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Italy expresses its appreciation of the initiative taken by Yugoslavia in
preparing a draft declaration on ihis subject, and of the work and devotion put into
it by the Commissgion on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on Preveniion of
Discrimination end Protection of Mincrities.

Italy recognizes that i is desirable to prepare a declaration aimed at
safeguarding the rights of minorities, because -~ as recognized by Professor Cepolorti
in hig 1977 report ~ article 27 of ithe International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights is of a general nature and therefore & spccific indicatbion of the means and
instruments {or safeguarding those rights, and of lhe content ol those meansg and
instrunents, is required.

Morcover Tlaly is aware of the complexiby and vasi cxtent of the work to be
done in this field and considers thet the Sub-Cormission on Prevention of Discriminavion
and Protection of Minorilies 18 specially conpeitent to tackle it, possibly through s
suall working group which would use “oth the corments of States and the pertinent
Secvions of the reports of States signotorics of bthe International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrinination. The Sub-Cormission aight even
propose to the Cormmission on Huiaan Rights that it should be authorizoed to heold a
S8pccial scession devoted exclusively 1o examianing the preparatory work done by the
working group.
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In order to foruulete a declaration on ninoriticus! rights that would take full
account of tht complex probleng involved in the guestion ~ which orises in a great
variety of forns ~ 1t is first accossary Lo reach agreeuacnt on the oxact neaning or
the term "nincri.y™., Such a concent cor-ot bo formulated Lthoutbt taking into
account the rcal sitvatioa oi ooversi ndaccitics, tac considerations which rnotivete
then, and the historicel, Ilinguistic nad cultural traditions of cach country.

In the opinion of Ttaly, il is ecqually irportont that tuc declaration should
noke o clear distinection botween the nany forig of protecticn of nincritices, which
can be grouped in btwo wain coteroricss what we cay call lhe "negetive!" cotegory,
which covers prohibition of the wractice of forns of T&Cl“l digerinination; and what
we nay call the "active" catogoryy which covers the issue of gpecilic international
and national standarcds Acsigned to safoguard the historicel, ocultural and linguistic
characteristics of every ninority.



