UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC i
AND Gt
SOCIAL COUNTIL =7+

COMISHICN ON HUMAN RIGHDS
Thirty-gixth session

Digtr.
GENERAL

CEB/ON.4/135%/8d4.2

10 January 1980
Original: INGLISH

TMPLEMENTATION CF THE INTTRNATIONAT, CONVENTION OF THE SUPPRESSION
AND PUNISIMENT OF THE CRTME OF APARTHEID

Reports submitted by States varties under

article Vil of the Conveniion

Addendum

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 1/

118 December 1979]

_ 1/ The initial report submitted by the Governmen: of the Syrian Arab Republic
(E/CN.4/12?7/ﬂdd.9) was considered by fthe Group of Thres at its 1978 zecssion.

GE.80-10050



L B/CW,4/1353/Add.2
page 2

In submitting its report, the Govermment of the Syrian Areb Republic w1shes
to reiterate its solemn pledge o intensify and widen, a$ both national and
international levels, its struggle against Apartheid by all means at its disposal.
The obligations arising under this gonvention are but one of the effcetive means to
contribute to this strugele. However the effective struggle againg t-Apartheid
should primarily remain in the hands of the national liberation movament of. the
oppressed people of South Africa, which we strongly supnort, wmtil final viclory
againgt Apartheid is achieved; the same applics to the struggle of the peoples of
Namibia and OSouthern Rhodesia.

It is to be noted that despite the growing tide of the anti-Apartheid movement
throughout the world, the white minority regime in Preotoria is 1ﬂtPﬂSL¢ylﬂ“ its
oppresaive policies and practices within South Afvica and atl the sene time it ie
escalating its military aggression againgt neighbouvring African countries. 1t
goeg withount saying that 1chriallgu novers are detemined to continue to use
Jouth Africo in addition to its ally Terael to strengthen the grip of imperislist
interests in Africa and the Iliddle Lasw. Therefore the implementation of the
international Convention has become a necessity for self-defonce ag well as a
weapon in the over—-zll strategy for eliminating Avartheid, vhich among other things,
poses a frave bhreat to world peace and security. It is to be reminded thatl
South Africa with the help of the racist regime of Tel-Aviv, is hecticly racing
for the &@VLlopment of mllﬂmary nuc?“ar Capabl71t10“ in ordcr to threaten the very
exiatence of the peoples of Africay- ‘

The Camp David Accords and the Washington Treaty of March 1979 between Lgypt,
Israel and the United States of America have increased the dangers that threaten
the independence, the sovereignty and the territorial integrity of many African
and Axab countries. The Accords and the Trealy are direcied against the intercsts
of both the pecoples of Africa and the liddle Rast for they constitute a "military
alliance" whose aim iz to protect, through the use of force and military
intervention thoge foreign interests diametrically opposad to the intoerest of the
developing countries in Africa and in the 1liddle BEasgt.

The Govermment of the Syrian Arab Republic vhile formulating the present report
took inte consideration as much as possible the general guidelines get in
document E/CN.4/1286 asz well ag the important discussions and guggestions among
the members of the Group of Three during its last two sessions.

DOMBEETIC MEASURES:

With regard fo paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Guidelines, the Government of
the Syrian Azrab Republic wishes to state that as of the day of ratification, the
Convention has acquired the force of lav in the territory of the Syrian Areb
Republic. Therefore any of the acts snumerated under ariticle II of the Convention
is considered a criminal act. Persong or organizations charged for these actls
shall be tried by the competent nenal tribhunals.

In addition -~ and apart from the fact that Angriheid or similar practices are
alien to the history of our civilization as woll asg bto our cultural tradition and
to our socio-economic gtruciure, it is to he noted thot the political, economic,
social and culitural system of modern Syria is entirely based on the principle that
all human beings are born Tree and arc aqual in d1ﬂn1ty and rights The


http://pea.ee

B/CH,4/1355/6dd .2

page

fundamental principles of the Constitution and the entire body of laws vhich govern
Syria, vhether they be coastitutional, wmolifical, cconcmic or culiurel are predicated
ppon freedom, agual opporLunlty, equallty without any distinction, rastriction or
preference hased on prace, colour, doscent, nationsl and cthnis owvigl r roliglon,

It is vertinent te bring to the attontion of the Croun of Three the Tolleowving
legislative provisions which aro guarantzed by the Congtitution.

Lol
hodily hafm whethor in

Right 4o security of serson and nroteciion hy the State arpinat vielence o
{flicted by an individual, aroupn, or insiitution

The Penal Code of the Syvrian Arsh sylic envianses phhulties againgt any
person or grouo of persons who commite apy act of violonce or inflicts bodily harm
of any nature against amy noreon or a growmn of marsons, One oxammle 1o Articie 555

of the Penal Code which inflicts a penalts trro 1o six years' imwriscenment borm
on any person who denrives anobther wovgon of hig wergonal freedon, If such an act

1tal or moral injury, the penalty is to be

vere to result in bodily harm, or in m
more severe.

Incitement to racisl wrejudice 23 an offonece wurnidsghable by Jaw

The Penal Code, in its Articles 285, A07 end 503, gnoecifically condemna
incitement to racial prejudice and congiders it a ﬂ?nvo ﬂ'fOlC‘ Apticle 285
declares incitement to civil war or o rmllglﬂus or saclarian strifec as punishable
cerineg.

While Avticle %07 considers any act or writtcn statement or oral vroncuncement
intended to inecite racial or secltarian wnrejudices or fo instigate strife among
sects or other national facbions ... as offonces munishebls by la.

A penalty of two to gix years' lmprigonmeni is Torcscen in accordancs with
Article 308 of the Code "for any porson belonging to an crvpenization arith similar
objectives or ideas. The same law is to be encountered in the lawr of the Preas of

fr.i

8 October 1942, Article 55

Likewigc, Article 2 of the lav on Associations and Privoate Crganizations of
1958 prohibits the establishment of asscociabtions for a nurpoge contrary to law and
ethnicsy Article 3 provides for thn immediats dissolution of an association if it

carries out activities of a gsctarian or racict nature alffecting State sceurity.

The Syrian Penal Code provides in Article 30 thalt no one should bo extradited
except in those cascs provided for by the lav gr in the imolementation of a
convention which hag acquired the force of lau. The Internationaz) Convention has
acquired the force of law as stated balore. Trerasfore nersons charged with the
crime of Apartheid can be extradited to the warties concerncd.

Prohibition of forced labour:

Inder Syrian Tegislation forced labour is totally nrohibited (Penal Code
and Labour Iaw).

Prohibition of recruitment of morcenarics:

Article 280 of the Syrian Pengl Code congiders the recruitmont of mercenarics
as a nmunishable offence,
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sanciions againgt South Africas

of relations with
crice the

The Syrian Arab Republic hap never
the racist aimeg of govthern Africe.
Syrian Arab Rn)Wbllu has rafraincd
trade relationg +rith the Fretoria x
Syrian Arab Renwublic, hy decr §

rlomatic, consular an
Govermacent of

the game year

prohibited all imporis and exworizs o and _ Hoveover no Svrian
citizen has ever been permivicd Lo travel e Sevsh Africa as well.a s.to Rhodesia,

Campaien agedrat Avaritheid:

) '“u:'lﬂwroug}:f ﬁvoxv;hg1umL o1 Acnegovermenial
organizalticns has '-nf)lhllmou[_'i_;r harted Ao n the dongore that the
policies of Apgrcheid ond weoiorm nous Lo fhe frocd ,kynd to the equality and dignity
of man as e ag to world poace and security. Bchocel text books and all
informabion mediz have bpoen grateratically denouncing the eviles »f Apartheid as

a systen of colonial ccononic exmloiftation as well as a gross violation of the

basic nrinciples of human ngitqq Having suffered from the avilg of Zionist

racist settler—colonialism in Palestine as well as in the occupied Arab territories
the people of the Syrian Arab Ropublic are deeply involvoed in the support of the
ghrugole of the Africen peomles agalnat racism. The alliance between Zionism

and Anartheid and their mutusl co-operation in all fieclds, particularly in the
military one, have deenencd the conviction of the Syrian neople bthat the strdggle

of the frabs and that of the peoples of southern Africa dig one and the samc
particularly that both Preterin and Tel-Aviv drav their aggrocsive ourﬂnpth from
the same quarters and ware born under the ecttler—colonialist system.

The Syuvisa Arab

g
o3
i)
1

RACTEM nIW)TLACLuL NIS URTMTFATIOF I OYRIAN TRERRITORY OCCUPIED BY
GARL STHCE 1967

It is our duty to inform the contracting partics as wall ag the Grouv of Three
and the Commigsion cn Human Rights that ingtitutionalized racist nractices similar
to or identical wiith, the molicicg and practices of Zouth Africs, are being
systematically Cﬂ“rled out by Israel in tha cccunied Syriarn lands - as well as in
all occupled Arab territorvies. The orimes listed wndor article II of the
Interational Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid have been and are being openly and officially committed in the cccupied
Golan. Tt is because of Israelte military cccupation that the Covernment of the
Syrian Arat Republic isg unable to fulfil its obligations under the International
Convention in the territories cccuried by Isracl. Bul Terasl remeins in all
Gl¢bumbt 2COH 1cvoun+ah]e bﬂfqro et contracting parties for criminal acts similax

Therefore, we camiwe buit call vpow the internasional community as. a whole and
in perticular upon the Contracting Parties fo assist us not only in condemning and
dencuncing Yerael's vicolation of international law and the IFourth Ceneva. Convention -
cf 1949 butbt to take concrete meagures similar to those taken azainst South Africs
munder this Convention and other instrumeonts.

It ig relevant to recall that the Committee on the Blimination of Racial
Discrimination hag already adovted o number of resolutions on the racist practices
of Igracl in the occupied Syrian Golan, on the basis of the periodic reports of
thﬂ Government oi* tThe Syrian Arab Republic with regard to the implementation of the
aforementioned Infernational Convention.
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By raising this isgue under the International Convention on the Suppression and
the Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, we intend to focus atteniion to the
criminal dimensions of policies and practices similar to Apartheid and carried outb
in a territeory, which despite foreign occupation, remaing under full Syrian
covereignty. There is no doubt that the International Cor-ention can be involed.

. Moreover, the princinle of the universality of human rights requires that
a orime against humanity in one wart of fthe world should alsc be considered a crime
if committed elsewhere. Qur peoplc under occupabion are subjscted to the same -
gystematic criminal practices enumerated in paragraphs a, b, ¢, &, e and f, of
article II.  The Israeli settler—colonialisgts deny as a matter of principle the
rights of the Arcbs whether they are under Israell cecupation or in forced exile.
No wonder the General Assembly of the United Nations determined in its
resolution 3379 of 10. November 197% that "Zionism is a form of racism and racial
discrimination”. This resolution was adopted as a vart of the Programme for the
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. The world
Conference to Combat Raciem and Racial Discrimination, held in Geneva in .
August 1978, has put Zionism and Apartheid in the same category.

No one can deny that Israel and South Africa are settler—colonic’ en’ ‘ties
whose very existence depends on domination, occupation and exploitation, as well
ag on the racigt theory of the superiority of one group of pecple over the others.’
The one difference that exists between the ingtitutionalized system of domination,
between Israel and South Africa, is that Israel's ultimate aim is the establishment
of a pure and exclusive "Jewigh State". Yet, it is to be noted that the’
Camp Davidé Accords and the subsequent Washington Treaty between Israel, Egypt and
the United States scel, through the so-called "Administrative gelf-rule" for the
Arab population under occupation s nco 1967, to impose in Palestine a system
ginmilar to the Bantustan system in South Africs. '

The close co~operation between the two racist regimes of Tel-Aviv and Pretoria
in all fields, including nuclear armaments, a cc—operation that has been condemned
on several occasions in various Internationsl Conferences, is in itself an
irrefutable proof of thelr common identity and their evil design towards the
Africans and the .rabg alike. Thig cloce co~operation should be viewed in the
light of the Contracting rarties cbligations under articles TII, IV, V and VI of
the International Convention vis-d-vis any act which falls within the scope of
the Internaticnal Convention,

THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL:

It ig obvious that the implementation of articles IV and V constitute the
core of this Convention, which is by definition, a penal international code. Its
applications in good faith would complement the nolitical, economic and cther
international measures taken against Apartheid.

Although the International Counvention is integrated in our domestic law and
extradition under the International Convention is alrecady acquired, we should like
te submit suggestions on the implementation of articles IV and V. Such
Suggestions are also requested by the Commission on Human Rights in its
regolution 10 (XXXV) of 5 March 1979.
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The following two suggestions may be of intevest:

1. The establishment of the International Tribunal referred fo in article V
requires the convening of an International Conference of the Contracting Parties.
The provisional agenda of Conference may be drawvn by the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations in consultation with the Contracting Parties. The Conference
should work such modalities for the egtablishment of the Tribunal, its mandate,
membership and the related matters such az the setting up of a uniform system of
ponalties for offences and infractions.

2. Ag the establishment of the Tribunal may require time, it is desirable that

a selected group of the Contracting Parties should start formulating a standard
draft legislation for the Suppression and the Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.
Such an approach would enable the Contracting Parties to inflict similar penaltieg
for the same crime.

CONCILUSION 2

The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic, which strongly supports and assisis
by all means at its disposal the legitimate struggle of the peoples of
gouthern Africa to eliminate once and for all the vestiges of colonialism,
particularly Apartheid, should like to stress that the Apartheid regime would
certainly collapse if the following steps were taken:

- Increased support and assistance to the legitimate armed struggle of the
oppressed people of southern Africa against their oppressors.

- If the Security Council were to impoge -~ and it should impose - effective
neasures, particularly mandatory economic sanctions and other measures urider
chapter VII of the United Wations Charter. It is obvious that the life of
the Pretoria regime could not have lasted for such a long period if certain
members of the Security Council and the major trading partners of
South Africa had taken concrete acticn against Pretoria rather than indulging
in rhetorical condemmations.

- If a larger number of countries were persuaded to accede to the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.



