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Secretarv-General 

On instructions from my capital I have the honour to submit the attached 
documents entitled1 

li) A Call to Action: Communiqud from the Seventh Ministerial Meeting on the 
Environment in Latiu America and the Caribbean (see annex 1); 

(ii) The Port-of-Spain Accord on the Management and Conservation of the 
Caribbean Environment (see annex II). 

I should be grateful if this letter and its attachments could be circulated as 
official documents of the General Assembly under agenda items 79, 80 and 81. 

(w) Marjorie THORPE 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 

90-32976 20034 (E) 
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A CALL TO ACTION 

COMMUNIQUE FROM THE SEVENTH IcII;vIS’I’ERUL MfigTING ON 
THE ENVIRONMENT IN LATIN AMERK’A AND THE CARIBBEAN 
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The Mirristers and Representatives of countries participating in the 
VII Ministerial meeting on the Environment in Latin .Itmerica and lhc 

Caribbean held in Port-of-Spain, 22=23 October, 1990, decided to 

conclude their deliberations with 

A @ALL TO ACTION 

1 The VII Ministerial Meeting reaffirms the Declaration of Brasilia 
and reiterates the conviction that an adequate response to 
environmental charlenges requires ate unprecedented level of 
cooperation among countries and bctwcen regions of the world. 
Towards this end, and in the context of the Declaration of Brasilia, the 
countries participating in this Meeting approved an Action Plan for The 
Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

2 The Plan contains programmes aimed at arresting deterioration in 
the physical environment, recovering and rehabilitating natural 
resources. It is also a framework for discharging regional obligations, 
as part of global resolve and effort, to stabilite the ecological systems 
of Planet Earth and to minimize the diseqttilibria caused by the manner 
in which humanity discharges its responsibility with respect to the 
Earth’s resources, which it holds in trust. 

3 The Meeting ccnsidered that, given the complex inter-relationship 
1. - . oct~k-een society and nattire and the insepatablc ,,,, “4agc betweer! 
environment and development, the tasks and their respective objectives 
can only be undertaken and achieved through enlightened attitudes and 
dedicated efforts on the part of all scciors within any community. 

/ . . . 



4 The Meeting reagnized the strong in:er-l.elationshiy that exists 
bctwcen environmental corwxns ~3 the development model that 
prevails in the \corld, and of the possible impacts of global 
Cnvi;l;nmcnt31 negotiations on the politicat sud ewwini; reality of the 
region. 

5 The ,I;fce:ing noted that recognition of mtltual vulnerability to 
inl;>acts of global changes 33s led to a number of importa::t 
conven:io~~s, protocols, treaties, memoranda, agreements among 
varying groups of countries. each instrument setting out a normative 
framework based on the broad philosophical, political and practical 
concerns which underpin any iasx. Although the Action Plan for the 
Environment for Latin America and the Caribbean takes its place 
among these, in essence, it represents a call to regional unity and action. 

6 The Ministers expressed concern for the approach Jnd trea:mcnt of 
the developed countries regarding environnlental topics, which results 
in new conditionalities fur development financing. 

7 One concern of *Ministers attending this Meeting is the need to apply 
the principles of equity and social justice in the enjoyment of the 
product of the earth’s resources. 

8 The Ministers consider the Action Ptea which they bavt adopted a? 
this Sleeting to be a major mcchanisn for the preparation and 
presentation of the views and positions of this region at the United 

Nations Conference on Environment and Development, scheduled for 
June 1992 in Brazil. 

/... 
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Call to Actiorr 
-- 

\ve commit ourselves ta promote the Plibrb at tl*e highest 
possible level, ~ULI ts cstoblj:h arrmgcm~nt.~ fnr extewive 
uomultnf;nn~ is:;il wjflcsoread particiPnric)n a;nutIg our 
people; 

WC reaffirm our commitment to hemispheric solidarity, to 
the regional cooperation system and the promotion of the 
Action Plan for the Environment in L;ltill America and the 
Caribbean as aft imporknt instrument for strenghtening 
such cooperation; 

We accept the Action Plan as a str~tcgic docunent which 
must bc a critical input into the rcgionaf preparatory 
arrangements leading to the United Sations Coilfcrence 
on Environment and Development, Brazil 1992; 

We urge the international community, particularly the 
deveioped countries and the multilateral and bilateral 
financial and technical assistance institutions, to recognise 
that the Action Plan represents a framework for 
cavironmental management In Latin Americti and \he 
Caribbean and that the programmes, projects and 
activities developed from it reflect the will of the countries 
Of iiil iigiori; 

Port of Spain,Trinidad and Tobago 
October 3, 1990 
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ANNEX II 
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The Port of Spain Accord 
on the Management and Conservation 
of the Caribbean Environment 

Issued by 
The First CARICOM Minis:cr;,zl Confezcncc on the Environrxzent 

Port of Soak Trinidad and Tobago 
31 May-2 June !989 

We. Stiniste:s of me Cylbbean Communny wrlh n. 
SponsClity for Envifonmenral &titters. met in C ~niu- 
ence*~PonofSpam.TnnrdadandTobago,on:l May- 
the 1989 with the ob;ccnves of 

(a) achieving incaasedapprectionof the siguiunc: 
Of the if&B Md llttds EkVy1L to ~WI~~~CIOCSI~ and 
protmion of the biibean environment, and of rhe 
~UhthStilp b&vCn Environment and Deve!opmene 

,(b) identifying mSItCO for priority attendon in rhe 
Region imehion to the awimnenr 3nd 

We wm profeundly gmifid that high.kvel d&ga- 
tions f.mn twelve (13 Slembcrs Surcs of *e Czfnmu. 
nity,andfrcm lour(~)ObJcncrcounvreJwe:e ~rezn~, 
mddtawWfhahomourofkmgarikhcdbyTba 
k!OfLAN.R lbbhwn. Rime Minister of the Republic 
olTrin~YrdTobepo,thehosccounrry.who~~ 
thuhhnctopm. 

holJfdi&uasions we WC&?? w-y corisc~ of &Ic fr:. 
Y indeed dte Hon. Prime >!imucr o!‘~he Republic of 
TMdJ4i and Tobago reminded us in hrs addfcss. Ihat 
with imqoved wrdcnunding over the lau two dccadcs 
of w 1mpac: of man’s a&vi&es on Lhe enviIQnmen.t. 

Iher% 2s been a umicrmccn manuudes t0wud.s xd 
perspectives on r?nvuonmenr;ll issues in the wor!d 3s 3 
whoie. We ncognrser mar be hl~tcnc 1972 Stockholm 
Conicrcnc: on me envuonment spawned me four35 
UOR si the Unncd Nouons E~vuonmcnt Progmmme. 
rhc ;roducuon of tie 19SO World Conservruion Sk-x- 
egy and ulc :987 Report of Ihe World Commission on 
Envuonment and Deve!opmcru which highlighted the 
relationship between 3x envuonment and stiminable 
development 

InourownC.~COMXegion.concanabouttheenvi- 
mnrncnc has been no leu in-. IIe spirit and policy 
of the Tmty of Cbguvvnv establishing rhe Car& 
bevl Community and the deiibemdonr of sovera 
Community fora inc:ucing me Conference of H&s oi 
Gove-t. ihe Coni&anc8 ot Mkttsttrr c8spenrtbk 
for &NIt, And the Sunding Commiuccs of .Ministefs 
rcqonsibk for ,~gx’~lture and for Foreign AfTw. 
hse :ccogmssJ *nc :IF.~ofzncd oi5ound m2na;emcx 
of tie Rcgon’r cnvsronmem to theqwlny of Lie 0i.h 

Rcglon’s peopics. 

We have conduc*& our Csnferrncc in rhe spirit of PA 
Dezwon oi arasrlir m rbr formuhuon of whnx 
sewal 3dinuun of tic Canbbcm Commumty par- 
UC:pXCCl. 

. _ ._ 
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Priority Issues and Problems 

:n denufymq be ~noncy issues ‘9 be addressed irt 0~ 
quesr for the goucuon oi tie Cmbkvl envuonmen~ 
we !uve prcce:dedon Lhe basoi fuil scfepwnc: of the 
Bc: 21x centA Jl ourenwonmentai concz3s lsouc 
shrued desue ior man’s swaval In J manner Lha IS bolh 
in %srony wh nature and ca~stcnt 3~1th humm 
w2i~. 

tt’e have also proceeded cn the basis oi the rixogn~uon 
ttw ;rcminenr y~lonq ;hc feac~ of t.ix taunt ;nvt- 
:CNWX ~izu.c :ounmes m our .nmne spxes and tie 
exzs;ve krest cover si some oi our te.nroncs. 

We !wfe 3ped th3t he folIowmp repcaenc the pnnci- 
pal are35 m wnich we musl orqxuze ourxlves at the 
cmcnti zd rc31c1-A Iereb, wuh ‘Ahe suppon of ;he 
tsxe.~aucn3J, ;smrnunq. io develop urgent s~.l~g~es 
for 3E30n: 

(a) oder!y hnd USC pluming and caardirwrion; 
QJ housrng and human settlemenu; 
(c) JeSndvlonofrhecoastalyldmarineenvironmenr 
(d ~revenuon3ndmlu~nofrhe~a’sofailEpillr: 
(e) solid and liqtud .b%~% managemenr 
(0 managemcn~ oi LOXIC and hazardous substances 

mcluding Ihe conuol of agxk!!mxal -dues: 
(g, dumpmg oiearra-regional. hapldout and uxk 

w3ssIes m the Region: 
13) water quaAily and supply; 
(i) forest jnd ware-shed management: 
Cjj prcscr{auon of gem% res0utct: 
0;) veacr controk 
(1) disaster pr’epar&efs; 
(m) prcscaauon oicuitum~, &taeological and 

hls”anc3l .-aLucs; 
(II) 3s and ntxse poiJution. 

Strategic Approaches to the Solution of the Problems 

Weareconvinced.andagrec.Uutir~onkrcoeifectively 
address the problem in these areas. our effom must be 
based co use of& following urgently needed scntegic 
3pFro3chcS QWA wil resull in an integrated aFprOac?i 
10 ‘u?e;r mutton: 
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Institutional Arrangements for Consultation and Coordination 

It is OUT c!es reeogllaon th3c in or&: for y3fxluJ 

lCW3I LO UfliOid an tit tic II IY~ITS LhX ‘tie hVC SK Out 

Jbcve. :t is Jbsolucly csscntiti ahat there be eifecuve 
mswuuctxU xngcmc~o at *AC nauonti md .regoti 
Ieve!% ‘*Ve Jcknowlcdgc thx SW &rxr~gernc.?u xc 
cnucal fcr sys~cmax a~suludcnon xidccordiruuon 
oi;oilcy icrrncl~ucn ;111d rmplemenuUon oiprcgzn- 
me-s Jlld ;roJcs. 

We therefore: 

(3) 3tpe Lhat at AC nglcnd !w2I .Ltims~~ wrth re- 
spans;btiity :‘cr 3vironmcnd !4ucn should meet II 
3pFrOFrIiUC inle.w& for its purpose Of conduckmg 
policy md progmrnmc review snd csubiishing rhe 
&xis and guidclincs for action; to lhis end we support 
tie pmpcsd by the Prime Minister of tie Rccpublic of 
Trim&d and Tobago thy 3 Swdit%g Commiuae OS 
Ministers rcspans~ble for tic Environmcnr be cstab- 
lished: 

ThcC.kPX0.M SacxmtwiJl hiwe rhertspowbiiiry 
for convenm~ $16 forum; 

(c) reiterate the Community’s commitmenC to rhe 
e~~uvedeve!opmsnccf~eC~bbt3a~vuonmend 
He&h k~utc s 3 Rcg:oruI tcchniPI. advtsory and 
pmJcc:xnpie.mcnt+ ix:iky in thccnvuunmenul fie!d. 

We muld3te the C.4iUZObI Secx?~ D YrylsC 
consuluUons znd ncgcu~ons witi donor qcncies iOr 

su~pa-t :o C~cbbcan cnvuonmcnOl prqgmmes and 
’ projects on de 5~1s ci tie ?oiicis jnd @idclimes lid 

down x mmlstcnal lcvd and tie results of rhc work oi 
the consuluuve forum. b this ;onncction. we express 
;IpprcAoon to UICSC bikteral and muWWal3pcnc:es 
whichhove beea3f~vc!ysupporjnpIheu:3roSNnmes. 

Wes~nglyrcccmmcndtoJlgovcmmencofthcC~m- 
muttIcy tit they establish xrzn@?me~u W would 
permit XI mtc~ted q!pmxh to ek~01UNentd mM- 
3gesncnc x the palh.icaL ccchnicji yrd 3dinirusmcive 
levcb. and 41% such arangcmcnls should include 3 
dcsignarcd fccul point which wouldreti in scohctcnt 
nrylncr :o rhc rcgion~ 3td intemiuio& Icvck. 


