charter and the Declaration on the Granting of Independsnce to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, and for mobilizing world public opinion in support of the peoples of
nolonial Territories. Bearing in mind the important role being played in the
decolonization process by an increasing number of aon-governmental organizations,
the Special Committee once again encouraged those organizations to continue to
disseminate information on the situatiun in the remaining colonial Territories and
on the position of the United Nations with regard to decolonization.

During the year the Committse took part in a number of international
conferences and meetings convened by intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations. 1In the light of the constructive results achieved in that regard
and in kesping with related decisions of the Assembly, the Committee decided to
continue to maintain close conmtact with the organizations concerned and to
participate in the related conferences, seminars and other spacial meetings dealing
with decolonisation arranged by those orgénizations, 88 well as by other United

Nations bodies concerned.
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I should like to draw members’ attention to the proposals outlined in
section J of Chapter 1, "Future work", which, the Special Committes hopes, will
meet with the Assembly's approval, and enable it to procesd with the sffective
discharge of the task that remains to be completed.

The Special Committes recommended that the Gensral Assenbly renew its appeal
to the administering Fowers concerned to take all necessary steps for the
implementation cf the Declaration and the relevant United Nations resclutiocms in
accordance with the fresly expressed wishes of ths peoples of the colomial
Territories. In that coanection the Special Committee, bearing in mind the useful
results achicved as a consequence of the active participation of ths administering
Powars in its work, recommended that the General Assembly again urge the
administering Powers to co-operate or continue to co-opsrate with the Special
Committee in the discharge of its mandate and, in particular, to participate
actively in its work relating to the Territories under their respective
administrations.

Further, bearing in mind the affirmations by the General Asssmbly that direct
association of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work of the United Nations
and the specialized agencies was an effective meansz of promoting the progress of
the pacples in those Territories towards a position of equality with the States
Members of the United Nations, the Spscial Committce recommended that tha General
Asgenbly invite the administering Powars to allow ropresentatives of the
Territories concerned to participate in the discussions in the Pourth Comnities and
in the Special Committee on the items relating to their respecive countries. im
that connection, taiinq into account the views expresssd by the representatives of
the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories at the seminars organized by the

Special Committee in Vanuatu and in Barbados in observance of the thirtieth
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anniversary of the Declaration, the Spacial Committee at its next session will
consider, in co-operation with the administering Powers, how to intensify anad
improve the participation of the representatives of those Territories in the work
of the Committee within the existing resources.

The General Assembly may alzo wish to rsnew its appeal to all States, the
specialized ogencies and other organizations within the United Nations systen to
comply with the various requests addressed to them by the United Nations in its
resolutions on the question of decolonization.

In the preparaticn of the proposcd pregramme the Chairman of the Spacial
Committee, Ambassador Tesfaye Tadesse, has held consultations throughout the year
with all concerned. The arduous work he carried out and the positive contributions
he made in this connection are deeply zppreciated Dy all the members of the Spascial
éommittoo. On behalf of the Special Committee, I commend the roport to the
attention of the General Assembly.

Before concluding, permit me to oxpress to all the members of the Special
Committee, and in particular to its Chairman, Ambassador Tadesse of Ethiopia, to
the threa Vice-Chairmen, Ambassador Ricardo Alarcon de Quesada of Cube,

Mr. Sverrs Bergh Johansen of Norway and Mr. Alexander Slaby of Czechoslovakia, and
to the Chairman and Rapporteur of the Sub-Committee on Small Territories,
Mr. Ghazi Jomaz of Tunisia and Mr. Dag Mjaaland of Norway, respectively, my deep
gratitude for the co-operation. and support I have received from them, which has
greatly facilitated my task as Rapporteur.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I now call upon the Chairman of the Special Committae on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaratiom on the Grantirng
of Independence to Colonial Countriss and Peoples, who will introduce three draft

resolutions in the course of his statement.
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¥x. TADESSE (Bthiopia), Chairman of the Special Committee on the

Situation with regard to the Implemantation of the Declaration on the Graating of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (Special Committee of 24): Since
the Rapporteur of ths Spacial Committee has given an account of the work of the
Special Committes for the year, I should like to take this opportunity to comment
briefly on some of the principal developments, as well as the remaining tasks
before us., in the fiesld of decolonisation.

As we mark the thirtiasth suniversary of the Declaration this year, I am deeply
conscious that as a direct consequence of tha process of decolonization that has
taken place during the period this virtusily universal world Organization has come
to be endowed with a growing vitality, maturity and a greater sense of
responsibility and respcnsiveness to many a procblem afflicting our planet. A
transformation of tremendous magnitude on the map of the world and in internationql
relations has been brought about through collective determination and the
acknowledgement of a truly global interest in the pursuit of freedom and in the
concern for the protection of humsn rights.

Indeed, nowhere has one of the major functions of the United Nations been more
clearly validated ard more positively demonstrated as an essential and viable agent
for peace than in the field of decolonization. During this period of revolutionary
chenge the United Nations has played an important role in a proceas that has
brought independence to hundreds of millions of psoples throughout the world.

Much of the Organiszation's work in this regard has been accoemplished under the
auapices of the General Assembly. Its commitmeat to the cause of descolonization
and its determination reached new heights in 1960 when the General Assembly adopted
the historic Declaratior on the Granting of Indepondence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, an instrumecat that codified over a decade and a half of the Organization's

experience in decolomnization in pursuit of the principles embodied in the Charter.
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In adopting thet Declaration the General Assembly made it clear that the
continued denial of the furdamental right of self-dstermination of dependent
psoples throughout the world not oaly contravened the provisions of the Charter but
also impeded the promotion of world peace and co-oparation. Its call Zor ismedlate
steps to enable dependent peoples to enjoy complete independence and freedom in
accordance with their freely expressed wishes reflected the moral obligations
assumed by Mamber States under the Charter.

Since then, more than 80 million people have emerged from dependent status,
and some 60 former colonizl Territories have become soversign Member States of the
Organization, vhile others have also becoma active members of the United Nations
system of organizations. To facilitate that process and to assist them in a most
effective way has been a formidable task for the United Nations. as many of the
obstances that had confronted thogze Territories had at the outset appeared
intractable. Through the sustained and concerted efforts of the Organisatioa,
howsver, many difficulties have been overcome, and I believe the international
community can be proud of the crucisl role it has pPlayed in bringing that about.

Nuch of the credit for this is due, of course, to the constant endeavours of
the members of the Special Committee of 24. The Special Committeo has not onmly
kspt world attention focused on the prodlems of decolonization but has also
mobilized moral and political support for the dependent peoples in their efforts to
realize their right s self-determination. To that end it has suggested a number

of eifective measures addressed to spacific situstions existing in colonial

Territories.
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As the Assenmbly is about to commonce its annual review of the situation with
regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independance to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, I wish, on behalf of the members of the Special
Counitgco of 24, and on my own behalf, to express profound satisfaction at the fact
that the dsbate this year is taking place with tke participation of the
repressntative of the independent Republic of Namibia az a sovereign Member of this
Organiszation. 1Indeed, in connection with the related work of the Fourth (ommittee
during the currert session, we have already observed the active and constructive
contribution made by the delegation of Namibia, on” I have no doubt that Assembly
deliberations on the item before us will be enhanced by their presence among us
today.

Within the context of the thirtietk anniversary activities approved by the
Assembly, this year the Special Committee held two regional seminars, one in
Vanuatu in May and the cther in Barbados in June. The two seminars provided an
opportunity to reflect on how best to meet the expectations and nseds of the
remaining colonial Territories. They also afforded the representatives of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories in the various regions thes opportunity to
participate in the deliberations at the seminars.

The seminars also provided the opportunity for the Committee to undertake a
comprehensive review of the gspecific problems of the remaining Non-Self-Governing
Territories. The contributions of participants, particularly those from
Non-Self-Governing Territorios, will assist the Committee to chart a more effective
course for its work and to adjust its approach and methodology it uses in the
fulfilment of its mandate. As reflected in its report, the Committee alaoc decided

to make use whercver possible of the p.-sposals and suggeations made at the
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seminars, with a view to enhancing and ratiomalising ite work in a continuing
procegs. In that regard, the extensive czchange of views held st the two seminars,
especially the exchanges with the representatives of Fon-Self-Governing
Territories, and various propossls contained in the summary of discussions in the
reports of the two seminars will continue to provide the Committee with an
important basis for formulating programmes appropriate for follow-up action.

On bohalf of the Special Cosmittee, I wish to thank once again the Governments
of Vanuatu and Barbados for having epabled us to hold these important seminars in
their respective capitals and for the co-operation and assistance theay rondered the
Committee.

I wish to thank the adninistcrlag Powers concerned for their co-operation in
facilitating the representation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the two
seminazrs,

The remaining small Territories iy the Caribbean and in the Pacific face
different and often complex problems, prrtly because of their small territorial
size and population, and frequently because of their igolation and limited
resources, 23 is pointed sut in the relevant conclusions and racommendations of the
Special Committee. These considersz:ions cannot, however, bs allowed to interfers
with or limit the rights and privileges of the pecples concerned, particularly
their right to make their own decisions in respsct of their future.

I should like to underscore the responsibility of the edainiatering Powers, in
the discharge of their obligations under the Charter, to intonsify prograsmos of
political education for the peoples of the Territories under their administration
in order ¢n 60¢pon their awarensss, in relation to their futurs status, of the

purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter and of the Declaratiosn.
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In their discharge of their primary respousibility as set out ir tha Charter
the adainistering Powers 3hould do their utmost to ensure that the econonies of the
Territories they esdminister are soundly based; to that end, they should continue to
organise effective development programmes, salisting to the maximum extent the
assistance available from the specialised sgencies and other urganisastions of the
United Hations. Such programmes should contiaue to be carefully structured to
protect and safeguard the best interests., doth present and futurs, of the peoples
of the Territories concermed.

In the light of the constructive role played in the past by visiting missions,
the Special Committee continues to attach vital importance to the dispatech of such
missicns to dspendent Torritories. These missions have proved an effective mean:
of collecting up-to-date, first-hand information on political, economic amd social
conditions in the Torritories, and of ascertaining the wishes snd aspiraticas of
their paoples concaraning their future status. In this regard, I would strongly
urge &ll administoring Powers to co-operate, or continue to co-operate, with the
Special Committes by actively participating in its work and by inviting United
Fations wissions to visit the Territoriss under their administration.

Some of thess and other recommendations of the Special Committee, 23 approved
by the Pourth Committes last month, wiil shortly be considered by the Assembly, 2nd
I wish to exprees my confident hopa that they vill receive the Assesbly‘s
endorsement.

I would 1ike to take tkis opportunity to pay a particalar tribute to
Ambassador Martin Adouki, the Chairman of tbe Fourth Cosmittead, for his outstanding
leadership ard statesmanship in snsbling the Committee to comclude its work
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in an exemplary manner. Kig pPersonal dedication to the cause of the pecples
concerned is wsll known and hig country's contribution to the process of
dscolonization has deeu emply demonstrated throughout the zession.

During the current sesaion we have often heard it said that the work of the
Organization in the field of decolonization is drawing to a ciose and that we nc
longer need to waste our time and efforts on busivess that is about to he
concluded. Indeed, no one can deny the fact that the achievements in this field
since the Organization's inception represent a singularly noteworthy success story
in the annals of this cormunity of nations. Yet we must at all times remina
ourselves of the solemn cbligations assumed by all Meamber States under the Charter
in respsct of the peoples of the Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories. In
kesping with the relevant provisions of tho Charter, this Asgembly, in its
dscisions and resolutions, hag long estabiished the tenets and preccedures for
promoting and ensuring ths welil-being of the inhabitants of these Tarritories. As
long ag there remaius a single Non-Self-Coverniag Territeory faliing within the
purview of the Charter, the work of the Organigation in this fieid xust continue
unabated. To that end, ali nscessary resources must be Placed at its disposal.
Economy in the uge of resources - too often used deliberately 2g 2 pretext - could
be achieved mosti effactively through the full and speedy implementotion of the
Declaration, thus reducing ths list of cocloniai Territories to none.

As w¢ move closer to the day when the last vestiges of colonialism will be
eradicated from the face of the earth, it is more than ever necessary to ensure
that the geauine interests of the inkabitants of thoae reraining Territories
continue to be of paramount concern. We must do our utmost to bring about the frae
and unrestricted conditions which could enabie the peopios concarmad to express

their true aspirations and wishes for their future status.
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On behalf of the members of the Spscial Committae, I wish to reiterate to the
Azsombly the Committee's resolute commitment ord determinatica in continuing to Qo

its utmost in the search for the most appropriste ways and means to ensura the

1nplc’mntatian of thy Declaration.
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Fermit me to make a few perscnal comments at thias stage. This year, as in
previous ysars, as Chairman I have enjoyed the fullest cc-operation of my
colleagues in both the Committee and the Secretariat and I wish to expreas my
sincere appreciation to all of them. My particular thanks go to my friends aad
colleagues the other officers of the Committee: Anbassador Alarcon de Quesada of
Cuba, Mr. Borgh Johansen of Norway and Mr. Alexander Slaby of Csechoslovakia, our
three Vice-Chairmen, and Mr. Mohammad Najdat Shaheed of the Syriam Arab Republic,
our Rapporteur. For me, as Chairman of the Special Committee, it has been an
horour and privilege to work with such dedicated colleagues.

Our Secretary-Gemeral, Mr. Javier Péres de Cuéllar, has shown consistent
interest in the field of decolonization. We are grateful to him for his interest,
which has ensured the maximum co-operaticn and assistance on his part,

I should like also to pay a particular tribute to the Under-Secratary-Gensral
of the Department for Special Political Questions, Regional Co-operation,
Descolonization and Trusteeship, Mr. Abdulrahim A. Farah, for his assistance and
continued@ collaboration, and, through him, my gratitude goss alse to all the
members of his Department,

It befits the commemoration of the thirtieth anniversary of the Daclaration
this year that the Committes has been able to agrse to put forward for
consideration by the Geaeral Assenbly the text of a draft resolution, contained im
document A/45/23, part 1I, chapter 2, paragraph 26, encompassing all the
fundamentals of the unceasing process of decolonisation. By adopting this draft
resolution the Assembly would uphold the validity of the objectives of the
Declaration snd reiterate, among other issues, the collective responsibility of
Member States, the United Nationes and its system of organiszations to extend

assistance to the pecples of the rsmaining colonial Territories.
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I am confident that tha draft zesolution, when adopted, will serve as yet
another milestone ia the history of our Orgenisation's endeavour in the field of
decolonization and will assist in articulating further the course of action to be
taken towards the fulfilment of cur objectives.

As the Assembly is well aware, the year 1990 marks the beginning of the Decade
for Decolonization. This is a period in which the intermstional community has
pledged to intensify its efforts with a view to making the world free from what we
all now consider an anachronism - colonialism in all its forms and manifestations,
If all concerned dedicats themselves to the realiszation of these objectives, within
tho next 10 years all remnants of colonialism will have been eliminated from the
face of th; globe, thus ushering in a safer and freer world for men and women the
world ovsr.

Having briefly reviewed some of the principal developmeats in the field of
decolonisation. and in keeping with long-established practice, I should 1like, on
behalf of the sponsors, to introduce the two draft resolutions submitted under this
item end contained in documents A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17. As these two draft
resolutions reflect both the devalopments and the problems I have just outlined, I
nsed not, I am sure, elaborate on their substance.

Draft resolution A/45/L.26 deals with the gensral aspocts of decolonization.
By this draft resolution the Aszsembly would, among other things, renew the mandate
of the Spsciszl Committee.

The draft resolution contained in dccument A/45/L.17 deals with dissemination
of information on dacolonisation. By this draft resolution the Asgsembly wouild once
2gain underscore the importance of publicity as an instrument for furtkhoring the

. aims and purposes of the Declaraticm.



JEM/cw A/45/PV.42
23

(M. Tadesse. Chairman,
Special Committes of 24)

Speaking on behalf of the gponsors, I wish to commend these draft resolutions
to the members of tho Assembly for their serious attention and unanimous approval.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I now call on the first speaker in the debate on this
item, the representative of Congo.

Mr. ADOUKI (Congo) ( interpretation from French): The debate on the
fundsmental question of decolonization at this forty-fifth session of the General
Assembly will become part of history. 1Indeed, this dsbats could, by the very
nature of things, be mine: first, because of my status 23 representative of Congo,
8 country which for tho past 17 years has had the honcur of being a member of tho
Spescial Committee of 24; and also because of my present status as Chairman of the
Fourth Committee.

How can we mske sure that this debate, which is to make a final evaluation,
30 years later, of the Declaration on the Granting of Indopendence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, does not get boaged down in a surieit of words that would
dilute the essextial points?

I do not wish to risk locking myself into a single image. I should like to
base my statement on the consciousness of the uniqueness, in 1990, of the work of
the FPourth Committee and also that of the Special Committee of 24, which, in the
opinion of & growing number of delegations, is being orchestrated in a way that
seems increasingly if not suspicious, at least terribly marked by a kind of
ritualism that perpetuates the stereotyped images that hark back to the 19690s.

I do not know by what quirk of fate I was calied upon to assume the
chairmanship of the Pour:h Committee at the very tims whean Namibia, the last large
African colony finally to attain indeprndence, was participating for the first time

88 3 Membor State at a sessicn of the General Assembly. It was a great moment
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indead. We all celebrated it with deep emocion, just as we had celebrated the
outstanding ?uceeas of the United Naticns in £inally achieving Namidiz's
indspendenca.

The happy occasion of the commemoration in 1690 of the thirtisth anniversary
of the Declaration reinforces that special event. It has certainly marked a
turning-point and has also crystallized a new faith in tha future of countries and
peoples that still aspire to take control of their owr history, tc participate
fully in shaping the common future of mankind.

We know that for the 18 Territorics that are stiill non-self-governing - under
the United Nations definition - that is an irreplaceable contribution. It will be
effactive only when these remaining Territories exsrcise their inaliernabls right to
galf-determination. The Charter and the Declaration on the Granting of
Indspendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples oblige us to continue our efforts to

that end.
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Thus the international community continues to be concerned absut the fate of
those Territories. For the General Assembly itself, the fact that the remaining 18
Non-Self-Governing Territories are mere shreds of empires scatterad throughout the
Caribbean and the Pacific and that their populations are small and their resources
modest should not impede the exercise of the right of paoples to self-determinstion.

It is therefore important for us to continue to arouse interest in the £u=ﬁre
of these small Territories, which are generally ostracized by the mass media or
relegated to the background of current events. Dissemiration of information on
decolonization by the Special Committee of 24 reflects this state of affaira. It
requires the prior ce-operaticn of the administering Powers in tha collectior of
reliable data in the Territories.

For these peoples - and the statements made by their represontatives at the
regional seminars organized by the Special Committee of 24 this year in Barbados
and in Vanvatu have confirmed this - we are the umbilical cord that links them
directly with the international community and, indeed, in the words of some of
them, we are their only recourse in which they place their hopes.

These peoples are awazre of the responsibilities of the administering Powers.
Indeed, they believe that the exercise of the right to solf-determination should be
preceded by an adequate eccnomic and social development that will prevent an
ill-prepared final choice without excluding any of the cptions included in General
Assembly rasolution 1541 (Xv).

In this connection, I camnot fail to welcome the valuable assistance given by
the specialized agencies and the other organiszations of the United Nations femily

to the economic and social development of these Territories.
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Here, I wish to command the recent initiative with a view to elaborating a
development stratagy for island countries urnder the azgis of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Dsvelopment (UNCTAD). We hope that the report of ths
governmental experts who met at United Nations Headguarters last June will be
widely disseminated, including in the Non-Self-Governing Territories. Perhaps it
will help to ombedy the renewed hope for a mobilisation for additional resources to
spead up the economic and social development of these Territories.

May I be permitted to make a sports amalogy. In any long-distance race,
usually it is the homc stretch that is the most difficuit, and the home stretch in
ths work of the Fourth Committee iz the final years of this century. We venture to
hope that they will mark, in keeping with the recommendations in Cemeral Assembly
resclution 43/47 of 22 November 1988, the end of the process of decoloniszation.

That is why it iz inevitably towards the attainment of that goal that cur
efforts should be geasred. In this task, the co-cperation of the administering
Powers is essential.

With the hopes and the conceras of the Fourth Committee in mind, ny response
is to continue my role until the conclusion of my mandate; ner will my efforts
cease at the scund of the gavel snding this debate. It goes without saying that I
shall exercise my functions and make continuous efforts with open-mindedness,
imagination and adsptability and with due regard to new developnents.

Thus, at a time when the system of assessing the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independance to Colonial Countries and Peoples is
being buffeted because of a certain inability to change, or merely because it might
fail to mirror the positive developments on the internatioral 8cene, it would be
unwise blindly to reject the suggecticas and remarks, even the critical cormente,
made in this respect during the Gedates in the Pourth Committee, which, doubtless,

some delegations will repeat here.
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To my mind, a reading of this controversy can be summed up in the new strong
desire to adapt, as a matcer of necessity, to new realities our methods and our
approach; this, however, without pPrejudicing in any way respect for the principles
enunciated in the Charter and the Declaration.

We are all well aware that, thanks to the Fourth Committee's deop commitment
to these principles over the past decades, it has conducted its work with great
distinction. Today, the Fourth Committee can justly claim successes in its great
task in the field of dacolonization, to the extent that a legitimate question now
arises as to its own future, which is in inverse proportion to the magnitude of the
positive results it has achieved.

I mentioned earlier that there remained only 18 Non-Self-Governing
Territories. To judge by the discusaions, the enlightening fact is that out of two
and 2 haif months of the amnual sessions common in the decade of the 1960s, the
Fouzth Committee was reduced to sit for a mere five weeks in order to complete its
work, as was the case in 1989, and also now in 19990, Nobody need fsel any
embarrassment about thig satisfactory accomplishment of its decclonizing migsion,
which explains the attrition of items on its agenda; it is up to the appropriste
bodies of the United Natioms to decide upon this point in due courss.

In coaclusion, I should like to note that this ysar the debates in the Fourth
Committee have, without any doubt, shown that the process of decolonization has
rcached a significant stage. All those vho participated in it can attest to this -
the members participating in the work of the Special Committee of 24, as well as

other representatives in the Fourth Committee.



AN/EB A/45/PV .42
29-30

(Mc._Adouki. Congo)
Consaquently, they will decade whether to embatrk on a truly new start. The
goal is to formulate our recommendations in a more realistic way based on
consensus. For my part, I have noted - from the preliminary consultations I have
had to hold in the light of these discussions - a few ideas about how the Fourth
Committee and the Spocial Committee of 24 might co-operate next year in order

specifially to follow up some of the suggestions msde by Member States.
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One of my main recommendations concerus the possibility of setting up a
working group made up of the officers of the Fourth Committes and of the Special
Committeec and other representatives, ircluding representatives of the administering
Powers. This would create a bridga towards the establishmant of closer relations
and co-operation betwsen the two bodies, which normally meet at Qifferent times of
the year but basically work on the same questions.,

It is my underatanding that a few years ago the Fourth Committee abandoned the
procedure of formulating its own recommendations. Should it go back to that
practice, or should the practice that has laen establizhod for it wheraby it works
almost &xclusivaiy on texts that have already bsen adopted in the Special Committes
be retained? The proposed working group could discuss this and other matters.

My objective in proposing the strengthening of co-operation betwean the two
Committees is the attainment of better results, consensus decisions which might
truly servs our common goal, which is the speedy decoloniszation of the remaining
Hon-Self-Governing Territories. As Chairman of the Fourth Committee, I am
available to Member States to continue, in consultation with my colleague, the
Chairman of the Special Committee of 24, the dialogue that has been one of the
dominatirg features of our diacuss}ons this year.

I hope to be in a position to establish the working group within a reasonable
time so that we can get down to work as soon 28 possible and produce specific
suggestions for submission to the forty-sizth session.

My final word is for those delegations which, in our common concern to ensure
that the institutions of our Organization will become increasingly effoctive and
make a better contribution to the attzinment of the purposdes of the Charter, have

encouraged me in this initiative. I am deseply grateful to them.
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Mo. ATTIAH (Wigeria): The Nigerian delegatiocn has had seversl
opportunities to congratulate Mr. GSuido de Marco of Maita most warmly on his
woll-deserved slection. Our faith and confidence in his diplomatic skills have
been borne out by the competent manner in which he has discharged his onerous
tespon-ibiliiies go far. I, therefors, wish simply to reiterate my delegation’s
support and coc-operation.

In no area has the United Nations registered@ greater achievement since its
inception than in the area of decolonisation. Out of 750 million people under
colonial rule in 1945 there remain only about 2 willion people who|have yet fully
to exercise the universal right tc self-determination. Since 1945 millions of
people, in 59 countries, have gained their freedom and independence. The
achievement of the United Hations in this field has truly been significant and
impreasive.

This year marka the thirtieth anniversary of the adoption of resolution
1514 (XV) by this body on 14 December 1960. Although Nigeria was barely two months
old both as & sovereign nation and as a Member of the United Nations, we wers
closely involved in the efforts that went into the elaboration of that resolution.
REssolution 1514 (XV), which embodies the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colenial Countries and Pecples, sets out the terms of reference for
the United Nations in the area of decolonisation.

The priaciple that neither the size of a territory nor the extont of the
social, aconomic, cultural and political development of its people should prevent
the exercise o€ the right to self-determination is enshrined in the Declaration.
At all times, the only litmus test for the exercise of the inalienable right to

self-determination must be the freely expressed will of the people themselves.
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The Governmsrt and gs:ple of the Federal Republic of Wigeria hold this
principle sacrosanct ané therefore condesa Sny attespt to deny, modify or abridgo
it. We have condemnsd, and will continue to condemn, colonialisa wharever and in
vhatever guise it occurs. It is our view that coclonialism can be neither reformed
nor beautitied. Our common global home must thorefore de frsad of this poraicicus
scourge, which dehumanises its victims and expropriates their patrimony.

In this regard, my delegation resffirme its endorsement of resoluticn 13747,
of 22 November 1988, by vhich the Assembly declered the period 1990-2000 the
International Decade for the Eradication of Coloniaiism. Ws have taken ncte cf the
Secratary-General's report in this regard. Nigeris atands ready to make any
suitable contribution towards the fuil realisation of the objective of the
Incernational Decade.

As the President and Commandsr-in-Chief of the Rigerian Armed Forcss,

General Ibrahim Badamasi Babengida, steted in his meszage on the occasion of the
thirtiet: anviversary of resoluticn 15i¢ (xv),

“Perhaps no other psople suffered the worst ravages of colonialism more than

the people and contiment of Africa.”

Rigoria is therefors dslighted to note that with Namibia‘'s indspendence early this
yoar the ceclornial era iz fast coming teo an end om our contimgut. We shall zever
tire of working towards the coaplete eradication of the last vestiges of
colonialism in Africa.

Africa‘s curront social and economic crises 2re not uiconnocted with the havoc
inflicted in the continent by colonialism. The skewed socio-gsconoaic
infrastructuro and the distortsd eccnomios boqueathad by the colornial suthorities

have proved very difficult to restructure despite the determined efforts of many
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Africen Govsrzments. The ineguitable Zntersational ecomomic syatzm, which has
condesned many Africas countrier to perpetual producticn of primary comsodities,
has also rendersd evem more difficuit attespts to reorient tio colonial structures
inherited Dy African countriss. I ceed hardly msation the psychological and mental
violence vhich colonialism unicashed on Africans.
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It is for these and other reascns that ry delsgation continuas to echo the
call first made in 1980 by the then President of our country. We believe that the
institution of a decade of reparationz snd restitution to Africa is something not
only whose time has come but that is long overdue, given the raviges caused by
colonialism in the continent. This call is predicated on a thorough appreciation
of the history, economics and psychology of colonialism. The Africean continent was
depopulated and its resources depleted and plundered az happened in no other
continent in the world. We are therefore confident that Africa‘'s claims will be
carefully considered, although no compensation can replace the losses the continent
has suffered. |

My delegation has already walcomad the ovolving intermational trend towards
peaceful resolution of disputes and conflicts. We have also expressed the hoge
that this positive tremd will be further encouxaged, despened and applied at all
times. Let us not allow aberrations that tend to detract from tha dominant pattern
to discourage us from strengthening the amerging pattern of inte$nationa1 relations.

It is in this connection that Higeria takes note of ths pesitive developmentcs
on the questions of Weatern Sahara, New c;lcdoﬂia and the Falkland Islands
(Malvinas). We particularly welcome the restoration of full diplomatic relations
between Argentina and the United Kingdom, twe ccuntries with which we maintain
excellent bilateral relations.

On New Caledonia, we have steadily monitored the implementation of the
Matignon and Oudinot agresments. Wo are awars that ssveral views have been
expresced on asvects of those agreements - views that are not necessarily
compatible with each othsr. Nevertheless, we are confident that, given the
political will, no obatscle can remain insurmountabie. The pacple of New Calsdonia

must and, we believe, will be given an opportunity in 1998 to express themseivez on
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their political tutu}e. In the mean time, it is only proper that the fruits of
secio-economic development be extended to all parts of ths Territory, including the
northern and-island provinees, where most of the indigenous Melanesian population
lives.

Perhaps no other celonial dispute troubles the Government and pPeopie of
Nigeria more than the question of Westera Sahara, since the conflict involves two
brother pscple of our contizect. We are therefors delighted to note the recent
positive developments on this issve. Wo are indeed eager to see the resolution of
all the outstanding issues, to enable full and early implementation of the joint
Organization of African Unity and United Hations settlement proposals already
accepted in principle by the partiss to the conflict.

Nigeria stands ready to play any suitable role in the proposed United Nations
mission in comnection with the referendum in Western Sahara. The fratricidal
conflict in Western Sahara has taken a heavy toll in material and human terms.
Africa can 111 afford a continuation of this crisis, which is like an ill wind that
blows no good to anyone. Let us therasfore do averything poasible to solve this
seamingly intractable problem on the north-western tip of the African continent.

We particulariy urge the Kingdom of Moroecco and the POLISARIO Froat to bury the
hatchet and co-operate in the implementation of the ssttiement proposals. 1In this
connection, we commend the Secretary-General and the succesaive Chairmen of the
Organization of African Unity, who have left no stone unturned in the seavch for
peace for Western Sahara. We also velcome the adoption by the Security Council of
resoluf:ion 658 (1990) approving the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of the aettlement prcposala. We urge the Secretary-General and
his Special Representative not to relax their efforts to move things forward on the

isaue of Western Sahara,
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Although only 18 maialy small island Territories are currencly inscribed on
the United Nations liat of Hon-Self-Governing Territories, the colonial era is not
yet complately over. We should therefore not be complacent. MNigeria will not rest
on its oars until every colonissd man or womsn, young or old, is free, eapecially
ir view of the fact that many of the remaining colonies have large populations of
African descent. We must not allow oursclves to enter the next century with the
excese baggage of colonialism weighing us down. In this final decade of the
twventioth century., let us give effect to our eollective determination to make our
world truly free of colonialism.

The search for answerz to the several sccio-sconomic, political &nd ecclogical
challenges facing mankind demsnds our collactive and undivided attention.
Colonialism is an anachronism that must be uprooted - root, stem and branch. It is
a blight on the body politic of our global faxily and a 33d chapter in the amnails
of world history. Feople sverywhere must thersfore be freed from its stifling grip
if they are to make meaningful contributiens to international society. It ig the
hope of the Goverament and pecple of the Federal Republic of Nigeria that the next
century will see the true inauguration of a world that is free of colomialism. 1In
this ragard, we commend the tireles: efforts of the Committee of 24, which hag
spearhsaded our collective efforts to get rid of colonialism. History and
posterity will not let those efforts gc unmoticed.

Mr. LOHIA (Pepua Rew Guinca): Decoclonisation is one of the mogt
outstanding United Nations success steries. This Success story is an achievement
of which the members of tho international comunity must be progd. It is also an
achievement which the United Nationsz is rightly and preudly celebrating this year.

The Government and people of Papua New Guinsa are proud to be part of this,

both as a former dependent Territory and people and as an independsnt State Member
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of the United Mations since 1975. We reaffirm our dsdication and commitment to the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter and plsdge our continued
support in prowoting them to the best of our abilities.

The year 1980 marks the thirtieth anniversary of the historic 1960 Declaration
on tho'cranting of Independonce to Colomial Countries and Peoples. The Goverrment
and psople of Papua New Guinsa are happy to joim the international community in
celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration. Ws reaffirm our full
commitment, in sclidarity with all the colonised peoples of the world and with the
Mambors of the United Waticng, to the implemcntation of the Declaration on the

Granting of Indepsadencs to Coionial ¢ountriesn and Peoples.
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The year 1990 also marks the baginning of the proclaimed International Decads
for the Eradication of Colorialism. The Government and people of Papua New Guinea
are determined and committed to co-operate fully with the international community
in completely eradicating the inhumar and abhorrent system of apartheid, racism and
colonialism from the face of the Earth by the year 2000.

Decolonization is unfortunately far from complete; thsre is still so much to
be done. Neo-colonialism is digging in its heels in msny parts of the globe.
Economic colonialism is well known, and it too is digging in its heels in many
parts of the globe.

Intellectual colonialism is the subtlest form of colonialism. It is very
difficult to identify and deal with, and it is very much alive everywhere. 1In
education and child psycholegy, we talk of moulding the minds of innocent children,
who have cultural and social norms, values and attitudes based on their societies.
But very often those norms, values and attitudes which we develop and build into
our school curricula and teacher-training programmes are very much in couflict with
the cultural norms, values and attitudes of the society in which people are
expected to live as useful and constructive members or citizens.

Decolonizaticn is still far from completion - whether the United Nations has
18 Qependent Non-Self-Governing Territorice on its list or even one or none at
all. There are still some Territories to which the 1960 Declaration on
decolonization is applicable ~ such as New Caledonia - but which are not yat on the
United Nations list of Non-Self-Goveraing Territories.

My delegation pleads with the United Nations and the Special Committee on
decolonization to review its 1list of Non-Self-Governing Territories and to ensure
that implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and & declaration on the eradication of colonialiasm by the

year 2000 is smooth, successful and truly complete.



GW/1l A/45/PV,.42
42

(Mr. Lohia. Papua New Guinea)

The year 1990 hss unfortunately witnessed an ugly and new form of colonialism
using modern methods and weapons of warfare. The invasion of Kuwait and its
continued occupation by Iraq testifies to the fact that celonialism is alive, in
its most dangerous form, and that it is a threat to the health of our global
environment, our econemic and social well-bsing, and our international peace and
security.,

The likely use of chemical, nuclear and other dangerous weapons in a likely
war in the Gulf region as a consequence of Irag's invasion and continued occupation
of Xuwait poses a real threat to international peace and secur Cy and also to all
living organisms on earth, including human baings and their societies.

Colonialism is far from over. It appears in many different forms. The
international community must critically and quickly examine the evil disease and
£ind the best and most effective treatments or solutions so that the objectives of
the dsclarations on decolonization and the eradication of colonialism are put into
effect by the year 2000.

Papua New Guinea is more thanm willing to assist with the examination and
identification of the problems associated with colonialism and decolonization in
order that more relevant and appropriate solutions are amicably agreed to in line
with the positive changes which are taking piace in the world, and implemented for
the purposa of completely eradicating the evils of apartheid, racism and
colonialism by our target date.

We belisve that some changes are needed in the United Nations ir order for the
Organization properly td execute its task in decolonization, But these changes
must ke genuine, and they must be in line with the Charter of the United Nations,
the Declaration on the Granting of Indepsndence to Colonial Countriss and Peoples

and the declaration of the International Decade for the Eradication of Cclonialism.
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The Government of Pspua ¥ew Guines, by a letter addressed to the President of
the General Assembly im Movember 1984, reguasted the Organisation to consider its
possible membership of the Special Committees on decolonisatior in the knowledge
that Australia, a country of the Pacific region, was going to withdraw its
membership in 1985. Australia has withdrawn and there is & vacancy. We are still
very keenly interested in jeining the Spacial Committes of 24 and would sincerely
like to request the Assembly to give its positive consideration to cur request at
the present session under item 18 of the agenda, noting that the ralevant
~ consultations have been going cn now for five years since it was put to the
Assembly.

Most cf the remaining Trust and Non-8elZ-Governing Territories are in the
Pacific and the Caribbean. Papua New Guinea and other Pacific island Jtates and
their people are committed to a nuclear-free and independent Pacific. We sincerely
hope that the members of the international community will lsnd their useful support
to the achisvement of this important goal.

In conclusion, may I take this opportuaity te congratulate the Chairman of the
Special Committes on dscolonization, Mr. Tesfaye Tadesse, Parmanent Representative
of Ethiopia, and the mambers of the Committee for their uatiring and excellent
efforts in the field of decolonization. We thank them for their useful work and
for the Committee's reports to the General Assembly. We assure Mr. Tadesse and the
Committee of our undivided support and commitment to the important task of writing
the last chapter in the history of decolonization.

We should also like to comgratulate and thenk Mr. Mazrtin Adouki, Chairman of
the Fourth Committes, for ths efficient and constructive manner in which he guided
and concluded the work of the Committee. He and the members of the Fourth

Committee will contiaue to enjoy the support and commitment of our Goverameat to
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the cause of equality, freedom and independence for all the colonized peoples cf
the world. We wish them guccess in our common mission.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Yugoslavia, who will
spaak on behalf of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and will introduca the
draft decision.

Mr, SILOVIC (Yugoslavia): The Dgclaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples is one of ths greatest achievemsnts
in the history of the United Nations. Its baszic principles and their application
are a true reflaction of the democratic developments in the world in the last
30 years. Among them, equal rights and self-determination, as well as the right of
peoples to enjoy sovereignty in accordance with their freely expressed will and
desire, are the corner-stones of the new world order that is emerging today.

In the process of the implementation of the Declaratior most colonial
countries have gained independence and have joired our Organization. The
independence of Namibia after more thsa 100 years of colonial rule represents a
great success for the United Naticas and & commendable example of co-operation for

the entires international community.
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Lately we have witnessed certain progress with respsct to some other colonial
questions. The problem of Westaern Sshara, for instance, has antered a decisive
stage, and we believe that givem the necessary political will a sclution om the
basi; of the reforendum for seif-determiration is within reach.

Admittedly, the process of decolonization is not yet complete. The United
Nations may have some way to go before tho goal of the universal implementation of
the Declaration on decolonization is achieved. The fact that the list of the
remaining 18 Non-Self-Governing Territories contains mainly small Territories in
the Pacific and the Caribbean does not make this ;bligation on the part of the
United Nations less important, although it is obvious that we should take into
account the specific nature of each one of them,

Zhe world Organisation should continue to contribute resgolutely, as it has
done since its founding, to the completion of the process of decclonization. The
dynamic developments in the world and the profound changes they have brought about
make it incumbent upon us to lock at the process of decolonization from a different
angle.

The exporience we have gained from the latest developments in the world
reinforces our comviction that the role of the United Naticns in the field of
decolonization is of paramount importance. Time has also proved that with
political will and mutual co-opersztion by all concernad colonial problems can be
settled peacefully. As in other areas of international life dialogue and
co-operation in this field are the propoer avenues to pursue if we ars to achieve
the desired results. Confrontation belongs to the ara we are leaving behind, aad
we should all invest our efforts im strengtheming the orientationm towards

co-oparation in all fields of internztional 1life.
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To make our contribution more effective we should strive to reach consensus on
resolutions and decisions sdopted by the United Nations General Assembly. In so
doing we shall make them binding on all and ensure their full implementation.

The spirit of co-operaticn shounld also guide the work of the Special Committee
of 24. Az a member, Yugoslavia is ready to engage actively in ptomoting.
co-cperation in the Special Committee and in the Gemeral Assembly. In our view the
Special Committee should work in a more innovative manner, adjusting its
- methodelogy to the new international realities and atmosphere as well as to the
neads and spacific conditione in ezch of the remaining Non-Self-Governing
Terrzitories.

We also hope thaé the administsring Powers will co-operate with the Epecial
Committes in creating the political, eccmomic, socizl and other corlditions
rnecessary for the autonomcus and independent devélopment of the populations of
Non-Self-Governing Territories. This would enable them to ezercize their
legitimate right to self-determimation fresly and without outside prassure, in a
form reflecting their authentic interests and aspirations.

Yugoslavia and other aon-aligned countries have always attached priority
importance to the process of decolonizatiom. At their initiative the General
Assembly proclaimed the Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism aad requested the
Secrestary-General to propose a plan of action that would bring about a world free
of colonialism in the twenty-first contury.

Yugoslavia, as current Chairmar of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, has
submitted a relevant draft decision in document A/45/L.18, for adoption by the
General Assembly. To facilitate the implementation of the plan of action the
Non-Aligned Movement has decided to set up a working group, which will take an

active part in that implementstion.
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In conclusicn I sheuld like to emphasize once again that the process of
decolonization will be complated only when the pecple of the very last
Non-Self-Coverning Territory are afforded the opportunity to decide freely and
independently on their future. That will mark the beginning of a new era of
democratic and equitable relations in international life in the mext century, which

was the goal of the United Nations at the time it embraced the Declaration.

The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m.





